



MiuDEAB's 

BY maGlKBOTHAM ASTB CO. 

105, mvm eoa». 


^liiiiS 




PUBLISHEBS' PREFACE 


Tsiv^ is a verbatim reprint of the original three-volume 
eiifcioa of those spicy sketches of '^^Haoeas in Oiddn 
which were contributed by Mr* Talboys Wheeler 
1*^ the Indian Statesman in 1861-62, as a series o£ weekly 
Impem. ^ The pictures of English life and character, herein so 
^’aphically and faithfully delineated, have been culled from 
^ wemment Beoords and embrace a period of a little more 
‘^m,n one hundred years of India’s eventful history, extending 
about the middle of the seventeenth to the end of the 
'krst half of the eighteenth centuries. They are very 
lle,asant reading, disclosing a state of society in bye-gone 
»y8 both curious and interesting. 

|||.|t is frequenw^^^^^R'f-^i^^'pnli^Irs have under- 
toen its repqbljcatiod 4n a' ohM-pe| Jorlu' to meet a growing 
,pg^nd.,. If compact^ 
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To Fiest Volume. — The present volume of sketches and 
illastK^tiona of Madras in the Olden Time, is a repnblioation of a 
series of papers which have already appeared from week to week 
in, the columns of the Indian Statesman. The compxler has 
Ion o- been anxious to obtain some information respecting the early 
history of the English settlements on the Coast of OoromandeK 
Hitherto the century commencing with the first establishnient ot 
Fort St. George, and closing with the war between the 
and English in which the intriguing of Dupleix was 
the genius of Olive, has been emphatically a blank in the histmr j 




of Tn dia- The Government Office was known to be crowded with 
documents illustrative of the period ; but no one appears to have 
had sufficient leisure to commence the task of hasteical reswcn. 
Some two years ago however Mr. Hudleston, the present Sub- 

Secretary of the Board of Eevenue, made a few extracts from 
the earliest volumes of the Madras Eecord^ aud read them 
the Committee of the Madras Literary Society. The e^*^raot8 
disclosed a state of society so curious and interesting, that a 
who beard them were anxious that they should be continn^^; 
hut the pressure of official duties, appears to ha,ve 
Hudleston to abandon Ms task just as- he had discovered the trn 
value of the mine. , 

The Compiler of the present work confesses that his ^ 

was powerfully excited by the extracts selected by Mr. Hud es- 
ton; and shortly afterwards circumstances ^V ^rls 

it. In the course of last year he was appointed by the Madras 
Government to report upon the character and relative value of 
Si the Becords in the ^vernment Office, 

destruction of those which should prove on examination to be 
not worth preserving. In the progress of his task 
became familiar more or less with the whole of the 
and subsequently by the kind permission of the Mad^s ®®vein- 
Sit he was eLbled to make use of the earlier Kecords tor 
historical and antiquarian purposes. 

The present volnme, though only to be regarded as a farst 
instalmLt, is in reality complete in itself. The period over which 
it extends corresponds almbst exactly with 
Macaulay’s history. It opens with the foundation of Port St. 


K 
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G-eoi’^e, just on tlie eve of the great civil war between Charles 
the First and his Parliament ; and it ©loses with the blockade 
of the Fort bj Nabob Dawood Khan in the Governorship of 
Thomas Pitt; an event which took place in 1702, the year in 
-which William the Third was carried to the grave, and Queen 
Anne ascended the throne of England. 

The design of the compiler has been to convey to the reader 
all tlie pleasure and interest to be derived from a perusal of the 
original records, without the painfnl labour of wading through 
a mass of commercial detail. Moreover, in order to render the 
work more generally entertaining, he has freely used all facts in 
independent histories which served to iilnstrabe or explain any 
allusions in the Records. Thus the histories of Mill, Elphinstone, 
Grant Diiif, Bruce, Briggs, Dow, and others, have been generally 
consulted ; and indeed no fact has, been stated, which does not 
appear in the Records, or does not have the sanction of one or 
other of the established Indian authorities. The reader however 
will readily perceive that the bulk of the hook is taken from the 
Records ; 'and that other historians have only been consulted for 
purposes of illustration or explanation. 

As regards the pictures of society here represented, the Eng- 
lish portion will be found to correspond generally with the old 
fashioned pictures which appear in the novels of De Foe. Few* 
perhaps in this decorous age will confess to having read not only 
Robinson Crusoe and Captain Singleton, but Colonel Jack, Moll 
Flanders, Roxana, History of the Devil, and others which need 
not be named. Those however who have revelled in the quaint 
simplicity of the “True Born Englishman,*’ will find ample evi- 
dence in the following pages of the truthfulness of his delinea- 
tions of English life and character at the close of the seventeenth 
and opening of the eighteenth century. 

In conclusion the writer must acknowledge with thanks the 
facilities afiorded him by the Madras Government in the prose- 
cution of his task, and the interest which has been displayed in 
the undertaking. The autographs of six Madras Governors, and 
- of Sir John Goidsborough, Governor General, at the commence- 
ment of the volume, w’-ere carefully traced from the originals in 
the Government Office, and transferred to stone by one of the 
students in Dr, Hunter’s School of Arts. 

Mabkas, 23rd? February^ 1861. 
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To Second Volume.— In issuing a second volnnieof ^ Madras 
in iiift Olden Time” as ifc is depicted in the old records of the 
Madras Government, the Compiler has little to add to the Preface 
which was appended to the former volume. He has continued to 
adhere to his Lsign of endeavouring to convey to the 
the pleasure and information to be derived from a perusal of the 
original records, without the painful labour ot wading through 
a iass of obsolete detail. The present volume brings anna s 
down to the year 1727. The third volume will so far complete the 
undertaking^ as to fill up the blank which has hitherto existed in 
the history of the English Settlement, between the first foundation 
of Port St. George and the period when Mr. Orme a history may 
be said to begin. 

According to the plan here sketched out, the present series of 
aTinals of tbe Madras Presidency will be brongbt to a close abont 
the middle of the last century. But it may not be prematnre to 
add that the compiler has no intention of bringing his ^ 

a conclusion at so important a crisis in the _ histo^ of 
India. Prom 1640 to 1760 the annals comprise little more than 
tbe story of a commercial settlement ; and may be best gathered 
from selections from the early records, snch as we are now placing 
before our readers. But the half century immediately succeeding 
to that period is a period of conquest, of which only a small 
portion of the history has been told by Mr. Orme, and to which 
modern historians generally have only done partml justice. 
India as it was in the days of Clive and Hastings, Hyder and 
Tionoo of Ooote and Wellington, of Cornwallis and Mormngton, 
isXoat a blank so far as a living narrative of the times is 
concerned. The politician, the moralist, and the military annalist 
have done their best, but it still remains for the antiquarian to 
exhume from the records of the time, the story of that eventful 
period written by the hands of the actors themselves. Snch a 
task however involves far more than an exammation of the 
records of a single Presidency; and the writer must therefore 
defer placing any definite plsm before hfje^d®rs, until the third 
and concluding volume of “ Madras in the Olden Tune, which 
is nearly all ready for the press, shall have been fairly brought 
to a close. 

Mapbas, July lOth^ 1861. 
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To Thibd Volume. — In issuing the third and concluding 
volume of the annals of Madras in the Olden Time, the compiler 
has to do little more than, ex^e^s his .g-rjatification at having 
completed his original desigir -rf.dtos&ating the histoi’j of the 
Presidency by means of the Government Becords, from the period 
or the first foundation of Port St. Geoi’ge in 1639, down to the 
occupation of Madras by the French in 1746-48. The facilities 
afforded him by the Madras Government, have thus enabled him. 
to fill up a blank in the history of India, and to supply authentic 
illustrations of that century of which there had been previously 
no published record -worthy of the name ; and he sincerely trusts 
that the labour of love upon -which he has been engaged wall 
afford some pleasure to his readers, as well as add to their know- 
ledge of the doings in the presidency in the days long gone by. 

The present volume, which is somewhat thicker than eithei’of 
its predecessors, possesses some peculiarities to which attention 
may be specially drawn. Besides a complete alphabetical index 
of names to all the three volumes, a curious collection of quaint 
old rules and regulations has been added in the shape of an 
appendix. Above all the writer has been able to present his 
readers with a copy of a valuable map of “ Madras and its Bn- 
virons in the year i733/’ representing the actual condition of the 
Presidency as it was about a hundred and thirty years ago. 
This map was originally drawn during the administration of 
Governor George Morton Pitt, and has been preserved in the 
department of the Chief Engineer. Moreover, in order to illus- 
trate the changes which have taken place since that period, a 
corresponding map has been drawn on the same sheet of Madras 
and its Environs in the present year of grace 1861.” At the 
same time two plans of the Fort St. George at corresponding 
dates are exhibited on the same sheet. For this map, which so 
exactly illustrates the outward appearance of Madras in the 
Olden Time, the compiler and his readers ai‘e equally indebted 
to the Madras Government. 

In thus announcing the completion of the first series of 
“ Madras in ijhe Olden Time,” the compiler by no means wishes 
it to be inferred that his labours on the Records of this Presidency 
have been brought to a close. A glorious half century yet re- 
mains, which commences with the conquest of the Carnatic, and 
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ends with the fall of Seringapatam, and final triumph of the 
British arms from sea to sea. But this period requires a dmerent 
treatment from that which has been adopted in dealing with 
the history of the preceding century. The political and military 
transactions of the period have already perhaps been suflieiently 
narrated by Orme, Wilks, Duff, and other writers, whose names 
and works are alike generally known. Accordingly it has been 
deemed expedient to commence an entirely new work, which 
shall be altogether independent of the present annals.^ But this 
proposed plan is not yet sufficiently matured, and mdeed,^ the 
engagements of the compiler demand a brief breathing time. 
However, in thus . presenting the public with the compietion of 
his first work on the history of this Presidency, he may be per- 
mitted to express a hope that but a short time will elapse before 
he may be able to resume his historical illustrations of " Madras 
in the Olden Time.’* 

Madras, IBlh Lecemler 1861 . 
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HISTORY OF THE MADRAS 
PRESIDENCY. 

^ 

Ci3[A.Pa?ElR' I. , ' 

EAELY SETTLEMENT IN INDIA. 

Old Madras 1 What a multitnde of associations are called up by 
the simple words ; what curious pictures of the past flash before our 
eyes. Those who are old themselves will recall the days of their 
youth; the good old times of Elliot, of Munro, or of Lushington, 
when Hotels and Clubs were not, but when boundless hospitality, 
aristocratic exclusiveness, choice scandal, and occasional duels were 
the order of the day. But our present object would rather be to 
recall Madras in an age long antecedent to these comparatively 
tranquil times. We would endeavour to picture Madras as it was 
some two centuries ago ; when Members of Oouncil rode about in 
bullock bandies, and the guards of the President were armed with 
bows and arrows, swords and shields; when gentlemen wore large 
hose, ‘‘ peasecod bellied” doublets, preposterous breeches, and hats 
with conical crowns and bunches of feathers; when the ladies, very 
few in number, wore long waisted stomachers and powerfully 
starched ruffs ; when the Port was nothing more than a fortified 
Factory, in which the Factors and Merchants bought and sold, gave 
their orders, and made their payments, just like any merchant firms 
of modern date ; when all took their meals together, attended daily 
prayers, and lived like a little brotherhood, who were all kept under 
by a strict discipline, and who, but for the attractions of burnt wine, 
punch, native beauty, and occasional quarrels, may be said to have 
lived as sober and God fearing lives in this Presidency, as were led 
by their brethren in Leadenhall Street or Cheapside. Whether we 
snail continue our task in future chapter, and bring our familiar 
sketches of Madras down to the days of our grandfathers, will 
depend very much upon the degree of success which may attend 
our early efforts. For the present we shall content ourselves with 
endeavouring to paint a picture of the little Presidency, with all its 
hopes, joys, and fears, as it was about the time of Charles II and 
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hia immediate successora. In. a word, to furnisii a few gossipping 
chapters upon onr early Colonial life, during the first ^ 

settlement in Madras ; a period which is fall of interest, but which 
at present is almost a blank page in the annals ot India. 

Before however we begin to depict the little world within, we 
must endeavour to describe the great world without. Our ^'eaders 
need not be alarmed. Our history shall not be very formidable. 
We shall follow the true Macaulay method of only dwelling on what 
is interesting, and then striding with the speed of seven leagued 
boots over all that is dry and dull. 

From time immemorial the rich productions of 
eaSdesired by the civilised world. Her cottons^spices, jewels, and 
■nerfumes had been carried up the Bed Sea to the Solomon, 

of Ahasuerus, and of the Caesars ; and during the Middle Ages, many 
of her choicest productions were conveyed by t^ Venetian merchjmts 
from the ports of Egypt to the Courts of the European kings. But 
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries saw a vast revolution m com- 
mercial enterprise. Spain had discovered and conquered Mexict 
and Peru. Portugal had discovered the route round the Cape, and 
opened the trade with India. For nearly a century, ^ 
about 1500 to 1600, the Portuguese en3oyed the monopoly ^6 
San seas, and possessed rich and extensive settlements on both 
sides of the Indian peninsula. Indeed, not content with being 
memhLts, they claimid to be kings; but instead of conciliating the 
natives, they rendered themselves hated by their ^ haughtiness, their 
arrogance, their religious intolerance, and their dissolute lives. But 
Ttill they continued to monopolize the trade, and all merchants from 
other European countries, and even shipwrecked mariners, were 
treated with the utmost severity, if not with cruel barbarity. 

In Europe the great merchants were the Dutch. In other words 
they had become the great carriers of Europe, and their country had 
become the emporium of trade. In a former century they had 
obtained the products of India from the Italians ; but now the rich 
traders of Amsterdam, proceeded every year to Lisbon to purchase 
spices from the Portuguese. In 1580 the Dutch threw ofi the yoke of 
Spain and formed themselves into the United Provinces. 1 hat very 
year the famous Don Sebastian, King of Portugal, eiUier fell or 
disappeared during an expedition against the Moors. He 
without leaving any children, and Pinlip IIof Spam obtained the 
Portuguese crown. Philip was a spiteful man. He thought to 
punish the Dutch for their revolt, by excluding them from his 
dominions. This policy proved most suicidal. The Dutch, instead 
of bein® good customers, became formidable rivals; instead oi 
purchasing Indian commodities in the Lisbon market, they pushed 
on bravely to the Indian seas, and soon became ruinous c^petitors 
with Philips Portuguese subjects for the Indian trade. They com- 
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meneed wibii caution. They did nob atterapb feo interfere with the 
Portuguese trade on the coasts of the Indian continent, but they 
directed their attention to that portion of the Malay Archipelago, 
which is known by the name of Spice Islands. In 1600 they had 
already erected a factory at Bantam in Java, and commenced a trade 
with the large island of Sumatra and the small Spice Islands. 
Subsequently, the factory in Java, swelled out into the great but 
unhealthy city of Batavia ; which henceforth became the seat of the 
Dutch Government in the East, and the centre of their trade. Mean- 
time the power of the Portuguese declined. The annexation to 
Spain proved their ruin. They received no further reinforcements 
from Europe, and their more enterprising rivals soon began to 
establish factories on the continent. In 1610 the Dutch erected 
the fort at Pulicat, about twenty-three miles to the northward 
of the place where Madras now stands. In 16*60, they took Megapa- 
tam from the Portuguese. In 1663, they took Cochin in like manner. 
Thus they became the great merchant princes of the East, possess- 
ing important settlements both on the coast of Coromandel and the 
coast of Malabar. The seventeenth centnry was indeed the golden 
period of Dutch commerce. Without any native produce to export, 
and without even a piece of timber fit for ship building, the foreign 
trade of Holland was at this period greater than that of all Europe 
besides. 

Meantime the merchants of London bad been equally yearning for 
a share in the riches of the Indian trade. Throughout the reign of 
the great Elizabeth, their longing for the gold of Opbir bad been 
stimnlated to the highest pitch by the successes of Spain and 
Portugal. They tried in vain to cut out new routes by the north-west 
and the north-east, and even attempted to open an overland trade ; the 
successive circumnavigations of the world by Drake and Cavendish 
still giving additional stimulus to the spirit of enterprise. They 
next sent some ships round the Cape, but the experiment failed in 
consequence of disease and shipwreck.' But soon all London was 
ringing with the successes of the Dutch, and the British merchant 
was almost mad with exasperation. At last in 1599 an association 
was formed under the title of Merchant Adventurers.’’ A fund 
was subscribed, and the subscribers petitioned the Yirgin Queen to 
allow them to fit out three ships, to export bullion, and to be 
exempted from payment of customs for six voyages. At that very 
moment a peace was pending between England and Spain. The 
Spanish Armada had been utterly destroyed ; Cadiz had been taken 
by Effingham and Essex; but still the English Government was 
anxious not to imperil the peace, by giving countenance to an expe- 
dition, which might be supposed to threaten the Indian possessions 
of Portngal. In vain the Merchant Adventurers petitioned for an 
immediate warrant. The Privy Council maintained that a peace with 
Spain would prove more beneficial to England than even the Indian 
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trade. But the ardour of the Merchant Adventurers could nofc 
brook delay. They presented another Memorial in which they 
enumerated first all the Indian settlements belonging to Spain and 
Portugal; and secondly, all the kingdoms and islands which were 
wholly out of their dominions ; and they concluded by challenging 
the Spanish Commissioners to<show any just and lawful reasons why 
Her Majesty, and all other Christian princes and states, should be 
barred from the Indian seas, and from the dominions of so many 
free potentates in which neither Spain nor Portugal possessed the 
shadow of authority. The memorial was referred to the celebrated 
Sir Poulkes Greville, who returned another long and cnrious report 
on the limits of the Portuguese jurisdiction in the East Indies. The 
royal consent to the project of the Adventurers was then freely 
granted. The Association entrusted the management of the busi- 
ness to twenty-four Directors ; and on the 23rd September 1600, the 
first Court of Directors of the East India Association was held at 
“ Founder’s Hall/’ 

The geographical information furnished by the Merchant Adven- 
turers and Sir Fonlkes G-reville, is very interesting. It was derived 
from various authors, -^Portuguese, Spanish, Italians, Dutch, and 
English, — ^whose names are now only known to the antiquarian ; and 
it contains a flood of information which shows how rapidly geogra- 
phical science had progressed in that age of enterprise. Of course 
most of the marvellous stories of Sir John Mandeville were popularly 
believed ; but still a large amount of faithful description had reached 
Europe, and every day the torch of truth was carried further and 
further into the regions of fable. As regards India, much geogra- 
phical information respecting the coast of Malabar had already been 
published ; and the maids of honour in the Court of Elizabeth, had 
long been giggling over the stories of a country where the ladies 
had as many husbands as they pleased ; or else were denouncing the 
cruel law which compelled a beloved wife to burn herself with the 
body of her deceased husband. Even the Coast of Coromandel was 
known. The Porfciignese had already penetrated to Bengal ; whilst 
a century before the country had been a terra incognita, and the 
counti*y now called Orissa was believed by many intelligent English- 
men to be peopled by men who had horses heads and fed on human 
■■flesh..' 

We are not reviewing the history of the late Company, and there- 
fore shall content ourselves with saying, that in 1601 the first fleet 
set sail, not for the Indian continent), but, like the Dutch, for the 
Indian Archipelago. At that time the English and Dutch nations 
were on the best of terms, for Elizabeth had nobly supported the 
Dutch against Spain. Again the English did not want to come into 
collision with the Portuguese. Above all the cloves, nutmegs, and 
mace of the Molucca and Banda isles, the pepper and camphor of 
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Sumatra, and the endless productions of Java, would furnish as 
valuable a cargo as any which could be carried to Europe, One 
little incident may be mentioned as strikingly illustrative of the 
character ot‘ the Adventurers that went on the voyage. The 
Lord Treasurer requested the Directors to employ Sir Edward 
Michelbonrne on the expedition. But it seems that the business 
qualifications of gentlemen of the court are rarely appreciated by the 
commercial community ; and the dashing gallants of the Elizabethan 
era, adventurous and brave as they doubtless were, appear to have 
enjoyed but little favour in the eyes of the trading citizens of 
London. Accordingly the Directors resolved on consultation, not 
to employ any gentleman in any place of charge;” and they requested 
‘Hhat they might be allowed to sort their business with men of their 
own qualitye, lest the suspicion of the employment of gentlemen 
being taken hold uppon by the generalitie, do dry ve a greate number 
of the Adventurers to witbdi’aw their contributions.” 

We need scarcely say that the early voyages of the Bast India 
Company were very successful, realising fi'om a hundred to two 
hundred per cent, on the capital expended. Eor the first few years, 
the English merchants and factors apparently lived on friendly 
terms with the Dutch ; and this continued so long as the English 
were satisfied with the goods they could obtain in Sumati^a and 
Java, and refrained from trading at the small Spice Islands, now- 
known as the Moluccas and Bandas. These Islands, as we shall 
presently see, were regarded by the Dutch as their peculiar 
property ; and they alone produced the finer spices, such as nutmegs, 
for which fabulous prices could be obtained in the markets at home. 

Thus the English established two principal factories; one at 
Acheen in the Island of Sumatra, and the other at Bantam in the 
Island of Java. The goods they brought out consisted partly of 
British staples, such as cloth, lead, and tin ; partly of British manu- 
factures, such as cutlery and glass ; and partly of foreign merchan- 
dize, such as quicksilver and Bussian hides. In return they obtained 
cargoes of raw silk, indigo, pepper, cloves, and mace ; articles which, 
together with even the more precious nutmegs, are now to be found 
-in every cottager’s cupboard in Great Britain, but which in the days 
of the Stuarts and early Georges, fetched prices which would strike 
terror into the hearts of modern house-keepers. But a great event 
was at hand, no less than the establishment of an English Factory 
on the Indian continent. As early as 1608, the Factors in Java 
reported home that there was a great demand in the Islands for the 
cloths and calicoes manufactured on the Indian peninsula. About 
the same time, as we have already seen, the heavy but enterprising 
Dutchmen had begun to entertain the same notions. They however 
directed their attention more to the Coast of Coromandel, whilst the 
English were more attracted by the Coast of Malabar. As early as 
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1610 the Dutch began to build a square fort on the Pulicat lake. 
The English found more difficiiby in establishing themselves. The 
Portuguese were as yet the lords of the continental trade ; but whilst 
they possessed settlements at St. Thom^ and other spots on the 
Coromandel Coast as far as the mouths of the Ganges and Straits 
of Malacca, yet their chief trade was on the Coast of Malabar. For 
nearly a century, the town and fort of Goa, about half-way down the 
Malabar side, had been the centre of their commerce and the seat of 
their power. There they had led a life of intolerance and luxury, of 
piety and oppression. They also possessed another important settle- 
ment at the ancient town of Surat ; near the top of the same coast, 
and about 400 miles northward of Goa. Surat, which is mentioned 
in the Eamayana, has been famous for its commercial wealth from 
time immemorial. Swarthy traders from Jerusalem and Sidon, from 
Memphis and Aden, from the -3Egean Sea and the Persian Gulf, — ^had 
anchored in the river Taptee and crowded the narrow streets of Surat, 
— had sunned themselves in the smiles of Surat beauty, and laid their 
offerings upon her idol shrines, — when Priam yet reigned in Troy, 
when Solomon held the sceptre of Judah from his golden throne and 
golden footstool, and long ere the stern old Romans had built their 
rocky nest on the Palatine MIL For countless ages the coasting 
trade had been carried on over the Erythrsean ; and now when the 
adventurous Portuguese had opened the route round the Cape, the 
** white faces*’ were bearing away the gold, the pearls, the diamonds, 
and the ambergris, the silks, the cottons, the fragrant woods, and the 
brilliant dyes, — just as had been done by the Phoenicians of olden 
time. The gems which would have sparkled on the necks of 
Solomon’s queens, were now lighting up every court in Europe ; 
the incense which would have been offered on the altar of Jehovah, 
or on the shrines of Zens or Apollo, was now being burnt in the 
censers of Christendom, and stimulating the devotions of every 
people who acknowledged the authority of the Holy See. 

In 1612 the English first obtained a settlement in Surat ; but they 
only succeeded after some desperate conflicts with the Portuguese ; 
just as the Portuguese themselves had fought their way against the 
Arab merchants, who had previously monopolised the Red Sea trade, 
and carried Indian goods to Alexandria for the Yenetians to bear 
away to the west. The successes of the English over the Portuguese, 
excited the admiration, the respect, and even the gratitude of the 
Native authorities ; and an imperial firmaun was actually obtained 
from the Great Mogul, authorizing the English to establish a factory 
on payment of a duty on all goods of 3 J per cent. 

Thus the ** English House,” as it was called, was opened at Surat* 
The native Surac merchants readily bought our broadcloths, kersies, 
quicksilver, lead, Vermillion, sword blades, knives, and looking- 
glasses; whilst the English Factors obtained calico, cotton yarn, 
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indigo, and drugs: Th latter articles were sent home, but the 
calicoes and cottons were carried to Java, and exchanged with the 
utmost advantage for pepper and spices. At Surat the object of the 
English Agent was to extend the trade to the inland markets as well 
as to the adjoining sea ports. At Java the object was to open a trade 
with China, Japan, and Siam ; and above all bo pub a foot into the 
little but precious Spice Islands. In both directions the English had 
to contend against formidable rivals. In Western India they had to 
encounter the hostilities and intrigues of the Portuguese. In the 
Islands they bad to encounter the growing animosity of the Dutch. 
The principles of Free Trade were totally unknown. The object of 
one and all of the three nations of English, Dutch, and Portuguese, 
was to obtain and secure a monopoly of the trade in the Indian seas. 
But the immediate cause of the dea&y quarrel between the English 
and Dutch was the nutmegs ! 

Having thus fairly landed our countrymen on the shores of India, 
it will be necessary to glance at the state of Hindustan at the time of 
our story. From time immemorial India has been a conquered 
country. Wave after wave of the great Tartar or Turanian races of 
Central Asia, have poured in from the North, bringing with them noble 
languages, but rites so utterly barbarous as to be almost beyond 
belief horrible institutions in which human sacrifices were offered 
to appease the wrath of ghosts and demons, and in which men and 
women herded together like cattle. The Brahmins next appeared 
upon the scene ; a people altogether different, and belonging, nob to the 
Tartar, or Turanian race, but to the same great Arian race, as the 
Greeks, the Bomans, and our noble selves. These Brahmins gradually 
civilised the Tartar inhabitants, divided them into castes, taught 
them the worship of Yishnoo and Si?a, and made themselves the 
priestly sovereigns of the country. Subsequently the priest was 
compelled to give way to the soldier, — the Brahmin to the Kshetrya, 
— and India fell under the dominion of Bajahs. Such was the state 
of things when the Mussulmans, — Turks and Mongols, — poured in 
successive eruptions over the valley of the Punjab, and at last 
established a throne at Delhi. 

The history of the Mahommedan Empire in India is about the driest 
in the world. Even in the hands of a writer like Mouiitstuart 
Elphinstone, it is as heavy as lead ; and until some historical 
romancer can be found with sufficient boldness to leave out all the 
wars, all the geography, and all the proper names, and confine 
himself to Arabian Nights^’-like stories of love adventures and 
court scandal, combined with a few operatic plots of murder, suicide, 
royal peasants, and peasant kings, — the history of Delhi will be a 
blank to the general reader. 

Our narrative therefore shall be very brief. The first Mahommedan 
conqueror who invaded India was Mahmoud the Ghaznavide. Every 
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one who has read “ Lalla ^o°kh” knows the^ 
flourished about the tiiue of William the Oonque 

Land of the Sun ! what foot 
Thy Pagods and thy pillar d shacles- 

Thy cavern shrines, and Thrones ^ 

Thy Monarchs and their thousand Throne . 

’Tis He of Gazna— fierce in ivrath 
He comes, and IifiUA’s diadems 

Lie scatter’d in his ruinous path.— 

His bloodhounds he adorns with gems, 

Torn from the violated necks ^ 

Of many a young and lov d bnltana , 

Maidens, within their pure Zenana, 

Priests in the very fane he slaughters, 


UI gOmtSU i.1 £ 1 

^SiSgiSi 

to break in pi , * ^ ^ , declared that he was a breaker and not 

^ Thf deity wts smashed forthwith, and an immense 
^tofi of found concealed in the belly of 

the idol. 

dSu’S gSS| «S.d lUr 

fhp usual neriod of four centuries, namely, from A. B. '^*,^ 4 * 

1 4.00 ' a -neriod which commences with the invasions of Mahmoud, 

and the sack, the conflagration, and massacre at J?“ ^twers 

anarchy which attended this last event, many of 

in Southern India recovered their independence; but subseqimntl^ 
X a lapse of a century or so, they were again o^evthv^n^ 
Mahommedan adventurers, and their territories formed into Mahom 
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medan . kingdoms. Two of these kingdoms are worthy of especial 
mention from their connection with, the subsequent history of 
Madras ; namely, the two great kingdoms of the Dekkan, — Bijapoor 
and Golconda. Both were established about A. D. 1500; andheither 
were overthrown until the reign of Aurungzebe, and about half a 
century after the first foundation of Fort St. George. 

But we must now return to Delhi ; for notwithstanding the 
anarchy which prevailed, and the retkeraent of Timonr from India, 
the descendants of the famous Tartar were destined to hold the 
sceptre of India, and reign at Delhi under the title of ‘‘'Great 
Moguls.’’ The first monarch of this new dynasty was Baber, the son 
of a great-grandson of Tiraoiir; who, after a series of adventures 
which have stamped him the knight-errant of Asia, obtained the 
throne of Delhi aboixt 1525. The last of the “ Great Moguls” was 
the miserable wretch, who, after reaching an advanced old age in the 
enjoyment of the splendid bounty of the great company, treacher- 
ously gave bis countenance to. the great mutiny of 1857, and now 
expiates his oJ^enee in imprisonment at Eangoon. 

The reigns of Baber, of Humayoon, and of Akbar, extended over 
the whole of the sixteenth century. They thus corresponded to the 
period of Portuguese dominion in India, — to the period of the 
Reformation, — and to the reigns of Henry Till, Edward VI, Mary, 
and Elizabeth. The name of Akbar occupies a considerable place in 
Oriental history ; but in the present chapter we only care to review 
such portions of Oriental history as will illustrate our own. He 
died whilst the English and Dutch were just beginning to quarrel 
over the pepper and nutmegs in Java and the Spice Islands ; and he 
was succeeded in 1605 by bis son Jebangir, 

Jehangir is celebrated for his passionate attachment to the 
beautiful Hourmahal, the Light of the Haram and the story of 
his loves has been duly sung by that love making Irish bard, Tom 
Moore : — 

“ If woman can make the worst wilderness dear, 

Think, think what a heaven she must make of Oasekeee ! 

So felt the magnificent Son of Akbae, 

When from power and pomp and the trophies of war 

He flew to that Talley, forgetting them all 

With the light of the Haram, his young Kouemahal, 

When free and uncrown’d as the Conqueror roy’d 
By the banks of that Lake, with his only belov’d, 

He saw, in the wx:eaths she would playfully snatch 
From the hedges, a glory his crown could not match, 

And preferr’d in his heart the least ringlet that curl’d 
Down her exquisite neck to the throne of the world.” 

Sir Thomas Hoe was sent as an ambassador from. James I to the 
great Jehangir; and presented his Imperial Majesty with some 
English bulldogs, some famous red wine, and above all with some 
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English pictures. Our story strips off much of the sentiment -which 
attaches to the name of the lover of Nourraabal. Jehangir was 
much such a hero as our own George lY. He approved mightily of 
the bulldogs. He drank so much of the red wine, that in the warmth 
of his heart he vowed that he would make no distinctions between 
Christians, Moors, and Jews, but that he would love them all ; but 
then alas! it was discovered that His Majesty was crying drunk, and 
**' sighs stole out and tears began to flow.” The pictures proved less 
successful in pleasing his taste. He drew out a painting of a beau- 
tiful Yeniis leading a dark coloured Satyr by the nose; and not 
being familiar with classical story, he unfortunately supposed it to 
be a representation of himself being led by the nose by the beautiful 
Nourmahal. That unhappy interpretation had well nigh ruined the 
success of Roe^s embassy ; buc we believe that another beaker of red 
wine washed away the angry suspicions of the tipsy Mogul. More- 
over, the bard of Erin did not tell the whole truth of Hourmahal 
Jehangir had put her husband to death in order to marry her ; and 
this was the cause of their early estrangement, and not, as Moore 
represents it, — 

A something, light as air — a look, 

A word unkind or wrongly taken/' 

Shah Jehanwas the son and successor of the sentimental and 
convivial Jehangir. He constructed the famous peacock's throne, 
and the splendid mausoleum of white marble decorated with mosaics, 
known as the Taj Mahal. His reign, which almost exactly corres- 
ponded to the reigns of Charles I and Oliver Cromwell, is chiefly 
remarkable for the rebellion of his sons. It terminated in the 
accession of the crafty Aurungzebe in 1658, the very year that 
Cromwell died. 

Our sfcory of the events which led to the first foundation of Madras 
is now drawing to a close. The settlement took place in the reign of 
Shah Jehan. There had been a tremendous quarrel between the 
Dutch and English about the nutmegs. Attempts were vainly made 
to arrange matters by a treaty, in which the trade and expenses in 
Java, and even in Pulicat, were to be alike shared. The Dutch were 
far the stronger, and the English were like lambs endeavouring to 
live in terms of amity with wolves. As early as 1620, the English 
had been compelled to leave Pulicat, but had managed to effect a 
pttlement at Masnlipatam. At last the quarrel reached a climax 
in the massacre of the English in one of the. Spice Island ; an event 
which is still remembered with horror as the ** massacre of Amboyna.” 

^ Eor many a generation afterwards the English and Dutch con- 
tinued to be at deadly enmity in the East ; but meantime the English 
managed to effect a permanent settlement on the Coromandel Coast. 
In 1625 the English obtained a piece of ground at Armagbaum, 
about forty miles to the north of Pulicat, and made it a subordinate 
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station to Masnlipatam. It was well for tliem tliafe they did so ; for 
three years afterwards they were all compelled to retire from Masnli- 
patam to Armaghanm in consequence of the oppressions of the 
Hative Governor. Subsequently some of them returned to Masnii- 
patam, bat still the oppressions and embarrassments went on ; and 
it was apparent, both to the Factors out here, and to the Court of 
Directors at honae, that if a trade was to be carried on in these seasj 
some spot must be obtained more favourable to trade, and o&ring 
more security to the Company’s servants and property. Accordingly 
Mr. Francis Day, member of the Conncil at Masulipatam, was 
dispatched to examine the country in the neighbourhood of the 
Portuguese settlement at St. Thom A 

Mr. Day met with unexpected success. He found that though, 
the surf was' heavy and dangerous, yet that the locality was favour- 
ably situated for obtaining coast goods. Moreover he received 
great encouragement both from the native powers and the Portu- 
guese. The Haick of the district promoted his views to the utmost, 
and procured for him a grant of land, with permission to build a 
fort, from the Bajah of Ghandragheri ; whilst the Portuguese at St. 
Thome behaved to him in the most friendly manner, and oJ^ered to 
give him every assistance in forming the new establishment. The 
territory granted extended five miles along shore and one inland. 

Thus was formed the first establishment in Madraspatnam in 
1689, in the reign of His Majesty Charles I, and just before the 
breaking out of the great civil war. In the present chapter we have 
confined ourselves to sketching the circumstances which led to our 
first settlement in Madras, and describing the previous condition of 
India. In the following chapter we hope to resume our story, and 
furnish our readers with a sketch of the early history and condition 
of the infant Presidency, and the nature and character of its 
relations with the native powers. 


- 4 - 


CJ^AJPrr:E::R> ii. 

EAELT TEAES OF FOET ST, GBOEGE. 

At last then we have alighted at old Madras. Ip. our previous 
chapter we carried our readers from London to the Spice Islands, and 
from the Spice Islands to Surat and Fort Saint George ; lingering 
however upon our way to gossip anent the Great Moguls who reignea 
at Delhi. But now that we have fairly crossed the surf, we wbl take 
the opportunity, — whilst Mr. Day is building up his Fort for the 
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protection of the Agency, — to take a rapid glance at the world around 
ns; and above ail, to tell the story of that Bajah of Chandragheri, 
from whom the grant of territory was originally obtained. 

The present generation will not submit to much geographical 
detail. Otherwise we might descant lovingly on the Tamiil country 
which extended from Comorin to Pulicat ; on the Oanarese country 
to the west ; on the Teiugu country to the north ; and on the strange 
old land of Orissa, or Urya country, still further away. The history 
however may not be thus scurvily treated^ ; and indeed some know- 
ledge of it is absolutely necessary, before we can understand the 
peculiar position in which the little colony of our countrymen found 
themselves two hundred years ago. 

In times primeval, when the gods danced on alternate legs and gave 
.milk to little pigs,t and when the curses of Brahmins and the 
prayers of sages were sufiicient to overthrow the deities and convulse 
the spheres, — in those days a large portion of Southern India was 
occupied by the two old Hindoo kingdoms of Chola and Pandya, 
whose relative positions may be indicated by the position of their 
respective capitals. The capital of the Chola kingdom was Oonjeva- 
ram ; the capital of the Pandya kingdom was Madura, Both cities 
are still celebrated for their magnificent pagodas, in which sculp* 
tures and architecture alike exhibited the straggle of the old mate- 
rial religion' of the Tartar races, with the more spiritual and philo- 
sophic tenets taught by the fair complexioned Brahmin. In olden 
time the sovereign of Pandya had sent ambassadors to the Court of 
Augustus Osesar ; whilst the kings of Chola had ruled Tamuls and 
Telngus as far as the banks of the Godaveri. But when Mr. Day 
first landed on these shores, these two kingdoms only existed as 
relics of the past. Their power and dignity had been battered down 
by the conquering Mussulman. They bad shrunk, like withered 
beauty, almost into nothingness ; and their last hour was fast 
drawing nigh. 

The early wars in the Dekkan between Mussulmans and Hindoos, 
resembled the conflict of an advancing flood against a strong head 
wind. Sometimes the wave of Mahomedan invasion dashed on to 
Cape Comorin ; sometimes, as its force subsided, the weakened tide 

We are afraid that some of our readers will consider the present chapter to 
be-rather too historical. But in the first place the sketch of Native history 
will be found absolutely necessary to enable us to understand the early relations 
of Madras with the Native powers.^ Secondly, no Records of any description 
appear to have been preserved in this Presidency to thr’ow light upon the inter- 
nal manners and mode of life during the Governments of Sir Edivard Winter 
and Mr. Foxcroft.’ After the year 1670 we tread upon new ground. 

t Some of onr readers may require to be informed that these are allusions to 
genuine Tamul legends, and that the circumstances are gravely related as 
amongst the sacred amusements of the gods I 
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was flung back, toiilia; Nerbud'da ri¥er. . Early in the fourteenth ceu" 
tury, — ^whilst the Mussulman power at Delhi was torn to pieces by 
internal dissensions, and the invasion of Timour was already looming 
in the distance,— the famous old Hindoo family, afterwards known 
as the Sree Bung Bayeel, established a throne at Bijanagur in the 
Canarese country. Bijanagur, or “city of victory’’ was seated on 
one of the tributaries of the Kistna, and about thirty miles from 
Bellary. In a few years the new Hindoo kingdom became the most 
powerful state in Southern India. Its conquest extended over the 
greater part of Chola and Pandya, and thus included the country in 
which Madras now stands ; and it was one of its later Kings, named 
Harsing Bajah, who erected the forts of Chandragheri and Yellore. 
Whilst this Kingdom of Bijanagur was extending its dominions, a 
successful revolt against the imperial power at Delhi led to the 
establishment of an independent fiEussulman dynasty in the country 
now called Hyderabad, known to historians as the Bahminee kings 
of the Dekkan. For a century and a half, the Hindoo house of Bija- 
nagur, and the Bahminee kings of the Dekkan, were at constant war. 
About the end of the fifteenth century, and about the time of the 
first appearance of the Portuguese on the Coast of Malabar, the 
power of the Bahminee kings was broken up, and five independent 
Mussulman monarchies were erected upon the ruins. Terrible wars 
still continued to desolate the Dekkan; sometimes between the 
Mussalman kings themselves, and sometimes between the Mussul- 
mans and the Hindoos. At last, in 1564 the Mussulman kings com- 
bined to overthrow the Hindoo dynasty at Bijanagur. A great 
battle took place on the Kistna. The Hindoos were utterly defeated. 
Their brave old Bajah was taken prisoner and put to death in cold 
blood ; and until very lately his head was still kept as a trophy at 
Bijapoor. 

But notwithstanding this decisive overthrow, the family of the 
Sree Bung Bayeel was not extinct. The next heir still retained the 
name of Bajah ; and He and his descendants were allowed to retain 
several districts in jaghire for some generations. The brother of 
the deceased Bajah removed to the Port of Chandragheri, abo^at 
seventy miles south-west of Madras ; and there seems to have become 
Bajah of the country, and to have maintained a rule more or less 
nominal over the Haiks of the surrounding districts, and amongst 
others over the Maik of Ghingleput. It was either this very brother, 
or else one of his descendants, that gave the grant of land to Mr. 
Francis Day, with permission to erect the Fort, which, in honour or 
the guardian Saint of England, was named Fort St. George. 

A melancholy incident, illustrative of that anxious desire possessed 
by every Hindoo, of having his family name handed down to future 
ages, is connected with this grant. The old Bajah of Ohandragheri, 
who still retained the name of Sree Bung Bayeel, had expressly 
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than twenty years. But the times were bad. Trade had been very 
bad at home, as well as on the Coast of CoromandeL England had 
been distracted by the great Ci?il War, between Charles and bis 
Parliament, and business was almost at a stand still. Tlie Company 
bad also suffered in another way. When king Charles returned 
from bis war against the Scots, he was in such pressing want of 
money, that he was compelled to resort to the most extraordinary 
means for obtaining it. Amongst other things he bought from the 
Company six hundred thousand lb. of pepper, on credit, at two 
shillings and a penny per lb. amounting in all to £63,000. For this 
sum four bonds were given by the farmers of the customs, of which 
only one appears to have been ultimately paid. The pepper was sold 
for ready money at one shilling and eight pence per lb. ; and thus 
the king realised a sum of £50,000. During the Civil War, and 
especially during the reign of the Puritans, no articles would com- 
mand a sale, excepting those of intrinsic value. Silks and pearls 
were an abomination in the eyes of Presbyterians and Independents ; 
who for generations had been denouncing the luxuries of the age, 
with all the energy^ with which the Hebrew Prophets of old time 
denounced the chains, the bracelets, the earrings, the nose jewels, 
and the changeable suits of apparel of the mincing beauties of 
Palestine. 

At Fort Saint George, the Factors had as many difficulties as the 
Directors at home. The Native wars were frequent and threatening. 
Sometimes it was the Mussulmans fighting with the Hindoos, some- 
times there were terrible struggles for supremacy between the two 
great Mahomedan kingdoms, of the Dekkan — Bijapoor and Golconda. 
Madras, after the flight of the Eajah of Ghandragberi, had become 
dependent upon the King of Golconda, and had obtained from him a 
cowle for the fort and town of Chennapatanam. Meantime Anrung- 
xebe had been appointed hy his father Shah Jehan to the command 
of the Mogul army in the Dekkan. Another terrible war ensued, 
which filled the country with bloodshed up to the very walls of Fort 
St. George. Ail this time the Dutch were opposing the English in 
every possible way. They endeavoured to drive the latter out of the 
market by selling cheaper and buying dearer than there was any 
occasion. This however would be considered fair play in these days 
of free trade. But the Dutch went much farther. The English 
having obtained possession of one of the precious little Spice Islands, 
the Dutch sent a number of people every year to cut down the 
nutmeg tx’ees. The English coasting trade was almost stopped by 
the Dutch cruisers, who swarmed in the Indian seas, and who were 
as ready to commit acts of piracy, as to purchase native merchan- 
dize. Sad tales might be told of that time. Besides the horrible 
massacres at Amboyna, in which Englishmen were subjected by the 
Dutch to tortures rivalling those of the inquisition, stores and 
bouses had been burnt down in Java, and it would almost seem 
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that murders as well as robberies were commitfced, during tbafe 
terrible period of commercial rivalry. The Dutch were even said to 
iiave committed piracies under the English flag against ships belong- 
ing to the native powers, and for which the English Company had 
themselves to pay a hundi'ed thousand rials of eight. But in 1652, 
matters became even more threatening. Cromwell declared war 
against Holland, and the Factors in the Fort were now in imminent 
peril. They prayed to the Directors to increase their little garrison, 
and permit them to complete their fortifications ; and above all to be 
allowed to construct a curtain towards the sea. But all to xio pur- 
pose. The little Agency in Fort St. George thus felt that they were 
in constant danger, not only from some plundering native chief on 
land, but from a cannonading from the Dutch on the side facing 
^the sea. ■ 

Meantime the English at Fort St. George and the Portuguese at 
St. Thome, seem to have lived together on the best of terms ; but 
the Portuguese had not unfrequently embroiled themselves with 
the natives, in conseq^uence of their improvident 25eal to make con- 
verts to the Boman Catholic faith. In 1650 the Portuguese nearly 
endangered the permanency of their establishments at St. Thome. 
A Padre had refused to allow a Hindoo religious procession to pass 
bis church, a-nd a terrible uproar was the result. The English at the 
Fort wisely avoided interfering in the dispute ; but they reported 
the matter to the Court of Directors at home, and expressed the 
following opinion upon the impracticability of overcoming the reli- 
gious prejudices of the Natives: — “By this you may judge of the 
lyon by his paw, and plainly discerne what small hopes, and how 
much danger we have of converting these people, that are not lyke 
the^ naket and brut Americans, but a most subtle and pollitique 
nation, who are so zealous in their religions, or rather superstitions, 
that even amongst their owne differing casts, is grounded an irre- 
conciliable hatred, which often produoeth very bloodie effects.” At 
the same time there was no lack of religious zeal on the part of the 
English, as we shall presently see; but still there was a larger 
amount of I’eligious toleration than we should have expected in that 
age, and certainly far more than was approved by the Directors at 
home. 

The friendship between the Portuguese and English was probably 
cemented by their common enmity towards the Dutch. Indeed the 
Dutch possessed so powerful a force in the Indian seas, that it 
seemed as though no nation could stand against them. They took 
Ceylon and excluded the Portuguese from the Island. They 
blockaded the Portuguese capital of Goa ; they blockaded the Eng- 
lish settlement at Bantam ; and it was fully expected that if Goa fell, 
the Dutch would blockade the Surat river, and thus put themselves 
in possession of the whole of the trade on the Coast of Malabar. 
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In 1654, a treaty was afc length concluded between the English 
and Dutch, known as the treaty of Westminster. Four Gommis- 
sioiiers from each nation were appointed to adjust the riyal claims 
lor injuries received during the previous forty vears* The English 
Company brought in a little bill of £2,700,000. "But the Dutch com- 
pany -was fully prepared for such a co^igency, and brought in a 
bill of nearly £“3,000,000 ! The award of the Commissioners proved 
that they considered that most of the transactions upon which the 
accounts were based were purely mythical, or at any rate that they 
belonged to a mythical period. It was decided that the Dutch Com- 
pany should pay to the English Company £85,000 ; that they should 
also pay £3,600 to the heirs or executors of the sufferers at Amboyna ; 
and that all past injuries and losses should be bnided in oblivion by 
both parties. 

But whilst peaceful relations were thus concluded between the 
English and Dutch, the infant settlement at Madras continued to 
suffer from the badness of trade, the interference of interlopers, the 
appearance of the Mahrafctas, and the bloody Civil war between the 
four sons of Shah Jehan for the throne of the Great Mogul. The 
two latter events, and their bearings upon the condition of the 
Colony we shall discuss in another chapter. For the present we 
will simply follow the hiwstory of Fort St.' George. 

We have already noticed the appointment of Sir Edward Winter 
to the Presidency of Madras in 1661. At home the whole kingdom 
was mad with joy and excitement at the downfall of the Common- 
wealth and restoration of Charles II. The reign of the puritans, — 
of sad coloured gentlemen, and pinched up sombre ladies, — was gone 
at a bound. Silks and ta.ffeties, brilliant jewels and gay apparel, 
once more sparkled at Whitehall; whilst French licentiousness, 
worse than the most Puritanical tyranny, spread from the Court to 
all parts of the kingdom, and even to the colonies abroad. But 
meantime trade revived. Fresh consignments of bullion wei'e dis- 
patched to Fort St. George, and coined into Pagodas in the Fort 
mint; and whilst part of the money was sent to Java and Sumatra 
for the purchase of pepper and spices, a large proportion was sent 
to Bengal for the purchase of silks and muslins to set off the exube- 
rant charms of the gay young ladies of the Court of merry king 
Charles. 

The appointment of Sir Edward Winter marks a new period in 
the history of Madras. Hitherto the Factors had been plain business 
men, trying to keep on good terms with every one, and especially 
with the Native Powers. Their principal vice appears to have been 
a strong tendency to trade on their own account, rather than on 
account of the Company. This itching for private trade Sir Edward 
Winter was especially called upon to put down by all the means in 
his power. The Factories in Bengal and on the Coast of Coro- 
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m&ndel* were all placed under his immediate superintendence, and 
were ordered to transmit to him regular accounts of their proceed- 
ings. He was empowered to dismiss from the service any of 
the Company’s servants who should be found to have engaged in 
private trade, and to send them back to England. Moreover, a 
warrant under the Privy Seal was obtained from king Charles, 
authorising the new President to seize and send to England, all 
other persons not in the Company’s service, who had engaged in the 
private trade of the country, or in navigating the vessels of the 
country powers. • 

Sir Edward Winter held the government from 2661 to 1665 by 
right, and from 1665 to 1668 by usurpation. His name is barely 
mentioned by the historians of India; and the opinion which the 
Directors had been first led to adopt, in consequence of the repre- 
sentations made to them by the other members of Council at Port 
St. George, is also adopted without question by Mill and others, 
namely, that he was recalled in consequence of his being implicated 
in private trade. We must confess that we have arrived at a very 
different opinion. To us Sir Edward Winter appears to have been 
a brave and loyal subject of his Majesty ; who had excited the enmity 
of his subordinates by his vigorous correction of abuses, and aroused 
their fears by his manly efforts to teach the Hatives that English- 
men were their equals and not their slaves ; but who at last fell a 
victim to a hot headed zeal which we may sincerely deplore, but 
which we must not too hastily condemn. 

The whole story of Sir Edward’s administration is so illustrative 
of the times, as well as intrinsically interesting, that we must tell it 
at full length. On his first arrival at Port St. George, he found that 
the country trade was still much depressed by the constant wars in 
the Carnatic. On one occasion the Port itself seems to have been 
besieged, though unsuccessfully, by Neknam Khan, nabob of Gol- 
conda, or rather Oommander-in-Ohief of the army of Abou Hassan, 
king of Golconda or Hyderabad. Accordingly the new President 
directed his attention to improving the sea trade with Bengal, and 
Bantam; and at the same time proposed to retaliate on Native 
vessels at sea for the depredations committed by the Native powers 
on land. It was plain indeed that without some such strong mea- 
sures the trade never could be expected to revive; and it was by 
such measures alone that the Dutch had been able to keep the Native 
powers in awe as regarded themselves. Mere remonstrances were 
utterly useless. Sir Edward Winter had himself represented to a 
Naik, that goods passing from the up-country towns to Madras were 

* A Pacfcory had been established at Balasore in Orissa, by the same Jlr. Day 
who had founded the Factory at Fort St. George. This was in 1642, but 
another Factory had been previonsly founded at Piply as early as 1635. Th e 
Factories at Masulipatam and Armaghaum have already been noticed. 
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plundered by his followers V and that duties were levied by mere 
arbitrary will, without any regulai* scale. The Naik significantly 
replied that “ when the English horns and teeth grew, then he would 
free them from the duties.” 

But the little trading body in Fort St George refused to support 
the spirited policy of their President, Such open hostilities might 
indeed have protected the public trade of the Company, but would 
have sadly interfered with the nice little private speculations, with- 
out which the Coast of Coromandel was ho more profitable than 
Tower Street or the Cheap. Accordingly they thwarted him in 
everyway; until at last be sent home his resignation ; in the expect- 
ation that his public services would have been so highly valued by 
the Directors, that they would have requested him to continue in 
the Government, and at the same time would have increased hk 
powers. But meanwhile the other members of council had contrived 
to set the Court of Directors against him. They secretly charged 
him with private trade, and with exciting the hostility of the Native 
Chiefs. The latter complaint tallied with the recommendations 
which Sir Edward Winter had already sent home, respecting the 
necessity of assuming a bold front at sea. Accordingly, the resig- 
nation of the Governor was accepted, and Mr. George Foxcroft was 
appointed to reign in his stead. 

We have now to record a very curious incident in the early annals 
of the Presidency ; but before doing so’ it will be necessary to glance 
at what seems to have been the difference between the character o! 
the old President and the new. Sir Edward Winter appears to have 
been a loyal Cavalier, in those days when loyalty to Church and 
King was ranked as the highest virtue under heaven. Kor are we 
inclined to depreciate the sentiment. The single minded and 
generous fidelity of the gentlemen of England two centuries ago, were 
the salvation of the Church, and, but for the utter faithlessness of 
the reigning sovereign, might have been the salvation of their king. 
But during the wearisome period which succeeded the struggle, the 
high chivalric devotion of the old Cavalier degenerated into a bitter 
hatred and contempt for the opposite party, and had led to a readi- 
ness to draw the sword upon hearing the slightest depreciation of 
the Lord’s anointed. Mr. Foxcroft, on the other hand, was evidently 
a plain business citizen from Leadenhall Street ; and, like most of 
the commercial community of that day, was probably a sober God- 
fearing man, who may have been a regular attendant at his parish 
Church, but who would not shut his eyes to the vulgar debaucheries 
that disgraced the Court of the Second Charles. It might easily 
have been foreseen that matters would not pass pleasantly between 
such a trader from the city, and such a cavalier from Whitehall ; 
even supposing that there had been no such subject for secret 
exasperation as the supercession of the latter in the command. 
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Mr. Foxcroffc arrived at Fort St. George in June l66o. He pre- 
sented his Commission, and was received by bis predecessor with 
respect; and Sir Edward Wintier was allowed to act as second in 
Council, until he should take his departure for England. Three 
months passed away, when on one memorable day, Sir Edward 
Winter, assisted by a few others, suddenly made an attack on Mr. 
Foxoroffe and his son, and a Mr. Sambroke ; and after a desperate 
conflict, in which one man was killed and several were wounded, 
Mr. Foxcroft, his son, and Mr. Sambroke were put into confinement, 
under an accusation of having uttered seditions and ti^easonable 
expressions against His Majesty’s Government. Sir Edward Winter 
then assumed the administration, assisted by one of the Merchants, 
and the Lieutenant of the troops in garrison ; and, in reporting the 
matter home to the Court of Directors, he explained that he could 
bring living proofs of the disloyalty of Mr. Foxcroft, on the affida- 
vits of the Chaplain and one of the Factors. 

We have not the slightest doubt but that Mr. Foxcroft uttered 
some imprudent expressions, which Sir Edward Winter, carried 
sway by his hot zeal, interpreted to signify sedition and treason of 
the blackest dye. But at home suspicions were excited that the 
accusations were not true. Sir Edward Winter was not content 
with merely reporting the matter to the Court of Directors, but he 
actually addressed letters both to the king himself, and to the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury ; declaring that loyalty to his most gracious 
sovereign had been bis only motive for arresting and imprisoning 
his successor in the Presidency of Fort St. George. Moreover, be 
dispatched the letters direct, without allowing them to pass through 
the hands of his honourable masters ; and without reflecting that 
such letters were calculated to awaken suspicions at Whitehall, that 
a spirit of disloyalty prevailed amongst the servants in the Com- 
pany’s Factories in India. 

Meaiitime Mr. Foxcroft applied for assistance to the Agent at the 
subordinate Factory at Masulipatam, and through him to the Presi- 
dent at Surat. Both expressed themselves satisfied that he bad been 
excluded from the Presidency of Fort St, George on a frivolous 
both remonstrated with the persons who had assisted 
Sir Edward Winter, and assured them that the matter could only 
end in the Fort falling into the hands of the Mussulmans, the Dutch, 
or the Portuguese. 

It was only natural that under these circumstances, the fears, as 
well^ the suspicions of the Directors should be powerfully excited. 
The King was persuaded to interpose his authority ; but still a con- 
mderabie time necessarily elapsed before anything could be done, 
ihe yeoiV 1666 passed away, and Sir Edward Winter still maintained 
his authority, and kept Mr, Foxcroft in confinement. It was 
reported that he intended to deliver up the Fort to the Dutch 
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Governor of Ceylon, and that the latter had prepared a vessel for 
him to make his escape. But such a report was whoilj untrue ; or 
certainly so far untrue that no thought of such disloyalty seems ever 
to have crossed the mind of Sir Edward Winter. Another year 
passed away. In 1667 the treaty of Breda was concluded with the 
Butch, on the principle of the ‘‘ iJti Possidetis,” which was to take 
place on the lOth May 1668. Warlike preparations were now made 
at home for the recovery of the Port of St. George. Five ships were 
consigned to the Fort, equipped for war as well as for tradk The 
Directors seem to have made up their minds that the place bad been 
delivered up to the Butch, and sent general orders accordingly. II 
Madras had been given up before the 10th May, then the Agent at 
Masulipatam was to apply to the nabob of Golconda to order the 
place to be i^estored to the English ; if it had been delivered up after 
the lOth May, then a protest was to be entered that the Butch had 
refused to give it up in accordance with the treaty of Breda. If 
however Sir Edward Winter still continued in possession of the Fort, 
one or more of the Company’s ships was to stand off in the Hoads, 
and blockade Madras so as to prevent the entrance or departure of 
any vessels whatever. If the blockade failed, then the Agent at 
Masulipatam, and the Commanders of the Company’s ships were to 
hold a consultation, and offer five thousand pagodas to the nabob of 
Golconda for the cession of St. Thome to the Company. Supposing 
St, Thome were thus obtained, they were to land ordnance and 
military stores, and fortify themselves in it until further instructions 
should arrive from England. If however all these plans proved 
ineffectual, and St. Thome could not be obtained, tien Fort St. 
George was to be abandoned altogether; and the Agent at Masuli- 
patam, in consultation with the Commanders of the ships, was to 
endeavour to form a new establishment on some other part of the 
Coromandel Coast, at which goods suited to the Bantam and Europe 
markets could be obtained. 

In addition to these general orders, a Commission from the king 
was directed to the Captains of the ships, empowering them to form 
the soldiers and seamen into five Companies, and to train them in 
the use of ordnance and small arms, in order that on arriving at the 
Coast they might make an attack upon the Fort by sea and land. 
Secret instructions were also sent to promise an establishment for 
those soldiers and seamen who should be active in recovering the 
place, and a provision for the wives and families of those who might 
suffer in the action. Pardon and reward vras also to be promised to 
any of the adherents of Sir Edward Winter, who would return to 
their duty and assist in the recovery of Fort St. George, 

Meantime Sir Edward Winter continued in possession of the Fort, 
fully convinced that by so doing he was manifesting his loyalty 
towards the king. The Agent at Masnlipatam sent him certain pro- 
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positions founded on the King’s commission, but he treated the 
commission as a forgery intended to seduce him from his duty. At 
last on the 2lst May 1668 two of the Company’s ships arrived in the 
Madras Koads. Mr. Proby and Mr. Locke, members of Council, 
went on board, but were at once detained as prisoners. Mr. Proby 
was directed to write a letter informing Sir Edward Winter that he 
had seen the king’s Commission and the Company’s orders to the 
Commissioners; and that the Commissioners would come onshore 
and take possession of the Port in His Majesty’s name. Sir Edward 
Winter in reply, demanded that Mr, Proby should be first set at 
liberty, and that personal safety and protection of property should 
be guaranteed. The Commissioners were only too glad to accede to 
these terms ; and on the 22nd August they took possession of the 
Fort, and released Mr. Foxcroft from his three years’ imprisonment, 
and reinstated him in the Presidency. 

Such was the end for the time of this extraordinary proceeding, and 
the expensive armament which it entailed. Imprudent language on 
the part of Mr. Foxcroft, and intemperate zeal on the part of Sir 
Edward Winter, had thus led to a train of circumstances which are 
not the least interesting in the old annals of Madras. Subsequently 
the opinion of the Court of Directors as regarded the two men under- 
went a material change. Sir William Langhorne and six other Com- 
missioners were appointed to investigate the whole of the transaction ; 
and Mr. Foxcroft was to be allowed to continue as Agent for only 
one year, and then was to be succeeded by Sir William Langhorne, 
Mr. Foxcroft the younger was sent home ; Sir Edward Winter was 
allowed to remain at Madras to dispose of his property and recover 
his debts ; and the Court expressly ordered that he should be treated 
with every respect and allowed a passage to England. The inquiry 
ended in the recall of both Winter and Foxcroft, and the return of 
both to England about the year 1670. 


III. 

HABEAS IN THE EEIGN OE MEEBT KING CHABLES — A PICTUfiE. 

Brightly before the imagination rises up the Fort of St. George 
and the straggling town of Madraspatanam, under the presidency of 
the Honorable Sir William Langhorne, Baronet, in the middle of the 
reign of merry king Charles. The same surf is rolling heavily upon 
the beach, and almost the same naked boatmen are labouring at the 
oar, amidst the deafening cling-clang of some old Tamul refrain ; 
but only two, or perhaps tbree old-fashioned ships, are lying in the 
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rosadsj wifeb old faslaioiied cannon peeping from tbeir decks, and a 
still stranger old-fasliioned creif dropping tbe anchor or taking in 
the sails. We will suppose them, to be new arrivals from England^ 
and that all is bustle and excitement. The sun is just rising over 
the Bay of Bengal, and flashing its early rays over the dark blue 
billows. Two or three sedate members of Oonncil have just taken 
their morning draught, according to the fashion of the time, and are 
being pushed ofl from the beaoL They are arrayed in their best 
Sunday attire of gay doublets and enormous hose, and are endea- 
vouring to assume courtly airs, which sit but ungainly on those 
rough and unpolished traders. Beside them is seated the Captain 
of the little garrison, in his best uniform, somewhat the worse for 
wear, and stained may be with spots that might have been blood, but 
are far some likely to have been the droppings from a flask of red 
wine. He too is brushed and buckled as if for parade, and carries 
as swaggering an air as a man may do who is being tossed and 
rolled about by a stiff Coromandel surf. All seems to betoken the 
arrival of some extraordinary person or personages, who must be 
welcomed with unusual pomp to the Factory in Fort St. George. 

Such indeed we may assume to be the case on that early morning. 
Not only had more gold and silver ingots, woollen cloths, looking- 
glasses, cutlery, and various other sorts of home manufactures 
arrived for the Factory ; not only had some reckless recruits and 
unwieldy Are arms arrived for the Fort j not only had the second 
part of the works of the learned Br. Hammond, and the fourth 
volume of Mr. PooTs famous Synopsis, been sent by the honorable 
Directors for the use of the Chaplain and of all readers of the 
ponderous theological literature of that period ; — but due advices 
had been received that certain ladies had been allowed to go out 
from England to Fort St. George ; and that such an incident in 
those days was well calculated to excite the liveliest emotions in the 
breasts of every unmarried European in the Factory, from the 
Apprentices who helped to sort the goods, up to the Senior Mer- 
chants who sat in the Council and determined what to buy and 
what to sell. 

The relations of the colonists as regards the fair sex, were certainly 
peculiar in those odd old times. Shut out from the world of Euro- 
peans, and of course shut out from the companionship of their own 
fair countrywomen, excepting perhaps that of one or two hardy sun- 
burnt matrons, who had bravely followed their husbands to the 
Indies ; we cannot feel surprised that our predecessors in this burn- 
ing settlement, should have been often seduced, like the Israelites 
of old, who yielded their hearts to the women of Moab and Midian. 
As for the dusky beauties of the country, they seem to have been 
ever willing to smile on those who courted their charms. In some 
cases such connections were looked upon as real marriages-. When 
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Captain Hawkins carried a letter from J ames I. to the Great Mogul 
in 1609, Jebangir, who at that time reigned at Delhi, was anxious 
to engage his services and keep him in the country, and accordingly 
offered him a pension and a wife. Hawkins yielded to both tempta- 
tions. Though an English ambassador he did not scruple to accept 
a salary ; and as the imperial harem contained a large assortment 
of ladies, he was provided with a maiden bride, who not only took 
his fancy, but who succeeded in gaining his affections.^^ Subse- 
quently he retired from court and fairly carried away his wife to 
Europe, though not without a desperate conflict with her brothers. 
Stories illusti*ative of less moral connections crowd the pages of the 
old travellers, who frequently tell us how, at the courts of native 
princes, and even at the houses of European Factors, dancers of 
surpassing loveliness were pressed upon their attention and inva- 
riably refused ] Such stories may be partly true and partly false ; 
but if we may only believe the tales which such travellers tell of each 
other rather than of themselves, we can only come to the conclusion 
that they were more Don Juans than Josephs in those free and easy 
times. 

The early English settlements were peculiarly situated in this 
respect. The Dutch Gbmpany encouraged the matrimonial desires 
of their servants, and invested husbands and fathers with peculiar 
privileges ; and to this day the ejSigies of many a rare old Dutch 
vrow may still be seen in the strange antiquated burying ground at 
Pulicat. The Portuguese were even more fortunate, for their king 
had been long in the habit of sending out small cargoes of orphan 
girls, well born and indifferently well portioned, to become wives to 
bis subjects of India ; and a good story is told how a Portuguese ship, 
with three of .these maidens on board, was captured by the Dutch 
and carried iji triumph to Surat, where the young ladies were 
promptly married to three of the most eminent Dutch merchants in 
the settlement, to the everlasting despair and desolation of the 
amorous Portuguese. For a long time, however, scarcely a single 
Inglishlady was to be found at the English Factories; the thing 
was altogether discouraged by the Directors, and the result may 
be easily inferred : — 

“ The heart, like a tendril, accustomed to cling, 

Let it grow where it will, cannot flourish alone, 

But will leay. to the nearest, and loveliest thing. 

It can twine with itself, and make closely its own.’* 

Within the Fort all was outwardly fair enough, and the morals of 
the Apprentices and Writers were tolerably well seen after, for Sir 
William Langhorne was somewhat of a martinet in that direction. 
But still if walls had ears and tongues they might tell strange tales ; 

* She is said to have been an Armenian Christian. 
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and there were very many goings on in Black town which we care not 
to record. In the ont-stations, such as Masulipatam. and Armaghaum j 
there would seem to have been no restraint whaterer. Sometimes, 
as we have already indicated, connections were formed which were 
as sacred in the eyes of the parties themselves as the marriage tie 
could have made them. Sometimes, and there is no denying it, the 
household of a Factor bore a stronger resemblance to the harem of 
some Mussulman voluptuary than to the household of a Christian 
trader. 

As for the soldiers of the garrison, they lived much as soldiers 
might be expected to do. Many of them actually married the women 
of the country ; not indeed the poor heathen girls, but the hTative 
Portuguese women, who were Roman Catholics, Accordingly such 
marriages were celebrated by the Portuguese padres ; and in process 
of time, marriages, baptisms and buryings were conducted by the same 
priesthood, and the children were educated in the Roman Catholic 
religion. Those who are familiar with the history of the seventeenth 
century, a, re well aware of the suspicions enmit}’*" which was then felt 
by every Protestant communion towards the Roman Catholic body. 
The discovery or the gunpowder plot in the reign of James, the 
terrible ‘‘ Thirty Years AVar,’" the knowledge that the mother of 
Charles II was a Roman Catholic, and that the next heir to the 
throne was himself a Roman Catholic, had culminated about this 
time in the pretended discovery of a Popish plot, and the English 
nation was literally driven mad with the vile perjuries of Oates and 
Bedloe. It is not therefore surprising that the wrath of good Master 
Patrick AYarner, the chaplain at Fort St, George, should have been 
powerfully kindled. He wrote a long letter home to the Directors, 
complaining of the backsHdings of the soldiers, the drinking and 
dicing of AYriters and Factors, and the sinful toleration of Sir AYiliiaTU 
Langhorne, who bad actually fired a salute in honour of the found- 
ation of a Roman Catholic Church within the wtdls of AY’hite town. 
We reprint the letter at full length, at the end of the present chapter. 
We have corrected the spelling, but have left the reverend gentleman’s 
language untouched. There may be a word or two which modern 
decorum would prompt us to cut out, but not one which may not 
be found in the authorised version of the Bible; and therefore we do 
not see any necessity for adapting the plain speaking of a divine of 
the seventeenth century, to the tastes of our more polite times. 

The honest merchants in Leadenball Street seem to have been 
powerfully affected by the letter from their God-fearing Chaplain ; 
and they adopted extraordinary means for preserving the orthodoxy 
of Fort St. George. They sent out strict orders that if any man 
was married by a Roman Catholic priest, or allowed his children to 
be baptised by a Roman Catholic priest, or did not have bis children 
educated in the Protestant religion, he was to be sent home without 
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delay. Moreover they senfe out both to Bombay and Fort St. George, 
a few Protestant women for the soldiers to marry, and even per- 
mitted certain ladies to come out under restrictions, but on some- 
thing very like matrimonial speculation. 

Thus it was' that three or four English ladies first arrived in 
Madras; plain honest women enough, and no doubt tolerably 
educated for those times, when the Protestant Manual and the house- 
keeper’s receipt book were the principal subjects of study. Seven 
or eight months had probably passed away since they had been 
wished ** God speed” by the worthy gentlemen of the Court of 
Directors, and had fairly set sail down the silver Thames, for the 
hot country of Indians and idolaters. Poor souls I they must have 
had strange thoughts as they gazed out from the anchorage, and 
pondered upon the curious world they were soon to enter. But 
stranger still they must have felt, when the two members of Coun- 
oii, and the Captain of the garrison, climbed up the sides of the 
ship and welcomed them to Madraspatanam. But upon this part 
of the picture we need not dwell, but will simply imagine them to 
have been carried over the surf with many displays of gallantry, 
and finally landed in safety upon the beach in front of Fort St. 
George. 

A strange old fort it was even to the English gentlewomen of that 
time ; but it would seem more strange to us ; whilst our extensive 
buildings would have seemed stranger still to that simple minded 
generation. There was the Warehouse piled high with goods of all 
descriptions; some which seemed fresh from Aldersgate Street or the 
Cheap ; others, — silks, muslins, coloured calicoes, and other choice 
articles, — which had been brought from mysterious towns far inland. 
Then there was the little Chapel, where every man in the Agency, 
from the youngest Apprentice up to the Honorable Governor him- 
self, was compelled to attend the daily reading of Morning and 
Evening Prayers, besides two sermons on Sundays, and something 
extra on Wednesdays. There was the Eefection Boom, where all 
the members of the Agency took their dinners and supper at times 
which very nearly corresponded to our tiffins and dinners ; and 
where on certain afternoons in the week the younger men were 
taught some one or other of the languages of the country, being 
stimulated thereunto by the promise of large rewards for profi- 
ciency, — twenty pounds being given for the knowledge of an Indian 
language, and ten pounds for a knowledge of Persian. There was 
the School room where all the children of the soldiers, and others 
were taught to read and cypher, and above all were imbued with the 
principles of the Protestant religion ; and be it told to the credit of the 
merchants of London in the godless reign of king Charles, that they 
constantly sent over anpplies of Bibles and Catechisms for the use 
of this school, and directed that when any shall be able to repeat 
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the Catechisms by heart, you may give to each of them two rupees 
for their encouragemeut.” Other rooms there were, adorned with 
the heavy old fashioned furniture of the time, but still looking 
mighty bare and plain and rough. Last of all we must mention the 
Gounoii Chamber, where all the members of Council were summoned 
to attend on every Monday and Thursday morning, at eight o’clock, 
either by the Secretary himself, or by one of the Writers and 
Factors under him. It was also the Secretary’s duty to enter all 
their Consultations in the book appointed for that purpose, together 
with all other occurrences and observations after the manner of a 
Diary ; and to take care that a duplicate copy was fairly written out- 
by the Factors and Writers appointed to that duty, so that one copy 
might be retained by the Secretary, and the other be sent home to 
the Directors. And from that day to the present, from the Gover- 
norship of the Honorable Sir William Langhorne in 1670 to t|ie 
Governorship of the Honorable William Morehead in i860, all these 

Consultations” have been preserved in thousands of volumes ; and 
it is from these original Records that we are now writing the history 
of the Madras Presidency.* 

Our readers however may possibly be getting anxious for the 
welfare of the ladies to whom we introduced them at the commence- 
ment of this chapter. But alas, having brought them prominently 
forward on their first appearance in Madras, we have but little 
further to say respecting them ; though that little may as well be 
said at once. There is nothing further about them in the Records, 
saving that some years afterwards, two of them still remained un- 
married, and were living in the Fort on a small allowance granted by 
the Company. Thus we can only infer that the connubial speculation 
had failed, as we know that it failed at this very time in the new 
settlement at Bombay. We shall no doubt have to return to this 
subject in another chapter. 

But though we are thus compelled, from want of a better acquaint- 
ance, to turn our backs upon the ladies, we have much pleasure in 
introducing our readers to the other members of the society of Fort 

* The editor takes this opporttiiiity of acknowledging the liberality of the 
Madras Government in granting him access to those volnmes of the earlier 
Records, which may be expected to throw light on the ancient history of this 
Presidency. The labour of examining the old Records is very like that of a gold 
digger in Australia. Sometimes days of weary reading will pass awa^, withonb 
obtaining a single fact available for the pnrposes of history. Sometimes how- 
ever four or five lines of crabbed writing will prove as valuable as a nngget, 
and enrich a whole chapter. We hope to leave all the dross in happy obscurity, 
and present our readers with nothing bnt the gold. Fortunately onr labours 
during the first ten years have been much lightened by the pre^ons labours of a 
gentleman who wishes to remain unnamed, but who has laboriously collected a 
number of extracts from the oldest records, which have proved to be of the 
highest possible value as historical material. 
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St. George. The English servants of the Oorapanr, exclusive of Ap- 
prentices and Soldiers, seem to have only been about twenty-four iii 
number. First of all there was the Honorable Agent and Governor, 
Sh William Langhorne, who was first member of Oouncil, but who 
only received the modest salary of three hundred pounds a year, 
Next came the Book-keeper,’* who kept all the establishment 
accounts, such as salaries and contingencies, as 'well as the general 
commercial accounts ; and who, in virtue of his financial powers, 
was second member of Council, and received a salary of a hundred a 
year. After him came the Warehouse-keeper,” whose duties are 
tolerably well indicated by his name, and who occupied the third 
seat in Oouncil, with a salary of seventy a year. The fourth member 
of Council was called the Customer,” and a curious customer he 
was. He seems to have been the chief buyer of native merchandize, 
and the receiver of the rents and customs for the Company’s town 
of Madras ; and above all he practised in the Choultry as a sort of 
justice of the peace. For these duties he was paid the magnificent 
sum of fifty pounds per annum. In all there generally appears to 
have been five or six members of Council, each receiving a salary 
rarely exceeding a hundred a year, though with occasional gratuities 
as rewards for good service. One and all however, appear to have 
engaged more or less in some private trade ; from which far better 
profits were to be reaped than from the gratitude of the Directors, 
in vain were these proceedings denounced in the strongest terms 
by the honest gentlemen of Leadeuhali Street ; private trade con- 
tinued to be carried on to a considerable extent until a much later 
period in the history of the Presidency. Commissioners of inquiry 
and sentences of dismissal were of no avail. Occasionally a ** black 
sheep” was sent home on the charge ; but we are led to believe that, 
whatever might have been the ostensible accusation, other circum- 
stances must have excited the enmity of his brethren beyond a little 
private dabbling in the trade. 

The members of Council were denominated Merchants” and 
** Senior Merchants,” a rank to which all the servants of the Company 
might aspire. Sometimes the young men came out as Writers” ; 
sometimes as ** Apprentices” only. Every “Apprentice” seems to 
have served the customary period of seven yeax’s before he was 
promoted to a higher rank; a rule which was rigidly adhered to in 
all trades throughout Europe until a very recent period, and which 
seems to have had its origin in the mystic period during which 
Jacob served an enthusiastic apprenticeship to Laban, in oi-der to 
gain the hand of the fair Eaohei. During the first five years, the 
aspiring youths in the Company’s service seem co have been allowed 
five pounds a year for the purchase of clothes. During the last 
two years of that time, whilst panting for the termination of appren- 
ticeship, they were allowed Writer’s salary of ten pounds a year. 
At the end of that period they were raised to the rank of “ Winters,” 
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and after one year more, or eiglit years’ service in all, they became 
“ Factors after whicb they rose in due time to the rank of 
‘‘Merchants” and members of Coancii. 

Besides these servants of the Company, there were others whose 
duties may be easily inferred from their names. There was the 
“ Chaplain” who had a hundred a year, and who must have had a 
hard time of it with daily prayers, and Sunday’s preaching and 
expounding. There was the “ Schoolmaster,” at a salary of fifty 
pounds a year, who had been sent out to teach all the children of 
English parents to read, write, cypher, and hate the Homan Catholics. 
Any parents whatever, — Portuguese, Hindoo, or Mussulman, — might 
likewise send their cliildren to be similarly taught; but only on the 
condition that they should also be instructed in the principles of the 
Protestant religion. 

Some of our readers will probably ask how many of these gentle- 
men were married. In January 1678-9 it appears that out of the 
whole twenty-four gentlemen, only six were married, and only five 
had their wives with them ; whilst five unmarried ladies were also 
dwelling in the Fort, two of whom were our lady friends still 
unwedded, and the remaining three were widows. Besides the 
civilians mentioned, there were sixteen other Europeans dwelling 
either in White Town or in Black Town, and who got a living by 
keeping houses of entertainment or other similar means. Of these 
only six were married, namely, two to English women, one to a Butch 
woman, one to an English half-caste, and two to Portuguese half- 
castes. 

The military portion of the population was more numerous. The 
number of European soldiers varied with the times, or with the 
fears of the Directors at home. Sometimes, as we have seen, they 
were reduced to a very small number; but during the reign of 
Charles II trade was rapidly increasing, and the garrison of Port 
St. George increased to two companies of eighty or a hundred men 
each. In addition to these were a number of native peons, armed 
with swords and bucklers, bows and arrows, and other primitive 
weapons of the country. 

Our readers will now find but little difficulty in realising the 
inside of Fort St. George, as it was some two centuries ago, They 
will hear the gun fired at early morning, and they will see the 
gradual stir of the inhabitants, — the measured tramp of the 
European soldier, — the little stately peon with his sword and 
buckler, — the rush of noisy naked coolies, — the appearance of 
Apprentices, Writers, Factors, and Merobantsin half Hindoo costume, 
— the assembly for morning prayers in the little chapel, with good 
Master Patrick Warner officiating in his gown and bands, and 
indignant at the smallness of his congregation,—the opening of the 
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Factory and jabbering crowd of Native traders, — tbe grand displays 
of European goods for sale, and tbe packing up of Native merchan- 
dize for export home, — tbe little school- room and long array of 
different shades of little boys and girls, — tbe orderly dinner shortly 
afternoon, where all are assembled at tbe general table from the 
Apprentices to tbe Honorable Governor himself, — tbe return to the 
labours of the desk and warehouse, until the joyous hour of closing 
has arrived, and the jaded Europeans recruit their exhausted spirits 
with the pleasures of punch, tobacco, and other pursuits which we 
need not and cannot name. If it is Sunday, all would be changed; 
for in old times English Sundays were rigidly observed as little 
festivals. Then the Europeans, civilians as well as soldiers, dropped 
their half native attire, and were apparelled in the European fashion 
of the time. Then for a brief hour or two the Chaplain would be a 
greater man than the Governor. Then he could denounce vice and 
popery to his heart’s content, and expound the Scriptures by tbe 
‘light of a theological learning, which was almost general in those 
days when the Church was a living reality, but which is fast passing 
away now. ^ Then the Church could boast of literary giants, such as 
Walton, Lightfoot, Selden, Stillingfieet, Beveridge, Pearson, Bull, 
and a thousand time honoured names. She has few men to boast 
about now. 

Perchance however our readers would like to step out of tbe Fort, 
and see a little of the country around. They must not go far, for 
the Company’s dominion only extends about a mile inland, and no 
man is allowed to go more than three miles from the Fort without 
permission, of the Governor. Possibly however they may merely 
wish to go and peep into the gardens, where Writers and Factors 
occasionally assembled to drink down the sun, and sing such jolly 
ballads as “ Ho Cavaliers,” “ Brandy nosed Noll,” ** Cherry Bipe,” 
or Chevy Chase” according to the humour of the times. *But 
even then we should advise them not to go too far. What they are 
likely to see will not do them much good. They had better stay with 
us, and look out upon the country around from the old ramparts of 
Fort St. George, 

We wish we could present an exact picture of that scene to modem 
eyes. Unfortunately no plan appears to have been preserved of an 
earlier date than 1737, or more than sixty years after the period we 
have been describing. But still by comparing this plan with certain 
notices in the earliest records, we think we may 
convey a general idea of the Fort and the neighbourhood. 

The district which the Company had obtained, first from the 
Bajah of Chandragheri, and afterwards from Golconda, stretched 
five miles along the sea, but only one inland. On tbe south it 
the road to St. Thome some little distance beyond 
the Triplicane river. On the north it extended a similar distance 
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along the road to Trivatore. Inland it was bounded by the river, 
which still runs parallel with the sea, and which in former times 
used to nm right through the part now occupied by the centre of 
the present Fort, but was diverted from that course when the Fort 
was enlarged in the succeeding century. The old Fort being thus 
bounded by the river on the inland side, was only half the size of th© 
modern Fort, but still it included the European bouses known for 
many generations afterwards as White town. 

Fort St, George and White town were thus synonymous terms. 
In Europe the quarter was known as Fort St. George; but in India 
it was called White town, from its being occupied by Europeans. It 
extended about 400 yards in length from north to south, and about 
100 yards in breadth from the sea to the old channel of the river 
already mentioned. The fortified Factory which had been con- 
structed in the first instance by Mr. Day, was a very difierent thing 
from the Fort which existed in the time of the Honorable Sir 
William Langhorne. The Fort, in the first instance, must have 
somewhat resembled some of those old Forts which were knocked 
about during the Civil War. The first thing that was required was 
a population ; and accordingly Mr. Day, and the Agents who imme- 
diately preceded him, invited the Portuguese and Indo-Portuguese 
to settle in the neighbourhood ; and even lent them money to build 
upon the open sand under the protection of the Fort guns. Subse- 
quently these foreigners had become naturalized Madrasees, As 
the fortifications progressed, their houses were walled in, and thus 
formed a part of White town ; whilst they themselves did the duty 
of trained bands in watching and warding upon the outworks in time 
of trouble. Of course under these circumstances they neither paid 
nor were expected to pay any rent or acknowledgment for the land 
they occupied, and they never took out any leases. But during the 
Governorship of Sir William Langhorne, the White town was found 
to be too much crowded ; and, many of the married servants of the 
Company were obliged to take houses in Black town, receiving an 
allowance for the extra expenses of board and lodging which they 
thereby incurred. Of this arrangement the Directors frequently 
complained, but still such were the exissting difficulties in the way of 
expelling the Portuguese, that no alteration could be made. But 
even with the addition of the Portuguese, White town for nearly a 
century afterwards, never contained more than fifty houses, in 
addition to the Factory and other buildings of the Company. It 
was surrounded with a slender wall, defended with four bastions 
and as many batteries ; but these were slight and defective, and 
undefended by outworks. 

To the north of White town was the much larger quarter which 
was occupied by the Natives, and which for the sake of distinction 
was called Black town. Here the houses and population had rapidly 



mSTOEY OF HABEAS. 


inci’eased ia numbers ; and the streets bore a very different appear- 
ance from the collection of bamboo huts which rose up during the 
earlier days of the. colony. In the Choultry Plain to the southward 
of the Port, the wearers and painters ill the employment of the 
Factory, appear to have erected a little village for themselves ; 
whilst the fishermen at the mouth of the Triplicane river were 
living, marrying, and dying, — catching fish, making nets, and cele- 
brating their own peculiar festivals, — just as they had done in the 
old days of the kings of Ghola and Pandya, and iii all probability just 
as they will still be doing some thousand years hence, when Lord 
Macaulay’s New Zealander comes poking about our tombs, and 
wondering what manner of people we have been. Two or three 
miles off were the little Native villages of Nungumbaukum, Egmore, 
Persewaukom, and Perambore, which were too far off to be often 
visited by the Europeans of that day. 

Such then were the White town and Black town of Madraspata- 
nam in the reign of merry king Charles, when trade was flourishing, 
and when the nation in general was increasing in wealth, and but 
for the Gallic tendencies of the Stuarts might have taken a high 
place amongst the European powers. The period was one in which 
there was much loyalty, much religion, but much loose living and 
debauchery. The times were rough, and the distance from Europe, 
and the absence of such female society as would have polished 
manners, rendered the little settlement rather tumultuous. Drunk- 
enness, duelling, gaming, and licentiousness were, as we have 
already indicated, only too common, although the strictest rules 
were laid down. Sir William Langhorne had issued express orders, 
— and certainly his views were liberal, — that no one person was to 
be allowed to drink above half a pint of arrack or brandy and one 
quart of wine at one time, under a penalty of one pagoda upon tbe 
housekeeper that supplied it, and twelve fanams upon every guest 
that had exceeded that modest allowance. Drunkenness was to be 
punished by a fine and the stocks. All persons addicted in any way 
to the social evil were to be imprisoned at the discretion of the 
Governor, and if not reclaimed were to be sent back to England. 
All persons telling a He, or absenting themselves from morning or 
evening prayers, were to be fin'ed lour fanams for each offence. 
Perons being out of the Port after eight o’clock, would be punished ; 
and any one committing the heinous offence of getting over the walls 
of the Port upon any pretence whatever, was to be kept in irons until 
the arrival of^ the ships, and then to be sent to England to receive 
further condign punishment on bis arrival. It was also ordained 
that all persons swearing, cursing, banning, or blaspheming the 
sacred name of Almighty God should pay a fine of four fana-ms for 
each offence ; that any two persons who should go out into the fields 
to decide a quarrel between them by the sword or fire arms, should be 
imprisoned for two months on nothing but rice and water ; that any 
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soldier giving another the lie, should be made fast to a gun, and there 
receive ten small blows with a rattan, well laid on by the man to 
whom he bad given the lie ; and that any officer who should in any 
’way connive at the offence, or at any mitigation of the punishment, 
should forfeit a month’s wages. But nobwithstauding these and 
other similar rules, public decorum was frequently outraged, as the 
letter of the Chaplain recorded below abundantly proves. Brawlings 
were not unfrequent, and were by no means confined to the Barracks, 
the Punch shops, or the Warehouse, but even were to be occasionally 
heard iu the Council Chamber itself. One little circumstance which 
took place during the meeting of Council on 6th June 1676, is singu- 
larly illustrative of the disturbances which occasionally arose, 
Nathaniel Keeble, buyer of jewels, uttered some provocative wox'ds 
concerniug the wife of Mr. Herries, a member of Council. Herries 
was of course present, and a fight took place in the Council Cham- 
ber. The combatants were soon parted by the Governor and Coun- 
cil; but Keeble had I'eceived a bloody nose from the clenched fist of 
the indignant husband, and swore to be revenged upon him though 
he were hanged for it. Herries then swore the peace against Keeble, 
and the Governor ordered the latter to be confined to his chamber 
until he had furnished security that he would keep the peace for the 
future. The same day however Keeble broke from his arrest, leaped 
down the Fort walls, and sprained his leg; and was accordingly 
ordered to be confined in the ‘‘ Lock house” until the arrival of the 
ships, when he could be dispatched to England. The next day how- 
ever the whole matter was arranged. Nathaniel Keeble sent in his 
humble submission and promised amendment, and the Government 
mercifully forgave him. Incidents such as these are sufficient to 
prove that however strict rules might be laid down, yet the times 
were as lawless in Fort St George as they were in Covent Garden or 
the Strand. That they were not worse is abundantly proved by the 
character of the literature and conditiou of the people of England 
during the reign of the second Charles. 

Here then we close our picture of the Fort and Factory of St. 
George, about the middle of the reign of king Charles. In another 
chapter we shall return to the history, which we trust will be found 
of deeper interest, now that we have given to the reader a glimpse of 
the society in which the events transpired. 
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APPENDIX TO OHAPTEE III. 

Idter of the Reverend Pateick Waenee, Company's Qha^plain at Fort St. 
George^ addressed to the Court of JCtr actors on the Zlst January y 1676, 
bringing to their notice the vicious lives of the Soldiers and some of the 
Writers in the Fort, 

Bight WoESHiPFULS, 

It is my trouble tliat I have so little acquaintance with your Worships 
because of this I could not take the confidence of writing to you, nor had I 
anything worth the writing, having then remained so short a while in this 
place ; but now having been a servant under you in the ministry of the Gospel 
Borne considerable tame, I have to my grief met with that whicb maketb me 
contrary to my mclmation, break of my silence, and give you the trouble of 
these lines. ^ 

I have the charity to believe that most of yon have so much zeal for God. 
ma for the credit of religion, that your heads would be fountains of waters" 
and eyes rivers of tears, did you really know how much God is dishonoured, his 
name blasphemed, religion reproached amongst the Gentiles, by the vicious 
f your serv^ts. Did I not therefore complain of them, I should 
not be faithrul either to God or you, or to their own souls. And if it be not 
a desire to approve myself in some measure faithful unto aU those, God the 
searcher of hearts and tryer of reins will one day discover, if it be not, I say, 
such a desire that moves me to the present undertaking. , * 

It may be for a lamentation to hear and see the horrid swearing and profana^ 
hon of the name of God, the wofui and abominable drunkenness and unclean- 
ness ttiat so much reign pd rage among the soldiery ; and these not secretly or 
covertly but as It w 0 i;e m the sight of the sun, and men refuse therein to be 
ashamed, neither can they blush. Some, after they have lived a long time in 
uncieanness, their whores persuade them to marry them, and several such have 
been married, who within a little time have found them treacherous and adulter! 
ous, and thereupon have either run away from them, or carried them along 
TOth tlmm and sold them to the Infidels and Moores. Some unmarried persons 

some married whose wives are in Engfand do 
the same. Most of those, whores are popish Christians ; and if those that 
^rry them do not fall into the former inconveniences, they hardly escape 
bemg seduced by their wives and wives’ families into popery. There have not 
instances of this also. Since I entered into this place, I have 
ft!*!®!? cejebrate any such marriages except one that I was urged 
into, and this not before she had solemnly and before several witncMes 
promised to attend upon ordinances with us j but she 
had not been many weeks married when at the instigation of some uouish 
pnests here she perfidiously fell from those promises. ^ ^ 

I wish your Worships may consider it be not requisite to inhibit such mar. 

children turn either infidels or popish. I do also earnestly wish 
ptla”fL “ taken wUt |e^ons you send 

places, tor there come hither some thousand murderers, some men stealers 

X ye?haTO their^taln pomarried; 

WHO yet have their wives m England, and here have been married to others, 
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wiili wiiom they lia.T0 lived in adultery ; and some on the other hand have come 
over p married persons, of whom there are strange suspicions they were never 
married. These !and other abuses there are among the soldiery. There are also 
some of the Writers who by their lives are not a little scandalous to the 
Christian religion, so^sinfiijj in their drunkenness that some of them play at 
cards and dice for wine that they may drink, and afterwards throwing the 
dice which shall pay all, and sometimes who shall drink all, by which some 
are forced to drink until they be worse than beasts. Others pride themselves 
in making others drink till they be insensible, and then strip them naked and 
in that posture (horresco referens) cause them to be carried through the 
streets to their dwelling place. Some ©f them, with other persons whom they 
invited, once went ^abroad to a garden not far off, and there continued a whole 
day and nighty drinking most excessively, and in so much that one of the 
number died within a very few days after, and confessed he had contracted his 
sickness by that excess. A person worthy of credit having occasion to go the 
next day into the same garden could number by the heads 36 bottles, and the 
best of his judgment they were ail potties, for it is their frequent custom to 
break bottles as soon as they have drunk the wine, and this they have done 
sometimes within the walls of the Fort, and withal, sing and carouse at very 
unseasonable hours. And this their drunkenness is not alone, but in some 
attended with its ordinary concomitant uncleanness, for some have been found 
breaking open in the night time doors where they suspected whores to be, 
others have been whole nights in the room with another man’s wife alone. 
They can find time and leisure for these things, but cannot find any time or 
leisure for the worship of God, which is exceedingly neglected by all, notwith- 
standing your orders to the contrary. ^ I have sometimes, having waited long 
enough, been forced at length to begin duty with only three or four persona 
present, and when we have done there hath not been above twelve or thirteen 
in all ; but who amongst the writers are most guilty in this, your Worships 
may know by the enclosed list of their absence taken by me indifferently, some 
appointed thereunto by the Governors j of others no account is taken. 

But because it is no less a sin to condemn the just than to justify the wicked, 

I must bear witness for most of the young men, that they cannot, to the best 
of my knowledge, be accused of the former enormities. There are but a few of 
them that are guilty in the manner before described ; whose names I would 
have inserted, that so I might clear the others, but that they have been lately 
sick, and some small hopes there are that they may amend j they have given 
some ground to expect it. But if they shall return ’ivith the dog to the vomit, 

I will, if it please God to spare me so long, give your Womhips a more full 
account thereof by word of mouth, upon my arrival with the next ships ; for 
as you have already been informed, I intend to return with them, and I hope 
with your good leave so to do. Therefore what I have written may in charity 
be supposed, not to proceed from expectation of any advantage to myself, but 
from respect to the glory of God, and their good and the encouragement of 
succeeding ministers. 

I did write, what the last year's ships give an account, in a letter to Captain 
Broockman, upon the civil usage I met with from the Governor and others of 
Council, and indeed generally from all as to mine own person, which I do 
not now retract, only I could wish they were more zealous. When I havo 
complained of those- former abuses, I have been told by several that persona 
here are a good deal more civilised than formerly they have been. If it be so, 
there is great cause to admire the patience and long suffering^ of God, but 
withal cause to fear that if those things be not reformed he will not alwayf 
keep silence. The Governor I understand hath refused to listen to any that 
would prevent Ms firing of great guns, and then vollies of small shot by ail 



I'V'. 

GOTEEITOBSHIP OF SIR WILLIAM LANGHORNE. 

1670 — 16 ? 7 . 

Before proceeding with the domestic history of Madras, we will 
leave the little Fort and Factory of St. George for a brief interval, 
and fly twelve hundred miles to the northward to the great city 
of Delhi. In 1670, Aiirungzebe, the Great Mogul, reigned over 
Hindustan. Two centuries have since passed away, but stilly we 
may take a glance at the imperial city, as it was in olden^ time. 
The mosques, domes, and minarets of Delhi, are gleaming in the 
morning sun. The wide straight streets are filled with pomp and 
grandeur* We see the airy houses, with courts and gardens, trees 
and fountains ; and we may even peep into the interiors, and gaze 
on the hangings of rich embroidery, the carpets of thick silk radiant 
with flowers of every hue, the ceilings brilliaiii} with guilding and 
colour, the quilted cushions of brocade interspersed with gold and 
silver. Without, the streets are enlivened with magnificent proces- 
sions, “-prancing horses, stately elephants, noble riders, dashing 
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flip soldiers in varrison, at the consecration of a popish church within the 
walls* if he be^herein acquitted by you I have no more to my, but pray 
that God himself would discountenance that idolatry and much 

countenanced by others, and prevent the hurt that may redound to the place 
and to your interests thereby. ^ 

One Mr. Mallory, formerly Surgeon’s mate in the President, and now 
Surgeon’s mate in this place, and another, Barnes, who formerly went to sea 
as imster of some small vessel, hut having wasted the money entrusted to lum, 
lives now idly and out of any employment. These two are constant companions 
with any of the young men in whatever debaucheries they were guilty of, 
audit gives ground for suspicion that they may be guilty of enticing them 
thereunto. ■■■■■. . , ■ ■ ■ 

There are some other things that I would humbly have remonsin*ated to your 
Worships, but because I intend, if it shall so please God, to see you with the 
next ships, at which time if it be acceptable it may more conveniently he done. 
I do therefore at present forbear, only praying that God would continue to 
prosper your undertaking, and enable you faithfully to design his glory therein, 
and lead you to the reasonable means that may conduce to his glory, in the 
encouragement of godliness, and restraint of sin in these places where jour 
power reacheth. I am or desire to be 

Bight worshipfuls, 

Your faithful servant, 

Madbrass, > According to my station, 

Jany. 31st 1676.1 Patrick Warner. 
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soldieiT, and magnificent palanquins —all glittering wibli vanegated 
housings, and set o£E with sparkling jewels, and never ending 
displav^ of precious metal. A thousand instruments of music 
sound discordantly on the ear, whilst ever and anon the metallic 
strains are drowned in the booming of heavy artillery. PCTchanoe 
it is the birth dav of the Great Mogul; and the crowd of Omrahs, 
whose honours, riches, and very lives depend upon the breath of his 
favour, are crowding to the great hall, to lay their choicest gii^ 
before the “ peacock’s throne” of gold and gems. Perchance it is 
some great pageant, some combat of elephants or show of wild 
animall, at which the Tartar Emperor, and all his lords, and all the 
endless beauties of the seraglio, are to sit in state and grace the 
scene. But soon the eye palls. The air is reeking with perfumes. 

The gorgeous East with richest hand, ^ 

Showers on her kings barbaric pearls and gold 

bnt all is barbarism still; and we gladly permit the pageant to 
disappear, like a dream that is dreamed. 

We wonder whether the court of merry king Charles was more 
civilized than the contemporary court at Delhi; whether the 
caminff, the drinking, and the licentiousness at Whitehall were more 
Fefined than the elephant fights, the pageants, and the banquets of 
AuruiK^zebe; whether the Nell Gwyna, the Palmers the Querouailes, 
or the 'Davis’s were more polished and enlightened than you array 
of dusky beauties; or whether the Roohesters, the_ Buckinghams, or 
L Killegrews were more high-minded and cbivalrons than the 
Omrahs of the Great Mogul. But all men know the history of the 
r^Vofking Charles; let ns glance for a moment at the character 
of The reign of Auruugzebe. 

At the period of our story the power of the_ Great Moguls had 
reached its zenith. The intrigues, the bypoorisies, and above all 
the remorseless murders by which Aurungzebe had obtained posses- 
sion of the empire, were whispered amongst the trembling Omrahs 
of the court; but still these nobles ostentatiously _ sounded the 
praises of their sovereign in every quarter where it might reach his 
Lrs. Gnlike the feudal nobility of Europe, their rank and pay 
depended wholly upon the imperial will. No son could inherit 
their titles or their estates ; for the title was but a mark of personal 
faXr. created by a smile, and fading away before a frown ; and 
when they died, all the riches they left behind were daimed by the 
BmperorL sole heir. Thus, whilst every man in Delhi^irom the 
hig'^est Omrah admitted to the presence, down to the fruitsellers, 
■ th% bonfectiouersr the porters, or even the sweepers of streets,-- 
ware all alike oonseious that the Great Mogul was aeeply coucemed 
in the death of his brethren, if not implicated in the death of hm 
iither ; yet all were declaring him to be the greatest, the wisest, and 
liqst pious emperor that ever adorned the peacock s throne, kmg 
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of kings, and sovereign lord of all the nations of the earth. Every 
enthusTastic monlah applauded his religious bigotry ; and every 
astrologer in the empirej— from those who sat on the cushions with 
princes^ to those who arranged their books and instruments on 
rusty carpets in the crowded bazaars, — ail declared that he would 
live for ever, and that his power would be for everlasting. 

In 1670 nothing could be more imposing and resplendent than 
the outward aspects of the imperial rule. East and west the 
empire extended from Cashmere to Chittagong. In the souch, the 
two great Mussulman Kingdoms of the Dekkan, — Bijapore, and 
Golconda, — were still in existence ; but preparations were already 
being made to overwhelm them, and to extend the sway of the 
Mogul over Mussulman and Hindoo to the southern extremity of 
Comorin. A little cloud, as yet scarcely bigger than a man’s hand, 
was appearing on the western ghats in the shape of the Mahrattas ; 
and their daring leader Sevajee bad already rendered himself 
formidable in the Dekkan against the decaying Mussulman powers — 
Bijapore and Golconda. As for the white faced traders at Surat or 
on the Hoogly, they were only known in the court of the Great 
Mogul by the presents they gave and the firraanns they desired; 
and it is more than doubtful whether the name of Fort St. George 
had at this time been ever heard at Agra or at Delhi. 

The little district of Madraspatanam, could not, had its existence 
been known, have excited much interest at Delhi. It w^as separated 
from the dominions of the Great Mogul, by the large kingdom of 
Golconda or Hyderabad; a kingdom which had been recently 
compelled to pay tribute to Sevajee, but which yet appai*ently 
extended over Hyderabad and the Carnatic. For more than a 
century and a half, Golconda had been ruled by a dynasty of 
Mussulman kings, known as the Kuttub Shahs ; but the Commander- 
in-chief in the Carnatic appears to have been a man bearing the 
title of Heiknam Khan. To this Oommander-in-Ohief, the Presidency 
at Fort St. George gave the title of Nabob ; and it was from him 
that they obtained the cowle for the district of Madraspatanam after 
the flight of the Eajah of Ohandragheri. 

In preceding chapters we sketched the history of Madras from 
the foundation of Fort St. George to the dispatch of Sir Edward 
Winter and Mr. Foxcroffe to England about the year 1670. We also 
drew up from the records a picture of Fort St. George, as it existed 
in that early time. In our present chapter we propose to resume the 
history from 1670 when Sir William Langhorne became Governor ; 
and to pursue it until the year 1677, when he was recalled from 
the administration of aflairs and Mr. Streynsham Master, was 
appointed in his room. 

The history of the Governorship of Sir William Langhorne opens 
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another curious series of events, which find little or no place in 
published history. As early as 1665, the Directors at home bad 
beard that a French East India Company was being formed, and 
that a French expedition would shortly be sent out to compete with 
the Dutch and English in the profits of the Coromandel trade; and 
it was this circumstance which led to the enlarging and strengthen- 
ing of the fortifications of Fort St. George, and to the great increase 
in the garrison. The intelligence proved to be perfectly correct. 
Colbert, the greatest financial and commercial statesman of the age, 
was Comptroller- General under Louis XIY. His genius had been 
largely devoted to the extension of the foreign trade of the French 
nation ; and at this period he was in the receipt of some very able 
communications from Bernier,— the celebrated French physician 
who was then residing in the Court of Aurungzebe,— respecting the 
government of India, its pecuniary resources, its military strength, 
and its immense expenditure. Accordingly he had procured from 
his royal master an ariAt for the establishment of a French East 
India Company, under the patronage of Louis, and under the 
management of twelve Directors of which he himself was the 
President. Large subscriptions poured in, and an armament was 
prepared, but three or four years appeared to have elapsed before the 
expedition appeared in the Bay of Bengal. 

Borne of the causes of this delay may be gathered from the 
political history of the period. The foreign policy of the Stuarts 
generally, had lowered England to the condition of a third or fourth 
rate power ; but the foreign policy of Charles II was a deep disgrace 
to the whole nation. Whilst Louis was rapidly becoming the arbiter 
of Europe and threatening to become master of Spain and die 
Netherlands, England had submitted to his insults, and madly 
engaged in a war with the Dutch. At last the old national spirit of 
Englishmen was aroused. Sir William Temple was sent to Holiand, 
and concluded the celebrated Triple Alliance, by which the three 
Protestant powers, — G-reat Britain, Holland, and Sweden, — ^were 
united to resist the encroachments of France. For a moment Louis 
was checkmated. But the love of the Protestant religion found no 
echo in the breast of Charles. In heart he was a Roman Catholic ; 
in heart he was anxious to fling ofi the constitutional restraint of a 
British Parliament. Louis plied him with money, and Charles 
accepted the bribes. Louis endeavoured still further to bind him 
through his pleasures. An artful beauty was sent over, mtmed 
Louise Querouaille ; and Charles eagerly caught at the bait, and not 
only made her his mistress, but created her Dutchess of Ports- 
mouth. These intrigues resulted in a secret treaty in 1670. by 
which Charles sacrificed the Dutch and entered into an alliance, thus 
selling himself and his crown to the designs of Louis. In 1672, the 
deception came to light ; and the people of England, who had hailed 
the Triple Alliance with enthusiasm, found that their treacherous 
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sovereign bad allied himself to KiOman Catholic Fraiuie, and that the 
two powers had combined to make war upon Protestant Holland. 

The East India Directors at home, and their agencies abroad, 
bated alike the French and the Dutch as commercial rivals; but 
still they never forgot that the Dutch were Protestants like them- 
selves ; and their commercial hatred towards the French was 
aggravated by the old national hatred, which was at this time 
farther stimulated to the highest pitch by the atitagonism of 
religion. Both before and after this nniiatiiral war against Holland, 
if a member of the Dutch Agency at Pulicat visited Fort St. George 
during a time of festivity, he was warmly entertained at the 
Factory; and a notice is still preserved in the records, that atone 
Christmas time, the third member of the Council at Pulicat, having 
come that morning to Madraspatanam, with his wife and other 
friends, they were all invited and entertained at the general feast, 
which the Presidency was accustomed to give at that joyous season 
to all English men and English ladies of the town. In what light 
our French allies were regarded, we shall have occasion to tell 
hereafter. For the present we must go on with our narrative. 

In 1671, the French armament of twelve ships under the command 
of Admiral De la Haye, appeared off the coast of Malabar, and 
commenced their trading by the old Dutch system of giving 
extravagant prices for Indian products, and selling European goods 
at rates ruinously low. The next year the same fleet appeared off 
Ceylon, and established themselves at Trincomalee, notwithstanding 
the opposition of the Dutch. From Trincomalee it sailed up the 
Coromandel Coast, an event which is remarkable as the flrst 
appearance of the French in the Bay of Bengal. In .1672, the 
French admiral unexpectedly landed three hundred men and some 
guns at St. Thome. At that time St. Thom6, like all the neighbour- 
hood, was in the occupation of the Mussulmans, inasmuch as it was 
included in the dominions of the Kuttub Shahs of Golconda. The 
Mussulman forces in the District assembled in considerable force, 
but their resistance was of no avail. In July the French took the 
place'by storm, and all efforts made by the Golconda authorities to 
expel them were equally vain. 

We need not dwell upon the excitement which this event created 
at Fort St. George. Sir William Langhorne was in a position 
requiring the utmost prudence and foresight. The French were 
allies of King Charles, and as such be dared not attempt to expel 
them from St. Thomd. At the same time he felt that their vicinity 
to Madraspatanam was dangerous in tVie extreme. If the French 
alliance continued, — an alliance at that time so hateful to the bulk of 
the British nation, — the vicinity of the French to the English 
Factory, would embarrass the trade in every possible way. If on the 
other hand the alliance should be broken, and another war bi*eak out 
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with Fratice, then the conflict between Madraspatanam and 
Sc. Thome would be a war to the knife, which could only be termin- 
ated by the destruction of one settlement or the other. In this 
dilemma Sir William Langhorne seems to haye determined not to 
interfere. England was at war with the Dutch and in alliance with 
France. He would not assist the French because, irrespectire o£ 
any national dislike, such a step would subject him to the fierce 
hostility of the Golconda authorities ; at the same time, he could not 
assist the Dutch because Holland was regarded as an enemy, nor 
attack the French because France was regarded as an ally. 

Meantime the Dutch fleet, under Rickloff Yan Goens, the Dutch 
Go\mrnor-General of India, was cruising along the coast of Ooro- 
maudel. Van Goens laid siege to St. Thome, and endeavoured 
to wrest it from the French, but this attempt failed, and throughout 
1672 St. Thome continued in the bands of the Gallic invaders ; a 
circumstance which is said to have had a damaging e'flect upon the 
influence of the Dutch with the Golconda authorities. The Dutch 
were unfortunately more successful against the English, who ought 
to have been regarded as their friends. The Dutch fleet of fourteen 
vessels encountered the English Company’s homeward fleet of tea 
ships oti its passage from Bengal. A running engagement took- 
place on the 22nd August 1673, of which no details appear to have 
been preserved, but in which one ship was sunk by the enemy and 
two fell into his bands. The remainder escaped to Madras, and 
after being repaired, were enabled to proceed on their way to Europe. 

The position of Sir William Langhorne all this time was diflicult 
in the extreme. The French at St. Thome were exasperated with 
him for not assisting them against the Dutch. They also tried to 
borrow money of him, which being civilly refused, rendered them 
more inveterate than ever. At the same time he found that the 
» officers of the Mussulman army,— who, like the Dutch, were vainly 
endeavouring to reduce St. Thome, — were equally enraged at his 
declining to help them to drive out the French ; and it was 
determined in consultation to send presents of scarlet broad cloth, 
looking-glasses, sandals, and other similar articles, at a cost of some 
three " hundred and sixty Pagodas in order to appease the 
Commanders, Havildars, and Chief Brahmins in the Mussulman 
camp, and put an end to the lying complaints which were said to 
have been reported to His Excellency the Nabob, or, as we should 
call him, the Command er-in- Chief of the army of Golconda. It may 
here be remarked that the General of the M us sulmam force encamped 
against the French, was a certain Bobba Sahib ; and that the above 
mentioned presents failed to remove his hatred to the English 
Agency at Fort St. George. In after years Bobba Sahib had cause 
to regret this exhibition of hostility, as will be seen by the following 
extract from the consultations of the Agency, dated 6th May, 1678 
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“ Bobba Sabib, fortnerly General of tbe king of Golconda's force 
against- tbe French at St. Thome, and in those days a bitter enemy 
to the English, but now in disgrace and debt, has been some days 
here trying all ways to borrow money, and to have an interview with 
the Governor, which is refused him by reason of his former unkind- 
nesses when he was in power, and he in despair quits the place for 
Fullimalee, iutending to go to bis own country. 

Blit to return to our story. A year and a half passed away, and 
the French still remained in possession of St. Thome. Within that 
time they had established a camp at Triplicane, and fortified it far 
more strongly than the English were fortified at Fort St. George. 
Sir William Langhorne and bis Council were even contemplating 
the advisability of abandoning Madraspatanam altogether ; but 
afterwards decided on more energetic measures. At a consultation 
held on the 2nd February 1674, it was recorded that the interests of 
the Honorable Company, as well as the lives of the members of the 
Presidency, were staked upon the issue of the siege. That their 
enemies at sea and land were within musket shot ; that their walls 
were slight and tottering; that they were pestered with the great 
native town close to them ; and that the Dutch Governor-General 
was daily expected with a large fleet. Under these circumstances 
they resolved, after mature consideration, to enlarge and strengthen 
their fortifications as much as possible; but their efforts in this 
direction do not seem to have much increased their strength, or to 
have rendered them more independent of the belligerent powers. 
Four Frenchmen from Java were staying in Fort St. George ; and 
in May, we find the Dutch and Mussulmans peremptorily requiring 
their removal. For a long time Sir William Langhorne refused to 
comply, as the Frenchmen were allies ; but at last the Mussulman 
army fairly laid siege to Fort St. George, and would hear of no 
further delay. The Fx’enchmen, on their part, refused to leave the 
place unless they were, permitted to go to St. Thomd, and there the 
Dutch and Mussulmans would not allow them to proceed. At last, 
the President in Council resolved to send them under passports and 
an escort to Bijapore ; and there they seem to have gone, loudly 
protesting however against the proceeding, inasmuch as they were 
subjects of the king of France, a friend and ally of the crown of 
England. 

For two years the French thus held possession of St. Thome. At 
length, on the 26th August 1774, they surrendered to the Dutch, on 
the condition that the garrison should be transported to Europe, 
The Dutch in their turn agreed to cede St. Thome to the Nabob ; 
and the President and Council at Fort St. George hoped that the 
place would be demolished altogether, so that it might never again 
be occupied by an European power. Fortunately for the Agency, at 
that moment the news arrived from Europe, that in the preceding 


1670 — 77 .] 


HISTOBY OF MABEAS. 


43 


January peace bad been concluded between England and Holland. 
But for that happy peace, tbe Dutch would have followed up the 
capture of St. Thome, with tbe siege of Fort St. George; and there 
can be but little doubt but tbat tbe fall of the place would baye 
followed, for the fortifications were still but weak, and there were 
only two hundred and fifty men in garrison. 

Such was the. famous French occupation of St. Tborad from July 
1672 to August 1674; an event which for many a long year 
afterwards was a household tale in the little settlement, but which, 
has now faded away from the memory of men. The incidents 
connected wish it, which are recorded in the consultations, are but 
few in number. The garrison was often kept in a state of alarm by 
the Dutch and Mussulmans. One night the Captain of the 
auxiliary forces, whilst on guard, was shot dead by the sentinel at 
the Choultry; gate, who seems to have suspected him of being aa 
enemy. At intervals however, the trade of the Agency went on 
after a fashion, through a merchant named Cassa Yerona, who 
fiigures largely in the early annals. This Cassa Verona seems to 
have taken off large quantities of the goods from Europe : to have 
supplied such Native goods as were required by tbe Agency for 
shipment to England ; to have distributed such presents as were 
sent by the Agency to the Mussulman Chiefs ; and to have assisted 
in the transmission of money from one station to another. The 
Directors at home appear to have been very suspicious of Casaa 
Yerona; and believed, not without show of reason, that be was the 
channel through which the members of tbe Agency carried on their 
private trade, and other doubtful but very profitable undei'takings. 
In a general letter to tbe Presidency, they expressed their decided 
objection to the trade being limited to one firm ; and they requested 
that all merchants might be encouraged to supply goods, and that 
thus a healthy competition might be introduced into the Native 
markets. This laudable attempt to plant free trade in India, whilst 
violently fighting for their monopoly at home, does not seem to have 
met with the success which it deserved. Cassa Yerona continued to 
be the confidential adviser of the members of the Agency for many 
a year afterwards ; ostensibly on the plea that by so doing tbe 
Company was preserved from bad debts, but in reality on private 
grounds which we shall presently have occasion to disclose. 

The subserviency of the merchants at Fort St. George to the 
chief officers of state in the Court at Golconda or Hyderabad, was 
very striking throughout the whole of the present period. They 
likened these ministers of state to the Lieutenant-General, the Lord 
Chancellor, and the Comptroller- General of European Courts ; and 
treated them with far more respect than they would have treated 
the English officers of state at home. The Fort of St. George and 
Town of Madraspatanam had been held by a cowle, originally 
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granted by Heiknam Khan, who, as we have already stated, is 
styled Nabob of G-olconda, but who in all probability was Com- 
mander-in- Chief of the army of the Carnatic/^ By this cowle it 
was stipulated that the A-genoy at Fort St. George, on paying 1,200 
Pagodas per annum rent, was to hold the Fort and Town free of any 
other imposition whatever. In 1672 Heiknam Khan died and his 
successor Mirza Ibrahim Khan is said to have confirmed the hrmaun 
of his predecessor. Accordingly the usual presents were made to 
Mirza Ibrahim Khan ; and subsequently, during the French occupa- 
tion of St. Thome, the favour of the Court was still further sought by 
means of presents to the principal officers of state. Amongst the 
latter is specially' mentioned ‘‘Maddana the great Bramany who is 
the great Mognmdar and the chief est person in power next to the 
king himself an individual whom we have not the slightest hesi- 
tation in identifying with Madna Pant, who conducted the govern- 
ment and finances of Abul Hassan, king of Golconda, and who 
possessed the full confidence of his royal master, but who was subse- 
quently murdered during a tumult in the city. The Naiks in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Madraspatanam were also conciliated 
in a similar manner. In 1674, shortly before the retirement of the 
French, the Agency re.solved to make a present to the Naik of 
Chingleput and the Naik of Palavarum, who were said to be old 
friends of the Company, and who were about to go bo Golconda to 
celebrate the marriage of the first Naik with the daughter of the 
king^s Mufti,” who was reported to have great influence with his 
Highness the king. On that occasion the Agency received in return 
more valuable presents than those they had given, so that the 
Company were gainers by the transaction ; and accordingly, as it is 
naively recorded in the consultations, it was determined that the 
difference should be made up on some future occasion. 

Another story, dug out of the records of the same year, is worth 
relating, as fully illustrating, not only the relation of the Agency at 
Fort St. George to the Court of Golconda, but the necessity which 
existed for those constant presents to the officers of the state and to 
the Naiks in the neighbourhood. Lingapa, the Naik of the Poona- 
malee district, appears to have been remarkably fond of peiscusb, 

* No traces of this Neiknam Khan can be discovered in the history of 

Golconda ; and indeed the name is an ordinary title, and another Neiknam 
Khan is mentioned by Bernier as an Omrah residing in the Court of Shah Jehan, 
His successor, whose name is variously spelt in the records as Moussa Khan and 
Mirza Ibrahim Khan, and who is also styled Nabob, is to be identified with the 
Ibrahim Khan, who, according to Elphinstone, was the Commander-in-OMe£ of 
the forces of Abul Hassan, the last king of Golconda. As Neiknam. Khan is 
stated in the records to be the predecessor of Ibrahim Khan, we have assumed 
that, as like him he is called * ** Nabob,” so like him he was Commander-in- 
Chief. No English history of the period appears to be in existence sufficiently 
full to clear up the matter. 
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and very angry when he could not get it. His conrse of proceeding 
appears to have been to procure lirraauns froin His Highness, the 
king o£ Golconda, and then to extort presents in return for the 
firmauns. By these means he succeeded in obtaining peiscush from 
the Dutch at Pulicat, and accordingly tried it on with the English 
at Fort St. George. Sir William Laiighorne however resisted the 
demand. By the cowle and firmami already obtained from Heiknam 
Khan, the Company was exempted from transacting any business 
excepting with the Divan; -and accordingly the A2:ency sent Cassa 
Yerona to Poonamalee to inform Lingapa, that they declined to 
take the firmaun and refused to pay the peiscush. Lingapa however 
appears to have had his revenge. Having paid a visit to the Court 
at Golconda, he had a long conversation with the Chief Brahmin, 
concerning the English and their town ; the substance of which 
Biibsequentlj reached the ears of the English Agencv* through Cassa 
Yerona, and was placed upon record. It appears to have been as 
follows : Lingapa informed the Chief Brahmin, that when he first 
entered upon the government of the Poonamalee district, he paid a 
visit to the Dutch at Pulicat, and was warmly welcomed and pre- 
sented with a horse and other gifts ; and that he then paid a visit to 
the Dutch at Sadraspatam, who received him with the same kind- 
ness, and gave him a gold chain, with many other presents. Here 
Lingapa paused. The Chief Brahmin took up the conversation by 
asking him, what the English at Cbinnapatanam had given him on 
the same occasion. Then Lingapa grew eloquent and pathetic. He 
had, he said, carried a tasheriS to the English, and they had refused 
to take it ; and they had further showed their contempt for him by 
neglecting to invite him to come to their town. That Cassa Yerona 
had experienced similar unkindness from the English, and had 
accordingly put a stop to a good part of bis trade with them, and had 
come to him, Lingapa, and had spoken good words, and given him a 
gold chain valued at four hundred Pagodas. That he, Lingapa, 
having no encouragement to go to the English, had sent them a 
firmaun by his own people, which he had otherwise intended to have 
carried himself; and in return the English had only given his 
people some broadcloth and looking-glasses, and nothing more. 

The Chief Brahmin seems to have been much impressed by 
Lingapa^s story. He remarked that the Engli.sh were a scornful 
people, and that they had the government of a town which produced 
great sums of money. In former times, he said, Keiknam Klian had 
unadvisedly and foolishly let them have a town, which yielded several 
thousand Pagodas per annum, for the small rent of twelve hundjed 
Pagodas per annum ; and he even wondered that Lingapa. as In aik 
of Poonamalee, should suffer the English to retain the town on that 
score, and not keep an Havildar there. Lingapa replied that the 
English would not regard his authority ; and that when he sent any 
of the Divan’s corn to Cbinnapatanam they actually made it pay 
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custom. The Chief Brahmin then said that the cowle wrncii had, 
been given by liTeiknam Khan had certainly been confirmed by the 
late king, Abdalla Kuttub Shah ; but now that both were dead, the 
cowle must be considered to have died with them ; and that on the 
next day he would go to the reigning king Abul Hassan, and 
prevail upon him to send a Persian to be set over Chinuapataiiam. 

The Chief Brahmin was as good as his word ; and thus by neglect- 
ing to conciliate the new Haik of Poonamalee with invitations and 
presents, the Agency at Fort St. George imperilled the existence 
of their settlement. The Chief Brahmin laid all the cii'cumstances 
before the king Abul Hassan ; and the king, as is usual in such 
cases, said that be would think about it. But other great persons of 
the court, who were present at the time, took upon themselves to 
remark that since St. Thome was bereft of ics inhabitants, Chinna- 
patanam had been very much enlarged both in population and trade, 
so that it had become a far more important place than even Pulicat, 
and that His Highness would do well to take some course respecting 
it. The subsequent advance of the Mahrattas appears to have 
distracted the attention of the Court of Golconda from the little 
district of Madraspatanam; but still many evil consequences fell 
upon the Agency. The trade in corn and paddy was forbidden. A 
request was made by the king of Golconda for a thousand yards of 
broadcloth ; and the Agency felt obliged to send him six hundred 
yards, lest the trade in calicoes should be forbidden in like manner. 
Again, Mirza Ibrahim requested payment of the rent of the town 
six months in advance ; and the Agency, considering such requests 
as equivalent to commands, sent the money to Golconda at once. 
Hor was this the worst. The power of Lingapa increased so greatly 
throughout the country from Arma-ghaum to Bijapore, that the 
Agency felt themselves constrained to raise an additional force of a 
hundred soldiers and a hundred and fifty peons, and to collect 
provisions, and to order a thousand Pagodas worth of paddy, corn, 
and fuel from Masulipatara. Subsequently, by means of presents 
Lingapa became^ somewhat mollified ; but we shall have occasion 
to tell other stories of this gentleman in another chapter. 

Such were some of the principal events which belong to the 
history of the Madras Presidency during the Government of Sir 
William Langhorne, which lasted from about 1670 to the end of 1677. 
Concerning the character of Sir William Langhorne himself we can 
say but little. He seems to have been a shrewd business-like man, 
and far more tolerant of the religious opinions of others, than could 
have been expected in that iutolerant age. He it was that fired a 
salute on the consecration of a Homan Catholic church within the 
walls ; a piece of courtesy which very much offended, the Protestant 
Chaplain, Patrick Warner, and also brought down upon his head a 
severe rebuke from the Directors. “We note,’* said they in a 
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General Letter of this period, what, yoti say of firing your gnns 
upon the naming of a church by the papists ; rre cannot approre 
thereof, and desire to give as little countenance and encourgement 
to that religion, as they do to ours ; and we would have you dis- 
countenance, and discourage all of our nation that any ways incline 
to that profession.” 

Sir "William Longhorne fell a victim to those charges of private 
trade, which seem to have been brought against almosrevery servant 
or the Company at every one of the Indian stations. The Bums 
acquired by these, and other doubtful transactions, were indisput- 
ably large. When considerable and certain profits were to he made, 
they preferred trading on their account, rather than on the account 
of the Company. Then again, the Buropean goods of the Company 
were sold to merchants like Oassa Terona at low prices ; and Indian 
goods were purchased from those merchants oii behalf of the 
Company at high prices; and of course for such favours large 
presents were made to the several members of Council. Daring the 
Governorship of Sir Edward Winter, Cassa Yerona and his partner 
were said to have thus defrauded the Oompain^ to an extent of some- 
thing like 200,000 Pagodas ; and with such small salaries as were 
paid by the Directors, there can be no doubt but that these under- 
hand dealings were carried on to a degree which we must leave to 
the imagination of the reader. 

In 1676 the Directors sent out a Major Puckle to incjiiire into' 
existing abuses; just as some six or seven years previously they 
had sent out Sir William Langhonie to inquire into the quarrel 
which had broken out between Sir Edward Winter and Mr. Eoxeroft. 
Sir William Langhorne was charged with receiving annually the 
sum of 20,000 Pagodas from Cassa Yerona, in consideration 
of undue advantages said to have been afforded to the latter 
in reference to the Company's trade. The accusation was indig- 
nantly denied by both parties ; but its truth or falsity must be left 
to the judgment of our readers. If true, it must be confessed that 
the sum in question, amounting to something like £7000 sterling 
per annum, must have made a pretty addition to the £300 per annum 
allowed to the President by the Honorable Company. At any rate 
the charge was believed by the Directors; and Sir William 
Langhorne was recalled, and Mr. Streynsham Master reigned in 
his stead. 

There is one other incident belonging to the administration of Sir 
William Langhorne, which may be narrated here. During the 
Erench occupation of St. Thome, and whilst Dutch and Mussulmans 
were exciting general apprehension by their vicinity to the Eorfc, it 
became necessary to clear away a number of houses which clogged 
up the opening to a part of the fortifications called Caldere point, 
upon which at that moment an attack was expected from the Dutch. 
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Amongst these bouses was one wbicb bad been built at the very 
foundation of Madras; and accordingly the owner petitioned for 
compensation, on the ground that his ancestors had been invited to 
settle there by Mr. Francis Day, the idrst Agent ; and that they could 
not possibly have known that the house they were building would 
ever prove offensive to the garrison. The petition is sufficiently 
quaint and curious to warrant our inserting it at length ; though we 
fear it will somewhat confuse and weary the reader, from the fact 
that it does not contain a single full stop, until the petitioner fairly 
pulls up at the last word. 

Petition of Mr » Thos, Clarke, 

To ye Hon’ble Sir Wm. Langborn, Barronett, Agent and Governonr in 
Conncell, for Affairs of ye Hon’ble English East India Company in Fort 
St. George. 

The humble Petition of Tlios. Clarke. 

Showbth, — That since ye late unhappy warr with ye arrivall of ye French 
to St. Thom§, occasioned both ye Dutch our enemies and Mores (not over- 
friendly, but for their own ends) to settle so near this place, thereby filling ye 
whole Town with reasonable apprehensions of danger, if not prevented by your 
wisdomes, and seeing yonr Worship so well applyed ye remedy, by clearing ye 
passage surrounding ye Caldera point, clogged up with ye too neare approach of 
houses, among which was one belonging to your Petitioner, built thirty -foure 
yeares^ since, when either bulwarks nor scarce a house of noate appeared, 
becoming ye first Inhabitant through ye invitation of ye then Agent, who 
removed about that time from Armogon, do presume to hope being strongly led 
thereto by a promise from your Worship that I should be ye first person satis- 
fied, since' I have so sedulously and willingly obeyed your Worship’s command 
in putting it downe without consulting what a great loss and inconvenience I 
must unavoidably suffer hy. such a deprivation, being reduced to jery slender 
accommodation, since I need not mention to your Worship how impossible it 
was for my ancestors to imagine when first ’twas built, that it could be any 
waies offensive to ye Garrison, having allready declared no workes were then 
begun nor that they had the Agent’s permission, lie having invited my said 
ancestors to ye place, but leave all to your wise consideration, which, as I with 
confidence trust, will be sensible of my great suffering; so shall patiently wayt 
the^effects of your goodness and justice, which I doubt not but will oblige your 
petitioner ever to pray for your prosperity, and be ever ready to express himself. 

Hon’ble Sir, &e., Councell, 

Your most obliged and humble servant. 

This petition was apparently forwarded about September 1675, as 
on the 28th of that month, it was resolved in Conncil to order the 
Justices of the Choultry to levy from the iiihaMtanfcs of Madras- 
patanani, — or rather the inhabitants of Black town, and other 
localities outside the wall of Fort St. George,— the sum of one 
hundred Pagodas towards the compensation of Mr. Clarke; and a 
further sum of a hundred and thirty Pagodas in return for a payment 
made by Cassa Yerona in behalf of the Agency, for the removal of the 
sand from the sea side of the Fort. The levy scarcely amounted to 
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two fauams per house, and yet it was found impossible to raise it. 
All the inhabitants of the place, and even all the merchants of the 
Agency excepting Cassa Yerona, shut up all their shops and assembled 
in the pagoda ; and at the same time they sent instructions to their 
castes up-country to stop all supplies of provisions coming to Madras- 
patanam. They were even prepared to leave the place rather than 
submit to the levy ; not, it is said, because they grudged payment of 
the money, but because they dreaded the precedent. Tinder such 
circumstances the Agency were compelled to abandon the proposed 
assessment. 

In another chapter we shall have frequent occasion to refer to the 
steps taken at various times to raise similar assessments from the 
inhabitants of this district, and which subsequently led to the 
institution of a Mayor and Corporation. Bat the above attempt is 
worthy of record as th.e first that was made in this Presidency, and 
with it we close our history of the Governorship of the Honorable 
Sir William Langhorne in 1677, being the seveateenth year of the 
actual reign of King Charles, the second of that name. 


4 

V. 

GOYEENOESHIP OP MR. STRETESHAM MASTER. 

1677— 1681. 

The Governorship of Sir William Langhorne had been marked by 
the French occupation of St. Thome. The Governorship of his 
successor, 'Mr. Streynsham Master, is distinguished by events of still 
greater significance, amongst which may be especially mentioned the 
first appearance' in Southern India, of Sevajee, the great Mahrabta. 
Before therefore proceeding with our history of Madras, it may be 
as well to glance at the strange circumstances and remarkable 
adventures, which are connected with the early life of the founder 
of the Mahrabta empire- 

Few events in Indian history are more deeply interesting than the 
rise of the Mahratbas. These short and sturdy mountaineers 
occupied the northern part of the chain of Ghats, which lines the 
western coast from Surat to Canara ; and their appearance on the 
stage of history, about the commencement of the seventeenth century, 
is as refreshing as iced water. Wearied with the intrigues, the 
sensualities, and the barbaric splendour of Delhi, it is truly delightful 
to enter upon the stories of hairbreadth escapes and adventurous 
deeds, which enliven the annals of the Mahrattas. 

The name of this famous people scarcely appears in the previous 
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history of India. They first emerge into notice in connexion with 
the Mussulman kingdom of Ahmednuggur, which lay between the 
Ghats and the kingdom of Golconda. There many of the Mahratta 
chiefs distinguished themselves in the wars between the Nizam 
Shahs who reigned at Ahmednuggur, and the Great Mogul who 
reigned at Delhi. Amongst, others was Mallojee, a member of the 
family of Bhonslay ; a family which was then merely respectable^ 
but which afterwards attained the highest eminence. ^ This Mallojee 
was the grandfather of that great Mahratta chieftaiiij who, under 
the name of Sevajee, became tenable, not only to the Mussulman 
kings of the Dekkan, but even to the Great Mogul. 

The story of the rise of the Bhonslay family is so romantic, that 
we shall inflict it upon our readers. Mallojee’s patron was Jadow 
Eow, a commander of 10,000 men in the army of Ahmedniiggnr. 
One day a festival was celebrated at the house of Jadow Bow ; and 
Mallojee attended with his little boy Shahjee, who was then only 
five years old. Presently the little boy began to play with the little 
daughter of Jadow Row, who was only three years old. Jadow, 
looking on, said that they were a fine pair, and onght to be man and 
wife. To his great surprise Mallojee instantly started up, and called 
on the company to witness that the daughter of Jadow had been 
contracted to his son. Jadow was thunderstruck at what he believed 
to be the presumptiomof his inferior, and a rupture ensued between 
the two. But meantime Mallojee was on the road to fortune ; and 
he was subsequently raised to the command of 5,000 horse, with the 
title of Mallojee Raja Bhonslay. The objection on the score of rank 
was thus removed. Shahjee was actually married to the daughter 
of Jadow, and became the father of Sevajee, the founder of the 
Mahratta empire. 

Sevajee was born in 1627. He was brought up at Poona, where 
Ms father possessed a jaghire ; and there he received a regular 
Mahratta education. Like William of Deloraine, he never could 
write his name; but he became a good archer and marksman, and 
could use the sword and spear right well. Above all he was an 
admirable horseman. His early associates were the cavalry soldiers 
under his father’s commandj and not unfrequently, the plundering 
Mghlanders of the neighbouring Ghats. But still his intellectual 
culture was not wholly neglected. He delighted in the fabulous 
stories told in the Maba-Bharata and Ramayana ; and especially in 
those tales of the gods, intermixed with music and song, which are 
known as Kuthas. He thus imbibed an early love of adventure. 
At the age of sixteen his hunting excursions had familiarized him 
with every path and defile throughout the Ghats ; and he was even 
suspected of sharing in several extensive gang robberies committed 
in the Concan. Amongst his own countrymen, however, and 
especially amongst the wild inhabitants to the west of Poona, he was 
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extremely popular ; and he had already been imbued with a rooted 
hatred to the Mussulmans, and indulged in the idea of rendering 
himself an independent prince in the country. 

Meantime the circumstances of the family had undergone a great 
change. The kingdom of Ahmednuggur had been extinguished by 
the Great Mogul, and Shahjee, the father of Sevajee, had entered 
the seryice of the king of Bijapore. The attention of the government 
at Bijapore was soon attracted by tbe proceedings of the young 
Mahratta hero. At the age of nineteen, Sevajee took possession of 
a hill fort, and then sent Yakeels to the court of Bijapore to represent 
the advantages which would result from such an operation. 
Subsequently, be was fortunate enough to discover a large quantity 
of gold in the fort, and accordingly set to work to build another. 
The suspicions of the court were aroused, and letters were sent to 
Shahjee, who was in the Carnatic, calling his attention to the conduct 
of his son. Meantime, however, Sevajee had usurped his father’s, 
jaghire, and^ evaded paying up any revenue. Shortlj^ after this, 
partly by bribery and partly by force, be took possession of other 
forts ; and at length, at the age of twenty-one, he fairly revolted 
against the government of Bijapore. He seized a convoy of royal 
treasure, and attacked the Mussulman Governor of the northern 
Ooucan ; and not only did he take the latter prisoner, but he also 
took possession of the country. 

The court of Bijapore suspected Shahjee of being implicated in 
the proceedings of his son, and accordingly imprisoned him as a 
hostage for four years. Meantime Sevajee continued to maintain his 
independence, and on the release of his father recommenced his 
aggressions. He even ventured to plunder some provinces belonging 
to the Great Mogni ; but afterwards found it necessary to tender his 
submission, and profess his devotion to Aurungzebe. 

We cannot follow the career of Sevajee in detail. In 1659, when 
about thirty -two years of age, he renewed his attacks upon Bijapore. 
A General was sent against him with a large army, but Sevajee 
pretended submission and prayed for a personal interview. The 
request was granted. The Mussulman General, proud of his success, 
advanced with only a single attendant. Sevajee was seen approaching 
with a timid and hesitating air, and apparently unarmed ; but under 
his cofeton tunic he wore a shii’t of chain armour, and moreover had 
provided himself with a concealed dagger, and a terrible weapon 
known as “ tiger’s claws.” This last weapon consists of sharp hooks 
of steel, which are fastened on the fingers, and lie concealed in the 
closed hand ; but by opening the hand, the steel hooks spread out 
like claws, and enable the wearer to inflict a treacherous tiger-like 
blow, too horrible to be imagined. The wily Mahratta couched in 
obeisance before the Mussulman ; and then struck him down with 
his claws, and dispatched him with the dagger. Meantime the 
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Mussulman army Lad been secretly surrounded by tbe Mabrattas ; 
and at a given signal the whole were suddenly attacked and vast 
numbers were slaughtered. Subsequently, the king of Bijapore 
marched against Sevjaee in person: Hostilities lasted for two years, 
but at last terminated in a peace, which left Sevajee in possession of 
his territories, and of an army of 7,000 cavalry and 50,000 infantry. 

An adventure which occurred about this time is still a theme of 
exultation to the Mahratta. Some of Sevajee’s horse had been again 
ravaging the Mogul territory ; and a Mogul General, named Shaista 
Khan, was sent against him. Shaista Khan advanced to Poona, and 
Sevajee felt himself compelled to retire to Singbar, a hill fort about 
twelve miles distant. At Poona, Shaista Khan had taken every 
precaution to prevent the admission of Mahrattas into the town, 
either individually or in large bodies. Singularly enough be occupied 
the very house in which Sevajee had passed his boyhood ; and tbe 
latter determined at ail hazards to revenge himself on the intruder. 
One evening after sun-set, he proceeded to Poona with twenty-five 
men. He posted small bodies of infantry at intervals along the road, 
hut only approached the town with the twenty-five. An arrangement 
had been previonsly made with the leader of a marriage procession, 
that Sevajee and his companions should join the wedding party. 
This arrangement was now carried out. Sevajee and his companions 
joined the noisy crowd, and paraded the town. When all was c[uiet, 
he proceeded straight to his old house, and suddenly gained admission 
through a back window. The women raised an alarm, but only just 
in time. Shaista Khan rushed to his own window, and lowered 
himself into the court ; but in the very act of doing so, he received 
a blow which cut oE two of his fingers. His son and most of his 
attendants were killed on the spot. Sevajee retreated before the 
town was alarmed, and as he retired was joined by tlie parties posted 
along the road. Presently tbe whole body lit their torches, and the 
Mogul forces at Poona had the satisfaction of seeing their enemy 
ascend the hill fort at Singbar amidst a triumphant blaze of 
illuminations. 

It was shortly after this event, namely, in the year 1664, that 
Sevajee first came into contact with the English at Surat. He had 
proceeded to the northward under the pretence of a religions 
pilgrimage ; but had suddenly turned ofi with four thousand horse, 
and fallen upon the rich and defenceless city of Surat. The Hative 
Governor of the place at once shut himself up in his castle. Most 
of the inhabitants took to the boats, or fled away up-country. The 
English Pactory contained property valued at eighty thousand 
pounds but the Factors were brave men, and made such an obsti- 
nate resistance, that they not only saved their own property, but 
much that belonged to tbe Hatives, Sevajee however plundered the 
town for six days, and finally carried oS an immense booty. 
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The Great Mogul now sent a large army against Seyajee, and the 
latter again tendered his submission, and assisted the Moguls in their 
war against Bijapore. He even received a letter of compliments 
and thanks from Aurungzebe, and was invited to Delhi ; but there 
the na.rrow-niinded bigotry of Aurungzebe was displayed in such an 
offensive manner, that Sevajee was mortally offended. Subsequently 
an apparent reconciliation was effected j and Sevajee was acknowledged 
as an independent Rajah. His successes at this time were almost 
dazzling. He compelled the two kingdoms of the Dekkan, — Bijapox'e 
and Goiconda, — to pay him a yearly tribute. He reduced his military 
mid civil government to a regular system; and he managed to 
identify his own cause, with the cause of the national religion of the 
Hindoos as opposed to the bigoted measures of Aurungzebe.^" 

In 1670 Sev^ajee again plundered Surat, an event which is worthy 
of special mention, inasmuch as the English Factory was saved by 
the gallantry of Mr. Streynshara Master, at that time member of 
Council at Surat, but afterwards Governor of Fort St. George. 
Meantime, the attention of Aurungzebe was drawn away from the 
Dekkan, by revolts in his more immediate neighbourhood. Sevajee 
rapidly increased in power and reputation ; and even proposed to 
extend his conquests to the south of India. Towards the close of 
Sir William Langhorne’s government, he marched for Hyderabad 
with 40,000 infantry and 30,000 horse, and made a definite treaty 
with Abul Hassan, king of Goiconda. Shortly afterwards he passed 
close to Madras, on bis way to the capture of Gingee and Yellore ; 
but after conquering a large territory in Mysore, he was recalled by 
the intelligence that Goiconda had been invaded by the Moguls. 

We now return to the history of the Madras Presidency. Mr. 
Streynsham Master seems to have been in one way a different 
character from his immediate predecessors. He had not been sent 
direct from home to take up the government of Fort St. George, 
but he bad already enjoyed considerable experience in the Company 
trade. Originally he appears to have belonged to the Surat 
establishment, and there he was appointed acting President daring 
the absence of President Aiingier on a visit to the new colony at 
Bombay. Subsequently, after the return of Aungier, Mr. Master 
distinguished himself, as we have already indicated, by a gallant 
defence of the Company's house at Surat. About this time the 
Directors at home were much harassed by continual disputes regard- 
ing the succession to the Governorship of their Agencies in India. 
Accordingly, two years before the recall of Sir William Langhorne, 
Mr. Streynsham Master was appointed to succeed him, in the event 

* The authorities for all facts obtained from ■ published histories, mdependenfc 
of the public records, will he acknowledged at the conclusion of the present 
work. 
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of any contingency taking place, which would deprive the Agency 
of the services of Langhorne. In order to qualify Mr. Master for 
this high rank, he was sent first, to act as Agent at Masulipatam ; 
then he was ordered to proceed to Bengal, and introduce anew 
system of administration in the Factories on the Hooghly; and 
lastly, he was directed to act as second member of Council at Fort 
St. Oeorge, until the term of Sir William Langhorne’s government 
vshould expire. 

It is difficult to ascertain the exact month when Mr. Streynshani 
Master became Governor. We only know that it occiuTed in 1677. 
His administration lasted for oilly four years. Like his predecessor, 
he soon lost the confidence of the Directors ; but the causes of his 
recall will be sufficiently manifest from the history of his Governinent. 
With the exception of the approach of Sevajee and his quarrel with 
Lingapa, the events of his Government are chiefly of a domestic 
character. It is evident from the records that the little Agency was 
somewhat alarmed at the tidings which reached it from time to time 
of the doings of Sevajee; and its alarm was in no way lessened by the 
stories, which Mr. Master could himself tell, of the previous plunder 
of Surat. On 9th May 1677 we find recorded a resolution to prepare 
for defence in consequence of the approach of Sevajee, Five days 
afterwards a messenger was received from Sevajee, and it would 
seem that Mr. Master's experience had enabled him to propitiate the 
great Mahratta. But we* extract the official narrative from the 
Consultation : — 

** I4:th May 1677. — 'Having this day received a message and a letter 
from Sevajee Bajah by a Brahmin and two others of his people, 
requesting some cordial stones and counter poisons, we resolved to 
send him some, together with a civil letter, by a messenger of our 
own, as a small present, together with some such fruit as these 
gardens affiord, and to bestow upon his Brahmin three yards of 
broadcloth and some sandalwood, not thinking it good to require 
the money for so small trifies, although offered in his letter ; consi- 
dering how great a person he is, and how much his friendship does 
already and may import the Honorable Company as he grows more 
and more powerful and obvious to them." The value of the present 
thus sent to Sevajee is carefully stated in detail ; from which it 
appears that the cost of the whole was something like sixty pagodas. 

A few days afterwards Sevajee sent for more cordials and medi- 
cines, and again the orders of this dangerous Mofussil customer 
were promptly attended to ; the bill being ignored a second time, in 
a fashion which is but rarely followed by the modern mercantile 
community of this Presidency. Subsequently, Sevajee asked for 
some English engineers; but that application was politely declined. 
In August 1678, news reached the Agency from Oonjeveram, forty 
miles from Madras, to the effect that some fifteen hundred of Sevajee’s 
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horse were at that place undex’ the command o! his brotherj and that 
the latter intended to advance and take the Fort at Poonamallee. 
Sevajee, as it was there recorded, was in full possession of all the 
countries round the strong forts of Gingeeand Yeilore, worth yearlj 
about eleven lakhs of pagodas, or about half a million sterling. 
Subsequently the Brahmin engaged to look after the interests of the 
Agency at (^olconda, sent the comfortable intelligence to Fort St. 
George that Sevajee had given orders for the plunder of Sadras- 
patam, Madraspatanam, and Palicat. Fortunately, the return of 
Seva] ee to his own territories dissipated most of these fears; and 
the Agency was gladdened by tlie intelligence that the Mahrattas had 
retired after having had some terrible engagements with the ISTaik of 
Mysore. The following extract entered in the Consultation book in 
January 1679, respecting the army of Mysore, will be sufficient to 
indicate the savage character of iJ^ative warfare — ** Their custom is 
not to kill, but to cut off the noses with the upper lips of their 
enemies ; for which they carry an iron instrument with which they 
do it very dexterously, and carry away aJl the noses and lips they 
despoyle their enemys of, for which they are rewarded by the Maik 
of Mysore according to the number, and the reward is the greater, 
if the beard appear upon the upper Hp. This way of warfare is very 
terrible to all that those people engage with, so that none care to 
meddle with them; they being also a resolute people, and have 
destroyed many that have attempted them, for though they kill them 
not outright, yet they dye by lingering deaths, if they make not 
themselves away sooner, as for the most part they do that are so 
wounded, the shame and dishonor of it being esteemed greater than 
the pain and difficuUy of subsisting.’’ 

The principal domestic events in the administration of Mr. Master 
appear to be the erection of a High Court of Judicature, the building 
of St. Mary’s Church in the Fort, the introduction of stringent laws 
respecting the Boman Catholics, and the extraordinary disasters 
which befel the Agency in consequence of the continued intrigues 
of Lingapa. The "history of these curious circumstances we shall 
now proceed to record in detail. 

The new Court of Judicature originated in March 1678. The 
inhabitants of Madraspatanam bad greatly increased, and many 
complaints had been made of the want of an administration in 
justice in oases which could not be decided by the Justices of the 
Choultry. Accordingly the Agent and Council resolved that, under 
the royal charter, they had power to judge all persons living under 
them, in all cases, whether criminal or civil, according to the English 
laws, and to execute judgment accordingly; and therefore it was 
determined that the Governor and Council should sit in the Chapel 
in the Fort on every Wednesday and Saturday, to hear and judge ail 
causes ; and that the Justices of the Choultry, and constables under 
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them, should execute all orders of the Court, such as writs, mm- 
mouses for Jurymen, executions after judgment, and apprehensions 
of criminals. This High Court of Judicature was by no means 
intended to supersede the Court of the Justices of the Choultry. Ail 
small misdemeanors, breaches of the peace, actions for debt not 
exceeding fifty pagodas, were still to be decided by these Justices. 

The establishment of this Court had indeed become a great public 
necessity. In cases of murder or manslaughter, the delinquent was 
frequently kept in prison for a year or more, and then sent home 
to be tried by the English Courts. Only two or three months 
previously, two soldiers had been sent home after long confinement, 
to be tried for a crime committed during the administration of Sir 
William Langhorne. The case is sufficiently interesting to be 
narrated at length, and we accordingly print the official memo- 
randum : — 

Memorandum, that in or about three of the clock in the after- 
noon, one Thomas Savage, soldier of Fort St. George, being in drink, 
did abuse with bad words his Officer, by name John Waterhouse, 
Serjeant, who at that time had the command of the Choultry Guard, 
under his Ensign John Trimbrell, who was then absent. Upon 
being thus abused the said Serjeant Waterhouse commanded the 
Corporal, Edward Short, to tie Savage down upon his cot ; but 
Savage continuing to be abusive, the Serjeant commanded the said 
Corporal to bind him neck and heels, the which was forthwith 
performed, but it seems that the Corporal not doing it as he ought, 
the prisoner Thomas Savage complained, saying *do not hang rae.’ 
The Corporal replied, ‘ No Thomas, I won’t hang thee, but I will 
tie thee fast.' So after he had been bound the time of three or four 
inches of match were burnt out, which was by command of the 
Serjeant lighted, he was unbound, and being loosed, was found dead, 
and not seen to stir. Whereupon, notice being brought to the 
Governor Sir William Langhorne, Baronet, by Captain Lieutenant 
James Bett, the Governor ordered the said Lieutenant Bett to go to 
Timothy Wilkes one of the Justices of the Town, to desire him to 
send some sufficient gentlemen of the English nation, to go along 
with him, the said Wilkes, and to see the dead body, and then to 
make inquiry how his death happened, before its burial, which 
accordingly was immediately performed.” As we have already 
mentioned, the Serjeant and Corporal were sent to England for trial 
during the government of Mr. Streynsham Master. 

Within a few days of the establishment of the new Court of 
Judicature, the first foundations were laid of St. Mary's Church in 
the Fort, one of the most interesting structures which are still 
existing in this Presidency. The ground was first broken up on 
Lady day, in the year 1678 ; and in consequence of this circumstance 
it was resolved to give to the Church the name of St. Mary. On the 
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following Eastei' Monday, the laying of the foundations of the new 
Church was fairly commenced. The expenses of the building were 
to be entirely defrayed by the voluntary subscriptions of the English 
in those parts. According to the records it was to be eighty feet 
long, and fifty-six feet broad, within the walls ; and it was to foe 
built with three aisles, arched with brick and stone. The building 
of the Ohui'ch was completed in two years and a half from the 
date of laying the foundations ; and we extract the following account 
of the consecration from the Consultations, in which however many 
of our readers will perceive with regret that the worthy Chaplain, 
Patrick Warner, had really returned to Europe, and that his pulpit 
was occupied by a successor, the Bev. Eichard Portmau : — 

Thursday^ 2Sth OciJo&er, 1680.— The new Church was dedicated 
by virtue of commissions directed to the Government, and to Mr. 
Bichard Portmau the . Minister, from his Lordship the Bishop of 
London. The solemnity was performed in very good order, and 
concluded with vollies of small shot fired by the whole garrison 
drawn out, and the cannon round the Fort. The Church named St. 
Mary’s as at first intended, and from this day forward all public 
service to be there performed. 

** It is observable that at tbe dedication of a new Church by the 
Frenoh Padres and Portuguese in 1675, Sir William Langhorne then 
Agent, had fired guns from the Fort ; and yet at this time neither 
Padre nor Portuguese appeared at the dedication of our Church, nor 
so much as gave the Governor a visit afterwards to wish him ioy 
of it/’ 

Poor Sir William Langhorne ! Five years had passed away, and 
yet the memory of that Protestant saltpetre, which he had burned in 
honour of a Boman Catholic Church, bad not yet passed away from 
the nostrils of Fort St. George. Mr. Master was a better Protestant 
in one sense than his predecessor. His great difficulty was the 
intermarriage of the soldiers with the Boman Catholic women 
of the country. The same year that the Church was dedicated, the 
whole matter was discussed in Council ; and the resolutions arrived 
at, and the order issued in consequence, are all so illustrative of the 
age, that we give the extracts at length. 

Monday, 22nd March, 1680, — It fell under consideration whether 
it consisteth with our religion and interest to admit of marriages 
between Protestants and Boman Catholics in this place, and upon 
the debate resolved ; — 

“ 1^4 That it is not against the law of God in Holy Scripture, nor 
the laws of England, and hath frequently been practised in England 
for Protestants to marry Boman Catholics. 

** 2nd, That the Boman Catholics of this place, being the offspring 
of foreign nations, chiefly Portuguese, and born out of England, and 
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not liable to the laws of England provided against Roman Catholics, 
they always owning themselves vassals to the king of Portugal. 

‘•3fd, That it is our interest to allow of marriages with them, 
especially our men with their, women, to prevent wickedness, and in 
regard there is not English women enough for the men, and the 
common soldiers cannot maintain English women and children with 
their pay, as well as they can the women of the country, who are not 
so expensive and not less modest than our ordinary or common 
people are, and in matter of marriages we have already gained by 
them many hopeful children brought up in the Protestant religion. 

“ It is also further to be remembered that these Roman Catholics 
of the Portuguese nation were invited hitherto upon our first settle- 
ment ; ground was given them to build upon ; a Church and French 
Priests were allowed, to encourage them to come in and inhabit 
here ; and they have been loyal and serviceable in the defence of the 
place in time of war, and are a great security to us on that account. 
Moreover our greatest income arises from the customs upon their 
commerce.*’ 

Bravo Streynsham Master ! a true type of the merchant. ^ What- 
ever is profitable must be virtuous, and in this case toleration was 
profitable. Unfortunately, at that time, there were two Protestant 
Chaplains at Fort St. George, viz., the Rev. Richard Portman, and 
the gentleman sent out to succeed" him, a Rev. Richard Elliot. 
Accordingly on the following Thursday these two Chaplains were 
taken into Council. The result may be easily imagined, but we give 
the incident in full : — 

Thursday i %Uh March, 1680. — The mai'riages of Protestants with 
Roman Catholics being again .taken into consideration, the Honorable 
Company’s two Chaplains, Mr. Richard Portman and Mr. Richard 
Elliot, were sent for into the Council, and upon the debate it is 
concluded, resolved, and ordered. 

“ That upon the marriage of a Protestant with a Roman Catholic, 
both the parties to be married shall solemnly promise before one of 
the Chaplains of the place by themselves, or some for them, before 
the Banns shall be published, and also in the Chapel or Church by 
themselves in person, upon the day of marriage and before the parties 
shall be married, that all the children by them begotten and born, 
shall be brought up in the Protestant religion, and herein due care 
shall always be taken by the overseers of the orphans and the poor.” 

How happy is the interference of the State in matters of religion. 
It was profitable to tbe Government to suffer their soldiers to marry 
Roman Catholics, but the happiness of the mother was to be 
sacrificed. How pleasant to the feelings of a mother to remember 
that she had bound herself by oath to give up every pledge of 
conjugal affection to be educated in what she believed to be a heresy. 
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Before leaving this subject it may be as well to remark that at 
this period the Agency was far more inclined to favour the French 
priests, who were Capuchins, rather than the Portuguese who appear 
to have made themselves very disagz’eeable. As the subject is 
interesting, we extract the following resolution from the Consult- 
ations 

Tlmrsdays Uli April, 1678. — And in regard the Town is very 
much pestered with Portuguese Popish priests more than in former 
times, it having always been the care of the first Agents in this 
place not to suffer those sorts of Priests to intermeddle, or to admit 
them to have anything to do in this Town, but wholly left the 
government of the Eoman Church to the two French Capuchin 
Friars Ephraim and Zenon (for whom the Church was first licensed 
to be built)— men that have ever behaved themselves with all due 
respect to the government of the place and the English interest ; it 
is therefore thought fit that convenient opportunity be taken by 
degrees, as they shall give occasion through ill behaviour, to remove 
some of the Portuguese Priests out of the Town, that there may not 
remain more than is necessary to content the inhabitants of that 
nation and religion, and not such a number as will be a charge and 
burden to them, and breed disturbance in the Town.^’ 

The attitude of the English towards the Natives is strikingly 
illustrated by the remarkable train of circumst.ances, which followed 
the resistance offered by Mr. Master to the intriguing demands of 
Lingapa. This gentleman, as we indicated in our last chapter, was 
Naik of Poonamalee, and collected the rents of all the surrounding 
neighbourhood for his royal master Abou Hassan, king of Golconda. 
During the present administration, he seems to have chiefiy carried 
on his intrigues through Oassa Yerona, the native merchant through 
whom Sir William Laugh or ne was said to have carried on some 
extremely profitable speculations. In August 1678, Lingapa was 
about to go to Golconda, to treat upon some offers he had made to 
the Divan for improving the king’s revenue. Accordingly he wrote 
to Oassa Yerona, threatening to do the town of Madraspatanam all the 
mischief at court that he possibly could do, unless Yerona lent him 
a sum of money ; if however the loan were granted him, then he 
promised to be very kind at court as regarded the affairs of the 
English Agency. Shortly after this he wrote another letter saying 
that he should return again with much greater authority than ever, 
and that it would be to the interest of the English Agency to part 
very friendly with him, in other words to give him a peiscush. 
To all this nice little intriguing, Yerona replied that .Mr. Governor 
Master was very busy at present with the dispatch of the ships to 
Bengal, so that he had no leisure to receive a visit from Lingapa; 
and that the English Agency acknowledged no other authority than 
that of the king Abou Hassan, and the Nabob Mlrza Ibrahim Ehan. 
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Upon this Lingapa endeavoured to stop the coining of pagodas in 
the mint at Fort St, G-eorge. He wrote another letter to Verona, 
saying, that he had sent his men to bring away immediately all the 
shrofe and coiners in Madraspatanam, together with all the chops 
and stamps for coining pagodas, Verona of course communicated 
this intelligence to the Agency, and was directed to reply to the 
efEect that the shroi^s and coiners in the Fort mint were Company's 
servants ; and that the chops and stamps were not in their custody 
but in the custody of their English masters ; and that consequently 
the shroffs and coiners could not go, nor could they take the chops 
and stamps with them, without the permission of Mr. Governor 
Master. Yerona also added, that Lingapa was ill advised to send for 
the men from Madraspatanam, inasmuch as they were entirely at the 
command of the English Agency for both the late king Abdallah 
Huttub Shah, -and the reigning king Abou Hassan, had settled the 
command ox the Town and Mint upon the English, in the same way 
that the latter had possessed it in the time of the Hindoo Rajah of 
Ohandragheri, before the country fell under the dominion of the 
kings of Golconda,^ 

In the following month Lingapa came in person from Trivalore to 
Madraspatanam. Yerona had recently lost his wife, and Lino-apa 
ostensilaly came on a ceremonious visit to condole with him :*and 
accordingly proceeded to Yerona's garden house which was situated 
oimside the town. The ceremony of condolence being over, Lingapa 
Yevono, that the King of Golconda, and his great minister 
Madana Pant, had revoked the orders for his going to court, and 
had appomted him to stay in the country and use all diligence in 
the collection and improvement of the king's rents ; and that he had 
^ceived a firmaun in Persian and Gentoo, which he showed to 
Verona, requiring all the commanders of the royal forces in those 
prts to obey his orders. At last after much similar discourse, 
having peiscush for its object, he asked Yerona why Mr. Governor 
Master took no notice of him, and why he bad not sent to compli- 
ment him. Yerona replied that he ought to have sent and acquainted 
the Governor with his coming. -Why/' cried Lingapa, -do you 

, * ^ singnlar accident which bef el the Fort Mint at this time may be recorded 
m a note. The comers in the Mint having melted down 170 ounces of allov 
1 Sliver,-^ copper in an earthen pot to alloy the gold, and having taken it oi the 
1 ? it into water mxed with cow-dnng, the said pot or crncible 
ot melted alloy flew all into the air, giving a report like a great gun, so that it 
people near it, and the sentinels at the doors. It flew np upon the 
and it stuck fast upon the walls like small sand or dust point. The 
a*ad tlmt in which they were pouring it, flow quite away, so 
f of them co^d he found ; and there was lost about 40 ounces of the 
gathered and swoop up as aforesaid. The reason of this 
f to he caused by the water, into which they went to pour 

the melted alloy, not being of a sufficient heat to receive it." ^ 
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think he does not know that I ata here.” * Yes,” answered Verona, 
“ no doubt he knows it, for he has intelligence of the smallest 
matter ; but he is not concerned to notice it, unless jou had first 
communicated with him.” 

Lingapa now changed his tactics. Like a thoroughbred Asiatic 
he began to extol himself, and to boast of bis great honours and 
employments. He had, he said, been entrnsbed with the collection 
of two lakhs of pagodas per annum, and he wondered that the 
English Governor should think himseli in any way equal to him. 
He was surprised that Mr. Governor Master, who had lived so long 
a time in Gujerat, and who understood the Miissiilmau language 
and customs, should not give him a peiscush. In this strain he 
went on talking until midnight, and then on taking leave be said 
that he had something still more important to impart. This was 
that for the future he would not accept Verona's own yearly present 
in broadcloths and looking-glasses ; but that he would have it all 
in gold chains ; and that he must have two hundred pagodas this 
year more than usual, and also a Persian horse, because the English 
Governor had not made him any present. To this proposal, he said, 
he expected an answer in five days, and threatened if Verona did 
not punctually comply with it, then he would impede all his business 
and investments in the country. Having thus brought liis discourse 
to an end, he departed before day-break to return to Poonamalee, 
and thence on to Trivalore. 

The above authentic relation furnishes a very correct illustration 
of the difficulties which the English had to contend with in dealing 
with the Native powers. Cassa Verona died in 1680, and then 
further difficulties arose, in which Lingapa exhibited Lis power and 
entailed immense loss on the Agency. On one occasion a native 
officer named Shiek Ahmed, came to Madraspataiiam, attended with 
peons beating drums and canying a flag as Havildar. This man 
declared that he had been appointed to take the command of the town 
for the king of Golconda. The Governor promptly sent three flies of 
soldiers after him, and brought him into the Fort ; and after examin- 
ing him sent him out of the town. Subsequently the Brahmin who 
superintended the aflairs of the English at the Court of Golconda, 
advised the Agency that a Havildar had been sent, but recommended 
that he should not be admitted. Meantime, our old friend Lingapa, 
stopped the native goods going to Madraspatanam, because the 
Havildar had not been received. Bemonstrance seemed to be in 
vain. Lingapa declared that now Verona was dead, he must have a 
rental of 2,000 Pagodas for the town, instead of the 1,200 Pagodas 
paid previously. The embargo continued for months and extended 
to provisions as well as goods. Sometimes an armed fm'ce was 
marched out of the Fort, and obtained the goods and provisions by 
force. In December 1680, Lieutenant Bichardson set out for Poona- 
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males at the head of 400 peons and 12 files of garrison soldiers, and 
carried off a large quantity of property belonging to the Agency. 

For this service all concerned were rewarded in a way whicn wui 
seem strange in the eyes of the present generation. A silk scart 
was given to each of the four commissioned officers ; a hogsneaa oi 
arrack was given to the soldiers of the garrison ; the chief peon got 
two and a quarter yards of broadcloth ; and five pagodas were dis- 
tributed amongst the main body of the peons to enable them to have 
a feast worthy of the occasion. 

It is impossible to over-estimate the troubles that bef el the 
Ao'ency at this time. The Agency even contemplated removing to 
some settlement in the Gingee territory, which should be ahogether 
out of the dominions of the king of Golconda. ^ hTeither food, nor ** 
fuel to cook it could be obtained ; for the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouria O' villages had been expressly ordered by Lingapa to sell nothing 
to the*^Engliah. Madraspatanara was filled with complaints, and 
even the officers and soldiers of the garrison were reduced to great 
straits. At last, in April 1681, the brave Lieutenant Eichardson 
already mentioned, obtained permission from the Governor and 
Council to try their fortunes in the country. We cannot do better 
than extract the narrative of the affair from the public records 

Saturday, %tli April, 1681.— There being a great complaint in 
the Town for want of rice amongst the poor, and for want of fuel 
amongst the better sort, the Governor ordered the drum to be beaten 
about Town, that such as were in want of food or fuel should go and 
buy it at the neighbouring villages, and if they refused to sell or 
give it, they might take it by force, and shoiild not be punished for 
it, excepting Triplicane our own village. Hereupon the officers and 
soldiers being in want, got a Company of men together ; and Lieute- 
nant Eichardson desired the Governor to permit them to try their 
fortune in the country, which he granted. The orders were that 
whatsoever place they went to they should first summons the people 
to carry fuel and provisions to town as formerly, and at present to 
sell them something to satisfy their hunger, or if they would not 
sell, to give it them. If they refused all, then the soldiers might 
take by force what they could lay their hands upon that was food or 
fuel ; and if the people made any resistance, they might fire or pull 
down their houses or otherwise offend them, as they should find 
necessary in the action. With these orders Lieutenant Eichardson 
marched out about five o’clock with about fifty soldiers and fifty 
peons, and came to Oondore about sunset, and summoned the people 
of the town, and declared to them his orders. To this the people 
answered that Lingapa had forbid them to carry anything to Chenna- 
patanam ; and he could not persuade them to sell or give them 
anything, not so much as water to drink. Whereupon the Lieute- 
nant told them that if they would observe Lingapa’s order and be 
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safe, lie should have senfe a force to defend them, for he was come 
with a force to compel them to break those orders. Thereupon 
after he had forborn them until after midnight, he set the men to 
take such things as they could find, which for the most part was 
geese in Verona’s* house ; and they pulled down the Poligar^s house, 
who being conscious of his guilt, had fled and hid himself. That 
fellow is the watchman of St. Thomd, Triplicane, and Condore, and 
all that part of the country; and was very busy in setting his 
watches to stop the goods, and in abusing the poor people upon the 
first orders from Lingapa. With this enterprise and small booty, 
the Lieutenant returned with his men about five o’clock next 
morning. 

‘‘ Sunday, lOth April, 1681.— The Governor sent peons to Trivatore, 
Egmore, St. Thome, and the other villages about us, declaring to 
the inhabitants that if they did not send in provisions and fuel as 
heretofore, they would suj&er the same fate as Condore had done ; 
but doing so, they might remain safe in their houses without danger. 
To which they all returned answer, that they would come to the 
Governor in a day or two, and send all sorts of things as formerly, 
except Lingapa sent a force to hinder them, and in such case they 
must not snfer from us.” 

It will occasion but little surprise to learn that the spirited defence 
ofiered by Mr. Streynsham Master to the intrigues of a deceitful 
native like Lingapa, should have excited a strong opposition to his 
measures in the breasts of the Directors at home. Indeed we are 
sorry to say that the latter exhibited a meanness of spirit, which 
strongly contrasts with the volunteer movement of oiir own times; 
and they were perfectly willing that their servants in this country 
should succumb to every petty native chief who chose to insult them, 
or who endeavoured to worry them into sending peiscush. Indeed 
the Directors continually urged upon the Agency that Port St. 
George was only intended for the protection of the goods; and that 
the true safety of the Factory depended not upon the strength of 
their fortifications, but upon the firmauus and cowles they might 
obtain from the princes of the country. Men like Sir Edward 
Winter and Mr. Streynsham Master could see very plainly, what 
Clive and Dupleix saw sixty years later, that an exhibition of force 
was necessary in all dealings with natives. Master had already 
experienced the moral value of making a vigorous resistance to the 
Mahrattas in the attack on Surat. He had felt how much the 
English had then gained upon the respect of the Mogul authorities, 
by the display of Anglo-Saxon pluck in the hour of danger. He 
was anxious to carry out matters with the same strong hand on the 
coast ' of Coromandel, as had already been done on the coast of 


* A relation of the Verona who was dead. 
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next chapter. Here we would chiefly glance at an isolated event 
which occniTed during his administration, which is worth notino*, 
and which will be found fully described in the following extracts 
from the Consultations : 

^'Monday, 1st OdoSer, 16S0.*— The Painters and other disajffeoted 
persons who are withdrawn out of town to St. Thomd, gathering 
great numbers of people together, and giving out threatenings 
against many people in this town if they do not join with them, 
manner,— it is resolved and ordered to entertain 
about 100 Topasses or Black Portuguese into pay, the better to 


guard the Washers, who do as yet stick close to their business 
and ^e the more to be encouraged by reason of their usefulness 
m whitening the cloth at this time, being in the height of that 


‘^And the better to prevent and frustrate the evil designs of the 
^id mutineers, it.is thought fit to encourage the Painters of the 
Malabar Coast, by appointing them to choose two chief persons 
amongst them, whom the Governor will confirm and tasberiff : and 
hereafter, as opportunity shall offer, two chief Painters of the 
^Tfuture which may prevent any such evil consequences for 

Saturday, 6^ Wovemher, 1680. — The Painters and others 
gathered at St. Thomd, having sent several letters to the several 
castes 01 Gentoos in town, and to several in the Company’s service, 
as QUbashes, merchants^ washers, and others, and threatened several 
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Malabar. But in this policy he was systematically opposed by the 
Court of Directors. They attributed all the troubles which befel the 
Presidency to his pride and presumption; and because it was 
morally impossible for him to send oif the ships wnth the usual 
despatch, whilst Madras was almost in a state of blockade, they had 
the meanness to ascribe the delay to his being so much engaged in 
private trade ! In vain Master proudly referred to the increase in the 
population and revenues of the town during his administration : 
the Directors declared that the amount was more than counter- 
balanced by the increased expenditure during the troubles. In a 
word, just at the moment when Master seemed to be on the eve of 
defeating Lingapa, and of finally placing the foreign relations of the 
settlement upon a satisfactory footing, he was recalled by the Court 
of Directors ; and on the 3rd June 1681 we have the announcement 
that the merchant ship ‘‘ Bengal” from England “ arrived in this 
road, whereon came the worshipful William Gyfford to take posses- 
sion of the Agency immediately upon his coming ashore, which was 
accordingly delivered up to him upon reading His Majesty’s Letter 
and the Honorable Company’s Commission.” 
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to murder tbeiu if they came not. out to them ; now* they have 
stopped goods and provisions coming to town, throwing the cloth oS 
of the oxen, and forbidden the people in all the towns about to carry 
any provisions or wood to Madraspatanam. 

Monday, SiJh November . — Besolved and ordered that the wives 
and children of the merchants, cattamaran men, and coolies, and all 
others that have left the town upon this mutiny of Painters, be 
taken out of their houses and driven into the Pagoda, as an expedient 
to bidng the men back again. 

**' Besolved and ordered that a party of soldiers and peons be sent 
out to bring as many of the mutineers into town as they can lay 
hold upon, and to disperse them so that they may not make head 
again, or at least come not so near as vSfe. Thome, where they have 
sevei’al times abused our towns people.’^ 

These outrages continued for more than a month. At last on the 
29th ISTovernber, proclamation was made by beat of drum, that 
unless the mutineers delivered themselves up to the Governor, or to 
the Justices of the Choultry, within ten daj^s, — all their houses, 
goods, and estate within the jurisdiction of j^Iadraspatanam would 
be forfeited to the Company. Accordingly on the 7th December, 
we find this entry : — “ Our peons brought in the chief men of ^the 
mutineers from St. Thome, who were committed to prison; and 
immediately this evening all the rest of them came into town and 
submitted themselves.*’ 

The only other event which is worth noting is the appearance of 
the celebrated Comet of 1680, known as Newton’s Comet, whioli 
duly attracted the notice of the Agency, The appearance is thus 
recorded in the Consultation book 

‘‘ Wednesday, 22nd December, 1680, — The Blazing star, which in 
the middle of the month of November, appeared about four in the 
morning, in the middle of this month (December) appeared in the 
evening just at the setting of the sun, and does now appear 15 
degrees above the horizon, at half an hour after six at night, the 
tail pointing to the north-east 65 degrees long.” 

This Comet is of peculiar interest, inasmuch as it first attracted 
the attention of Newton to cometary astronomy ; and it was^ with 
reference to it that the law of gravitation was first applied in the 
calculation of a Comet’s orbit. 
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goybbnoeship of me. 

1681—1687. 

The advent of a new Governor,—" onr too easy f 
as the Directors subsequently called him,— naturally led to some- 
tW very like a revolution in the Madras Presidency. Like Mr 
Master the new Governor had enjoyed a considerable amount of 
SmLll experience. Ten years previously he had been appointed 
Denutv Governor of the settlement at Bombay, and had been 
subsequently sent across the Bay of Bengal to open a trade at 
Tonquiu. But he seems to have been far more easy going and 
subservient than Master ; and he was prepared to yield to the 
demands of native chiefs like Lingapa, rather than offer any amount 

of resistance. About the time of his appointment, however, a 

change had come over the Directory at home. Mr. Josiah Child 
had feen elected Chairman to the Board ; the first inan « ^^nd 
who appeared to have formed a just conception of what ought to be 
The relations between the English and the Natives m this country, 
^he sharp, arbitrary, and decisive letters, sent at this time to the 
different Agencies sufficiently manifest his overbeanng spirit ; 
biS bitter and insulting as they were, the trade of the Company 
flounshed greatly under his regime, and the most distant Agencies 
were kept in awe. His policy may be indi^t^ in a few words. 
To put down all private trade on the part of the Company s servants 
in of the articles which the Company chose to reserve to itself. 
To put down all interloping and interlopers of any kind whatew. 
To raise such a revenue from the Sfative inhabitants or the 
Company’s town, as should defray the charges of the fortifications 
and garrison. Lastly, to establish a strict obedience to all orders, 
whatever, whether as regards the trade or as r^ards the private 
administration, which might be transmitted from home. 

In carrying out all these objects, excepting one, Josiah Child 
could not have found a better Agent than Streynsham Master. But 
that one was in the eye of the celebrated Chairman, the most import- 
ant of them all. Master was quite ready to put down interlopers ot 
every description, by any means within his power, f onl as well as 


WILLIAM GYPFOBI). 
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policy, in this direction was precisely the same as that of Ghild, 
thougla, as it was directly opposed to the general policy of the 
Directors, it was found convenient at the time to bring it forward 
as one of the articles of charge. Again, he was accused of being 
implicated in private dealings, but we think he might have been 
forgiven, if he bad been only attentive to the temper of the man 
with whom he had to deal. But he was disobedient to orders ; and 
especially he resented the insulting letters of Child. He stood too 
much upon his own dignity, and boasted too much of his own 
services. ^ In an evil hour he engaged in an unequal combat with 
his superior, and he fell the victim of a pride which has ruined 
thousands. 

But notwithstanding this error, — the error of many a high and 
noble heart which has subsequently been broken by the keen sense 
of wrong, — the conduct of the Company towards the fallen Governor 
was disgraceful in the extreme. The natives, thinking him a ruined 
man, poured in their charges in thousands. He was thrown into 
prison until the claims against him were settled. He was literally 
hunted to death in a spirit which has been but too often manifested 
in this Presidency. His health suffered and his memory failed him. 
He found resistance was useless, and at last gave in, and yielded to 
all demands. Eight months after his recall be returned to Europe, 
a disgraced and to all appearance a broken hearted man. 

Meantime Mr. Gyfford was endeavouring to make peace with 
Lingapa, and to get a new cowle from the king of Golconda. 
Lingapa, seeing that the Agency was at his mercy, now attempted 
to thwart the English in every possible way, so as to enhance the 
value of the peiscush, which would have to he given to him 
ultimately as the price of his friendship. He protected the 
interlopers, who at this time were beginning to swarm along the 
coast. As this matter has already been sufficiently discussed, it 
will be sufficient to say that some 7,000 Pagodas were subsequently 
sent to Lingapa, on the condition that the interlopers should be no 
longer protected ; and that a new cowle for the district of Madras- 
patanam was finally obtained from the king of Golconda, at the 

f revious rate of 1,200 Pagodas per annum. This event, which we 
ave somewhat anticipated, is thus recorded in the Consultations : — 

“ Monday, l%tli Novemher, 1683. — This afternoon at four o’clock, 
the Agent and Council (being attended with the Factors and 
Writers, the Company’s merchants and two companies of soldiers) 
went to the Hon’ble Company’s new garden house to receive the 
king of Golconda’s firmaun ; after which, at the drinking of the 
king of Golconda’s health, there was fired three vollies of small shot, 
and thirty-one great guns. When the ceremony was ended, the 
messenger that brought the firmaun attended upon the Agentto 
the . Fort, where at drinking a health to Madana and Aoeana, the 
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Chief Ministers of State, there was one volley more of small shot 
fired, and so the messenger was dismissed for the present.” 

The administration of Mr. Gyfiord, though tolerably full of 
domestic interests, is somewhat wanting in connection with the 
general history of India. Daring his administration the last war 
broke out between the Great Mogul and the kingdoms of Bijapore 
and Golconda, which terminated in the final fall of these two powers ; 
and we find some applications from Golconda for the assistance of 
the English against the Great Mogul. But these requests seem to 
have been declined or evaded, and the Agency was little disturbed 
by external events until the latter part oi Mr. Gyfford’s government. 
Under these circumstances we have arranged in chronological order, 
some of the most interesting extracts we could find in the Consul- 
tation books of this period, illustrating them when necessary by 
extracts from the General Letters received from home. The very 
abruptness of some of these extracts will convey to the reader a 
better idea of the original records than the most elaboi’ate introduc- 
tions in the world. 

« Monday, Wi June, 1682.— Thomas Barrett having most impiously 
in his cups drank a health to the Devil, the Agent and Council 
have thought fit (in regard to his crime is so notorious, and of so 
black a dye) to order him to run the Gantlope, and^ to remain in 
prison until an opportunity of ships presents to send him away from 
hence to be an example, and to deter others from committing crimes 
so hellishly wioked.^^ 

Thursday, 29th June,--M.r. James Wheeler coming (from 
Madapollam) to the Fort without leave from the Agent, and it 
being contrary to the orders made by Mr. Master in Anno 1670, it 
was thought fit, inasmuch as he was very penitent and sorry for 
his contempt of said orders, and did promise never to be guilty " 
of the same ofience again, only to give him a severe check and 
reprehension.” 

Tuesday, llth July.— The sea having for about 10 days past 
encroached upon this town, and we, hoping as it is usual, that it 
would retreat again of itself, forebore any remedies to keep it ofi ; 
but now that instead of its losing it mightily gains ground upon us, 
and that without a speedy course be taken the town will run an 
apparent haziard of being swallowed up, for it has undermined even 
to the very walls, and so deep that it has eaten away below the very 
foundation of the town,— and the great bulwark next to the sea side, 
without a speedy and timely prevention, will certainly, in a day or 
two more, yield to its violence : it is therefore ordered forthwith 
that the drum be beat to call all coolies, carpenters, smiths, peons, 
and all other workmen, and that sufficient materials be provided, 
th^t they may work day and night to endeavour to put a stop to its ^ 
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fury : for without effectual means be used iu such an eminent danger 
and exigency, the town, garrison, and our, own lives, considering all 
the foregoing circumstances, must needs be very hazardous and 
insecure/^' 

The foregoing curious account is further explained by the follow- 
ing extract from a General Letter from England, dated 31st May^ 
1683:— “We take notice of the great inundation that endangered 
our Town and Fort, and we would have you endeavour to prevent 
such future accidents by laying such a deep and strong foundation 
with chunam, as you mention, that may be sufficient in all human 
probability to prevent damage by any such accident hereafter. And 
^ in all other respects we would have you to strengthen and fortify 
our Fort and Town by degrees, that it may be terrible against the 
I assault of any Indian Prince and the Dutch power of India, if we 

1 should happen to have any difference with them hereafter. Bat we 

I must needs desire you so to contrive your business (but with ail 

I gentleness) that the inhabitants may^ pay the full charge of all repairs 

I and fortifications, who do live easier under our Government than 

I under any Government in Asia, or indeed under any Government in 

I the known part of the world. Their saying they pay customs is a 

frivolous objection, and relates only to their security at sea under 
our Passes, and under the guns of our Fort in port ; but the strong 
. fortifying of the town, etc., and the raising new works is a security 

T' to their lives, houses, wives, and children, and all that belongs to 

them.” 

j We return to the Consultation book. 

Holiday, 17 til July, I — The ship ‘‘ Eesoluti on” having arrived 

in this road, Mr. John Littleton and Mr. Slaughter Lee came ashore 
and brought a letter from the Captain intimating that it was the 
i Oompany^s order that two of the Council should repair on board 
** ship. In compliance thereto Mr. Timothy Wilkes and Mr. John 
Bigrig (third and fourth members of Council) went, and a small time 
after returning again brought with them the Honorable Company’s 
pacquet and other letters sealed up in a bag, which were immediately 
"p* opened and the Honorable Company’s letter to the Fort perused ; 
i and finding in the 2nd paragraph the Company’s positive order con- 
i' cerning Mr. Bridger (second member of Council), he was acquainted 
I with it and the charge against him. To the first he quietly 
I submitted ; to the last he confessed that he did send diamonds and 
I pearls to England, but protested it was not for the lucre of saving 
I the 2 per cent., but for some other material reasons. But as to the 
I business of Interloping Alley, he avowed he was wholly innocent. 

I The Agent and Council notwithstanding immediately ordered Mr. 

I John Hicks and Mr. John Littleton, members of the Council,— John 
I Willcox, Secretary, — Mr. John Stables and Mr. Henry Alford, 
1 .. Factors,— and the Captain of the Guard,— to go forthwith to Mr, 



Wednesday, IZth Se^temher, — The Agent having notice of 

an interloper lying in Tuticorin Bay, immediately sent for the 
Council to consult about it ; the result of which was to send two 
persons thither forthwith to see who it might be, with orders if it 
should prove an interloper to impede and obstrnct him in all ways 
possible. In order to which there was a letter sent of this date to 
the Chief and Council of the Dutch there, cautioning them not to be 
assisting to them ; and that it would be ^to their prejudice if they 
did. Likewise ordered them to go on board and read His Majeaty^s 
Proclamation to them, and to entice his men away if he should prove 


EI8T0EY OF MABEAS. 


[1681-^87, 


Bridger’s house, and to seal up his papers and other effects which 
they should find there. Which they immediately did put in execution, 
having put the Honorable Company's seal upon bis counting house 
and chests, where any papers, accounts, or other valuable effects 
were found ; which being performed they all returned to the Port, 
and gave the Agent and Council an account of what they had done/' 


The order which led to the above arbitrary proceeding, was 
conveyed in a General Letter, is dated London, 18th November, 1681, 
and bears the signature of Josiah Child, But even without the 
name it would be impossible to mistake the writer. The following 
extract will be found interesting from its reference to Mr. Master as 
well as to the sudden arrest of Mr. Bridger : — 

“By the “Sampson'' we received our late Agent Master and 
Council's letters of the 13th of September and 20tb of December, in 
which he follows his old strain of errors, pride and offence, which we 
shall not further endeavour to confute or convince him of ; but leave 
him now at his greater leisure, freed from the temptation and 
incumbrance of that greatness and immensity of gains, which our 
bounty had conferred upon him, to recollect himself, and consider, 
whether he did well or wisely for himself, or honestly by us. 

“We have seldom observed such peremptoriness, in servants, but 
at length we find it accompanied with infidelity, as lately in Mr, 
John Bridger, whom we have discovered to hold correspondence 
with the late Interloper Alley, and also to send over great quantities 
of diamonds, pearls, etc. in the ship “ Sampson," unregistered, 
contrary not only to his trust, but the oath he took of a freeman, 
before his going to India ; and therefore we do hereby require you 
upon first sight of this our order forthwith to seize all his books, 
papers, money, and effects that you can meet with in India, and send 
him and all his books and papers home to us (leaving him copies of 
them) by this year's shipping, and to dispose of his money and 
effects in the country to his best advantage, but bring the proceed 
of them into our cash, which shall be duly accompted to him, upon 
clearing of his account with us here." 

To return to the Consultation book. 
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pfractory, and so disable him by that means. Upon which account 
it was ordered that Pagodas 500 be sent with them, to be distributed 
amongst those that should comply, with farther promises of greater 
preferment if they would come to the Port and serye there. Prom 
a subsequent entry we learn that before the arriral of the Oompan/s 
officers, the interloper had set sail for Bengal. 

The following extracts from a letter written by Mr. Child to Mr. 
Gyfford, dated London, 9th October, 1682,’' will throw some light 
upon the progress our ancestors were making in the matter of costume 
in the reign of Charles II ; — 

*^ you will find in a list of goods one article for shifts of all sorts, 
which I would have you look upon as a matter of great concernment 
to the Company ; being the only way I know to introduce the using 
of calico for that pnrpose in all these northern parts of the world ; 
and therefore I most earnestly recommend to you to provide 200,000 
shifts ready made of the strongest sorts of calicoes, some finer and 
some coarser, and be sending them as fast as you can. 

Let some of the coarser sort, for seamen’s and ordinary people’s 
use, be of strong blue cloth ; and some white for the like ordinary 
use ; others white middling, for citizens and middle sorts of people ; 
and some fine enough for ladies and gentlewomen. If some be 
wrought on the breasts, and on the sleeves, and in the collar with 
needle- work, the price here will sufficiently pay for the work and 
cost there, where labour and art are so cheap. Take special care 
that the sewing be very good, and all the cloth strong in its kind, as 
well fine as coarse.” 

The following curious incidents we shall extract from the Consul- 
tation books. They refer in the first place to the establishment of the 
Madras Bank, an institution which was in reality started in the 
^ reign of Charles II, though it is popularly referred to the Governor- 
ship of Lord William Bentinck in the first decade of the present 
century, i^ext follows the proceedings that were taken to prevent 
the exportation of slaves from this Presidency ; and after that, we 
find an account of the establishment of a Court of Admiralty, in the 
place of the High Court of Judicature established in the Governor- 
ship of Mr, Streynshara Master. But we leave the extracts to tell 
their own story. 

Thursday, 2l8t June, 1683. — ^The -Honorable Company having 
sent us a Law with reference to the Natives, as also an Order for the 
raising of a Bank of money to the value of one hundred thousand 
pounds sterling at six per cent., it is ordered that the first be trans- 
lated into Portuguese, Gentoo, Malabar, and Moores, and proclaimed 
solemnly by beat of drum, and afterwards set upon the Gates ; as 
also our declaration for the weighing of what monies shall be 
brought in upon the latter, to be likewise translated into the above 
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fdCef”^ ^ °°P7 is as 

f«T>„xl,^TT ri TTt , 


“ Bythe HoiiOT^ India Company’s order, we* the Ao-ent 

and Council of Port Saint George, do Li4y publiX declarrfnto 
dl persons whatever, that we will at any time take up and receive 
what sums of money soever shall be brought to us at six ner cent 
per annum Interest, for six or twelve 

'onger term of years, but not less than six months, nor to exceed the 

feett^r sLurityTsuch 

persons that shall so let out their money, give our receint for the 
same under the Honorable Company’s seal.” ^ 


•‘Monday mh Sepiemher, 1683.— There beino. o^eat numbernf 
slaves yearly exported from this place, to theVeaT -r iemnee of 
^ny persons whose children are very commonly privlteWoten 
away from ^em, by those who are constant traders in this wav the 
Agent and Council considering the scandal that mio-ht accrue to the 
Government, and the great loss that many parel“^may undL °o bv 
agSD!’’^'°°'*’ tiiat no more slaves be sen/off the shore 


Hi^”lSS5S:'^c=I!S 

“If SS 

patanam, shall hereafter presume clandestinelv tn 
contrary to this our order, by shinpinw such slaves nf +li' “ 
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the assistance of two merchants, and also sent ns a copy of His 
Majesty’s new Charter ordering the said proceedings, which occa* 
sioned the silencing onr former Court of Judicature, and has given 
great dissatisfaction to the creating many disturbances and complaints 
for justice, to the discredit and disgust of onr Government ; and 
though the Honorable Company have in that General Letter appointed 
their President to supply the place of Judge Advocate till he shall 
arrive; yet having no directions for those proceedings, and being 
unacquainted with the methods thereof, it is thought and agreed to 
foe of absolute necessity to the peace, justice, security, and honour 
of this Government, that the old Court of Judicature be organized, 
and that causes be heard and decided there by Jurors as formerly, 
by the authority of the first Charter, till the Judge Advocate shall 
arrive,- or we prohibit further proceedings therein.” Subsequently 
a Judge Advocate was sent out, and a Court of Admiralty was 
established. This new Court superseded the Court previously held 
in the Chapel, in which the Governor acted as Judge, and twelve 
jurymen were sworn in. The principal object of this new Court 
was the summary punishment of interlopers. 

The next important event in the history of the Presidency, was 
the attempt made to levy a house tax which should serve to defray 
the expenoes of the fortifications and charges of the garrison. Mr, 
Streynsham Master had actually succeeded in levying some such a 
tax ; and this very circumstance formed the ground of one of the 
charges which the natives preferred against him on the arrival of 
Mr, Gy:Sord. The new Governor had accordingly remitted the tax ; 
but was subsequently compelled, much against his inclination, to 
levy one in its place. As early as the 20th September, 1682, Mr. 
Josiah Child had written to the Agency as follows : — 

Our meaning as to the revenue of the town is that one way or 
another, by Dutch, Portuguese, or Indian methods, it should be 
brought to defray at least the whole constant charge of the place, 
which is essential to all governments in the world. People 
protected ought in all parts of the universe, in some way or other, 
to defray the charge of their protection, and preservation from wrong 
and violence. The manner of raising which revenue we shall leave 
to your discretion, as may be most agreeable to the humour of that 
people.” 

This order was frequently repeated, and the results will be found 
described in tbe following extracts from the Consultation books : — 

‘^A^hursday, 14th Auyust, 1684.-”'W’e have also consulted several 
ways for tbe improving the revenues of this town, and contiibutiag 
to the charge of walls, etc, ; necessary buildings for the conveniency 
and security of the inhabitants. Upon which we have agreed to 
propose levying of a small tax amongst them to be paid monthly, 
which if they so oppose, as formerly, that we cannot be successful 

7 
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therein, then to offer it as • a voluntary contribution to all the 
mhabitants m this Town, both English, Portuguese, Ifoors, and 
i^ontoos, which possibly may have a better effect upon their wilful 
tempers ; but first to press and receive the 50Q Pagodas per annum, 
which was three years past promised by the several castes of the 
Ixentoos towards the charges of the garrison.” 

“ Thursday t August, 1684. — The several heads of the castes? of 
the town mhabitants were sent for to mind them of their promised 
supply towards the charges of the garrison, who sent us word this 
not being a good day, they desired we would excuse their comin«y till 
to-morrow.” 

following Monday the promised interview took place, 
I he heads of the castes pleaded that they had lived in Madraspata- 
nam near forty years free from such impositions, and moreover that 
they bad constantly paid customs. They were told however that if 
they could not obey the Company’s law, they had liberty to sell their 
houses and remove where they pleased. At last after much 
persuasion they agreed to pay annually nine fanams for every ^reat 
house, SIX fanams for every small house, and three fanams for every 
little round house. The degree of success which attended this 
arrangement will appear in our next chapter. 

^ The following event is perhaps the most interesting which can be 
lound in bhe records of this period. On the 6th February, 1685, 
Charles II had passed away to his fathers, and James II was 
proclaimed kmg.^ The news reached Madras in tolerable speed for 
those days ; for six months after the death of the king, we find the 
following graphic description of the Proclamation of his successor in 
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horseback,^ bare beaded and wiob his sword drawn, carried tbe 
Proclamation in bis hand open. Then tbe President and Conncili, 
and the rest of tbe English gentlemen went in due order, Tbe troop 
was commanded and led by tbe President, Mr. Thomas LucaSj 
Cornet; and the rear was brought up by Mr, Elihu Yale, And 
when we came to enter tbe garrison at the Choultry Gate, (one of tbe 
chief entrances into tbe city), there was in readiness three complete 
Companies of soldiers, and all tbe principal Portuguese, to receive the 
President and Council, and other English gentlemen, who marched 
before them to the Port Gate, Sea Gate, and back to the Choultry Gate, 
(three of the principal places of the city) ; at all which places the 
Proclamation was read by Mr. Coventry, all persons being uncovered 
and their swords drawn. The Proclamation ended with great 
shouts and joyful acclamations, crying ** God bless King James 
Second,” and at every place of reading there was a volley of small 
shot, the trumpets sounding, and hautboys playing. Which done, 
the President, etc., returned in the same order to the Garden house, 
the great guns both of the Fort and Town firing all the way ; and 
after that all the Europe and country ships did the like. And soon 
after the President, etc., were returned, the Persian and Siam 
Ambassadors, with great state and a numerous retinue, came to 
congratulate our solemnity, and to bring their good wishes for His 
Majesty^s prosperous reign ; who after some small stay, being 
handsomely saluted and treated according to their quality with a 
banquet, music, and dancing, they took leave and departed to their 
houses with great satisfaction. And then a general invitation being 
made, we drank His Majesty’s health and long and happy reign ; and 
at night there was bonfires and fireworks, wherewith this solemnity 
ended.” 

With this event we close the present chapter. It was our original 
intention to give a history of the administration of one Governor in 
a single chapter ; but as we proceed the matter grows upon us, and 
we now find it necessary to separate the accounts of Mr. G-yffiord into 
two parts, of which we hope to present our readers with the second 
portion in our next chapter. 


76 


SISTOBY OF MADBA8. 


[ 1681 — 87 . 


goteekobship op me. william otppoel. 
f Concluded. J 
1681 — 1687. 

not onl^ by eyenfs^of dome^io “>«J£e(3, 

a place in the annals of India incidents which find 

particulars, it will be aSble to these to 

commenced in our last chantpr^»^°p complete the series of extracts 
history of the settlementln MadraspLaLm!^ illustrate the internal 

thSrSa sTrvSsTf^T of treating 

paths of morality and good manned.™ ^ ® <^eviate from the 

fi rk 1 .1 ... 



President and Conncif of 

IhomasOhild, Oompanv’s Fa(>fnr -^ort St. Greorge, that 

drinking, sw^arinT eutot ^^^y of most ex1)4sive 

^ntempt of GoveSme^ sf’to we Itt! 
Ohnstianorcivilsooiety: and when for any 

Charles Carr. anotW find 


others7-We^ ’^Pon the PrSS 

to admit either of them to so of OoutimI^i' oi^enient, not only not 
M WM intended them? bu/that both of S««iatra)! 

chambers ; and that thev shall of them be confined to their 

, drink but boiled rice an J4ter to earor 

established ; and that none shall be'snfer^^ 
supply them with other provisL or ‘hern, to 

conversation of Thomas Child, or encoursa^'’^'’"?!.®'^ by the vile 
the like contempt of their suneriors^ to 

thought fit to inflict upon th^ shall P'^^ishment we have 

Lro±LL®L®?*--% tS: S r P-eei^^ 

a public 


1681—87.] 


EISTORY OF MADRAS. 


77 


them to deserve. And this our order is to be set up in the Hail or 
Dining Soom in the Dorfc, and a copy thereof given to each of the 
said offending persons, to the intent that themselves and all others 
in the Eight Honorable Company’s service may know the cause and 
justness of their punishment/’ 

Saturday, lltJi April, — Beceived a Petition from Thomas Child 
and Charles Carr, the contents as followeth : 

“ To the Honourahh William GYrroRD, Esq,, President and Governor 

of Fort Si. George, 

May it please your Honour,— -Whereas yonr Petitioners whose 
names are underwritten, being sensible of the many enormities 
which have been committed against your Honour, etc., and oat of a 
deep sense of our crimes, we humbly implore your goodness, that 
you would vouchsafe to pardon and pass by these heinous crimes, 
confessing and very well knowing your acts are very equitable and 
just in confining us to our chambers, nay merciful too, the least of 
which we do not in the least deserve ; but having intelligence that 
your Honour intends a public paper, to he set up in the Hall, which 
will certainly tend to the utter destruction of your poor Petitioners ; 
our humble request is, that your Honour will condescend so far, as 
not to expose your said poor Petitioners to public view, which paper 
(though justly) must inevitably do ; wherefore we humbly beseech 
you that your Honour will recall your order for setting up the said 
paper, and permit us to come in your presence, and humbly acknow- 
ledge ourselves offenders as in the said paper is inserted against us. 

Your humble Petitioners, 
Thomas Child, 
Charles Care.’* 

We learn from a subsequent date that this Petition was favourably 
considered. 

The following curious incident which occurred at Eniiore, with 
reference to a sloop bound from Madras to Sumatra, will interest 
our local antiquarians. 

Sunday, lOih May, 1685.^ — ^Beceived this morning a letter from 
William Dixon, Master of the sloop “James” from Ennore, dated 
this day, advising that he was forced to put in there, the sloop being 
so leaky, that they pumped every glass. Upon which the President 
and Council ordered the Secretary to write him answer to his 
letter, and order him to ride as near Ennore Bar as he could, that 
they would send two Mussulas to unlade the coals, and thatJ then 
he should carry her iuto that Biver, and when that was done he 
should receive further orders. 
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Wednesday, %Qth May, 1685. — This morning William Dixon, 
Alasier of sloop * James,” arrived here from Ennore, who gives an 
iiccomit that the sloop was got into with that Eiver, that all her 
stores and coals were landed, and that upon firing of a gun, the 
powderthat was under the cabin abaft, took fire, and blow up her 
aeek i wo Englishmen were killed and several Lascars wounded, 
but how_ the accident happened is not known, the two men that are 
dead being the only persons about the powder.” 

Seven months afterwards, namely, on the 4th January 1685-6, this 
sloop was still in Ennore Eiver, as we learn from the following entry 
thi 1 'T • Notwithstanding we have so often endeavoured to 
James ’out of the Ennore Eiver, we have not been 
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We cannot discover wliether the prayer of this petition was granted 
or rejected. 

Our next extract will serve to farther illnstrate the relations 
between the Agency at Fort St. G-eorge, and the native chiefs. The 
story of Lingapa will enable the reader to form some conception of 
the position of the English in this coantry, under the sovereignty of 
Golconda ; the following story of Gopall Pandit will throw a light 
upon the ordinary mode of proceeding, when a distinguished Native 
paid a personal visit to Fort St. George. 

Tuesday, Wtli September, 1685.“-~Gopall Pundit being come to 
St. Thome, acquainted the President with it, and desired that he 
might give Mm a visit privately' that night ; so it was thought 
convenient that Mr. Lucas (third member of Council) go to him to 
St. Thom4 and Mr. Yale (second member of Council) to meet him 
at Triplicane, to bring him to the Garden house. 

Thttrsday, I7ih September, — Gopall Pundit having rested himself 
yesterday, sent a message this morning that he desired to see the 
Fort, and to be received publicly there this afternoon. Which was 
accordingly done with as much honour and respect to him as we 
could, according to his quality, where after some time being spent 
in viewing the city from the top of the Fort house, firing great guns, 
and the like, he desired to have some discourse with the President 
and Council ; so they retired for that purpose, the sum of which 
was chiefly his magnifying his great services done the Company, 
and how great a friend he was to them, to the intent, we believe, to 
cause us to make him some considerable gratuity, or to lend him 
money. But on the other hand, the President and Council endea- 
voured to lesson that value he set upon himself, in regard they 
endeavoured to make it appear that once it lay in his power to have 
^ done much more in reference to a better settlement at Guddalore, 
* and told him (he being now going to Court) if he could there use his 
interest, and procure liberty for the Bight Honorable Company to 
build a fortiflcation at Guddalore or Porto Novo on the place that 
the President and Council should choose for the conveniency of their 
business, that they would consider him, bub for lending him any 
money, they absolutely denied it, it being attended with so many 
inconveniences. 

Friday, iBih September, — This morning Gopall Pundit sent 
Sancrogee (his chief confident) to the President to acquaint him that 
he would use his endeavours to obtain what was recommended to 
him yesterday ; and desired the President to write a short letter to 
Haja Baja, referring him bo what Gopall Pandit had to say to him 
from us. 

Monday, 21st September,— Gopall Pandit having been at a great 
charge in coming hither with such a numerous retinue, and in 
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consideration of our new settlement at Cuddalore, that we may 
engage him (in part at present) to continue his friendship, to obtain 
some more and better privileges there, than we have as yet, — It is 
ordered that he with his attendants be Tasherift as followeth ; 

To Gopall Pundit in private,— gold chains to the value of Pagodas 150* 

Bo. in public, — 6 yards scarlet, 1 telescope, 1 fowling piece, 
1 pair of pistols, some flint ware and toys, 4 pair of spectacles, 
a chest of rosewater, and some sandalwood. 

To Gopali Pundit^s brother Vittlepa in private,— Pagodas 20 in gold 
chains. 

Do. in public, — 3 yards scarlet. 

To Sancrogee in private, — Pagodas 20 in gold chains. 

Do. in public, — 3 yards broadcloth ordinary. 

To Gopall PundiPs kinsman, —2 yards scarlet. 

To 3 Captains, 3 Havildars, 8 Mussumdars, — each 3 yards broadcloth 
ordinary. 

To the Maldars, etc., — Pagodas 14. 

To servants,— 3 pieces beteelaes.’' 

The mode in which the Agency acted in the case of any of its 
servants dying, and leaving widows and families behind them, may 
be gathered from the following entry, 

Monday, 2lst BecemheT, 1685.— Mr. Edward Eowle, late Engi- 
neer of this place, having been sent to the West Coast of Sumatra, 
to give directions about the building of a Fortification, and being 
very diligent therein, as per the advice we received from thence, and 
dying at Bencoolen, — It is agreed and ordered that what wages is 
due to him be paid to his widow, as also that a gratuity of twenty 
Pagodas be given her, in consideration of the great loss she hath 
had in his death, and the poor condition he hath left her and her 
famfiy in. Also Teggapa, the Bight Honorable Company's Chief 
Bubash here, having been very serviceable in the new Settlement on 
the said West Coast, and dying in his return hither It is ordered 
that his son be allowed four Pagodas per month for the maintenance 
m the family, and to be employed at the sea side, and that ten 
Pagodas he given to the widow as a gratuity for her husband's good 
sarvica" 

The next event we have to record is one of peculiar interest. We 
have already referred to the attempt made in 1684 to levy such a tax 
from every house in Madraspatanam, as should defray the charges 
of the fortifications and garrison. The matter however was delayed 
from time to timej Mr, Gyfiord shrinking from making the levy, 
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whilst Mr. Josiab Child, the Chairman of the Court o! Directors, 
became more and more angry at the delay, and more and more bitter 
and peremptory in his orders. At last the Agency felt compelled to 
act, and the event abundantly proved that firmness and decision 
were alone required to render the experiment successful. Indeed ft 
is plain that Mr. Child understood the ITative character far better 
than Mr. GyfPord. He saw that the inhabitants of Madraspatanam 
were fiourishing under British protection, and that they were bound 
to pay for that protection. But the following extracts will tell the 
whole story. 

Sunday, Zrd January, 1686. — In pursuance of the Bight Honor- 
able Company’s positive orders to us of the 16th of March, 1684, for 
the raising a contribution upon the several houses in this Town, in 
consideration of the great charge of maintaining, repairing, and 
fortifying this garrison, for the defence and security of them, their 
families, and estates ; — Mr. John Littleton was appointed to collect 
the same by all moderate ways and fair means possible, that they 
may not be discontented, or any disturbance arise thereby. Notwith- 
standing this, and the oft-repeated reasons and arguments with them 
for the ready and quiet payment thereof, they did this morning, in 
contempt of the Government and onr orders, tumultuously and 
mutinously combine together, commanding the several castes to 
desist from their labour, and service to us ; also forbidding and 
hindering the shops to be opened and grain to 1)6 brought into Town ; 
insolently declaring that they would continue their rebellion ^ till 
they were freed from the said; present and all future taxes. 'Where- 
upon soldiers were drawn out to secure all the passes of the outer 
Town, and other places, to suppress the tumult ; and as great incon- 
veniences and dangers may succeed from their violent proceedings^ 
it is also agreed and ordered, that the Choultry drum be beaten 
^ about the Town, with this Proclamation 

That if the heads or chiefs of the several castes of the inhabitants 
do not come in and submit themselves before this day’s sunset to the 
President and Council, begging pardon for their great crime of insur- 
rection against the Government, and disobedience to the late just 
orders for a small contribution towards the necessary fortifying, and 
bearing part of the great charge of maintaining this garrison, that 
their several dwelling houses be to-morrow pulled down and the 
ground sold at the Choultry, and them and their families for ever be 
banished the town. 

Also that all persons in the Bight Honorable Company’s service, 
or belonging thereto, do immediately repair to their several charges 
and business. ; otherwise to be put out of their employments, and 
never more to foe entertained in the Bight Honorable Company’s 
service* ' • 
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** And that if the Chetty Bazaar people do not immediately open 
their shops and sell their grain, etc., as usually, that the goods and 
commodities in their several shops be confiscated to the Bight 
Honorable Company, and moreover be fined ten pagodas each for 
their mutinous crimes ; and in case of any disobedience to this our 
merciful invitation and indemnity, it is then agreed that the President 
in Council do personally to-morrow see the aforesaid orders strictly 
executed.^’ 

This Sunday was remarkable in other respects. The Proclamation 
of James II against interlopers was read in St. Mary*s Church, 
which coming so close after the Christmas sermon on peace and good 
will to all men, must have been highly edifying to the audience. In 
the evening we are told that “ the heads of the several castes came 
in and acknowledged their great crime and desired to be heard 
to-morrow by the President and Council ; so with a severe check 
were dismissed to their several houses, and advised and ordered to 
suppress the present tumult they had raised.^' 

Monday t January , — This morning the heads of the several 

castes appeared before the President and Council, to be heard 
‘according to their desire;, and after begging pardon for the great 
crime they had committed in raising such a mutiny, delivered in 
their Petition, translate whereof is as follows ; — 

To the Eon^hle Governor and GouncU, 

“ The inhabitants of this town declare, that it is now forty years 
and upwards, from the foundation of this Port, and that they wex'e 
invited to people and increase the town upon the word and favour 
of the.English, under whom they have till now lived, receiving many 
honours and favours without paying any tribute or rent. Only in 
the time of the past Governor Mr. Master, who imposed a tax upon 
arrack, and upon paddy, and causing us to pay for cleansing the 
streets also increasing the Choultry customs of goods imported 

* The following extract from the Consnltation books during the Governorship 
of Streynsham Master, will explain the nature of this municipal assessment. 
The entry is dated 13th July, 1678 : — 

‘‘ The Governor having proposed a way for keeping the Towne cleane after 
the manner in England, by taxing every house at a moderate rate and to appoint 
a Scavenger to collect said moneys and therewith to hire cooleys to carry away 
the dirt and filth, which in this as in all other townes in these countrys lyes in 
the streets very offensively, the principall persons with many others of the Gentu 
towne^came this day to the Governor, requesting that there might not be taken 
a particular list or roil of all the houses in the Towne, they offering rather then 
soe, to make a collection among themselves upon each cast or sect, as they have 
used to doe for some other genera!! expences upon their festivalls. Whereupon 
the^ Governor asked them why they approved not of the way he proposed ; to 
which they answeared that the Devan or the Mogull and Braminy Governors of 
the eonntry for the Kng, might come to know the great number of houses and 
familys, that is in this Towne, and thereupon might raise new impositions upon 
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and exported ; • also tlie rents of the fields of paddy, and ordered that 
double custom should be received of tobacco which came from other 
places, and^ because the owners could not pay said custom, they 
carried their tobacco to St. Thome, by which means the Choultry 
hath been hindered of the customs formerly paid. Also the close 
siege this Town suffered, which upon your Honouris arrival was 
taken off, whereby this Town was newly revived from death to life, 
hoping that your Honour would have relieved us from all tributes 
and rents ; but instead thereof we find you go about to impose and 
iuci'ease other new tributes upon our houses, which can in no wise 
be, nor ought your Honour to do it. Wherefore we beg your Honour 
for the sake of the most High G-od, and in the name of the most 
serene king of England and of the Honorable Company, that you will 
free this Town from so heavy a yoke, as is this tax laid upon our 
houses, seeing we are a poor people, and live upon our labour and 
trouble ; this Town having the fame, and is called place of Charity, 
and we shall live confidenc in your favours and assistances, and the 
whole Town lightened by your goodness, as they hope from 
Honour. 

Signed by the heads of the several castes underwritten, viz,, 
chuliars, painters, tailors, husbandmen, coolies, washers, barbers, 
pariahs, comities, oilmakers, fruiterers, shepherds, potmakers, 
muckwas, patanava, tiaga, cavaree, nugabunds, pally, goldsmiths, 
cbitties, weavers. 

Upon perusal of said Petition, the President and Council told 
them, that it did not lie in their power totally to excuse them from 
contributing towards the charges of this Garrison, in regard it was 
the Bight Honorable Company's positive orders, they commanding 
to have the Black Town walled round at the charge of the inhabit™ 
ants ; and there was no remedy but that they must be conformable 
'‘thereunto, it being a very small matter, only three fanams a year for 

them and create trouble to the Towne j but the matter being more nearly 
enquired into, it seems they were afraid that if such a roll were taken, it would 
be a ready way to lay a tax upon the Towne for the building and repairing the 
out- wails or any other new imposition never yet imposed upon them ; and there- 
upon ^twas urged to them, why all the Towne ought not to bear an equal share 
in repairing those slight mud walls as well as those poor people only that lived 
next to the walls ; to which they could answ^ear no further than that it has 
never yet been required of them for these 40 years, and the Company has thriven 
well and were better able to bear it themselves now than ever, therefore hoped 
'twould not bo imposed upon them now; and for clearing the streets they 
would take care to doe it among themselves without further trouble to us. 
Whereupon the Governor referred them to Verona to consider further of this 
affaire. 

By this it may be observed, how jealous this people arc of being imposed 
upon by new customes.” 
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herlate. ^ Xfc it repSd^ it mus^t 1 

on the other hand refused, offering two of thexr heads, if 
that would satisfy, to excuse them from this tribute and heavy yoke, 
Stlyiil ir ifter which they were one by one -*ed wtoher 
they would leave the town, make war upon us, or submit to our 
ordlrrand eovemment; to which they every one answered they 
would submit, but on a sudden all at once denied what they had 
said and that they would not pay do what we would to thein; which 
fOT^rus to cans! the drum to beat, and declare our resolution to 
some of the chiefs that we had kept (others being run away), that 
we would execute our orders declared to them yesterday by beat of, 
drum Which when they perceived us so much in earnest, at last 
submitted, promising to be obedient to our government, and that 
they would take off the prohibition laid upon their people and our 
SSns, and that all things should be at peace and q^et. So 
they were dismissed, and after awhile, the shops were acwrdi^ly 
onened, provisions brought in, and the washermen, muckwas, 
catamaran-men, coolies, and servants returned to their several 
Wsinesses ; and now it only remains that they be obedient m paying 
their contributions.” 

IvTc^withstanding however these patriotic hopes expressed in the 
Consultation book, Mr. Gyfford’s subsequent lettera home conld not 
have been very satisfactory to the Directors. Unfortunately no 
copies of the General Letters to England have 
anaongst the Madras records of an earlier date than 1692 ; but the 
following sharp orders, extracted from the 

England and evidently from the pen of Mr. Josiah Child, abundantly 
show that the great Chairman was very much dissatisfaed with 
Mr. Gy lord’s conduct in the matter. 

On the 9th June, 1686, he writes as follows This pro and con^ 
between us and you, which was begun by Sir William Langhorue. 

. ended with Mr. Master, is now revived on the sub 3 eot, will never 
end well. Pray let ns have no more of it. . . . A revenue we will have 
aliquo modo for that infinite charge we have been at to raise that 
Town (which hereafter we shall call a city) from so despicable a 
condition as it was in when we settled there. . . . With yonr l^ye 
we will have a ground or quit-rent yearly for every house withm 
your precinct, and a small poll money for every head, as the Dutch 
have at Batavia.” 

Again on the 6th June, 1687, he writes as follows " We do 
hereby order and ordain as a law in our city of Madras (which we 
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arrear of their respective quit-rent imposed upon them, such shall 
for ever hereafter stand charged, and pay to the Company, double 
the quit-rent formerly imposed upon them.” 


We now turn to an event which is interesting as being one of 



the earliest recorded attempts at mutiny in this Presidency. 
A short time previously the Company had established a Settlement 
at Priamaii on the West Coast of Sumatra ; a place that proved 
so fearfully unhealthy, that most of the merchants and factors 
died, and the locality was regarded with horror. At this time 
however an e.vpedifcion against Bengal, which we shall have occasion 
to describe hereafter, was in preparation, and the Portuguese 
soldiers in Port St. George were ordered on the service. But we 
leave the Consultation book to tell its own story. 

Wednesday, 4th August, 1636.— The several companies of this 
garrison being in their arms, the Portuguese soldiers appointed for 
the Bay of Bengal, being asked whether they were willing to serve 
the Honorable Company in that expedition, did one and all refuse to 
go, upon pretence that we would send them to the West Coast (of 
Sumatra), though the President assured them to the contory. 
So they had their arms taken from them, and being of such a 
dangerous consequence, a Ga.llows was caused to be erected before 
the "'Port Gate, re.solving to hang two or three of the ringleaders to 
terrify the rest to their duty, having now the power of martial law ; 
and when they perceived our intentions, they submitted to proceed 
upon the voyage; so had their arms returned to them, though we 
can expect no very hearty service: from such backward pitiful 
fellows ; and it is resolved, as soon as English soldiers can be 
provided sufficient for the garrison, that all Topasses be disbanded, 
and no more eutei’tained, since there 'is so little dependence upon 
them.” 

The following little proceeding as regards our first possession of 
St. Thome, is very suggestive. 

Thursday, 19th August, 1686.— Whereas the Bight Honorable 
Company have ordered the renting of St. Thome from the Divan, 
and W6 have thought it not convenient to rent it in the name of the 
Bight Honorable Company because the rent would thereby be 
enhanced, — we have desired Chinna Tencatadry and Allinga Pillay 
to rent the said Town of St. Thome in their own names, and do 
promise to allow them all the charges which they may expend for 
procuring a firmaun for the said Town, and to save them harmless 
from whatever loss may accrue unto ’them by the rents of said 
Town; provided the said Chinna^ Tencatadry and Allinga Pilky, 
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do from time to time give ns an account of their charges, as the 
same is expended, and of the rents as the same are received, and 
that the profits accruing thereby be to the use of Right Honorable 
Company.’’ 

The following extracts are of very great value. They fully 
explain the police arrangements in the native town of Madras- 
patanam in the very earliest times. We have already explained that 
whilst the settlement was first made about 1640, no records have 
been preserved in this Presidency prior to 1670. The intervening 
period we filled up as well as we could by means of the abstracts of 
(jleneral Letters preserved in Brace’s Annals ;” but even they 
furnish no record of a Governor earlier than Sir Edward Winter. ; 
Erom the following entries however we observe a reference to a I 
Sir Thomas Chamber, who appears to have been Governor about 1 
1659, and thus to have immediately preceded Sir Edward Winter. 
Moreover we obtain from them a glimpse of Madraspatanam when 1 
it could have been little more than a rude assemblage of bamboo ; 
huts, and when twenty peons were sufficient to^ watch _ over the 
interests of the inhabitants. These entries originated in certain 
charges of neglect of duty which were brought against Pedda Haik * 
and his peons, in other words agaiust the police establishment of ; 
Madraspatanam, in the year 1686, and which led to a reference to ^ 

the original cowle granted for the maintenance of the force. But 
the extracts will tell the whole story. f 

Monday t Zrd November^ 1686. — Whereas divers of the inhabitants 
of this Town, have made their complaints to ns, that they have been 
great sufferers by the many robberies that have been committed of 
late; and forasmuch as it hath been made appear to us that the 
Pedda Haik and his Talliars (who should take care, for the yearly 
revenue they receive for the same, that no such thing be done, or 
else make satisfaction) have concealed some of the stolen goods, and 
imprisoned one of the thieves, for fear he should make a discovery of 
others among themselves, and that the said Talliars do make it their 
coustant practice to receive half the stolen goods and let the thieves 
escape with the rest : — we the President and Council do therefore 
unanimously agree and resolve, that the said Pedda Haik shall make 
due satisfaction to every person for whatsoever losses they can Justly 
make appear to have sustained by robbery, either in the inward or 
outward Town, now or hereafter ; which is also agreeable to the 
contents of his cowle given him by Sir Thomas Chamber the 22nd 
June 1659.” 

It appears from the cowle, which is printed at full length on the 
page following the above entry, that in a very early period of the 
history of Madraspatanam, Pedda Haik had guarded the town with 
twenty peons. Subsequently, when the Town had greatly increased 
in size Pedda Haik had given up the office on the ground that the 
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number of peons was insufficient for the duty, and that the main- 
tenance granted him was also insufficient. Accordingly eighteen 
paddy fields were granted to Pedda ISfaik duty free, together with 
a variety of petty customs on paddy, fish, oil, betel nut, pepper, 
and other similar articles ; and he in return engaged to guard 
the town with fifty peons, under the following arrangement, whicii 
we shall describe in the words of the cowle granted by Sir Thomas 
Chamber. 

Also that the 50 peons aforesaid, shall be employed about the 
Town, as he that hath the charge of the Choultry shall think fitting. 
And if any man shall be delivered by us into your custody, and 
shall make his escape, that you shall pay the debt the person escaped, 
owed. Also that if we (the President) should go abroad at any time 
to take our pleasure, you shall procure 150 or 200 peons to accom- 
pany us. And if occasion shall require 150 or 200 peons, your 
Timmapa with the said peons shall go upon what employment we 
shall send him, and also allow them 4 days catty ; but if we should 
detain them longer then we are to give them cafcty.'^ Also if any 
house is robbed, that you shall make satisfaction for what is lost. 
And if any merchant or inhabitant of this Town shall run away, and 
any of your people having knowledge thereof shall conceal it, that 
then you are to bring that party run away again, and correct him. 
that knew of his departure. This being the cowle given you by us 
you being peaceably and quietly to take your duties aforesaid, and 
to do the Company what service you are able. Dated in Madras-* 
patanam, the 22nd June 1659. 

Thomas Ohambee.’^ 

The result of the present complaints appears to have been that the 
Pedda Naik agreed to make good all real losses. 

Before proceeding farther with the extracts it will be necessary to 
glance at the general history of India. Aurungzebe, the Great 
Mogul reigning at Delhi, had been compelled by an Afghan war and 
a religious insurrection to suspend his military operations in the 
Dekkan. Meantime Sevajee, the great Mabratta, had pursued his 
conquests in Southern India, and, as we have already seen, passed 
within a few miles of Madras during the Governorship of Streynsham 
Master; but he was shortly afterwards cut ofi in the midst of his 
career in the fifty-third year of his age, Sevajee was succeeded by 
his son Sambajee; but the latter was idle and debauched, and 
possessed but little of the ambition of his great father. 

It was under these circumstances, that in 1683, Aurungzebe 
moved the whole force of the Mogul army into the Dekkan, with 
the intent of subjugating Bijapore, Golconda, and the Mahratfcas. 

* Catty, or more literally Knttoo,” is a Tamil word signifyirg batta.’* 
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The story of that long campaign would prove of little interest to the 
general reader. Sambajee woke up from his life of sensuality, and 
harassed the Moguls in every possible way. In 1686 the kingdom 
of Golconda was well nigh overthrown by Prince Moazzira, the eldest 
son of Anrungzebe. Moazzim drew near the capital and was joined 
by the greater part of the army of Golconda. The Brahmin minisner 
Madna Pant was murdered in a tumult. The king Abul Hassan 
fled from his capital of Hyderabad to the neighbouring hill fort of 
Golconda, which had gi^en its name to the whole kingdom. For 
three successive days Hyderabad was plundered by the troops of 
Moazzim. Anrungzebe however thought proper to grant a peace to 
Abul Hassan, upon payment of a large contribution. 

Anrungzebe is supposed to have come to terms with Abul Hassan, 
simply to prevent his son Moazzim from being regarded as the 
conqueror of Golconda. In 1686 he took Bijapore in person, and 
destroyed that monarchy. In 1687 he again attacked Golconda, and 
in September, after an obstinate siege of seven months, he captured 
the fort and took Abul Hassan prisoner. In 1689 Sambajee was 
drinking in a favorite pleasure house, when he too was taken 
prisoner by an officer of Anrungzebe, and sent in triumph to the 
imperial head quarters. Some of the Omrahs suggested that the life 
of the Mahratta sovereign should be spared, in order to induce the 
Mahratta chiefs to surrender their forts. Anrungzebe was willing 
to save him on this condition ; but Sambajee had now awakened 
to a sense of his degradation, and courted a death which would wipe 
away his shame. In this temper Sambajee employed every epithet 
of abuse to induce some rash soldier to kill him. Anrungzebe 
sent a message offering him his life on condition of his becoming a 
Mussulman. Tell the Emperor,” cried Sambajee, that if he will 
give me his daughter I will become a Mussulman and he then 
gave a keener edge to this insulting offer by pouring out a torrent 
of invectives upon the prophet of Islam. Anrungzebe was exas- 
perated to the highest degree. He ordered a red hot iron to be 
drawn across the ey^s of Sambajee, his tongue to be cut out, and 
his head to be severed from his body. The terrible sentence wus 
carried out in the camp bazaar, in August. 1689. 

The effect of these events upon the Agency at Fort St. George 
might be fully gathered from the General Letters sent home by the 
Agency, which, as we have already said, are wanting amongst the 
Madras Records. Some idea however may be obtained from the 
notices which appear in the General Letters from home, as well as in 
T,he Madras Consultation books. In a General Letter, dated 2‘2Tid 
March, 1687, and evidently penned by Josiah Child, we meet with 
the following remarks : — 

We know the King of Golconda is rich enough to pay for any 
assistance you give him, either in diamonds or pagodas ; and there- 
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lore we intend to be at no charge for his assi.stance against 
Mogal. but what he shall pay us for beforehand ^ or put diamonds 
into your hands for the security’' of our payment, both principal and 
interest.” 7 .7 , 

Again in another letter dated 6fch June, 1687, we find the 
following : — 

‘‘ For the King of Golconda’s writing to you, you may acquainf- 
him in a decent and frieiidly manner, that we are none of his 
subjects ; wherein we would have you be guided by the old proverb, 

suaviter in mode forticer in re.” But if nevertheless he pretend 
to any dominion over your city, you may, when yon are in a good 
condition, tell him in plain terms that we own him for our good 
triend, ally, and confederate, and sovereign and lord paramount of. 
all that country, excepting the small territory belonging to Madras, 
of which we claim the sovereignty, and will maintain and defend 
against all persons, and. govern by our own lavrs, without any appeal 
to any prince or potentate whatsoever, except our Sovereign Lord 
the King, paying unto him the king of Golconda, our agreed tribute 
of 1,200 Pagodas per annum. And if ever he break with you upon 
these terms, we require yon to defend yourselves by arms, and from 
that time renounce paying him any more tribute. It being strange 
to us that while he is oppressed by the Mogul on one baud, and by"" a 
poor handful of Dutchmen on the other, you should make yourselves 
so timorous and fearful of asserting our ow-n king’s just right and 
prerogative to that important place.” 

The nature of the information previously furnished to the Court 
of Directors may be gathered from the following entry in the 
Consultation book. 

Tuesday, IbfJi February, 1687.— Upon advice from Mr. James 
Paiva at the Mines, that the Mogul was lately in a short time to take 
Golconda, and consequently be master of this king’s dominions, and 
that the French and Dutch bad made their applications to him with 
great presents to settle their affairs in this country : — it was take.n 
into consideration what we should do in behalf of the Eight Honorable 
Company, and agreed (in regard of our present hostility against his 
subjects in Bengal)'^ that we should only write him a. plausible letter 
of complaint of government injuries to us in Bengal ; and that, upon 
consideration of onr difference there, we would not make our appli- 

^ The allusion in the 'foregoing extract to hostilities against the Hognrs 
subjects in Bengal, refers to an expedition which was ordered about this time 
against the Mogul Governor of Bengal, in consequence of his tryannical and 
oppressive conduct towards the English settlements on the Eooghly. This 
expedition was sent out during the government of Mr. Gyfford ; but its results 
belong more properly to the annals of his successor Mr, Eiihu Yale, We there- 
fore reserve the story until our next chapter, . - — , . 
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cations as fclie Frencli and Dutck had done 
respects were as ready and great 
onr Vakeel concerning our grievances 
of onr diSerences), to redress rr 
Honorable Company's 
thought convenient to 


as theirs; but desire nim to neai 
(which have been the occapon 
1 the same, and to confirm the ^Bi^ht 

aaoienfc privileges in Bengal, It ® 
•write to his Nabob, to desire his -P’ 

and to favour us -with the delivery of our said letter to the ! 

‘and to write to our Vakeel at the ^iSw the 

flAlivpr with copies for his perusal, and directing him 

Nabob ’what we write to the Mogul, and that he be 

our case to His Majesty, and malce haste to procure a good and lastii „ 

firmaun.” 

“ Monday, nnd He5r«ary.-Taking ;™®l°^ 3 rouiruS 

oreat dan<^er we may be in, m case the Jii-Oj, 

Golconda, which in al) appearance ^si 

S «d “thSlpre » j «f “4 f “ K?"i“e t. 

several places do proceed and take care ot the particulars n 
undermentioned : — 

“ Mr. WavelVs charge -is, vis. : 

To hnild up the Caldera Point with Battlements that the men may stand 

by the Guns. , ^ , 1 *14. 

To make haste to finish the new Platforms formerly ordered to he huilt at 
the lea side and River side, and for the present to get all materials re^y. 

“ To take care that all the Sallyports at the River side he^een 

in the Eiver, be cleared away. , 

“ That Stores of Brick, Iron Stone, and Chenam, be m a readiness to make 
up an^reaohea, and put in the Hog yard, or any other convenient place, within 

the Smiths, Bricklayers, Carpenters, Coolies, Muokwaes, and -w^t 

SiSSTpon Mramm, .Id thct «»h p«*h. .hJl hwc pro*™ prai.dBl 

Pnwlr -Rpef and Fish to be salted, and put np in Jars and Cask, 
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M7\ Chenei/s charge is, viz. : 

To remove tlie Powder from tlie Powder-house to the Godowns under the 
curtain next St. Thom5 (or some other convenient place) and brick them up for 
the more safety, and some powder to be put in the Bound Point, in a place 
that's built for that purpose. 

‘‘ To get what great Jars he can to put wheat in, and Chenam them up, and 
set them round the Port Curtain. 

“ To make what Powder he can with all expedition. 

To give in an accompt of what stores of Powder, shot great and small, 
match, etc., ammunition or provision for war (in any kind) we have in readiness ; 
and to fit up the Granado Shells and Mortar Pieces, and to make a trial of them 
beforehand. 

“ To take care that all the Small Arms be fitted, and constantly looked after, 
and cleaned. 

“ To take care that what Stores of Grain we have, or shall be brought in 
upon this occasion, be put into fitting Granaries within the Wails, to preserve 
it ; and that it be brought into the air and often shifted ; and Mr. Fraser, or 
who else he, Mr. Cheney, shall choose, is appointed to assist him in this. 

“ To buy Provender for the Horses. 

Doctor Wilrnot and Doctor Plunimer^s charge is, viz. : 

‘‘ To provide and make salves for wounds, and to be as sparing of the small 
surgery box on the Bebecca as they can, that we may not want upon great 
occasion.” 

A week afterwards we find the following entry. 

Monday, 2St]i Fehruary. — It being of so great concern to be 
contimially mindful to provide for the defence of this Grarrison 
against the Mogul's forces, which we have great reason to fear will 
come upon ns, after he has taken Golconda, therefore we have 
thought convenient, and order that the persons hereunder named, 
have further in charge as followefch. 

Mr. WaveWs charge is, vizi. : 

“ To build a small Point to command the Bridge, and that part of the Town, 
and the two blank sides of the Caldera Point, large enough to plant six Guns, 
or eight if there shall be occasion. 

“ To build a large Tank in some convenient place, within the walled Town, 
for a store of fresh water, vrhich will be much wanted in case of a siege, all the 
wells in the Christian Town being brackish. 

** Jfr. Qheney^s charge is, viz. : 

“ To put so many great guns upon the Point at the Garden as convenient for 
ten or fifteen men, and lay in such provisions and ammunition in the lower 
room, as shall be hereafter upon occasion thought necessary. 

To put six or eight great guns into the new Point, that is to be built for the 
security of the Bridge, etc. with ammunition for them. 

To fill the new Tank that is ordered to be built, with the best fresh water, 
and besides to provide and fill what Cask and Tars he can get. 

To make ten Field carriages and fit guns to them. 

** To put two or three great guns in the Powder house.” 
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' “ It is tlionghc convenient for the safety of this Garrison, securing 
the Right Honorable Company's estate, and annoying of the enemy 
in case they should besiege this place, that two or three ships do 
from this time ride in this Road; and there being none of the Right 
Honorable Company's ships here, nor any expected (till some may 
arrive from England) that can be spared upon this design, in regard 
that they are to go down into the Bay, or already are upon other 
expeditions : — It is ordered to hire any good serviceable country 
vessels that may o:Ser, to that number ; and that Mr. Cheney do semi 
Men, Guns, Ammunition, and Provisions, or wliat else may be thought 
convenient for service, aboard them, on the Right Honoraole 
Company’s account.” 

Monday, 7tli JfarcA —Taking into consideration the absolute 
necessity oi' having the letters from Bengal delivered to the Mogul 
(which were sent back by our peons from Mr. Faiva at the Mines 
near Golconda, the 27th of last month, they not finding tVie A^akeel 
in the camp) that he, the Mogul, might rightly be informed of our 
grievances in the Bay, in particular the occasion of the last 
skirmish It is agreed to take advice of Senor Mannche, an Italian 
doctor inhabitant of this Town, who was formerly in the Mogul’s 
service, which is as follows : 

‘^That we send them (the letters) by a servant of his (the doctor’s), 
that is well acquainted with the Mogul’s camp, accompanied by four 
Rajpoots, to deliver them to two Englishmen there, viz., Thomas 
and Richard Goodlad; to the intent that when they observe the 
Mogul's coming forth, they may hold up said letters, so as to be seen 
by him, which, he says, the Mogul will receive from the hands of 
strangers, which otherwise is delivered to some great men to peruse 
before they come to him, which might prevent the Mogul’s having 
an account of the true contents thereof, which is usual when it is a 
complaint against any of their friends or great men : and that a 
small present) of oil of cinnamon, oil of mace, and some other rarities 
be sent to the Englishmen, to give as they shall see occasion : and 
that the Mogul may have an account of the wrongs and dangers 
that the Right Honorable Company have sustained in the Bay.” 

The siege of Golconda by the Mogul army lasted seven months, 
and the place was not finally captured by Aurungzebe until the 
month of September. All this time great fears were entertained at 
Fort St. George, that the Mogul would revenge himself upon 
Madraspatanam for the hostilities which had taken place in Bengal. 
On the I6th June, we find the following entry in the Consultation 
book : — It being much to be feared that the King of Golconda 
cannot bold out long, aud that when the Mogul comes to have the 
possession of the country we have great reason to believe that be will 
endeavour to revenge himself upon us, as he threatens, there being 
war declared in Bengal by us, and (as we hear) on their side also.” 
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Bat before tbe termination of tbe siege the administration of Mr, 
Gyfford was closed, and Mr. Elihti Yale, the first member of Oonncil, 
was appointed Governor in Ms room. The following e^ctracts tell 
their own tale, and close our history of the Governorship of Mr, 
Gyfiord. 

Saturday i 2Brcl July, 1687 . — This evening late tbe Box of Letters, 
etc., from the Bight Honorable Company per the “Williamson'^ was 
brought on shore, and deferred till Monday to be perused, 

“ Monday, 2hth July.'-^The General Letters and Commission from 
the Bight Honorable Company were perused, and the President 
finding by said Commission that Elihu Yale, Esq., was constituted 
President, and President Gyfiord^s Commission revoked, he delivered 
up his charge, which with President Gyfford’s best wishes for all 
good success and prosperity to the Right Honorable Oompmy^s 
affairs, under the management of the new President concludes this 
Consultation Book. 




ClXA-PTEPl -VIII. 

G07EBIT0ESHIP OP MB. ELIHTJ YALE. 

1687— 1692. 

The latter years of the Governorship of Mr. Gyfford, and the 
early years in Mr. Yale’s administration, are marked bycireum'* 
stances which belong more to the general history of India than to 
the domestic annals of the Madras Presidency. These circumstances 
may be indicated in tbe briefest possible manner. In ^ 1686 Mr. 
Josiah Child sent out secret instructions, that ^ the English should 
retaliate upon the Mogul for the injuries they had received in Bengal. 
The war was fully approved both by the Court of Directors and the 
reigning sovereign James II. An expedition was sent out with 
ordex's to seize Chittagong, and then to march upon Dacca; and 
further reinforcements were to be supplied by the Presidencies in 
India. Unfortunately hostilities ■were commenced before the whole 
of the forces reached Bengal, The Native troops were defeated, hut 
tbe Subahdar seized the Factory at Patna ; and the English retired 
to Chutaiiuttee, or Calcutta., until some arrangement could be made, 
and a firmaun be obtained from the Mogul. Subsequently^ ■the 
attempt was made to seize Chittagong, but failed. These hostilities, 

The records of each Governor spread O'ver several voluraes of Constiltaiion 
Books, but a new Book is always opened with the advent of a new Governor. 
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combined with the fact that the Mogul was personally engaged in 
the conquest of Golconda, rendered the position of the Agency at 
Fort St. George, one of extreme peril; of which abundant illustra- 
tions may be found in the records* 

The first incident worthy of notice in the administration of Mr. 
Yale, is an attempt made by the Portuguese to re-settle at St Thome, 
contrary to the interest of the Agency- "We subjoin the original 
entry. 

Tuesday, July, 1687.“~The Eight Honorable Company 
having in their former General Letter to ns of the 14th January, 
1685, positively ordered the renting of St. Thome town from the 
Divan, but being satisfied it would raise many scruples and difficulties 
in them, or at least enhance the rent, if we appeared in it, or treated 
about it ourselves, or in the Eight Honorable Company’s name : — It 
was therefore then thought most prudent and convenient, that 
Chinna Vencatadry undertook the business in his own name, as 
formerly he and Yerona had done, which would make less discourse 
and noise ; and accordingly the President and Council gave him an 
order under their hands for the same, which, as he tells us, he has 
ever since been treating about, but that the late and present wars 
and troubles in the country had thus long obstructed and delayed 
the conclusion. Meantime, some of our Portuguese inhabitants, 
since our demanding taxes and advance of customs, have privately 
negociated this matter by one of their Padres at Golconda,, who 
procured them a firmaun for their re-settlement and trade in the 
country ; and since that, and the news of the Mogul’s success against 
Golconda, with the probability of his coming or sending thither, and 
our danger thereby, — they have privately, basely, and ungratefully 
sneaked away to St. Thome, and there been treating with the Seer 
Lascar, etc. to take a Lease of St. ThomI Government, and there to 
fortify and hoist their Flag, which they thought themselves so 
secure of that they had advanced their standard. When the 
President, sending away to the Brahmin Governor of these parts 
about it, and so mind him of his promise thereof to Chinna 
Yencatadry, with a promise of a gratuity, their grandeur was 
immediately stopped, and their Flag Staffi lowered and we hear 
since greatly discouraged, which we hope will continue to their 
return hither with shame and sorrow for their vain expense. 

** It is therefore agreed and ordered that Chinna Yencatadry do so 
prosecute the business as to disappoint them, though we pay 
something more for it than they offer, which we doubt not in time 
to recover from them. Besides it is of such absolute necessity to 
rent that town, as well for preventing the diminishing onr trade and 
customs, as also our force ; five parts of our soldiers being Portu- 
guese topasses,^ who if they should settle at St. Thome would 
certainly run thither from us in our necessity/’ 
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“ Thursday, Uh August . — Chinna Vencatadry being returned 
from Conjeveram, brought the Brahmin Governor's final resolution 
about the renting of St. Thome, which was, that he would let it to 
Chinna Vencatadry for three years, that is the Town, Customs, and 
adjacent Towns and Paddy grounds belonging thereto, at the rate of 
Pagodas 4,000 per annum, to be paid at three payments, each four 
months, one-third part of the rent as customary in this country ; 
also to pay one thousand pagodas upon receipt of the cowle from 
the Seer Lascar, as a peiscush to the Brahmin Governor for his 
kindness therein. ISTothing was to be abated thereof and if we did 
not presently comply therewith, that he would conclude with and 
let it to the Portuguese. In consideration whereof, and the many 
prejudices it may do this city, under those ill circumstances we are 
at present; and being informed by Chinna Vencatadry that the 
Town Customs, etc., were let last year at Pagodas 4,100, and that 
the crop and revenues this year rather promised profit than loss ; — 
it is agreed and ordered that Chinna Vencatadry do rent the same 
according to the aforesaid terms, in his own name for the Right 
Honorable Company’s account, and not to exceed anything if the 
G-overnor should play his usual tricks ; as he has already done with 
the Portuguese, who already have given him Pagodas 500 ; and that 
no peiscush be given him, till the Seer Lascar’s cowle be delivered 
tons.” 

Prom a subsequent entry, dated 23rd August, 1688, we learn that 
the Portuguese still held out, but that Mr. Yale had obtained a cowle 
on agreeing to pay 3,800 Pagodas yearly. Notwithstanding,” we 
are told, the many difiiculties we have had about the renting of 
St. Thome, the President has by private correspondence procured a 
cowle for renting the Town and Customs of St. Thom^ and the 
adjacent countries as far as St. Thomas’s Mount ; notwithstanding 
the Portuguese huffs and noise of the Mogul’s firniaun for their 
free enjoyment of the town, which has cost them by their envoy 
priest at least 7,000 Pagodas to the Mogul’s officers ; and it is 
now reported their mighty firmaun proves only a compliment 
referring them to former customs in the King of Golconda’s time, 
and to agree with the Government of St. Thome as well as they can.” 
The cowle however was obtained in the name of Chinna Vencatadry, 
both in consequence of the hostilities with the Mogul and his 
aversion for the English, and especially ** that we might not 
too much exasperate the Portuguese in their loss and disappointment 
of a place they retain a most superstitious veneration for, which 
possibly might provoke them to mutiny or rebellion, or at least some 
divSturbance or mischief ; they being at present two-thirds of our 
soldiers, and at least six for one to the English inhabitants.” 

The next extract refers to the old practice amongst, the members 
of the Agency, of all dining together in the dining-room of the Port. 
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It would appear that the previous President Mr. GjfiEord preferred 
living at the Government Garden House, which had been erected 
outside the old Fort, and not far from the site of Monro’s statue. 
The Directors however complained of the expense of keeping two 
tables ; but we give the original entry. 

Friday, July, 1687.— The Eight Honorable Company in 
their General Letter, having complained of their great charge in 
keeping two tables, which was chiefly occasioned by President 
GyEord’s indisposition, the Fort being always nnhealthful to him, 
necessitated his living at the Gai*den, which he found to agree witih 
him much better. And though the Council do suppose and believe 
that the Eight Honorable the Company do still retain a good esteem 
and respect for him and his services, yet in obedience to their 
Honour’s orders we cannot presume to continue that charge ; and 
President Gyfford desiring to excuse his coming to the Fort, and to 
continue at the Garden during his short stay in India, — it is thought 
fit and ordered to be allowed him Pagodas 25 per month for his diet 
while here, with a suitable number of peons and other servants.” 

This year 1687, was distinguished by an extraordinary monsoon, 
which is thus described. 

Sunday, 9th October, 1687. — The monsoon breaking up sooner 
this year than is expected or usual, there happened great damage to 
the ships and vessels in these roads. It began on Tuesday, the 4tb 
instant, when there ran a great sea and surf all day, and in the 
afternoon a flurry of wind and rain. On Wednesday, the same great 
sea and suifl' continued, with a flurry of wind and rain in the 
forenoon. On Thursday, the wind blew ships were driven from their 
anchors, and some were forced on shore. (Particulars of ships 
omitted.) On Friday, a very great storm of wind and rain all day. 
Saturday, the wind blowing very hard last night forced the Loyal 
Adventure” and “ Borneo Merchant” from their anchors ; the former 
being found this morning broke to pieces at St. Thomas’s Point, tiie 
latter a little to the sotithward. Daring the flerceiiess of this storm, 
the winds continued between east and north-east, which brought the 
sea very near the bulwark and wall ; but this morning the wind and 
sea abating, we hope the danger is past. 

Ordered that a strict watch and guard be continued to be kept 
at the sea-side to prevent embezzling anything, that may be driven 
ashore ; also that ten peons be sent along the coast to Pulicat and 
ten to Covelong, axid inquire all the way for goods driven ashore ; 
and if And any to secure them for the Right Honorable Company, 
and give us present advice thereof, lest the Country Governments 
seize them as forfeitures.” 

The following extract, referring to the number of peons assigned 
each official, will explain itself : 
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ordered as followeth.. io *“® . to the Warehouse-keeper 

Jeous ; to the Judge 5 “f^Vcustoie? 3 perns and 2 talliars ; 

I peons; to the Chief Justice and be constantly at 

S^SposJ ^rsome^xtraordinary occasion requires them to 

other service. -tn^rt of Golcoiida was taken by 

?Lta Povt St. Gtage. „ 

appears from the following eiitiies . ^ Uffpr from 

Potty Kban. Commissioned by f “ j^ort as formerly, who 

of the oonntry.and Governor of Ohm Golconda Castle, and 

advises ns that the coLiderable Ports and Towns lu 

the king prisoner ; ?«•! *^^,^VtdThe Mo^nl’s colours and govern- 
this country have already admired * |> nearest neighbours 

ment,the Towns of Pahcat ai d &t.^^^^ 

having generally performed at the news 

ceremony and solemnity that was f the same from us ; 
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desired it may be at ''gt at his coming, when after a 

Council were sent for and w ’^o o-ei-nment. he declared the ooca- 
long discourse of the Court an j.yg^ about a lakh of Eiipees 

sion of his coming was, that he bad left it at Poona- 

and 6,000 Pagodas for the was foraging those parts, 

malee ; but in ’’fgf ^ p^T^^^^/.^^S’onr alsistanoe, supply him witn 
and robbing and plunderm-, to guard it as far as Kistaa 

300 horse, 500 soldiers and 600 peons to ^^^^ptable 
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to the King to serve him consequence of undertaking 

ing the unreasonableness and da g , . of that nature, returned 

snob a charge, or *.Ja°ready to serve the Mogul, 

him for answer, that we should be always reauy 
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but txiat be well knew Sevajee’s forces, and that be bad lately taken 
three Forts and a hundred Towns very near us, and done many other 
mischiefs in the country, and that this place was also threatened by 
him, and that he was within twenty-four hours of us ; therefore we 
could not spare our forces from our guard. Besides that, three or 
four hundred horse would signify little to Sevajee’s three or four 
thousand in the field, though we feared not ten times so many here; 
but there it would run the King’s money and our people into great 
danger. Thereupon desired him (the Mogul’s life guard) to consider 
well of it. "Whereupon he desired permission to bring it into Town ; 
but hearing of our war in Bengal he requested that the President 
would give him his word and hand that he and his treasure should 
be safe, and have liberty to carry it away when he thought conve- 
nient. Which being agreed to by all, he was told by the President 
that the Town was free to all persons, and that no prejudice should 
be done to him by the English, but that they should fare as we did, 
and that he might choose what place he pleased to reside in ; desiring 
him to send no more people than necessary, and those to be sober 
and civil. Whereupon he was dismissed with rosewater and betel, 
and seemed pleased with the discourse and the entertainment.” 

Friday f IZth Janxmnj , — Betters last night advise that Sevajee^s 
forces had plundered Oonjeveram, killed about 500 men, destroying 
the Town, and put the inhabitants to flight, dispersing themselves 
about the country, and many of them run hither ; and about twelve 
this day came a letter from Chingleput advising the Governor that 
they had certain news from the Slab rat ta camp, that they had drawn 
out* a party of about 2,000 horse and 5,000 foot under the command of 
a General, to assault this place, giving them encouragement that the 
plunder should be their own. Upon which advice the Governor and 
Council ordered that the Portuguese and Geutoos should be sum- 
moned to their arms ; one man from each family that had two therein, 
and two from each family that had six hard with rain most part of 
the day, and many therein, from 15 to 60 years of age. Copy of 
said summons is as followeth. 

By the Governor and Council, these are to give notice and 
summons all persons whatever, inhabitants of or dwellers in this city 
of Madras, to send one man in arras from each house or family that 
have two men therein, betwixt the ages of fifteen and sixty years, and 
all families that have six men to send out two with arms. The Portu- 
guese to meet ■ before their Church, and the Gentoos at the Town 
Choultrj^ by four of the clock to-morrow evening, being the 14th 
instant ; where they shall be commanded and disposed to such 
guards aud watches, as shall be judged most necessary. The default 
of any person herein to be punished or fined at the pleasure of the 
Governor and OounciL Dated in Fort St. George, the thirteenth 
day of January, one thousand six hundred eighty and eight. 
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our city*” 4.u^ dan the Agency was 
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the Island opposite to the Fort, on Wednesday next being Easter 
Week ; and that the chief of the Moors and Gentoo inhabitants be 
invited to dine with the Governor and Conncil there, and that a 
handsome preparation be made for it accordingly, this being the first 
general appearance and will make a great report in the conntry.” 

Sunday, 6th May, 1688. — Letters from Lfr. Chardin at Golconda 
to the Governor, of April last, give the following account. That the 
Mogul would free his sou Shah Allum from his long confinement, 
but the Prince generously refused it except he would also enlarge 
Abul Hassan, the king of Golconda, because he (the Prince) was 
instrumentally the ruin of the king; having formerly engaged his 
word that neither the Mogul nor he, should ever come with power to 
trouble him ; and that he would rather choose to lose his life, than 
break his faith and word with the king of Golconda, which was 
confirmed by his faith. That Sevajee’s troops, joined with Siddee 
Masson’s, are within six leagues of Golconda, burning and destroying 
all before them, they expect them there in a little time. That 
Nabob Eowalioo Khan had sent his jewels and treasure into the 
castle, and he and his family are on the following thereof. That 
there are no soldiers in the Fort (of Golconda), nor provisions fit to 
withstand an enemy, that if the enemy comes, he may with great 
facility take the Fork That the Dutch and French are much in the 
Mahratta’s favour, and all roads are full of robbers. That the King 
of Persia marcheth in person with a great army after Sultan Akbar, 
to give him help, in case the 60,000 horsemen he hath already sent be 
not sufficient ; and sworn upon his beard that he will set him upon 
the Indostan throne.”* 

This year the Union Jack was ordered to be hoisted at Fort St. 
George ; and the following is the official account of the ceremony. 

** Tuesday, 12th June, 1688, — According to appointment for the 
solemnity of hoisting His Majesty’s Flag in this Garrison, the 
Governor made this evening a handsome collation upon the Fort 
House Terrace, where he was accompanied with the Council, and 
chief of the Eight Honorable Company’s servants, and most of the 
eminent freemen and inhabitants of the city of all nations and castes ; 
the Garrison three Companies being in arms, also the Trained Band 
consisting of near 100 Englishmen, commanded by Captain Eobert 
Freeman and Lieutenant John Afiloeck ; when after an orderly march 
round the Fort, the Garrison soldiers drew round within the Fort 
and the Trained Bands without ; when upon hoisting the Union 


* This extract would prove useful to the general historian, ElpMnstone 
merely records that Akhar, the revolted son of Aurungzehe, had taken refuge 
first in. the Court of Samhajee the Mahratta, and afterwards in Persia, and that 
he died at the latter place in 1706. 
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Flag upon tbe Standard on tbe English bastion, the Governor began 
a glass of Toby to our gracious King's health and Royal Family's, 
and His happy long reign ; which was duly performed by all there, 
and honoured with three vollies of small shot, and as many cheerful 
huzzas from all the soldiers ; and by thirty-one pieces of ordnance, 
which was answered by all the ships in the Roads ; also one and 
twenty pieces of ordnance with hearty wishes of success and 
prosperity to our Right Honorable Masters the Right Honorable 
East India Company, and nineteen pieces to their Honorable 
Governor Sir Josiah Child; and the more to honour this occasion 
there was several persons freed and generous contributions to the 
poor ; and the soldiers as merry as Punch could make them, till night 
silenced all in repose.'' 

The following account of an exchange of visits between members 
of the Dutch Government at Pulicat, and members of the Council of 
Fort St. George, will be found very interesting, 

Monday f JQtli July^ 1688. — Being advised from Pulicat of the 
arrival of the Heer Yan Readen, Commissary-General for the Dutch 
East India Company, with an unlimited power for the settlement of 
their affairs in these parts, and being also in place equal to tbe 
General of Batavia; and it being customary upon all alteration of 
Governors either here or at Pulicat, to send two of Council to 
welcome and congratulate them to the place, to preserve a fair and 
friendly correspondence with them ; but this person being^ in an 
extraordinary employ and authority, it is thought requisite and 
accordingly ordered that three of our Council be sent with a letter 
from the Governor to compliment him at Pulicat, viz., Mr. Hathaniel 
Higginson, Mr. Robert Freeman, and Mr, Thomas WavelL” 

According to this decision the three gentlemen started for Pulicat 
on the following Monday evening, and returned to Fort St. George 
on Wednesday morning ; and tbe next day being Council day, they 
gave the following account of their journey to Pulicat and entertain- 
raent there. 

That on Tuesday the 24tb instant, about seven of the clock in 
the morning, arriving at a Garden near Pulicat, they sent the 
Commissary-General word that they were coming to wait on him ; 
on which he desired their longer stay there, that he might semi 
some of his people to conduct them to town. About ten of the clock 
came six of the Council, also many attendants with them, to meet 
them there ^ and after a welcome salute were conducted to tbe Fort 
Gate, where they were received by the Yice-Oommissary ; and thence 
through a guard of soldiers passed to the stairs foot, where they 
were received by the Governor Pitt, and so conveyed^ up to the 
Commissary, who kindly received them, and, after the delivery the 
President’s Letter, welcomed them with twenty-one guns. Some 
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time after 'went to dinner and were handsomely treated, and, as it 
was always customary, began the King of England’s health with 
twenty-one guns, and then the Parliament's, the Right Honorable 
Company’s, and the Presidents. About nine they parted with the 
same salute of guns as they had when they came in. During the 
whole time they were courteously treated and entertained, the 
Commissary-General often expressing his kind resentment of our 
visit and respects, promising suddenly to return it, assuring them 
of his readiness to serve the Honorable Company’s interest in all 
places he had an opportunity for it. 

The very next day the visit was returned, and the Dutch visitors 
were duly entertained at Fort St. George. But we extract the 
account from the Consultation book. 

Thursday^ '2Sth July . — This morning about seven o’clock, the 
Herr Commander Johannes Baeherus, successor to tile Commissary- 
General, sent the President word by the Chief Diibash, that he was 
come to the Garden to acknowledge and repay hi.s late visit and 
civility to the Commissary- General, Upon which the President 
appointed Mr. John Biggs, Mr. John Littleton, Mr. R. Freeman, and, 
Mr. Thomas Wavell with a handsome retinue to meet and bring 
ihem into the City and Fort ; where Mr. Higginson met them at the 
Gate, and so led them np-stairs to the President then at the stair 
head. After the delivery of the Dutch Oommissary-GeneraTs letter, 
and his message (being return of thanks for the late visit at Pulicat), 
they were kindly welcomed with twenty-one guns. After some time 
and discourse of the Commissary his proceedings, and other public 
affairs, went up to a handsome dinner in the Consultation Room, 
where the usual healths, to equal their entertainment, were began to 
the Prince of Orange with twenty-one guns, the States-General, 
Dutch East India Company, and the Commissary’s. After dinner 
about three o’clock the President, the more to oblige and divert 
them, carried them by boat to the BCmmrable Company’s new Garden, 
where they were also handsomely entertained. After supper about 
ten o’clock the President delivered him his Letter of th.anks to the 
Commissary-General, and acknowledging the honour and kindness 
be was pleased to do him, with thanks also to their several troubles 
of the journey, excusing the slenderness of their entertainment; 
which they acknowledged to be very generous and kind, appearing 
greatly satisfied thereat, requesting leave to return to the place from 
whence they came. They parted with kind salutes, accompanied to 
the Garden by Mr. Littleton, Mr. Wavell, and Mr. Robert 
Freeman.” 

The following entries illustrative of the Slave trade formerly 
carried on in this Presidency, will tell their own story. We have 
deemed it advisable to place them together, as they possess an 
interest by themselves. 
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^‘Monday, 1st Aiiyust, 1637. — The ti'ade in slaves grovriiig great 
from this Port, by reason of the great plenty of poor, by the sore 
famine, and their cheapness, — it is ordered for the future that each 
slave sent off this shore pay one pagoda custom to the Bight 
Honorable Company, and that the Justices do receive no more for 
the usual fee for registering and passport, than two fanams a head 
till the Council shall think fit to alter it as formerly.'' 

In the same month we find the following entry concerning the 
black slave of an English Captain who had died in the Madras 
Koads : — Captain Bichard Warner having by liis last will and 
testament given his bia<,dc slave Francis Carwar aged about 14 years, 
his freedom, the present Commander is ordered to discharge him the 
ship, and permit him to stay ashore/' 

Thursday, 29th Seyiemher, 1687. — We do now order that Mr. 
Fraser (who being Land Customer has the best opportunity for it), 
do buy forty young sonnd slaves for the Right Honorable Company, 
and dispose them to the several Mussulaes, two or three in each, in 
charge of the Chief man of the Boat, to t»e fed and taught by them, 
and to encourage their care thereiii, it is ordered a short red broad- 
cloth coat be given to each Chief man ; and that the Right 
Honorable Company's mark be embroidered with silk on their backs, 
with the number of their rank and the boat, which are also to be so 
numbered, whereby we shall have them at better command, our 
business go more currently on, and easier thereby discover their 
thieveries/' 

“ Thursday, 2nd FehrvMry, 1688. — In consideration of the several 
inconveniences that have happened by the exportation of children 
stolen from, their parents, to prevent which for the future, — it is 
ordered that no slaves shall he shipped o:F or transported, except 
such who are first examined by the Justices of the Choultry, and 
their several names registered in a book for that purpose; for which 
the Justices are to receive two, fanams for each slave. And 
whosoever shall o-ffend against this same rule, and shall be convicted 
of stealing people, are to pay for the first fault five pagodas, and for 
the next to lose iheir ears in the pillory. And this order shall be 
fixed upon the several gates and in the Choultry/' 

Monday, lUli May, 1688. — The custom by the exportation of 
slaves here, being now of little advantage to the Right Honorable 
Company by their scarcity, and it, having brought upon us great 
complaints and troubles from the country government, for the loss 
of their children and servants spirited and stolen from them, which 
being likely to increase, by the new government of the Mogul's who 
are very averse, and prohibit all such trade in his dominions, and has 
lately expressed his displeasure therein against the Dutch for their 
exporting of slaves from Metchlepatam. To prevent which prejudio© 
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and mischiefs for the future, and we having received a latie letter 
from the Seer Lascar about it,^ — it is agreed and ordered that, after 
the 20th instant, no person inhabitant of this place, either Christian 
or other, do directly or indirectly buy or transport slaves from this 
place or any adjacent Port (whereby the Government may be any 
ways troubled or prejudiced) upon the penalty of fifty pagodas for 
each slave bought and transported againat this our order. But in 
consideration that several persons in town have^ formerij bought 
slaves which still remain by them, by reason of their sickriess or want 
of opportunity to transport them : — -It is agreed that they be per- 
mitted to ship off such slaves, provided they give a list of them to 
the Justices of the Choultry, and produce them publicly there, to be 
duly examined and registered. And the better to prevent any 
demands upon them hereafter, the Justices are ordered to proclaim 
the same by beat of drum ; that no person may pretend ignorance 
thereof, and that all may come and make their demands for children 
and slaves stolen, and upon due proof, they be delivered to them free 
of charge.’* 


^ , ■' 

OXaC^PXER. IX. 

GOYERKOESHIP OF MR. ELIHU YALE. 

(Contdiiued.) 

1687 — 1692 . 

The great domestic event in the Governorship of Mr. Elihii Yale, 
was the institution of a Mayor and Corporation. The political 
significance of the municipality has hitherto been but dimly appre- 
hended. Mill, the most philosophic of all the historians of India, 
passes it over as a matter of slight importance ; whilst his commen- 
tator H. H. Wilson offers no remark upon it whatever. The origi- 
nator of the scheme was Mr. Josiah Child, the great Governor of 
the Board of Directors. The genius of this man is stamped upon 
the records of the time. Hex*e and there we alight upon passages 
from his pen, so pregnant with political wisdom, that we frequently 
regret that our task is confined to unfolding the domestic annals of 
the Madras Presidency, rather than to reviewing the whole history 
of British India. In confirmation of our judgment, and before 
describing the origin of the Madras Corporation, we will extract the 
following remarks from a General Ijetter, dated 28th September, 
1687, which have reference to the appointment of Mr. Hathaniel 
Higginson to he second in Council, and which are as applicable now 
as they were nearly two centuries ago. 
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tionary idea. But we shall leave Mr. Child to explain his plan in his 
own words ; so Ghat our readers may be able to admire the clear- 
headed practical way in which the wise old merchant of Leadenliail 
Street explained his views to the Agency at Fort St. George. The 
directions are given at length in the same General Letter already 
quoted of the 28th of September, 16S7. 

We observe in the book containing the Dutch methods sent ns by 
Mr. Yale, not ranch more than some of us understood before of their 
a^airs ; but as there appears in this, great wisdom and policy, so 
since that time they have much bettered their constitutions, and 
refined their politics, and created many kinds of incomes, to increase 
their revenues, which they thought not of when those papers were 
first digested some thirty years since. However, we recommend to 
you the frequent reading and consideration of what is contained in 
those papers, which the oftener you read, the more you will discover 
the wisdom, of those persons which contrived those methods. 

“ Their having all Lieutenants in their Garrisons to command 
their Gompanies, and a Major without a Company to command under 
their Governor, we may initiate in due time, but think it not proper 
at present, until your civil power be as well established and obeyed 
at Fort St, George as theirs is at Batavia. 

^ But if you could contrive a form of a Corporation to be estab- 
lished, of the Natives mixed with some English freemen, for aught 
we know some public use might be made thereof ; and we might 
give the members some privileges and pre-eminencies by Charter 
under our seal, that might please them* (as all men are naturally 
with a little power) ; and we might make a public advantage of them, 
without abating essentially any part of our dominion when we please 
to exert it. And it is not unlikely that the heads of the several 
castes, being made Aldermen and some others Burgesses, with power 
to choose out of themselves yearly their Mayor, and to tax all the 
inhabitants for a Town Hall, or any public buildings for themselves 
to make use of, — your people would more willingly and liberally 
disburse five shilling towards the public good, being taxed by them- 
selves, than sixpence imposed by bur despotical power (notwith- 
standing they shall submit to when we see cause), were Government 
to manage such a society, as to make them proud of their honour 
and preferment, and yet only ministerial, and subservient to the ends 
of the Government, which under us is yourselves. 

“We direct nothing positively in this, but refer it to your consi- 
deration, and, if you think it may redound to the public good, and 
that you_ may the better adapt it to the good of the place, and 
establishing of our absolute power over ifc, and unto some similitude 
to the forms of such like Corporations in England where there is 
always a Governor, a superior power, and a Garrison, we have 
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thought fit to send you a copy of the late Charter granted by His 
Majesty to the Borough of Portsmouth, where Sir John Biggs 
(Judge of the new Court of Admiralty at Madras) was Becorder, 
and understands well not only that constitution, but the practical 
way of proceeding it. 

We know this can be no absolute platform for you. You may 
make great alterations according to the nature of the place and the 
people, and the difference of laws, customs, and almost everythino^ 
else, between England and India; but this will serve as a foundation 
from wdience to begin your considerations and debates concerning 
this affair ; whicli will require great wisdom and much thinking and 
foresiglit, to create such a Corporation in Madras, as will be benefi- 
cial to the Company and place, without the least diminution of the 
sovereign power His Majesty has entrusted ns with, and which we 
are resolved to exercise there during His Majesty's royal pleasure 
and confidence in us. 

Hpon the whole matter, if you think any such constitution 
beneficial, and shall send us a Charter filled up with the names of 
the first and modern Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses, — the proper 
habits and ornaments we shall enjoin them to'Vear in the Court 
House and upon all other solemn occasions, —and what maces, or 
ensigns of authority, we shall admit to be carried before them by 
their proper officers or serjeants, — we shall consider of it, and 
probably return it to yon, engrossed under our larger seal, with 
none or very little alteration, 

conceive their Court Books must always be kept in the 
English tongue; and the Town clerk must always be an English 
man, that can speak Portuguese and Gentoo ; and their Becorder 
must be the same. The habit of the Aldermen in that hot country 
we think ought to be thin scarlet silk gowns; their number twelve,^ 
besides the ]\Iayor ; that they may be allowed to have Kettvsols over 
theni. The^Biirgesses to wear black silk gowns ; their number to be 
limited to 60, 80, or 100, as 3 '^^^ ‘shall find most convenient. The 
serjeants attending them, to bear silver Maces gilt, not exceeding 
one yard m length. All officers to be elected by the Mayor and 
Aldermen, with the approbation of our President, and to be paid by 
the Corporation such reasonable salaries as the Mayor and Aldermen 
shall think fit ; and to have such fees established by the Mayor and 
Aldermen as shall be settled and appointed by them with approbation 
of our President and Council. And, to give the Mayor and some 
of the Aldermen power to be always Justices of the Peace, as in the 
Portsmouth Charter, and to have power to try all causes that shall 
be brought before them, — to erect a proper prison for the use of the 
Corporation, and to award judgment and execution in all causes that 
shall be exhibited before them. The judgment to go always accord- 
ing to the sense of the Mayor and major part of the Aldermen 
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present. But if any party thinks himself injured in a cause 
exceeding the value of twenty shillings by the sentence of the said 
Mayor and Aldermen, — the party offended may appeal for a rehearing 
to our Judge and Judicature of the Admiralty ; who shall determine 
any caiise brought before them by appeal, within two Court days 
next at^r the appeal brought ; and their determination shall be 
hiial In all civil causes, any party grieved by the sentence of the 
said Mayor and Aldermen, or any Mayor or Justice of the said 
Corporation, may appeal to our President and Council for redress 
who shall determine thereof the very next Council day ensuin<^, to 
the end that Justice be not delajmd. ® 

“We think it may be convenient that in the said Court of 
Aldermen, being twelve beside the Mayor, there should never be 
above three English freemen, and three Portuguese; the other 
seven to be Moors and Gentoos. But if you find any inconvenience 
or inconsistency, m the particulars we have propounded, you mav 

CoTpSatTon you send ns for such I 

“All fines levied in the said Cor 
of the Company, and the other 
and in regard Sir John Bij 
the raising c " 

Admiralty, we shall need to 
hear from 


'poration shall be half to the use 
half to the use of the Corporation ; 
^4; instructed as to 

ot some petty duties for the Company’s new Court of 
w. ohoii to say no more of that now, but expect to 

regulated that matter for the 
benefit of the Company, and use of the inhabitants. 

be as aforesaid advisable to 
be instituted, it would be most convenient that all debates in the 

®“Slish (if it were possi^e) ; but if 
tS S Mme.^ contrive methods to bring it to 

ErJshmen'fnff Aldermen should seize any 

^ ^ Englishman is to be carried before the 

todS or censur™d%v anv"f aot to be 

Mayor and two Aldermen shall be a quorum for the trial of 

.££a=“‘*- “ 
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The Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses, and all their officers, 
before they enter npon their respective trusts shall take an oath to 
be true and faithful to His Majesty, to the Company, and to the 
Company's General of India lor the time being. 

The Court of Aldermen may, by virtue ol the powers granted by 
our intended Charter, assess and levy a rate upon the inhabitants 
for the building of one or more free school or schools for teaching 
the English tongue to Gentoos, or Moors, or other Indian children ; 
and for sahiries to the Schoolmasters, and by degrees for many other 
public good works, their constitution being to be so framed, that 
our President and Council shall always influence their debates and 
resolutions. 

Your three English Aldermen are always to be the Company’s 
servants, and when any of them, for any cause, cease to be the 
Company’s servants, they are to cease to be Aldermen; and our 
President and Oounoil are to nominate and appoint some other of the 
Company’s servants to be Aldermen in the room and stead of such 
English Aldermen so removed from the Company’s service. 

“ If ,any doubt arise concerning the true meaning or exercise 
of the powex's intended by such a Charter, our President and 
Council are to determine all such doubts ; and all persons are to 
conform to their determination until onr own minds be further 
declared therein. 

Besides the copy of the Portsmouth Charter to help your 
invention, we have drawn a similar form of Charter with such 
altei'ation as we apprehend necessary at present, which you may 
alter and add thei’eunto as you see cause, and then return another 
draught to us, with the blanks filled up with the names of all such 
persons as you think fittest to be the first and modern constitution. 

“ In your nomination of the first Aldei'men, and for ever here- 
after, yon musii observe not to make two brothers at the same time 
Aldermen, nor any that ai'e near kindred ; but so mix the heads of 
all castes iu that Court that you may always hold the balance. 
Many other particulars of this and other kinds, you may find wisely 
provided for in the Dutch papers before mentioned, which will be 
worth your studying and frequent perusal. 

Our design in the whole is to set up the Dutch Government 
among the English in the Indies (than which a better cannot be 
invented) for the good of posteinby, and to put us upon an equal 
footing of power with them to offend or defend, or enlarge the 
English dominion and unite the strength of onr natioii under one 
entire and absolute command subject to ua ; as we are and ever shall 
be most dutifully to onr own sovex'eign. But this distinction we will 
make, that we will always observe our own old English terms, viz, 
Attorney-Geixeral instead of Fiscal, Aldermen instead of Scepin, 
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Stirgesscs instead of Burgbers^ Serjeants instead of Bailies, President 
and Agent instead of Commander, Director, or Commissary, etc. 
And this with His Majesty’s approbation we are resolved to pursue 
steadily, and throw everything out of the way that obstructs or 
retards this good and great reformation.” 

Such was the plan proposed by Mr. Josiah Child to the Madras 
Council on the 28th September, 1687 ; and which we believe is now 
publisbed for the first time. It is a curious coincidence that at this 
very moment a similar plan is being laid before the Madras G-overn- 
ment by the Sanitary Reform Committee in this Presidency; a 
circumstance which will not diminish the interest of the above 
record. Mr. Josiah Child however was far more prompt in carrying 
out the scheme, than modern authorities are likely to be. Though 
he had invited the Agency at Madras to oEer any suggestions they 
pleased, yet within three months, the maces and sword were sent out, 
together with orders for the immediate formation of a Corporation, 
and within a year the Corporation itself was in working order. 
On the 12th December, 1687, tbe Agency was informed that Mr. 
Child, as Governor of the Company, and Mr. Bathurst, as Deputy 
Governor, had been admitted to an audience with His Majesty James 
II and the Cabinet Council ; and that the audience had resulted in a 
determination to send out a Charter under the Company’s Seal. In 
September, 168S, the Corporation was fairly established, as will be 
seen by the following extracts : 

Thursday, l^th September, 1688. — According to yesterday’s 
summons, the President and Council met at the Port Hall, to advise 
about the establishing of the Corporation of this city, where were 
■present all, — tbe Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, and Burgesses in 
town ; when it was agreed to meet in their Gowns and Ornaments 
at the Town Hall on the 29bh instant. The Aldermen in scarlet 
serge gowns, and the Burgesses in white China silk, to consult about 
the choosing whom they shall think fit to make up the number of 
Aldermen appointed by lihe Charter. 

Saturday, ^9tli September, 1688. — According to this day’s appoint- 
ment, the President, Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen, Burgesses and 
chief of the inhabitants met at the Port Hall; before whom the 
Right Honorable Company’s Charter was publicly read by the 
Secretary. After which the President administered oaths to the 
Mayor and Recorder for their due performance of their places ; and 
then the Mayor and Recorder did the like to tbe Aldermen and 
Burgesses, in their several manner and forms. A while after went 
to dinner, and about three in tbe evening the whole Corporation 
marched in their several Robes, with the Maces before the Mayor, 
to the Town Hall.” 

Monday, 29th October, 1688. — Mr. Hathaniel Higginson, Mayor, 
having the care and charge of the General Books of Accompts and 


Ill 


■ 1687 - 92 .] msmuTow Mimm 

the Mint upon biiii, ’which will take up so mueh of his time that he 
cannot a.ttend tlie Coiu't so often as may be I'equisite, — it is therefore 
agreed and ordered that the Mayor^s Court be held once a fortnight, 
and that any two of the three English Aldermen Justices, or what 
other Aldermen are willing to go to the Choultry as formerly twice 
a week, to hear, punish, and determine all small offences and 
complaints to the amount of two pagodas fine or award, all greater 
to be deferred to the Mayor’s Court to be examined and decided 
there,” 

Before leaving this subject we may mention that in consequence 
of the troubles arising from the -war with the Mogul, and the 
presence of Aurungssebe in the Bekkan, no direct Municipal assess- 
ment was made for some time afterwards, and that consequently, 
the Mayor and Aldermen delivered in the following petition, dated 
6th August, 1689. 

To the Honorable Elihu Yale, President and Governor of Port 
St. Geoi'ge, and Council. 

Whereas the Eight Honorable . English East India Company 
having been pleased by their Charter under their larger seal, 
bearing date the 30th day of December, 1687, in the third year of 
our Sovereign Lord James the Second, King of Great Britain, etc., 
to make this their city a Corporation, by constituting and erecting 
a Court, consisting of Mayor, Aldermen, etc., not only for the ease 
of the Honorable President, etc., as also for hearing and redeeming 
all complaints and grievances of the inhabitants according to equity, 
good conscience, as well as the Laws of the English nation ; and 
because the Corporation have not as yet any stock, or found able to 
defray the necessary charges and expences of such officers and 
servants as must unavoidably be employed for the public good of 
the place ; and seeing the circumstances of the times are so that we 
cannot impose yet any taxes upon the inhabitants, either to support 
the Corporation by building a Town Hall, Schools, Sewers, etc., for 
ornament and heathfulness of the place, — 

“ The Mayor and Aldermen, etc* do humbly request the Honorable 
President and Council would please to grant and assign over to the 
Corporation, the petty dues of Banksall Toll, measuring of grain, 
weighing of goods, as is usual in all Corporations in England.” 

This request was granted at the Consultation held on the Monday 
following. 

We now turn to the general history of the Presidency* In 
August, 1688, an Assurance Office was established in Madras, 
according to the plan laid down in the following notice : 

“ These are to give notice to all persons, that the Eight Honorable 
Company have ordered and established an Assurance Office for the 
greater encouragement and security of trade, where all persons may 
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be rightly informed therein, both as to assuring and being assured, 
according to the several voyages and premiums the parties shall 
treat and agree upon ; where also they may have authentic Policies 
drawn and registered, the fees whereof being only one quarter 
per cent, to the Right Honorable Company, and nine fanarns to the 
register for each Policy ; and those who have occasion may repair to 
Hr. Thomas Gray at his office in the Custom House ; no other Policies 
being held legal but which are registered by him. Dated at Port St. 
George in the City of Madras this 28th day of August, Anno, 1688.’^ 

The following extracts will speak for themselves. 

Monday , l2th 2^ove7)iherf 1688. — Some rogues to the northward 
having falsified and counterfeited onr Pagodas Coin, making Pagodas 
of the same stamp but not three-quarters the value of ours, which 
has raised great doubts and scandals upon our coin, to the depreciat- 
ing it two or three per cent, below Pulicat Pagodas, even in our city 
by the Merchants and Shroffs to the great prejudice and discredit 
of our Pagodas, and loss of our Mint custom i— it is therefore agreed 
and ordered that Proclamation be made in several parts of the town 
and city, prohibiting all persons whatever from advancing anything 
upon the Pulicat Pagoda by exchange ; and whosoever shall oJ^end 
herein, to pay twenty pagodas for the first fault, and double for the 
second, and a twelvemonth’s improvement for the third. 

Also that all persons be forbidden to send Gold from hence to be 
coined at Pulicat Mint, upon forfeiture thereof upon due proofs ; and 
that the Justices of the Peace do appoint the publishing and affixing 
these orders in English, Portuguese, and Gentoo at several public 
places of the City,” 

“ Monday, Uh February, 1689. — The miserable bad times and trade 
occasions great complaints about the collecting and paying the 
ground Quit-rents, and Mr. Thomas Wav ell, the appointed Collector, 
and his Assistants, having hem\ stricter and larger therein than was 
required by the Right Honorable Company oi‘ is, — he is therefore 
ordered to keep to those rules, and to receive no more than 9 fanarns 
for a great house, and fanarns 6 and 3 for small houses in the Gentoo 
town, except such as belong to the Christians, which is according to 
the Company’s express orders.” 

Mr. Wavell, who was present at this Consultation, protested against 
the rebuke as follows : — “ There was never any rate or rule given me 
to collect the Quit-rents by the Governor and" Council, while making 
their Consultations. As to my strict collection of the aforesaid Quit- 
rents, I am sure if guilty of anything it was of too much lenity to 
the inhabitants.” 

The following entries refer chiefly to the war with the Mogul, 
which had been commenced at the instigation of Mr. Child, and was 
persisted in by him with his accustomed ardour and obstinacy. 
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Notwithstanding the failure at Chittagong* the following remarks 
appear in a General Letter, dated 27th August, 1688. 

The subjects of the Mogul cannot bear a "war with the English 
for twelve months together, without starving and dying by thousands* 
for want of work to purchase rice ; not singly for want of our trade, 
but because by our war, we obstruct their trade wdth all the Eastern 
nations, whicli is ten times as much as ours* and all European nations 
put together. Therefore w’-e conclude Eort St. George is now much 
more worth and secure to ns* than ever it was in the mean King of 
Golconda’s time ; for he had little at sea for us to revenge oux-selves 
upon ; but now if new iti juries should be offered us, we have a fat 
enemy to deal with* from whom something is to be got to bear our 
charges. Therefore we conclude that the Mogul's Governors will 
never give ns fresh provocations, nor deny you St. Thome, or any- 
thing else you shall reasonably and fairly request of him. 

“No great good was ever attained in this world without throes 
and convulsions, and therefore we must not grudge at what is past.” 

The state of Madras during this period may be inferred from the 
following extracts. It will he seen that the expedition against 
Bengal had so far failed, that all the Company’s servants there had 
been compelled to take refuge at Fort St. George. 

“ Thursday, 7tJh March, 1689.— Agent Charnock, his Council, and 
the sevex^al Factors and Writers to the number of twenty-eight 
persons, being arrived from Bengal, who, having from their disturb- 
ances and sudden surprising departure thence, laden the Eight 
Honorable Company’s concerns and remains in great confusion upon 
the several ships, of which we have received neither Invoices nor 
Bills of Lading it is therefore ordered that each Commander shall 
give a list of what they have on board.” 

Thursday, IMh March . — There being two Companies of soldiers 
in the Garrison a?id four more now brought by the Bengal shipping, 
with many supeimumerary officers at very great charge to lessen, 
the Governor proposed that the Portuguese and Topasses formerly 
in the Garrison, who refused serving the Honorable Company 
anywhere but at this place, that they be disbanded ; but that the 
Portuguese and Topasses that returned from the Bay should be 
continued in service for tbeir encouragement, having by their 
character of their Commanders discharged their duties readily and 
well” 

** Monday, IBth March , — Letters from Basherad Khan, the Mogul s 
Dewan, wherein he descants upon the smallness of our rent and 
present, in consideration of the great profits and revenues we made 
of the place, which now was under the Mogul’s dominion, and there- 
fore not to be as in the King of Golconda’s time. His chief design 
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herein being to get a great present from iig, which being well 
considered of, it is I'esolved not to concede to, since it can do ns 
little kindness and may encourage their exactions. 

The Dewaii’s messenger, a great Moorman that was sent with 
the letter and to discourse more particularly in this occasion, was 
sent for and civilly treated ; who, after many stories and magnifying 
his raaster^s interest and power in the Mogiira Court and this 
country; the President told him that we were and should be very 
desirous to continue the Dewaii’s friendship, which we hope he would 
not deny us, in consideration of the many great advantages onr 
settlements and trade brought to the country ; and that he was 
misinfoi*med of our profits by it, the revenues not defraying half 
the charge we were at in maintaining it and the poor ; however it 
was our own, given ns by the grann of several Kings, and solely 
raised and built by the Eight Honorable Ooinpany^s charge from a 
barren sand ; which we should defend against all opposers of our 
right ; and so dismissed the Moor with calmer thoughts and expect- 
ations than he brought.” 

Monday f IBth Aprilil6S9 * — The Court Martial upon the 12th 
instant, having tried the nine Englishmen sent ns by the Dutch 
Commissary from Pulicat, and finding them all guilty of piracy, 
though nob all equally culpable ; therefore it was concluded by 
majority of votes to condemn two to death, and sis to he branded in 
the forehead with a ** P. which sis was to have been branded to-day, 
but the Marshall being sick, it is ordered to defer the execution 
till to-morrow ; and that two of them be branded at the execution 
post under the Port point, and that the guards be drawn up to be 
spectators of the sad examples. The other four, to make their 
punishment more exemplary and to terrify others, — it is ordered that 
two be branded aboard the “Williamson” and the other two aboard 
the “ Kesolution and the said offenders do proceed on their ships 
to the West Coast.” 

Friday i September, 1689. — Last night the President receiving 

a letter from Pulicab, advising that the Mogul has ordered the 
besieging this place and destroying all the English in his dominions, 
and to seize their concerns, with many other severities against ns ; 
assuring us they received late letters from Golconda of the certainty 
thereof, as also the continued differences at Bombay which had 
exasperated the Mogul to this cruel order ; bub that we may not be 
surprised, the Paymaster Store-keepers (in their several employs) are 
ordered to fib and repair the defences of the town, and walls of the 
Garrison, and make provision of powder, shot, etc., sufficient against 
a siege.” 

“ This evening was informed with the sad news of Haja Eajah^s 
death {i, e. Sambajee, king of the Mahrattas) ; but no account who is 
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like fco succeed;^ In an entry of the 4tbL Deoeinber, we dnd tliafc 
Eama Baja had succeeded. 

** A£o7idayi 7ih Odoher, 1689. — The ** PearF^ frigafce azTiving yester- 
day from Vizagapatam, and by her came Bengal peons, who brought 
us several letters and a fir maun from the new Nabob of Bengal, 
Ibrahim Khan to the President, dated 2nd July, very kindly inviting 
us to return and re-settlement, with assurance of a just and fair usage 
to the Eight Honorable Company's servants and trade, and upon tb© 
former privileges, and to assist us in the recovery of our debts owing 
to us in tliose parts; niricli blaming the late Nabob's injustice and 
cruelty to our people ; which notwithstanding it is most acceptable 
news to ns, as we doubt not it will also be to the Bight Honorable 
Company ; but our re-setfclemezit being a matter of great weight and 
importance, it is ordered and agreed that the Agent, etc., of the 
Bengal Council be summoned to a Council with us. 

“ Thursday^ lOtli October, — Agent Charnock and Council being 
this day joined with us in Council, the Nabob's letters and firmann 
from Bengal to the President were perused and long debated on, and 
being concluded to be a happy good opportunity to return and settle 
in Bengal, that Government being under that famously just and 
good Nabob Ibrahim Khan, who has so kindly invited us to it, and 
faithfully engaged our peace and safety, of his honour the Agent has 
had long experience at Patna; . . but the war continuing still ais 
Bombay ..... it is agreed that the General of Surat be advised as 
soon as passible thereof, and copies of the drmaun and letters sent 
him, with our opinion thereof, desiring his advice and orders therein, 
and that a small vessel be fitted for that purpose, the overland 
passage being very uncertain and dangerous.'' 

The danger of the Agency at this time may be gathered from the 
following account of the seizure of the English Paotory at Vizaga- 
patam, by the order of the Mogul. 

Thursday, l^th October, 1689. — Letter from Maddapollum confirm- 
ing the sad disaster at Yizagapatam, giving us a relation thereof as 
follows. That on the 13th ultimo, the Seer Lascar by the MoguFs 
orders had sent his Basbwar to our Factory in order to seize and 
bring away the English and all their concerns. The said Bashwar 
with his forces coming nigh the town in the night, where he had 
pitched his tent, etc. ; and about nine did surround the Factory with 
his men, and acquainted the English with the Seer Lascar's orders. 
To which was replied, they could not go up without their Master's 
orders. Then as the first Bashwar was taking the Chief by hand to 
pluck him out of the house, Mr. Hail fires his blunderbuss and 
kills three of their men ; upon which they murdered Mr. Stables, 
Mr, Hall, and Mr. Croke, taking the rest prisoners, and seizing upon 
all the Bight Honorable Company’s concerns. No further news of 
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Mr. Dubois and Mr. Fleetwood, who were gone np the country for 
provision of paddy for the Bight Honorable Company's account.” 

We shall conclude the present chapter, with the following account 
of a plan for relieving the poor, which was proposed in a General 
Letter, dated 11th September, 1688. 

“Upon perusal of your Consultation books, we find in several 
places you pay money out of the Company’s Stock, for relieving of 
some poor English, and other charitable nses, which is more than we 
can justly or dai’e do ourselves; we being not entrusted with the 
Adventurer’s Stock as the Governors of Hospitals, but to trade with 
it, and to fortify and defend our trade by treaties or arms. Yet 
since there will in all Colonies be a necessity sometimes to relieve 
distressed poor, we would have you raise a fund or stock for that 
purpose, which you may intrust in the hands of two or three of our 
Council, and two or three of the best, most charitable, and ablest of 
your inhabitants, whom you may commission by themselves or their 
proper officer, to ask and receive upon all pay days, and every Lord’s 
day, or once a month at the Church, what shall be freely contributed 
towards the relief of the poor ; and you may entitle those so com- 
missioned by the name or style of “ Fathers of the poor,” as the 
Dutch call them “ Fathers” or “ Masters of the West houses.” 

In another part of the same letter we are told that the Dutch were 
confessedly, by the whole world, the most considerate, prudent, and 
foreseeing of any people in Europe in affairs of this kind, and that 
the poor’s stock in the city of Batavia had already become of the 
value of thirty thousand pounds. 


— 

X. 

GOYlElSrOBSHIP OP MR. ELIHU TALE. 

( Continued,) 

1687—1692. 

The annals of the years 1689 and 1690, which are included in the 
present chapter, are marked by two important incidents, namely, the 
rise of the Armenian Community, and the breaking out of the war 
with France. Before however noticing these interesting events, it 
will be as well to draw attention to the following extracts which are 
valuable as exhibiting the relative position of the English, French, 
and Dutch in Southern India, as well as their attitude towards 
Aurungzebe the Mogul, and Bama Bajah, the new king of the 
Mahrattas. It may here b® remarked that the French had purchased 
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the village of Pondicherry, together with a small adjacent tract, as 
early as 1672, froxn the king of the now extinct kingdom of Bijapore. 
Consequently the French Settlement was dependent on the Mahratfcas, 
whilst the English were partly dependent on both the Mahrattas 
and the Mogul. 

Monday f 4th Beeemher, 1689. — Having received certain advice 
from the Chief and Council at Conimere (?) that Eama Bajah, king 
of the Mahrattas, is come overland from his kingdom and* army at 
Poona to the goveimment and castle at Ginjee, and that the French 
and Dutch have already sent persons with* considerable presents to 
congratulate him into the country, each reported to be to the amount 
of nearly 1,400 Pagodas ; and it being also expected that we should 
likewise pay onr respects to him in the same nature, as well for the 
favourable assistance done the Eight Honorable Company^ at Bombay, 
as also for the protection of our Garrison and trade in his country ; 
and though he may expect to foe visited by one of our Coitncil, yet 
lest that should give suspicion to the Mogul government and army 
in these parts and exasperate them against us ; which they seem 
now inclined to from the late news and troubles at Bombay : — we 
therefore conclude it more safe and expedient that the Chief of 
Conimere, with a suitable retinue, do go and visit Eama Eajah at 
Ginjee, with a present from thence, wherein not much to exceed the 
amount of Pagodas 600. Since the French circumstances and ours 
in those parfs are different, where they having their chief residence 
and Settlement in that Goveimment, and lately built a considerable 
Fort at Pondicherry. The particulars of our present to be one of the 
Eight Honorable Company's Persian horses, with handsome furni- 
ture ; three or four pieces of broadcloth, fine and ordinary 5 fire 
arms; with some other varieties that may be most pleasing and 
acceptable to him. 

Tnesdciij, lOth Becemher, 1689. — ^Tbis day came news from Ooni- 
mere that the Mahi*afctas had besieged the French at Pondicherry, 
demanding great sum of money from them, notwithstanding they 
had lately received a considerable present from them ; and that the 
Conimere Government and the Dewan’s peons have likewise been 
very pressing with onr merchants there for 1,000 or 500 Pagodas a 
man loan from them. 

" Thursday, IWi Oeioher . — Ordered that the out town (i, e. Black 
Town) and bridge river be trenched and fortified with turf and clay 
work as well and soon as possible ; it being reported that a consider- 
able force from the Mogul is coming against nsJ* 

This measure appears to have excited considerable discussion in 
the Consultation room, and four out of the seven men recorded their 
protest against it, in their own hand writing. Mr. Thomas Wayeli 
wrote, — I except the trenching and fortifying the out town with 
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bulwarks, it being in my opinion rather a battery against the Fort, 
than any defence to it/’ Mr. William Fraser wrote, — I approve of 
the walling in of the Black Town with a substantial brick wall, as 
well for strength as for securing the Honorable Company’s Customs ; 
but not with mud or turf which will soon moulder away ; and that 
the Honorable Company be not at sis-pence charge thereon.” Mr. 
William Cowley wrote, — “ I except the fortifying and entrenching 
the Black Town, being of opinion that mud walls and bulwarks will 
neither answer the charge or end proposed.” Mr. Thomas Gray 
simply wrote, I consent to fortify upon the Governor’s promise to 
reimburse the Company if they disapprove of it.” 

“ Wednesday, IStli Beeemher, 1689. — There being a black fellow and 
slave named Francisco alias Chow, condemned to death in the 
Mayor’s Court for theft, who appealing to the President and Council, 
and there appearing no evidence against him at trial, more than his 
own confession nnder punishment before his trial, at which time he 
pleaded not guilty ; notwithstanding which, the Jury brought him 
in guilty only upon his former confession ; which being a hard case, 
and this offence too common amongst our slaves, and usually 
punished with a corporal punishment and banishment : — it is there- 
fore agreed and ordered that the said Chow be pardoned the sentence 
of death ; and that he be stigmatized on the shoulder with the 
Honorable Company’s mark with a hot iron, and banished to the 
West Coast (of Sumatra) the Bight Honorable Company’s slave, 
where he may do them service and be more exemplary than by bis 
death.” 

We now arrive at one of the great events in the domestic history 
of Madras, namely, the first appearance of the Armenians. The 
Armenians, as onr readers are aware, originally inhabited the great 
mountainous region on the upper courses of the Euphrates, Tigris, 
and Araxes, and at an early period were converted to the Christian 
faith. Subsequently they fell under the rule of the Persian kings, 
and suffered severe persecution from the followers of Zoroaster. At 
length they were scattered by the advancing tide of Mussulman 
conquest; and, like the Jews, they spread over Asia and became 
the great merchants and brokers in the eastern world. Some made 
their way to India, and the Directors of the Company sent out explicit 
directions that they should be encouraged to reside within the English 
settlements, and invested with certain privileges and rights, which 
were guaranteed by a special contract made between some repre- 
sentatives of the Armenians who visited London, and the Directors 
of the East India Company. This contract is briefiy noticed by Mr. 
Mill, who however acknowledged that he was ignorant of its terms. 
His commentator Mr. Wilson, however, boldly insinuates that there 
5s no reason for supposing that there was any contract at all. This 
is only another instance of the mistakes into which the historians of 
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India haye nofe iinfi^eqnentlj!' Mien# from neglecting to go throiigli 
the necessary drudgery of perusing the voluminous records. It has 
been our good fortune to find a copy of the contract, the existence 
of which was doubted if not denied by so distinguished a scholar as 
Mr. Wilson. It is dated 22hd June, 1688, and though our space 
will not permit us to give it entire, we append the most important 
clauses. 

The preamble declares that after long conferences between Sir 
Josiah Child on bc3half of the Company, and Coja Panous, Calendar, 
an Ai'menian Mei’chant of Ispahan, and Sir John Chardin, Knight, 
both on behalf of the Armenian nation, the East India Company 
had agreed, 

Isl — That the Aimienian nation shall now, and at all times here- 
after, have equal share and benefit of all indulgences this Company 
have or shall a.t any time hereafter grant to any of their own Adven- 
turers or other Biiglish merchants whatsoever. 

** 2nd. — Tha,t they shall have free liberty at all times hereafter to 
pass and repass to and from India on any Company’s ships, on as 
advantageous terms as any freemen whatsoever. 

«« 3yd. — ^Tliat they shall have liberty to live in any of the Company’s 
cities, garrisons, or towns in India, and to buy, sell, and purchase 
land or houses, and be capable of all civil offices and preferments in 
the same manner as if they were Englishmen born ; and shall always 
have the free and undisturbed liberty of the exercise of their own 
religion. And we hereby declare, that we will not continue any 
Governor in our service that shall in any kind disturb or discounte- 
nance them in the full enioyment of all the privileges hereby granted 
to them ; neither shall they pay any other or greater duty in India 
than the Company’s Factors, or any other Englishman born do or 
ought to do. 

— That they may voyage from any of the Company’s garrisons 
to any other ports or places in India, the South Seas, China, or the 
Manillas in any of the Company’s ships, or any permissive free ships 
allowed by the Company ; and may have liberty to trade to China, 
the Manillas, or any other ports or places within the limits of the 
Company’s Charter, upon equal terms, duties, and freights with any 
free Englishmen whatever.” 

Again on the 10th August, same year, we find that all liberty 
previously granted to private persons to send India goods home 
during the war against the Mogul, was annulled and made void, 
except the iibertj^ granted to the Armenians. 

There can be no doubt but that Goja Panous, Calendar, was thus 
entitled to the lasting gratitude of the whole Armenian community, 
though truth compels us to say that he took advantage of his position 
to obtain a nice little monopoly for himself. That Coja Panous 
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thei’eby exhibited great presence of mind, and did infinite credit to 
his Armenian descent, will be acknowledged by all ; but we think 
that some credit is also due to the wide awake Londonei', Sir J osiah 
Child. It seems that Coja Panous had agreed that his countrymen 
should pay a considerable number of duties even on goods belonging 
to the oveidand ti’ade ; and in return he obtained from Sir J osiah 
Child the following little favour which speaks for itself. 

“ Whereas Coja Panous, Calendar, etc. bath taken great pains 
in making an agreement with the said Company for a great trade 
to be carried on in English shipping by himself and others of the 
Armenian nation, the said Governor and Company in consideration 
thereof do by these presents (at the request of the said Coja Panous) 
freely grant unto him and his family tbe sole trade of Garnets, etc. 
And the said Company do hereby declare, that they will neither 
trade in the said commodity themselves, nor suffer any other persons, 
English or strangers, for the future to trade or traffic in that 
commodity. Given under the Company’s seal, etc.” 

We cannot however avoid noticing one other engagement on the 
part of the Directors, which is somewhat remarkable, considering 
the general intolerance of 'the time. The following extract will ^ 
explain itself. 

We (the Company) by these presents, declare, grant and agree 
that when over forty or more of the Armenian nation shall becomt 
inhabitants in any of the garrisons, cities, or towns belonging to th< 
Company in the East Indies, the said Armenians shall not only have 
and enjoy the free use and exercise of their religion, but thei'e shah 
be also allotted to them a parcel of ground to erect a Church thereon 
for the worship and service of God in their own way. And that w< 
will also at our own charge cause a convenient Ohurch to be buih 
of timber, which afterwards tbe said Armenians may alter and builc 
of stone or other solid mateiuals to their own good liking. And the 
said Governor and Company will also allow £60 per annum during 
the space of seven years for the maintenance of siicb priest or minister 
as they shall choose to officiate therein.” 

Copies of these contracts were sent to Fort St. George in a General 
Letter, dated 27th August, 1688. We append an extract from the 
Letter, which shews that Sir Josiah Child had formed a good opinion 
of Coja Panous. 

“ Copies of our contracts with the Armenians we send you enclosed, 
and desire and strictly enjoin you to perform every part and article 
thereof, that they may have no cause to complain of the least 
discountenance or discouragement from you in any respect .... 
They are an innocent harmless people, that will not be apt to contend 
or plead law with us, and are certainly sober, frugal, and very wise in 
all the commodities and places of India.” 
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We shall probably have many occasions to reten to the Armenians 
in another chapter ; but we make the following extract from the 
Gonsiilfcations, as it appears to be the earliest notice of them preserved 
in the Madras x’ecords. 

Thursday, 6tlh March, 1690. — Senor Gregorio Paron, and other 
Armenians* m a Petition to the Council* representing the privileges 
they agreed upon in England with the Eight Honorable Oonipany, 
wherein they are to be equal with all other English as to the liberties 
and customs of the place ; they likewise requested to be free from 
ail petty duties to the Pedda Naik, Town Gonicopolies, etc., as the 
English are ; they paying nothing mox^e than the appointed custom 
of five per cent., with tho accustomary fees ; and though this grant 
will be a great discormagement and lessening to the Pedda ]S^aik^sl 
duty, whereby he will fie disenabled to maintain the usual guards 
and watches be is obliged to, but it being the Honorable Company's 
orders and agreement, the Customers are ordered for the future to 
exempt them from their petty duties.” 

The following extract illustrates the mode of electing Aldermen in 
the olden time : 

^‘Wednesday, 26th March, 1690. — There being several of the 
Aldermen/s places vacant in the Corporation, it is agreed that Senor 
Alvaro de Fonseca be elected in the i^oom of Senor Domingo de Porto 
deceased, and in the room of the Portuguese that have refused 
standing, they make choice of the ablest Armenians they can get in 
the city, and Timmapa in the place of Chinna Yencatadry deceased.” 

About this time the news reached India of the great events which 
had transpired in Gi*eat Britain. The revolution of 1688 had been 
accomplished. James II bad abdicated” bis throne, and William 
and Mary had become the sovereigns of England. The event was 
duly noted to the Agency at Fort St. Geoi’ge, in a General Letter, 
dkted 15bh February, 1689, as follows : 

You will hear of the great change that it has pleased God by 
his wonderful providence to make in the government of this nation ; 
and before the ship departs we may have occasion to write you more 
thereof, when the Lords and Commons have finished the intended 
settlement of the Prince and Princess of Orange, whom the Lords 
have voted to be King, and Queen of the Eealm.” 

Another General Letter, dated a fortnight later, contains the 
followiug advice : 

We send you herewith 20 Proclamations of our new King and 
Queen, to whom we wish all happiness, and hereby require to make 
solemn Proclamation of them according to the usual form in such 
extraordinary cases, and cause the like to be done at our chief 
Factory in Bengal, and at our Forts upon the West Coast with all 
due solemnity.” 
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England now became an ally of the Bnfcch, and was at once 
involved in a war with Erance, But the following extracts tell their 
own story. 

Monday, July, 1690.— -Eeceiving late advices from the Agent 

and Council at Surat of the 10th ultimo, enclosing their Majesties 
{William and Mary) Declaration of War against France, also a 
warrant for our hostility in these parts, both which are ordered to 
be solemnly proclaimed to-morrow morning at the Fort Gate, 
Choultry, and Sea Gate, accompanied by Captain Thomas Gray and 
’Mr. William Hassell, and attended with a company of soldiers, the 
Secretary and Town Clerk, etc., formalities as usual in such cases. 
It is likewise ordered that their authentic copy be sent to Bengal.” 

Thursday, 1st August, 1690. — The Heer Lawrence Pitt, Governor 
of Pulicat, having some days since passed this port with three ships 
bound with Pulicat stores and ammunition for Hegapatam, but being 
the way surprised with the news of a French fleet arrived on 
Ceylon, who had taken a fly boat of theirs, and was supposed to be 
bound for this coast ; which occasioned the Dutch Governor's return 
and sending a letter to the President of Fort St. George to desire 
our permission for his fleet anchoring in this road under our 
protection, and to join with our ships against the enemy, and to 
consult with the President what shall be most expedient in this 
aflair ; whose letter was accordingly answered and liberty granted. 
He came to an anchor, paying all accustomai-y civilities to the place, 
and it is agreed that upon his coming ashore, he be entertained 
according to his quality and business, and that we unite our forces as 
well as for the defence of our ships as the garrison. There being a 
report that the French fleet sent out consists of seventeen men-of- 
war, which is a very considerable force for us to dispute with all, it 
is therefore ordered that the Paymaster do entertain as many Euro- 
pean soldiers and gumiers assistants as he can, as also Mustesees and 
Topasses, till this alarming danger be past ; and Gunner Ivory being 
lately deceased, Captain Putsham is appointed and ordered to succeed 
in that employ as Gunner of the Fort, being well qualified therein,*' 

The remaining portion of the Consultation book for the year 1 690, 
is chiefly occupied by the uuinteresting details connected with the 
purchase of Tegnapatam from Eama Eaja, and an obsolete contro- 
versy between Mr. Yale and the members of his Council. The 
approach of the French fleet however, and the engagements which 
took place with the French, are matters which will be read with 
interest. The Dutch fleet, under Heer Lawrence Pitt, anchored in 
the Madras roads on the 1st of August ; the subsequent entries tell 
their own story. 

“ Monday, Mh August — The Heer Lawrence Pitt, being designed 
to come ashore this day, Mr. Thomas Wavell and Mr. John Cheney 
were ordered to attend upon him aboard, and conduct him ashore. 
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“ This Qvmm^ the Dutch Governor landed and was kindly 
received by the ih'esident at the Sea Custom House Gate, and thence 
conducted to the Fort, welcoming him with 21 great guns, witdi 
all other due respects and civilities suitable to bis quality and the 
great alliance of the nations, 

Tuesday, bth This morning received news of the French 

fleets arrival at Pondicherry, consisting of eight sail of ships, two of 
which is reported to have been taken from the Dutch, with consider- 
able treasure aboard of them, betwixt Ceylon and Negapatam, being 
bound thither from Batavia. Also reporting to have met and 
destroyed a Europe ship of ours at the Island of Johanna, but what 
she was, or the certainty thereof, is not yet known, 

Wednesday, A ngust — An entertainment made for Governor 

Pitt and the rest of the Dutch people, 

Thursday, 7th August — This evening Governor Pitt returned on 
board to order and put his fleet in a posture of defence against the 
French. 

Friday, 8th Augtist . — Some French fugitives lately running away 
from them fleet at Pondicherry, give us the following relation of the 
unhappy loss of Ship “ Herbert” at Johanna (in the Mozambique 
Channel), That in February last, the French fleet, consisting of six 
men-o£-war, set sail from France, and on their way at J obanna most 
unhappily under Dutch colours, surprised the “Herbert;” but soon 
discovered their disguise by surrounding and fighting her; she 
making a brave resistance against ail six for three hours ; when 
upon approaching darkness she endeavoured to quit herself from 
them and put off to sea, but being overpowered, she was fatally 
cleared from her cruel enemies by the blowing up of the ship, 
supposed rather by choice than accident. And they also report her 
to be a very rich ship, and that near 300 souls perished in her destruc- 
tion; the inhuman French giving no quarter to the poor creatures 
that were blown up through the flames into the sea, but basely 
murdered them as they were crawling half frosted up their ships for 
life, merely declaring that they would nowhere give quarter to the 
English. The French report the Captain and many of her men 
escaped in a boat to Johanna. God grant it proves true, if so they 
will soon get conveyance for Bombay, where we think they were 
bound. From Johanna the French fleet steered for Pondicherry, 
and in their way at Ceylon took two Dutch ships with money and 
goods to the value of 50,000 Pagodas. From thence they sailed to 
the coast, cruising from Tranquebar to Pondicherry tbe 3rd instant; 
they arrived there with eight sail of ships, where they were victual- 
ling and fitting them, putting their treasure and sick and wounded 
men ashore, making great preparations as they report for giam, 
Tenasserim, or Bengal. 
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Saturday, 9ih August— The French being still at Pondicherry, 
making great preparations for some design or voyage, which they 
sometimes report to be for Tenasserim, other times for Bengal ; but 
lest their intention should be for this place, the Paymaster and 
Storekeeper are ordered, with the Officers and Gunners, to get all 
things in readiness 'for the defence of the place; the Governor also 
giving them a role, when the Conncil, etc. are ordered to, the charge 
and command of the several Gates, Bulwarks, and Points in the 
Garrison, and quartering our soldiers and gunners ; ordering each 
person to visit his post to-morrow morning, to repair or supply the 
wants and defects of each place ; and there being now little charge 
or business at Conimere, it is ordered that all but 12 soldiers and 
gunners do, with their Captain James Lesly and officers, hasten 
hither with all expedition to strengthen our garrison and ships which 
are in great want of them. 

Wednesday, lUh August — The French fleet being still at Pondi- 
cherry, making great preparation for some hostile design, and there 
being great reason to suspect their assaulting the Dutch and our 
ships ill this road ; — it was therefore proposed to hire and man some 
of the ablest country vessels in the road to join with the Dutch fleet ; 
and that the Governor and the Heer Pitt consult thereon, and draw 
up rules and orders for the fleet in case of an engagement, that we 
may not be surprised into a confusion. 

Tuesday^ Ihih August — The French fleet of seven sail appearing 
about eight this morning, the garrison was alarmed, the gates shut, 
and orders given for all persons to repair to their several posts, the 
gunners to get the guns in readiness, and all possible preparations 
made to oflend the enemy and defend the place. Captain Heath 
ordered aboard his ship with sixty soldiers, besides officers, and 
reformadoes ; and notice and assistance given to all the other ships 
to prepare for an engagement if they assaulted us. Advice also to 
the Dutch Governor and fleet that one of the French fleet was a fire- 
ship, therefore to prepare against her ; who courageously returned 
the President answer, that he was in readiness and feared them not. 
God grant ns success. 

** A relation of this Day’s action and engagement of war, betwixt 
the enemy the French fleet and ours in this road, 

‘‘ This (Tuesday) being St. Lewis’s day, the French fleet appeared 
in sight about eight in the morning, consisting of seven sail, — six 
men-of-war and a fireship, — all making as near the shore as the land 
wind would permit them. At eleven came to an anchor in St. Tbomd 
road, calling there a council of war; the Portuguese welcoming 
them with several guns and their flags abroad, a respect not usually 
paid amongst them to any other European nation. About one of 
the clock they came so near that we sent a shot from the Fort to 
forbid their approach, which they took so little notice of that they 
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immediately fired on tlie headmost Dutch ship, nil thoirs and ours 
ranging as near the shore as possible. Soon after, their whole deet 
being come within shot of ours, they let fy with that sharpness and 
fury as is nsnal to a Ifreneh onset ; which was considerably returned 
by ours, as also played what guns from the Port we could bring to 
bear upon them, whicli, though at great distance and random, did 
some execution and prevented their coming nearer, or within our 
fleet. In this boat they entered their fireship upon the Dutch 
Admiral, fixing their books and grapplings upon her leeward bow, 
and so blew up immediately into a flame; but was, by the courage 
and dexterity of the Butch, as soon cut off from them, driving by 
the rest of the fleet, a gi'eat escape ami mercy, which, if it had taken 
place, would undoubtedly have destroyed all the ships in the road ; 
the French fleet being all ready to prosecute the confusion of the 
rest, and were much baulked "at their disappointment. However 
they plied their guns with great quickness and little execution, and 
after three hours' hot dispute, they grew weary of the visit; 
returning with greater speed than they came, not allowing them- 
sevles time to weigh their anchor, but fairly cut and nimbly marched 
like Frenchmen, bringing their fleet to an anchor about five leagues 
to the southward, where they rode civilly till about ten the next 
day. The same evening the Governor gave strict charge and 
command to all the captains and officers round the garrison, to get 
themselves prepared and a good watch kept, guns loaded and 

mounted, test the enemy should assault us. The same was recom- 
mended to all our fleet in the road ; to which was answered that 
they were in a better posture of defence, and fitter for an engagement 
than they were before. 

Wednesday^ IBth August — This morning about ten of the clock, 
the French fleet weighed, sailing gently to the northward, and in 
their way at Trivatore valiantly took an old deserted country vessel 
belonging to some Pulicat inhabitants. But whither they are bound 
God knows, but it is concluded to Bengal. 

“ The Dutch and our loss in this fight were but eleven men killed 
and about ten wounded, and but little prejudice to our ships. Un« 
doubtediy the French have suffered much more, and their sudden 
weighing is an argument of it. Besides it is reported that their 
Admiral was killed, and several others of note, with many seamen, 
in all said to be 187 men, with considerable damage to their shipping 
and rigging. We also hear that there were several men sent ashore 
and buried in St. Thomd church, when the town late at night fired 
several guns, supposed to be in respect to the deceased. 

Monday, 2StJi August . — The Heer Lawrence Pitt being designed 
this afternoon with his retinue on board, in order to their proceeding 
to the Fort at Negapatam,— the President made an entertainment 
for him and the rest of the Dutch people, showing him all the respect 
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and cxyilities imaginable due to his quality and employ ; and about 
four in the evening he embarked, carrying off with him the large 
treasure of 100,000 Pagodas which was secured for them in the 
Fort.’’ ■ 

The French do not at this time appear to have made a second 
appearance in the Madras roads. 
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"XI. 

GOTEBNOBSHIP OP ME. ELIHU YALB. 

(Oonckided.) 

1687— 1692. 

The concluding years of the Governorship ot Mr. Elihu Yale, 
which will be included in the present chapter, are chiefly occupied 
by the proceedings connected wiuh a serious rupture between the 
President and his Council, but they were nevertheless distinguished 
by some incidents which will be found of considerable interest. A 
remarkable missionary effort in behalf of the Indo-Portuguese was 
made by the Directors about this period ; and some important plans 
were sent out from home for the improvement of the town. Before 
however touching upon these matters, it will be as well to notice the 
quarrel in the Council. It appears to have arisen in consequence of 
some irregularities said to have been committed by a Mr. Thomas 
Yale, brother of the President, during a trading voyage to the 
Chinese seas- The matter in dispute is however of little consequence 
in the present day. The great point of interest is the manner in 
which the quarrel was carried on; and the correspondence that 
passed is so strikingly illustrative of the period, that we cannot 
forbear extracting some of the most racy passages. 

The fl-rst important letter that was entered in the Iteoords is the 
following. The paper alluded to in the opening paragraph, is a mere 
statement of commercial transactions, made by Thomas Yale and 
supported by the President, of no interest whatever to modern 
readers. The present letter was written by the Council to the 
President. It is dated 10th November, 1690, and plainly shows that 
the writers were suffering from a painful attack of superabundant 
vigour.” 

*•' To the Eonorable Elihu Yale, Esq., Fresident and Governor of 
Fort SL George, 

Honoeable Sir, — ^You delivered us a paper last Council day stuffed 
with evasive arguments and fake affirmations, to blind the Eight 
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Honorable Compati}'’ and cloak jour brother's frauds. It doth not 
require our saying anything to prove your several assertions wholly 
malicious and untrue, they evidently appearing so to all impartial 
unbiassed men, and doubt not our Honorable Masters will rightly 
discern them, notwithstanding your endeavours to cast a mist before 
their understandings/^ etc. 

That confused flashy pamphlet, being a mixture of froth, lies, 
wind, nonsense, and insolent abuses, signed to by Mr. Thomas 
Yale, and delivered ns by Your Honour, we shall take no farther 
notice of, than to tell your Honour that we expected something 
more to the purpose, after that paper so long lying under your 
Honour^s correction and amendment. Your brother’s abundant 
ignorance so pulled up his vain mind with the hopes of being 
esteemed a wit, that he had the simplicity to divulge bis folly to the 
world, by giving a copy of his infamous libel to all he met of his 
acquaintance, by which means half the men in town could repeat his 

senseless story before your honour delivered it to us 

The respect and honour due to jmur place, has kept ns from writing 
in your own abusive strain. We are, Honourable Sir, your most 
humble servants/’ Signed by four members of Council. Dated 
10th Hovember 1690. 

No answer appears to have been received to this letter ; accord- 
ingly on the 6th of January, 1691, the four members wrote again, 
requesting President Yale to summon weekly Councils according to 
the Company's orders, “ It is a long time/’ they said, since you 
were pleased to summon us to Council, and permit our examining 
the Company’s cash, which you have by an assumed, unwarrantable 
and arbitrary power, made use of as suited best to your own profit, 

converting it to your own use and purposes.’’ **We must 

confess that your continual aJfironts, abuses, and ill language is some- 
what unpleasant to us, but we are willing to bear with that, and as 
many more ill names as you are able to contrive, rather than to let 

the Company’s business su:fier We do therefore declare 

our readiness to promote their interest, which we find Your Honour 
still resolved to oppose, we must make it our study to prevent their 
approaching ruin.” 

Three days afterwards President Yale sent a long and powerful 
reply, from which we make the following extracts : 

To THE WOKSHIFFUL CoUJJCin OF FoRT St. GeORGE, 

I have been thus long silent to your scurrilous paper of the 10th 
November, as well to conceal your insolent malice, as to silence 
your turbulencies ; but I see such mildness rather emboldens than 
calms them, as by your new venomous production, whose audacious 
falsities and threats provoke me to a plainer answer than I intended ; 
that the Eight Honorable Company and the world may judge 
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betwixt me and you as to our duties, actions, and services 

You first mind me of the Sight Honorable 

Company’s orders for the calling a Council once a week, which till 
very lately I have duly performed twice a week, as sufficiently by 
the Consultation books, where yon will also find the great neglect 
and contempt of my summons, by the often wilful absence of some 
of yon, who publicly declared their slights and aversion to them, 
and the reason why I have not troubled you are many. First for 
want of business. Secondly that I went to my G-arden house for 
my health and divei’sion, as some of you did to the Mount and else- 
where ; but mine is so near the town, as was no impediment to my 
inspection of the place or the Honorable Company’s affairs ; daily 
giving the nsnal orders for the garrison, and duly corresponding 
with all places which had occasion ; and when any other business 
offered, I proposed it to you in writing as appears by the entries in 
the Consultation book, and our several letters, so that there has been 
no neglect in the Eight Honorable Company’s business I know of ; 
the Secretary also acquainting you by my order that if you had 
anything of moment to ofier, you might signify it to him, and I 
should summon a Council for it, but heard nothing from you thereof. 
This quiet method I proposed as an expedient for the more unani- 
mous carrying on the Bight Honorable Company’s afiairs without 
interruption, and to avoid the usual disturbances our meetings were 
noised with ; where instead of reasoning upon business, I met with 
nothing but obstructions, provoking afironts and cavils ; and what 
we then agreed on was either cancelled next day, or blotted with 
abusive, malicious, or senseless exceptions, which made me both 
weary and ashamed of them .... You next asperse me with making 
use of and employing the Bight Honorable Company’s Cash to my 
own profit, which the Almighty God knows is as false as he is true, 
I having often freely supplied their occasions with many thousands 
pagodas, but I thank God had never any inclination or occasion to 
make use of theirs, ... And the more to prove the idleness of your 
charge, I must tell you, that for near two years past I have had near 
a hundred thousand pagodas of mj friends consignments laying 
dead by me for want of an opportunity to invest it, besides some of 
my own. . . But this is like the rest of your scandalous forgeries, 
which in the end will make you infamous amongst all loyal honest 
good men. . . . And I cannot but wonder at your last strange and 
dangerous expression that you expect a sudden ruin to the place and 
the Honorable Company’s afiairs, since I cannot see or hear any 
reason for or the least fear of it, excepting you design it from your- 
selves ; since otherwise the place was never in a more peaceable 
state than now, as to outward enemies ; I having a fair correspondence 
with all our neighbouring forces and governments, I doubt not the 
Almighty will still continue his blessing upon my care and conduct, 
which in our greatest troubles and dangers preserved the place free 
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from injury, or molestation, during tlie wliole war with the Mogul, 
when nothing but destruction was expected, and too heavily fell 
upon our other settlements ; we were also preserved from threatened 
dangers of the Mahrattas and late assaults of the French ; but 
if there are any inward private enemies, they may be more danger- 
ous, and indeed I know not how to construe your threats ; it too 
much confirms me in some reports I have had of your insinuating 
and making parties with the officers and soldiers of the garrison ; 
but I hope God will divert you from any such horrid crimes as 
rebellion, or the seeking my life and estate, which if you do, believe 
it will cost you dear ; therefore for God, our king’s, our country’s, 
our Honorable Master’s, and your own sake, desist from all such 
wicked attempts which you will certainly fall in ; remembering the 
sad consequences of rebellion everywhex’e, and particnlarly the former 
one here, as also at Bombay and St. Helena. But I hope you have 
better principles and designs, than to let our personal disagreements 
run into a general ruin, avoiding that hellish conclusion of Scelera 
sceleribus fuenda.” 

The members of Council replied on the 16th of the same month. 
It is unnecessary to reproduce the whole of their epistle. It contains 
however one taunt which led to an important disclosure. It will be 
seen that President Yale had referred to his own money, as well as 
to the money he had belonging to friends. The Council noted this, 
and in referring to some of their charges against him, they wrote, — 
*‘itis possible when we have an impartial hearing, your mighty 
condition will be found too mean to compensate.” Mr. Yale’s wrath 
now fairly boiled over. He declared that he would neither receive 
nor answer any more of their abusive papers ; but with reference 
to his insufficient estate, he wrote, — " I think you are a little 
unreasonable, that my twenty years’ diligent service in India and 
trading, above five' hundred thousand pagodas should be too 
poor a crop for you is hard; but I cannot help it, having used 
all honest endeavours to do better, so pray be contented.” This 
enormous sum is equivalent to about £175,000 sterling; but in 
comparison with the ordinary fortunes of the time must have 
approximated to nearly a million. President Yale had undoubtedly 
made this fortune by private trade, a share of which was at this time 
allowed to every servant of the Company, and the profits of which 
were enormous. A salary commencing at £5 a year and never 
exceeding £100, until he became Governor and received £300, 
could only have been a drop in the ocean in comparison with so 
vast a sum. 

This quarrel continued down to the end of the Governorship of 
Mr. Yale. It involved another quarrel between the President and 
the Mayor’s Court, and at last terminated in the arrival of Sir John 
Goldesborough to act as Governor-General of all India, and to settle 
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all di:fferences. These events will be discussed in the order in which 
they occurred. The following extracts will explain themselves. 

^ Fehmary St\ 1681, — ^The Court of Aldermen desire that the 
3udgment of their Court might be absolute and final in all causes 
whatever, some of the members being unwilling otherwise to sit or 
act there; to which the President told them that if any of their 
members were dissatisfied with the constitution of the Charter and 
Corporation, they might ease themselves of the ti'ouble for 5 Pagodas, 
and others more agreeable elected in their room ; but that to give a 
greater power to the Court than the Charter did was to alter the 
Charter.” 

March 27tK — The President sent the following note to the 
Mayor's Court, and ordered to be registered. 

To ihe Worshipful the Mayor 

and Aldermen, 

The Pight Honorable Company, Lords Proprietors of this place, 
expecting by their constituting a Corporation an advantage and 
selves and the place, as also the erecting a Town 
hlall, bchool House, Hospital, Walling the City, etc., none whereof 
are yet done or anything towards it or designed that I know of,— L 
therefore, in the Right Honorable Company’s name and for their 
account, require you to restore their revenues of measuring and 
weighing and duties to them as formerly ; as also what yon have 
received on those accounts, since if they are not benefited, there is 
no reason they should be losers by the Corporation. 

Elihu Yale. 

against this resumption on the ground 
that it was earned out by the President alone, and without the 
concurrence of his Council, 

Some further light is thrown upon the working of the Corporation 
1692 ^ ioiiowing extract from a General Letter, dated 22nd January, 

In our late President’s letters dated the 31st October 1690, we 
observe the intimation he gives ns of their being at present eight 
English Aldermen, in our Corporation. It is a thing we do not well 
approve of, and do recommend it to the care of our now President 
future most of the Aldermen may consist 
ot the Heads of the several foreign castes, namely, one Armenian, 
one or two Hebrews, one or two Portuguese, one or two Gentoos, 
and one Moor it you have a sufficient number of that caste. Though 
we would have you effect by gentleness and persuasion, rather than 
by exacting the utmost of that power which in the Charter is 
reserved to our President and Council, because we hone that 
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Corporation consisting of the Heads of all castes, and representing 
them in a subordinate manner, may induce all the inhabitants to 
contribute cheerfully to some Public Works, such as a Court House, 
Public Schools, Hospitals, and other things for the good of the 
place, and seyeral nations therein inhabiting ; which a wise Council 
may invent of their own accord, and may ^ be of great use in the 
punishing of small criminal offences to our standing supreme 
authority there, our President and Council ; as will also be their 
deteinniniiig of small controversial matters among the inhabitants, 
who will be the better satislied with their judgment, as they have 
one of their own caste to represent them/’ 

The following extract will be interesting to some of our engineers. 

June 2nd . — The Gunner was ordered to try the several guns on 
the several points to see how far they carry, who gave the following 
report. 

“ Our Guns carry into 6 fatliom upon a level, and into 7 fathom at 2 
degrees elevation, and into 8 fathom at 4, and into 9 fathom at 5|', 
and into 10 fathom at 71 with the wole Gulverin and Demiculverin ; 
and 8 with a Sacar=^ and into 11 fathom at 10 degrees and into 12 
fathom at 14 degrees elevation. —Thoma-S Meddows, Gunner. 

The next entry exhibits the woful state of ignorance in which our 
forefathers were as regards free trade. 

August 1$^. — ^The following Proclamation was by beat of drum 
pi'oolaimed at the several gates of the city. Whereas of late several 
unreasonable and exacting people have made and engrossed quantities 
of bricks of the Eight Honorable Company’s clay without our license ; 
notwithstanding which they take the advantage of their present 
occasion, and the necessity of the inhabitants to finish and repair 
their houses before the rains, selling them insufferably dear to the 
ill example and prejudice of the place ; to prevent which the future 
ill consequences thereof ; — We, the Governor and Council, do hereby 
strictly forbid such exactions, ordering that no person whatever shall 
sell bricks within our Government for less than two thousand for one 
pagoda, upon penalty of forfeiting the same ; since at that rate they 
will be sufficient gamers.” 

Some time before this, President Yale succeeded in obtaining a 
firmaun for the Factories under the superintendence of Fort St. 
George, but we need scarcely add that it was opposed by his Council. 
The war had continued raging between Aurungzebe and the 
Mahrattas. Aurungzebe had sent Zulfikar Khan, who had already 
distinguished himself in the war, to attempt the reduction of Gingee ; 


^ The Sacar, or Sacker, was a gun inferior in size to the Oulverin, and about 
the same calibre as a Falcon, carrying a ball of from five to eight pounds. 


132 


mSTOMT OF Mimis, 


[ 1687 - 92 . 


appointing him at the same time to be Sabadar of the whole district. 
Mr. Yale accordingly negociated with Zulfikar Khan, and the result 
may be gathered from the following extract. 

Translation of the cowle or firmann of Kabob Zulfikar Khan 
Babadoor, sent to the Honorable llihu Yale, President and Governor, 
received the 28th December, 1690. 

Whereas in the time of the late shameless and faithless rebellion, 
mie President of the English, El ihu Yale, Governor and Oaptain of 
Ohennapatanam, protected and assisted Mahmoud All and other 
servants of the Mogul, and supplied me with powder with other 
services : in consideration * whereof I made and given this my cowle 
or grant. That the rent of the Fort and Factory of Ohennapatanam 
with aconstomary privileges, the English Factories of Metcble- 
pauam, Maddapollam, Ymagapatam, etc. within the territories of the 
Golconda country, also their settlements and Factories of Devapar,- 
Kovo, Trimlevassil, etc. within the territories 
of Conjee, according to the former custom and the usual practice of 
the English, let it remain undisturbed in Saliabad.'' 

‘A® following y^r a still more favourable arrangement 
fn Mogul’s army had encamped 

m the neighbourhood of Ginjee, and Mr. Frenohfleld and Mr. jkn 
Pitt were sent with a petition to the Vizier. Here the extracts will 
agam explain themselves. 

“ Translation of the Petition presented to the Vizier Assid Khan 

siw Hn w Elite Tale and Oounoil, in behalf of the 

Bight Honorable Company, per Eichard Prenohfield and John Pitt * 

Eershawauk, and Bgmore, three small towns 

Zfr™ k: SOO^Pagodas per annnr^, we 

desire may be given ns as a gratuity to the Company rent free. 

stImpa?Madras.“^^ teve liberty to coin rupees with the king’s 

*'5. That at Yizagapatam the Poligars and thieves, kiliina- our 
people and plundering our houses of a great amount in goods and 
request that this may be considered of, and a small 
fear permitted us, that for the future we may live without 


^ Some munteresting clauses are omitted. 
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f On the receipt of the firmami emhodyiiig^, fcho above dances, a 
present of fifteen thonsand inipeos was to be given to ZuHikar Khain 
On the U)th April, lG9i\ Mr. Frenchlield and Mr. Pitt with iNativa 
i ambassadors arrived from Gingee at Madras, with tlie flrniaiuis wdiicli 
are far too many and lengthy to be recapitulated here, but which 
seem to have bemi in accordance with the petition. Presents were 
exchanged, guns wei'o fired, and Mr. President Yale arrayed himself 
in a habit sent by the Mogul, and rode horse in that guise the more 
to honour and ])!ea,se the Prince and his people that accompanied the 
firmauns Jind nishans, who take particular notice and account of all 
such a(*,tions.^’ Translations of the several documents arc given at 
full length in tlie Consultation books, but vrould prove too tedious to 
. the general reader to permit of our reproducing them here. 

We now have to notice the early Missionary effox’ts of the Court of 
Directors, to 'which allusion lias already been made. PVom a General 
, better, dated l8th February 1691, and evidently from the pen of Sir 
Josiah Child, wa make the following extract. 

We would likewise desh-e oxir President Mr. Yale, whom God 
hath blessed with so great an estate in our service, to set on foot 
another generoixs charitable work before he leaves India, that is, tlfe 
building of a Church for the Protestant black people and Portuguese, 

I and the slaves which serve them, who have now no place to hear the 
word of God preached in a language they understand, and thex’efore 
are necessitated to go to the Popish Churches. Whereas if they bad 
. God's word preached to them in the Portuguese language, according 
to the Protestant Doctrine, and the Prayers of the Church of England, 

' they would as readily frequent the Protestant Church as the 
: Popish Chapels. In order hereunto we shall get our Common 
; Prayers, and other Offices of our Church, translated into the 
; Portuguese tongue, and send you some written copies thereof, after 
' which when your Church is built, and you have corrected the copies 
we send yon to the Portuguese dialect of India, and returned one 
copy to us with the amendments, we will cause it to be printed here, 
and return you divers printed copies thereof ; and not only so but 
" we will send you what benevolence we can collect here for the 
ornament of the Church intended. In the mean time we are now 
iriqiairing after some able Minister that can preach in the Portuguese 
tongue ; and also a Domine as the Dutch call them, which in the 
style of our Church is a Deacon, that can read our Pi\ayers in 
Portuguese.” 

Again, on the 22nd January 1692, the following advice was 
transmitted to Fort St. George, by the Court of Directors. 

. We shall send yon by the following ship two Ministers who 
have applied themselves to the learning of the Portuguese languages, 
i^nd have made considerable progress therein ; we designiixg them to 
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be Ministers for tlie new Portuguese Church which we have desired 
you to cause to be built by the bounty of such as shall be inclined to 
forward so good a work. Both Ministers are sober, able, and learned 
men/’ 

Early in 1692 the Court of Directors determined on sending out 
Sir John Goldsborough as Governor^ General, to act as first member 
of Council at the difierenb Settlements in India. It would seem from 
the following extract, as though orders for the suspension of Mr. 
Yale had already been sent out. The General Letter is dated 22nd 
January, 1692. 

** Mr. Yale, our late President, we would have continue at Madras 
until the arrival of our supervisor, Captain Goldsborough; that all 
differences may be fairly adjusted there by the wisdom and moder- 
ation of Captain Goldsborough ; and that upon Mr. Yale’s return 
hither we may have nothing to say to him but to bid him welcome 
home/V 

The following extracts from a General Letter dated 22nd January, 
1692, from the Directors to the Agency at Port St. George will 
explain themselves. 

We have desired Captain Goldsborough to go in hand immedi- 
ately with the building of a steeple to your Church, with the money 
collected for that purpose, according to dimensions given him ; and 
by our next ship we intend to send you a ring of six tunable Bells 
to fix in our steeple, which the founder tells us cannot be cast at 
this season of the year.” 

We have discoursed Sir John Goldsborough about enlarging our 
Christian town to a Quadrangle, so as ib may be done without 
detriment to the Company, with handsome stone bridges over the 
Eiver ; in which designed new moiety of the city, one Quarter of 
that moiety may be set apart for the Armenian Christians to build a 
new Church (for the worship of God according to their own Eites), 
at their charge, with stone and other durable materials, and also 
convenient dwelling-houses for their merchants, they paying as such 
Ground rents as will fully defray our charges. And that Quarter so 
set apart for their use^iyou may call Julpha,” that being the town 
from whence Shak Abbas the Great brought them, when he conquered 
Armenia, and settled them in a suburb of his new made metropolitan 
city of Ispahan, and called the Quarter he allotted there to the 
Armenians Julpha,” the name of the city from whence he brought 
them, and they are increased there to be the richest people and 
most expert merchants in the miiverse.” 

We being now in full peace, would have but two full Companies 
of soldiers maintained there besides what inferior force you may 
think fit to raise of Cof eriel ; and in those two Companies we would 
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I be at no farther charge of Officers, bitt only of Lieutenants and 
J Ensigfis, Sarj cants and Corporals, Captains being needless ixi times 
of peace. But you may entertain an aid Major, who is to baYe no 
Oompany, biit to superinteiui over all our officers and soldiers, 
under the Oommatid of our Couimivssary-G'eneral when he is present, 
and under our President when our Commissary- General is absent* 
This is the Dutch method in all their Garrisons in India, and it is 
the best that can be invented in peaceable times. Our aid Major, 
Captain Hilton, at Bombay, hath four shillings a day, besides twenty 
shillings a month as aid 'Major; and that we resolve shall be his 
standing pay, and the standing pay of all aid Major’s in India in 
every garrison where there is need of such ofi[ipers. 

I *‘ But we would have you by all means to keep on foot your Troop 
of Tolunteer horse, and to increase the nnnaber of them, under the 
immediate command of our President ; and our Artillery Company 
of all the Company’s English servants nnder the command of Captain 
Thomas Grey. And sometimes for recreation we would have you to 
exercise both horse and foot in the field, that the men may be perfect 
in the use of their arms, and the horses be used to abide the sound 
of Drums, Trumpets, and report of Guns, without starting. Being 
always in such a posture of defence, is a sure way to preserve your 
J peace, and draw esteem and report, honour and obedience from the 
# natives, with little or no charge to the Company,” 

The following extract from the Consultation book, describes the 
final retirement of Mr. Yale from the Governorship, 

Wednesday, 22rd Octoher, 1692. — Ship Berkely Castle” came into 
this road, and at one o’clock the Purser brought ashore the Honorable 
Company’s packet, and a General Letter from Sir Johii Golds- 
borough, advising that a duplicate of Mr. Higginson’s Commission 
was contained therein, who immediately gave notice thereof to 
President Yale advising him to meet at the Port at three o’clock, 
when the packet being opened a duplicate of said Commission was 
I found therein ; and the Honorable Company’s servants and Commis- 
sioned officers being called up was publicly read before them, and 
after the usual ceremonies Governor Yale delivered the keys of the 
garrison and city to President Higginson, and a General Letter was 
returned by the Purser to the Honorable Sir John Goldsborough to 
give him advice thereof,” 

Sir John Goldsborough landed in Madras on the 5th December, 
1692, and was sworn in as first member of Council, 

The close of the Governorship of President Yale, offers a favour- 
able opportunity for reviewing the progress of the Black-town of 
Madraspatanam, and the White-town of Fort St. George. It appears 
from a letter dated 12th December, 1687, that the population of the 
whole of the English Presidency,^ including the city of Madras, the 
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town of Fort St, George, and tlie villages wibbin the Company’s 
bounds, amounted to three hundred thousand ; and a more exact 
enumeration was then required to be made, for tlie information of 
James II, distinguishing the English, Portuguese, Moors, and 
Gentoos, both male and female, and their several professions, or 
occupations. Whether this more exact enumeration was ever made, 
we have not as yet been able to discover ; but the statement of the 
aggregate population will be sufficient for all general purposes. 

As regards the population at Fort St. George, or White-town, we 
have the most minute information. In a previous chapter it was 
shown how White-town was only half the size of the modern Fort. 
In the seventeenth century the river Coourn ran much nearer the 
sea than at present. In fact it ran parallel with the Coast right 
through the centre of the site now occnpied by the present Fort, In 
the last century, the channel of the river was diverted into its 
present course, and the Fort considerably enlarged. 

The old Fort or White-town, only extended about 400 yards in 
length, from north to south parallel with the sea ; and about 100 
yards from east to west, that is from the sea to the old channel of 
the river. This little space was however divided into twelve streets 
and alleys, and included altogether one hundred and twenty-nine 
dwelling-houses and godowns, producing altogether a yearly rental 
of only one hundred and twenty-four pagodas, and nine fanams. 
The streets were respectively named — Middle Street, Choultry Street, 
Choultry Alley, Gloucester Street, York Street, York Lane, Charles 
Street, James Street, James Alley, St. Q.*bomas Street, St. Thomas 
Lane, and Church Street. As a matter of local curiosity we print 
the following Directory or Itent Eoll, verbatim et literatim, of which 
the original may be found in the Consultation book under the 2nd of 
August, 1688. Some of our readex’s may here find the names of 
their ancestors, probably spelt in a dii^erent manner to those of their 
descendants. 

*^Beut Bowie of Dwelling: Houses, Goedowns, etc., within the Gamson or 
Christian Town, with the names of their several Owners, Tenants, and Yearly 
Bents. 


MIDDLE STBEET. 
OwneTu Tenant. 


The Honorable President Tale’^s House 
Captain James Betts house 


Martad- Consason : 
Paul Cardozo ... 
Padre Ephraim’s 
Martin Lope’s 
Mr. John Afflack 
Bichard Monk 
Widow Heathfield 


William Dixon 


John Strangway. 



3 


1 


1 


2 


1 


2 


Rent. 
Fans. 


18 

27 

27 

28 
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MIDDLE STREET- 

Oioner. 


•coviMnmd, 

Tenant* 


Mr, Peter Large 
Mrs. Urstiia O^Keal 
Mr. Affiack: ... 

Mr. Afflack : 
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Bent* 

,l?ag 3 *' EaA's.,': 


Mrs. Ursula O’Neal 
Mr. Trougiiton ... 


CHOWLTRY STREET. 


Pagodas... 17 


m?. 


'm: 


Richard Monk’s House 
John Coventry 
Como Lorenso 
Emmanuel’ Morley 
Emmanuel Morley 
Padre Theodosia 
Mr. John Nicks 

Thomas Greenhill 
John Parera 


Widow Haddock 


Sir John Biggs 
John HiU 


Pags. Pans. 
' 2 


3 

2 

1 

1 


18 

18 

18 

^.37" 

::W'' 


18 


CHOWLTRY ALLEY. 


Pagodas... 14 


Joan Lopus ... 
Ditto. 

Nath : Bonus 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Charles Metcalf 
John Callender 


Ana : d’Andrada. 
Gab : Roberts 
John Yoter... 


: 18 
Pans. 


IS 

^27 

18 


GLOUCESTER STREET. 


Pagodas.., 8 : - 18 


Panchecu Yiera 

Mrs. Field 

Ii 

Fans, 

27 

Mr, Henry Alford 


2 

. 

Arthur Tilbury 



27 

Madam Pavia... 

Mr. Alford 

1 

; — 


Pagodas. 

.. r" 

: 'is 

Mr. Miller ... 

YORK STREET. 

Panchecu Yiera ... 

Pags, 

Fans, 

27 

Pancbecu Yiera 

Padre Lopus. 


27 

■ Ditto. 

Andre Garmasb ... 

1 

j «« 

Ditto. 

Frans Tessera ... 


18 

Ditto. 

... ... Marmad Consasou. 


18 

John Inch 

»;• ' ■ *•* '■■ ■ ' ' *** 

1 

: — ■ 

Renou Perera... 


— 

: 27 

Tiiman Holt ... 

•*« **- 

1 

27 

John de Som... 



Domingoes Mendes 

4*. ••• *** •** 

1 

; — 

Mr. Mead 

... ... John Maverell 

— 

27 




fm ' 


hi 

pj 


i I 
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TOEK STEEET— : 

Owner, Tenmvb.^ 


Bent. 


Mr. Mead 
Monsieur Cliardin 
Mariha d© Consasoa 


William Bison 
Bomingo Joan 
Emmanuel Eosaira 
Mary Ware ^ 
Emmanuel Eosaira 
Mr. Miller 
Jane Taylor ... 

Widow Eyley... 

Mr. Ereemau*s Godown 


YOEK BANS. 


Pagodas... 


Mr. Glover 


Amu Dunkly 


Pagodas.. 


CHAELES STEEIT. 


Mr, WiUxam Jearsey ... . 

Mr. Jearsey’s several Godowns 
Mr. Bridger ... ... 

Mr. Bridger ... ... 

Mr. Bridger •• ... 

Mr. Jokn Bavis. 

Mr. Bridger's Godovm 
Mr. Bridger ... 

Mr. Bridger ... ... 

Eobert Bulfield, a Godown 


Mr. Mose. 

Mr. Constable 
Mr. Styleman 

Mr. Parker’s Children, 


JAMES STEEET. 


Pagodas., 


Gimar Peniora 
Joseph Perera 
Mr. Gray SmifcVs Godown 
Eobert Bay, Mr. ... ... 

Eobert Bay ... ... ... 

Pois ... 

Alexander Woodall ... 

Mr. Bridger’s Godown 
PhilHpa ... 

Thatcher ... ... 

Black Pranok... 

Eobert Bnlfield... 

Maria de Sure 

Company’s Merchants Godowns 
Nicholas Westborough... 

Pois new Hospital 
Poia ... ... 


Mr. Pitt 

Prt. Gyiord 
Padre Bastian 


Pags. 

Pans. 

1 

: 18 

2 


— 

18 

iF** 

: 27 

Pags. 

Fans. 

■■■■■, 2"'. 

; ■ ' 



IS 


, ''27; 

, — 

18 

: 

18 


m. 


... 27" 

■— 

27 

1 

. 

7"^ 

■; ■■■ 18, 

Pags. Pans. 

2 

: 18 

1 

•i "■ 

, T.': 

: 18 

1 

: 18 

1 

: 18 

1 

: 18 

, 

18 

V,- — 

18 


18 

— * 

18 

'ilT 

'IS': 

Pags. 

Pang. 

' 

18 


IS 

— 

18 

1 

: 18 

■ 

27 

1 



18 


18 




18 

— 

18 

— 

27 


18 

3 

. «. 


18 


27 


18 
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JAMBS'^: BTBEli:- 
Oivner, 


-coMmed, 

Tmant, 


Borrow 

Padre Lorenz Parera 
Sicilia Mendes 
Maria Madera... 


Antony Oaldora 
Thomas de Clara 
Lisu de Cimi ... 
Antonio Bosada 
Alexander Woodall 
Bastian Severn 
Attesa Beposa 
Theodosins Gregory 
John Parera ... 
Matthias de Silva. 


JAMBS ALLEY. 


John Moor 
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'Rent. 
Fans. 

18 ■ 
18 
18 


Pagodas... 15 : 0 

Fans. 

.. :mi 

18'.' 

■ 18 
IS 

IS,-' 

mi: 

■" ■■■IS':.'- 

18 


ST. THOMAS STBEETS. 


John Stevenson 

Nicholade Silva 

Tamantony ... 

Mrs. Griffiths... 

Senora Alvada 
Emmanuel de Silva 

Ditto ... ••• 

President Yale, a Godown 
Maria Zeho ... 

Pasqnall Gallon 
President Yale 
Emtannel ISf avis 
Bomber Bay ... 

John Baptista... 

Bernardo Medows 
Antonio Qnalis 
Clara Botalia 
Gasper de Monte . 

Mr. Gray, a Godown ... 
Padre Salvadors 
Joan de Coasta 


Mr. Liddell 

Mr. Cheney 
Jas. Meelenen 


Mr. Barron 

Mr. Betsworth 
iir. Ivory 


Pags, 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 


Fans 
: 18 

.■‘.'Vi?::' 

j 18 

27 

217 

27 

ii‘ 

18 


27 


18 


ST. THOMAS LANE. 


Pagodas... 20 
Pags. 


Donna Issabella 
.... Pois 
Emmanuel Vass 
Duarty Figarado 


Elizabeth Ponlter.. — 


Pagodas... 2 


Fans. 

IS 

27 

[27 

Tli 
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OEUKOH STEEET. 
O'loner. Tenant. 


Antony Gonsalis 
Donna Phillippa 
Cafcherena Passania 
John Stevenson 
Mr. Eodrigoes 


Mr. Burton 


Rent. 

Pagg, Pans. 

- 27 

- 27 

^ 27 

1 ; — 
1 : — 


Pagodas... 4 : 9 

The sanitary condition of this crowded little settlement may 
be inferred from the following startling announcement for the 
year 1688. 

“ Christenings this year 11 

Marriages this year 13 

Burials this year 101 


V"’ ■ OB[A.]PTEK XII. 

GOVERKOESHIP OP MR. NATHANIEL HIGGINSON. 

1692—1698. 

The accession of President Higginson, followed up closely 
as it was by the arrival of Sir John Goldsborough as Commissary- 
General, seems to have been a great event in the history of Madras. 
The Consultation books are once more filled with incidents of general 
interest, and are no longer encumbered with the records of an 
obsolete quarrel. In other respects the retirement of Mr, Yale was 
followed by the usual results. He was compelled to remain in 
Madras until all the claims of the Company were settled ; but he was 
not prosecuted, with the severity which was practised towards some 
of his predecessors. 

The history of the first year of Mr. Higginson^s administration is 
marked by many incidents. The progress of the war between the 
Great Mogul and the Mahrattas is largely illustrated; and the 
matter now published for the first time, will be of value to all 
future historians. Then we have some notices of the capture of 
Pondicherry by the Dutch; also a curious account of the first 
possession of Egmore and Pursewaukum by the Agency at Port St. 
George ; together with some interesting notices of the Homan 
Catholic Church in this country, and the relation of the Bishop of 
St. Thome to the English Government. These are combined with 
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domestic incidents T^hicli serve to throw additional light xipon the 
lives and manners of our predecessors in this Presidency, and wbich 
we shall continue to arrange as nearly as possible in chronological 
order, leaving our extracts in. many cases to tell their own story. 

The first incident relates to a strong minded lady of the olden 
time, and as it contains a slight flavour of scandal, like the sensa- 
tion of onions in Sidney Smith’s salad, it will still be read with 
interest. 

Tuesday) Becemher) 1692. — John Dolben, Esq., Judge 

Advocate, acquaints that information bath been given in before him 
against Mrs. Katherine Kicks of several notorious frauds by her 
committed in Connimere, whilst her husband was Chief there; 
particularly that during the late investment, she caused the Bight 
Honorable Company’s godowus to be broke open, and forcibly took 
from thence great quantities of cloth of the first sort, which she 
applied to Mr. Elihu Yale’s private use, who was then President ; 
notwithstanding the Merchants declared that the said cloth was 
brought in upon the Company’s account, and positively refused to 
consent that it should be otherwise applied. 

“ That upon this he (the Judge Advocate) wrote her a letter 
requiring her, being a woman notoriously known to he a separate 
Merchant from her husband, to put in bail to answer the damages the 
Honorable Company had sustained by her illegal proceedings ; which 
she not complying with, he issued out a warrant to arrest her. 
But she refusing to obey, was returned in contempt; he therefore 
prays the assistance of the military power to secure her in her 
house, being under suspicion that she designs privately to fly 
from Justice. 

Ordered that the Captain of the Guard do send a file of Musque- 
teers with a Corporal to the house of Mrs. Katherine Kicks, who 
are to obey such orders as the Judge. Advocate shall think fit to 
give.” . 

The kindness of Mrs. Kicks towards Mr. Tale was not appreciated 
by his successor. The lady was forced to submit and pay up for the 
cloth she had taken ; and shortly afterwards returned to England. 

The war between Aurungsiebe and the Mahrattas was still 
lingering in the Dekkan. The army of the Mogul was besieging 
Ginjee, at that time occupied by Kama Bajah and the Mahrattas. 
But the siege languished, and one of the Generals of the Mogul’s 
arm}?-, named Alimerdy Khan, was taken prisoner by the Mahrattas ; 
and many of the Mogul’s officers fied to Madras as appears from the 
following entry. 

Saturday, l7tli Beceniher, 1692. — There being, upon the defeat of 
Alimerdy Khan lately received from the Mahrattas, several of his 
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Officers and other persons of good quality, privately fled hither for 
good security : it is thought convenient that they be used very 
kindly while they lie in disguise, and treated with small presents of 
necessaries as the President shall fluid necessary and requisite: 
some of them being persons that may prove useful to the Eight 
Honorable Company’s affairs, not only to the Yiaier but to the 
Mogul himself,” 

Subsequently an attempt was made to induce the Madras Govern- 
ment to become security for the payment of the ransom for Alimerdy 
Hban;; : ' 

, y Friday^ 23rd: December, 1692, — The President acquainting us that 
this morning Gojee Gregorio (an Armenian merchant) came to him, 
and told him that he had received a letter from Pulicat from the 
brother-in-law of Alimerdy Khan (the Nabob lately taken by the 
Mahrattas and imprisoned in Gingee) to signify the Mahrattas 
having offei'ed Alimerdy Khan his liberty for a lak of Pagodas ; he 
does in the Nabob’s name desire that the Governor of Madras would 
receive jewels and money to that amount into his custody, and then 
write to Kama Kajah engaging to pay that sum to his order upon the 
arrival of Alimerdy Khan in Madras ; for which purpose a letter is 
written to the President, but it being a matter of great moment, 
the President has only put off the receiving of the letter, and the 
returning of any answer, till resolved in Consultation how to act ; 
and it is resolved not to commit ourselves in that affair,” 

About a month afterwards Cojee Abanus and Cojee Gregorio, 
Armenians resident in Madras, made another effort to induce the 
Government of Fort St. George to interest themselves in the release 
of Alimerdy^ Khan, by engaging to see the amount of ransom paid 
to Kama Rajah, on the arrival of Alimerdy Khan at Madras. It 
seemed however very probable that when Alimerdy Khan reached 
Madras, he would demand his own immediate release in the name of 
his master the Mogul ; whilst the Presidency would be responsible 
for the^ amount of ransom to Rama Rajah and the Mahrattas. 
Accordingly the Presidency still persisted in its policy of non-inter- 
vention ; but the following entry in the Consultation book is worthy 
of record. 

** It does appear that these Armenians have a correspondence with 
the Mogul’s officers, and to serve themselves in strengthening their 
own interest would draw so great an inconvenience upon the Right 
Honorable Company, by engaging us to intermeddle in sucb an 
affair.” 

Meantime, tbe army of the Mogul was commanded by the Nabob 
Zulfikar Khan ; by Assad Khan, father of Zulfikar Khan and Yizier 
to Aurungzebe ; and by Prince Oambakhsh, who appears in the 
records under the barbarous name of Cawn Bux, a name which we 
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have taken the liberty to reproduce in a modern form sni table to the 
eyes of those who are familiar with the modern historians of India. 
The following entry throws some light upon the state of the MogiiFs 
army.. ■ . 

Monday j SQih Jamiary^ 1693. — Lewis Forrill, one of the soldiers 
that went up with Bmam* Cooley six months since to serve Zulhkar 
Khan in the siege of G-ingee, returning, and with this account. That 
two months since, Znliikar Khan ordered to split all the Great 
Guns, and the brass Guns that were sent from hence for presents ; 
which he supposes was occasioned by the MogviFs death, whereof be 
heard report.'^ That at the same time Oawn Bax attempting to go 
over to Eama Bajah, was seized by Zulhkar Khan, and ever since 
kept prisoner. That the camp being reduced to extreme want of 
provisions for men and cattle, so that if they had stayed longer they 
would have been starved, they made a truce with Kama Eajah for 
twenty-four hours, in which time Zulfikar Kbau removed to Wande- 
wash, but for want of camels and oxen was forced to leave much of 
their baggage behind to the discretion of the Mahrattas, which gave 
occasion to the report that a peace was made. Whereas the 
Mahratta army watches and follows the motion of the Mognrs army ; 
so that the issue of the war remains very uncertain.” 

The following extracts, referring to the great Pagodas of Black 
Town and Triplicane, will be interesting to our local antiquarians. 

“ Thursday i ^9th JDecemheri 1692. — The Geutoo Pagoda in the 
Black Town, being built by Timina the former Chief Merchant, and 
from that time kept in repair and maintained by the Chief 
Merchants, who also received the custom of the said Geutoo Pagoda, 
voluntarily paid by all but Europe nations and Armenians, 
wherewith they ordered the maintenance of their Brahmins, etc. ; 
and also the more famous Pagoda of Triplicane, which is mentioned 
in one of the King of Golconda's firmauns, dated the 23rd 
February, 1676, to be granted to the Company, which was obtained 
at the special instance of Verona, and hath been ever since under the 
management and care of our Chief Merchants, who applied the profit 
of the adjacent grounds to the maintenance of their Brahmins, etc. ; 
amount yearly to from Pagodas fifty to seventy, until lately Presi- 
dent Yale took both the said Pagodas out of the hands of the Chief 
Merchants, and made Eangia Ohetty, Collavimatadre, and Child 
Conacoply the Overseer and Governor of the Pagodas. Though 
nothing doth appear in any Consultation of the reason which moved 
President Yale to do it. Since which time the inhabitants have 
entertained jealousies of diabolical arts practised in those Pagodas 

^ The retreat from Gingee was not caused by the death of Anrungzebe, an 
event which did not take place until 1707 , but by the dissensions between 
Oambakhsh and Zulfikar Khan. 
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atyain^^t some of tlie mercbants and Slieab pa;rfcy.^ The Merchants 
feincr-pi-esent it was declared to them that for their encouragement 
and the better satisfaction of the inhabitants, we do give them libeity 
to make the same use of their Pagodas, and to receive the same 
income from both as formerly ; but reserve to ourselves the power 
of recalling tha-t liberty when we shall see cause. And also that the 
ground belonging, as they say, to Triplicane, is to be disposea of by 
us to such inhabitants as we shall think fit to settle there ; and that 
it is not in their power to lay any tax upon such inhabitants withoiit 
our consent. And further, that they are to give an accmint yearly 
on every Hew Year’s day of the account of the incomes of inplicaiie 
and how the same does arise.” 

Our nest extract refers to the arrangement of Church sittings, 
which has evidently been a delicate matter from, time immemorial. 

« Wednesday, Ath January, 169S.-It is ordered that the Church- 
wardens do herewith cause a handsome seat to be made m the Chmch 
for the Mavor, next below the Clerk’s desk in the said aisle, with a 
nlace for a Ma,ce to lie on each side of him best to be seen. And 
Saat the Mayor’s wife be placed next below him on the same side. 
And take care to seat those Gentlewomen, that will be displaced 
by that means, where best it may be to their content, having due 
regard to their qualities.” 

The arrangements as regards the payment of sea customs and 
clearing ont ships were much the same then as now; but some 
strange laws were in force, as the reader will now see. 

** Wednesdav, 4.th January, Id93.-The 
have made it a law in thekOity and Port of Madras, that all goods 
exported or imported (their own goods, and all lewels, phite, and 
money only excepted) shall pay towards the charges of the Garrison 
and Fortification five per cent. Custom. Here follow the^ rules fox 
collecting the Customs and for clearing out ships, of no interest 
now. The following regulation however is curious. 

“And all ships or vessels that shall go away out of the Road, 
before they have paid all duties and cleared out of the house, 

as is appointed, shall be forfeited, one-half to the Right Honorable 
Comnaiiv. and the other half to the seizer, suing for andcondbmnmg 
the same in the Admiralty Court. And the Customer, or his Deputj^ 
shall use all means to stop them, — by ordering the gunner to fii^ at 
them without farther order from the Governor. And after toe nrsfc 
shot, to hit them if they can. And in case the ship cannot be stopped 
or afterward seized, the Master shall stand fined for a ^ousand 
pao^odas, to he sued for and recovered in the Admiralty Court as 
before, when and wherever he can be taken or come at, or his estate. 

Our next extract shows that Mr. Yale had got into difficulty in 
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^UBaittrdatjf lUh January ^ 1693. — The Commissar j-General (Sir 
John Goldsborough), finding the mud Points and Walls about the 
Black Town cost several thousand pagodas, and that Governor Tale 
had made them at the Bight Honorable Company's charge against 
their positive order and the most of the Council's express exceptions, 
— did desire Judge Dolben to make demand of President Tale for 
three thousand four hundred and eighty-three pagodas with interest, 
being the cost of them and of a Physic Garden. Judge Dolben 
returns answer that he hath demanded the same, and that President 
Yale saith he hath not done anything of that nature, but what was 
either ordered by the Bight Honorable Company or agreed to by 
the Council, or of absolute necessity, and desires to be heard about 
it before any farther demand be made." 

The next entry will explain itself. 

“ Thursday^ l9^/^ January^ 1693. — There being complaints mad© 
by Taliars and peons appointed to watch the Black Town, that 
many people, inhabitants and strangers, do walk up and down in 
the streets all night), which is the occasion of many disorders, thefts, 
and violences committed : — it is ordered that to-morrow morning 
the Choultry Justices do cause the tom tom to be beat through all 
the streets of the Black Town, forbidding all persons to walk in the 
streets after eleven of the clock at night, under penalty of one pagoda 
to be paid into the Choultry, or severe corporal punishment, as the 
Justices shall think fit. 

The following notices are interesting as illustrative of the form of 
Hindoo oaths. 

Wednesday f 2bth January, 1693. — Judge Dolben reports from the 
Admiralty Court that in a trial this day between the Bight Honor- 
able Company and the late President Yale and others for wrongs and 
damages done them, that the said late President has objected against 
the manner of giving the Gentoo oath, by the usual ceremony of 
fetching water and flowers from the Pagoda into Court, affirming 
that there was a late order of Consultation by which the ceremony of 
taking Gentoo oaths wa,s for the future established to be done before 
the Pagoda. Upon which report we have made enquiry of Choultry 
Justices and members of Council, who all declared the way of 
swearing the Genboos hath been in the Ooux't before the Jury, by 
causing water and flowers to be brought from the Pagoda; the 
flowers are pub upon their heads, and they drink some of the 
water before or in the Court; and both are given and done 
by the Brahmin of the Pagoda, and in the presence of the Eternal 
God who they believe in a more particular manner to be in all Courts 
of Justice, are required to speak the truth. . . . "We likewise sent 
for a dozen or fourteen of the ancient Brahmin priests, the most 
eminent in the place, and asked them of the same matter, who all 
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tinanimously gave it as tbeir opinion and knowledge tkat this is the 
way of their own Gentoo Government, swearing witnesses in the 
Carnatic country, when evidence was not believed without an oath ; 
but that their Governor did never send or force any of them to foe 
sworn at the Pagoda, but did cause water and flowers to be brought 
from thence and swear them in Court : for, say they, what is the 
Pagoda ? it is an Image or Stone : where a Governor is, there is God ; 
where ten men are, there God is present. ... We therefore order 
the continuance of this way of swearing.’' 

The following proceedings in the Court of Admiralty are amusing 
enough. 

** Thursday^ iBth May, 1693.— Judge Dolben reports from the 
Admiralty Court that Captain Preke having a cause determined 
there between the Eight Honorable Company and himself, about 60 
tons of lead of the Eight Honorable Company laden in England, 
which the said Captain refused to deliver according to Charter party ; 
Captain Preke flew out into scurrilous language against the Govern- 
ment here, and the authority and justice of the Court, upon which 
the Judge gave him a civil caution to be more moderate. But when 
the decree of the Court was pronounced against him, and an appeal 
which he tendered was rejected, he repeated his scurrilous expres- 
sions, viz., that he had behaved himself like a man, and was used 
like a beast ; that he knew before he came he should have no justice 
here, but would have it in another place; upon which the Judge 
ordered him to be taken into custody, which the oifficer going to do, 
he cooking his hat laid his hand upon his sword, and turning upon 
the Court in that posture said, that in England he was as good a man 
as Judge Bolbeu though not here, holding up his hand in a threaten- 
ing posture, swore he should meet him thei’e where he could have 
satisfaction ; upon which the J iidge, seeing the Captain of the Guard 
present in Court, ordered him to take him and carry him to the Cock 
house, but sent the crier after him and ordered him to be secured in 
the Port* Since which two days ago Captain Preke came to the 
Commissary of his own accord all alone, and said his ship was in 
danger by one cable being broke and the other wanting service. The 
Commissary told him the best way to secure the ship would be to 
set himself at liberty by acknowledging his error in Court, and 
asking pardon of the Court and Judge, To which he i-eplied, he 
never would do it as long as he had breath in his body, with many 
vindications of himself and expressions of inveteracy.” 

Captain Preke subsequently submitted, but sent in a protest 
wXich is still on record. 

We may here mention that the Commissary Sir John Goldsboro ugh 
proceeded to Port St. David in June 1693, and returned in July. 
Shortly afterwards he again proceeded along the coast, and died' 
suddenly in ISfovember the same year. 
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From the next entry we learn that Aiimerdy Khan bad obtained 
his release from Gingee. 

Friday^ ith August, 1693. — A Dutch ship with the Mogul^s flag 
on the maintop mast head, passing by this road, two Dutchmen, 
came ashore from Nabob Aiimerdy Khan to give notice that he was 
upon the ship going for Pulicafe. And the ship firing 13 guns, the 
Fort answered as many, in respect to the Nabob* And his brother- 
in-law All Caldera, (who has for six months past resided here) 
coming to the President for leave to go oS to the Nabob, the Presi- 
dent desired him to take with him two chests of rose-water, and 
present to the Nabob. His releasement has cost him 300,000 Rupees, 
thereof the Dutch have remitted part by Bill of Exchange.” 

The next extract will explain itself. 

“ Wednesday, IQili August, 1693. — Percolla Chinna Warka Laving 
obtained Zulfikar Khan his Perwanna for the Government of Triva- 
tore and Tripatore, countries adjacent, called in his way to see his 
family (whom he has kept here two or three years) and visiting the 
President, do assure him that Assad Khan is alive and well, and in 
the king’s favour, notwithstanding all the current reports to the 
contrary. And on the 11th instant, Mahmood Anifie, Zulfikar Khan 
his adopted son about twenty years of age, coming here with fifty 
horse and, a hundred peons, to take his pleasure and see the place. 
It being judged necessary to treat him civilly, in respect to Zulfikar 
Khan, we appointed him the Garden for the accommodation of him- 
self and servants; and he sending word that he designs to take his 
leave to-day, and to depart to-morrow, the warehousekeeper is 
ordered out of the stores to get ready a present to be made him of 
such things as may be best spared, viz., i Tonquen chest with $ 
cases of Dressing Boxes, and 6 Bemdezas, 2 small prospetive glasses 
2 looking glasses, 1 pair Pistols, 1 piece of China silk, 1 wax Image 
in glass and 2 glass globes, 1 chest Rose-water, 5 Swords, 2 Pictures 
covered with glass.” 

The siege and capture of Pondicherry by the Dutch is thus noticed. 

“ Monday, 2J$t August, 1693. — Received a General Letter from Fort 
St. David dated the ISfch instant, advising that the Dutch had landed 
several great guns and three mortar pieces, and were raising batteries 
against Pondicherry Fort, but had not as yet fired any shot ; and 
that Governor Pitt had sent to Monsieur Martin to surrender their 
Fort, which might prevent the shedding of much blood, but he 
returned this answer that he was there to defend it for his king’s 
glory, and their own honour, which he was resolved to do to the last 
drop of his blood.” 

Pondicherry was taken a few days afterwards, and a congratula- 
tory letter was accordingly sent to Heer Pitt, the Dutch Governor of 
Pulicat, by the Agency of Fort St. George. 
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The next entries illnstrate the early progress of Eoman Catholic 
Missionaries in this country. 

** Monday^ 2Sth August^ 1693. — Padre Bon John de Clerici deliver- 
ing a Petition as entered next after this Consultation, and also 
producing to us his letters Missionary from Don Salvador Gallns, 
Prefect of the Regular Priests at Goa, by which it does appear 
that he is not dependent upon the Padre Goverrmdore at the Mount ; 
and the Deputy Governor and Council of Port St. David having in 
their General Letter, dated 18th instant, expressed themselves satis- 
fied in the character they have received ; it is agreed that a license 
be granted unto the said Padre Clerici to officiate at Oiiddalore in 
the room of Padre Paulo, who was before appointed from hence, but 
is lately removed from thence to Porto Novo by the order of the 
Padre Governadore of the Mount.” 

To the Honorable Nathaniel Hxgginson, Esq., President and 
Governor of Port St. George, Port St. David, etc., and Council. 

The Humble Petition of Padre Don 

J ohn de Clerici. 

Humbly Sheweth, — That your Petitioner is a Priest of the order of 
the Theatine Missionaries, by which being obliged to travel into 
remote countries to endeavour the conversion of Infidels to the 
Christian faith, your Petitioner humbly requests your Honour, etc., 
that he may by you be appointed the Padre Resident of Cuddalore 
for the service of the Portuguese inhabitants of that place ; which 
employment he will to the utmost of his power endeavour to perform 
with all loyalty and fidelity to the Honorable Company and their 
interest, and to the satisfaction of your Honour, etc. for whom as in 
duty bound he shall ever pray. 

* D. John de Clerici.” 

In the following December the worthy Padre returned to Madras 
with his license. The story will be interesting to all our Roman 
Catholic readers. We quote from an entry dated 16th December. 

” Padre Clerici returning hither from Port S. David, bringing 
with him the license formerly granted him, and alleging that not 
understanding the English language, he was not sensible of the 
import of some articles, which upon consideration he finds directly 
contrary to the strict rules of his order, and that his acceptance 
thereof will render him liable to the ecclesiastical censure of bis 
superiors, and therefore chooses rather to leave that place and repair 
to Madapollam, whither he is invited to succeed the Padre lately 
deceased, than to accept. But it not being thought convenient to 
alter the articles upon his objections, and yet more requisite to 
admit him at Cuddalore, than either a Preuch or Portuguese Padre, 
he being of a different order and nation from them both t — it is 
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agreed that Padre Olerici be permitted to reside there, and perform 
the ofEce o£ a Priest so long as he shall behave himself well, and 
that the matter of the articles be further referred to His Excellency 
the Oommissary-Generai’s coming, and that a letter to that effect be 
writ to the Deputy Governor and Council of Fox’t St. David, which 
Padre Olerici being acquainted with was contented therewith, and 
delivered up his former license.” 

The honest Padre died a few months afterwards, a circumstance 
which gave rise to a slight discussion between the Bishop of St. 
Thome and the Presidency at Fort St. George regarding the power 
of nominating a successor. On the 11th February 1694, the follow- 
ing letter from the Bishop was received by Mr. Higginson. 

Sir, — Whereas I arrived in this place but a few days since, 
I had no time to come and kiss your Honour^s hands, to whom 
I wish long life and health, for the relief of the Portuguese who 
live in these paints. 

“ I have had advice that Padre Don John, whom the Governor my 
predecessor placed near Guddalore, is deceased, and whereas I 
determine to send to that Church Padre Paulo de Baa who has been 
there ; and to content the English gentlemen there I would not do it 
without advising your Honour thereof, whom I believe will approve 
,of my election. 

If I am worthy of serving your Honour, I am ready to obey your 
will whom God keep. 

, I kiss your Honour’s hands, 

Fryer Eaymundo re Mervats. 

The President did not approve of a Yicar being appointed in a 
place under the English by the Bishop of St. Thome. Moreover he 
preferred Padre Gnlielmus a Yalle, who belonged to the order of the 
Tfaeatines. Accordingly he directed the Presidency at Guddalore 
to order Padre Paulo to cease from executing his priestly functions 
within the English boundaries ; and dispatched the following letter 
to the Bishop of St. Thome. 

** Eeverenr Sir, — I received your letter dated llth February, 
wherein you .advise me that you determine to send Padre Paulo de 
Saa in the room of Padre Don John, whom the Governor your prede- 
cessor had placed Yicar at Guddalore. I acknowledge your civility 
in giving me notice of your determination ; but admire at your 
usurpation of an authority which did not belong to your predecessor, 
nor to yourself nor successors, viz. to appoint Vicars in any place 
under the English Government. You have made a wrong account, 
and if you would reckon right you must begin again. In this case I 
ought to deal plainly with you, that no foreign Episcopal authority 
can be admitted within the limits of our jurisdiction, and that yon 
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are not Governor or Bishop of Cnddalore no more than of Madras. 
But as joiiv reverence is Bishop or Governor of Meliapore, I congratu- 
late your accession to that authority, and desire and embrace your 
friendly and neighbourly correspondence ; in pursuance of which I 
acquaint your reverence that I have determined to permit Padre 
Gulielmus a Valle, of the order of the Tbeatines, to reside at Cudda- 
lore, in the room of Padre Don John de Olerici deceased. I am your 
friend and servant, 

NATHAlflEL HiOGWSON.*' 

The following incident is worthy of record so far as it is strange. 

Wednesday i SOtli Atigiist, 1693. — Word being brought us while at 
Oonsultation on the 28th instant, that Mr. Wheeler, Member of 
Council and Sea Customer and Chief Justice of the Choultry, was 
very sick, and soon after about 11 o’clock that be was dead, we went 
lorthwith to his house, and appointed Mr. Mildmay and Mr, Vander 
Anker to take account of the Bight Honorable Companies’ books 
and papers which were in Mr. Wheeler’s hands ; but on the way 
thither the following note was delivered into the hand of the 
President. 

Honorablb Sir,*— I have murdered Mr. Wheeler, by giving him 
arsenic. Please to execute Justice on me the malefactor as I deserve. 
Your Honour’s unfortunate obedient Servant, 

Samuel Browne. 

Whereupon Doctor Browne after examination, and his particular 
relation of the circumstances of his fatal raist<ake, was by warrant of 
the Judge Advocate committed, as also his servant, who negligently 
powdered pearl in a stone mortar wherein arsenic had been before 
beaten, the mixture whereof with the pearl is supposed to be the 
occasion of his death ; and there being symptoms of poison, Doctor 
Bulkley, the Surgeon of the Hospital, was ordered to open the 
corpse and make his report. 

Yesterday at eight o’clock in the forenoon Mr. James Wheeler 
was buried, with the solemnity accustomed for his high station.” 

The following report of Dr. Bulkley will be interesting to our 
medical readers. 

“ May it please your Honour with the Worshipeul Council. 

According to your orders I did on Monday the 28th instant in the 
ajfternoon open the dead body of Mr. James Wheeler about five hours 
after bis death, and upon viewing the viscera or bowels, found them 
not much altered from their natural temper and colour. The parts 
that seemed to suffer most were the stomach and intestines, which 
were a little inflamed, and almost wholly bared and stripped of the 
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mucotis or slimy covering with which those parts are commonly 
invested. The lungs also were a little inflamed. The blood that I 
gathered oug o£ several vessels all appeared blacker than usual. But 
the suddenness of his death, and the severe symptoms he laboured 
under before he died, were greater arguments of poison received, 
than anything I could trace out by dissection. This from. Sir, Your 
Honours most humble and obedient servant, 

EdWA^UD BxJLKLfiY.” 

This following incident refers to the Eo man Catholics of Madras. 

Monday, 25tli Septeinher, 1693.— The French Padres having 
represented to us that Padre Ephraim is by age disabled, and that 
there remains only Padre Miguel to officiate in the Portuguese 
Church, whereunto there are belonging about eight thousand 
Christians, as they call them, within the bounds of this city ; and 
therefore request that a French Padre may be admitted to reside 
here as an assistant to Padre Miguel. It is considered that the said 
Padre was formerly of Pondicherry, but left the same before it was 
invested by the Dutch ; and that he is of the same order as Padre 
Ephraim, via., a Capuchin ; and that while the Church is pei'mitted 
to continue it is reasonable to allow a sufficient assistance for 
discharging the Church Office, which is too much for one. And 
upon the whole, it is resolved that the said Padre may reside in this 
city as an assistant to Padre Miguel ; approving himself true and 
subject to our G-overnment ; not holding intelligence to the prejudice 
thereof ; not drawing our soldiers or Protestant inhabitants to the 
Eomish profession ; not marrying or burying any but those of their 
own Church ; and rendering a due account yearly of Marriages, 
Christenings, and Burials, and number of communicants ; and this 
permission to continue till he be ordered to depart the place.*^ 

The following extract will explain itself. 

“ Friday, drd November, 1693. — The Junkamers of Ypere {? Vepery), 
having received orders from Zulfikar Khan to cause a town to be 
built there, and to draw inhabitants to build and dwell there, and to 
receive 5 per cent, custom on all goods carried in and out of Madras ; 
and several of our discontented Ohitties and shopkeepers having 
been drawn into a compliance with the design, and treated with the 
Junkamers in order to their settlement there : the Chief D abash was 
ordered to treat with the Junkamers for putting a stop to their 
proceedings ; and the Junkamers having thereupon promised him to 
snfter goodKS to pass according to sallabad, and to forbear building, 
and to write accordingly to Zulfikar Khan, — upon condition he shall 
privately receive 200 Eupees, a chest of Persia Brandy, and 
Broadcloths : — it is thought more convenient to take offi these stopa 
by that way, than to use force upon the Dewan's officers ; and the 












152 


HISTORY OF MADRAS. 


[1692—98. 


Warehousekeeper is ordered to provide and deliver the Eupees, etc. 
to irarrain, who is to deliver the same privately according, to 
agreement.*’ 

Our nest extract refers to a domestic incident belonging to the old 
Port life when all the members of the Agency dined at the General 
Table. 

• Thursday, Wth Hovemler, 1698.— Having been informed that 
Mr. Edward King late Steward, had made a bargain with John the 
Butcher for 50 Pagodas monthly during his Stewardship, which is 
justly suspected to be the reason why the Butcher’s meat in his time 
is charged in his account so much dearer than by the present 
Steward, to the great increase of the charges of the General Table. 
The Attorney-General is therefore ordered to take the examination 
of the Steward’s servants then employed, and to report the same on 
Thursday next.” 

On the Thursday following the Attorney delivered in his report on 
this important affair, in which the evidence of one Suinmoodro, a 
Conicopoly, forms a story which' may find its parallel in every 
European’s household in Madras. 

** Summoodro declares that in February last John Arts alias John 
the Butcher told this deponent that he had given Mr. King 20 
Pagodas ; that in March he gave him 30 Pagodas ; then in April, 
May, and June this deponent knows Mr. King received 50 
Pagodas each month, which was thus: when John asked for 200 
Pagodas at a time, Mr, King paid him but 150 Pagodas, and took 
receipt for 200 Pagodas ; when the month was almost expired and 
John brought in 200 Pagodas worth of provisions, they then cleared 
their accounts.” 

Our next extracts refer to the possession of the Agency of Fort 
St, George of the then neighbouring towns of Egmore, Fersewaukum, 
and Triplicane. 

** Monday, 25^7^ December, 1693. — Eeceived a letter from Earn das 
Tarriffdar of Poonamalee under Arsimo Naik, requiring the delivery 
of Egmore, Fersewaukum, and Triplicane to Appogee Puntalo for the 
use of Arsimo Kaik, to whom he alleges the Nabob has gi-anted them. 

Tuesday, 26i5/i. — ^This day we are informed from the Brahmin at 
Egmore, that an officer with ten Eajpoots are come thither to take 
possession hy tying leaves. It is ordered that a serjeant with eight 
soldiers and six peons be sent thither to hinder their proceeding ; 
and an answer was written, and sent to Eamdas, to let him know that 
’Triplicane was granted to the English at the same time that Chenna- 
patanam was, and Egmore and Fersewaukum were lately granted us 
by the King’s Hoosbull Hookum, and Grand Yizier and Nabob’s 
Purwannas, and therefore cannot deliver them.” 
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Friday, hth January 1694. — The Town Oonioopolies and chief 
inhabitants of Egmore, came to make their salaam to the President, 
and presented him with a patch of cloth, and brought sheep, fowls, 
cocoa nuts, with a basket of orange, limes, and plantains, which were 
delivered to the Steward for the use of the General Table, and made 
their acknowledgments of the great satisfaction and security they 
enjoyed under our Government. 

Tuesday, Wth Jamiary , — Appogee Puntalo being come to Yepery 
Junkum with 50 Horse and 50 Kajpoots to take possession thereof 
by order of Arsimo Haik, and it is probable he has also orders for 
taking possession of Egmore and Persewaukum which he has already 
demanded by letter : — it is therefore ordered that Alexander Del 
Gardiner, Ensign, do forthwith march thither with 10 Gentinels, 
with whom the Serjeant and 20 Gentinels there already are to join, 
and to prevent the Moors taking possession of those towns/’ 

The Agency had a considerable deal of trouble before they fairly 
obtained the possession of the towns ; at last the Perwanna arrived 
from Zulfikar Khan as appears from the following entry. 

** Monday, Idth March, 1694. — A Perwanna being this forenoon 
received from Zulfikar Khan for holding the new towns in our 
possession, — it is ordered that Captain Seaton go this afternoon 
with the Chief Dubash and Brahmin, and cause the said Perwanna 
to be publicly read for the satisfaction of the inhabitants, who before 
not daring to cut their Paddy for fear of Arsimo Kaik’s people, are 
forthwith to go about the cutting it to prevent further loss.’’ 


^ 

XIII, 

GOVEENOESHIP OP MR. NATHANIEL HIGGINSON. 

(Continued.) 

1692—1698. 

The years 1694, 1695, 1696, which are treated in the present 
chapter,^ are marked by a number of incidents, none of which 
however require any lengthened introduction. Accordingly we at 
once proceed to lay our extracts from the records before our readers, 
interspersing a few explanations as occasion may arise. 

The way in which firmauns could be obtained from ISTative 
Governors is illustrated by the fact that Dr. Black wall, a surgeon in 
the Company’s service, actually obtained for himself the Governor* 
ship of Porto Hovo. Suspicions however had been excited of his 
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having entertained the design o£ betraying Fort St. David ; and bis 
papers were seized by Mr. Hatsell the Chief at Cuddalore, and full 
reports, together with the delinquent, were dispatched to Fort St. 
G-eorge. We extract the following entry in the Consultations. 

Friday, 9th February, 1694.— The General Letter from. Mr. 
Hatsell being perused, with the paper of the examinations of Dr. 
Blackwall’s servants, and also one letter from Dr. Blaekwall to his 
wife, which gives an account of his having received a firmaun for 
Porto Novo, whereof he and his heirs are to be Governors, where he 
is to maintain one or two hundred horse, and as many Europeans as 
he can get. Dr. Blaekwall being sent for and examined, he confessed 
it, and delivered in a narrative of his transactions with the Nabob 
and Arsima Naik, bnt does utterly disown any design relating to 
Fort St. David or Cuddalore, and allegeth in his own justification 
that after he was acquainted that Mr. Hatsell had seized his papers, 
he notwithstanding came to the Oonncil, as he intended, to disclose 
the whole matter, and have their approbation before he did engage 
in it. Bnt it being a matter of dangerous consequence, requires 
further enquiry and consideration. In the meantime Dr. Blaekwall 
is committed to the charge of the Lieutenant of the Guard, to be 
kept in a chamber in the Fort under a Gentinel, and none to speak 
to him till further orders,” This matter lay in abeyance for some 
years afterwards, but Dr. Blaekwall obtained his release on giving 
security. 

Complaints, respecting provisions onboard ship have frequently 
appeared in the public journals, but we think that the following 
memorial against Captain Buck of the “ Boyal James and Mary’’ is 
unique in its kind. It is entered in the Consultations of the 22nd 
March, 1694 

To THE Honobable Nathakiel Higoinsoit, etc. 

May it blbase yoxtb Honour, etc. — We have in pursuance of our 
petition formally delivered, proceeded to particularize our grievances, 
which with all due submission is offered to your Honour and 
Council’s consideration. 

1. The first and chief thing that we shall allege against Captain 
Buck, is that of our want of fresh provisions most part of the voyage, 
he not considering the great and unusual rate paid for our transport* 
ation. 

2. That we neither ate nor drunk of the ship’s provisions so well 
as the Mates during the voyage. 

3. That we thought it very unreasonable to allow us but one meal 
a day, and that of the ship’s provisions, for three, four, or five weeks 
together, when the Mates had breakfast and supper allowed them. 
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4 That wheia there was fresh provisions killed we had not otir 
share, the Mates having a breakfast and anpper out of it, the Captain 
declaring it was their fees. 

5. That when we had anything to eat, we ate more like beasts 
than men, having neither trencher nor table cloth, but after we were 
forced from Ms table, we had a table cloth and plates constantly. 

6. That upon our request by Mr. Connell and Mr. Hearne that 
he would supply the defect of fresh provisions by allowing cheese or 
batter for breakfast, he granted one small cheese amongst twenty- 
six persons, which when expended, and we desiring more, he retorted 
the ship’s sides were not made of cheese. 

7. That the Captain was so uncivil to us, that if any person came 
on board, he either took them into the Boundhouse, or turned ns 
down into the Cabin. 

8. That when at St. Jago he was so uncivil to us as to deny us 
his boat (unless we would go in his long boat with the cattle) to get 
on board, his yawl and pinnace being both on shore to wait on him 
and his boys, forbidding his men to let any passenger come into the 
boats, so that those that were ashore were forced to wade up to their 
necks to get into the long boat. 

9. That he snJBiered the Eight Honorable Company’s servants in 
general to be abused by his officers.” 

(Signed by seven persons.) 

Captain Buck received from the Grovernment of Fort St. George 
** a very severe check for the said miscarriages, which he promises to 
amend for the future.” 

The following entry explains itself. 

“ Monday^ 26^/i 2Ia7'ch, 1694.— There having been some disorders 
in the entry of Consultations, it is ordered for the future that all 
resolves of the President and (Council be written by the Secretary in 
a foul Consultation book, which are to be signed by the President 
and Council with the letters of their names before parting, which is 
the Secretary’s warrant for entering the same fair ; and the Secretary 
is ordered the next Consultation day to bring the same fair entered, 
which is to be signed first before any other business be considered,” 

In perusing the following extract the reader must bear in mind 
that the Mogul army was still opposed to the Mahrattas in the 
neighbourhood and Ginjee. 

‘‘ Wednesday, %0tJi Jane, 1694 — Suliman Khan, brother to Davood 
Khan, Captain of three thousand horse in Zulfikar KhaMs army, 
c^me to town (Madras) with 6 elephants, 14 camels, and 50 horsemen, 
and brought a letter from his brother and from Zulfikar Khan, 
desiring accommodation and a Doctor for curing him of his distemper. 
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Word was sent to Suliman Kban that he was welcome, and that be 
might order bis servants to seek out an accommodation, and the best 
Doctor in the place should attend him ; but that he should not bring 
his horsemen into town with him, but keep whom necessary for his 
service and send the rest out of town ; and accordingly his followers 
pitched their tents to the west of the ITort beyond the river, and 
himself hired a Juliar house to the northwa^rd?’ 

The following extract refers to the condition of the Mussulman 
Priests or Moollas in Triplioane* 

“ Tuesday^ Zrd My, 1694.— The two Moor Moollas, Morkai Snbbah 
and Abou ’ Bekker, having for many months past been at great 
variance concerning the Division of the fees accustomed to be given 
them by that caste ; during which time of their difference some of 
the Moormen have called in another Moolla to officiate in a new 
intended Mosqae. There being two already, one built by Yerona 
within the Black town, and the other in President Yale’s time in the 
Pettab, sufficient for the whole caste, and for all parts of the town 
it is resolved not to admit the building of any more.’’ ^ The dispute 
between the two Moollas was settled by President Higginson, who 
required them to share the Mosque revenues equally ; and a^ cowle 
was granted confirming to them and their children the sole right of 
officiating in the two Mosques. 

In September this year, Judge Dolben who sat in the CoUrt_ of 
Admiralty was dismissed from the Company’s service. In the action 
between the Company and President Yale, he had declared that the 
Company’s claims were set aside by the Statute of Limitations ; and 
was moreover found guilty of receiving bribes for favouring causes. 
Accordingly on the 14th September it was resolved that he is 
hereby dismissed from the Bight Honorable Company’s service till 
their Honour’s pleasure be further known ; and that in the mean** 
time due respect be given to a person of bis quality and abilities, in 
consideration of which it is a trouble to us to part with him.” 

We may here remark that Mr. Yale continued at Madras for some 
years after his recall, endeavouring to evade the Company’s claims 
against him. In Pebrnary 1696 he dispatched a strong petition to 
the Court of Directors, in which he complained of the mode in which 
he had been prosecuted, in a style of which onr readers have already 
had a sample in the letters which he wrote during his quarrel with 
his Council. The following extract, in which he attacks both the 
Commissary and the Governor and Council, will be sufficient here. 

‘‘That notwithstanding your Petitioner gave sufficient bail and 
security to answer all the pretended charges against him, yet did 
the said Commissary, new President, and their accomplices seize on 
and sell your Petitioner’s ships, goods, and estate (from time to 
time as they could reach the same) to the value of thirty thousand 
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pounds or thereaboufcs, being almost five times as much as they had 
given Judgment for against your Petitioner in their own arbitrary 
Court and illegal way of proceeding. 

“That your Petitioner being intolerably oppressed as aforesaid, 
did make several formal protests against such their illegal practices 
and proceedings, and did appeal therefrom to the Justice of 

England but contrary to all manner of Justice ..your 

Petitioner has been imprisoned in the Port ever since November 1092, 
without hopes of liberty or relief; and with design (as your 
Petitioner believes) not only to stifle your Petitioners just complaint 
of their unchristian usage towards him, but to enforce him into 
despair, or otherwise to bring on him some distemper that may 
hasten his death, which not long since by poison was near efiected.” 

This insinuation of Mr. Yale’s that he was in danger of poison of 
course called forth an indignant denial from the Presidency; a 
denial which gives rise to some painful suspicions that there must 
have been dark doings in those days, and at the same time throws 
further light upon the scandal appertaining to Mr. Yale’s acquaint- 
ance with Mrs. Nicks. President BLigginson and Council, in . a 
G-eneral Letter to the Court which appears to have accompanied the 
Petition, explained that they had proceeded in exact conformity to 
law ; and that Mr. Yale had never been imprisoned one minnte, but 
that liberty had been granted him to go borne, at the only time he 
had ever asked for such permission ; an assertion which is to some 
extent confirmed by the Consultation books. But the original I’ecord 
is here so interesting that we will extract the words of the General 
Letter : — “ Therefore, his (Mr, Yale’s) assertion that he hath been 
imprisoned in the Port ever since 1692 without hope of liberty, is 
utterly and apparently false ; and consequently the reflection is not 
only groundless, but basely scandalous, when he affirms he hath 
been imprisoned to enforce him into despair, and to bring on him 
some distemper that may hasten his death. Which reflection is 
heightened by an instance he gives of his death being not long since 
near efiected by poison. The meaning of all which must be (if it 
hath any) that he is afraid the President and Council of Port St. 
George will make away with him by poison or otherwise. They that 
know him will doubtless conclude with us, either this bold reflection 
is no more than the accustoinary strains of wicked policy, or a salvo 
for his own credit against the common reports of the unusual deaths 
of several of the Council of Port St. George when he was President; 
concerning which we do not accuse him, being compelled by the rules 
of Christian charity to suspend a censure, the most material evidence 
being dead ; but if they had been living tp declare themselves, what 
others have since their death declared as from them, some of Mr. 
Yale’s aforementioned instruments must have been prosecuted, and 
he would have been put hard to it to clear his own reputation.” 
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The baseness of the reflection about poison will further 
appear. . . There never was a report that ever we heard, of anything 
that would give him the least colour for such a suggestion since the 
year 1691, when there was a story told all about the town of a rogue 
that tempted Mrs. Nick’s slave wench to poison her mistiness ; and 
foecanse Mrs. Nicks then lived with Mr. Yale at his Garden house 
(when she and Mrs. Pavia a Jew, with their children, have and do 
frequent, to the scandal of Christianity among heathps) therefore 
he takes occasion to suppose the design was against himself, and to 
insinuate that the now President and Council of Port St. George had 
a hand in it.” 

We shall probably learn something more of Mr. Yale in a future 
record. We now quote an entiy illustrative of the current history. 

** Saturday, lOtli November, 1694. — Znlfikar Khan suddenly removed 
his army from Wandewash, and it was reported that he went to take 
Chungamon Port(?) At the same time came various reports of 
quarrels between him and the other principal officers of the MoguTs 
army, and it was said they bad orders from the king (Aurungzebe) to 
seize him. Whereupon the President ordered a spy Brahmin to go 
and attend the motions of the Camp, and send intelligence by four 
Peons appointed as Tappies ; from whom this day received a letter 
advising that Zulfikar Khan is encamped to the northward of 
Chungamon Port ; the Mahrattas make daily incursions in the camp 
and plunder them of five or six horse. At Wandewash the inhabit- 
ants by reason of the Moor’s army have left their habitations, and 
taken to the hills nigh Chungamon Port, for their protection. The 
Mogul’s horse has lately harassed and plundered the country, 
carrying with them both people and goods. Davood Khan and 
others design to seize the Nabob (Zulfikar Khan) when they shall see a 
fit opportunity. The Nabob sent Kama Kajah (king of the Mahrat' 
tas) ten camels loaded with rupees, but they were intercepted by 
Davood Khan. They (the Mogul’s officers) hourly expect an oppor- 
tunity to seize on the Nabob Zulfikar Khan. The Mahrattas have 
poisoned the waters, and have mixed milk hedges in some of the ^ 
tanks, which has killed abundance of people.” 

The Hindoo law against putting a Brahmin to death is illustrated 
by the following extract. 

Saimday, lUJi November, 1694. — One Jugga of the Brahmin 
caste being found guilty of robbery and felony, and condemned to 
be hanged, upon the earnest intercession of the Eight Honorable 
Company’s merchants and some of the principal Black inhabitants, 
was reprieved, alleging it was contrary to the custom of the country 
to put a Brahmin to death, requesting be might be punished as 
accustomary among the Gentoos. It is agreed that the said Brahmin 
be pardoned his life; and the Justices of the Choultry are ordered to 
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cause bim to be punished in the most disgraceful way practised 
among the Gen toos in like cases, after which turned out of town 
under the penalty of being hanged whenever he returns/^ 

About this time two nice young gentlemen, Mr. Henry PuIIein 
and Mr. Thomas Walton, appear from the following accounts to 
have given some trouble to the Governor of Fort St. George. 

Saturday i 13th April, 1695. — Mr. Henry Pullein, a young gentle- 
man who came out of England as passenger in the “Defence/’ but 
not agreeing with the Commander left tihat Ship at the Cape^ and 
came hither in the “ Hawke/’ intending by the first opportunity 
to return to England; but before the “ Princess” went home in 
February last, he had so far run in debt for his maintenance and 
extravagance, that he could not satisfy his creditors, some of whom 
about a month ago taking warrants out of the Court to arrest him, 
he to avoid their execution, withdrew to St. Thome, and in a short 
time, fell into the acquaintance of Emaum Beague, a Moorman, 
The President having notice thereof, and that he was engaging 
himself in the Moor’s service in the Camp, ordered several persons 
to watch his going abroad ; and being advised that he was come to a 
Choultry near the Bar, ordered Captain Seaton with soldiers and 
peons to go round it and bring him in. Mr. Pullein was of his own 
accord coming into the town in the dusk of the evening, when 
Captain Seaton overtook him and brought him to the President, 
who finding by his examination that he had treated with the Moors 
in order to enter into their service, and that some of the soldiers of 
our garrison had also offered to go with him, though he pretends 
that he only gave it out to bring his creditors to reason, — the 
President ordered the Marshall to take him into custody till the 
matter can be fairly examined in Council on Monday. 

“ Monday, Ibth April . — The President doth acquaint the Council 
with the foregoing, and Mr. Pullein being sent for declared the 
occasion of his leaving the place to be his being in debt, that he was 
often with Emaum Beague at St. Thome and had. discoursed concern- 
ing the Moor’s service, but denies to have actually engaged therein, — 
it is ordered that he be confined in the room in the Fort next to the 
guard, and have the liberty of the Fort, with a Sentry to attend him 
night and day, but to keep his chamber from six in the evening 
till six in the morning, until he can come to a composition with his 
creditors.” 

Mr. Pullein appears to have belonged to a respectable family, who 
had sent him to Madras in the hope of getting rid of him, or of 
effecting a reformation. He was shortly afterwards sent to England, 
by the ship “ American Merchant,” as appears from the following 
advice in a General Letter We have given the Commander an 
order for his passage, knowing no other way to prevent his running 
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among the Public Houses two or three hundred pagodas. 

Mr. Walton is not noticed in such terras as can lead us to ^■'PP°®® 
that he was reo-arded with the same consioeration as Mr. Mlein. 
He came out as a writer, whilst the latter was a passenger. In fact 
Mr. miton was more^f a type of Hogarth’s idle apprentice; but 
■we quote tlae official record. 

“ Fridau lOtii Mw, 1696.— Thomas Walton, writer, who was sent 
hither from Port St. David because he was refractory and idle, and 
could by no means be there kept in good order ; since and 
eight months being appointed to write under the Secretary J 
neglected to do what was ordered him ; after 

abSut three months ago to copy over a ledger, and all this t^ 
done but eleven folios; though upon information that he used to lie 
out of the Port, and spend the nights in wandering up and down 
£ut town irMoor’s’habit, and corrupted several young men to 
accompany him in debauchery, the President ordered 
out of the^ Port without leave, and strictly 

books* and upon further information that Mr. Walton had a design 
to leave the place and run into the Moors service, having by his 
extravagant run in debt beyond his ability to pay, the President 
save orders to the Lieutenant of the garrison not to permit him to 
go out of the Port without leave. The whole matter being now 
Represented and discoursed in Gomicil, and Mr. Walton sent for to 
bring his book, it appears that he has not written one word since he 
was last ordered, aid does declare that he cannot write, but desires 
to go home. Being thus incorrigible, it is resolved that he also have 
leave to go by ship “Armenian Merchant,” and in the meantime to 
prevent his further debaucheries and running to the Moors, that 
the ofEcers of the guard-room do not permit him to go out of the 
Port.” 

The dispute between the Government of Port St. George and the 
Bishop of St. Thome seems to have subsided for a time as appears 
from the following entry. 

« Monday, Srd Mail, 1695.— After much contest with the Bishop of 
St Thomd, he having declared his consent (because he could not 
help it) for Padre Gnlielmo de Valle is proceeding to Cuddalore, the 
Padre (that difficulty being removed) is ready to go. It is therefore 
ordered that a License be granted him as follows : 

“The President and Council of Port St. George and city of 
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Madras, for account of tlie Eight Honorable English East India 
Company, do hereby for ourselves and successors give and grant 
unto the Reverend Padre Grnlielmo de Yalle, License to officiate as a 
Priest of the order of the Theatines in the Church erected at 
Cuddalore for the use of Roman Catholics and within the bounds of 
Fort St. David, — Provided that in temporal matters he faithfully 
obey the English Government there, aiding and assisting the 
wox'shipful Deputy and Council for the time being in peace and war 
as occasion shall require, neither shall he maintain any correspond- 
ence by letters or otherwise to the .prejudice of the Government, nor 
shall he ejideavoiir to draw the Protestant soldiers or inhabitants 
iuDothe BfOmish religion, nor shall he mari’y, christen, or bury any 
of them without leave from the Deputy Governor ; and once every 
year lie shall deliver a list of all Roman Catholics, men, women, and 
children within the bounds of Fort St. David. And further wo 
appoint and order that no other Priest, religioiis or secular, besides 
the said Gulielrno de Valle, do perform any religious office without 
the express leave of the Deputy Governor, And that the said 
Gulielrno de Valle do not publish, or cause, or permit to be published, 
either by reading or fixing on the doors of the Church, any decree, 
order, or letter from the Bishop of Meliapore.** (The remainder torn 
out)..'.' 

The following entry records a mere domestic incident. 

Friday f 9tJi August, 1695. — Last night Lieutenant Seaton at about 
twelve o’clock, being in drink, drew his sword upon the Choultry 
Guard, and run a Portuguese soldier through the arm. Dr* Bulkley 
being ordered to view the wound, reports that it is not dangerous ; 
and Lieutenant Seaton being sent for, answer was brought that he 
was sick of a fever.” 

It is curious to compare the above notice with the following 
extract from a General Letter to England : — 

“ Among several children born here, whose parents send home for 
education by this ship, is Ann Seaton, the daughter of Lieutenant 
Seaton, who has served your Honour nine years in Bengal and this 
garrison, and is a very able and useful officer. He hath paid 
pagodas twenty-six permission, as the rest have done, and humbly 
begs your Honour will please to remit it.” 

The next entry explains itself. 

Wednesday^ 15th January, 1696, — This day being appointed for 
the solemnity in memory of our late deceased sovereign Queen Mary. 
In the forenoon a Company with Drums and Colours covered with 
black, and Pikes trailing, attended the President and Council to 
Church, where Mr. Richard Elliot preached a sermon suitable to 
the occasion, all the Right Honorable Company’s servants and the 
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English inhabitants being met in decent mourning, and the principal 
■pari of the Church cohered with black rSmAat’s 

L<r being lowered at half-mast, the Fort began to fire 
VMnt end continued by half minute glasses from Charles Point, 
Sr Sery Caldera^Point, York Point to the batteries towanos 
the sea, from where the ships in the roads took it, and ended th 
firing about two o’clock.” 

This Chaplain who preached on this occasion died a few 
afterwards.^ The Company were apprised oi Idie event in =1 
Letter to the Court dated 19th October, 169b. 

Mr. Richard Elliot died here on the 17th '"stant. He hath left ins 
books to the Library, and 2S0 Pagodas to the Ohnreh He 1 ath 
been the instrument of great good in this place, Lewis tne 

oo-rhaulainl hath not so firm a health that he can go thiou.U 
the neissary service of the Church, and the frequent mstrnotioii 
of children and slayes, which he performs here both on Sunaays an 
week-days.” 

The following notice is historical. 

« Monday. m% January, 1696.-The Mahrattas army increasing at 
G-iniee and frequently sending parties into several parts of the 
country near Tejiapatlm, it is judged necessary 
Council at Fort St. David accommodate the demands 
and his officers ; and it is our opinion that there ought to be ® ^ 

correspondence kept with them from that '^’^"“if^Xrattas 

uncertain position of things between them and Moors ; the Mahratto 
hrXadvLs appearing to be in all probability of being masters of 
al^ their country, unless the Mogul shall speedily send a veiy cou- 
siderable army to the assistance of Znlhkar Khiiu- 

A curious intrigue on the part of Zulfikar Khan, the 
General, is recorded at very greafc length in the 
may be told in a few words. On the 3rd March. 1696, Emaum 
Cooley and All Bux, two of the servants of Znlfikar Hhan, cabled » 
letter from their master to President Higginson demanding a loan of 
a lakh of Pagodas, offering a mmber of jewels as security for the 
repayment. The President and Council refused f 
demand, as the money would never be repaid and the jewels might 
be demanded by the Nabob’s successor. Meantime they were advised 
by an Ameniartl^tthe Mogul had ordered Znlfikar pan to march 
against Madras, and therefore supposed that he only desired to 
nick a quarrel. Accordingly presents were made to Emaum 
lut tL^loau wa^ refused! On the 30th of the same month they 
received a letter advising them of the return of f 
Znlfikar, with the statement that on their arrival the Nab^ sent 
for the chief men of his army and divid^ twenty tpusand Rupees 
among them, much commending the Government of Madras for 
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tlieir liberality. From this circumstance it would appear that the 
Mogul army was mutinous for want of pay, and that Zulfikar Khan 
only sent to Madras to gain time until he could get some money 
elsewhere. Fears howeTer were entertained that notwithstanding 
the politic commendations he had made in the presence of his army, 
that he would still resent the refusal of the loan. 

Our next extract refers to a domestic incident. It will be seen 
that Dr. Browne, the unfortunate Surgeon who poisoned Mr, Charles, 
is again at large. 

Monday. 27th April . — Complaint , having been made by Madrem- 
tala in a letter received by the Governor last night, that Dr. Browne 
had gone to the house of Ananta Terterra his Junkamer of Yepery^ 
and carried him away by force, and robbed him to the value of six 
thousand pagodas as by a list sent. Dr. Browne being sent for 
gives this account. That on Saturday having rid out to Egmore in 
Company, in their return by the Yeperj Choultry the Moor Peons 
called him names ; and he riding up to them to demand the reason, 
there followed more aggravating words and they beat him. When 
he came home, being informed where the Chier man of the Choultry 
lived, he took his sword and pistol, and being followed by his boy 
with another pistol, and his horsekeeper, went to the house and by 
force took out Ananta Terterra, and brought him to the Bridge 
Gate ; where understanding that that was not the man which had 
abused him, let him go. 

Ananta Terterra doth also further complain that Dr. Browne 
broke his face with a pistol, pulled his beard, etc., and that he was 
robbed to the value of six thousand pagodas ; which though there 
is no reason to believe, yet the Dewan’s officers will take occasion to 
make a demand as accnstomary, and give us trouble by complaining to 
the Nabob. And Dr. Browne being apparently guilty of a breach of 
the peace, it is resolved that be be committed to the custody of the 
Marshal], that others may be deterred from the like, and that the 
inhabitants may understand that such practises are not allowed.” 

A week afterwards Dr. Browne was discharged from his confine- 
ment, in consideration of his patients suffering for want of his 
assistance, he giving security to the Judge’s satisfaction. 

Our next extract illustrates the occasional difficulty of collecting 
Quit-rents in the olden time. 

Monday^ July.— There having been many pawns taken the 

last year for Quit-rents charged upon several inhabitants, who either 
refused or were unable to pay, the Bental General was ordered, in 
pursuance of the Eight Honorable Company’s orders, to sell the 
said pawns, which was accordingly . done ; but the clamour and 
complaints made by the poor among the inhabitants, and the reports 
thereof in the Nabob’s camp, caused the Governor to order him not 
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to take pawns, but to proceed in the collecting of the Quit-rents so far 
as he could without, and then to produce an account of Quit-rents to be 
received for September 1695.” Subsequently it was resolved to sell 
the pawns by private contract, and not by public outcrjj or auction. 

As old traditions are afioat that the sea has greatly encroached 
upon the Coromandel Coast during the last few centuries, we have 
made a point of extracting such entries as will illustrate such 
encroachments. The following one may be compared with other 
notices published in previous chapters. 

Monday, 20ih July . — The sea having for three or four days past 
gained very much upon the shore and approached near the walls, 
and this day broke down part of two piles before the sea gate, it is 
propounded to consideration by what means the encroachment may 
be prevented, and in order thereunto resolved, that the principal 
inhabitants of the place be summoned to meet on Thui’vsday next at 
four of the clock in the Fort to view the outworks and receive their 
advice. 

^‘Thursday, ZQth July . — The principal inhabitants and senior 
merohaiits having with the Cotmcil on the 28rd instant viewed the 
sea side. Ihe result is, that the sea doth plainly increase and may 
m time hazard the walls ; yet it is not admirable to stake it from 
xoint to Point, partly because the charge will be so great (supposed 
to amountj to if well done to at least Pagodas five thousand), and 
partly because it is generally doubted that it will not answer the end.” 

The following incidents illustrate the progress of public affairs. 

Saturday, Sth August, 1696. — Madrantula having ^ seized 250 
cattle in the country belonging to the shepherds of Madras, he had 
caused all to be delivered to the owners except 60 belonging to the 
shepherds who serve the Fort with butter and milk. Upon com- 
plaint made to the Nabob, Madrantula caused them also to be 
<^livered, and the shepherds returned this night with an answer 
that they had received all but three which were for the present lost.” 

“ Lettep received weekly from the spy Brahmin afc the Camp (at 
Grinjee) give an accounti that the French and Portuguese continue 
their solicitations there conoerning St. Thome, and distribute their 
Ppsents among all the considerable officers, but do not give any 
distinct account of their business and design.” 

^ We make the following extracts, not from their possessing any 
mtiinsic interest, but because they illustrate the mode of procedure 
in the Choultry and Court of Admiralty. 

Monday, 2rd The Choultry Justices having produced 

examinations taken by them concerning the murder of a child in 
the Black town, and the robbing of a godown within the walls : — it 
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is ordered that the Judge Advocate do cause a Session to be held ou 
Tuesday the 11th instant, for the trial of the criminals, and that the 
examinations be delivered to the Attorney-General in order to their 
prosecution. 

Thursday i IZth August . — The Judge reports from the Special 
Court of Admiralty held on the 11th and 12th instant, for the trial 
of several criminals, that on the 11th the Grand Jury found both 
the bills, viz., Ohinandree and Nulla Tombee accused of breaking 
into a godown and stealing a considerable quantity of Quicksilver; 
and Hosana and Pochera for murdeidng of a child in Black town : — 
the Court adjourned their trial till yesterday the i2Gh. Ohinandree 
pleaded guilty to his indictment and Nulla Tombee pleaded not 
guilty. The Court proceeded in their trial and the Petit Jury 
withdrew and returned and gave their verdict, viz., Nulla Tombee 
guilty of petty larceny, and Hosana and Pochera not guilty of the 
murder. The sentence was accordingly that Nulla Tombee should 
oil Friday next have one of his ears cut off and be whipped and 
turned out of town. Ohinandree to be executed next Wednesday at 
the usual place of execution, between the hours of eleven and twelve 
in the forenoon, being the 19bh instant, and Hosana and Pochera to 
be discharged.'* 

It is upon the question resolved in Council that Ohinandree be 
reprieved from the execution of sentence of death, and that he be 
sent to Anjango {in Travancore) to work there in irons. In the 
meantime to remain in the custody of the Marshall ; and that the 
Choultry J ustices see that the sentence of the Court be executed 
upon Nulla Tombee.” 

The Native Agency through which the Presidency of Port St, 
George made their investments in Company's goods, is largely 
illustrated by a very long entry in the Consultations of the 23ra 
April, 1696, which may be summed up in a few words. At an early- 
period, as we have already seen, Cassa Yerona was the Chief Mer- 
chant through whom the Presidency transacted its business. On the 
27feh November, 1678, it was agreed that Cassa Yerona should pay 
only half the custom of 5 per cent., which was levied on all goods 
passing into the Company’s territory by sea or land ; and this 
privilege was granted him during his employment as Chief Merchant, 
in return for he and his partners making themselves responsible to 
the Company for all the Joint Stock Merchants. Cassa Yerona died 
on the 28th March, 1680, and on the 5th April following Pedda 
Yencatadry was appointed Chief Merchant, and the business was 
managed in the same manner as in Yerona’s time. But in June, the 
same year, the Agent and Council resolved upon making a Company 
of Merchants in a Joint Stock, and offered the Chief ship of the 
Company to Pedda Yencatadry. He refused for a long time, hut at 
length consented ; and on the 12th July the regulation of the Joint 
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Sfe. Thom^, and the general progress of a€airs at Fort St George. 
Our readers will bear in mind that the hTabob Zaifikar Khan still 
continued to command the army of the Mogul, which was attempting 
the reduction of the Mahrattas at Ginjee. This interminable siege 
is but briedy noticed by Mahommedan historians, and is only 
interesting to the modern reader so far as the fortunes of the Madras 
Presidency were affected by the proceedings of the rival armies. 

The very first extract is a review of the relations between the 
Presidency and the JSTaboh Zulfikar Khan. 

Monday, lUh September , 1696.— The Kabob (Zulfikar Khan) is 
disgusted, the only apparent reason thereof is, that we did not 
comply with his demand of lending him one hundred thousand 
pagodas when Emaum Cooley came for that purpose in March last ; 
since which he hath been very unkind; whereas before he never 
denied, he has since never granted anything asked, and sought all 
occasions of quarrel, hearkening to every story and encouraging 
accusers, which not only increases the number of troublesome accusa- 
tions, but emboldens his other oiBdcers to stop and seize our goods, 
exact unusual customs, and to do all things that tend to the lessening 
of the trade and destroying our privileges. From this doth proceed 
the stop put upon wrecks at St. Thome, and detaining of fugitives.” 

The Portuguese of St. Thom^ have sent Domingo d’Coa to the 
Nabob to solicit the renting of the adjoining Aldeas (.^), and the 
confirming of the King's firmaun for enjoying St, Thom6 with 
privileges according to salabad, and liberty of the Nabob to fortify. 
The Nabob has given them a Perwanna in pursuance of said firmaun, 
though he has not granted anything accox’ding to their request. 

Hadji Mahomed Ali, the Havildav of St. Thome and Puiicat, 
hath been with the Nabob, and is confirmed in that office with the 
addition of the rent of the Poonamalee country and Junkum, though 
under the name of another. He was a merchant and understands 
and considers trade, and by a moderate government has endeavoured 
to promote it at St. Thome and Puiicat ; and though he has hitherto 
carried it fair to us, we ought to esteem him a dangerous man, who 
will take all opportunities to lessen the trade and reputation of this 
place; in order to which he hath gained so much credit and 
acquaintance with many merchants, Armenians, Mooi's, and Gentoos, 
and doubtless would draw them if he could to St. Thome. 

Our spy Brahmin at the camp advises of a Frenchman and three 
Gentoos and Brahmins, who have been there two months treating 
with the Nabob for a fortification at St. Thome ; but their real 
design is not known, nor who the persons are nor whence they came, 
but whoever they are the Nabob doth receive and hear them. 

‘‘ It is known that the King (Aurungzebe) did at first give sudden 
and rash orders against Madras, and they were revoked ; but 
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whether the Fabob hath received any since is uncertain, but his 
carriage to us gives some reason to suspect that his demand of one 
hundred thousand pagodas was the first step in order to a quarrel.” 

The following is a mere domestic matter. A century and a half 
ago beggars would appear to have been as great a nuisance in Fort 
St. George, as they now are in Black town. 

Monday, 2nd November, 1696. — There being many inconveniences 
in admitting beggars to go up and down within the walls, being 
many of them diseased persons and sometimes forty or fifty in a 
company, — it is ordered that henceforth no person be admitted to 
beg within the walls of the Christian town, and if they do the 
inhabitants are forbid to give them anything, and the officers of the 
Garrison and Peons and Corporation Officers are ordered when they 
meet with any within the walls to turn them out. But that the 
charity of those who are so disposed may not be obstructed, it is 
recommended to the Mayor and Aldermen to cause a list to be made 
of the subscriptions of said inhabitants as are inclined to give weekly, 
and to collect the same every Saturday ; and on the Monday 
following in the afternoon to cause the same to be distributed at the 
Choultry among such as really want of those who live here and have 
used to beg within the walls, whose names are to be written in a list 
and called over at the time of distribution.” 

We again return to the constant intriguing going on at the camp 
of Zulnkar Khan. 

, Saturday, J7th October . — The Kabob being within four leagues of 
this place to the northward, and there being several reports which 
makes it credible that in his return to Areot he will visit the sea 
coast, — it is resolved that a present be sent him and Wottom Chund, 
to the amount of about three hundred pagodas in such things as can 
be procured and most acceptable to them. 

Friday, ZOtli . — Two letters received from Karrain Brahmin 
wherein he advisebh that the present carried to the Nabob was 
kindy accepted, but that Wottom Chund refused his. That tliere is 
discourse in the camp of the Nabob’s giving orders to Hussan Khan 
(Foujdar of Trivalore) concerning Madras. Also a letter from Hadji 
Mahomed AH (Havildar of St. Thome and Palicat), which he hath 
received from the Nabob’s servant at the Camp, and which was 
written by the orders of Zulfikar Khan.” This last letter from the 
Nabob’s servant to the Havildar is interesting, but the opening 
paragraph is partly torn away. It appears however that the Mogul 
army under the Nabob Zulfikar Khan, had been reduced to such a 
miserable condition, that the latter had in the previous February, 
demanded the loan of a hundred thousand pagodas already alluded 
to. Here we can quote the words. *‘He (the Nabob) had sent by 
Emaum Cooley Beague, a parcel of jewels to the Captain of Ohenna* 
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patanam as a pawn for one hundred thousand pagodas, but he did 
not comply. At that time the Habob was fixed against the 
Mahrattas,. and therefore passed it by. On receipt of this letter I 
would have you go to Ohennapatanam, and procure the above 
mentioned sum of money, which will be for their benefit, but if they 
cannot pay the whole sum at once, you may allow them some time to 
pay fifteen or twenty thousand pagodas. Those people were much 
to blame in not considering rightly of it before, but you may soon 
make them sensible of their error. In case they do not take your 
advice and come into the right way, write me of it. Then that place 
shall be taken into the King’s custody, like as Pulicat and the* Sea 
Port towns, and only the Port shall remain under theirs. The 
Kabob has left at Trepassore Hussan Khan about this business. 
After I have received your answer the Nabob will send a party to 
assist Hussan Khan in the taking of the said Sea Fort town ; that 
same town produces yearly above one hundred thousand pagodas ; - 
it is no great matter to lend a year’s revenue to the Nabob. I would 
have you send me an answer with all speed. What can I write 
more?” 

An extraordinary Consultation was held on the next day, October 
31st, to take this important demand into consideration. Timapa, 
who had been Chief Merchant to the Presidency, had run away from 
Madras, and had probably conveyed dangerous imformation to the 
Nabob. Moreover a party in Madras itself were suspected of 
intriguing with Timapa ; whilst grave suspicions were entertained 
of Narraiu the spy Brahmin. The only decision however at which 
the Council arrived, was to put the place in the best possible defence. 
Two days afterwards it was I'esolved on further consideration that 

we cannot pay or lend the Nabob the sum of a hundred thousand 
pagodas,, either out of the Bight Honorable Company’s chest, nor by 
imposing a Poll-tax on the inhabitants ; nor can we admit of a 
Thasildar over the Black town ; and if the Nabob shall send an army 
as threatened to besiege the place, and compel us to compliance, we 
ought to defend the place as well as we can. But that it is better to 
prevent a siege, and the ill-consequences that will follow it, if the 
same can be done by spending a reasonable sum without rendering 
the place liable to a tribute,” 

Three days afterwards the general position of the Presidency was 
taken into consideration by the Council, both as regards the French 
and Poi tuguese as well as the Native powers. We extract the whole 
of the Consultation in question, merely requiring our readers to bear 
in mind that the English and Dutch were in alliance against the 
French; in other words that William'of Orange was still engaged in 
that tremendous war against Louis XIY for the restoration of the 
balance of power, which has been duly celebrated in the history of 
Lord Macaulay. 
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‘‘ Thursday, Ffovemher, 1696. — Upon the matter of the Consiih 
tation the Sist past. The intelligence received from the Eight 
Honorable Company concerning the French designs in India is 
considered. They advise a great quantity of ammunition and 
warlike preparations proper for land service, which is a demonstra- 
tion that these sis French ships'^ come upon a design against some 
place in India ; and though the intelligence mentions fialacca, yet 
it may be rationally supposed that the Gommanders-in-Chie£ 'have 
their private instructions for proceeding upon several designs if one 
fail ; and whatever we may guess concerning their return for Europe, 
it seems more probable that those six ships are not returned without 
any attempt or lading ; and it is safer to suppose that they are still 
in India, and that they have some design still to execute. There are 
some alignments may be urged against the probability of their 
having any design against this place or Fort St. David, as that 
the Dutch have ships-of-war in Bengal, which with the northerly 
monsoon can easily and speedily come upon them on any part of this 
coast. If the French have any regard ’to future trade they ought 
not to invade this place, because seated in the Mogul's dominions. 
But there are also some other circumstances which are matter of 
caution. It is notorious that the Portuguese are friends of the 
French, Their intentions do appear by the ready assistance given 
them at Goa, and the behaviour of our neighbours*" at St, Thom^ ever 
since the arrival of Francisco Lniz under the character of Captain 
General, and with a private Commission ; but there doth not appear 
any business he had to do here, unless he came to serve the French 
designs ; and if there be any reality in what the spy Brahmin has so 
often wrote from the Gamp, concerning a Frenchman running up 
and down privately to the Nabob, and his officers soliciting against 
Madras, it may be easily thought that the St. Thome Portuguese are 
joined in the Council. Besides, the Eight Honorable Company's 
instructions that in case the French coming against us to procure 
assistance from the Mooi'’s armies. But if the French shall prevail 
with the Moors, either to join with oi' connive at their attemnting 
against the place, between ourselves and the Mogul, our case would 
be much more the worse against two enemies. It may be objected 
that it is very probable that the Nabob cannot m.ake war against 
this place without the King's order. But it may be also considered 
-that be (Zulfikar Khan) hath frequently done greater things than 
that, not only without but against the King's order. He has impri- 
soned Cambuksh the King's son ; 'and though the King for a time 
did express resentment, yet there followed no eficect. He hath been 
frequently ordered to take Ginjee, and it hath been in his power to 

^ No previous notice of these six French ships have been found in the Eecords. 
The case appears to have been that these ships were sent out, hut that it was 
doubtful what their designs really were. 
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do ifc and destroy all the Mahrattas in the country; but instead of 
that it appears plain that he hath joined Council with them, and 
notwithsEanding all the endeavours of his enemies, his father still 
prevails at Court to keep the Nabob in his Government. And if he 
hath an interest to defend himself against so potent enemies, be can 
more easily baffle any complaints that we can make to the king. 
And it is in his power, if he be so inclined, to trouble and plague ns, 
and to raise new impositions to the stopping all business ; and it will 
not be in our power to procure a remedy at last, but by the same 
means that he and his offlcers now aim at, that is by a more consider- 
able present.’’ 

Thursday, December * — Letters and travellers that came from 

the King’s camp fifteen days past, advise that the King is, by reason 
of a plague which had destroyed 95,000 men, removed with his camp 
to Collabnrriga, standing in the midst between Vizagapatam and 
Golconda. That Sultan Akbar is come with an army from Persia on 
this side Candahar, upon which the King hath sent orders to Shah 
Allum to stop his further proceeding ; and hath order "JDider Bnkbsli 
to Ginjee, and Zulfikar Khan to follow after Santojee into the Mysore 
country ; in pursuance of which Zulfikar Khan is already gone as 
far as Punniguiida, 50 leagues from hence.’^ 

Before proceeding farther ifc will be as well to glance at the 
contemporary condition of St. Thome, which may be fully gathered 
from the following extracts from General Letters to England, dated 
2695. 

** The inhabitants of St. Thome continue under their subjection to 
the Moor’s Government, and are generally reduced to great poverty, 
having to no purpose spent large sums for getting the Government 
into their own hands, and are miserably divided among themselves, 
but yet retain their great pride, which makes them talk pertly upon 
every slight occasion. Their present great news is that the King of 
Portugal has made a Company at Goa, to whom is limited the trade 
of India; . . . but the opinion here is that the stock is Prench 
money, and the chief design is the provision of saltpetre, which the 
Dutch will not suffer the Portuguese, nor any other nation, to export 
from Bengal except the English.” 

In the latter end of May 1695, arrived a ship from Goa at St. 
Thome, upon which came aFidalgo, Francisco Luiz, a relation of the 
Viceroy’s, who is called Captain General of the coast. Upon the Isfc 
June be summoned the inhabitants and read his Commission, the 
purport whereof is said to be that the Viceroy gives him power to 
manage ail business on the coast of Coromandel, and requires all 
the subjects of the king of Portugal to obey and assist him in the 
execution of his instructions which are hitherto kept private. Two 
things are reported, the setting up of an Inquisition Office at St. 
Thom^, and the calling all Portuguese to St. Thome under pain of 
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treason. He has brought with him Commissions for a Captain of 
war by sea, and a Captain of the land forces. So that the Fidalgo’s 
greater business is supposed to be the gaining of an addition to the 
stock of the new Company at Goa. The inhabitants of St. Thome 
are greatly disgusted and much divided among themselves ; and the 
wiser sort laugh at these bravadoes, while they see themselves so 
much under the power and strict watch of the Moors, that a few days 
since the Havildar made a Proclamation round the town, that no. 
Portuguese should wear a sword without the walls of St. Thome. 
There appears no reason yet to take any public notice of their 
proceedings, but knowing their good will to us we shall watch their 
motions/’ 

Upon these matters the Court of Directors commented in a 
General Letter bearing date, 26th January, 1698. 

The account you give us of the Portuguese ' Fidal go, and their 
servile condition under the Moor’s Government, is an -ananswerable 
proof that St. Thomd is not likely to prejudice Fort St. George by 
its neighbourhood, or that any person tinder our protection worth 
any thing, would, to escape paying our duties, desert Madras to 
inhabit there. It is the free enjoyment of liberty and property that 
makes onr territories worth courting, were the taxes double what 
they are ; there being no danger of the capricious and changeable 
humours of every domineering Havildar ; and doubtless the Moors 
are the same perfidious, insulting, imperious tyrants in all places as 
at St. Thome.” 

The reader will now be in a position to understand the progress of 
events at St, Thome, as illustrated by the following extracts from 
the Consultations. 

Friday, Sill Jamiary^ 1697 ^ — Yesterday the King’s Dewan, and 
this day the King’s Buxee from Arcot, arrived at St. Thome ; to 
• each of whom sent two bottles Kose-water and a glass bubble buMe 
with a compliment. 

Monday^ llth . — The Dewan and Buxee this day employed coolies 
in pulling down three of the points at St. Thome ; the reason whereof 
is said to be because the Portuguese have not presented them since 
their arrival. 

Sunday, 17tK — Spies from St. Thome have ever since the llth 
instant daily advised, that the Moors go on in pulling down the 
fortifications, whereof five points and the gate demolished ; and 
to-day they begun upon the wall, carrying the brick and stone to a 
place where the Havildar is going to build a house ; they have also 
taken down the Flag-stafi, and this day visited one of the churches. 
The Dewan this day sent ten camels and a coach to fetch, to 
St. Thome his household staff and lumber, which he lodged here 
about seven months ago. 
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“ Monday, StJi February . — The Bewan having from St. Thome 
sent a present to the Governor in silks to the value of about thirty 
pagodas, and he being to depart for the camp to-morrow morning, — 
it is ordered that a present of about sixty pagodas value be returned, 
whereof the Governor pays thirty pagodas, and the rest on Eight 
Honorable Company’s account.” 

The next incident is one which will interest onr local antiquarians. 

Monday, 2btJi January, 1697. — The Choultry by age extremely 
decayed, and the walls so weak that s^me prisoners have made their 
escape by breaking through, and the Prisons being too few and small 
for that service,— >it is resolved that the whole Choultry be taken 
down and rebuilt, viz., upon tbe ground the Choultry now stands 
upon, and the ground of a house belonging to an old Committee 
widow, adjoining to the north side of the Choultry; which house 
and ground Mr. Barwell and Mr. Wright are ordered to purchase, 
by causing the house to be valued, and tbe value to be paid her, or 
laid out in building another house for the widow in some spare 
ground near the burying place. And that in the meantime the 
Choultry business done in the large shop over against the middle 
Gate, which about five years ago was rented by Mulla Mossura, and 
is the place of the daily rendezvous of many Persians and Moors ; 
and that so many of the small shops adjoining be made use of for 
prisons as occasion requires.” 

Tbe next extract shows that the Missionary elEort of the Directors, 
in behalf of the Portuguese and slaves, was proceeding but slowly. 

** Thursday, 26th February, 1697. — The Eight Honorable Company 
ordering that the Portuguese Common Prayer Books be distributed 
for the use of tbe Portuguese inhabitants in such a manner as will 
best tend to the propagation of the Protestant religion, it is ordered 
that the same be all delivered to Mr, Lewis (the Chaplain) to be 
kept in the Church Library, and by him distributed to such, of the 
Portuguese as desire and understand them ; and because there are at 
present but few such, it is ordered that he lend one of them to any 
of the Eight Honorable Company’s servants or married inhabitants, 
especially such as have in their families Portuguese servants or slaves, 
who speak the language. But there being but seventy-two books 
now sent (the rest being to follow) Mr. Lewis is to keep a list of the 
persons to whom they are lent, who are to subscribe their names 
in the list under a title obliging them to return the books when 
demanded under tbe penalty of paying one pagoda each.” 

The following incident illustrates the habits of some of our pre- 
decessors in the matter of drinking and duelling. 

Monday, Isi April, 1697. — Mr, Cheesely having in a Punch-house 
upon a quarrel of words drawn his sword (but were parted and put 
up without any mischief done) and being taxed therewith, he doth 
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■both o-wn and justify the drawing of the sword, and alleges that he 
had received provoking language which he thought himself obliged 
to resent. Mr. Oheesely is thereupon ordered not to wear a sword 
while here, and acquainted that by the law of this place whoever 
gives or receives a challenge is to pay 200 Pagodas.” 

During this year, and daring many previous years, the proceed- 
ings of interlopers had cansed great anxiety and irritation at Port 
St. George. Many were seized and tried as pirates in the Court 
of Admiralty ; but the proceedings are so briefly recorded that we 
have hitherto found none worthy of extract. The following entry 
however illustrates the anxiety of the President and Conncil to 
prevent such trading in India; and farther on the reader will also 
find a lengthy detail of the proceedings which followed the arrival of 
an interloper at St. Thome. 

Friday y Uh Junsy 1697. — The Armenians having promised in 
Gonsaication to sign a writing for not trading with interlopers, which 
being deferred for two days, the Lieutenant-General (Higginson) 
sent the Dabash to remind them of their promise ; and after several 
consultations and debates among themselves, this morning they 
brought one paper in Armenian signed, and afterwards another in 
English signed, the copy whereof follows, viz. 

We, the subscribers Armenians here present this day in Fort 
St. George, by these presents, do give our word and promise unto 
the Honorable Hatbaniel Higginson, Esquire, Lieutenant-General of 
India and Governor of Fort St. George and Council, that we are 
obliged from this day forward in whatsoever Port we shall meet 
with any interloper, we nor none of us hereunder subscribed will by 
any manner of way, or by any means, have any dealing, trade, tra,ffio, 
or contract, with any such interloper nor any of their people. And 
in respect to the Right Honorable English East India Company, in 
whatsoever Port we or any of ns shall encounter with any interloper, 
we hereby oblige ourselves and every one of us, to give advice and 
notice to all other Armenians not to deal, trade, traffic, or contract 
with them ; but whereas there are many people of other nations who 
obey not their King, so we Armenians, having no King, Company, 
nor Superior, but are free trading Merchants independent of any, so 
we conceive ourselves no ways answerable for the actions of others of 
our nation to which we are no ways liable,” 

(Signed by nine Armenians.) 

The following extract will explain itself. 

“ Thursdmjy ^nd September, 1697. — The Kabob (Zulfikar Khan) 
being lately returned from his victory over Tanjore to Wandewash, 
and since his return taken old Ginjee, and being about marrying, — 
it is thought a convenient time to send him a present; and the 
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rather because our frequent advices and reports from several parts, 
of the ITafoob’s design to send an army to visit the sea coast, and 
hath now sent All Buksh his own servant to be chief Junkamer and 
Benter of Poonaraalee country, who doth already discover his inten- 
tions to be troublesome, pretending special orders from the llTabob. 
Besolved that a present be forthwith sent to the value of one thousand 
pagodas, and two hundred pagodas for Emaum Cooley.” 

In October this year, the Junkameer attempted to collect large 
customs from goods passing through Tripiicane and Tandore for 
Madras; and some spy Peons gave information to the President and 
Council that he was supported by the head Poligar of the neighbour- 
hood, and that a ground for quarrel was anxiously desired. On the 
11th of the month we find the following entry in the Consultation 
book. “ By daily complaints of merchants and others going and 
coming, it appears that this Junkameer doth at ail his meets demand 
from 5 to 20 per cent, for money and jewels, for which they search 
all travellers ; and for ail sorts of provisions that pass to the Camp ; 
and the half a quarter value of provisions that are brought from the 
country this way ; and hath caused an account to be taken of all 
trees, gardens, and fruits, and demands the half ; and also demands 
half of the calicoes made by the weavers ; and hath killed three or 
four men by beating with clubs ; upon which many country inhabit- 
ants are fled. 

** ilesolved to await till we see the issue of the letter and present 
sent the Nabob ; and in the meantime to avoid all acts of hostility 
except forced thereunto for our own defence ; and that sixty peons 
be sent to guard Tandore, and forty to Tripiicane, with the like 
orders.”' . 

“ Tuesday, \%th October . — The Governor having yesterday wrote to 
Mr. Barweli to bring his family and all the English from the Mount, 
this evening at nine o’clock received a note from him advising that, 
as he was coming with his family to town, they were stopped by the 
Junkameers a little beyond Tripiicane, and that he would retire to a 
neighbouring town and await for farther orders. 

“ The Governor thereupon ordered 40 peons and 30 soldiers to go 
and conduct him to town, but as they were ready to go, Mr. Barweli 
came to the Gates, being by order of the Chief Junkameer permitted 
to come, but adviseth that the rest could not come from the Mount 
for want of cooliesi At the same time came a letter from a servant 
of the Junkameer to Eamapa advising to a reconciliation ; in answer 
to which Eamapa was ordered to write that when he returned the 
Company’s goods which he had robbed, his proposals should be 
delivered to the Governor.” 

Some days elapsed before the matter was accommodated, but 
meantime President Higginson was advised that the present to 
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Zuliikar Khaa had been received, and tliafe consequently he might 
rely to some extent on the favour of the ISTabob, At length the 
Junkameer returned all the goods he had taken, and the roads to 
Madras were once again open for the passage of travellers and 
merchandize. 

The following is historical. 

*• Tmsday^ 26th October, 1697. — The Spy Brarain from the camp of 
2ulfikar Khan adviseth that the Mabob hath sent the Mahratta 
Prince, Bama Bajah’s son to Ginjee, and hath sent Bama Bajah 
word that the Mogul doth not approve of his proposals, bat hath 
ordered him to take Ginjee and that he intends to go in a few days. 
Beported that Bama Bajah being lately dead, the Mabrafctas are 
going to conquer the country, which may delay their coming into 
these parts.’’ In January, 1698, advices reached Madras that Zulfikar 
Khan had taken Ginjee, and a congratulatory letter with presents 
was accordingly dispatched to the Nabob, 

The following incidents which befel the Factory at Anjengo, and 
Fort St. David, will illustrate the dangers which occasionally befel 
the smaller Agencies of the Company. Anjengo is a small sea port 
on the Malabar coast, about eighty miles to the north of Cape 
Comorin. Attinga, the chief residence of the Tamburretties, . or 
Princesses of Travancore, lay in the immediate neighbourhood. 
In 1684 the Company had obtained permission from the Queen of 
Attinga to fortify Anjengo, and a small strip of land round it. The 
following extract from the Consultations of Fort St. George tells its 
own story, 

Ifonday, 16th November . — Letters from Anjengo received yester- 
day advising that they have had two engagements with the Queen’s 
forces sent to turn them out of the country as pirates ; in the latter 
whereof they slew the Nair Captain, routed his men, proceeded to 
burn the Moors town, and all the houses between that and the Fort, 
and retreated without the loss of one man. That they expect a 
further assault, and if the Natives can at any time, in peace or war, 
by fair means or foul, enter the Fort, they will cut all off; and 
tfierefore for security of their lives and of the Fort, they desire a 
supply of soldiers, guns, ammunition, and provision and stores.” 
The request was granted. 

‘‘ Sunday, 2Qth February . — General Letter from Fort St. David 
received this day giving an account, that Selim Khan sent a letter to 
the President of Fort St. David, desiring that nine ox load of the 
King’s treasure passing to the Camp, might remain one night in 
Ottddalore for security, which being brought in by some horsemen 
on the 17th in the afternoon, said horsemen next morning seized 
Porto Novo Gate, wounding a corporal ; and another party coming 
to their assistance, they also seized on Gheliumbrum Point, robbed 
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the Baisaar, and carried away three elephants. But a party of men 
being sent from the Fort to the assistance of the guard at Cnddalore, 
the Moors were beaten out of the town with the loss of eight men 
killed, five taken prisoners, and six horses ; there being killed one 
Dutchman a soldier, and Captain Tracy a volunteer, and five or six 
soldiers wounded; and that Selim Khan was in person with the 
routed party about seven miles off.” 

The President and Council had now to consider whether this 
design of Selim Khan had been attempted with or without the 
knowledge of the Nabob Zulfikar Khan ; but they do not appear to 
have arrived at any definite conclusion, and simply resolved to send 
assistance to Cuddalore and a letter of complaint to the Nabob, 
Shortly afterwards, news arrived that Selim Khan had made a 
second attempt upon Cuddalore, and had been again repelled ; upon 
which the President and Council then arrived at the following 
conclusion. The second attempt gives ground to suspect that it is 
done by the Nabob’s order ; though reports give a probable account 
of an irreconcilable quarrel between the Nabob and Dawood Khan 
(the brother of Selim Khan), who carries on the conquest of Ginjee 
country in opposition to the Nabob,” 

The following curious record of the happy results of drinking a 
bowl of punch with a pirate crew is worthy of preservation. 

** Wednesday i 5th April , — The Sedgwick,” Captain Watts, Com- 
mander, arrived from Anjengo. The Master acquaints that in going 
to Anjengo he was pursued by Kidd the pirate three days and three 
nights,* and with great difficulty escaped, it being calm and Kidd 
outrowing him ; and that in his return from Anjengo he was taken 
by another pirate, Chivers a Dutchman, in the Algerine Galley near 
Cape Comorin, which with her excellent sailing and rowing fetched 
up the Sedgwick” in nine hours. The cargo of pepper not being for 
their turn, they dismissed the ship, after they had robbed her of her 
two courses, sheet cable, anchor, cordage, pitch, tar, and other stores; 
though several of the ship’s Company, being mightily taken with the 
‘‘Sedgwick’s” build and usefulness for a cruiser. Captain Watts 
with great dilEculty prevailed to save her by a merry management 
of a bowl of punch among the ship’s Company, upon which they said 
he is an honest fellow, let him go.” 

The following record of the lengthy proceedings which followed 
the arrival of an interloper at St. Thome is so illustrative of the 
times that we give it in extenso. 

“ Friday i Wth June^ 1698. — A ship came into St. Thome road with 
an English ensign, but showed no jack; and in the evening the 
Doctor and Purser came ashore to the Captain More Lucas Luisj his 
house, and gave out that they came from Batavia and the South Seas, 
were bound for Bengal, and called at St. Thome for wood and water^ 


178 


mSTOBY OF MADRAS. 


[1692-98. 


the ship's name being the “ Eesolution." Captain Ethei'ington, 
Commander. But a letter from a Portuguese at St. Thome advises 
that she was suspected to be a Pirate. Several peons and spies were 
ordered to bring intelligence of what passed at St. Thome, and to 
observe who had correspondence with them, and the chief peons 
ordered to keep a good watch. 

Sunday^ I2th . — In the evening advised that Joache John 
Domingo Matter, and Francisco de Saa, had been this day aboard 
the ship to treat about trucking saltpetre for sugai'. 

** Several Fort St. George dubasbes having been at St. Tbora^ 
were, as they returned in the evening, brought by the peons to the 
Governor and sent to the trunk to deter others. 

** Monday, — The following advices have been received 

concerning the English ship at St. Thom6, viz. That on Sunday the 
Doctor and Purser were treating with Francisco Mendez for saltpetre, 
who sent two Portuguese aboard with musters to truck for sugar. 
The Doctor and Purser returning in the evening brought two hats 
and a basket of wine as a present to Lucas Luiz at whose bouse they 
lodge, and a bag of dollars. Some Portuguese have also written 
that they suspect them to be Pirates, because they refuse to bring 
goods, or to let people go aboard, and offer SO great guns for sale, 
and the Captain keeps aboard. 

“ Eesolved that the following orders be published in English, 
Portuguese, Gentoo, and Malabar. 

** That no European inhabitant go out of the bounds of Madras- 
without leave of the Governor or second of Council. 

“ That all European strangers, coming by sea or land, do repair to 
the Governor immediately, and in the case of omission, to be secured 
in the Guard till examined. 

That no inhabitant do entertain any stranger whatsoever in their 
houses, without notice given and leave obtained from the Governor, 
or Chief Justice of the Choultry. 

** That no person whatsoever, inhabitant of this place, hold any 
correspondence, directly or indirectly, with any person belonging to 
the ship now in St. Thome road, which arrived there on the 11th 
instant with English colours, under pain of a month's imprisonment, 
or so long as the said ship shall remain on this coast, and fine not 
exceeding 500 Pagodas. And it is further declared, that if any of 
the Eight Honorable Company's servants be guilty of a breach of 
this order, they shall forthwith be dismissed the Company's service." 

Oojee Gregorie, Gojee Peinfis, and Cojee Saffur, the principal 
Armenians of this place, being sent for were acquainted that, they 
having formerly given a writing not to deal with interlopers, and 
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there being now a ship come to St. Thom4 wearing English colours, 
not known whether Interloper or Pirate, but she not belonging to 
the Company, — it is expected that in compliance with said writing, 
they hold no manner of correspondence with them, and that they 
take care the rest of their nation observe the said orders, — which 
they promised to comply with. 

Antonio Periera de Silva, commonly called Joache, a Portuguese 
inhabitant of this place, having been on board the ship at St. Thomd 
yesterday, and being suspected by the slight account he gives, that 
he designs to drive a trade with them, and the likeliest man to carry 
it on for himself and others, to prevent which he was committed to 
the custody of the Marshall till further order. 

** Joache Domingo de Matter, a Portuguese inhabitant of St. 
Thome, having been yesterday aboard the ship treating about sugar 
and saltpetre, and coming to town, being concerned in a ship in this 
road and bound for Bengal, — came and acquainted that he went upon 
the request of the Havildar (of vSt. Thome) to know whether the 
ship was a Pirate, and also upon Mr. Styleman^s (second of Council) 
orders to him to enquire news ; whereof he gave him notice on 
Saturday night by a letter, and now came to give a further account. 
That he pretended to treat for trucking saltpetre for sugar, but 
observed that few men did appear, and no arms above deck ; and 
being desirous to buy a fowling piece, they would not su:Ser him to 
go down to see them, but caused them to be brought up, and that by 
many circumstances he suspected them to be Pii^ates. That he made 
no bargain, nor did not intend it, though be and his uncle are 
concerned 2-5ths in 3000 maund of saltpetre now lying in St. Thome, 
wherein Francisco de Mendez and Francisco de Saa (son-in-law of 
John Battista) are also concerned. And he now gave a writing in 
500 Pagodas penalty, in behalf of himself and uncle, that the salt- 
petre should not be sold to said ship. 

‘*It is upon this occasion resolved that if Francisco de Mendez, or 
Francisco de Saa, or any other Portuguese inhabitant of St. Thome, 
shall buy or sell with the said ship, they shall not be admitted for 
the future to come into Madras, nor have any dealings with any 
inhabitant of Madras. 

Mr. Merevell and Mr. Lovell having been on Saturday last at 
St. Thome in company with some persons belonging to the ship, 
they were sent for, and upon examination give the following account. 

“That Mr. Mayor, Captain Parham, and themselves, about five 
o'clock on Saturday in the evening, went out in palanquins to take 
the air ; and going through St. Thome were invited by Senhor Lucas 
Luiz to drink a glass of wine ; which invitation they accepted of, 
and at their coming into his house found two Englishmen (strangers 
to them all) there ; and upon enquiry what ship it was and from 
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whence she came, they answered the Besolution/’ Captain Ether- 
ington, Commander, from the South Seas and Batavia; they there- 
np'on, imagining them to be interlopers, immediately took their 
leaves and came away.” 

**Oolloway Chetty, Bngga Chetty and Servoria, were sent for, 
and particularly admonished not to have any dealings with the 
people belonging to the ship at St. Thome.” 

The same day two letters were dispatched by the Presidency of 
Fort St. George, one to the Havildar of St. Thome and the other to 
Senhor Lucas Luiz, Captain More of St. Thome. We give them at 
length. 

**To THE Haviluae OF St. Thome. 

I am informed that two days past a ship came into St. Thom4 road with 
English colours, and that the St. Thom^ people do trade with them for 
saltpetre and provisions. I know not what they are ; or who they belong 
to, or whence they came. But I know they do not belong to the English 
Company, and therefore if any damage shall follow to the King s people or 
their ships, the English Company is not answerable. You have heard of 
[Pirates upon the sea, whose evil intentions have been unjustly charged to 
the English Company, who have sneered more by them than any others. You 
will do well to consider. I write this that neither you.nor I may he blamed. 

Nathaniei. Higginson. 

To Senhoe Lucas Luiz, Captain Moee of St. Thome. 

We are informed that two days past a ship came into St. Thom^ road 
with English colours ; and that you entertain the people belonging to that 
ship in your house ; and that they are buying saltpetre and provisions of 
your people. We know not what they are, or who they belong to, or whence 
they came. But we know they do not belong to the English Company, 
and therefore if any damage shall follow to yourselves, or the Mogul’s people, 
or their ships, the English Company is not answerable. But we hereby 
declare you, and all those that do abet and assist them, answerable for all 
damages. And if you shall now do the Honorable English Company so great 
mischief by entertaining trade with and assisting that ship, we shall hold 
ourselves discharged from the rules of friendship which, we have hitherto 
observed ; and shall further think ourselves obliged to prosecute such methods 
as are proper towards those who openly act so injurionsly to the Eight 
Honorable Company, and to those who are much inclined to be 

Your ready friends, 

Nathaniel Higginson, 

JOHE StYLEMAN, 

&c, 

Tuesday^ lUli , — Beceived a letter from the Captain More of St. 
Thomd, dated this day, wherein he excuses the reception of the 
English belonging to the ship as a matter of common hospitality to a 
nation in friendship with Portugal, coming for water and provisions ; 
and denies that the natives have trade for saltpetre, but if they shaii 
trade it will be with the natives or the Qovernor.^’ 
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” Brought ashore from the Besolation,” and carried to Lucas 
Lniz his house, a newry and four yards of broadcloth for a present 
for the Havildar, a hamper of wine, bundle of white paper, and 
muster of sugar ; and sent 14 or 16 butts of water. 

‘‘ Eeceived a General Letter from Francisco de Mendez and 
Francisco de Saa, from St. Thome, promising not to truck saltpetre 
for sugar with the English ship at St. Thome.” 

Two days afterwards the excitement produced by the arrival of the 
interloper appears to have been nearly over ; for on the 1 6th we find 
the following short entry in the Consultation book : — “ This afternoon 
the English ship sailed out of St. Thome road to the northwards.” 
On the i8th a peon brought word that the Besolution” had anchored 
in Pulicat road ; but the Dutch refused to trade with her, and she 
disappeared from the coast. 

The last few months of President Higginson’s Governorship were 
occupied by a long and tedious effort to get satisfactory purwannas 
from the Nabob Zulfikar Khan, but before they were obtained, Mr. 
Higginson had made way for Mr. Thomas Pitt, as appears from the 
following entry. 

. “ Wednesday^ %tli Julyt 1698. — At nine o’clock this morning, a ship 
with a pennant came to anchor in the road, which being taken down 
and a flag hoisted, Mr. Empson was sent a board to know the meaning. 
Some time after the Catfiamaran brought a letter directed to the 
President and Council of Fort St. George signed “ Thomas Pitt,” 
acquainting he was appointed President and Governor for the Bight 
Honorable Company’s affairs in these parts. Whereupon the Council 
being summoned it was agreed to defer giving an answer till Mr. 
Empson’s return.” 




CI3CA.HTEJK XV, 

GOYEENOESHIP OP MR. THOMAS PITT. 

1698—1702. 

Mr. Nathaniel Higginson seems to have been the first Governor of 
Madras on record, who retired from the Presidency without a stain 
upon his name. After a careful perusal of the many volumes of 
records referring to his Government, we can find none of those 
charges and insinuations which were so frequent during the 
administration of his predecessors. He was however violently 
opposed by one of the members of his Council, a Mr. William 
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Fraser and in consequence of the abuse which he received from 
this gentleman, he prayed the Directors to permit him to retire 
from the Government. The prayer was granted, and in July 1698 he 
handed over the keys of the Fort to his successor, after holding the 
Office of President for six years.f The event is thus noticed in the 
Consultation books ; by which also it will be seen that the desired 
purwanna from Fort St. David had at last been procured from the 
ITabob Zulhkar Khan. 

Thimdayt 7ili My, 1698.— The Honorable Thomas Pitt, Esq., 
coming ashore about nine o’clock this morning produced bis 
Commission, dated 5th January 1698, appointing him President for 
the Eight Honorable Company’s affairs on the coast of Coromandel 
and Orissa, and of the Ginjee and Mahratta countries, and Governor 
of Fort St. George and Fort St. David ; . . , which being read, the 
late Lieutenant-General Higginson did resign the Chair, and deliver 
the keys of the Fort to the said Thomas Pitt, Esq. 

The Council acquainted the President of the treaty depending 
with the Habob relating to Fort St. David, and of the necessity of a 
speedy resolution. Amir Jeban the Armenian vakeel having by his 
two last letters acquainted that the Nabob had condescended to the 
granting of the desired purwannas, and that the purwannas were 
ready, and desired that ten thousand pagodas might be presently 
sent, otherwise the opportunity of getting the purwannas will be 
lost, because the Nabob' is designed in a few days against Tanjore, 
and Amir Jeban himself is sick and cannot stay.” “ It was accord- 
ingly resolved that Amir J ehan should proceed in the matter^ and 
that eight thousand pagodas should be sent to him.” 

The next incident refers partly to the administration of Mr. 
Higginson and partly to that of Mr. Pitt. It is a curious instance 
of interference in private affairs, concerning which some of our 
readers may possibly form conflicting opinions. 

Monday, ^7tlh June, 1698.— There being a report that Mr. Henry 
Dobyns was privately married to Mrs. Rachel Baker, he was sent 
for and examined, and doth declare that he is married to her by a 
Eomish Priest; who he is informed is now gone to Bengal, but 
refuses to tell time, place, or person, or produce a certificate ; where- 
upon he was ordered not to go out of the Fort without leave. 

** Thursday, ^Oth. — Mr. Dobyns being further examined concerning 
his private marriage, doth allege that he is under the obligation of 

This gentleman was subsequently appointed Chief at Port St. David, and 
eleven years after the retirement of Mr. Higginson, he became President of 
Port St. George. 

f Mr. Higginson and family returned to England in February 1700. His 
predecessor Elihu Yale set sail in 1600. 
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an oath not to discover the persons present at this marriage ; and 
that the Priest who married them is gone for Bengal, and therefore 
cannot prove his marriage by witnesses or certificate, and offers their 
own oaths. 

** Eesolved, that till Mr. Dobyns doth prove his marriage he be 
not permitted to live with the woman as man and wife; and to 
prevent their cohabitation, he now declaring his request that he may 
return to England by the first ship. That in the meantime he either 
proceed for Fort St. David, or remain in the Fort without liberty of 
going out into her company till the marriage be proved, which is 
referred to his own choice. 

“ The foregoing being read to Mr. Dobyns, he chooses to remain 
in the Fort.” 

Saturday, 9th July. — Mr. Dobyns being sent for and farther 
examined concerning his marriage, doth now produce two witnesses, 
Mr. John Sewell and Mrs. ^.nne Masters, who do both affirm upon 
oath that they saw Henry Dobyns and Each el Baker married by a 
person in the habit of a Portuguese Padre, some time within two 
months past. He is therefore ordered to be discharged from his 
present confinement, but what punishment to be indicted is referred 
to further consideration,” The matter seems to have been afterwards 
dropped. 

The war with France had been concluded in 1697 by the peace of 
Eyswick, and in 1698 the news reached Fort St. George, as appears 
from the following entry. 

Monday, IWi July . — Eesolved that to-morrow morning at eleven 
o’clock, the proclamation of Peace between England and France be 
read with the usual solemnity at the inner Fort Gates, and after- 
wards at all the Gates of the city. And that the Eight Honorable 
Company’s Commission appointing the Honorable Thomas Pitt, Esq., 
President, etc., be read at the new Garden after dinner, all the Eight 
Honorable Company’s servants and freemen being invited to a treat 
there by the Governor,” 

Our next extract, is one of many which illustrate the bad characters 
of che soldiers brought out from England. 

Friday, Ordered that Eichard Okell who came out a 

corporal, and was formerly a soldier in this garrison, where he killed 
a man in exercising, and stabbed another at Fort St. David, and 
afterwards endeavoured to entice the soldiers to run away to the 
Moors, be sent home by the first ship, and that in the meantime he 
remain in the custody of the Marshall.” 

The purwanna obtained from the Nabob afforded^ considerable 
satisfaction to the Presidency of Fort St. George, as will be seen by 
our next extract. 
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Saturday f lOtk September,— At four o’clock this afternoon tlie 
President and Council went to tke Garden, accompanied by several 
of the Eight Honorable Company’s servants and inhabitants, English, 
Armenians, and Gentoos; where, upon the receipt of the Nabob’s 
pnrwanna, and the purwanna from the Dewan, was dred 15 and 11 
guns,” ■ . 'V ■ 

The following accouniof a quarrel between two of the officers of 
the garrison is not without interest. 

Saturday, ist October, — There arising some words this afternoon 
between Lieutenant Sinclair and Lieutenant Seaton which at last 
came to blows, Lieutenant Sinclair came now and acquainted the 
Governor and Council that Lieutenant Seaton called him coward and 
struck him. Lieutenant Seaton being sent for, and the reason of 
their difference demanded, answers that there did pass some foolish 
language between them, but disowns that he did strike Lieutenant 
Sinclair. Mr. Stone and Mr. Matthews who were present, being 
also sent for, were enquired of whether they knew the occasion of 
their difference \ but both declared that they only heard some words 
pass between them at the Sea Gate, and that afterwards near the 
inner Eort- Gate they saw some blows pass, but know not which struck 
first.” Lieutenant Seaton was accordingly dismissed the service, 
but was subsequently reinstated on petition. A similar punishment 
and reinstatement bad befallen this officer on many previous occa- 
sions. He appears to have been a brave man and a good commandant, 
but^to have been somewhat addicted to drunkenness and eccentricity. 

The following case of desertion is by no means a solitary one in 
tbe early annals of Fort St. George, 

“ Thursday i — The Governor acquaints that on Tuesday last 

about eight o’clock at night, Captain Sinclair came and acquainted 
him that a Corporal and Sentinel were run away from their guard at 
St. Thome Gate with their arms, and with them a Piper. Where- 
upon he ordered eight soldiers and a Serjeant with twenty peons to 
pursue them ; who returning between ten and eleven the same night, 
brought the three soliders back with them, having taken them near 
Triplksane after some resistance, wherein one man was wounded by 
a shot in the thigh, and another with a sword.” The prisoners were 
committed to tbe custody of the Marshall, to be tided by Court 
Martial, but the result is. not recorded. 

The history of Eoman Catholic Missions in the East is illustrated 
by the following extract. 

” Saturday, January 1 1,699. — Padre Joanni Francisco Pouqnet, 

a Jesuit, appearing before us this day in Council, did make a demand 
of 1,300 dollars which was carried by two of their Order with them 
on ship Loyal Captain/’ Captain Elred Commander, bound for 
China; but the said two Padres going on shore at Malacca, were 
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there seized by the Dutch and sent to Europe; but the dollars 
were carried on the ship for China, and afterwards delivered by 
Captain Eired to Captain Heath ot the “ Defence ” He was desired to 
acquaint us what power he had for making said demand. In answer 
to which he produces a Commission, dated 22nd January 1698, signed 
by Jacobus Le Picart, Chief of the Order of Jesuits in France; 
which being read, it doth thereby appear that he is appointed Chief 
of all the Mission of that Order in China, and consequently has 
thereby a sufficient power to demand and receive said dollars, as 
being a part of the stock of that Mission.” It appeared that Captain 
Heath had only mentioned the receipt of 800 dollars ; accordingly 
that amount was paid over to the Jesuit Padre, and a request for 
further instructions as to the remainder of the sum claimed was sent 
home to the Court of Directors. 

About this time the Danish Settlement at Tranquebar was in 
considerable peril, as appears from the following entry. 

Wednesday, Isi March, 1699. — A General Letter from the 
Governor and Council of Tranquebar being translated was read ; 
wherein they give an account of their being close besieged by the 
King of Tanjore’s forces, consisting of 14,000 horse and foot, which 
daily increased ; taking the advantage of their Fort being weakly 
manned, by sparing so many of their garrison soldiers to their ships 
for their security against the Pirates ; and therefore earnestly 
request us to assist them with men, arms, and ammunition, the 
charge whereof they promise thankfully to repay. 

The same being taken into consideration as a matter of great 
importance, and may prove of ill consequence to the Eight Honorable 
Company’s interest in these parts ; if once these Princes should take 
a garrison from Europeans, it may induce them upon every slight 
occasion to attempt the same upon us here, or at Fort St. David, the 
latter having been lately assaulted and is near Tranquebar. 
Therefore in consideration, not only of the strict alliance between the 
two Crowns of Great Britain and Denmark, as well as the strengthen* 
ing the Eight Honorable Company’s interest in these parts, expecting 
suitable returns from them if ever this place or Fort St. Davia 
should fall under the like circumstances ; — it is unanimously agreed 
and resolved that we give them our utmost assistance, and in order, 
thereunto that the ship Sedgwick” be hired to carry them aids, 
provisions, and ammunition, and that five thousand pagodas be sent 
them by peons overland.” Two months afterwards the Governor 
and Council at Tranquebar dispatched a General Letter to Fort St* 
Geoi’ge wherein they express a grateful acknowledgment of our 
kind assistance,, and promise on all occasions readily to retaliate the 
same ; and advise to having returned suck part of the ammunition 
sent them as is unspent, and to have ordered Mr. Afflaek to make full 
satisfaction for what sums expended on their Company’s account.” - 
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The following misdemeanor could scarcely have occurred in our 

own time. 

“Monday, 20th March, 1699.-Upon some words yesterday at the 
General Table, Mr. James Eustace called Mr. George Shaw son of a 

, of which he complained to the Governor, who was then present 

at the Table; and the Governor promised that he would this day 
hear their difference in Council, and punish him that was found 
miilty of giving occasion for so rude and niicivil^a behaviour at the 
Company’s Table. But Mr. Shaw going from Evening Service to 
the Sea Gate stimck Mr. Eustace, of which the Governor being 
informed confined both to their chambers. Which being considered 
it is agreed that Mr. Eustace was guilty of 

calling Mr. Shaw son of a at the Company s Table, mid Mr. 

Shaw of great disrespect to the Governor in striking Mr. Eustace 
after he had declared he would examine and punish the oitender. 

It is nnanimonsly resolved that for the futu^ prevention of 
offences of the like nature, Mr. Eustace and Mr. Shaw be or 
them fined their half year’s salary payable in India, and cannnea to 
the Eort for one month, and neither to wear sword or cane for twelve 
months, which resolve they were both forthwith acquainted with. 
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Thursday, TltK — The G-overnor acquaints that he has received a 
purwanna from the Nabob informing that Dawood Khan {Genera! in 
Zulfikar Khan’s army) designs to come and see the sea ; and that 
Dawood Khan’s servant that brought the purwanna, desired that his 
master might have some accommodation in the town ; and that he 
(the Governor) returned answer Dawood Khan should be very 
welcome, but desired that he would not bring too great a number of 
men with him; and hath borrowed Mr. Styiemau’s Garden house 
for his reception, esteeming it more proper for him to reside on that 
side of the Fort. 

It not being known what Dawood Khan’s designs may be, or 
what orders the Nabob may have received from the King, probably 
to besiege Madras and stop all trade ; and considering that it was 
Dawood Khan’s brother, Selim Khan, who plundered and burnt the 
villages at Fort St. David, there is great reason to suspect him, as 
well as his being a Commander who is generally employed on 
difficult attempts. 

It is thought necessary that the Garrison and out town be put 
into the best posture of defence it can be.” (Subsequently a levy 
was made upon the inhabitants of Black Town for building a wall 
and constructing other works for the defence of the town. In June 
1700, the levy amounting to 1,051 Pagodas was paid by the President 
into the Company’s cash to be applied to the purpose specified.) 

“ Friday, 28^/i.--Testerday Dawood Khan came to St. Thom^ and 
this evening to Mr. Styleman’s Garden house, from whence he sent 
a horse to the Governor valued about one hundred pagodas, which 
was carried to the Company’s stable for their account. 

“ Saturday, Mr. Style man and JMr. Fraser went this day in 

the Governor’s name to visit Dawood, who they report entertained 
them very civilly. 

Sunday, 30th . — This day Dawood Khan returned to St. Thome, 
where the Portuguese entertained with their music in the Church. 

Saturday, Alay . — Dawood Khan set out for the Camp, to 

whom there has been presented at several times to the value of about 
three hundred pagodas. 

Sunday, 7th . — Bahaudar Khan, a younger brother of Dawood 
Khan, and Commander oi 1,500 horse, came to St.^ Thomd, whose 
servant brought the Nabob’s purwanna for shewing him the varieties 
of the place. Bahaudar Khan likewise received a present of the 
value a hundred pagodas, and returned to camp three days after- 
wards." 

The following entry affords us another instance of the frequent 
bad conduct of the officers of the garrison. 

Monday, Zth , — ^There having been several complaints of Ensign 
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Gardner’s misbehaving himself in being drunk upon his Guard, and 
beating the men without occasion, of which having often been 
continued and promised amendment, and growing worse rather than 
better, it is resolved that his Commission be taken from him.’^ Two 
months aftei* wards Ensign Gardner was reinstated in consideration 
of his mean circumstances and promise of amendment. 

We are now approaching a critical period in the history of the 
English Company, The war with France had been followed, as usual, 
by a financial crisis. The Company had offered to lend £700,000 to 
tne Govei'iiment of William III, provided their Charter should be 
confii’med, and the monopoly of India secured to them by Act of 
Parliament, But their commercial rivals had by this time formed a 
new Company, and the latter oiSered to advance two millions at 
eight per cent, provided they should be invested with the monopoly. 
The ofe'er of the latter was accepted, but the rights of the old 
Company were not. confirmed until 1701, when the two Companies 
became united into one. Meantime however a fierce spirit of rivalry 
broke out between the servants of the two Companies at home and 
abroad ; and the new Company sent out a Consul and an Ambas- 
sador, -claiming the supreme power over the whole of the English, 
factories. ^ The following extracts will illustrate the nature of the. 
csontroversy which ensued on the coast of Coromandel. We may! 
premise that Mr* Consul Pitt was the cousin of the President ofl,^ 
Port St, George. 

“ Wednesdai/, 28ik July , — Ship ** Degrave,” Captain William 
Young, Commander, belonging to the new Company, came to an 
anchor in this road about eleven o’clock this morning, on board of 
which was Mr. John Pitt, from whom the President received the 
following letter. « | 

To THE WOBSHIPFITL ThOMAS PiTT, ISQ., 

President for the affairs of the Governor and Company 

of Merchants of London trading to the East Indies yet 

by permission on the Coast of Coromandel. 

Siiij—I did by some of your early ships let you know that I had engaged 
myself in the service of the Honorable English Company trading to the East 
Indies lately settled by Act of Parliament, which defermine your Government 
in three years commencing last Michaelmas j and having gained the Coast, 
could not pass by without dropping an anchor in Madras road ; and would 
salute you had I not the honour to bear His Majesty’s Commission, which consti- 
tutes me his Minister or Consul for the English Nation in general on the whole 
Coast of Coromandel including all your Settlements. If you think fit to pay the 
respect that is due to the character with your flag lowered, your compliment 
jthall be returned you by, Sir, 

Your affectionate kinsman and servant, 

. John Pitt.” 
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Wbereunto the following answer was retnrned by tbe President. 

“ To Mr. John Pitt. 

Sir,— I received yours, tbe purport whereof seems very odd, as well as the 
fiuperscription. If you had read the Act of Parliament and well considered it, 
you will find that it establishes my Masters in all their rights and privileges in 
these parts till 1701, and afterwards it is secured to them by their subscription. 
Therefore you can have no power in any place of their Settlements, nor shill I 
own any until I am so ordered hy those that intrust me. 

*'1 am not unacquainted with what respect is due to the King’s Consul 
(whether you are one I know not) ; but you cannot, or even have heard, that 
an ancient Fortification wearing the King’s Flag, should lower it and salute a 
real Consul ; hut I take it to be your obligation to have sainted the Flag ashore 
at your coming to an anchor, which we should have answered according to 
custom and good manners, 

** What liquors you have for me I desire you to send ashore in these boats. 
Yon must expect to find me no less zealous for my Masters interest than you are 
for yours, and as you act the same will be returned you by 

Your affectionate kinsman and servant, 
Thomas Pitt.” 

To which Mr. Consul Pitt returned the following answer, 

“ On hoard the “ Degrave” in Madras Boad, 

mhMlyim. 

I shall answer yonr scurrilous letter from Metchlepatam, (Masulipatam) and 
believe me you will wish you had never wrote in such a style. I will take such 
measures to make you sensible that my Commission reaches over all your Settle- 
ments, and that you yourself shall be forced to own and publish it in all your 
Forts and Factories, and beg pardon for the affront offered to the character of 
His Majesty’s Consul. 

John Pitt.” 

Towards the latter end of Angnst, the Government at Fort St« 
George was apprised that Mr. John Pitt had landed Masulipatam, 
announced that he had been made President of the Coast of Coro- 
mandel by the new Company, and that His Majesty had honoured 
that character with bis Commission; and that he had required the 
servants of the old Company at Masulipatam to repair to the new 
Factory whilst he opened a-nd read his Commission. Accordingly 
the Government passed an order that none of the English in the old 
Company's service, or under their protection, shoald obey any 
summons they might receive from Mr. John Pitt, under the pretence 
of his being a President for the new Company or Consul for His 
Majesty. 

In December, 1699, Sir William Norris arrived at Masulipatam as 
Ambassador from the new Company to the Great Mogul, and 
addressed the following Notification to the Agency established there 
by the old Company. 

This is to require and command you, not to presume to make any address 
or application, either in your own person or by any other, directly or indirectly ; 
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to any public ministeT or oiSeer of the grea.t Mogul, with. out my knowledge or 
permission, as you will answer the contrary at your periL Given at MasuH- 
patam, December 26th, 1699. 

William Morris.’^ 

• The following letter addressed to Sir William Morris by the 
President and Council of Port St. George in January, 1700, will 
better acquaint the reader with the heads of the controversy, than 
pages of explanation. 

** To His Excellency Sir William ITorris, Bart., 

Ambassador to the Great Mogul at Masuli^atam. 

Sir, — ^W e having been informed by Mr.^ Thomas Lovell, our Company’s Factor 
at Masuiipatam, that upou the approaching of the new Nabob (Meddo Khan,) 
who is come to govern that country, you sent for him, (Mr. Lovell)^ and 
delivered him a paper, requiring and commanding him in a most extraordinary 
manner, not to make any application to any of the Mogul’s of&cers for the 
carrying on of onr affairs, without your leave and permission ; threatening to 
do no less than send him home in irons ; from which we imagine you resolve 
the utter ruin of our Company, hoping thereby to promote the interest of your 
employers, the new East India Company. 

“ We having no orders or instructions to govern ourselves in this matter but 
the Act of Parliament, which in perusing we find, that there is five per cent, 
laid in all goods for the maintaining Ambassadors and Consuls, from which our 
Company is excepted till September, 1701 ; which Ambassadors and Consuls 
are to be nominated and elected by the Directors of the new Company, and sent 
to such Emperors or Princes as they please ; and they to pay the charge out of 
the five per cent., and the remainder to be divided amongst the adventurers. 
And in a subsequent clause it is said, that nothing in this Act shall be construed 
to extend, or hinder, or restrain our Company’s trade till the 29th September 
1701. So that they being excused from contributing to the charge of Ambas- 
sadors, Consuls, etc., it certainly never was intended that their affairs in 
these parts should be subjected to the direction or control of the new Company’s 
Ambassadors, Consuls, or Agents during their limited time ; we being possessed, 
as the rightful and lawful proprietors, of all Pirmauns and Grants necessary for 
supporting the trade, which have been procured at vast expenses ; and without 
corresponding with the Government, it is impossible to support our privileges 
or trade. 

“ Sir, we think yonr proceedings not only destructive to our Masters at 
present, but will also prove fatal hereafter, if not entail prepetual ruin on the 
trade. To prevent the mischiefs that may attend ns, and preserve the interest 
for which we are concerned, we must acquaint you that we resolve to persist in 
the corresponding with the Government as formerly, for the carrying on of our 
Government during the time limited by Parliament,* and to order all our 
Company’s Chiefs and Factors to do the same, nntil His Majesty commands the 
contrary, or we receive orders from our Company. 

** As for' the injuries you have already done our Company, and others of the 
King’s subjects, by embargoing their ships who traded hez'e under their protec- 
tion, we doubt not but that they will represent it in such places where they 
may find a remedy or justice. In confirmation whereof, we have hereunto set 
our hands and the seal of our Company at Fort St. George in the city of 
Madras this 16th of January 1700.” 

(Signed by Thomas Pitt 

? and the other six Members of Council.) 
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Subsequently tbe Presidency o£ Fort St. George found reason to 
suspecc the integrity of Mr. Lovell and other Company's servants at 
Masulipatara and Madapollom, and to believe that they had especially 
betrayed the interests of the Company, by submitting to the orders 
of Sir William Norris and Mr. Pitt. Accordingly on the 12th July 
1700 it was resolved “ to settle a Chief and Council in each place, and 
make our Factories as formidable as possible, in order to preserve 
our Masters interest, and to protect tbe persons of their servants 
from any injustices.” Twenty-four soldiers, with a Lieutenant, 
Serjeant, and Corporal, were placed under tbe command of the Chief 
and Council of Masulipatam. 

We now return to the ordinary run of events. The following 
extract refers to another case of desertion, in which an officer was 
concerned. 

Friday, 6th Oc^o5er, 1699.— This morning Ensign Thomas 
Salmon and eleven men more run away off their guard with their 
arms. Upon notice whereof the Governor sent out 200 Peons after 
them, and wrote letters to the Dutch chiefs of Pulicat and Sadras- 
patara, and to several of the country Governors, desiring them to 
stop them.” About four weeks afterwards the men were recovered, 
as appears from the following entry. 

“ Thursday, ^nd November . — Eeceiving advices that Ensign Salmon 
and the eleven soldiers deserting this garrison the 6th past, were 
detained by Ohinnatumbee Moodelliar, Naik Poligar, in the woods 
about sixty miles inland ; who interceding to us for their pardon, 
Mr, Thomas Harris proceeded the 3 8th past with a letter and small 
present to said Naik, which they accepting, four returned the 31st 
past, four yesterday, and the reraaining foixr this morning, accom- 
panied by the Poligar’s Chief Officer (delayway) who brought a mare, 
sheep, etc. for the Governor, expressing their willingness to hinder 
all fugitives passing through their woods, and assisting otherwise 
as we should have occasion.” A tasheriff to the value of 75 Pagodas 
was given to the Poligar and his servants. Ensign Salmon was 
kept in prison until October, 1700, and then sent to England. The 
others appear to have been restored to the service. 

The following present to Dawood Ehan does not speak much for 
the temperance of the Mogul’s officers. 

Monday, Sth July, 1700. — Dawood Khan having wrote the 
Governor to buy him some liquors, and supposing his interest may 
be of advantage to the Company in these parts, it is ordered that 
six dojaen of French Brandy, six cases of Spirits, and two chests of 
Syrash be provided.” 

The following characteristic letter from a Captain of a ship to the 
Governor and Council, complaining of some mutinous proceedings 
amongst his crew, is worthy of preservation. 
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Honoeabls Sir and Councii.. 

In or about the 13th of July 1700, one of my seamen Richard Cook 
committing a misdemeanor by knocking down one Lovelace Green, 
Midshipman, had raised a bump on his forehead as big as an egg, 
and in some other parts of his body. Upon which I ordered the said 
Richard Cook to be seized to the gangway. One Lewis a soldier, 
who then standing by this Cook and seeing his band seized, swore. . . . 
he would cut him loose, and immediately before my face did so. 
With this I ordered him to be seized on the other side, in which 
time of standing there till the irons were ready, he abused me very 
grossly, called me villain, and desired but one minute tjme and he 
would do my business. These abuses were heard before the face of 
my offi-cers and seamen. After having secured them both, I ordered 
one of my seamen to take hold of them to help them down on the 
deck ; and he refused my command and would not touch them, for 
which I ordered him to be seized to the gangway, intending to "have 
him drubbed, but he not being very well I remitted doing of, but in 
the time of his standing it was heard spoke that if I had him 
drubbed, I should drub all of them. After this I had an account 
given me by my Boatswain and Carpenter that some of my seamen 
when night came on would set the prisoners at liberty, and that I 
must have a case of further mischief ; upon which I was forced to 
secure my Gunroom and Steerage. They took oS their handeiiSs 
that very evening, and that very night broke their irons from their 
legs and hove them overboard. About midnight my chief Mate told 
me of it, so I secured them again. My humble request is that this 
Lewis the soldier may not remain any longer on board ; for who 
knows but in my going down to the Bay, I may meet with a Pirate, 
and such a fellow as this which sticks at nothing, but ready for all 
mischiefi^when the first opportunity will permit, is of ill consequence. 

I am, , ■■ 

Your honours most humble 
servant to command, 

WlhUAM BbIDOES.^' 

Lewis the soldier was subsequently brought on shore and commit* 
ted to prison, as it was intended to make an example of him. 

The following resolution as regards gaming will explain itself, 

“ Wednesday t Uh December , — ^We being informed that cock-fight- 
ing and other games are very much used and practised by the 
handicraft tradesmen of this place, wherein they consume the half 
of their time to their great impoverishment, by which they are 
rendered unable to provide for their families : besides it prevents the 
making of many manufactures in this place, and many other ill 
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consequences attending it, destructive to the very being oi trade 
itself. Wherefore to avert so great an evil as -will in time ensue 
thereby, we the Governor and Council do prohibit and forbid all 
manner of gaming for money or money’s worth by all merchants, 
shopkeepers, and all sorts of handicrafts of this place and the bounds 
thereof, upon penalty of twenty-five pagodas every time it is proved 
upon them before the Justices of the Choultry that they have gamed, 
five pagodas whereof to the informer and the other twenty for the 
use of the Company, And in case upon proof it appears that any- 
one has gamed for a trivial sum, and that not to the loss of time in 
his profession, it is then left to the discretion of the Justices of the 
Choultry, to inflict such punishment by fine or otherwise as they 
shall think fit. And this we order to be published in the country 
languages by affixing the same at the several gates.” 

In the foregoing chapter we have passed from one century to 
another : and it will not be nninteresting to exhibit the state of the 
European community as regards population, at the end of the year 
1699. Prom a ‘Mist of persons in the service of the Eight Honor- 
able Company in Port St. George and other places on the Coast of 
Coromandel,” at this date, we obtain the following statistics. 

Gentlemen. 

Company’s servants at Fort St. George.. 

Company’s servants at Port St. David ... 

Company’s servants at Vizagapatam 

Freemen 

Seafaring men not constant inhabitants... 


IS 

3 

35 


Ladies. 

English wives of Company’s servants at Fort St. George 
Castees wives at ditto 
English wiyes at Fort St. David 
Castees wives at ditto 
English at Vizagapatam 

Castees at ditto 

Wives of Freemen, English ... 

Do. French 

Do. Mnstees 

Do. Castees 

' Do. Georgian ^ 

Wives of seafaring men, English 

Do. French 

Do, Mnstees 

Do. Castees ... 

Widows, English 

Single English yonng women. 


Total... 119 


4 

2 

3 

'I''"' 

1 

4 
1 
2 
4 
1 
14 
1 
2 
7 

14 

10 


Total... 71 
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Thus out of one hundred and nineteen Englishmen, only twenty- 
sk were married to English wives, fourteen were married to Castees, 
four to Mustees, two to French women, and one to a Georgian. It 
will be seen that only forty-seven were married at all, and that the 
remaining seventy-two were bachelors. The English ladies were 
fifty in number, viz., twenty-sis wives, fourteen widows, and ten 
young unmarried ladies. It seems a great pity that ten young ladies 
should have been unable to find husbands amongst so large a commu- 
nity of unmarried gentlemen. 


OOVEEKORSHIP OF MB. THOMAS PITT, AKD POIKGS OF NABOB 
BAWOOB KEAN. 


The events which are recorded in the present and succeeding 
chapters, form perhaps the most interesting and important portion 
o£ the early annals of the Madras Presidency. Mr. Thomas Pitt, 
grandfather of the great Earl of Chatham, was Governor of Madras. 
Dawood Khan was appointed Kabob of the Caimatic and Ginjee 
countries by Aurungzebe, the Great Mogul. Dawood Khan, like his 
predecessor Zulfikar Khan, was bent upon getting a large subsidy 
from the Presidency of Port St. George. In 1701, he tried threats, 
intrigues, and cajollery of every kind. In 1702 he fairly blockaded 
the Port, and endeavoured to reduce the English to submission by 
stopping the passage of all goods and provisions. Under these 
circumstances the domestic incidents were few and insignificant, and 
if introduced in chronological order would only interrupt the current 
of the narrative. Accordingly both the present chapter, and the 
one immediately succeeding it, will be exclusively devoted to 
recording the proceedings of the Nabob Dawood Khan as regards 
Port St. George. 

No extracts from the official records, which we have as yet 
published, possess more intrinsic value thau those we are about to. 
lay before our readers ; and yet strange to say they have been 
hitherto almost entirely unknown to history. The fact that Dawood 
Khan blockaded Port St. George is barely stated, and that is all. 
The diary which we have drawn np from the Madras Consultation 
books, thus supplies an entirely new page of history. On the one 
hand the intrigues, the meannesses, and the drinking propensities of 
the Nabob and his Durbar, are depicted with a startling truthful- 
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ness ; and the working o! the mind of the artful Mnssnlman k 
described in these simple entries with a power exceeding that of any 
other Indian historian whatever. On the other hand we see a 
display of Anglo-Saxon pluck and commercial sagacity which throws 
an entirely new light on the proceedings of our forefathers in this 
country. Hitherto Thomas Pitt has only been known as that 
Governor of Madras who brought home the Pitt diamond which the 
Begent Orleans purchased for three millions of livres ; who bought 
estates and rotten boroughs, and sat in the House of Commons as 
member for Old Sarum ; and above all who founded that illustrious 
family, two of whose sons are reposing in Westminster Abbey, and 
whose honoured names will be for ever bound up with the greatness 
and glory of England. But now the reader will perceive that the 
germs of that lofty pride, untiring energy, and stern consciousness 
of power, which formed the great characteristics of two of England’s 
greatest war ministers, are discernible in the proceedings of their 
more humble progenitoz’, who from the little Port of St. George, 
defied the insulting threats of the grasping Habob, and proved more 
than a match for the low cunning and courtly dissimulation of the 
oriental. Our readers therefore will not complain of the space we 
have devoted to these curious details, which are not merely dry 
chronicles of forgotten events, but are living pictures of a political 
status which has long since passed away. 

With this brief introduction we now leave the extracts from the 
Madras Consultations to speak for themselves. 

Friday i Midi January, 1701. — Bawood Khan being ordered by 
the King (Aurungzebe) Kabob of the Carnatic and Ginjee countries, 
who has been several months on his march from the King’s Camp. 
Two days ago we were advised, by people that we keep in his Camp 
to give us intelligence, that he was come to Arcot above four days 
march from hence. We have had several letters of compliment from 
him, wherein he has desired sundry sorts of liquors, which accox’d- 
ingly have been sent bim ; and it being the custom of all Europeans 
to present all Kabobs and .Governors when they come first to their 
Government, in order to procure a confirmation of their privileges, 
besides at present we are carrying on a great investment here and at 
Fort St- David; and have a great deal of money spread xip and down 
the country ; further, a few days ago we have advice from Surat by 
Armenian letters that our affairs are embroiled there ; all of whicli 
induces us to consider of a considerable present for the Kabob and 
Dewan and their officers, and fitting persons to send with it ; though 
before we heard the news from Surat, we intended to have sent two 
Englishmen, but altered our resolution, not knowing but that the 
troubles there may affect us here. So there being one Senor 
Nicholas Manuch, a Yenetian and an inhabitant of ours for many 
years, who has the reputation of an honest man, besides he has lived 
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upwards of thirty years, and was a servant to 
ne of the Princes, and spealp the Persian language esoellentlv well • 
for which reasons we think h^im the properest person to send at this 
w?h Dubash Ramapah ; and have unanimously agreed 

®'ll ?apable of giving it, to send the presents; so 
m ordei to their setting out_ to-morrow on their journey, we have 

ConsStation^”' mstructions and letters as entered' after this 

“Instructions to Senor Nicholas Manuch and Eamapah. ' 

fidelity and prudence induces 
NabobwJ««n^° the new Nabob with considerable presents. The 
several , ! I Dewan s we have allotted here, and deliver you 
slsn rloT’ ' presents to dispose of as you see occasion We 

idthtZ^r’^ compliment for the Nabob, the Dewan! 

the Wah^S, persons in the Camp. (The presents to 

£hSd^ef/n^ P^Wdas; those to 

at 830 Pagodas’.) Pagodas ; and the provisional presents 

con&maHnn^of I'l'® Nabob and Dewan but the 
all our business Tevenapatanam, and that 

that von f according to salabad ; and 

w forgefe, we here mention some particular orievances 

which we would have provided for in the Nabob’s PerwInS™ 

wW thev merchants in the countries 

aooordiSoSft*and%C n 

stoDs and ^ ^ Governor be permitted to make 

done of fa£ ^ custcims as the Governor of St. Thome has 

jf ■ ‘“‘■i y — .w.r i„ „y „t n. 

CpVrsiT. ?”* 

. country shall make it good. ^hat the Governor of that 

copiSttte^teTbyThe Oq'eeSe 

-t.-! f -® 

knowing that this place 
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but by all Europeans too. We therefore as a memorandum give 
you the following advice. 

** If any thing be said about our revenues, which are generally 
magnified four times as rnricVi as they are, it is to be answered, that 
it is paid by none but our own inliabitariits, who are e7irifhed by our 
trade solely, and are daily getting money from ns; which had long 
ago ruined us, had not -we set up revenues to regain some money 
from them towards defraying our great charges. 

If anything be said in relation to our making fortifications, it 
may be answered that we are always when new G-r)vernors come, 
pulling down one thing and building another and repairing. 

Remember to procure an order for our Peons and people to 
travel unmolested between this and Tevenapatam, whereas they now 
stop all our peonle at Boomjpollum (?) and force money from them, 
besides offering insuffei'able affronts ; which being complained of to 
Jemsheer Khan, he inade them restore moneys, and prevented 
further troubles during his time/’ Dated i6th Jamiai-y 1701. 

President's letter to the Kabob to be delivered with the 
present. 

*‘To Dawood Ktlvn Nabob. 

I ba.ve with srreat imoatience waited for your arrival at Arcot, 
which being informed of two days ago, I celebrated with great joy, 
preparing my people to wmit on you with snch acknowledgments of 
respects as I was capable of providing. A list of which comes 
enclosed, whereof I humbly request your Excellency’s acceptance, 
and what T add to it is, my hearty wishes for your good health and 
prosperity, and a long continuance in 3- our Government. 

Thomas Pitt.” 

Second letter to be delivered prioately to the Nabob with 3,000 
Rupees. 

**To Dawooi) Khaiv Nabob. 

I congratulate your Excellency’s arrival at Arcot, and have sent 
Mr. Manuch and our Egyb (Dubash) Ramapah to confirm tlie same, 
and to give me an account of your good health, and to request yoni* 
Excellency’s favour to us in confirming our ancient privileges at 
Ohinnapatam and'I^venapatam. I wish your Excellency all health 
and prosperity, and a long continuance in your Government under 
whom I doubt not but all will be happy. 

Thomas Pitt.” 

Similar letters were sent to the Dewan Mahomed Seid, and other 
officers. 
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Tlmrsdaiu January . — SeTtor Maiinch and Eamapah adyising 
us that the Kabob, bearing of a Persian mare that was to be sold in 
onr town, ordered them to write ns about it, he being desirous to 
buy it; but we well knowing their manner of buying and what is 
meant by it, and not being willing to disgust him for so small a 
matter, we bought the mare for two hundred pagodas, and it is 
ordered that the Steward forthwith provide furniture, in order to 
her being sent our Agents at the Camp to-morrow.” 

A, few dav’S aftex'wards the two messengers returned, their mission 
having been unsuccessful, as suiSciently appears from the following 
■entry..':", * 

Monday, 3rd Fehrimrij , — Last night SenorManuch and Eamapah 
returning from the Camp, this day they appeared before us in Coun- 
cil to give an account of their negociaiions w'hich is as follow.s. 
That when they came to the camp they waited on the jSTabob, he 
having sent ten horse and fifty foot to condimt them, tvho received 
them kindly, and ordered them to send for their present, which he 
accepted of ; but the next day he returned it, except some trifles, he 
giving broad hints that that was not a sufficient present for him, 
and that his predecessor had ten times as mnch;'^ he also inveigling 
against ns in scurrilous language, reaping up the business of Fort 
St, David’s, how we had killed Selim Kbair's brothe.i%and threatening 
revenge upon it. Bub two days after, our Agents having by their 
application to some of the principal officers in some measure pacified 
the Ffabob, Dewau, and Buxie, he sent again for his present, but still 
told them it was not near enough for liim, he having been at Court, 
where it had cost him a great deal of money for his employ, which he 
must and would raise by some means or other ; telling us that he 
had an account of our revenues, calculnting then at about a hundred 
thousand pa.godas per annum ; but we had nothing to do with Black 
town, in which he would put a Governor and constrain us to keep 
only to our Fort. He also daily encoura>ged unjust complaints 
against us, telling them that he would first go to Taiijore, Tevenupa- 
tam, and then come to St. Thome, when he would ruin thi.s Port and 
set up what. After all which he dismissed our Agents without any 
Perwanna.or TasherilS bo the Governor as usual, and writ only a letter 
referring to that they should tell us, and the Dewan the s^ame, the 
Dewan also signing an insignificant Perwanna. 

“Our people meeting with the mare we sent tlie Nabob in the way# 
brought her back with them. They also inform ns that they were 
told by several at the camp, that this dislike of the Nabob to us is 
occasioned through informations of some people of our own town, 


^ ^ previous chapter that the Kabob Zulfikar Khan obtamed 

10,000 ragodas m return for Ms perwanna. 
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•who not only make their Court by it, but also participate a part o£ 
of what can be extorted from us, who when discovered, we resolve 
shall pay not only for the present) mischief, but what has passed in 
former times. : 

•• So having well debated and considered of what we have now been 
informed as to the demands and expectations of the iNabob, it is 
unanimously resolved that no further present be made to him, unless 
it be so trivial a sum as not worth our disputing ; otherwise we shall 
entail an excessive charge upon the Coinpan}’ for ever, for if a new 
Nabob should be sent every month, they would expect the same. 
Id is further agreed that our Garrison be put and kept in the best 
posture of defence it is capable of, resolving to stand the event, and 
advise Fort St. David to do the same.’^ 

The followingshortnote was received frouj Dawood Khan, in which 
the anxiety of the Nabob as regards the health of President Pitt wdll 
be duly noted. 

*‘'Pii03i Dawood Kuan to tub Governor op Guinn APA iAn, 

‘•'Iwish the Governor all heMlfeh. I received the friendly letter 
you sent me b}* Doctor Manuch and your Vakeel, and observe the 
contents thereof, and have likewise heard their request, and have 
given them my answer thereto, which they will acquaint you with. 
Pray write me often of your health.” 

The letter of the Dewan Mahomed Seid to President Pitt was also 
to the same effect. The Oouncil of Fort St. George accordingly 
prepared for resistance, but meantime wrote to Assid Khan Grand 
Yissier at the Court of Delhi, and also to Zuidkar Khan represent- 
ing the ill-treatment of our Agents sent to Dawood Khan, and his 
uni’easonable demand upon this place.’* 

Six or seven weeks passed away, when we find the following entry. 

“ Thursday, 20fJi March. — We not only having the news from our 
own people at the Camp, but it being the general report of the whole 
country that Dawood Khan intends to come to St. Thome, who we 
are confident has ill designs against us, and to prevent the same it 
requires our utmost endeavours. Therefore we order that the Pay- 
master entertains what Kajpoots offer their services (they being 
people most to be relied upon in time of troubles) and that he turns 
out as many Peons in the room of them.” 

In the following month Dawood Khan appears to have enter- 
tained some designs on Fort St, David as appears from the following 
extracts. 

Thursday, 2Uh April . — The Governor acquainting the Council 
that this morninor he received advice from Mr. Fraser at Fort St. 
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David, that the Dutch had been at Conimeer a viewing, surveying, 
and measaring a ITacfeory there that was formerly ours ; and that 
Bawood Khan's Mauldars were with them. So it is rational to 
believe thac the Dutch have a design to purchase it of this Nabob, 
To prevent which, for that it would not only be a great incon- 
venieiicy to our a:]ffairs at Fort St, David’s, but likewise a gi’eat 
discredit to see a Dutch Flag hoisted upon oui' English settlement ; 
it is resolved that the Governor writes a letter to Governor Conans, 
who is still at Sadraspatara, to acquaint him with wha.t he hears, 
and if possible to prevent his making any further progress therein,” 
This journey was postponed till after the departure of Dawood Khan. 

Thiirsiay, %lili May. — We being informed that Dawood Khan is 
coming to O'hillambarara, near Fort St. David’s, against which place 
we have just reason to fear he has ill designs ; it is proposed by the 
President that he himself goes thither on the ‘‘Advice” frigate, with 
two of the Council of this place and the Secretary, and carry with 
them thirty men of this Garrison, and stores and necessaries for 
presents, which accordingly are ordered to be provided.” 

At the beginning of July the Nabob Dawood Khan returned to 
St. Thome, within four miles of Fort St* George, and now the 
entries begin to grow exciting. 

Tuesday^ 1st July. — We being credibly informed of Nabob 
Dawood Khan coming to St. Thome, and that he vrill be there in a 
few days, being now upon his march, — it is agreed that a present be 
prepared for him and the Dewan and Buxie, the particulars to be 
hereafter concerted. 

Wednesday, 2nd. — This day Dawood Khan coming to St. Thom4 
we sent Narrain to wait on the Dewan, to know when would be the 
properest time to attend the Nabob with our present; who in the 
evening returned and brought us word, that the Dewan advised us 
to-morrow morning. 

The Garrison being in good order, the Governor gave out 
necessary directions to be very strict in their duty and keep both 
companies to their arms, to prevent surprise, and ordered the Gunner 
to shot all the Guns upon the VForks toward St. Thome. 

Tlmrsday, 2>rd. — We having agreed the amount of the present to 
the Nabob, Dewan, and Buxie, and Mr. Ellis offeriiig himself to go 
with it, it was agreed that he and Mr. Davenport should go, with 
Captain Lambert ; the latter out of curiosity, being desirous to see 
the Nabob. And it is oj*dered that Narrain and the Moollah should 
go with them as Linguists. So about ten this morning they set out, 
attended with a Serjeant and three Files of Grenadiers. 

“ The Linguists going directly to the Dewan to give an account of 
the presents for himself, the Nabob, and Buxie, he complained that 
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tlie ready money for the 17 abob was too little ; so desired that the 
Persian mare might be returned, and two ba,l£ pieces of yellow cloth, 
and that the Nabob might have one thousand Eupees in the room of 
it. Of which Mr. Ellis acquainted the Governor by note, who with 
the advice of the Council sent him one thousand Kupees. 

About eight this night Mr. Ellis and the others returned from 
St. Thome, acquainting us of the odd sort of reception they had from 
the Nabob, and that he had returned all his presents except two 
parrots ; and that the Dewaii accepted of the cloth and other things, 
but the money intended for him was brought back, they having not 
an opportunity to give it him after their visiting the Nabob. All the 
Buxie's present was likewise brought back, and one of the Grenadiers 
died so soon as returned hither. 

The Council to be summoned to meet at seven o’clock to-morrow 
morning with the Commanders of the Europe ships, to consult what 
is most proper to be done to reinforce the Garrison and prevent the 
Nabob from doing us any mischief. 

Friday, itli.-^We being informed by people that we keep at St 
Thomd, that after Mr. Ellis and the others came away last night, the 
Nabob at his Durbar, in discourse about this place, was saying that 
ten thousand pagodas should not excuse us reflecting upon the 
amount of our revenues, and pai'ticularly upon the Tobacco and 
Betel, and our building the Black town wall, an d several other things. 
Prom which we infer, as likewise from all his actions since be was 
Nabob, that we must expect no favour from him ; for yesterday of 
his own accord, he told our Linguists that he bad sent four Chobdars 
and twenty-five men as a safe-guard to prevent any of his army 
plundering our villages (Egmore, Pursewaukum, and Tripiicane), 
Notwithstanding which they fell in upon one of them this morning, 
and carried off a great quantity of straw and firewood. Whereupon 
the Governor wrote the Nabob and Dewan the two following letters. 

To Nabob Dawood Khah, 

at St. Thome. 

‘‘ Your Excellency on coming to St, Thom© was so just and 
generous as to appoint your own people to guard our towns, to 
prevent their being plundered, which occasioned my not sending 
any of our own people ; but I am just now informed that your men 
have fallen in on the towns and plundered them, which is contrary 
to the trust reposed in your Excellency’s word and justice. 

Thomas Pitt.” 


* Bawood Khan was evidently bearing in mind the amount received by 
Ztilfikar Khan. 
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“ To TEE DSTfAN MaHOMBD SeID, 

at St. Thome. 

'' It is a great satisfaction to me that we have a person of your 
honour and worth to be our friend; for which acknowledgments 
shall never be wanting. 

“ The Ha, bob out of his own generosity appointed guards for our 
towns, which prevented our sending some of our own ; but this 
morning, contrary to his word of honour, his people are plundering 
them. "l am unwilling to occasion troubles in the King’s country, 
therefore I write to your honour, His Majesty’s Dewan. What can 
I write more ? 

Thomas Pitt.’’ 

We considering that if there be not a stop put to these unseason- 
able demands of Nabobs, that the ill consequences will in a little time 
be no less than a vast annual charge to this place ; and we all unani- 
mously concluding this to be a proper time to withstand them, being 
informed that his army consists of no more than three thousand 
horse and seven thousand foot, we think ourselves in a condition, 
with the force we have and can raise, to baffle him if he offers to 
make any attempt upon us. So by order of the Governor and 
Council, and advice of the Commanders of the Europe ships* and 
Commission Officers of the Garrison, it is resolved that the following 
measures be taken. 

Isl — That the Europe ships to-morrow morning land men 
according to charter party, Tiz,l fifty out of the Bedford,” thirty 
from the'^” Duchess,” thirty from the ‘‘'Phceuix,” which will make a 
good Marine Company. 

27id . — That the Trained Bands of this place be to-morrow raised, 
and that Captain Heron be appointed Captain, Mr. Berlu be 
Lieutenant, and Mr. Wigmore be Ensign. 

3rd— That about one hundred and twenty of the Portuguese 
inhabitants are to be immediately raised and armed and formed into a 
Company, and be commanded by Captain Emmanuel de Silva. 

itJi . — That the Paymaster entertains one hundred Peons to lie out 
as scouts for intelligence, and reinforce our best watching places. 

** hth , — That all the Company’s cloth be brought in from the 
washers, washed and unwashed, to prevent its being plundered ; and 
that the likeliest men of the watches be armed and posted in our out 
villages. 

“ So all the preparations we are capable of being made for the 
defence of the place, we resolve that if the Nabob will not accept of 
the present .we first proffered him that he shall have nothing.” 
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** Monday i 7tli , — The Governor and Conncil, with the advice of the 
Oommanders of the Europe ships and Commission Officers of the 
Garrison, quartered the men and appointed their particular posts, it 
being very hotly reported that the Nabob is making great prepara- 
tions to come against us.’* 

The determined attitude of Governor Pitt seems to have made a 
deep impression upon the Nabob. He saw that his threats were 
disregarded, and that the little English Garrison were prepared to 
come to blows. The following extracts are more illustrative of the 
character of Native governments in India, than any history we have 
ever perused. 

Monday, 7 ill. — (continued,) Our Moollah at St. Thome advises 
that in conference with the Dewan this day, the Dewan told him he 
feared some ill event if we sent not ten thousand pagodas ; and 
that sum would effectually procure all we requested. Whereupon 
answer was returned the J^toollah, to be imparted to the Dewan, that 
we expected no new grants, only a confirmation of our Perwannas in 
possession, and that w^e could not add anything to what first sent.” 

‘‘ Tuesday, 8th . — The Governor receiving this day a letter from the 
Dewan, acquaints the Council therewith, translate whereof is entered 
after this Consultation ; the purport being to advise ns, that he had 
appeased the anger of the Nabob, who would now accept our present, 
which we intend shall be seat him to-morrow morning.” 

Feom Dewan MA.HOMED Seid. 

My constant prayers to heaven is for peace and quietness to the 
whole world, and it is my endeavours to forward the same when it 
lies in my power. Accordingly I did the utmost to appease the 
Nabob, which is now effected and he satisfied. You may now send 
one of your trusty Englishmen with Narrain and Moollah and the 
present which was returned, which I will see presented and procure 
their dispatch ; as it is my temper to make np all differences, so your 
Honour may rest assured of me for your mediator. What else 
material Ooja Ahmed will inform you.” 

Wednesday, 9fh , — The Governor and Council being met, 
dispatched away the presents that were returned, with Narrain 
and our Moollah ; adding to the Nabob’s present a Looking Glass, a 
China lanthorii, two China Chests, and a Dog to a Dog ( ? pair of 
dogs) ; the Governor answering the Dewan’s letter as follows : 

To Dewak Mahomed Seid, 

at St. Thom6. 

I heartily join with your Honour in wishing peace and quietness 
to the whole world, and shall always do and contribute what lies in 
my power to effect the same, when it is to be had on honourable and 
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just terms. I have sent liTarrain. and Coja Ahmed with the present 
that was returned, desiring that it may be delivered as was first 
designed. I shall always acknowledge your Honour's favour, and 
proclaim you to the world to be a man of honour and justice. July 
9th, 170L 

Thomas Pitt.” 

** Thursday i lOth . — Harrain and the Moollah returned about one 
o’clock this morning from St. Thome, and give us the following 
acco.unt. 

“ That the Habob received his present very kindly with great 
espressions of friendship, and sent a Horse and Tasherifi to the 
Governor. That the Dewan had received his present, but told them, 
that he had added 1,500 Rupees of his own to the Habob's to make it 
acceptable to hhn, (the meaning of which we well understand), and 
told them that if Coja Ahmed and our Moollah should come 
to-morrow, he would give him Perwaunas for confirmation of our 
privileges. 

” This sudden alteration happening makes us fear a snake in the 
grass, and resolve that we will not disband any of our forces till his 
army marches* 

Friday, Mtli , — This day the Habob sent us word that to-morrow 
himself, tie Dewan, and Buxie would dine with us, and desired to 
know with what attendance we would admit him. We would fain 
have evaded it, but the messenger he sent, pressing us so hard for a 
direct answer, we sent him word that the honour was too great to 
desire it, and greater than we expected ; and if he pleased to come, he 
should be very welcome, and we be ready to receive him in the 
Garrison with one hundred horse. So all imaginable preparation is 
ordered to be made, and Messrs. Marshall and Meverell (two of the 
Council) attended with ten Files of Grenadiers ordered to meet and 
receive him at Mr. Ellis’s Garden to conduct him into town. 

Saturday, 12th , — About twelve this noon, the Habob, the .King’s 
Dewan and Buxie were conducted into town by Messrs. Marshall 
and Meverell ; the streets being lined with soldiers from St. Thomd" 
Gate up to the Fort, and the works that way manned with the Marine 
Company handsomely clothed with red coats and caps, and the 
curtains of the Inner Fort with our Ti*ain Bands, all which made a 
very handsome appearance. The Governor attended with the Council, 
the Mayor, the Oommanders of the Europe ships, and some of the 
Principal Freemen, received him (the Kabob) a little way out of the 
Gate of the Fort; and after embracing each other, the Governor 
presented him with a small ball of Ambergrease cased with gold and 
a gold chain to it, and then conducted him into the Fort and carried 
him up to his lodgings ; when after sitting some time, the Habob 
was pleased to pass very great compliments upon ns, commending 
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the place as to what he had hitherto seen of it, and gave us all 
assurance of his friendship ; after which the Governor set by him 
two cases of rich cordial waters and called for wine, bidding him 
welcome by firing 21 pieces of Ordnance. Soon after the Governor 
drank to him the MoguFs health with 31 pieces of Ordnance ; and the 
principal Ministers of State (our friends), as also the ITabob, Dewan, 
and Buxies, with 21 pieces of Ordnance each ; all which healths the 
Nabob pledged in the cordial waters. So, soon after, the dinner 
being ready, which was dressed and managed by a Persian inha- 
bitant, the Governor conducted the Nabob into the Consultation 
room, which was very handsomely set out in all respects, the dinner 
consisting of about six hundred dishes small and great, of which 
the Nabob, Dewan, and Buxie and all that came with him, eat very 
heartily, and very much commended their entertainment. After 
dinner they were diverted with the dancing wenches. The Nabob 
was presented with cordial waters, French brandy, and embroidered 
China quilts, all which he desired. The Dewan upon his promising 
us a Perwanna had a Euby King. The Buxie had one likewise offered 
him, but refused it, and seemed all day out of humour, occasioned, 
as we are informed, by some words that had passed this day between 
the Nabob, Dewan, and him before they came hither. 

“ About six in the evening they returned to St. Thome, the Gover- 
nor in Council, and gentlemen in town, with the Commanders of the 
Europe ships, waiting on them without the Gate of the Fort ; where 
they mounted their horses and were attended by Messrs. Marshall 
and Meverell to the place they received them, and at their going out 
of St. Thomas’s Gate were saluted with 3l pieces of Ordnance. 

Messrs. Marshall and Meverell returning, acquainted the Gover- 
nor that the Nabob desired to-morrow morning to go aboard one of 
the Europe ships, and in order thereto that six Mussoolas might be 
sent to Triplicane; which was accordingly done, and the English 
ships boats ordered to attend him. 

** Sunday iZth , — About seven o’clock this morning Messrs. Marshall 
and Meverell went to Triplicane, in order to wait on the Nabob aboard 
the English ships, and the Commanders went ofi to receive him, but 
the Nabob having been very drunk over night, was not in a condi- 
tion to go, and deferred it till to-morrow morning. 

‘‘ The Breakfast we intended aboard ship for the Nabob, was sent 
to St. Thomd, which he accepted very kindly. 

**' This day the Buxie sent to the Governor to desire leave to come 
into town, to dine with a Persian of his acquaintance, and afterwards 
that he might see the Company’s Garden, which was accordingly 
granted ; where we sent Narrain to wait on him and see whether he 
was in a better humour than yesterday, and to present him with the 
King which he refused, with a gold Snuff-box, both to the value of 
about seventy-five pagodas j both which he accepted, declaring that 
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lie had no resentment against the English, but should be ready to 
aerre them upon all occasions, but he thought in the management 
of these affairs the Dewan had not done fairly by him. 

** The friendship of this Buxie is not so much desired for the 
Post he is now in, but that he is of very good family, and has many 
relations near the king. 

Monday i I4ih — We bad several alarms from St. Thome that the 
I^abob was going on board ship, but his mind altered, and then he 
desired to see the Company’s Garden, which we used all means to 
divert him from, by reason in going to it, be must have had a view 
of all the weakest part of the town. This day he sent word to the 
Gov'ernor that he was informed from Abdul Labby Governor of 
OhiJlambaram, that our Deputy Governor of Fort St. David protected 
the King’s enemies ; and desired that we would take care that the 
like be not done for the future. The Governor answered that he 
would immediately write away to Fort St. David about it, which 
was accordingly done. 

** Tuesday i lUh , — This morning the Nabob sent word to the 
Governor that he would make him a visit at the Company’s Garden ; 
"whereupcfo Narrain was sent to endeavour to divert him from it, 
which ii he could not do, that then to advise the time of his coming. 
So Narrain about twelve at noon sent to the Governor to acquaint 
that the Nabob was coming with a great detachment of horse and 
foot with all his elephants, and what he meant by it he could noc 
imagine. So the Governor ordered immediately to beat up for the 
Train Bands and the Marine Company, and drew out a detachment 
of a hundred men tmder Capton Seaton to attend him and those 
gentlemen of the Council who went to the Garden to receive the 
Nabob. But Narrain seeing the Nabob coming in such a manner, 
told him it would create a jealousy in the Governor, and desired him 
to halt until he sent the Governor word and received his answer. 
But before the answer came, the Nabob was got into a Portuguese 
Chapel very drunk and fell asleep, and as soon as waked, which was 
about four o’clock in the afternoon, he ordered his Camp to march 
towards the Little Mount, where he pitched his tents, and sent to the 
Governor to excuse his not coming to the Garden, and desired him to 
send a dozen bottles of cordial waters, which were sent him. 

^ Wednesday l6th . — This morning our spies writing us that the 
Nabob with his army continued encamped at the Little Mount ; made 
us unwilling to disband any of our forces, 

Thursday f l7th — This day the spies from the Gamp advises that 
the Nabob was marched with his army about a mile on the other 
itide of Poonamalee.” 

Thus Dawood Khan disappeared for a while; the remiiinder of his 
proceedings will be recorded in our next chapter. 
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ci3:a.:ptki2, xvii* 

ELOCKIDB OF FORT ST. GEOEOE BY BAWOOD KHAN IN THE 
GOYBENOBSHIP OF MB. THOMAS PITT. 

1702. 

The events connected with, the blockade of Fort St. George by the 
Nabob Dawood Khan, will form the conclusion of the first portion 
of our sketches and illustrations of ** Madras in the Olden Time.*’' 
They are recorded so fully and clearly in the Consultation books, 
that a few explanations inserted here and there, are sufficient to 
render them easily apprehended by the general reader. Accordingly 
with these exceptions we leave the Government diary to tell its own 
tale. 

Wednesday, *ltli January, 1702. — We being jealous from the 
reports of the country, as well as cautions given us from Surat, 
that the Mogul’s Government design us troubles ; and being appre- 
hensive the worst they can do is to stop trade and provisions 
by land, and commit devastations upon our towns, which lie a small 
distance from us ; and considering we are not able to protect them 
by detaching foot forces on all occasions, for that by the extremity 
of heat they are incapable of marching and doing service after** 
wards, experience of which hath already cost many lives. Where- 
fore we have resolved to give encouragement as formerly to all the 
Company’s servants to keep horses, and to allow them fifty fanams 
per mensem towards the charge thereof, to commence from the Isfe 
of February next. In consideration of which, all such horses and. 
their accoutrements shall be for the service of the garrison, and to 
be sent upon any expedition as the Government shall think fit; biit 
if such horses shall be killed or spoiled in the service of the garrison, 
they are to be paid for by the Honorable Company, and to be valued 
by the Governor and Council, or such indifferent persons as they 
shall appoint to do the same.”* 


* The troubles at Surat had been occasioned by certain piracies committed 
on the Hgh seas, which the Mogul’s Government charged against the Company, 
and desired to make the Company responsible. The evil had been agg^vated 
by the rivalry between the Old and New Companies ; the latter charging^, the 

former with being implicated in the piracies. 
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Wednesday f — ^Early tbia morning set out otir Moollah for the 

I^abob Dawood Khan’s Camp, (he having wrote the President to 
send him and IsTarraiu), to remain there as our Takeel; who had 
verbal instructions to answer the complaintSj should any be made 
against us, of what kind soever. It being advised by our spies that 
thelSTabob with his army are near, and upon their march to St* 
Thomd, but their design not known. Also* sent in onr Moollah’s 
Company, the Nabob’s Gnsbadar, whom he had sent to us some days 
past for liquors, and carried forty bottles of brandy distilled here 
with all manner of spices. 

‘‘ Thursday f 29^^.— Nabob Dawood Khan, Dewan, and Buxie arriv- 
ing this night at St. Thome with considerable forces of horse and 
foot; and the occasion of their coming being variously reported, 
and we being jealous that there are ill designs on foot against 
this place; to prevent their effecting which, we resolve to make 
ourselves as formidable as possible, for which end have taken the 
following resolutions, vi25. 

**That the Train Bands of this city be immediately raised. 

♦*That to-morrow morning the Portuguese Militia be raised and 
posted at the outworks. 

“That both our Cotupany soldiers lie at their arms night and day 
during the encampment near US, 

“ That two hundred Eajpoots be taken into service, to guard our 
out towns and the Company’s cloth at the washers. 

“That what Lascars, not exceeding 60 or 70, be entertained to 
assist the Governor. 

“ That to-morrow morning our Brahmin Paupa be sent to our 
Moollab in the Nabob’s Camp ; and both of them go with a compli- 
ment from the President to the Nabob, Dewan, and Buxie, and 
carry with them a small present of Bose- water, Acheen oranges, and 
sweetmeats.” 

Yery late the same night the following event was entered in the 
Consultations. 

“ About eleven o’clock this night received advices from our Moollab 
that he had waited on the Nabob, who seemed very pleasant but the 
Dewan otherwise; and that the Nabob had something to say to him 
to-morrow.” 

Friday, SOth . — This day our Moollab and Brahmin Paupa waited 
on the Nabob, Dewan, and Buxie, as was yesterday ordered, who 
were very kindly received ; from which we infer, it being the opinion 
also of many of the Natives, that they are working some ill designs 
against us. 

** Saturday, Slst — The Nabob sent his Chobadars as a safeguard 
to Egmore and our other new towns. 
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“ Wednesday, — Gopal Naick, a cotisiderable man in the conntry^ 
coining to make the Governor a visit, it was thought £fe with the 
advice of the Council to present him with five yards of fine scarlet 
broadcloth, a sword blade, and two looking-glasses; his relations 
being the persons that procured the king of Golconda’s firmann for 
the settlement of this place; and the chief of his retinue being 
tasheriffed with five yards of red perpetnanoes, and the rest rose- 
water sprinkled with betel, they all went away, after passing great 
encomiums upon the place and justice of the English Government. 

The i^abob Dawood Khan having been several days at St. Thome, 
and our Moollah attending him, whom he sent for before he arrived 
there, pretending great business of importance, and having not as 
yet imparted anything ; he was ordered yesterday to wait on the 
Nabob CO receive his commands, and know the occasion of his being 
sent for; who received for answer that he (the Nabob) expected 
some Englishmen to come to him, and that too not without a present ; 
pretending how much be had been our friend, having never wrote 
against us to Court, nor informed the king of our revenues, to whom 
was due a great sum for arrears thereof. The Moollah returning 
this morning to carry an answer to what the Nabob demanded, it 
was resolved as follows. That whereas he (the Nabob) had sent 
for the English, French, Dutch, Danes, and Portuguese, (from 
which we infer and are jealous that he has an order from the King 
to oblige all Europeans on this side the country to give security for 
all Piracies committed in these seas, as they have forced them to do 
at Surat), it is resolved that no English go; besides should any b© 
sent, we could not avoid a present going with them, which would be 
of ill consequence to the Company’s affairs for the future, we having 
given him a present about six months since, which would not only 
be pleaded hereafter as customary by himself, but by all succeeding 
Nabobs. And as to our revenues, we ordered our Moollah to tell 
him they were only raised upon our own people, and such acquired 
considerable fortunes in our service; and that we were ready to 
demonstrate, not only that we daily gave subsistence to at least two 
hundred thousand people subjects to the Mogul, but that there also 
arose yearly by the trade of the place, a vast sum to the King’s 
treasury ; and whereas we imported to a great amount of silver and 
gold, we exported nothing but the produce of the country and the 
labour of his people; and that rather than be subject to such 
frequent nresents, it would be more to the Company’s advantage 
that the King gave us some years to get in our effects, and then 
demolish our settlement and quit his country. And this message 
the Moollah is ordered to deliver, resolving to send no English nor 
present.” 

The receipt of this peremptory message appears to have deter-* 
mined Dawood Khan upon blockading both the city of Madras and 
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Forfe Sfc. George. Lifetle time was lost. On Wednesday, as we bave 
indicated, the Moollah was sent to St. Thome, On the following 
T’riday the result was recorded in the Consultation book. 

“ Friday^ 6th , — ^This morning early we had news brought us, that 
the ISTabob had stopped all provisions and all goods coming in and 
going out of this town ; and particularly some cloth of the Company's 
coming, which soon after, we were advised he had carried to St. 
Thome, before we could draw out our forces to rescue it 5 and we 
discovered several bodies of horse marching at a distance without 
our bounds. About noon our Moollah returned from St. Thom^, 
advising us the Nabob had sent for him, and showed him the King’s 
order, and given him a copy thereof, translate of which appears 
after this Consultation. So we immediately raised our Trainbands 
and Portuguese Militia of the place, and appointed them their parti- 
cular posts for the defence thereof. 

Translate of the Hosbulhocum from the King, with Assid Khan’s 
seal, dated 16th November, 1701, in the 45th year of the King^’s reign. 

To Dawoob Khan, all health. 

** The English and other Europeans having entered into a contract to 
defend our subjects from Piracies committed on the seas ; notwith- 
standing which they have seized and plundered Moor’s ships: 
therefore I have wrote all Subahs and Dewans, that all manner of trade 
be interdicted with those nations throughout our dominions ; and that 
you seize on all their effects wherever they can be found, and take 
them carefully in your possession, sending an inventory thereof to 
me ; and it is likewise further ordered that you confine their persons, 
but not to close imprisonment. I write you this by the King’s 
command, which you are to obey, and know that this is a firm decree 
for so doing ; an answer to which, with the news that relates here*» 
unto, we demand with all expedition.” 

Copy of the Moollah’s declaration, delivered here upon his return 
from St Thom4 

‘' This day (Friday, 6 th February, 1 702), the Nabob, Dewan, Emaum 
Beague, and Mahomed Amin Mersheriff, sent for ns to the Dewan's 
honse ; where the Nabob told me that the great God knows that he 
ever bad a hearty respect for the English, and did never wish them 
any hurt, saying, here is the Hosbulhocum which the King has sent 
me to seize Factories and all their effects ; which, as I style myself 
the King’s slave, I must obey him, though, says he, we do not "care 
to fight them, but in case they begin we are ready. The Nabob 
likewise told me, that we had received of the late wreck* (“ Advice” 
frigate) seven hundred thousand pagodas, which appertains to the 

* The Mogtd’s GoveTament claimed ail wrecks as the property of the King, 
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King, and we must/ be answerable for it, or if we bad any Srmauns 
to this purpose we must show them him, which is the reason your 
e:ffects are seized by the King’s orders, whose command we must 
obey. 

I did see the two Hosbulhocnms, one to the Nabob and one to 
tbe Dewan, the one sealed with wax the other with ink, to which the 
Nabob bid me send an answer. The Dewan at the same time telling 
me I should not be dejected, for they would be answerable for double 
what should be lost.” 

The same Friday the proceedings of Dawood Elhan and the receipt 
of the Hosbnlhocnm were duly debated upon in Council ; and it was 
resolved that the President should send the following letter to the 
Nabob. 

** To HIS Excellency Dawood Khak, 

“This morning our Moollah came to me, who shews me the copy of 
an Order said to be from the great Assid Klian, charging all Europeans 
with Piracy, and that by a writing they are answerable for the same. 
We have been informed that there was such a writing extorted from 
the English, French, and Dutch at Surat, which amongst us is of no 
value, being forced from us ; nor will the same be regarded more 
particularly by us, who have been so great sufferers ourselves ; and 
besides, our King have not been at so little charge as two hundred 
thousand pagodas to extirpate those villains. 

“Tlie goods you have seized to-day, I doubt not but you were 
advised what value was thereof. 

And as to what your Excellency was pleased to say relating to 
the wreck, we have the law of God and all nations on our side; for 
no ship is a wreck, whilst her proprietors keep possession, and bad 
you taken tbe least thing of her, you must have been accountable, 
as you will be for many other things you have already done. 

Your Hosbulbocum says, we are not to be close confined ; and 
your Excellency said to the Moollah that you care not to fight us, 
hot are I’esolved if possible to starve us by stopping all provisions. 
We can put no other construction on this, than declaring a war with 
all Europe nations, and accordingly we shall act. Dated in Fort St. 
George, 6feh February, 1702, 

Thomas Pitt.” 

A letter to the same effect was also written to the Dewan, 
Mahomed Seid. 

The next day, Saturday, the forces of tbe Nabob began to plunder 
Egtnore, Pursewaukum, and Triplicane ; and many of the inhabitants 
of Aladras began to desert the place. A full account of these events, 
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and a copy of letters which were this day received from the Habob 
and the Dewan are entered in the Consultations as follows, 

‘‘ Saturday, 7^4.— This day the Nabob’s forces plundered our out 
towns of some straw and paddy, and drove away the inhabitants ; 
and the poor people that lived in our suburbs and Biack-town, being 
so intimidated by the approach of the Moors army, and the prepara- 
tions we made for our defence, several thousands deserted us ; and 
the Farmers of the Tobacco and Betel complaining that they could 
not collect the revenues by reason of these troubles, and more parti- 
cularly Betel being stopped, which would in a few days occasion 
great clamours amongst the inhabitants ; so that for the encourage- 
ment of all to steal it in, we have ordered that the Farmers cease 
from collecting these revenues till the troubles are over.” 

The letter from the Nabob was as follows. 

Fkom Dawood Khan Nabob to the Govebnok of Chinnapatam. 

** I received your letter and observe the contents thereof ; and as to 
what you write about stopping provisions and goods and your trade, 
it is done by the King’s order, as a means to interdict your trading. 
You say that the King of England has spent 200,000 Pagodas to 
destroy the Pirates, which was our King made sensible of, it would 
redound to your advantage. 

“ You also wrote something else, but as for me I have no other 
order from the King than mentioned to you ; but if you have any ill 
designs, I know how to deal with you ; but I give you my best advice 
because I wish you well.” 

The letter from the Dewan was to the same effect. President Pitt 
replied to both in similar terms. We need therefore only extract his 
answer to the Nabob. 

To Nabob Dawooh Khan, 

I received your Excellency’s letter and observe the contents; 
and, as I take it, in that paper you call the King’s order, there is 
nothing about stopping provisions, for that, in all parts of the world, 
is publishing a war between nation and nation ; though we have 
sufficient for our people for two years, besides the sea open to us. 

“That our King bag been at 200,000 Pagodas charge to suppress 
Pirates, is a thing known to all nations, as also to yours, for four of 
his men of war were in this road. 

*‘We have lived in this country nearly one hundred years, and 
never had any ill designs, nor can your Excellency, or any one else, 
charge us with any; and it is very hard that such unreasonable 
ordei’s should be issued out against us only, when they relate to all 
Europeans, none excepted as I can perceive ; and whether it be lor 
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the good of your kingdom to put such orders in execution, your 
Excellency is the best judge. 

** We are upon the defensive part and so shall continue, remem- 
bering the unspeakable damages you have not only done us in our 
estates, but also in our reputation, which is far more valuable to us, 
and will be most resented by the King of our nation. 

Thomas Pitt.'"' 

The same day the Presidency of Port St. George despatched 
General Letters to Port St. David, Masulipatam, and Yizagapatam, 

enclosing translate of the Mogul’s Hosbulhocuni, and giving leave 
to the two latter places to withdraw hither, if they apprehended 
that the order would any ways affect them,” 

Sunday^ Sth, — About noon we bad news brought us from our out- 
guards, that a party of horse were drawing down towards our 
Washers, who had cloth in their hands to a very considerable amount ; 
upon which we sent out a party of horse and foot to protect the 
same, whose appearance caused them to march off. 

" Monday^ 9th. — Last night the Governor received a letter from 
the Dewan, the purport of which was, that matters were not to be 
accommodated by letters, but by sending some judicious person. 
Whereupon the Governor summoned a Council, with the Mayor, 
Military Officers, and chief inhabitants of the place, to consider what 
was most proper to be done. Upon whieh it is resolved to send our 
Moollab, who by reason of bis caste they dare not affront or abuse, 
who is to bear what they have to say, but answer to nothing till he 
has direction from the Governor, Accordingly this night he is 
ordered to go to St. Thome. 

“This-day again, we had many thousands of the inhabitants 
deserted their habitations, being mostly women and children. We 
beard that the Nabob bad taken four Englishmen prisoners at St. 
Thome coming overland from Fort St. David, being some sailors 
belonging to the ” Advice” frigate and soldiers of that place, who 
had leave to come hither. 

Tuesday, } 0th. — The Merchants acquaint that the Moors have 
seized 40 ox loads of the Company’s cloth, and carried it into St. 
Thome, being come away before their orders could reach their 
Factors for not sending more ; and they further acquaint us, that 
they understand the Nabob has sent to seize all cloth in the Weavers 
hands with their accompts. 

“ Wednesday, lltji . — This day again the Governor summoned a 
General Council, and produced a letter be bad wrote to the French, 
Dutch, and Danes, to advise them of our circumstances and the 
occasion thereof : also the necessity of our joining together in this 
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matter ; which was debated and agreed that it should bo translated 
into Portuguese, but to defer the sending of it till to-inorrow night, 
in expectation to hear some news from our Mooilah before that time/' 
(As the letter is merely a brief recioal of circumstances with which 
the reader is already familiar it need not be publislied). 

** Thursday i XWi,, — This-day the Governor summoned a General 
Council to acquaint them with what message the Mooilah had brought 
from the Nabob at St. Thom6, which was such rhodomantade stuff 
that we could hardly give credit to it. .He demanded possession of 
our Mint ; that bis people should come into our Town and view our 
Godowns* and take an account of our estates ; and that we should 
put one hundred men of theirs in possession of the Black town ; atid 
that then he would write to the King that we had obeyed his order, 
and make an attestation in our behalfs, unto which we must wait an 
answer. Otherwise he would fall in upon us, and make us surrender 
by force of arras, and cut us all off. He also told the Mooilah that 
if we were merchants, what need had we of such a Fortification and 
so many Guns; which is an argument which has been much used by 
the New Company’s servants, since their dropping into this country ; 
and, as we have been informed, the same has been urged to the King 
and the great men of the kingdom at the Camp. - 

It was agreed that no answer be returned to this message, as 
not being worth our taking notice of, but tacitly to defy their threats. 

** There being a report of our sending some ships into St. Thora^ 
road to batter that place, the Nabob making it his refuge; which so 
intimiHated the Portuguese there, that the Bishop sent us a letter 
and protest, the translates thereof are entered after this Consul- 
tation, and the Governor’s answer thereto. 

“ SiK, — Supposing the advice that I had to be true, that yotir 
Honour was resolved to send a ship or two to this Port to bouib the 
City, with intention to destroy it, was the reason of my writing this, 
and to present your Honour the enclosed protest ; in the first place, 
humbly desiring your Honour to desist from your intent, since the 
inhabitants have not deserved it, who on all occasions have behaved 
themselves as true friends, and thankful for the kindness yotir 
Honour has treated them with all. But when your Honour will not 
desist, I o:ffered the enclosed protest in the name of the King of 
Portugal, whose city this is. Your Honour ought not to think 
strange of this protest, for in writing according to o^ir justice and 
right, it is not against the rules of friendship and good will, which 
I owe your Honour; and from thence I hope your Honour will 
accept of it, with the courtesy wherewith I offer it. God preserve 
your Honour. St. Thome, 12fch February, 1702. 

Your Honour’s bumble servant and friend, 

BisHor Of MELi&rooja.*^ 
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To THB Govbrhoe 01? Madras, 

“ Boxi Gaspar Alfonso, Bishop of the cifcy of St, Thome and 
Meliapuf, and of His Majesty’s Council, by the absence of* the 
deceased Captain More Lnous Luis de Oliveira. We understand 
by a constant report from Madras, that your Honour with the advice 
of your Council has made ready one or two ships with instruments of 
war to come to this Port and destroy this City of St. Thome ; and 
supposing that we persuade ourselves that this is only a report*, 
and that your Honour will not put in execution what is said, this 
being a city of the King of Portugul’s, and under his flag, wherein 
there is a Bishop, Captain More, Ovidore, and other ofiicers 
accustomary to a city, made by him ; and that your Honour will not 
break nor act against the Peace observed so many years past between 
the Crowns of the most serene kings of Great Britain and Portugal ; 
chiefly since the inhabitants of this city have not given any cause 
thereof, but rather have showed themselves on all occasions as true 
friends. But when your Honour does resolve to act against these 
reasons, and break the friendship between the two Crowns, we do 
protest against your Honour once and many times, as to the rights 
and customs of this place in behalf of the King of Portugal, and as 
to this city for all the evils and damages that shall thereby succeed ; 
of all which your Honour is to be accountable to the most serene King 
of Great Britain, to whom shall be represented all the prejudice you 
do to the King of Portugal and this city j and we desire you to 
accept of this protest with the courtesy we offer it unto you, for 
the good of our justice and right. St, Thom6 12th February, 1702. 

Don Gasfae Alfonso, 

Bishop of Meliapur.” 

The following letter in reply was dispatched the same day by 
.President'" Pitt. 

“ To His Lordship ♦ 

the Bishop of St. Thome. 

I received your Lordship’s letter with the protest and observe 
the contents thereof, and shall take care to preserve the good union 
between their Majesties the king of Portugal and the king of Great 
Britain, and the friendship that is between your Lordship and us, 
for which I have a great value ; not in the least doubting that your 
Lordship, or any of your nation, would by advice or otherwise give 
any assistance to onr reasonable and unjust enemies. So craving 
your Lordship’s blessing for success to our arms against them, and 
wishing you all health and prosperity, 

I am, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient 
Humble servant* 
Thomas Pitt.’’ 
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“ Friday, IWi . — Our MoolMi rehirned fco St. 'riiom<§, and ordered to 
remaiu there to advise ua of all occurrences from time to time. 

** Dispatch per OattaTnaran for Fort St. David (to be forwarded 
thence) our letters to Pondicherry, Negapatam, and Tranquebar, 
enclosing also translate of the MogiiFs Jlosbuihocum. 

‘‘ Mr, Chardin acquaints the President he has received per 
Cattamarau a letter from the french Governor of Pondicherry, which 
advises that a Gusbadar with six horse were conm there from Dawood 
Khan, to desire. their assistance of ships and men against this place ; 
but the Governor pleading great business, excused hearing their 
message upon their arrival; and that night dispatched their three 
ships for Europe. Also advised that the Nabob had sent for the 
french second to come to him, and they "were told, he being sick 
could not go. 

“ Saturday, lUh , — News brought from St. Thome that one 
thousand Poligars are come down to Dawood Khan’s assistance, and 
mow in St. Thome. 

** Sunday, 15i7i.—Sent the Moollah at. St. Thome, to be delivered 
the Nabob, Dewan, and Buxie, forty-eight China Oranges, there being 
no more good brought ; which were kindly accepted, "^but the Dewau 
bid the Moollah write the Governor for a hundred more, that he 
might send them to Court ; which is understood to be one hundred 
shoes of gold, or so many thousand pagodas or Rupees. 

** Monday, l6th — Information being brought, that a boat of the 
Company’s goods from Kistnapatam was seized by the Moors in a 
Cattamaran off Pulicat; a Musoola was immediately sent hence that 
way in pursuit of them, and four Portuguese soldiers well armed, 
with orders to destroy such who oppose the bringing away the goods. 

Friday, 20^7^.— This diiy our Moollah acquainting us that he had 
been discoursing the Buxie about the troubles we are now under, 
who outwardly seems to be our friend, and was telling him that there 
was no other way to get clear of them but by a Petition to the King, 
and that the Nabob, Dewan, and himself would likewise send another 
in our behalfs. So the Moollah desired that he would be pleased to 
advise the method <j£ those Petitions, which he immediately did. So 
after perusing of them, we concluded to give no answer as not worth 
our taking notice of ; but agreed to send for our Moollah hither 
to-morrow morning to give an account of his negociations.” 

The following draughts of the proposed Petitions to Aurungzebe, 
which President Pitt declined to take into consideration, are worthy 
of preservation* 

“ The method for the Governor of Chinnapatam to write His 
Majesty the Mogul, drawn by the Buxie. 
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Dawood Khan and Mahomed Seid Dewan have received your 
Majesty^s Hosbnlhocum to them, the purport whereof, is to seiae our 
eifects, stop our trade, and confine our persons. We humbly lay our 
lives and estates at your Majesty^s mercy, and are always obedient to 
your commands, nor are we blame worthy ; being altogether innocent 
of any Piracies committed either to Muasulmen or any others, but on 
the contrary have made it the utmost of our endeavouring to destroy 
those rogues. Our ships are continually going and coming on this 
side, and to this hour never robbed or plundered any ship whatever. 
I hope your Majesty will take this into your gracious consideration 
and lay no blame upon us.” 

** From the Nabob, Dewaut, akb Bcjxds to the Kisro. 

“ The English of Chinnapatam humbly lay their lives and estates 
at your Majesty's mercy, whom we have invested round in order to 
seize their effects, and have already taken what goods we could find, 
nor are they disobedient to your Majesty’s commands. 

“ We have made strict enquiry, and find that they have ships 
always coming and going to and fro in these parts, and to this hour 
it was never known that they have plundered either Mnssulmen or 
others. Besides they have been very serviceable to your Majesty’s 
armies in assisting Khan Bahadur against your enemies with their 
lives and fortunes ; by whose means the Carnata country came to 
abound so much in wealth j and as to presents [liere the Nabob 
getting artful} they will pay into your Majesty’s Treasury in the 

term of four years, the sum of and will keep the seas clear in 

these parts. 

** We humbly entreat your Majesty to be favorable to them, and 
lay no blame upon them.” 

As we have already indicated, the Government of Fort St. George 
failed to appreciate the kind mediation of Dawood Khan. But we 
proceed with our extracts. 

Saturday t 21sf. — The Moollah returned this evening from St. 
Thorn^ and acquainted us with abundance of discourse he had with 
the Nabob, etc., from whom he had great intimations that they 
wanted from us a very great sum of money ; to all of which we bid 
hiifi answer, that we owed them nothing, their king nor his country, 
nor would we give them anything. 

** Tuesday, 25^k-— The Governor sent to our Moollah at St. Thome 
two hundred China oranges, half for the Nabob, the^ other half 
equally between the Dewan and Buxie ; and in the evening received 
a letter from the Moollah that he had accordingly delivered^ them ; 
and discoursing the two former about several matters touching our 
present troubles, all seems to hang on the Dewan for accommo- 
dation, the Nabob declaring to what the other does.” 
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On tbo 26fch, advices reached the President from Fort St, David, 
that Abdul Labby at Chillambaram was preparing to besiege that 
place, and that the Moors had already seized a quantity o! Com- 
pany's cloth to the value of 30,000 or 40,000 Pagodas. On the lat of 
March the blockade had commenced, but the place was not (dosely 
invested. Shortly afterwards President Pitt received letters from 
the Dutch and Danes, as appears from the following entry. 

** Wednefidmj, Uh AfarcK — Received a general packet from the 
Dutch at Negapatam, and another from the Danes at 1’rarn|nel)ar, 
in answer to our letters wrote them the 12th past. The former 
makes a specious excuse for not assisting us with men, saying they 
are under fear of trottbles from the Tatijore country ; and to shew 
they want their complement in Garrison, sends us abstracts of 
letters wrote by them to Ceylon and Batavia requesting recruits ; 
and that the late storm having damaged their magazine of provi- 
sions, they cannot supply us with any ; concluding with a feigned 
strain of sorrow and wishes for a happy issue from our troubles. 
The Danes allege their circumstances are at this time very weak, 
having bad great mortality amongst their Europeans both ashore 
and belonging to other ships, which we have reason to credit ; but 
they sent a Sloop of provisions which arrived this evening. 

** Thursday j Our spy Brahmin from St. Thom6 brings advice 

that the French Secretary from Pondicherry arrived there yesterday, 
and had this day presented the JTabob, Dewau, and Buxie in liquors 
and rarities to the amount by calculation of about eight hundred 
pagodas. 

Friday f C^/i.—The Portuguese Trainbands, having lain at their 
arms ever since the Nabob's coming to St. Thom6, and most of them 
consisting of poor seafaring and handicraft men, who have families 
to maintain ; we think it reasonable and necessary for the Company's 
affairs at this time, to allow them pay from the time they took up 
arras for defence of the peace. Accordingly it is ordered that the 
Paymaster forthwith give them their pay* 

“ Thursday^ 12ih , — Our spy Brahmin from St. Thome acquaints 
that the Dutch arrived there this morning from Pnlicat, with a 
present for the Nabob.” 

The same day important information reached Fort St. George, 
that the dispute between the English at Surat and the MoguPs 
Government respecting the Piracies, had been finally accommo- 
dated, “ the English having paid for the two sliips taken by the 
Pirates in the Straits of Malacca, upwards of 282,000 Rupees in 
broadcloth and other goods.” 

Friday^ iMh — Our Moollah from St. Thomd acquaints that this 
day the Dutch attended the Nabob with their public present, consist- 
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given privately is not for obeying his commands, 

and having been commended by the W aOoDior j 

took leave and went po„g Onr Moollah answered, 

Moolkh why the f tt "m Tas S reason. In 

that} tlieit repeated inmgmties to consider our 

the end the Nabob told J,1 J‘'^o??nr having 

fault; and that if „f advice X to 

a kindness for oo^QOifltopees^ To which the Moollah replied, 

on it, satisfaction having been made at Snrat. ^ 

“ Friday, 20tK-Om Moollah r^emiWed ^^ 00 " 

copy o? news arrived in -mside for the Moores demands at 

Vakeers advices th^at restitution J® been very industrious to 

Sit S2”f;s 

^‘4^^tS.»dTSo^? vp‘ lo™ “ 

from which it is to be implied what he wants. 

« Tif„ndav 23 rd.— Sent the Nabob somePegn o^nges, who retnrned 

.. T.«ia,. |1.< Kd.°S£SS«r=- 

he is informed, j Si goods belonging to 

ing what done byDawood .f „X elven out to hasten onr 

Meters now be^an to g^“l™’exSnsS^^ 

£ gXb rmef — Abont a week 

after the foregoing entry we find the following . . , . , 

a considerable tune, ^°PP™8 , „u._„eg which baa not only been 

much increasing and revenne^. but 

very and finding now that they 

likewise to the P . ®,_° which we impute to the advice 

decline very much in their demands at Surat are satisfied; we 

f to pre'^rent -retter inconveniences, to employ onr 

have thought fit, to prevent „ 

Selim Beague, an ii^habitant of this to , nierohants the 

18,000 Bupees; belL^g to this place and Port 

goods and money they oqq®t, g “^c^ngiaering the very long 
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to come again, or any of Ms snccessors hereafter ; and accordingly it 
is agreed that the President pays the said sum mpon the terms 
aforesaid, and not otherwise/^ 

The matter stood over for nearly a -month longer, during which no 
entries npon the matter appear in the Consultation books. At last 
definite proposals arrived from the Nabob, atid on the first Sunday 
in May an extraordinary Consultation was held to take them into 
consideration. We extract the particulars. 

** Sunday 3 ^rd May . — The Nabob and king’s officers having lain 
before this place upwards of three months, and interdicted all manner 
of trade and provisions coming into this place ; the latter growing 
dear make it uneasy to the inhabitants ; and there having been some 
overtures of accommodation from the enemy, which the Governor 
has been daily importuned by all sorts of people to accept of, 
occasions his summoning this General Council ; whom he acquainted 
with every particular as entered after this Consultation. Which 
being debated, it was agreed much by the majority that the proposals 
be accepted of; and that the same be negooiated and settled by 
Chinna Serapa and Narrain, acquainting the Governor from time 
to time what progress they make therein. 

*^'ThB proposals made by Elisnojee Dodojee, by order of the Nabob 
and Bewan/to the Governor of Madraspabam for an accommodation 
of the present diffierences* 

Whereas by a late order from the king all trading and provisions 
with the English has been interdicted at Fort St. George and Fort 
St* David, we the Nabob and Bewan do now reverse the said order, 
and do grant them free liberty to trade in all places as heretofore 
they have done, without let or molestation ; and to confirm the same 
to our people, do promise to give them our Ferwannas directed to 
all Foujdars, Killadars, Corrodees, Deshais, Destramokys, Poligars, 
and inhabitants of all places whereto they trade, to be carried by 
our Chobdars. 

Thait whatever moneys, etc. have been taken away, either upon 
the roads or in towns, or in any place whatever, said moneys, eta, 
shall be returned to the value of a Cowry, and our merchants set at 
liberty. 

** That the Villages,, and all that has been taken from them, shall 
returned, and due satisfaction made for all damages according to 
account. 

** And whereas their trade has been stopped by the King's orders 
goods and moneys seijsed, it is requisite that an order from the King 
be procured to revoke the former, which we oblige ourselves to do ; 

upon ccmiplianee with the aforesaid articles, twenty thousand 
Eupees is to foe paid by the English to the Nabob, and five thousand 
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privately to the Dewan ; of which sums half is to be paid upon clear* 
ing the Tillages, returning the gram they have there sensed, taking 
off the stop on trade and provisions, ana sending the Ohobdars to 
the aforesaid officers with Perwannas to all parts of the country ; 
whereby to order our trade to be as free as formerly, and to restore 
all goods which were seized, and now lie in St, Phome; and when 
the whole business is completed the English to pay the other half 

Tuesday, bth . — The siege raised T 

Thus this notable blockade of Port St. George was brought to a 
conclnsioiu A. few days afterwards a further present was made to 
the Nabob of liquors and rarities to the value of one thousand 
Bupees ; the Nabob then marched away with his army ; and lastly 
the Portuguese Militia was disbanded, and a treat was given to each 
Company by his Excellency the Governor, 


OOVERNORSHIP OP MR. THOMAS PITT. 

1701 ^. 

In the previous chapters we brought down the annals of Madras to 
the siege* of Fort Bt. George by the Nabob Dawood Khaa, Before 
however proceeding with the annals chronologically, we shall bring 
forward a few extracts for the years 1701 and 1702, which refer to 
domestic incidents, and which could not have appeared in their 
chronological order without interfering with the history of the siege. 
After the date of the raising of the blockade, the events will be 
arranged as before in order of time. 

The ffrst extract refers to the old struggle for the exercise of 
independent power by the Koman Catholic Bishop of St* Thome, 
against the Governor of Fort St. George. 

Thursday, Bth May, 1701. — The Secretary is ordered to. deliver 
Padre Friar Michael Anjous, the following paper translated m 
Portuguese, and he to be present at the reading of the same in their 
Church on Sunday next. 

Whereas we, the Governor and Council of this place, have been 
credibly informed that on or about the 12th March last, the Bight 
Eev. Father Don Caspar Alfonso. Bishop of St. Thomd, as he styles 
himself, did send a paper to the Padres of Madras belonging to the 
Church, for the exercising the Boraan Catholic Beligion, commanding 
and requiring them to publish the same; the purport of which paper 
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being to require and command fcbe delivering np of sundry papers, 
to the Pro visor and Yicar- General of St. Thome; which papers 
wholly relate to a cause d.epending in onr Court of Admiralty; and 
npon their non-compliance with the same, they were to undergo the 
greatest excommunication. 

“ In order to publish these our highest resentments against the 
Bight Bever end Don Gaspar Alfonso^'s proceedings, and the Reverend 
Padre Friar Michael Anjous compliance with the same, we hereby 
declare that no Bishop whatsoever of the Boman Catholic religion 
hath any power or jurisdiction over the Clergy or Laymen of that 
persuasion, residing under this our Government. 

And to prevent the like irregularities for the future, we strictly 
command and enjoin you Padre Friar Michael Anjous, or whoever 
shall succeed you as Chief Padre in this Church, not to publish, 
read, or permit to be read any paper directed to you from any 
Bishop or ecclesiastical functionary whatever, without first acquaint- 
ing the Governor of this place, and obtaining his leave for the same, 
as you will answer the contrary at your peril. And we further 
require you to publish this our order in your Church in a full con- 
gregation on Sunday nest. Given under our hands and the seal of 
the Bight Honorable Company. Dated at Fort St. George in the 
city of Madras, this eighth day of May, l70l. 

(Signed by the President and Council) 

Our next incident is -quite a domestic one. 

“ Tuesday, 9th Jfay.— Whereas Ensign William Bead on Sunday last 
coming drunk into Church and challenging his fellow officers, it is 
therefore resolved for such oSences, that one month^s pay be stopped 
by the Paymaster, and he be severely reprimanded by us,’^ 

The following little anecdote illustrates the commercial rivalry 
which prevailed between the Dutch at Pulicat and the English at 
Fort St. George. 

Saturday, 2Sth Jum.--^BereLpsk md the Joint Stock Merchants 
informing ns that the Dutch, who have now made great contracts all 
along this coast, are tampering with all our Weavers to seduce them 
from our service. And whereas it has been the custom in such con- 
siderable contracts as have been lately made here, to deposit in the 
Weavers hands five pagodas for each loom, to be delivered in cloth 
at the last payment ; the Dutch now, to engross the Weavers and 

g et them from our Merchants, have offiered to deposit in the Weavers 
ands ten pagodas for each loom. So considering the ill conse- 
quences if we should not enable our Merchants to do the same, and 
that they will inevitably lose their looms ; we order that forthwith 
fifteen thousand pagodas be advanced to Serapa and the Joint Stock 
merchants,*’ 
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TheBext incident illustrates the Native idea of the hereditary 
nature of all public appointments. 

Wednesday f %Uh Deceniber . — Angerapa ISTaikjOur Watchman, dying 
the 29th October last, there has been great application by letters 
from seTerai Poiigars to us in tbe behalf of Timapa Naik, who con- 
tended several years for tbe place with the deceased Watchman ; 
but dnding upon enqumy that it was not his right, besides having 
murdered some inhabitants of this place, he was rejected. And 
whereas the late deceased Watchman has left a son an infant, who 
upon enqxiiry of the most knowing inhabitants of this place say, 
that the infant has the right of succession : so that to prevent any 
more application to us, and fearing that Timapa Naik may procure 
the Nabob^s Ferwanna, which may occasion disputes between the 
Government and us ; we have thought fit to grant our Cowle to the 
infant, during whose minority his uncle Tegapa ISTaik is to oiBBciate 
and to be Chief Watchman of this place ; and accordingly it is agreed 
that the infant be tasherifiEed with the usual ceremony, and a Oowle 
drawn out.” 

The losses entailed upon the Company’s Government by the pro* 
ceedinga of tbe Arab Pirates have been already alluded to, and are 
suflaciently represented in the following extracts. Our readers will 
bear in mind that it was at this same Judda or Jedda, the Fort of 
Mecca, that tbe massacre of Christians took place in 1858. 

8aUirda%^ 24fh January, 1 702. — This place Madras having sufiEered 
much by sbips unjustly seijjed by the Arabs of Muscat and the 
Bashaw at Judda, which has occasioned great clamours amongst the 
inhabitants of all sorts in this place, chiefly through despair of any 
assistance from the Government, for procuring satisfaction, for the 
same; the Governor and Council, to pacify them for the present, 
proposed the sending a petition to the king of England, and a Letter 
to the Company, setting forth their grievances and great losses 
thereby. Which Petition and letter was read and agreed on as 
entered after this Consultation. 

To I’HE King’s most Excellent M4Jesty in Council, 

Tbe humble Petition of your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, inhabitants of the city of Madras on the Coast of Coro- 
mandel in the East Indies. 

Humbly Shbweth, — That we, your Majesty’s Petitioners residing 
in this place, having liberty of trade in these parts, did in June 1695 
equip out a ship called tbe ** London,” burthen about 120 tons. 
Bichard William Master, to Bengal, and thence to Persia, where she 
arrived safe ; but on her return, 1 4th April, she met three Arab ships 
off Muscat, and took her and carried her into that Port, and made 
prize both of ship and cargo, valued at about £5,000 sterling from 
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the Easfc India Company* Merchants of London trading to the East 
Indies. She had ten Europe inen onboard of her, three* of which 
made their escape, and the others miserably perished in prison^ who 
were most part your Majesty’s subjects. Ana on the 18r.h June 1700 
did send hence a ship called the ** Friendship,” burthen 100 tons, 
William Morrice Master, to SiuMfc, who from thence went to Persia, 
and meeting with two Arab ships in the Gulf, was^ seized on by 
them and carried to Muscat, whore they sold the ship and cargo, 
amounting to about £8,000 sterling, besides Armenian goods of 
great value; and imprisoned after a most barbarous manner her 
ship’s company, the master, maces, and several Ofiicers being your 
Majesty’s subjects. 

We also in October 1690 sent a ship called the Diamond,” 
burthen about lOO tons, John Gockroft Master, to Bengal, and there 
to lade for Judda in the Bed Seas ; who accordingly did, and pro- 
ceeded to the aforesaid Port ; but losing her passage wintered at 
Acheen, so that she did not arrive at Judda till March 1701. They 
were promised by the Bashaw freedom of trade, and the protection 
of the Port : upon which they landed their goods and sold to the 
Bashaw and his officers good part thereof ; but soon after they were 
possessed of the goods, they seized the Ship and the remaining part 
of the cargo, which they made sale of ; so that with what they had 
before in their hands, amounting to at least £30,000 sterling. They 
also seized the Supercargo and Commander, and what other 
Europe men did not make their escape, and murdered some of 
them by tbeir barbarous imprisonment, and threaten to sell the 
persons of those living. All which was upon pretencej that this was 
the ship that took an Arab’s ship the high land of Bt, John’s 
near Surat the year before. At which time this ship Diamond” 
was at Mocha, and returned thence into this road in September, whilst 
your Majesty’s four Men-of-War were here; and being informed 
that thk place Judda is in some measure under the Government of 
the Grand Seignour, we have represented this great injustice by 
letter to your Majesty’s Ambassador at Gonstautiuople and your 
Consul at Grand Cairo. 

These our misfortunes, we know not what cause to assign for 
them, unless it be as is reported through this country, that some of 
our nation have most industriously endeavoured to dx all piracies 
committed in these parts on the Old East India Company and their 
I’^.Citors, and on such as reside in tbeir settlements; inculcating 

* Our readers must hear in mind tliat the Company’s servants at this time 
had permission to trade on their own account between different ports in the 
East, so long as they did not interfere in the trade with Europe. This permis- 
sive trade they generally carried on with the assistance of the principal Native 

Merchants of Madras on the j>rinciple of a Joint Stook Company, 


1701 - 3 .] 


BISTOBY OB MADRAS. 


225 



likewise into the Natives, that let them seis^e what they will of ours 
that we have no power to make ourselves restitution, nor will there 
be any trouble come to them thereon. 

** We having here most humbly represented to your Majesty, the 
most notorious injustices we have suffered from the Arabs of Muscat 
and Bashaw of Judda, all amounting to at least £43,000 sterling; 
for the restitution of which we humbly implore that your sacred 
Majesty will be graciously pleased to extend your Royal protection 
to us, in granting us your letters of reprisal, or in such manner as in 
your great wisdom shall be thought meet. 

And your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray, etc. 

The Letter to the Company covering the Petition to the King, 
contains little more chan a request that the latter might be forwarded. 
The following extract from it is worthy of preservation as exhibiting 
the feeling of animosity which prevailed against the New East 
India Company. 

We have too much reason to be jealous that that unhappy mis- 
fortune at Judda may be justly attributed to the infamous and 
hellish contrivances of some of our own countrymen (i. e. New East 
India Company), who have stuck at nothing in endeavouring to fix 
the piracies upon you and your Factors abroad. And if that Bashaw 
of Judda does what we are advised of, in selling the Commander and 
Supercargo, why may it not be a precedent for the Arabs of Muscat, 
and the Moors throughout India, to do the same, and then what will 
become of all your subordinate Factories. These are also many 
more dreadful consequences to be inferred from the lafce resistencies 
of these nations ; and if they be not speedily called to an account^ 
and forced to restitution for what is passed, it will most certainly 
end in the utter ruin of your trade in these parts/’ 

We now return to the domestic annals of the Presidency. During 
the actual blockade of Fort St. George, no other entries of any 
importance appear in the Consultation books excepting those con- 
nected with the siege. In May however, matters returned to their 
old channel. The following extracts explain themselves. 

^ ** Thursday, 218^ May, 1702. — We finding that gardens within a 
mile of the works of Black town to be very inconvenient, they 
giving great advantage to an enemy for lodgments, and erecting 
Batteries against us ; for which reason it is ordered that Messrs. 
Empson and Marshall do take a view of what Gardens have been 

t lanted these five years, and report to the Governor and Council the 
istance they are from the works, and whether any ways incom- 
modious. 

“ It is ordered that the Paymaster provide scarlet coats and beaver 
hats for the Portuguese Officers, as a gratuity for their readiness to 
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serve the Garrison, and the same for the English Officers, viz., 
Lieutenants and Ensigns.*' 

The departure of Dawood Khan was celebrated with four days 
successive feasting as appears from the next entry. 

Friday, 22nd Mai/.— *On the 3 9th instant the Portuguese Militia, 
on the 20fch one Company of Soldiers, the next day tke other Com- 
pany, and this day the Gunroom crew, were handsomely treated 
with dinners under a large tent spread in the Inner Port; and the 
Commission Officers of the respective Companies those evenings 
■upped with the Governor,” Again on the 25th, the Governor and 
Council and Trainbands were splendidly entertained with a supper 
at the Company’s Garden ; they having also been under arms in our 
late troubles.** 

The following complaint brought by a crew against tbeir Com- 
mander and Chief Mate is worthy of preservation. 

** Wednesday, Wi Jv>ly. — The Governor yesterday receiving a sort 
of a letter, with a paper signed by twenty-nine of the “ Phcenix” 
Ship's Company, commonly called a Bound Bobin j the purport of 
the letter consisting chiefly of complaints against Captain Carswell 
and his Chief Mate, Mr. Abbis, The Governor immediately sent 
fpjr the Captain and Purser of said ship, who seemed to be surpriped 
at it, saying that they knew nothing of the matter. Upon which 
the Governor sent off an order to the Chief Mate, about which the 
Captain, Chief Mate, and five of the men appeared before us this 
day; two of the five being the Boatswain and Gunner of the ship, 
who complained chiefly of the disability of the Chief Mate, that be 
knew not how to discharge his duty in that employ, as also of his 
abusing the men. Their complaints chiefly against their Commander 
for pinching them in their provisions ; he confessing before us that 
their allowance three times a week is but a quart of rice and gram 
together for five men a day, but promises that for the future it shall 
be rectified. So upon the whole examination of this business, we find 
that the Gunner has been the ringleader, who seems to us to be an 
impudent, saucy, insinuating fellow, and believe has been the sole 
occasion of stirring up the men to complain in this malicious manner. 
The Bound Robin as well as the letter, as he himself confesses, 
was wrote with his band ; so that to prevent the ill consequence 
that may attend such clamours, it is resolved that the Gunner 
and Boatswain are discharged the ship, as also Daniel Bulfinch and 
Peter Middleston ; the two latter, avS the Captain tells us. have been 
very active in this villany; and for the present that the four afore- 
said Iversons be committed to the Main guard, till we consider of 
inflicting such punishment as they deserve." 

On the 8th March, 1702 died William HI, and in September the 
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same year the news reached Fort St. George, as will be seen from 
the following entry, 

** Thursday, 17 th September. — In pursuance to an order of Con- 
sultation, the B^'lag was early this morning hoisted, and at eight 
o’clock was lowered, when there was two volleys small shot and one 
hundred ca.nnon discharged by the half minute glass, for the death 
of our late Gracious King William the Third of blessed memory. 
Then the Flag wavS again hoisted up, when the Mayor, and all the 
Aldermen in their gowns on horseback, with twelve Halberteers and 
a Company of Grenadiers marching before them, proclaimed our 
Gracious Queen Anne at the Fort Gate, Town Hall, Sea Gate, and 
Choultry Gate, with many huzzas and great demonstration of joy, 
with three volleys small shot and one hundred and one pieces of 
cannon discharged. And in the evening the Governor, attended 
by all the Gentlemen of the Council, with the Mayor and Aldermen 
and several other gentlemen in palanquins and horseback, to the 
Company’s Bowling Garden, where there was a handsome treat pro- 
videa; all Europeans of fashion in the city being invited to the 
same, where they drank the Queen’s health, and prosperity to old 
England, with many others. 

The following very disinterested act on the part of a Kative Chief 
deserves special notice. 

Saturday, 26th. — Abdul Labby Khan, Governor of Porto Hovo 
and the country about it, came last night to St. Thom6, having been 
lately at the Camp at Vellore; unto whom the Governor sent this 
morning the Moollah with a compliment, and two bottles of rose water, 
which lie kiiidly received, and intimated to him that he was desirous 
of seeing Madras, which the Moollah was ordered to evade if possible, 
but not to give a flat denial. And whereas we have always found 
the Governor of Porto Novo a friend to our Company’s interest, and 
to preserve his friendship, it is agreed that we make him a present 
of Gold Chains to the value of about 450 Pagodas. 

Sunday^ 27th. — The Moollah and Brahmin did this day attend the 
Nabob Abdul X»abby at Bt. Thome, with the present of Gold Chains, 
which they privately offered ; but he refused to accept them, telling 
them he was a true friend to the English, so would take no present, 
but would always continue the kindness he had for us, and make it 
his study to do us ail the good services that lay in his power/’ 

Our nest extracts explains itself. 

** Tuesday, 20ih October. — During the time Dawood Khan lay before 
this place, we were continually straightened for provisions, at which 
time the weather being very hot we could not salt up any ; so were 
forced to keep a great number of Hogs, the meat for which was 
very chargeable, besides the great inconvenience of keeping such a 
number. So to prevent any future danger that may happen from 
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the Garrison wanting provisions, it is agreed that between tins 
Janu^y nest, that Sie Steward be ordered to kill three hnndv^ 
Hoars, to be salted up as the Governor from time to time shall direct. 
Ana if it should so happen there be no occasion for them, that then 
they be disposed of to the shipping as opportunity oSers. 

“ Weimsdaii, itii November.— Th& President is advised from 
Masulipatam 'ibas the Mogul pUchinghis Camp near some great 
mountains, from which of a sudden came so great fall of waters, 
S sweot away about 150,000 people, with o lephants. horses, 
camels, and baggage, he himself narrowly escaping. (Ihis event is 
noticed by Elphinstone, who however reduces the number of people 
who perished to 12,000.) 

The followinoj incident furnishes an extraordinary illustration of 
the administration of the law. 

FndaVt The 29th ult. it was ordered that the three black 
fellows apprehended, and found preparing to coin pagodas, should 
be brought on their trial to-morrow ; but finding the evidence 
against them is so insufficient that they will most certainly be 
acauitted, and they of ering six hundred pagodas to be acquitted 
without a trial, it is thought much better to accept the J 
onlv in regard to the six hundred pagodas, but likewise their being 
acauitted on their trial would encourage others to attempt the same ; 
and accordingly it is agreed to receive the said six hundred pagodas, 
and banish them the place, 

The news of the war of the Spanish succession had now reached 
the Presidency, and preparations were made to improve the defences. 
The following entry will illustrate the state of aflairs. 

“ SaUrdav, l&h January, 1703.— Here being a report that there is 
comhig a strong squadron of French and Portuguese meu-qf-war for 
India, against which we are informed the Dutch are making great 
preparations, and putting their garrisons in a posture of defence ; 
mid we fearing our nation is engaged in the war m Europe, and well 
knowing that the Dutch will give us no manner of assistance, so think 
it necessary to keep our Garrison in the best posture ot defence we 
are capable of.” 

This year another series of attempts was commenced for obtaining 
possession of the Company’s out towns of Bgmore. Persewanknm, 
and Triplicane. The first, it will be seen, was checked by a very 
decided action on the part of Governor Pitt. 

“ FHdam, nth Ma/rek.—The Governor having news brought him 
last nighk that there had been six or eight Peons, who had tied 
leaves m the Company’s towns, which is the custom of the country 
when they take possession of any place; Peons were sent out imme- 
diately to seize them, but could not find them; but this morning 
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three of them came to the Governor at Elmore, and produced a paper 
which is an order froin the Fonjdar of Poonamalee, grounded upon 
an order he had received from the King’s Dewan Mahomed Seid. 
The Governor ordered them to be carried prisoners to the Fort, 
where they were put in irons, and intended to be punished for exeent- 
ing an order within our jurisdiction, without first acquainting the 
Governor therewith.” Four days afterwards the three Peons were 
i^eleased, in consideration that they were but servants, aiid obeyed 
only tlieir Master’s order ; but were severel)^ checked for the same, rlio 
Governor telling them that if they or any others presumed to do the 
like again, they should most certainly lose their heads.” 


The following entry of the same date explains itself. 

** Mr, Richard Pearson writer, who came out in the Pbeenix,” and 
immediately sent to Masiilipatam, where he behaved himself' very 
insolently to his superiors, for which they sent him hither in January 
last, where soon after he behaved himself very impudently to the 
Governor, who confined and punished him for it ; and afterwards 
upon his submission, and acknowledging his fault with promises of 
amendment he was set at liberty ; wlien in few days after, he 
quarrelled at the Company’s General table, where be gave opprobrious 
language to several, and blows to boot. So finding liim an incorrigi- 
ble and debauched fellow, and that keeping him here may tend to the 
ruin of several of the young men in the Company’s service; — it is 
agreed that he be confined to the inward Fort, and sent for England 
by the first opportunity ; and that he be permitted to come no more 
to the Gompa.ny’s Table, but that the Steward shall send him such 
provisions as tlie Governor directs.” 

We have already seen, on the occasion of the visit of the FTabob 
Dawood Khan to Fort Bt. George, that the General Table could be 
magnificently served. The following extracts will prove that even in 
the matter of silver plate, the show was by no means despicable for 
those days. 

Thursday, Sth April, 1703. — The Company having no plate for 
their General Table, or any other use, but wbat is very old and 
battered, and but very little of it too, which is now agreed to be 
melted down, and the President who brought out a set of plate with 
him, and has used it ever siiice at his own charge : it is agreed that 
the same now be taken on the Company’s account ; allowing for the 
same, as the Company’s silver was lately sold, sixteen Dollars weight 
for ten pagodas English standard ; and for the fashioning thereof as 
it cost in England ; and that the same be weighed off to the Steward, 
and an aceourit of it brought into Consultation, that so it may be 
brought into the Books. From the particnlax's of an account which 
is given at full length in the Consultations, we learn that Governor 
Pitt’s silver plate weighed 2240o55. 17 dwts, that the metal was 

20 . 
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Taluedat£700 steling, and timt the fashioning cost £65. The old 
plate which was melted down was valued at less than £100. Mr. Pitt’s 
new plate included 66 silver plates, 6 salts small, 1 salt large, 3 
castors and mustard spoon, 3 porringers, 16 spoons, 6 forks and 6 
knives, 1 ladle large, 12* dishes, 1 teapot, 1 sauce-pan, 2 salvers large, 
2 salvers small, 1 Monteith, 4 large candlesticks, and 7 covers.. 




CPaCAlPTEJR' XIX. : 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. THOMAS PITT. 

1703—1 

The great event which distinguished the period in our annals 
now under review, is one which can be stated in a few wurds, viz., 
the union of the Old and Companies into one. With this event 
the quarrels of the two Companies naturally terminated, and atten- 
tion was once more directed to the prosecution of tirade, the progress 
of domestic affairs, and occasional communications with the Nabob. 

The first incident to be noticed furnishes another illustration of 
the old difficulty of collecting new taxes from the natives. It will 
be remembered that on the advance of Dawood Khan a brick wall 
and other works had been erected for the defence of Black town, and 
arrangements were made to meet the expense by collecting a special 
tax fx'om the inhabitants. It will be seen from the following extract s, 
that many abuses had occurred in the collection, which were charged 
upon Serapa Naik, the Chief merchant who had been appointed to 
superintend it. 

Ffidayy Qth Aprils 1703. — The Chiefs of the Castes having met 
daily for some weeks past at the Pagoda to consider of %vays and 
means for raising the money for building the Black town wall and 
works ; and having acquainted the Governor a few days past that 
they had perfected the same ; we summoned all the Castes this day 
before us, and called over the Roll of how much every Caste was 
assessed. With which they all seemed to be satisfied, and declared 
they had given their assent thereunto. Upon which we ordered it 
forthwith to be collected in such a method as they themselves 
desired ; which was to be by their own Conioopolies, and two Peons 
to each Caste, 

** Wednesday, — :There having been a scandalous paper drop- 

ped in the town, relating to the assessing of the Town wall money, 
written in a counterfeit hand in English ; which we judge to be by 
some European who has had some insight in the Company's affairs ; 
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raising a wall round the Black Town for our security, must be 
reimbursed, and three thousand pagodas ttvorc added to repay the 
said Serapa's charges of presents, elc., during Dawood Khan’s stay 
here last. 

^^Seeond . — Having well considered the Honorable Company’s 
indulgent care to protect us, we shall most willingly acquiesce to 
refund their cost of the Town wall, but then humbly request may be 
granted, yvz. 

“ 1st — That only the first costs thereof be assessed. 

— That an Englishman be appointed receiver or Collector. 

That no pretence of pi'eaents, etc., made by Serapa Haik 
be interwoven with the Town wall money. 

*•' 4fh , — That every caste, knowing what each are to pay, have 
liberty of themselves to bring the same, which they promise to do 
within any time limited. 

Third , — These four requests being granted will give a general 
satisfaction, and save the hire of so many Gonicopolies and Peons 
employed as now appointed in this affair. 

Fourth.--- And. what further induces us to insist on the foux* 
requests as aforesaid, ax'e, because we are under some jealousy, that 
' besides the Town wall money, and the 3,000 Pagodas for Serapa 
Naik, more may still be taken, and appropriated to the present 
manager’s use. 

** Ourselves, and fathers before us, have long experienced the 
quiet and moderate English Government, and hope our children’s 
children affcer us may enjoy the like. But when some by their 
characters assume to it abuses ; under a presumption that their 
being favourities will protect them against all clamours (which we 
find too true) ; we have only this expedient left, vi?s, to represent 
our calamities. And liaving so done now, we hope a short time will 
show us^ the effects of your wisdom, by interposing in matters so 
destxmctive to the public good ; otherwise we propose to apply our- 
selves to the Honorable Company, by sending them a copy hereof, 
with another memorial of farther complaints of this nature. Dated 
Madras, , April, 1703. In behalf of the Hative inhabitants of 
Madras,” 

Notwithstanding^ the denial on the part of the Natives, of axiy 
kiiowledge or participation in the paper, it is certain tliat siibse- 
quentlythe amount was only partially collected, and that with the 
utmost difficulty, as may be gathered from many allusions, which 
need not be reproduced here. 

The following quaint but graphic narrative of an engagement with 
Pirates is entered in the Consultations, dated 31st May, 1703, and is 
well worthy of preservation as illustrative of the times. 
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A relation the takinpf of febe Ship ** Pembroke Pri^ate/^ by the 
Pirates at Mayofefca, March lOfch, 1703, by Mr. Edward Fenwick, the 
Supercargo. 

*’ On the 9fch of ilarch last we made the Island of Mayotta, and as 
we were standing in wir.h the land aboitt three leagues distance, we 
discovered tevo slops under sail close under the land. They had sent 
their boats oil Ixiforc we could see them to make out where we were; 
they were full of men, atid kept rowing about half a mile to windward 
of us. After we vsliowed our colours and lired a gun to windwai’d, 
they oiiv,h of them put out a Hag, which we at first thought to be the 
King's iiag, not plainly (iistiisguishing it; but they would not come 
neai‘ us to a(‘<juaiju. us which was the road or the way in ; which we 
were obliged to endeavour the finding ourselves, being iu extremity; 
and with this consideration concerning the ships, that if they should 
prove pirates our loading would be of no use to them, so consequently 
we might expect good treatment from them, as has formerly been 
shown to others. We steered west and west by south till we came 
iiito live fathom water about a league from the shore, and there 
anchored ; which we had no sooner done, and veered away a little 
cable, but the most frightful and greatest of dangers presented 
themselves to us, both of the ship and our lives ; breakers on all 
sides within half a ship’s lengthy which, because it was dark and just 
high wuiter, we did not perceive till we were so near them. Whilst 
we were in this consternation and hurry what to do, the two boats 
hailed us, lying at a grappling right ahead within call ; but would by 
no means come to our assistance, except we Erst sent our boat to 
them. Tlion wo immediately sent our Yawl with four hands, two of 
which they took into their boat, and put two of their own people into 
our boat. " When they came on board they thought we had been fast 
ashore, and said they were soriw to End us in so bad a condition ; the 
loss of our ship being unavoidable as they thought; we lying on a 
reef of rocks winch rati out two leagues on each side of us, and would 
be drj^ iu half an hour’s time, and all round ixs nothing but breakers. 
They advised us to let trie ship lie till morning dry, and they would 
all come off then, and see what possibly might be done to save her; 
so little hopes had we from them of getting off again ; and indeed we 
soon perceived they told us nothing but the truth ; for by this time 
the tide had ebbed very much, and at every hollow of the sea the ship 
began to strike. Therefore Captain W^oley considering that delay- 
ing longer was but running ourselves into greater dangers, and that 
there was no other remedy but to cut and stand the same way out as 
we came in ; so desired the two men to go and send . our people on 
board which were in their boats, which they presently did. Then all 
hands turned to, and immediately hoved a peck and cut away, 
having a spring upon the cable to cast her. By these endeavours it 
pleased G-od everything answered our expectations ; and before we 
could cast the lead six times were past ail danger, receiving no other 
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damage fcbati the loss of oor best bower, and about ten fathom of 
cable." Now after our ship was out of danger, wo began to consider 
tbe answers made by the two men that carao on board, to a few 
questions we asked them. They said their greji,t sh i p was a P ermission 
nhip bound for Muscat, laden with guns, anchors, cables, etc, ; Captain 
Hillyard Commander. The little ship they said belonged to tbe Scotch 
Company, one Captain Drummond, Oommander, and wa.s bound for 
Madagascar, to trade for slaves, with small arms, powder, etc. That 
they had lain there nearly three months before tt> repair and clean 
their ships; and that just as they made ns coining im they were 
standing out to proceed on their voyage. Wo acTpiainted them the 
great necessity we were in for provisions and wiitcr, aiul that several 
of our men were down ; to which they answered, they did not doubt 
but their Captain could assist us with eveiTthiug, and send their 
boat betimes to us in the morning. We did not give much credit to 
what they said, yet there was no way to get clear of them bitt by fair 
words and entreaties ; so kept standing oil and on all night ; and at 
12 o’clock next day, being the lOtb, we came to an anchor about a 
mile from the shore, being low water, at which time we see their two 
boats lying dry upon the sand. About an hour after, when the water 
fioated them, they rowed towards us ; and being come within pistol- 
shot under our stern, they hailed us, asking if they might be 
Buffered to come on board, that they were friends and had brought 
ns fresh provisions. Captain Weoley answered, one of them might 
come, yet they both came rowing on ; and when they were under our 
quarters, one on each side, they all started up with their arms 
guarded, swearing if any of ns fired a piece they would give m no 
quarter, and if we did not fire they would us no harm, nor take 
any thing from us. Captain Weoley ordered every one to fire, which 
we all did, and tboy at us; Captain Weoley jumping down the after 
skuttle at the same time, and bidding every one to their close 
quarters, some into the cabin and some between decks. But we not 
able to keep either of them long, they firing six shot to oiu' one ; and 
then perceiving it was impossible for ns to do more, they having two 
ships very near us, we called for quarter; which they gave us, 
disarming us, and turning us into the head. Then they began to 
rummage and rifle the ship everywhere, until their heat was" over. 
In this scufiie we had two men killed, Mr. Gold our Chief Mate, and 
Cornelius Browne a Boremost man. Of their men they had two 
wounded; one of them mortally, the other shot through both his 
arms,^ The rest of the day they spent searching about the ship, and 
swearing to revenge themselves on Captain Weoley, for first bidding 
them come on board, and then firing upon them as they came along 
our side; likewise to burn the ship. The next day they carried 
Captain Weoley on board one of their ships, and kept him prisoner 
there ; about forty of them staying on board us till Friday the 12th, 
when they put it to the vote whether to burn her or to give her to 


mSTOllY OF MAJDEAS. 


5P. 




::l70a--4-l 

ns JiKn-i"- If If"’" 1“'''^ Mwttint flToff ^oe or four days 

siio had i'fiftn.in!y heou |o ffivo their votes in our favou^ 

,r„ «« ihno to maho lU'W'y 11 '®"“*’ ™ ^ to burn 

S wo md A it by so.vontcou deliverod the ship 

£ Aft,<a- taking .several * »” f ® f ^ 
to us asain that night ahon . . ■ - johatm.a, giving us sis old small 

Hioir wav toMadagiisear and Tv e io‘ would by no 

arms in lieu oE forcing him to go along with 

Ouipbii-m ^ ‘5. » p BWCftriiTiS tiO sliooti hiTO 

servo'ns a jiilot for tho btraits ” . force Francisco do Orua 

rreEusod’ it- “lirt- Hogendirk a Datobman. 

our Giirponiei >Gti > ^mluntarllv with tlieiu. 

euterodhimselimid weiu . fnll of men, and one sails 

- These two Fii;at6S are Quns and near 200 men ; 

excolleiitly well. The biggest^ first, a Per- 

Ptiie is called the ** Prosperous, and w< i ^ and taken about 

mission ship upon ’The then Commiwider 

six mouths betoreat I^I="Aag.isoai. but the new Pirate 

kd soon after oE the wounds he leceiv^^^^^^ 

Captain of her is «''^I'®^„ftkerly commanded by one Captain 
“ Speedy Return,” and She carries 12 Guns and 70 

Driimmond, ^ She ‘with another about the same 

«« .S «t by lb. s»i«b i„ ,1. 

In consequence of this Straits of Malacca did not 

Madras Eoids which were £,tendsTs^ the Gonsultat on 

proceed on their Aostination , • p lessening of the 

Took, “to the great Aetrnnent ot tbe 

Sms ; bosides it is to be * tew troubles with the Govern- 

?£countryships,.itwillbnngiis^ .^trjeated 

lb. ™oa.i. 

coniftry tiiat there wil be sudto alteratio^^ i having but 

i X removal of the Nabob, or Ui^ who tenders 

' two spy Brahmins in JI‘®0'‘XrPnttte, procured the firmann 
• to serhoe, being son to f ’ and he seeming to be an 

£ oip.Ss’SlSnSS.rf'all of importm..,b.l »l 

to be there as a T akeel. ^ 




23C HISTOBY OF MADRAS, [1703-.4. 

The following entry illustrates the stringent nature of the laws 
againsG duelling. 

Mon dan i ‘2ord Auffusi, 1703. — The Governor having coniined 
Captain Seaton and Mr. Stratford for going out yesterday to tha 
Company’s old garden to fight a duelj he ordered them to be brought 
up this day before him in Council to examine into the occasion of it ; 
when it was found that Captain Seaton gave the challenge withouti 
any manner of provocation, so that it was resolved their conliue™ 
meat should be continued till we had considered what punishment 
we should afiliot on them to deter others from doing the like.’’ Tluj 
confinement lasted ten days, at the expii*ation of which Ca.ptni?i 
Seaton was fined 200 Pagodas and Mr. Stratford 50 Pagodas. Captain 
Seaton, however, as we have seen on fonher occa.sions, had a happy 
knack of getting out of a scrape as easily as lie got into it. Three 
weeks afterwards we find the following significant entry : — Captain 
Seaton delivering in a petition settting forth hLs contrition for his 
offence, for which he was fined 200 Pagodas, and prays that we 
would remit the same ; which, in consideration of his great charge of 
children, and his promivses of not doing the like, is granted him, and 
ordered that the Secretary do ret nr n him the same.’’ 

In November this year rumours of coming troubles appear to 
have reached the Px’esidency. The Steward of the Fort was ordered 
to buy up 300 hogs, and feed them up, so that they may be fit to 
kill and salt up during the cool weather for the service of the 
Garrison.” We also find the following entry. 

Tmsday^ 2nd November, 1703. — ^The Governor received advices 
this day from the Nabob’s Camp, that there was ordei’s given out to 
the Foujdar of Tripassore to raise forces to come and seisse our towns ; 
which we are resolved to defend ; and in order thereto, it is agreed 
that the Paj’^mastor forthwith run up a brick wall round the 
Choultry at Egmore, in such manner as the Governor shall direct, to 
lodge such forces as we shall send on all occasions r^o defend the 
place ; and when the wall is done, to pull down the present Choultry, 
which is thatched and ready to tumble, and to build a commodious 
one for that purpose.” 

Eleven days afterwards the news was confirmed by the receipt of 
the following letter from the Foujdar. 

Translate of a letter from Tahir Khan, Foujdar of Tripassore, 
received November l3th, 1703. 

‘‘I wish your Honour all health. About three months past I 
received a letter from Khan Bahadur to take possession of those 
villages you have, which are under the Poonamalee country. I 
was loth to acquaint you with this unwelcome news by reason of our 
friendship ; but fresh orders are arrived to the Dewan and myself ; 
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and yoiir Honour is sensible that the servant must obey his Master^s 
orders ; so that I can defer it now no longer. The occasion of my 
sending you this is to let you understand that if you will send one 
of your Vakeels to me, my friendship shall not be wanting to 
accommodate the matter, 

Mr, Pitt’s reply was cautious, but sufficiently firm. 

**To Tahie Khan, Poujuar oj? Tripassore. 

November 15th, 1703. 

I received your letter and observe the contents, ’ and can only 
return this answer. The towns you mention were given us by Assid 
Kba.n, the Gri'and Vizier, whose purwaniia we have, in consideration 
of the good^ services we had done your king; which was much to 
the satisfaction of Khan Bahadur who afterwards gave order for the 
delivering them to us. When we thought it had been in this country, 
as in all other parts of the world, that whatever the Grand Vizier 
granted, the king always made it good ; or what reliance can there 
be on the favour of such great men’s purwannas. I esteemed you 
always as you write yourself our friend, and am sorry yoti are 
commanded to execute such unjust orders ; which will occasion no 
less than a difference between the two nations — ^Who is the aggressor 
let the Great God judge. Our Vakeel is sick ; if you send one hither, 
I will immediately give my answer to what he shall propose.” 

The following incident of the war with Prance respecting the 
Spanish succession, is interesting from the fact that the Mr, Dolben 
here mentioned, was our old friend the Judge Advocate in the Court 
of Admiralty, who had been dismissed from his Office, and engaged 
in a profitable trade. Notwithstanding the report of the Pirates in 
the Straits of Malacca, he had boldly set out there in the 
“ Canterbury,” in the pursuit of commerce under difficulties. 

‘‘Friday, lUlh January » 1704. — Last night the Governor received 
news by ti Portuguese letter from Pondicherry, that the two Prench 
ships were returned with an English prize called the Canterbury,” 
belonging to the New East India Company; having met her and 
Mr. Dolben in the “ Chambers” Frigate in the Straits of Malacca; 
which is this day confirmed to us by a letter from Pondicherry, copy 
of which is as follows, viz. 

The two Prench vessels met the ** Chambers” Frigate, and another 
of the New Company’s called the “ Canterbury” of more than 300 
tons, commanded by Captain Kingsford, came from England and 
bound to Surat. The IBth December, near the Island of Sambelan 
in tlie Straits of Malacca at night, they gave each other broadsides. 
The Chambers” Frigate had her mainyard disabled, which he got 
repaired in the night. The next morning she foiight again during 
four hours against the lesser French ship ; after which he made all the 
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sail he could to the bank of Pansola. The Maiirepas*' (French ship) 
fought against the Cantei'biiry” which he took iinnunliafcely. Mon- 
sieur do Fontenay was sent against the Giminbers’’ which seemed 
the least, but proved the biggest and best inaij. We heux' from 
those we have takexi, that Mr. Dolben gave 50 guineas to each man, 
and a promise to each that should be wounded to provide for them, 
to the end they should behave themselves ATell.’’ 

About this time a Roman Catholic Patviarch^ of Atitioc^h arrived 
at l^ondicherry, and subsequently, like the lbs hop of St. Thome, 
executed not a little opposition by endeavouring to interfere in 
ecclesiastical alfairs in the Presidency. Xu the }>revioiis November, 
a messenger arrived from this Presidency with a complimentary 
message for Governor Pitt, as will be seen from the following entry 
in the Consultations, dated 22iid November, 1703. 

“There being arrived at Pondicherry a Patriarch and several 
Padres, said to "be missionaries from the Pope to inspect into eccle- 
siastical affairs in China ; one of which came this day into town, 
sent with a compliment from the Patriarch to the Governor, with a 
small present of Jocoles, oil, and wines ; who was civilly received, 
and afterwards took up his lodgings in the Portuguese Church.” 

The following extract shows a determination on the part of the 
Patriarch to interfere. 

Saturday i 22nd January . — Padre Michael having applied himself 
to the Government for leave to go to Pondicherry, for that he that 
calls himself the Patriarch of Antioch had summoned him thither, 
and he feared that if he did not go it would tend to his ruin ; the 
Governor deferred giving him leave till he had consulted his Council, 
which was this day summoned and Padre Michael sent fox% who 
eaxmestly insisted for leave to go. Wliereupoii bo was asked by the 
Governor whether the Patriarch sent for him as Chief Priest of this 
Bomish Chxirch, or on any other account. Ho answered that it vras 
as he was Chief Priest. To which it was replied tliat w^e could allow 
of no persons to have any authority over the Priests of this place, so 
as to send for them away, or return them or any others at their plea- 
sure. And supposing the Abbot to have a hand in this matter we 
sent for him; who Jesuitically evaded, and denied that he knew 
anything of the matter. Whom Hkexvise we acquainted with our 
resolutions that the Patriarch, nor none else, should exercise any 
power over the Priests that live undex’* our Government. So dis- 
missed them both,, strictly enjoining Padre l^Iichael liot to stir out 
of the town; besides that orders should be given the olicers not 
to permit him to go without the gate.” 

In our next chapter we shall have occasion to produce further 
illustrations of these intrigues. 
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I The following entry will explain itself. 

I Monday^ 3ri Fehruary ^ — Ensign JEtarris, who has often been 
I ■ found drunk, iiisonuich tliat ho has been incapable of doing his duty^ 
j for which ho has been frequently reprehended ; but finding it to no 

1 purpose, he was this day broke; but in regard he has a'wife and 

scTcral children, we have permitted him to serve as Serjeant, but 
that no longer than ho abstains from drinking to excess.*’ 

Eat'ly this year a dispute arose between Governor Pitt and the 
Poiijdar of Bt. Thome, concerning an Armenian inhabitant of Madras 
who iiad been imprisoned by the latter. It appears that one Ooja 
j Timore, an Attorney for an Armenian in Persia, had great demands 
^ on an Armenian named Ooja Awan who was an inhabitant of 
Madras. The case was caiTie'd to Court, but meantime Coja Timore 
the Attorney had business at St. Thome, and was followed there by 
Ooja Awan ; and the latter by some means unknown, but which we 
may reasonably infer to have been bribery, prevailed on the Poujdar 
to imprison the Attorney. Governor Pitt of course sent to the 
Poujdar to deliver up both as inhabitants of Madras ; but the Foujdar 
insisted not only that/ a free pardon should be granted Ooja Awan, 
which would have been granted, but also that the papers lodged in 
the Court should bo delivered up to him. To have granted the 
. latter demand, would have been to establish a most awkard precedent ; 
as it would virtually admit of an interference for the future on the 
part of the Foujdar of St. Thome in all cases pending in the Madras 
Court of AdmiiWty. The following letters will throw some light on 
the dispute. 

Fkoh MiaxJs:\aN, Foujdau op St, Thomb. 

1 liave power over Cbinnapatam, and likewise over St. Thoind, ' 
as it belongs to the king who.se grant of Ohinnapatam ground to the 
Company Vas on no oUier intent than to make the place fruitful, 
and bring riches into his kingdom, but not to act anything that 
should pixjve unjust or prejudicial to the mex'chants interest there. 

I cannot help putting you in mind of, the. Governors of Golconda 
^ and Bijapore, who for their nnjust actions and ill behavioin* were 
instantiy turned out of their ProvincG, notwithstanding all their 
W resistance, and clapped into irons. What reason therefore has the 
I , king to value any cue, seeing he turns out whosoever he pleases; 

1 and who by his great kindness and justice towards his people, has 
^ power of God to conquer wheresoever he comes; and 

knowing me to be one of his Officers, I wonder at the style you 
write me. What can I say more 

The following was Goveimor Pitt’s answer. 

; I To Miuusman, FuujnAK op St. Thoitb. 

; I received your impertinent and insolent letter. We all know 
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a. “SST£'?^r«:^ 

CrXTo "Cow tCu Z teh you bit, her and correct you 

for both. This is an answer to your letter. 


Thomas Tmt.” 


7ufi«r.%”'23‘wtr5 

SIS S; SsSa to opm hi. h...... »a to tohe » 

of CCods inthe presence of the Arnreuians, Moguls and Patans 
Stheflace. Aooordingly the latter were ® 

+itD At-Vi Anril 1704 * bufe on that morning, insttead or going to 003a 

fflip Armenians begged to be excused on tbe ground i.nat they had 
poods at St Thome, which the Foujdar would seize directly he heard 
of theifnartiSon in the matter. Tho Moguls on their part 
stated that the Buxie’s servant had been with them that morning, 

• and charged them in the name of his Master and in the name of the 
Nabob, not to concern themselves in the matter. Uie latmis made 
no appearance at all. Accordingly they were all ordered tho 
Town mil, whilst the Governor and Oonncil took the subject into 
cSderation. Alter a little while the following decision was arrived 
at The Armenians and others were told that it they would become 
security for Ooja Awan’a debts, or for the delivery up ot his person 
withiu a reasonable- time, well and good ; but otherwise they must 
assist at the opening of the house and godowns, and at the taking 
an inventory hf the furniture, or depart irom the place altogether 
within three days time. This decisive mea.uire. ensured (■.omphanoe ; 
and it was agrek that eight Armenians, eight Moguls, eight Patans, 
and eight G-entoos should meet on the following Monday at Coja 
Awan’s house, and assist the Registrar of the Court m taking an 
inventory of his goods. The whole matter seems to have been 
ultimately settled without further difficulty. 


1704 - 7 .] 


EISTOBY OF MADBAS. 


241 


OHA-lPTEilt XX. 

GOVSKNOESHIP 01'' MB. THOMAS PITT. 

1704—7. 

Thp Governorship ot Mr. Pitt extended over the unnsually leng^y 
neriod of eleven years, and, as we have already indicated, was 
bv somh evtoaordinary incidents. In the years now under review it 

will To seen that th^gh apprehensions were George 

XT 1 I TTViari vet the foreign, relations of Foit fet. Cjcorge 

iS."bwSS;.£ mi, .»?. .1 .bi.™ ».J b, s»™«y 

Tscribed to thi extreme old age of Aurungzebe, and the inability of 
thflfotul to subdue theMahrattas; and it may here be noticed,, 
what kToaroelv noticed in the Consultations, that Anrnngzebe died 
fin VliP o ist of Pebruarv l707, in the eigbty-ninth year of his life and 

^ b.tw.» tb*E.i8“ 

? i- XT which for a loner time occasioned an entire stop- 

leading to the flight of many 
SsarThandicraftsmen from Madras. Mr. Fraser also, who had 
i-endere/ himself so obnoxious to Governor Higginson as to induce 
fb A In tier to resign took advantage of the ca.ste dispute to engage in 
a quarrel with er.’ Pitt. We however leave our extracts in general 

to Ml their own story. 

The first refers to the failure of an attempt to rear silkworms and 

obtain raw silk in Madras. _ 

7 . 7.1 if.,.,.;? 1704— We finding that the experiment ot 

• Mowdrt^, h ^ chargeable, the success of which 

making ot law sil well growing of tlie Mulberry trees, 

l exceMve hot and dry, there is little hope 
of It is therefore agreed that all the Neoauds 

except two, be returned to Bengal. 

m. »»t »irr iii<..*r.te, 

wifcbout any pretence whatever. 

i^A 7 r T 1 1702 when Dawood Khan 

™ pC: .be aevT^or ».t ib. “ Bedioed” a«P .» 

'•'liy., , ... 
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Trimauebar for provisions, bnt meeting w 
straitened for water, so that they anciiorod 
fo^ry, where the people seized the vessol 
Xm in prison, where they lay several mon1 
baronsly! The vessel they hauled jintof' 
her guns which werel — 
sent it to the king. Upon — - 
to his Chiet Minister demandig 
could be had, they 
course their right, 
several effects here, 
a Merchant here, one 
Tanjore, prctendei 
procure satisfaotio. 
the President acqi 
seized goods that 
cargo. Unto — 
thereby to discourage 
us from doing the like. 

The Patriarch at Pondicherry 
continued their attempts to exercise 

the English Government. 

“ Friday, Septemhet-.—'The Ca 

Church, being 

St. Thome, ' ’ 
which may 1 
agreed, ^ for 

persuasion, 

to exercise I 
A serious 

and the Portuguese 

"Monday, 25ik- 

pSSe g'entinSenor John Eebeirc 
Moor^; occasioned chiefly by the Moors 
treacherous manner to his house who they call the G 
SSuese, whom he had designed to have imir 
barbarously by imprisonment. Pbe Governor i 
ro£ed a^slilht wound, but upon firing 
Governor and his people fled, t.._ ----- 
this day died of their wounds, and three ' 
danger thereof. 

» nMBda/u 26t7i.— About five this morning 
received a message irom the aoyeruor and 
of St. Thom^ being come to the place of oi 


four, and also ten candy oi: Oinna ^ 

this the President wrote seveuil ktteis 
,_ig satisfaction; Init all the answer 
the vessol was a wreck, and so ot 
the Morcliants of Tanjore had 
seirjed, but that 
great dealings to 
would accommodate the matter^ and 
(V hitherto done anything m it, 

' ■ a few days, back;,. 

aforesaid vessel : and , 

dy assented, ^ hoping'' 

people, and those adjacent to 

and Bishop of St. Thome still 
ecclesiastical authority withi 


At which time . 
which the President would have 

Sanka Eapiaiia who has 

that he wckd 
; but not having ^ 
linted the Council that be had 
came from Tanjore for the 
which the Council unanimoin 
those country ] 


»■ under interdictions from the Patnarcli ana isisnop oi 
^ho desi»'n to put upon us what I adres they^ please, 
Ae worst of consequences. To prevent which it m 
j-i ir»n nf maiiv of oiir inhabitants ot thSit 

that Padre Lorenso a Capuchin, be admitted into town 
Ins fnnotionsin their Church; 

i6 between the Moorish Governor 
thus recorded. 

n the evening we heard that the 
rel wherein was killed a 
o of good fashion, and two 
i’ Governor going after a 
l-oi’emorof the 
t’dered, or used him 
of the Portuguese 
Mng some arras, the Moors' 
two more of w^hose people we hear 
or four it is said are xiv 
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desired admittance and protection, which was accordingly granted 
them and in the evening one of their chief inhabitants, Senor 
Matthias Cavallo, waited on the Governor and acquainted him with 
the whole matter; being much as before recited, only that the 
original of the quarrel arose from a Moor offering to take a candle 
from a young woman as they were walking in procession at their 
feast.’^ 

The following incident is very curious, as illustrating the prose- 
lyting spirit that prevailed, 

Saturday W.h May, 1705. — There being never an Ensign now 
in the Garrison, the Governor proposes Serjeant Dixon and Serjeant 
Hugoniti for Ensigns, one in each Company, The objection againsti 
Dixon is from an obsolete order of the Old Company that no Boxnan 
Catholic should bear command in the Garrison ; but in regard that 
they have since employed Commanders Supercargoes to India that 
have been professed Boman Catholics, we hope it may warrant us in 
making this person an Officer ; he being likewise one of the best 
soldiers we have in the Garrison ; and it is not unlikely but his 
preferment may make him return to the Protestant religion. It is 
therefore agreed that the two aforesaid persons be made Ensigns, 
and that the Secretary draws out their Commissions accordingly.^’' 
If Ensign Dixon did turn Protestant on account of receiving an 
Ensign’s Commission, he must have proved a valuable convert. 

The next extract will prove interesting to local antiquarians. 

Monday ZOth July.— The President proposes the hedging and 
ditching of the Island round, in order to the improving of it for 
pasture for cattle, which may be of great use to this Garrison at all 
times, and more especially in times of trouble from the country.’” 

The following entry will explain itself. 

Tuesday, 2Bth August — We having had for above two years past 
great complaints of ships losing their anchors in the road, and galling 
their cables : which we impute to the road being very foul by the 
many anchors lost, which the muckyard men and all others are, 
discouraged from sweeping for, by reason of the Company having 
haff salvage, and they at all the charge. So to prevent so great a 
misfortune of any ships driving ashore, it is agreed that all people 
are free to sweep the road, and to have whatever they can take up, 
of anchors or anything else for their labour; and no pretensions 
whatever to be made upon them for account of the Company or any 
other ; which is to be notified by the Secretary putting up a paper 
in all languages at the Sea Gate.’^ 

The following curious incidents in reference to the wills of Boman 
Catholics are very significant. The Boman Catholic inhabitants of 
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Madras had been accustomed to prove their 

Friars; but complaints had reached the Governoi and Co ' 

advantage was taken of this circnmstome to <' 0 ’'^®? » 

of the effects of deceased Boman Cathohcs 

Antioch at Pondicherry. Accordingly it was A “ 

future all wills should be approved at the C!o™P»'’'y « ^ 

following successful attempt to evade this law, may be best described 

in the words of the original entry in the Consnltatioua. 

« Tuesday, 7ili Alay, 1706.— This day was read a Petition of Donna 
Johanna T^eira, widow of John Baptism -who ■'^as niaij 

years an Alderman of this city ; who, by the instigation oi tlio 1 .idi ea, 

I little before his death removed to St. Thome; and leaving a will 
which his widow proved in the Portuguese Ooni't theni, and the 
estate divided accerding to the tenor thereof, and ttie Portuguese 
customs and laws. But since his death his daughter having 
a Portuguese inhabitant of this place, who supposing that his wife 
had not her lust dividend of her father’s estate according to the 
English laws ; her husband Gregona De Arangeo has commenced a 
suit against the widow in the Mayor’s Court, and 
moneys in this place, against which she prays relief. And that 
XrL her husband died at St. Thome and the will proved there, 
and that all papers and accounts relating thereto remain in that 
Court according to custom, which they will not permit to be sent 
hither to make her defence. So upon mature consideration or the 
whole matter, and the apprehensions we have of the ill-oonsequpces 
of interfering with the proceedings of the Courts of other nation ; 
and considemig that the daughter of the deceased was content with 
her dividend before she married, and gave discharges for the same : 

It is unanimously agreed that an order be directed to the Mayor s 

Court to dismiss the cause, and withdraw any attachment they may 
have issued out against the effects of John Baptirta deo^se^ and 
leave the whole matter to the Portuguese Court at St. Ihomd, where 
all relating to this affair has been hitherto transacted. 

The eccentricities of the Natives with regard to deeds and bonds, 
are fully illustrated by the following entry of the same date. 

“ There often arising in this place great disputes and demands 
uDon accounts and bonds of ten, twenty, and thirty years standing, so 
that it is next to impossible to decide the same ; and it being gene- 
rally amongst the Natives, most of which stick at no manner ot 
villLv. for swearing, lying, forging, or any other vile action to gain 
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been resident an tlie place six months at one and the same time, and 
no demand has been made of the debt in the Mayor’s Court and an 
action commenced for the same/' 

We mtlst now retrace onr steps a little to describe the movements 
of the .Nabob Dawood Khan. In June 1705 advices had reached 
G'ovmmor Pitt, that Dawood had been on a visit to the King Aumng- 
ssebe, and had returned to the Carnatic with additional honours and 
powers. In March this year the Nabob was in the neighbourhood 
of Fort St. David, and a letter was received from the Agemt and 
Council thcr<} expressing their apprehensions of Dawood Khan, and 
rc(piestirig to be informed whether they should make him a present. 
Governor Pitt replied, — We believe it necessary to give the Nabob 
a present if he comes to your place, and hope to the amount of three 
or four hundred pagodas may do, and we would not have you to 
exceed live; but if you hear he intends to come to St. Thomd, it 
would be very well if you could evade it, and send him only a present 
of some liquors ; telling his people that yon have no orders from 
Madras, and that the Governor of Madras will be grateful to him for 
his civility to yon ; for if you should present and we too, both may 
be considerable, whereas good part of one, if not all, may be saved 
if you can manage it as before directed*" 

In April Dawood returned to Arcot and Governor Pitt compli- 
mented him with one hundred bottles of liquor. Five months 
afterwards we meet with the following entries in the Consultation 
books which will explain themselves, 

Monday, 2Zrd iSepfsmher . — The King's Dewan who is now at St. 
Thom4 who has all along shown great friendship to the Company's 
affairs ; and now being sent for up to the Court to supply the place 
of his brother deceased, who was Lord Steward of the King's 
Household we think it for the interest of the Company to make 
him a pi*esent to the value of about two hundred or two hundred 
and fifty pagodas in gold chains, or other things that may be most 
acceptable, leaving it to the Governor to advice therein. 

Thursday, Zlst October , — This day the Governor received advices 
that Nabob Dawood Khan was come to Poonamalee, and from thence 
designed for St. Thome ; upon which we immediately despatched our 
Mooila and Brahmin to him with a compliment. 

“ Saturday, 2nd November . — The Nabob arriving yesterday at St. 
Thomd, and this morning our Mooila and Brahmin returning to us, 
saying that) the Nabob received very well the Governor’s compli- 
ment, and did intend to come and stay some days at a Garden house a 
little to the southward of the town ; which was ordered to be cleaned 
up for his reception if he continued that resolution, which we were 
resolved should not be encouraged to by any invitation. They like- 
wise told us that they believed he came not with a design to give us 
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ati.y trouble, which they infer from the Hmn,ll force he bronglit with 
him, which were not ab*ove five or mx hnndrc<l horse and foot. IIo 
a.lso showed an earnest desire to dine with the Governor.” 

This intollifyence was not wholly satisfactory. Dawood I\ha,n had 
the whole country at his command, and mi^hfc Invvo ordered other 
forces to follow him from Arcot. i^foreovor lie spoke many kind 
thinj 2 :s of tlio iliUglish nation, which the Moors usiudly do of all 
people, when they are carrying on the worst of designs against them. 
Accordingly two members of Council a,nd the Sectretary vvcrc synt to 
pay their respects to liim at St. Thome; but were directed to give no 
answer about the dinner, and to say t.Iuhj had 3\o instructions upon 
the subject. The next day, being Sunday, the three gentlemen pro- 
ceeded to St. Thome, and met with extraordinary kind reception.’' 
Bawood Khan presented them each with an emerald ring, worth 
about thirty or forty pagodas a piece ; and also sent a jew^el to 
Governor Pitt of the value of a hundred or hundred and fifty pagodas. 
But amidst all this ostentation he ardently pressed for an invitation 
to dinner ; and though the deputation postponed their answer, yet 
Governor Pitt considered it expedient to send an immediate invita- 
tion to the Kabob, upon the condition however, that he would not 
bring with him more than twenty of his guards. Dawood Khan 
made the necessary promise, and the Governor made the necessary 
preparations for the dinner. The result is fully recorded in the 
Consultations as follows, 

** Monday i Uh JSfovemher , — Narrain and the Moolla went to wait on 
the Nabob at St. Thomd as ordered this day, and the gentlemen of 
Council to the Garden, whither he came about noon ; when Narrain 
discerning that a considerable part of his forces followed him, at 
least 200 liorse and foot, told him he hoped he did not expect the 
Governor should admit them all into the Port, who he was confident 
would not admit any more than what was agreed on. Therefore he 
desired the Nabob to keep his' promise, to which he a-nSWered that if 
he went all those must be admitted with him. So lighted at the 
Garden and bid Narrain go and acquaint tlie Governor with his 
resolution, and that if he would not be received with all his Company, 
it should be the same thing to him if we sent the dinner to him 
where he was at the Garden. With which message Narrain came, 
and soon after the Secretary confirmed the same ; when the Governor 
positively refused to receive him with more than twenty men. So 
ordered the dinner immediately to be carried to him to the Garden, 
with all other necessaries; whither the Seci^etary and Narrain 
returned, who were tO' acquaint the other gentlemen with the 
Governor’s resolution ; and that the Guns be intended to hre they 
should acquaint the Nabob were for the King’s health, his own, and 
such of the Great Ministers of State as were his friends. About f ve 
in the evening the English gentlemen returned from the Garden 
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and giire tlie Governor tlie following acconnfe. That fclie Nabob first 
seemed onfc of humour afc the answer that wa.s sent bim, when it. 
was believed he would not dine there; but after some pausing he 
dissembled his resentment and sat down to dinner, and ate heartily, 
a,nd tasted the liquors sent him which he liked very well. After 
diiiner tlie prowsont was set before him, which at first he seemingly 
refused, but afterwards accepted of it ; and soon after he rose up and 
returned to St, Tboind.’' 

The following entry records another scrape of Captain Seatojv’s. 

Thitrsday, 27 tJi> Fehniary, 1707 , — The Governor lays before the 
Council the insolent action of Captain Seaton, who on Sunday last 
mar(4iod part of his Company (and had all had not the Goveriior 
coiUmauded them otf) over the Company’s calicoes that lay a dyeing : 
notwithstanding there was much more than room enough to havi* 
marched the men clear of them, as usuah And afterwards when the 
Governor sent for him to demand his reason for doing so base an 
action, he had the impudence to tell him he did not understand it. 
Upon ’ivhich, when he came for the word in the evening, the 
Governor told him that he was suspended till he had advised with the 
Council ; for that he thought him not fitting to serve the Company 
any longer, nor would he bear any more with his insolencies. It is 
agreed that he stands suspended, and that the consideration of 
breaking him be referred to another time.” A year afterwards 
Captain Seaton having appealed to the Dii'ectors on the strength of 
his twenty years^ service, and pleaded some extenuating circum- 
stances, was reinstated in the command of the garrison. 

The following curious entry will explain itself. 

TneAyj I7th June , — The Governor produces a letter from 
Eobart Berriman of Fort St. David, wherein he declares that he had 
contracted marriage with Mrs, Wilson who lately died here, to whom 
he had made several presents, which were found in her lodgings at 
her death, when the Paymaster took an account of her efieefcs. So 
considering the low circumstances of Berriman, it is agreed that 
upon his taking his oath to the list of the things he demands, that 
tfiey were presented her upon account of the intended marriage, that 
the Paymaster delivers him the same. 

We now have to draw attention to the quarrel which broke out 
between the Bight and Left Hand Castes,^ and which is fully 
described in the following extracts. 

^ The distinction between the two Hands is said to be of recent origin, as no 
mention is made of them in any of the ancient books. Moreover it is almost 
unknown in the North, and is indeed chiefiy confined to a part only of Sonthem 
India. In the latter districts, most of the Hindoo castes are thus separated. 
The Left-hand includes the whole tribe of the Taisya or merchants, the Panchaia 
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“ Thursday, 26th June, ITOT^There iSh! 

between the Right and Left Hand ^ 

about pasBiuGf some sbreets on occasion o£ the to keen 

that the Governor was obliged to order mT 

Raworth the Pa^aster takes with hta m f ,X „ 

and Narraiu, Heads for the Right Haiul ^ { that 

and Tiiikettee Cliitties Heads ’ bo t 

they survey the Pettahs, and consider of wi.t. " ' ' .....i^.onnrt the 
to prevent any further disputes of tho like natu i > 1 

same to the Governor and Council. 

“ 'Phursdav I7ffi, /all/.— Mr. Eaworth and tho Gunner, as also the 
Heads of the’ Right and Left Hand Castes, and 

surveyed the Petbah, and produced a draught ot all the 
bnildmo’s in the Pebtah, which showed us what streets were chiefly 
inhabited by the Left Hand Caste, being Bridge Gate street, and 
tl^at which is called the Chief Peon’s street; wherein lives but lew 
of the Eight Hand Caste. So to preserve the l^^^hose few"S 
aforesaid Castes tor the future, we hereby order 
the Right hand Caste in the aforementioned streets sell their houses 
andgo\nd live in the streets amongst their ®wn caste; and that 
thosf two streets are peculiarly appropriated 
Caste to pass in at their making their weddings 
that none of the Right Hand Caste give them ^rSed 

in that precinct at their utmost peril And it f'pther ordeiea 

that neither Caste may Fete^d ignorance of these limd.s,^ 

Paymaster sets up four Stones at the cost ot the Lett Hand Uiste, 
aoemding as we have directed him in the draught and insert thereon 
in English and Gentoo the purport of this onr order. 

« Thursday, Uth diwitsl— The Governor acquaints the Council 
that on the i-2th at night some disaffected jXyM 

ment had placed papers on the stones setup in our PetUh, whicU 
Sted th^ bounds hf the Left Hand Caste ; which papers were wrote 
■ in the Malabar language and now produced. 

or five castes of artisans, together with some other moap. J-i'ibes of the ^^J^dras, 
and especially the caste of Chaldli or cobblers, ihe 

most distingnished castes of the Sndras, but its strongest bulwark is the 1 ana 
StX, which still glories in the title of Friends ot the Right-hand. 


f.hfttr botib lav oiaim. xne maiiuer «*****“» ■:;;:, 

or custom, but not unfrequently leads to bloody disputes. Fabors mentions < 
contest so dreadful, that many of the peacotul inhabitants began 
villages, just as if a Mahratta invasion were impeudmg. llus 
tion arose from a member of the Left-hand stickiug red 

To this day nothing but the strong arm ot the police prevents Madras itseit 
from being freq.U6ntly the scene of similar disturbances. 
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“ Sitico tVin fonudation of tKis oifcy no orocted, in 

authSy < f Mu, Govonnnont and cfstf X ^ forf^* the ligMs of 

•'mil tliis bv way of cautioE. ^ 

‘ .< The person ^^-^uown dso 

to bo iufeiTed that some Itii i P , wholly strangers to. 0£ 

beiiific exprosaions tba.t. these P® P , folk)wing result, that a 

which wi having comidered are 

paper be fixed on each stone m ’ r^on shall come and 

in the BngUsh and Black Led the aforementioned 

inform us of what person or f , f,_g hundred pagodas I’eward, 
paper on those pillars, they Heads of the Eight Hand 

ankis pardon i*®°nce™ed therein. J-n ^ d 

Caste were sent for before ,7“° . ag»'®®^ ^ 

S'ltoo"’""” tbii »4*>“ 

they were acquainted with. ^ -d ^ 

» Piiesdaj/. 19fy«?Mi--The 

r^7diS StW^ 

TrLred lately by the c^f wLb, he seSt out a 

Left Hand Oaste ; and that i^onneann^^ 

party of soldiers who punish and make examples, 

in the Choultry^ho he to the Fort this day m a consider- 

“ The Bight Hand Caste ®*^® as entered after this Consult- 
able bodjr. and ^ycb w^had a long debate, and what 

ation; with the heads o purport of their A? 

riL” ..j' « "• si” »p ‘>‘* “* 

Hand Caste a sacrifice to them. 

■The Petition of the.oigbteen sorts of people of the Eight Hana 
Castes belonging to Ohmnapatam. settlement of the 

»HUMBLT S™™, -Whereas upon 

Eno'lish in this place, the from Tom Clarke s Gat^^ 

' Castes to have their streets an _ without; and to the LeL 

and the Bridge Mud Point Gate, both 

Hand Caste was y°™ „ Lpt and observed by each Caste 

s{\°s.rb;T.‘us™iX>.«^ “ "*■ 


350 


EI8T0BY OF MAI)MA8. 


[1704-7. 


’Thomo. At which time several people retired hither, Ciiid without 
knowledge or permission from the Government, built tlieir liouses 
one amongst the other in both the Pettahs ; which being complained 
of to Sir William Langhorn, and the ill offeefcB of the falling out 
of the two Qastes being taken into consideration, it was ordered 
that they should not live together; biiri that the Right Hand^ people 
should go to the place that was first granted thorn to inhabit, 
and that the Left Hand sbonld go to theirs. Accordingly to which 
order the Right Hand people did obey, and likewise some of the 
Left Hand people; but others did desire leave to stay till the rains 
was over, which was granted, but after to I'ctire to their own 
streets; which to this day they have not done, but rather have 
encroached more upon your Petitioner's liberty. Likewise the 
weddings that wei'e made by the Left Hsnid people that lived 
aniongst your Petitioners, were ordered to be kept always in their 
own streets ; but if it happened that they did make any weddings 
in !your Petitioners’ streets, it was to be done privately in their 
own houses, without any music, or any sucli ceremony. But they 
now very unreasonably desire your Petitioners’ streets, which never 
was done before; and they having complained to your Honour, 
but upon what account or reason we do not know. How in the 
streets wherein the stones are erected, there are one hundred of your 
Petitioners’ houses, with several Wells, Churches, Gardens, and 
Choultries ; all which belong to your Petitioners the Eight Hand 
people. Being very many, being twenty-one Castes in all of these 
people, we cannot tell every one’s mind. The country people have 
sent letters to us, but what they can do for us we do not know. We 
all living under your Honour-’s protection, are afraid to disoblige 
your Honour, therefore stay very quiet. Fi’om the beginning of the 
world to this day it never was known that any Oovernmoxit did take 
away your Petitioner’s sti’eets, and give them to the Left Caste 
people, which they know to be true. Sow they (the Left Hands 
having made many false complaints to your Honour, which is the 
occasion of all this trouble; for the streets whore the stones are 
erected ai^o the first streets of the Right Hand Castes for all strangers 
that come from the country. For tlieae streets that your Honour 
has given to the Left Hand Castes is a very groat dissatisfaction to 
all the Bight Hand Caste people. Therefore your most humble 
Petitioners desire your Honour 'would be pleased to take into con- 
sideration, and they shall as in duty bound ever pray.’^ 

^‘Friday, August — The foregoing Gonsnltations of late 

*mention several passages relating to the Right Hand Caste and Left, 
Of the former many have deserted us, aiid" the others have locked 
themselves up in their houses in town; which, chiefly consisting of 
Boatmen, Washermen, Fishermen, and other necessary handicrafts, 
the Governor summoned all his Council es:cept Mr. Fraser ; who he 
was Jealous had betrayed us in what we had done, as to settling the 
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Mr. Fraser according to his ^ had been transacted 
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coming from him. , resentlv read, and entirely 
aelivered thoir Petition, wbich w* P ^ ^ "e Mr. Fraser spoke, 
.agreed with the Purport of wl at 

When the Governor immodiatclj cl . „ and the same was 

of it, which he, then denied “ Prkerick present in 

taken nodoe of by laviu- before the Board the 

Council. So the Governor the Company’s affairs, as 

worst of consequences that “'oi* amongst us to betray our 

well as our own persons, to hav e one amo^. 
counsels; of which the Corniced being 

Mr Fraser might; be sent ioi ; ^ ^qiI by the Governor 

A„B«i 4k T“ ■>• “Ti . iS J»h.rmt .rilk 

that it was impossible , jeered in, without having made or 

a Petition that was l^st attei de i that we should 

read it ; to which he im, (jo. 5 ,ernor at the same time chmged him 
nrove it ii conld. ine « ^ fiiQi- wfm nut upon the stones* 

with directing the as^eVerltion and^ execrations, but to 

which he denied with slia . ^ ^ j denial. So after he 

the making or reading the Fetitiou o y ^ Governor desired 

we debated the 

qiienoes of any of the articular as he himself seemingly 

proceedings 111 general, or such in p, t anything that was done 

Agreed to, without the to prevent his doing further 

relating to the Castes =-^j'®.^°L®his being suspended the Company s 
misebief, prised tbo f 3 ,qg„in<» that no inoonvenienoy could 

service ah officio et hencnci > » ” little considerable, that 

accrue from it, for that g^^^t he never merited rice 

all of us knew m but yet with his malice, pride, 

. and water from ’-tranche progress in mischief, and 

: and envy, he has f*®? Ind ?t fs not amiss to insert 

. ? wholly incapable of -...n to this present matter. Some 

X one or two passages, ^ -^as a difference between 

time past, upon tth ak Impudent Dubash that 

. ; the Governor and Mr. g^’s whispers, came up to Mr. 

4 was often trusted with Mr. « that\e heard there was a 

'• “I ki»., »-• “ 
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as be did others ; but if he would stand against him and conic and 
join with Mr. Fraser and his party, he was sure tiiej would be able 
to suppress him : upon which Mr. Ba worth treated him as became 
Mm by kicking him down stairs. About live years past there came 
from (joaa Theatine Padre, an Etiglishman, Milton by name, who 
often passed between this place and Fort St. David, and several 
times came to the Governor for leave to build a Chapel here or at 
Fort St, David ; which he positively refused him, considering that 
the worst of consequences must attend it, or tluit it would bo to the 
great dislike ot the Company to iiave an English priosii here ot* the 
Popish religion, for that being such he ought to die by our law. 
Yet nevertheless one Joseph Hiller, a great consort of Mr. Fraser, 
bought a piece of ground here (without any leave or knowledge of 
the Governor) for Milton ; on which he immediiuoly erected a fabriek 
after the model of a convent, and had made coTisiderable progress 
therein, before the Governor, who was going to the Garden one 
morning, knew anytliing of it. When ho immediately sent for 
Padre Milton, and demanded of him how he came by that ground, 
and who gave him leave to build on it; who answered Mr. Hiller 
bought it for him. Upon which the Governor ordered him immedi- 
ately to desist from building, and by six at night to depart the place ; 
which he accordingly did to St. Thome ; where a little time after, Mr. 
Fraser and others went to dinner with him, and has often been seen 
conversing with him at that end of the town. Thus whenever the 
Governor has frowned upon any one for crimes and misdemeanors, 
whether white men or black, it is well known they were always 
chex'ished by Mr. Fraser ; who has been the pest of the Government, 
as well as the ridioitle and scum of the place. Yet notwithstanding 
all before mentioned is well known to be great truths to every xnan 
that sits at the Board, who desired the Governor t.o leave him out in 
the sorting summons, for that he was so impert^ient and trouble- 
some that no business could be done; yet they were generally 
unwilling to suspend him the service, till the Governor solemnly 
averred that he would sit no more with him in Council, nor give 
his opinion in any alfairs more of the Company’s where he was 
present; which induced the Council uaauimoualy to suspend him the 
Company’s service officio et beneficio till their pleasure was known 
in this matter; which the Secretary is ordered to acquaint him 
therewith, and that we will give him a copy of what wc write home 
to the Company relating to him, that so his defence and answer may 
go therewith.” 

The followiixg extract from a General Letter from the Court of 
Directors, dated 4th February, 1708, will show how Mr. Fraser fared^ 
notwithstanding the abuse bestowed on him by Goverxior Pitt. 

“ The charge against Mr. Fraser we have coiisidei’ed, and would 
hope no Englishman, especially none of our servants, would be guilty 
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of snob pernicious practices, which strike at the root of the well being 
of the place ; and are more inclined to this opinion, because we find 
in the Consultation of the 22nd August, that the Council were gene- 
rally unwilling to suspend him, which we cannot think they would 
be if they apprehended he was justly taxed ; and that it was Mr. Pitt’s 
solemn averring be would sit no more with him, that prevailed with 
them. We have therefore reinstated- him, as thinking it not fit to 
give so much countenance to any Governor whatsoever, as to approve 
his single opinion, against all the rest of the Council, in a case of 
this nature, which if it was true does not fully appear to ns to have 
been proved; though we shall always lodge a power in our Presi- 
dent and Council to suspend any of the Council or other subordi- 
nates, when they have or think they have a just reason ; and if it be 
cf great crimes they are charged with that deserves confinement, 
we shall approve it.’' 

For the sequel of the dispute between the Right and Left Hands 
we must refer our readers to our next chapter. 

^ 

XXI. 

QLURRiaS BETWEEN THE RIGHT AND LEFT HANDS IN THE 
GOVERNORSHIP OP MB. THOMAS PITT. 

1707. 

The quarrel between the Right and Left Hand Castes, which 
resulted in the flight of the former to St. Thome, is one so extra- 
ordinary in its nature, and so illustrative of the character of the 
people, that we have deemed it advisable to tell the whole story as 
much as possible in the language of the Records, only abridging 
those portions which are mere recapitulations. These extracts are 
ail taken from the Consultation books during the latter half of 1707, 
and are arranged in strict chronological order. 

“ Monday, 2hflh Angiist, 1707. — This morning early the Governor 
summoned twelve of the principal of the heads of each Caste, who 
were shut up in a room to adjust matters now in dispute between 
the Castes ; which they acquainted him about noon they bad done. 
TTpon which at four this afternoon the Council was summoned, 
when the number of each Caste appeared ; when unanimously and 
in a most solemn manner they declared they had agreed on the 
following terms. 

«« — 'That none but the Right Hand Caste should live in the 

Pefctah commonly called the Pedda Naik’s Pebtah, 
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** That the Pettah called Mootel Pettah should be inliabifced 
by none bub the Lefb Hand Caste. 

« 3ri2.-”That whereas there are a great many of the Left Hand 
Caste in the Pedda Naik’s Pettah, and so likewise of the Right Hand 
Caste in Mootel Pettah, it is agreed that each Caste commence 
removing their houses on or before the 1st of December to their 
respective Pettahs before mentioned ; and that the same be all 
completed on or before the 1st of June, 1708 ; and if any that have 
houses in either of the Pettahs can agree upon the sale or exchange 
thereof, they are at liberty to do it, or pull down and carry the 
materials to the Petfeah appointed for them to live in, 

— That no weddings by either Caste shall be made in the 
streets in the Pedda Haik’s Pettah lately in dispute between them, 
till that Pettah be wholly inhabited by the Right Hand Caste. 

“ ^ih , — That in Mootel Pettah they shall keep their weddings there 
according to custom, till the Right Hand Caste are removed out of it. 

— That in neither of these Pettahs before mentioned, no one 
shall sell his house but to one of bis own Caste. 

** 7tK — ^Tbat whereas there are Boatmen, Laskars, and Fishermen 
that have their houses by the sea side in Mootel Pettah, it is agreed 
that they remain there as they now are, without giving any molest- 
ation to the Left Hand Caste. 

“ Bill. — That as we ordered in Consultation of the 17tb July, Stones 
to be erected for stinting the limits of the Left Hand Caste making 
their weddings in the Pedda Haik’s Pettah', aod a suitable inscrip- 
tion thereon ; — we now at the request of both Castes agree that the 
inscription be cut out ; but the Stones remain for sucVi inscriptions 
to be made on them as the Governor and Council shall think fit 
hereafter. 

** To all the foregoing articles the Governor and Conncil do now 
agree ; with which the Bight Hand Caste are ordered to acquaint 
their people that are now withdrawn, that they now return to their 
obedience without further delay ; which they readily promise to do. 

Wednesday f — Notwithstanding that all matters seem to be 

so fairly adjusted before us on the SSth past between the two Castes, 
we have seen no good effect of it by the people returning to their 
duty. So the Governor ordered this day to be brought before 
Mm in Council, Serapa, Nara Yerona, Sunka Rama, and Andee 
Chitty, — and charged them as chief instruments in raising the 
present rebellion ; and the information of which he had had from one 
of their own Caste, who was in the conspiracy, who said they had a 
great difficulty to stir up the poor handicrafts ; and that the 
Pariahs who are the most numerous, refused to stir unless they sent 
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with tlietn one of their heads of the Caste with one thousand 
papfodas to pa-y their subsistence, which they accordingly complied 
with ; and the Governor was informed who had contributed thereto ; 
and when they proposed it to the Boatsmen, Washermen, and 
Fishermen, they likewise refused, saying they would not leave the 
livelihood they had there for an uncertainty ; but with much persu- 
asion they prevailed with them, upon giving them a noth under their 
hands that they would pay them in proportion for the days they 
w’^ere absent, according to what they usually got here ; and that they 
would allow bacta or subsistence money to all that should desert us 
(of which the Governor had daily intelligence from St. Thom^) which 
was paid Lhem. They (the four Natives summoned) denied all; 
knowing that whoever of their Caste came in as evidence against 
them was in no small danger of their life. So the aforementioned 
prisoners the Governor ordered to be kept in safe custody, and used 
suitable to their crimes. 


“ Friday, — This day were before us Serapa, Nara Yerona, 

Sunka E/ama, and Andee Chitty of the Eight Hand Caste, and 
Colloway Chitty, Vinketti Chitty, Petombee Chitty, and Cornapa 
Chitty of the Left Hand Caste ; when having a Brahmin present, 
they swore to be true to the Company’s interest, and to lay aside all 
animosity between them relating to their Castes, or any other dispute; 
and that they would use their utmost influence to compose the 
present diflerences on that account ; as also to stand by the agreement 
made in Consultation the 25th instant ; and for the security of Serapa 
and the other three, four of the Eight Hand Caste, the Pedda Naik, 
and ten Cuomities were bound for their personal appearance. 

** The Governor acquainting that none that had deserted were 
come in since the agreement between the two Castes, which ha 
imparted to their fear as well as shame. So advised that a paper 
might be published in the nature of a general pardon ; which he 
BOW produced, and was read, and accordingly agreed to, and ordered 
to be set up in the Gates and Mettows in the Gentoo and Malabar, 
and one in English at the Sea gate as follows ; 

Whereas some wicked and evil designing people of the Eight 
Hand Caste, seduced by others as wicked in the Government, have 
went about for some sinister ends to make an insurrection and 
rebellion in this Government; and the better to effect their hellish 
designs, have deluded the poor and ignorant with a false notion that 
we, the Governor and Council, bad favoured the Left Hand Caste to 
prejudice theirs ; whereas nothing was done by us but by the advice 
and consent of the principal of their heads ; and since this dispute 
has happened, matters have been thoroughly canvassed by twelve of 


* A hit at Mr. Fraser. 
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each heads of the Caste, and all differences adjusted and finally ended 
before us in Council ; yet nevertheless, >ve hear that some people are 
still carrying on their ill designs to disturb the peace and tranquillity 
of the Government, which induces us to publish this our order and 
intentions. 

That whereas we have always showed great tenderness of the 
welfare of our inhabitants, and took especial care to provide for the 
poor and labouring people, who three or four of the rich and crafty 
have imposed upon them, so as to make them desert us, and to territy 
them from returning to their duty, give out the Government will 
punish them suitable to their crimes. 

‘‘We therefore have thought fit to publish this our General Pardon ^ t 
to all such who have been concerned in this insurrection; promising 
and declaring that such who return to their habitations and duty on 
or before the lOfch of September next, are pardoned hereby to all 
intents and purposes, as if they had not been concerned therein ; 
and such as do not comply herewith, their houses and estates shall 
be seized for the Company’s use, and their persons when and 
wherever apprehended, within the Company’s jurisdiction, shall be 
proceeded against with the utmost rigour ; and more particularly 
such who shall after the date hereof contribute any money or other- 
wise towards the upholding, maintaining, or employing any that 
shall not come in by the time herein limited. Sealed with the 
Company’s seal, and dated at Fort St. George, this 29th day 
August, one thousand seven hundred and seven.” 

Nothing appears to have transpired between the 29th of August 
and the 10th of September specified in the General Pax'dou; but on 
the latter date we find the following significant entry. 

“ Wednesdayj 10th September . — The Governor summoned the 
Council to acquaint them, that he was just then informed that in 
the night the Stones were stolen away; which we considered of, and 
though the impudence of the action deserves the strictest enquiry 
and punishment, and the immediate erecting othervS, yet it was 
unanimously agreed that we desist from doing either till these 
troubles are over ; though obliged the Pedda Naik to give twenty 
thousand pagodas for his personal appearance, who must doubtless 
bare a hand in it, or at least knows of the taking away the Stones. 

** Those of the Eight Hand Caste that have deserted, retiring to 
St Thom6, have sent for the heads of their Caste out of the country, 
who wrote us this day a most saucy and impudent letter, the trans- 
late of which is entered after this Consultatiion, wherein is a clause 
that they cite former Consultations; which is a plain indication that 
some of our people had the penning of that letter ; and though they 
quote it as a precedent for us, it is a sign they do not understand it, 
we having acted in this matter exactly accox'ding to that clause. 
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‘‘ Frotti Dellaway Donne Paulo Cbitty, etc., of the Bight Hand 
Caste, of the four corners and fifty-six countries of the world, to the 
Honorable Thomas Pitt, Esq., and Council. 

Prom the first foundation of Madras it was never known that 
the Left Hand Caste should be adhered to by wrongly informing 
your Honours to the prejudice of the Bight Hand Caste ; upon whose 
assertions you have erected Stones in our streets, and given the 
same from us ; concerning which an address was made to your 
Honours by way of Petition, upon perusal whereof you directed 
that your Petitioners were at liberty to stay or go where they pleased, 
which you repeated three times. Accordingly they came to St. 
Thome, from whom they wrote your Honours ; and we hearing the 
matters are come hither. 

Prom the beginning of the world it was never before known that 
the Left Hand in the fifty-six countries thereof, ever erected a Stone 
in the Bight Hand Street, nor was it ever allowed by any Govern- 
ment. 

“ One of your predecessors with Timmia and Yerona did appoint 
certain streets for the Left Hand Caste, and directed how they 
should act, as upon your Consultation does appear; upon examin- 
ation whereof advantage would accrue to the Company, which you 
have hitherto omitted to do. 

** Pi-om your first settlement justice and equity have been distri- 
buted with an equal hand in your place ; which has occasioned many 
to resort to you, and to increase in wealth under your protection; 
but upon this occasion of erecting Stones we must have recourse to 
the customs of the country ; this we write to a charitable people who 
we know will observe the same. 

St. Thome, September 9th, 1707. 

“ Sunday^ lAth — The Armenians, Persians, and Patans, perceiving 
that the Governor and Coxincil was nob fairly dealt with in this 
dispute between the Castes ; and that the persons who are employed 
and confided in to accommodate it, are of the Bight Hand Caste, all 
of whom had been either active or passive in raising this difierence ; 
and knowing we had no other, they came in a body of fifty or sixty, 
and tendered their service. When the Governor summoned what of 
the Council were to be found, and we accepted of their service and 
mediation ; who promised to-morrow to go some of them to St. 
Thome, to which place the Bight Hand Caste have retired and sent 
for several of their heads out of the country, who are come to them ; 
and they promised to take with them Harrain our Brahmin and 
Moolla, when they will demand of them the reason of their desertion, 
and accommodate matters as well as they can, and as soon as 
possible. 
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Monday, 15^/i.-— Tfie Governor with the Secretary hemg writing 
a General Letter to the Company in the CoTisuhation Room, there 
came a Gusbardar, or messenger, to him from St. Thome, who was 
sent by the JTabob to turn out the old Governor there, and put in a 
new one. He had been here two or three times before, and seemed 
to be concerned at the troubles we had about the Castes ; which he 
said were frequent in the country, and sometimes grew to such a 
pitch that the Government found a great deal of trouble and difficulty 
to quell them ; and he said that, by some discourse he had had with 
them, he found them very impudent and saucy ; and that the source 
of our troubles was not from them in St. Thome, but from our own 
inhabitants that remained in town, who not pnly gave them direc- 
tions, but also sent them their subsistence. He also added, saying 
to the Governor, you are likewise betrayed by some people that sits 
with you at this Table. So asking him by the Linguist what he 
meant, he answered that yesterday, talking with three or four of the 
heads of Castes, they told him that the Second of Council (Mr, 
.Fraser) was of their side ; and that without he was restored to his 
employ they would not return on any terms ; but if he would come 
they would meet him anywhere, and return with him without insist- 
ing on any pardon ; for that they were assured be was their friend, 
and that he never consented to what the Governor and Council had 
done in favour of the Left Hand Caste, and that he was against 
putting up the Stones ; which belief in them had gained him such a 
reputation amongst the mob, that they went np and down the streets 
in his bearing, crying out Ohinna Captain,*' “ Chinna Captain/* 
which implies in their language the Second. On which the Governor 
asked him (the Gusbardar) whether be had heard such discourse 
more than once from the heads of the Caste. He answered three or 
four times, and the 'mob crying out as before mentioned. Upon 
which the Governor told him that in the evening there would be 
several of his people there to talk to them, when we desired him to 
aver what he was told before by the heads of the Castes ; to which 
he readily answered he would. This man seemed to be a very sober 
judicious person, a stranger in these parts of the country, and could 
have no manner of interest in saying what he did. There was 
present at this discourse the Secretary whom the Governor ordered 
to take Minutes ; and for Linguist was present the Moolla Narrain, 
and Paupilia Brahmin ; who all averred that whereas they had been 
several times to St. Thom6 about this business, they had often heard 
the moh cry out for the Chinna Captain, 

Tuesday, l6tK — The Governor summoned this Council, when he 
reported to them what discourse he laad with the Gusbardar, as 
entered in a diary note of yesterday, in the presence of the Secretary, 
Moolla, Marrain, and Paupilia Brahmin, who all confessed the same. 
The three latter now acquainted us that yesterday in the afternoon 
they accompanied several of the Persians and Armenians to St. 
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Thome, in order to accommodate this diSerence between the Castes ; 
who were stopped by the mob at the Gate, whilst they sent in word 
to their heads for admittance; where they continued near two hours, 
and no answer but several a,ffronts ; and whilst there heard the mob 
cry out, as the Gusbardar told us, for the Chinna Captain, and who 
asked Narrain and several of our people why he did not come, for 
nothing could be done towards their return without him. The heads 
of the Eight Hand Caste at St. Thomd wrote several letters to those 
of their Caste remaining here (at Madras) ; threatening their lives 
and being turned out of their Caste, if they did not come to them. 
This much intimidated the poor people, but those of any substance 
little regarded it, since that we kept so good guards to defend them 
from the threats; and what is to be observed and generally believed 
that all the people who have left us are not worth five thousand 
pagodas. Harrain likewise acquainted ns that all the heads of the 
Eight Hand Caste remaining in town, met last night and wrote a 
letter to our inhabitants of their Caste in St, Thomd; the purport of 
which was to let them know they were satisfied in all matters 
relating to their Caste ; and therefore whatever ill consequences 
attend further disputes, they cleared themselves of it and laid 
it wholly at their doors. The messenger that carried the letter 
just now arriving was brought in before us, who acquainted us 
that they at St. Thome had returned no answer to their Caste in 
writing, but bid him tell them that they would accept no oowle than 
what was signed by Mr. Fraser, and that the Stones must be brought 
to St. Thom^ or put into the pagoda. We were also at this time 
speaking of a report that had run about town for two or three days, 
tiiat the Castes were rose one against the other a.t Fort St. David, 
where several had been killed, amongst which four or five of our 
soldiers and an officer mortally wounded. The Governor said he 
believed it not, thoiigh he had heard of it. Mr, Frederick said he 
had heard it from several, but being also told it by his dubash, wbo 
said he had it told him from Mr, Fraseris dubash, who was sent for, 
when denied it. But the other confronting him with naming the 
time and place, where and when he had told it him, caused the 
Governor to give credit to it, and punished him immediately for 
spreading false reports. This was done to encourage the Eight 
Hand Caste, and doubtless by order of his master, or some of his 
accomplices; whose chief dubash one Fango, a crafty profiigate 
villain, is actually now at St. Thome, holding with the Eight Hand 
Caste in all their counsels. So hearing all before mentioned ia 
this day’s Consultation, and what passed yesterday with the Gus- 
bardar, rivets in us a belief that the Eight Hand Caste has got 
Mr. Fraser among them for their tool, or they durst not have 
adventured to have done what they have. So considering that if 
this quarrel between them increases, it will be an unspeakable 
prejudice to the Company, and effectual ruin to the place; and to 
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withdraw Mr pfasi who is now removing out his lodgings 

f:iK;j»o7oV.rSei, "fh. 

for, to whom the Governor gave a charge acoordmgl> . 

"M,, aw-m. G.~ •"'1 

““ s »■«» *jg-i?irrs 

S.C.1 i.Kgh. »•“»»« .hi 

ssrxr-raSf "sp..a”g 

wflr^r) heincr in hooes of giving them satisfaction, went with them, 
SXy Sed ii severaf respects and confined ; 

day discharged upon a threatening letter from the Goveinoi 

would fetch him by force.” 

The pardon which had proved so nearly successful in bringing the 
Eight Hand Caste from St. Thome was as follows. , „ , 

"A oowle granted by Thomas Pitt, Esq., Governor of Sort St. 
George and Council to the Eight Hand Caste. 

“ Whereas you deserted us by reason of our giving your streets to 
the Left Hand Caste, which we have again returned to 7°" 5 
whereas you say we have given a writing to them on that account oi 
Iny other, we say it is forged and false, if any such one be 
Therefore you may depend upon this cpwle, and return to your 
dutv and enioy your ancient privileges according to saiabad ; giving 
this ’before the Great God above and Jesus Christ that we will 
rightwusly perform, and that none shall be pumshed on ^bis acconnt 
hereafter. Given under our hands and the Honorable Company s 
seal in Port St. George, this 2-2nd of September, 1707. 

The failure of this pardon seems to have driven Governor Pitt 
frantic, if we may judge from the following extraordinary resolution, 
which he arrived at the following day. 
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‘‘ We.d^’iesday^ 24itlk — We finding no likelihood of putting an end 
to these ti’‘oubles between tVie Castes, for that the insolency of 
the Pariahs daily increases, a partitmlar instance of which we had 
yesterday by their forcing the inhabitants to return, and imprisoning 
and abusing ISTarrain. The Governor proDosed the attacking of St. 
Thome the 26th at break of day (where they are harboured) and put 
as many of them as possible to the sword, but no inhabitant of any 
Caste else ; which was unanimously agreed to in Council, and prepar- 
ations immediately made accordingly ; resolving to march two 
hundred and fifty soldiers, two hundred talliars, and two hundred 
peons, as also eighteen hundred peons which the Left Hand Caste 
have raised since the troubles for their security ; and the Governor 
disposed matters to effect the same. 

Thursdayt 25th — The preparations being made for attacking our 
Pariahs in St. Thome to-morrow morning, which alarmed several 
inhabitants, more especially Armenians, Moox's, etc. who nightly 
importuned us to desist; for that many ill consequences would 
attend it, and that they were sure we could not e^ect our ends in 
cutting ofi; the Pariahs, who would certainly fly into the country ; 
besides our Pedda Haik who pressed us to desist from our intended 
enterprise ; saying that the new Governor of St. Thomd would be 
there to night, with whom he was well acquainted, and could prevail 
with him to turn them out of the town, or else he would be obliged 
to bring the Governor twenty or thirty of tbeir heads. So consider- 
ing the numerous importunities, we diflered our design two or three 
days to see whether milder means would oblige their return. 

** Wednesday, ist Ocioher, — The Governor acquainted the Council 
that he observes the new Governor of St* Thom^ is weary of our mob, 
and seems to endeavour what he can to persuade them to return. 
Yesterday our people going in hopes to have brought them back, 
they then insisted upon .signing a paper amongst themselves, and 
that those we sent should join them; which they refused, telling 
them they could not do it without the Governor’s leave; the purport 
of which paper is that they may have leave to rebel when they please; 
the translate of it is as follows. 

** All the inhabitants of the Bight Hatid Caste of Ghinnapatam 
have entered into an agreement in the presence of the Bight Hand 
Caste of the country, viz. 

“ Whereas the Left Hand Caste have broke the sallabad by ei'ceting Stones 
in our streets, upon which we^ deserted the place, and are come hither ; since 
which the Governor and Council have taken away the Stones, and given us their 
cowle that all shall be settled and go according to sallabad, which we will 
unanimously endeavour to maintain ; and notwithstanding, should the Governor 
act contrary to his cowle, or that the Left Hand Caste should take upon them 
more than their duty, we jointly agree to stand by one jinother for the saving 
our credit : and whoever of us act contrary to which herein mentioned shall be 
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Illli 
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Dated October Isfc, 1707*” , . i 

.. So ..r ote.»g . 1*““”" r^Sjl'rrrth.S™' 

drawn tto and framed by that notonotis miscreant run.w.i. > 

fd?ted?o alirmanner of villainy, and always a great • j 

privy counsellor of Mr. Fraser, and a companion of lus 
dubasb. 

“The heads of the Castes and mob which 

SSnlTemCdt^aS'raS 

thk fljwto send to them our Moolla and Biahmui, to aemana u 
them tlfeir final answer, whether they would return upon our pardon 
or not, and if not to demand it of them. 

« Tlmrsdav 2nd.— The Moolla and Brahmin returning last night 
from St Thomd, acquainted us that according to 

■have refused to return it, promising that they wouia come oacK 

to-day, but that it was not a good day ; 

they would not fail, if those of their Caste f 

At last, as will be seen by the following entry, the retiactoiy Bi„ht 

Hands were induced to return. 

“ Saturday, 4.fA— This evening about seven o’clock the Governor 
of St Thome, being a Gentoo and of the same Caste that deserted 
us came with our people that went hence this morning, and brought 
bS the deserters.^ The heads appeared before the Goveriu.r and 
were dismissed to their habifcaDions, with assurances that their paidou 
should be kept inviolable, 

** Monday, Muttombee, the Governor of vSt. Thomd, having 
to all appearance taken a great deal of pains to effect the recurnuig 
of those that des.erted it is therefore agreed that the iollowmg 
present be made him ; the amount of which, in a seasonable time, to 
be paid the Company by tbe Bight Hand Caste. 

Scarlet 1 piece... Aurora, 1 piece Ordinary Bed, 1 piece. 

Green 1 piece... Looking Glasses ...Swords 4. ^ 

X Bair Pistols 6 Pair Spectacles... Knwes and penknives. 

1 piece of Serge. 

“ The deserters or rebels returning the 4th at night, who 
time refused to accept our pardon, or any proposals but wbat should 
foe made by Mr. Braser ; for which reasons therein he was contineii ; 
after which they never so much as mentioned his name, so that none 
can believe font that they moved by his direetion ; but being 
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returned again, agreed that bis confinement be taken off, and be set 
atliberty; wben tbe Captain of the Guard was sent for, and the 
Governor acquainted him therewith.” 

A fortnight’s quiet passed away, and the storm having subsided, 
we find the following entries. 

Monday, 20th.— The Washermen that deserted upon the late 
dispute between their Castes, who on their return freely declared 
that they were forced away by the heads of their Caste, who had 
combined with the Belljawarr ; besides they complained of great 
injustices that they had received from the heads of their Caste, and 
desired they may have other four heads ; and they would not only 
pay what the Washers pay, but also sign a paper that they would not 
desert again on any pretence whatever. Upon which they presented 
four heads of their own choosing, which we approved of and tasherift 
them when the whole body signed the paper as agreed on. 

“ Tuesday, 2\st. — The officer at Bridge Gate bringing in this 
morning to the Gcwernor a Cajan letter that he found hung upon a 
post near the Gate, which when translated seemed to be from a body 
of the Eight Hand Caste ; the purport of which was to disown the 
villany which had been done in the name of their Caste, and charging 
the contrivers of it to be Narrain, Serapa, Timapa, Sunka Eama, and 
Andee Chitty ; upon which we sent for the five persons before 
mentioned, to whom our Brahmin read the letter, which as we 
expected they disowuied knowing anything of it. So we agreed that 
they five should go to the Pagoda with our Brahmin, and there send 
for the heads of all their Castes, to whom they should read the 
letter, and find out if possible the truth and author of it. But in the 
evening the five persons with the Brahmin returned, and acquainted 
the Governor that they had all been at the Pagoda, where the letter 
was read to their Caste, who disowned they knew anything of it. 

** Wednesday, 22nd . — This morning was brought in four papers 
that were fixed on the outside of the bastions of the inward Fort; 
the purport, of which being full of the most opprobrious language 
against the Governor j charging him to be the author of the Cajan 
letter read yesterday. The authors of which are doubtless the five 
persons, Narrain, etc., who we in cur consciences believe were the 
sole contrivers -of the late rebellion, and are not a little nettled in 
fearing that that villainy will in a little time be proved upon them. 

“ Thursday, ^Oth, — The Governor produces a paper in the Gentoo 
language signed by President Baker, Agent Greenbill, and Mr. 
Gurney, dated in the year 16512,*' for composing differences amongst 

* This reference is worthy of especial notice. It refers to a period within 
thirteen years of the foundation of Fort St. George, and of which no records 
are preserved in the Madras Becord Office. The earliest record in Madras 



264- 


eistoby of mabbar. 


[ 1707 . 


tlie Bight and Left Hand which h^^had 

S otSii itt;a w’y did tbo. i tb. t— o> 

t;!^:;/rLge Wo..;n. 

Comnany, before the Connaree Chitty, and Sheshadreo 

and ‘Mr. Gurney, Srr^ ot late been 

jSlw'ta "gid » iLirWdW -d »”“*”■ . 

of it shall forfeit a thousand dollars. _ 

“The Eight Hand Castes are to ® 4 e 

none of the Biglrt Hand Caste. Ohitfv's 

“ The Great street from before el we allowed 

Garden.andall the streets to t^e wes^ .j^ Porter’s 

^eaSin^^MS C^-l wig the New street (being 

C slr?ets) are aflotted to the Left Hand Caste. 

“ The Market street °PH°®'‘®.,*'®i'|®i?i’H"|fa^CasteT and'as far as 
mittee’s shops, is fhe Left Hand’ Caste ; where 

the Chitties shops ""Xg ^edaiu-s or Burials ; and if either 

oS«“i S«fto ihi, Ag».™»t .bll P-J 

dollars. 

..Tb. .oji ';"“”"P,; 7 pXrri“''l.K'idS 

r.b?s«So«rrLt’»d“o ^ 

ChmS”? gj th„.gb tb. G~t .br»t. 

Before tlie Fort is free for all. 

Bated November 5 th, l 6 o 2 . 

Signed by 

A AEON Baker, 

He»et Grbenhiee, 
WlLEIAM GtJRKET, 
Cannaeee Cjibtty, 

SHESHitOEEBHAIK.’^' _ 
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We liave thus reproduced in full the more interesting papers 
connected with this remarkable dispute between the Hight and Left 
Hands. There are however other entries, far two lengthy to be 
extracted here, from which we gather that the dispute was aggra- 
vated by other circumstances, which were not permitted to rise to 
the surface. In the first instance there had undoubtedly been a 
fierce quarrel between the two Hands about the streets in which each 
Hand might celebrate its Weddings and Burials. But about this 
time a conimerdal rivalry arose. The Merchants belonging to the 
Eight Hand liad generally purchased the Company's goods exported 
fx'om England ; but now the Merchants of the Left Hand contrived 
to out-bid them. As the Eight Hand was said to be favoured by Mr, 
Fraser, so the Left Hand was evidently favoured by Governor Pitt. 
The virulence of the hatred between Governor Pitt and Mr. Fraser 
seems to imply something more than a mere difference of opinion as 
regards the mode of mediating between the two Hands. That Mr, 
Fraser was the champion of the Eight Hand is sufficiently proved by 
what has gone before. That Governor Pitt was the champion of the 
Left Hand seems also proved by a Petition presented by the Left 
Hand after the return of their enemies to Madras. We are sorry 
that this Petition should be far too long to be reproduced in these 
columns ; but a careful perusal of it has strongly impressed us with 
the idea that though it may have been presented by the Left Hand 
it was originally from the pen of Mr. Pitt. It recapitulates at very 
great length the whole history of the disputes, and employs exactly 
the language and style which Mr. Pitt would himself have used to 
clear himself before the Court of Directors; and it contains a petition 
that the Left Hand might be permitted to leave Madras peaceably at 
the end of six months, and seek for employment elsewhere ; and that 
a notice of their intention of doing so might be made public, so that 
they might have the opportunity of paying up every debt they owed 
before leaving the town ! 

In December, matters were restored to tranquillity ; and during 
the following year a final arrangement was made between the two 
Hands for removing into separate streets. But the quarrel between 
Governor Pits and Mr. Fraser continued to be as virulent as ever. 
Ml’. Pitt drew up eight charges against the latter, with which how- 
ever the reader is generally acquainted ; but we make the following 
extract for the sake of its style. “ That it is well known by most upon 
the place, as also by what appears upon the Consultation books, 
that he (Mr. Fraser) has ever deen found a person of a factious and 
turbulent temper ; and though weak in contriving, yet industrious 
in promoting mischief and confusion ; of a capacity unfit for any 
business or advice ; impatient of peace, and only pleased when 
factions run high ; wherein he has always made one to the gi’eat 
prejudice of the Company's affairs ; during the time of our present 
Governor always herding and siding with such persons as are under 

■ ■■ -23 
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the frowns of the vf observed he was very iutii- 

at the beginning of ^ Timaiia, a profligate and wicked 

one o£ tte oMef contrivers of the rebellion. , , , , , . 

Mr. Fraser -was promised a °°Pfj ° iTone till 

folloTOg «l»y J« ™ moraine smiding >i> impu- 

“ Saturday, mii Vecemoet. ^ - ^ Council, it was agreed 

StrS b^l^iveSfoP^^^ to be burned under 

Gallows, which was accordingly done. 

In our last chapter h^^^^ 

^fteLomerliuMkson the investments; 
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jnstice fco all niidcr them ; for whether they themselves, or others 
by their authority or connivance, oppress or injure the subject, it 
comes to all one in the upshot ; that is to say, first the people 
secretly murnuir and complaiii, then they break out into more open 
reproaches, and at last into down right mutinies and rebellions ; 
and this seems to ns to be the true reason why those scurrilous 
papers were fastened upon the stones set up, and afterwards on the 
walls of the town ; wiiereas the Wise Man’s remark will be found to 
be eternally true, “ '.rhat the Throne can only be established in 
righteousness.” 

It was very surprising to us to read that so many of the 
• handicrafts, and oi.her useful bands, went away on this quarrel; 
and gave us but ordinary apprehensions of the conduct of the then 
administration. Sui'cly they were too valuable to be parted with 
without the last extremity. All nations and times have agreed in 
this, that useful people are the riches as well as the strength of a 
city or country ; and although we readily agree that neither the one 
or the other Caste are over honest, or will scruple laying hold of any 
handle for their own benefit ; yet it seems plain to us there must be 
something more than ordinary at the bottom, that should make the 
Hight Hand Castes go away in general in a body, and the heads of 
them consent to be at the charge of maintaining the handicrafts 
people at St. Thome. 

** On the whole matter we heartily recommend to you all to 
endeavour in your stations to prevent such like quarrels in future ; 
and to that end to take eai^e the established ancient privileges of both 
Castes be preserved to them, and the like to all other the inlmbitants ; 
and that all of them have the free possession of their liberty and 
property ; that justice be administered equally and impartially, and 
no real cause given of discontent; and then if you find any make- 
bates that would be putting the people in a ferment* make them 
]mbliG examples as their faults deserve, and remember in such cases 
** too much pity spoils a city.” 


XXII* 


GOYSIiN’OBSHIP OP MR.* THOMAS PITT. 

1708 -- 9 . 

The Governorship of Mr. Pitt, whioh extended over the unusually 
long period of eleven years, was suddenly brought to a close in 1709. 
The later years of his government are distinguished by events which 
"'emphatically belong to the history of the British rule in India. 


2(58 


BISTOBY OF MADRAS, 


[1 708 --a 


Hitherto the English Governors had only carried on their communi- 
cations with the Nabobs in their neighbourhood, but circumstances 
now brought them into more immediate communication with the 
Great Mogul. During the later years of the reigix of Aurungzebe, 
the Governor of Madras had been brought into coinmunication^with 
the Grand Vizier Assad Khan, and with his son Zulhkar Khan. 
After the death of Aurungzebe, circumstances, as we shall presently 
see, bi’ought Mr. Pitt into direct communication with the new 
Emperor himself, Shah Aulum, known in Mahoraedan history under 
the title of Bahadur Shah. 

Before however noticing these events, we lay before our readers 
the following extracts illustrative of the internal state of Madras. 
The first is a copy of agreement between the Eight and Left Hand 
Castes, dated 14th January, 1708, which appears to have settled for 
awhile the dispute between the two. 

‘‘ Whereas there has lately* been differences in the Streets between both 
parties occasioned by a wedding going in procession in the Pedda Naik’s Pettah ^ 
and it being brought before your Honour, who ordered us to chose out twelve 
Heads of each Caste to meet in the Gentoo Pagoda, and make matters up, and 
then report what done to your Honour. (Names of the twelve Heads of each 
Caste omitted). These twenty-four agreed and confirmed as follows ; — 

“ The Left Hand Caste co-babiting in several streets that belong to the Eight 
Hand in the Pedda Naik’s Pettah, so that they cannot safely make their wed- 
dings ; therefore from this day all the Left Hand that live in the Pedda Haik’s 
Pettah, shall have the following streets to live and make their weddings, viz. 
Eastward of Eccombre Sheraloo Pagoda, as yoxi go in the back side corner 
street of Vencata Narnapa’s stone OhouUry, and go from that place along the 
Southward Street as far as the well before Gulla Annifcehe’s house, where besides 
the South street there is another North Street as you come from Brahmin 
Appelia’s Garden which joins to the well ; and from the well westward as far 
as Dubash Euggana’s house ; thence as you go northward of Nautowary Pillary 
Pagoda as far as Mr. Empaon’s Garden ; in which streets the Left Hand Castes 
shall live and make their weddings. But if the aforesaid streets are not enough 
to hold them all, some of those houses that lie to the westward which belong to 
the Eight Hand, we will supply them with ; and in case those are not enough 
too, we will fi.nd some houses out either of the east, north, or south ; and 
Eccombre Sheraloo’s Pagoda, and Vencata Narnapa’s Choultry, shall belong to 
both Castes- And the Left Hand shall carry their dead towards the westward 
of Bangana Eama’s Garden Street. Those of the Eight Hand that were living 
in the abovesaid streets shall now change with the Left Hand that did inhabit 
the Eight Hand street, and henceforward live there. Both parties having thus 
agreed, we shall keep our Customs and weddings in our own streets. The Left 
Hand shall not buy those gardens to the westward of the street that fronts 
Mr. Empson’s garden, without the owner’s consent, nor shall the Eight Hand 
build any houses there. If any of the Castes act contrary to this agreement, 
shall he fined twelve thousand Pagodas to the Honorable Company, and receive 
punishment according to the custom of their Caste. To this we both agree and 
confirm. All the eastward from Nautowarry Pillary Pagoda shall belong to the 
Eight Hand: all the westward to the Left Hand.”* 


^ This agieenient was recapitulated and confirmed on the 2Srd June, 1708. 
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The following curious accounfc of the knaveries of the Madras 
boatmen, and the strong measures taken in consequence, will fo© 
found very illustrative of the character of the times. 

Taesdayf 20tJh . — The Governor this morning summoned this 
Coxincil to acquaint them, that just then the Pedda hTaik informed 
him that he discovered a villainy in the boatmen, in opening the 
poinpany^s bales sent on board the Duchess which he hearing of 
in the night immediately secured the head boatmen and two Peons, 
at the watching places by the sea side, on whom he found two pieces 
of middling long cloth. The Governor imhiediately sent for the 
Ooni(*,opoly of the Godown to enquire what peons were sent o£f in 
the boats, that day they loaded hfr.een boats ; which to his great 
surprise he told him no Peons at all ; though often at the Council 
Board he ordered that no goods of the Company’s should go off or 
come ashore without Peons in the boats ; and the same he had often 
ordered the Conicopoly when with him, and twice or thrice thrashed 
him himself when that he found he neglected it.* 

The Chief of the boatmen wei’e before us when the Pedda Haik 
charged them with the knowledge of this villainy, and brought one 
of their servants to their face to prove it ; who did nob only do that, 
but sent some of his people with their servant to one of the Chiefs 
houses, and found four' pieces of Bebtelees buried underground. 
Upon which orders were given to apprehend all the boatmen that 
were ashore, and those that were gone off in boats when they 
returned ; and as soon as the Governor was informed of it, and 
knowing four boats were gone off this morning with bales, he sent 
for Captain Eaymond, whom he desired to write to his Mate to 
search the four boats as soon as come on board, to see whether they 
had not played the same tricks with those bales. When some of 
those boats off returned near the surf, their associates in this villainy 
made them some private sign, so that they returned again as far as 
the Paddy boats, and there consulted one another; from which we 
apprehended they would run away to the northward or southward. 
So presently seiit two boats with the Yizagapatam boatmen with 
soldiers to prevent it ; which as soon as they discovered, ten boats run 
away to the southward ; upon which the Governor ordered the Gunner 
to hre shot from the Battery and sink them if possible; several of 
which fell very near, but had nob the good luck to do execution *1“ ; 
and the ship observing it sent their Pinnace, who cut off the flight 
of four and brought them back, but the other six got to St, Thome, 

* We wonder what would be said now if a G-overnor of Madras gravely record- 
ed in the Consultation book, that he had more than once thrashed a Conico- 
poly with his own hand for neglect of duty. 

t Prom this and other allusions, Governor Pitt does not seem to have been 
very fond of the natives. 
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morning to be put in 
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the bales on board the “Bucheas” i 
cannot come at the certainty without 
not only augment the demurrage, i: 
endanger her passage. Upon which 
to dispatch the ship, and to take am < 
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this time at St. Thome. • $ 

“ Tuesday, mh Fshrmnj.—Th& Nabob being ^ery Pres^ng for a 
PerSorseof the Govern4’a for which he. has °®®^® ^^3 
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°Mr. Pitt’s quarrels were about this time very much <”1*6 increase 
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XSad married a daughter-in-law of Captain 

5 ie appointment on the ground that Mr. Eoach had 
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Mr Pitt made a rather warm entry in the Consultation 
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Aould not be thought by Mr. Frederick to be better judges of those 
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raattorB than himself ; and that he should foe the only person 
amon^Bfe ns that is fit to judge of men and their capacity, when it is 
notoriously known ])y all in this place, that profound ignorance and 
pride are his only qualifications/’ 

We have now to narrate the progress of events which brought Mr, 
Fitt into mure immediate communication with the Great Mogul. 
Aurungv.ebe expired in the camp at Ahmednuggar on the 21st of 
February, 1707. He left behind him three sons, viz. Moazzim, 
better known as Shall Anlum, who was Governor of Cabul ; Azim 
Shall, who was Subahdar of Guzerat; and Kam Buksh, who was 
Governor of Bija-poor, By his will he recommended that Shah 
Aulnm should bo recognised as Bmperor, but that he and Azim Shah 
should divide the empire; Shah Aulum taking the northern and 
eastern pi*ovinces, with Delhi for his capita] ; and Azim Shah taking 
all the country to the south and south-west, including all the Dekkan 
excepting Golconda and Bijapoor. These last mentioned kingdoms 
were assigned to Kam Buksh. . 

The decease of Aurungzebe was followed by a war between his 
sons. The moment the second son Azim Shah heard the news of his 
father’s death, he had hurried to the camp at Ahmednuggar, and 
was immediately proclaimed Emperor of all India in perfect 
disregard to the will of Aurungzebe. Meantime Shah Aulum had 
assumed the imperial crown at Cabul. Azim Shah marched against 
him, and a bloody battle ensued in the neighbourhood of Agra, in 
which Azim was slain.=^ 

Shah Aulum was now joined by 2»ulfikar Khan, and Assad Khan; 
both of whom, as we have seen, are fx^equently mentioned in the 
records connected with the later years of Aurungzebe ; Zuifikar 
Khan as commander-in-chief of the army against the Mahrattas, aaid 
as predecessor of Dawood Khan in the Kabobship of the Carnatie ; 
and Assad Khan, as father of Xulfikar Khan, and Grand Yizier of 
Aurungzebe. Another contest still remained. Kam Buksh was 
not contented with Golconda and Bijapoor, but aspired after the 
imperial throne. Shah Aulum attexnpted to win him over by 
concessions bat in vain. At last Shah Aiilum marched an army into 
the Dekkan to oppose him. After a considerable delay a battle took 
place near Hydex'abad in Februax*y, 1709,t at which Kam Buksh was 
mortally wounded. 

* Elphinstone dates this battle in June 1707. 

t Elphinstone says the battle took place in February 1708, but it must have 
taken place in January 1700, or rather in January 1708*9. The exact date we 
are enabled to give from the records. It is vary probable that the previous 
date of the defeat of Aisim. Shah, is fixed a year too early ; and indeed 
Mr, Elphinstono appears from the records to have confounded the old and new 
styles, ill the present pubiioation we have invariably given the new style for 
-w sake 'of clearness. 
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la 1708, when Shah Aulum 

younger brother Kam ,, finvernor o£ Forfc St. George^ 

household dispatched ^ ® ^ ^ tenderiu" his sei’vice in any affair.’' 

« professing great kindness a nhvious ”Kam Bnksh was then in 
The reason for this advance is . * ^ alle^^iance of the English 

command of the Bekkan, and t e Aulnm. Governor Pitt 

might prove of importance 

det^rmiLd to take W Accordingly he 

understanding with the than Shah Aulnm 

^rote an answer to the 5'^y^\|^tewaid, i e l Englisli by 

would be pleased to ^^„,.ess°oi allairs can now be best , 

^?plS^y tbe Consultations. 

» Saturday, «2/. ITOB-This Comtnyl 

Governor olXe European inhabitants, to accom- 

servauts, with the was met by all the Armenians, 

pany him to the ^rden, w .rr j Merchant Gentoo inbabitaiiT.s of 
Persians, Moguls, Patans, “dhoc“om King Shah Aulnm 

S^hfGcv^tT^^^^^^ 

c“ief ur^l oS an occasion, by firing of great guns, etc.^^ 

« Satmday, 7ih ^g’^^°ake”mir^addreLes to°the King 

Shah Aulnm seems to f “Xg^®opportunity weresolring 

for a confirmation of our privile^ ’oeromnlish it for a much less to 

to take hold of, believing we shall ,^g 

bete. a. O.».oil to- a.ir advice 

“"rod.. Ktan’. My 

Khan. Khau Khanan merely signifies Khan ot unans. 

« lEOK Ksiu KhaNAN, Bahaduk Zephir 3vm, Geand Vkiee. ^ ^ 

“ The Governor of Chihnapatauam may depend upon His ajes y s 
KoyalPavour. 

“The good and faithful services you have 
onViieots has been represented to him by some of his Ohi i 
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of S).al,<'. upon whoso r«oomincndiitioii of your merits, a mark of his 
favour to yon, ho has orifored this Hosbnlhocum to be sent you to 

cerfiii y ttJtj isainc ; not douhtius^ but your d6portn5enti will continue 
to be such OH to iiuTeaso in fame and reputation ; and according as 
you observe this Hosbnlhocum you may expect further marks of 
His Majesty* 'S grace and countenance. Dated June 1st. ^Received 

July Jlsti 1708. 

MMh AngiisL — The Governor lays before the Council 
this <iuy fi>r their opinion and advice, a Petition he had drawn up to 
King Shah Auhun, a letter to the Grand Yizier, a letter to Zulhkar 
Khan, and aTudJun* to Zoodee Khan ; which were all read, and agreed 
to be ptit in the Persian language, and to be dispatched with all 
expeiiition, that so they may arrive before the King comes to 
Golconda;^ 

Petitioh to the King Shah Axtlum. 

** Go,d grant the great King ‘Shah Anlum may live for ever, is the 
hearty Prayers of the Governor of Chinnapatara, and of all the 
English Nation in your Majesty’s Dominion, who have been here 
lately blessed with your Majesty’s most Gracious and Eoyal 
Hosoulhocum ; and for your Majesty’s commands therein, they 
shall always be kept as sacred as they were in the time of your 
Majesty’s *B.oyal Predecessors, who were pleased to bestow their 
Koyal favours on us in granting us several Privileges to encourage 
iis in our trade; for a confirmation of which we hixmbly Petition 
your Majesty to grant us your Boyal Firmaun, with what additional 
favours your MaJestj?' in your Boyal Wisdom shall think fit; which 
we shall not only record in our books btit in our hearts also; and as 
in duty bound shall ever pray for your Majesty’s long and prosperous 
reign, and that you may be always so victorious as to lay your feet 
on the neck of your enemies,” 

To His Highness Khan Khanan, Bahadhe Zefhir Jvm , Geand 

ViajiER. 

“ Your Highness’ noble qualifications and virtues being known to 
all the world, which increase by your daily giving instances of your 
justice and mercy, and particularly your favours and protection 
which you so liberally bestow on all strangers in your King’s 
dominions ; of which we here have a late instance in receiving the 
blessing of His Majesty’s royal Hosbnlhooura ; which we must 
attribute to your Plighness’s favour and great care of us ; for which 
we return our most humble thanks ; and humbly request that as we 
now send our Petition to the great King Shah Aulum, humbly 
desiring his Eoyal Pirmaun for a confirmation of our privileges 
according to sallabad throughout his dominions: that your Highness 
would be pleased to countenance and assist ns in procuring the 
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, . , 1 „n ^i,lv find ns m’iifcfifnl Irot dnt.itnl ; and 

SI £ "yC ;»« Histai. !.»'«' "f “■> *“■ 

ever to be blissed with the favour of your groat lung. 

to be forgotten. "jetted m orn^mc acknowledged, but 

in our books; winch we ; troubles of the country ; yet 

r';:« 

w.,1 «<,-« ,i.h a. pf 'fev” -‘;™ 

which we are endeavommg to ^ trade may go on 

from the gt®at Kurg Shah Aulum ; that we mrd^^ 

mMmss'^ss 

ptospsrity. 

..To HI. KiniaPCT Z«»™" ^.a L««J> Smii Si.MO 01 ID 

: g...™. »»d i-P ‘“S 

SH^gpiSsSH 

U3 with the management thereof. 

5 'sSessIry ; and we shall endeavour to procure it if possible. 

“ Tour Excellency will see that we desire a Eirmami to confmm 
our nriv leaes according to sallabad in all his dominions ; unless His 
M^iesty shall, out of his Royal bounty, IW) 

onus Your Excellency cannot but know thai Mdiapoie (bt. Ihome) 
is a troublesome neighbourhood to us, 

miarrels of little advantage to the king nor will it ever be more, 
which lonld we obtain, and the town of Trivatore on the o^h®'’ 
of us, it would make us easy, and increase the riches of the ki g 
country, 

“And whereas the goods we import are generally 
cfmifeal cities of Goleonda and Biiapoor, etc., which trade we should 
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irnich lucreJisc u there wa?? no caafcom paid upon them between this 
piaee ami chties ; and that the Mettas about us, which of late 
years have been increased to the plague and ruin of trade, were laid 
aside; which only fiiid employs for some little people, who destroy 
trade by thnir vexation and extorciion, and in the main very much 
lesson the King^s revenue. 

And wo humbly desire that you would get it inserted in a 
Firmanm that wluuiever we are so unfortunate as to lose any ship in 
any part of His l^lajesty^s dominions, we shall have the liberty to 
]weservc what we can of the wreck, without any molestation from 
tiio (}ov(n*ument ; which is not only practised throughout t-he world, 
blit the inhabitants arc generally commanded to assist therein. !For 
it is a^gr<jat hardship that, after the great risk that our people have 
run of their lives, they shall iu>t be at liberty to save what they can 
of their estates. We must own with great thankfulness that this 
justice have been granted us by former purwaiinas from IChan 
Bahadur and the present Nabob ; but as it has been formerly 
disputed it may again, which nothing but the King's gracious grant 
can prevent. 

‘‘We extremely want the King’s blessing and favours to give 
new life to our trade ; for since your Excellency went hence this 
place has lost nearly three lakhs of pagodas by misfortunes and 
most by pirates ; so that it is become poor ; and nothing can 
contribute to the retrieving our losses but God’s blessing, the King’s 
favour, and Your Excellency’s continuance in assisting of us. 

“ Here are sliips in a few days that will depart for Pegu, when we 
shall write the King what you advised in your former letter, that an 
Ambassador was coming to him. Khan Bahadur always showed 
himself a friend to our nation ; whose favours we cannot but retain 
with great thanki'ulness ; so have wrote him a letter which comes 
herewith, and a copy of it for your Excellency ; we leave it to j^our 
pleasure whether it shall be delivered him. 

‘‘ If please God we are so fortunate as to be blessed with the King’s 
favour, as to obtain his Eoyal Pirmaun, we humbly entreat your 
Excellency to appoint some able person to see it so fully penned as 
that it may not admit of any dispute from Nabobs and Governors, 
where the same is to be executed. Our dependence is entirely on 
your Excellency’s friendship, for which we shall be always full of 
our acknowiedgmentvS, and 'heartily wish your Excellency and all 
your family health and prosperity.” 

The following extracts will explain themselves. 

Th%ir$daifj I9tk August* — There having come some people 
belonging to Zoodee Khan, our great friend at the King’s Court, to 
acquaint the Governor that his Lady at St. Thqm6 extremely wanted 
ntoney for her charges ; not being able to get bills upon her husband. 





1 J nnv bv reason of tbe great troubles in the vray ; 

nor could he remit My, oy ,„_;j t;na'\>.irro(liis for his account; 

sitHsiSssi 

tke country Government, upon the penaiTiy » ijn; rmnnn 






^ I .. .3 :;} m f^n ti Ollfc Ot fmC oash , 06X11,-, *• 


Broaucea, ic wa.s o- ^ 

Lcount and repaid the Goyernment out ot the cash 
absolutely necessary at ^this uime, tbougli no 
precedent for tbe future. j 

The followincr entries are in the Consitltatious of the same day ; 
ani are ioTtL pr^s^^^^^ though they do not illustrate the current 

^'“^The Cotnnany having a sorrel Persian horse good for little, and 
there being s^mJpeople about to buy him, it is agreed the Governor 
sells him for what he can get.” 

«We having lately more thefts and robberies 
city than usuaF, and finding they daily increase, b ® 

ao-reed that all persons as soon as convicted shall be 3 

S wMpt at Tcart through all the streets ^’F town, and 

afterwards lie in prison till an 0PP0’'‘«“‘^y P’^®®®"'^® 
the West Coast, where they are to be the OompMys slaves for 
ninety-nine years ; and this order to be published by betting it up 
on every Gate of the Black town. 

“The Governor being advised from Pegu that a Gonicopoly, one 
Amsa^ that went hence on one of the ®hips hither had the 
topndenoe to counterfeit a letter to the hmg of that count! y, as if 
irCrfrom the Governor here, and with it sent a Present; for 
which he had an advantageous return in Elephants as u^^ 
prevent the pernicious consequences which attend ®?-ohjile practme^ 
the Governor seized him as soon as he returned, and put him m 
nrison, and intended to have punished him severely ; but having 
been there a Factor for several Merchants of this plaosj whom he 
had not yet rendered any account, and it is thought he , 

if he is disgraced by a punishment; it is therefore agreed that he 
be fined for his crime 200 Pagodas, to be paid into the Company a 
cash, and give security he never more goes to iegu. 
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Shah Allium at Golconda, and accordingly a member of Council and 
the Secretary were sent to him with, a present of about 200 Pagodas, 
In return tbe Nabob presented the Company with a Per wanna for 
the live following towns, the names of which are spelt as follows 
**’ Trivet-oro town itself. 

Vasakwada under Perumbore; 

Santunganda under Tnvetore. 

Lungunibaca ( ? Hungumbaukum) under Egm ore. 

Cutteewauca unde'*^- Triv ©tore.” 

ThcBC Towns were rained at fifteen hundred pagodas. Subse- 
quently the King's Officers at St. Thomd raised a clamour against 
ihis present of the King's and declared that their real ralue 

wan as much^ as three tiionsand pagodas ; upon which the Nabob 
oi'dcred the King s books to bo searched, and the real ralue to be 
laid before him. Fi’om the following entry it will be seen that the 
dispute wa,s hushed up in the Oriental fashion : — It is agreed that 
our Moolla and Brahmin return again to St. Thome with about two 
hundred pagodas, which is ordered to be distributed amongst the 
King's Oliieers who keep the Records in order to settle this matter.'* 

The next extract is also interesting. 

** Sakirdmif OctDher,-—We having large experience that it is 
impossible for us to manage the income of villages, so as not to be 
imposed upon, and lose at least half the produce ; to prevent which 
it is agreed this day to let or to rent the five villages, lately given 
the Company by the Nabob, for twelve years to Colloway and 
Vinketty Chefeties, at 1,200 Pagodas^,per annum, to commence from 
tbk day;"w'ho are obliged' to repair , all tanks belonging thereto, 
which have beeix let run to ruin, as customary, by those who 
have been lately the renters of them ; and the Secretary is ordered 
to draw out a lease for them." 

Towards the end of the year another Hosbulhooum arrived from 
the King Shah Aiilum, wi&b answers penned in the xisual oriental 
style from the Royal Oflicei*s to the letters sent them by Governor 
Pitt It would be wearisome in the extreme to I'eproduce these 
compositions here. In return Governor Pitt engaged to forward 
the necessary presents to the King Bhab Aulum and his principal 
Officers ; and sent numerous fulsome letters to the various Ministers 
of Stace, all of which are recorded at full length in the Consultation. 
The fallowing extracts from a letter to the Royal Steward will 
sufficiently illustrate the tone of the whole. 

‘'To ZoouEE Khan, Loeb High Steward of the Kino Shah 

Aulum's household. 

January 5th, 1709- 

“ By your faithful Chobdar Cossac, by whom your Kxceiiencj 
sent the Royal Hosbulhooum, and Test, and Purwannas, I now 
send this bumble address, which doubtless you expected sooner, and 

24 
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that I almost despaired o£ being able to acknowledge them by my 
nen or Srwise ; but then considering what a generous tncnd I 
C met whhTwho had been so lavish of his favonrs to one who had 
aruTtle nowe7L merit to oblige you; I co.ild no longer restrain 
from blessing my stars, who were so propitious to me as 
the honour of your first acquaintance; which 1 esteem the - 

fate thaT has attended me through the whole course of my hie ; 
which I shall ever remember, aud that posterity may do the same, 
I Lmhly request that when you come to ^olconda you 
me with sending me your picture; which I will send to 
^dTave copied”by the most exquisite limner in the world and 
order it to be^sent me hither ; beside I will erect y°“’ J 

cut in marble, with such an inscription on it that the woild may 
know the author of our happiness m these h' A ' ' f;° 

Excellency writes that there must be presents for all the pnnees 
and some^of the great men. If you mean snob as are suitable to 
their birth and quality, it is impossible for us to purchase them with 
Sif CompaS’slstate^; who yo^a know are merchants who run ^ea 
risk to get a little, and who often meet with loss instead of gam. 
We hope as the presents we intend are suitable to our circumstance^ 
that they will meet with a gracious acceptance from the great king 
and princes; which puts ns in mind of what we read m i“story 
that Won many persons making very rich presents to a king, 
therehWpened a Borman to come with a drop of water, which 
was acceptable as any of their presents, being according to h 
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1 7th of iJio ttiooii Raoia 2 :?m the blessed in the second j^ear of the 
Xing's Enign.” 

In reply (lovornor Ih tit's promised obedience in general terms, font 
on the 18t h Jainiary, 1709, intelligence was brought to Madras that 
8!iah A uhita Inul obtained a complete victory over his brother, and 
that Kani iluksh had died of the wounds he had received during 

the buittlc. 
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XXIII. 

OOYKEKOESHIPS OF PITT, ADDISOlSr, MONTAGUE AND FJRASEE. 

1709 -^ 10 , 

The period upon which we are now about to enter will foe interest- 
ing to all who are fond of historical coincidences. The rapid succes- 
sion of Governors, in the years 1709, 1710, and 1711, bears a curious 
resemblance to the similar changes which took place in 1859, 1860, 
and 1881 after the exact interval of a century and a half. Within 
two years Fort St. George saw five successive Governors, viz. Mr. 
Pitt, Mr. Addison, Mr. Montague, Mr. Fraser, and Mr. Harrison ; 
and now within the last two years of our history we have seen the 
same event repeated in the rapid succession of Lord Harris, Sir 
Charles Tiweljan, Mr. Morehead, Sir Heniyr Ward, and Sir William 
Denison. 

In the middle of the year 1709, Mr. Pitt’s government was fast 
drawing to a close ; bat though it is apparent from the records that 
lie had some suspicions of the probability of his being recalled, yet 
he evidently had no idea of the sudden way in which the recall would 
be carried out. Before however noticing this event, we make the 
following curious extracts which seem to have some reference to the, 
great Pitt diamond to which allusion has already been made. 

Wednesday, Zrd August, 1709. — The Governor this day acquainted 
the Goiiiici], that he having lately heard of some villainous and 
scandalous refiections that had been made upon him by the late 
Lieutenant Seaton, who he yesterday sent for from the Mount, and 
examined thereon ; who with bis usual impudence averred to him the 
most notorious falsities that ever could be thought or imagined. 
Upon which he (the Governor) said, he had confined him, Seaton, to 
the Ensign’s room ; and he desired that he might be sent for up, and 
examined thereto. Which accordingly was done, and when he came 
into the Consultation Eoora before us, without first hearing what 
the Governor had to charge him with, and the reasons of his con- 
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addressed himself to the Council, say in «, 
the Governor for buying a great diamond 
” When the Governor answered and tola 
“ and demanded of him 

".ake'hina 


finement,— lie immediately 
♦‘lam come here to accuse 
to the Company’s prejudice. • , 

him, “we would discourse of that by and by . . 

whether he had said, that he had reoeived of I aupia to m. 

Chief Dubash, five hundred pagodas ; ho aofnowlkged 

hundred to be continued, which was refused .^^mThe rswe«d 
to have said, but being commanded to prove the same, ai s 
he S it from a black fellow, but could not rem^er who he was 
After which the two Dubashes before mentioned 

aaSe Governor a pagoda, or that ever he asked ^imted to them 
ff!!* ‘It.h Iw^ i and to this they took the most solemnest oath in 


thp Pao-oda Then the Governor demanded what he Knew oi 
buying^a diamond. He answered in general 

nqrfcicular of it; when he was commanded to acqiiaint t 

Council with it, which he said he would then do, *5ore^ for 

wnnlfl bfi a ohano’e of Government this month, and tneretore lor 

thl Governor said to him did not signify to 

Iimh insolent and villainous oppressions He urthersa^ttot to 
Ms knowledge the Governor was betrayed hy all 

about him • xnsomuoh that he knew every thing that was done and 
aaM mno”ia his Counting house ; and to give an mstanoe 

+'Vifirpnf that the great diamond he had bought was entered in. 
£birfolir64 Eogers,who went 

Mnce in oSr last for Bombay, had carried papers Mong. with 
him signed by black people, that would do the Governor s business , 
Nicholas Wait had got translated and carried home with 
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Then I asked how he dursfc presume to talk up and down of 
what I bought or sold, and how it was possible for him to know 
anything of it ; to which he answered that he had so good intelligence 
that there was not the least thing said or done by me, but that he 
knew; and to convince me desired leave to ask me some questions, 
which I permitted him to do and were as follows : Whether Mr. 
.Roberta did not write to me, requesting that he might be concerned, 
in a great diamond I had bought ?*’ Answered : False.” ** Whether 
a person did not come and wish me joy of its being sold for 500,000 
dollars?” False. “‘Whether two persons did not come from the 
Dekkan to demand a great diamond, and that I gave one of them at 
coming eleven rupees, and the other at going away, a hundred and 
Mty” All false, only that one man came. Upon which I told him 
that I found him (Seaton) a villain; and as I found him endeavouring 
to betray me, doubtless he would do the same to the Government; so 
ordered the Captain of the Guard to confine him to the Fnsiga^s 
room, none to come to him but the Council. 

““ Thursday t lltli August . — It is unanimously agreed that Lieute- 
nant Seaton "be confined till the first ship goes for England, and on her 
to be sent home a prisoner to the Company.” 

In the following month Governor Pitt was suddenly recalled, as 
will be seen by the following entry. 

“ Sunday, 18ih Seftemher . — Yesterday evening appeared a ship to 
the northward of this Port, and about nine at night came ashore 
Captain Tolson, who acquainted the Goveimor that he was Commander 
;Of the Ship ‘‘Heathcote” come directly from England; and that 
be had brought the Company's packet which be produced directed 

follows: — 

To THR Honorable Gulstonr Addison, President, Messrs. Fraser* 

MONTAG-tJE, M.IRTIN, RaWORTH, FREDERICK, HlTNT, BULKLEY, AND 

Jennings, Fort St. George.” 

And withal told him there was great alterations here, and that he 
as dismissed the service ; therefore pi'essed that the Council 
, ight be immediately called. The Governor told him that it was 
impossible to be done, not only from the lateness of the night, but 
that several of them were at the Mount ; so desired the Captain to 
strictly observe in what condition he delivered the packet, and be 
here to-morrow morning at eight o'clock, again when the Council 
should be summoned, that so he might see it in the like condition be 
delivered it. This morning accordingly all the late Council met, 
when the Governor refused to surrender the Government by virtue 
of the superscription on the packet, but demanded a supercedenfc to 
bis Commission, by virtue of which he had been Governor of this 
place upwards of eleven years. So after some hesitation the packet 
was opened, wherein there was a Commission which superceded bis. 
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He also demanded the reading of the Genoral Lehfcer, xvhich was 
refused him ; but in the packet there being Letter from the 
Managers to him, wherein it wavS fully expressed his dismission from 
their service, the constituting Guktono Addison, Esquire in his 
room, so he immediately read tho cash and tendered the balance 
thereof; but the new Governor desired tho payment for that time be 
deferred, for that he was very much indisposed. So the Governor 
Just as he loft the Chair, challenged the whole Board, or ai^y upon 
the place, to charge him with an unjust action during tho whole 
time of his government, or that he had ever refused a kimlnoss to 
any one that asked it, and that it lay in his power ; or that ever ha 
acted arbitrary in any one matbei% notwithstanding some villains of 
this place have had the impudence to represent him otherwise ; so 
rose out of the chair and placed the new Governor in it.’^ 

The recall of Mr. Pitt, at the moment he had succeeded in 
establishing friendly relations between the Company and the Court 
at Delhi, proved anything but advantageous to the English ; and 
the Directors on more than one occasion had cause to regret their 
precipitancy, and quoted the government of Mr. Piet as an example 
to his less politic and less energetic successors. The following 
extract from a gene'ral letter of this period will alone waiTant this 
inference. 

We read with pleasure that when Messrs. Eaworth and Daven- 
port visited the Nabob at St. Thome with a present of two hundreddll 
pagodas, he gave you for us the grants of dve towns adjoining tcKf f :| 
ours, worth about fifteen hundred pagodas a year, which you are f i 
now in possession of; and that you pi’eserve a good understanding | | 
with the Government, notwithstanding some little jangling. This | i; 
we take to be the effect of your good conduct and President Pittas I f 
interest with the great men ; and shall be glad you, our present - 
President and Council, will follow in the same steps, which is now so 
much the easier because the path is ready trodden.” • 

The administration of Mr. Gulstone Addison, who was brother to 
the greatest of English essayists, did not extend over a month. 
the Sunday morning that he succeeded to the Government, he waST-* ’ | 
too much indisposed to receive the balance of the cash from Mr. 

Pit; and his signature is wanting to the proceedings. On the 
Monday he made his appearance and stated that he had ^Mabourad 
under most severe pains, which almost rendered his limbs in a 
manner useless to him and the trembling signature which 
appears in the Consultation book seems to indicate that he 
was still suffering from the attack. He only attended ffve Consul- 
tations afterwards ; and at the last one to which his signature 
is appended, he signed the instructions to the Captain of the 

Heathcote” to receive Mr. Pitt on board, and to treat him with all 
the respect due to an ex-Governor during the voyage to England. 
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Mr* Addition died noon on Monday, the I7tli o! October, 1709. 
The erent is iniprest ini^* fvoni its connection with the fortunes of his 
more celebrated brorlua*. W^hilst Gnlstone bad been toiling^ away in 
the Company” V st'rviceat Fort St. George, the fame and fortune of 
Joseph had brani rapidly rising in England. Literature in those 
(lays was (ui a. diiTorent footing to what it is now. The Battle of 
Blenheim in ! 70 h had l>cen celebrated with a chorus of such wretched 
pomns, that the (hn'ormnent had actually routed out Joseph Addison 
from his little garret in the Hay market, to widfce ‘*The Oamptxign.'' 
^J^ic poem met with %’n.sn applause, and the subsequent promotion of 
its author wais rapid. In 1708 he was Chief Secretaiy to the Lord 
J/ieuietnant of Ireland on two thousand a year, and Keeper of the 
Irish Eecorda on four hundred a year. About the very time that 
Culstone died, Joseph furnished his first contribution to the Tatler. 
But shortly afterwards the Whigs went out and Joseph lost his chief 
Secretaryship. This was unfortunate as he had deemed it expedient 
to fall in love with the dowager Countess of Warwick ; a lady of 
mature charms, who considered Mr. Addison as the Chief Secretary 
and Mr, Addison as the mere literary man, to be two totally distinct 
individuals. Accordingly though she had smiled on the Secretary 
she now frowned upon the author. It was at this juncture that 
Joseph inherited his brother's fortune, and the inheritance seems to 
have won back the heart of Chloe. In due time the pair were 
married ; but poor Gul stone’s wealth had better have been left at 
Fort St. George, Henceforth, as the story goes, Mr. Joseph Addison 
was far happier over a bottle of claret at a tavern, than in the 
company of his magnideent Countess dowager at Holland House. 

But to rehirn to Madras. The succession to the Governorship 
belonged to Mr. William Fraser, the enemy of Pitt and Higgiuson ; 
but as Fraser was at that time Deputy Governor of Fort St, David, 
Mr. Edward Montague took the post of provisional Governor until 
his return. The administration of Mr. Montague only lasted a 
fortnight, and was distinguished by only one incident worthy of 
notit^e. The Government had at last resolved to send Captain Seaton 
to England on board the Heathcote.” The Captain however 
refused to leave his house, and the Governor was obliged to send 
Ensign Dixon with a file of soldiers to carry him on board. . What 
transpired is best described in Ensign Dixon’s own narrative of the 
proceedings, addressed to the Governor and Council on the 25th of 
October, 1709, which was as follows ; — 

Honouuabub Sms,” According to orders, I carried your prisoner 
Captain Seaton alongside of the Ship “ Heathcote,” and laying 
there some time I found no person appear to hand, ns a rope 
or any to assist ns. Then I went on board and delivered your 
Honor’s and Council’s order to Captain Tolson, desiring him to 
receive the prisoner. I informed him that the said prisoner was 



e to come on board, 

Tolson replied, that .all ,M,s 
would uot hoist him in, 

' wotdd he overbalo the 
uia not suhor any gentle- 
1 board 01’ ill used* „ 
if he would taune on board, 
fpineu tim prisoner demanded 
/ further commands for 
1 ^Yaited for a note, but. at 
mid give none;* Sirbsequently 
he Presidency of his own accord. 


carried from the Sea Gate, 
unless he were hoisted ^ 

passengers came on ^oard wilhngix» an i 
for suffer any body else to do it, uo 
least tackle in his ^hm ; and that he i 

man lying alongside oi bis ship e . 

Sii Tolson "asked the prisoner 

wbioh the said prisoner refused. 

of Captain Tolson, whether llr 

English gentlemen, together with p® 

S out as far as Sfc Thomas’ Little Mount to 

S day a Council was held, as will be seen by th 
« Thwaday, Zrd NmemUr, 1709.— The Conner 
moned met In Consulted, Md himng^^^^^^ 

President, rising up irom the ®h , had »iven cause and 

“““tloX’ US’twS' SSfy KpC«i 

SnS'wtKrSiJatasij.'i™"*"”" ?»»““»■ “““‘d 

to the performance of the promises. | 

The Governorship of Mr. Fraser lasted ° j f ^^ 70 * I 

months, being brought to a IS’ Th^ 

wheu Mr. Harrison came out as President of 1 ort bt. Gewge. 

records connected with the administration of both Mr. Jirah^ ana 

hrs^ceLTr are much occupied with two or three discussions which,! 
ft irZossible to treat in detail. In the first place there was an 
interminable correspondence with Zoodee Khp, concerning 
Sent intended ior the Court at Delhi, and which was detamed for 
rears on its way. It seems that Governor Pitt had ^ 

to the TTinp : whilst the latter was staying at Goleonda 
SrS tictoy overirmce Kham Buksh ; but part oMy was sent 
v>.r .on tn Mflssiilinatam and there gob no farther ; the King having 

S SutoXSSi tad, to D Jhi »d th. HorltaW... in oonno- 

quence of the rising of the Sikhs. 

Many Consultations were held, not only with.the members of 
Council, but with also the chief merchants f W 

nlaoe. as to how the present was to be conveyed. To send it overland 
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to Delhi was declared to be a Herculean labour, the imperial city 
little leas than 2000 miles off,” which would occasion “an 
immense charge to the Company.” SulDsequently it was determined 
to send the portion that was at Masulipatam to the Subah at Golconda, 
there to remain until the King’s pleasure could be known; whilst 
the remaining portion was to be sent on to Bengal, thence to be 
foi'warded to Delhi. Very many months however after this decision 
was recorded, we still find Zoodee Khan applying for the present, 
and the Governor of Fort St. George sending every kind of excuse 
aTid apology for the delay. 

Another subject of endless correspondence between the Governor 
and the Nabob of the surrounding couiitry, was the five new villages 
which had been granted to the Company by the Nabob Dawood 
Khan. Notwithstanding the present to Dawood Khan, and the 
judicious bribe administered to the keepers of the records, the Mogul 
Government determined to recall the villages, on the ground that 
they belonged to a jaghire which had been granted to Zulfikar Khan, 
now styled Kban Bahadur. There were also troubles both at 
Yizagapatam, and Fort St. David; but these subjects will be 
sufficiently explained as we proceed. We shall now produce our 
extracts in chronological order. 

The first I'efers to a severe storm which broke out about a fortnight 
after Mr, Fraser’s accession, and is thus described in the Consult- 
ation book. 

^‘Saturday, 19th Novemher, 1709. — Saturday in the evening, it 
rained very much, and about 8 at night began to thunder and lighten, 
which was very violent (for about an hour), by which the Flag Staff 
was rent and shattered from the top to the ground. Some pieces 
flew near 600 feet, and thousands of small pieces strewed the curtains 
and other places. A large iron hoop was burst from the mast, and 
flew near 200 feet, and two holes struck through the truck as though 
it had been with a shot. 

“ The Company’s house at the Garden was likewise damaged at 
the southernmost end, one leaf of a window being shattered to 
^■pieces and one side of the frame much rent; the door pierced 
through in several places, and the upper part of the frame much 
scorched, whereby it was rendered unserviceable. The wall was 
pierced through in two places; one hole just above the terrace, 
being about 6 inches diameter ; and the other, which went beneath 
the beams that bear up the terrace, was about 7 inches diameter, 
and the beam next the wall was likewise pierced through in two 
places, and all this with little or no wind.” 

We may here add that the season of 170940 proved in other 
respects a remarkable one. The monsoon rains returned in January 
. with considerable violence, a circumstance which we believe is of 
very rare occurrence bn the Coast of Coromandel. 
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jiowittLTandin'AbT complaints the' Arme- 

deut power, , , . . , > 

“ TMmday, m.h Janmry, I 710 .-Letvis 
this place, presents a petition setting torbh t ie abuses 

-■■ - - - “ !■ an Armenian, also an inhabitant iiore, who hath lot 
■s past lived at St. Thomas’ 0‘-eat Mount, whore he hath 
to himself, as xt he was ITavildai theic. , 
the said Lewis Meliqxie and 

1 'about a piece''of ground, the said 
though nSt belonging to him, that he threatmied to 

the said Xiewis 


of Cojah Saffur 
some yeai' , 

impudeiitly assumed a power 
insomuch that in a controversy between 
Antonio Soares 
himself so far, 1 .. 

beat the said Lewis Melique, and send h 
of St. Thome ; which he had certainly < 

Melique made his escape. 

“ On which the Governor sent for th ^ 

appeared before us this day, and the matter bein^ 
did stiffly deny every thing, notwithstanding the 
brought against him ; and it being well 
has been an insolent troublesome fellow to aii the i 
who have resorted to the Mount for their health ; 
been several instances, too many to be enumerated 

“ And that there is cause to believe, that the s 
with others of his nation, intend to associate anc 
into a Factory at the Mount, and make bt. Ih] 
appears bv their having in the late Governor i in- 
built several houses there, which they ought not 
out leave of the Governor and Conned; and tba 
build a Gate at the end of the lane to stop ur 
prevent all others having any entrance there b 
prevent which growing evil, it is thought expedu 
insolent weed of ill humour by the root. 

“.Agreed and ordered that the said Cojah Safflu 

Fort, until be give security of Pagodas 5 , 000 , for I . 

good behaviour for the future; for which none of his own nation 
would engage for him, and therefore was committed. 

The following entry illustrates the war between Great Britain and 
France which had extended to the Bay of Bengal, l ie false 
genceby which Governor Fraser proposed to.iieceive the French will 

be found creditable 10 that gentleman’s invention, lb be seen 

that Mr. Montague, the late provisional Govenior of Sort bt. George, 
was now Deputy Governor of Fort St. David; and that he and his 
Council were anxious to dispatch ihe ship Somers to Fiirope, u 
were afraid to do so whilst, the French ships were at Fonaicherry. 
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Accordingly tbe desi^ of for 

I’rench ships to leave Pondicherry, so as to le v 

“ Tuesday, 81 s< .January.— This ”^°^^’^^”^®yfst*^Davw!^daLd 28th 
from the Deputy Governor and f “^“J.^'J^J^lfcontahied therein to 
instant; and the President J,® °Thev at Port St. David, 

Bummoi the Council to mee that day. They 

advise the ship “Somers to have ^ y^ensions they have of 

likewise advise of their great fears ill design in 

the St^Ialo’s ships at Fondicbe^y,^^^ which reason they think it 
aguation against the • .^4 full laden, and theretore do 

■‘ not adviseable to despatch her ,. y matter. 

earnestly desire our orders aini direct ^hat they thought 

“ The President propounding ^ to prevent the 

might be the best ways Upon the whole we 

‘‘Somers” being m aauger . i^^ter s Wd he devised as 

come to this following resolution, that a there. 

from Bengal, advising the great troubles I = goods from 

by”elonof the country Governme^ stop pmg them 

cLing down the river; which occasioned^^^ English; and that the 

a grea.t many Moors were , aff*iirs in o-reat danger, and 

Council there thought the J^g a,iso to write the Deputy 

forthwith desired our utmost assistance A ^^id devised l^etter) 

Governor and Council {ai^ s endeavour to agree with him 

for to send for Captain Peacock and eme^^^ 

on further time according to 4at the same might be 

unladen and sent to Bengal ; with “b hones it might occasion 

the French ships departure the sooner ^rite otm joint 

laden for some uays. It '^b^T^'^talue Mr. Kawortb, and Captain 
letter to Deputy Governor Montagu^ ^ ^ our General 

Peacock to unravel and explain to t ^ yy^idthat it was only 

^ By snbawiTieiib entries Court ol 

sary. hut it nevertheless received the warm app 

Directors. 

The following petition will explain itself. 

“ “ r - «' - 

..nr- 

dead, and the ground where they die 
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people in some measure sacred, and not lightly applied to any 
common or profane use, yet it is our misfortune that the English 
burying place in Fort St George (where so many of our relations, 
friends and acquaintants lie buried) is not kept in that decent 
and due manner it ought to be, but every day profaned and applied 
to the most vile and undecent uses ; for since the year 1701 , when 
an old building that stood in the burying place (and in which the 
buffaloes used to be shut up) was taken down to build lodgings for 
the soldiers at the Gate adjoining, the Tombs have been made use of 
for stables for tbe buffaloes ; which is nofc only a thing very undecent, 
but also a very great damage to those buildings, by having so many 
stakes drove into the pavement and with the walls to fasten the 
buffaloes to. 

Another occasion of our complaint on this subject is the Cocoa- 
nut trees standing in the burying place; the profit arising from 
them, we know is inconsiderable, but the nuisance accruing to the 
place thereby, we are sure is very great. For the toddy men have 
people employed there all the day and almost all the^ night in 
drawing and selling of Toddy, so that we are obliged on their account 
to keep the Gates always open, both by day and by night. And 
there about eight o’clock at night after work is done, is such a resort 
of basket'Xnakers, scavengers, people that look after the buffaloes, 
and other Parriars, to drink Toddy, that all the Punch-houses in 
Madras have not half the noise in them ; and by reason of the gates 
lying open, beggars and other vagabonds (who know not where to 
go) make use of the tombs to lie in, and what unclean uses tbe 
neighbours thereabout do make of that place we forbear to tell We 
hope, what is here urged, together with the reflection it must cast on 
our Church and hTation to have so little regard to the repositories of 
our dead, when all other nations who live among us have so just a 
regard to theirs, will prevail with your Honor, &c. to take this matter ■ 
into your consideration, and to find out some method to redress 
these abuses. And your petitioners as in duty bound shall, &c. 

Fort St. Georok, ) 

February i IWi, 1710. y 

We are glad to inform our readers that the matter was taken up 
by Governor Fraser, and the profanation removed. The Eev. George 
Lewis, who has signed his name to the above petition, appears to 
have been an active Chaplain, and we shall have occasion to 
mention him in a future chapter in connection with some Missionary 
proceedings. 
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Tbe following letter from Zoodee Khan to the Governor of Fort 
Saint George, is not only interesting as illustrative of the new 
relations which at this time began to spring up between the MoguFs 
Government and the English, but it seems to indicate the commence- 
ment of a new commercial policy on the part of Shah Aulum. 

**' From Zoodee Khan, Ameny and Phoujdar of Hooghly and other 
sea ports under the Subah of Bengal, as also of Orissa, Masulipatam, 
Peddipolle, Cbinnapatam, St. Thome, Pulicat, Chicacole, &c., under 
the Subah of Golconda, received May 16th, 1710. 

I lately wrote your Honor by your peons that the King had 
granted me the abovementioned Ameny and Phoujdarship, and 
therefore I have appointed Mirza Mahomud Zaman, son-in-law of 
Aloudabeeg, and Mahomed Salaubeeg, Deputies under me for 
Masulipatam and Peddipolle and my friend Aga Mookeem, Deputy 
at Chinnapatam, St. Thome, Pulicat and Chicacole, and have sent 
them their commissions with a copy of mine attested by the Codjee 
at Court. 

“ As there is a great friendship between us, and you have often, 
informed me that it was your opinion that if all the seaports under 
tbe King’s dominions were under the Admiral (as a Company) he 
might settle the sea afeirs, destroy the pirates, enrich the sea ports 
and encourage tbe sea Merchants to come and depart, which will 
increase their profit ; and you desired me to use my utmost endeavours 
to obtain this ; which I have done ; and on account of our friendship 
have undertaken this great business myself, and if it happens 
otherwise, the discredit will be the same to us both. For I have no 
other hopes than the safety of all subject s^ the security of ships and 
merchants going or coming by sea, extirpation of pirates and the 
enrichment of the King’s seaports. So your Honor must use your 
endeavours in this matter likewise, and advise all your Gomastas 
and merchants every where to trade freely, without suspicion of any 
danger, and augment their trade. 

** I want your advice if you think it proper to send some of the 
King’s ships to bring Elephants from the other coast.” 

The King has ordered me to build a Fort at Ballasore and enrich 
your Factory.” 

After I arrive at Hooghly I will observe how affairs are managed 
and advise your Honor.” 

“ And now I must desire you to think of means, how things may 
best be carried on for the King’s advantage and your Company’s ; 
that so all persons may live happy and serve their Maker. For 1 
have neglected other business, and undertaken this on your account, 
in hopes to get a great name by it ; and within 5, 6, or 12 months’ 
time, if it is your request that I should take in the other sea ports, 
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as also Surat, I can procure it ; and we must endeavour to promote 
both our fames. For if we a,<:?ree we can conquer the whole world, 
and clear the seas of all dangers for the mei-cbants. 

As to the present, I have wrote yon lately to send it to Bengal, 
according to the king^s order, which be sure yon do. For it is very 
necessary that yon send a present, and when I come to Hooghly, I 
will advise you of all other matters; and you should send a Yakeel 
to be with me; which if you appi'ove of, you may send such a one 
as Cojah Hamud, or Surapa, or write your people at Calcutta, ro send 
one. For I shall want him on several occasions. I heartily wish 
yon all health and prosperity.” 

We are sorry to add that this arrangement proved to be only a 
temporary one, and that after a few months the sea ports oti the 
Coast of Coromandel were again placed under the ordinary jurisdic;- 
tion of the Snbah of Golconda. 

We now return to the subject of the five new villages which had 
been obtained by Governor Pitt. It must hero be remarked that the 
Purwanna for the out towns had been received from the Nabob 
Bawood Khan, and subsequently confirmed. The Nabob had also 
given to the Company a piece of ground of about forty acres at the 
Mount, in order that a bouse with a garden attached, might be built 
there as a sauatariura for the Company's servants. In April 
1710 the Nabob recalled the villages, and ordered them to be 
delivered to Zulfikar Khan's'* officervS, on the ground that they 
belonged to his J'aghire. About the same time Dawood Khan was 
himself recalled to Delhi, in consequence probably of the rise of the 
Sikhs. The Government of Fort St. George suspected that the 
Nabob bad been persuaded to this action by Yeawellappa, the 
Manager of Poonamalee, otherwise the Kenter of the country 
surrounding the English dominions ; and for a long time they 
deferred giving them up. In May the same year, a letter arrived 
from Dewan Sadatulla Shan at A root, who is described as the new 
Nabob, demanding not only the five villages recently granted, hxit 
also the three old towns of Egmore, Taiidore and Purse waukum, 
which had been granted some years previonaly by the Nabob Ziilfikar 
Khan. The following letter from President Fraser to the Dewan 
Sadatulla Khan, puts the whole matter in a clear light. 

“ To Dewan Sadatulla Khan, Health, 

Fort St George, May 25f7i, 1710. 

“ About some three days ago a servant of yours by name Mnzza- 
deen brought me a letter, said to be from you, which I gave my 

* We continue the old name to prevftut confusion*; but henceforth ZuMkar 
Khan is styled Khan Bahadur in the records. 
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Brahmin to be translated, at which I desired jour servant to go and 
rest himself after his journey, until I had given answer to said 
letter ; when he insoleiitlj and very pertly, as void of all manners 
and respect, insisted on the delivering up the villages. Else he 
would carry back your letter ; which he did. I told him my busi- 
ness was not with him but with his master yourself. 

“ But, supposing the purport of said letter was to demand back 
the new villages, because they belong to Zulfikar Khan's Jaghire, 
which may be true. But you cannot but at the same time know that 
my noble great friend, the late Dawood Khan, gave an equivalent out 
of his own Jaghire to the Great Zulfikar Khan which makes that 
matter even, and thus far I am in the right; and you likewise know 
that I gave away more than those villages brought in, so that the 
English here lived in all friendly tranquillity with the late Kabob, 
until Yeavellappa, that plague of the poor and Cockatrice of all 
venom, when at Cudapa, never let the Kabob be quiet till he had 
gained his point to revoke the several former as well as late 
Perwannas, which confirmed those villages to our Company, So 
that one Perwanna is not sufiicient to take away the force and power 
of all our former grants under the KaboVs signature and great chop ; 
by which you would make the promise, faith, and truth of a great 
man of no more value than that of an ordinary man; which is a great 
derogation to the honour of a great personage. 

“ Yeavellappa deals treacherously with Madras, a place he is so 
much beholden to, where he stores up so much paddy and grain to 
await a scarce and dear season to increase the misery of the poor; and 
borrows large sums of money at the same time to enable him to pay 
his rent at the time due, else he must Have been necessitated to sell 
at the market price which would be cheap. 

“ As for the four old villages, they were granted and confirmed to 
us about twenty years ago by the then Prince Kahn Buksh, the great 
Assad Khan, and the then Zulfikar Khan, now Khan Bahadur, 
under their several and respective larger seals. 

“ My friendly council and advice to you is that you would consider 
and value the English as being the king’s friend and in his favour, 
as may appear by his Koyal Hosbulhocum from the throne to my 
late predecessor ; and that you would keep the king's peace, by not 
committing any manner of hostility. I hope you will do nothing 
misbecoming, so wise a man as yourself, in so great a post and place 
of trust ; and then you and I may come to have a better understand- 
ing at least till I hear from the Great Zulfikar Khan to whom I am 
now going to write, and have his answer ; till when I shall be awake 
I need say no more." 

About the same time Governor Eraser wrote another letter to 
Zulfikar Khan reminding him that the old villages had been granted 
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to the English in consequence of the services rendered to the army 
of Aurungzebe by President Yale during the siege of Gingee, and 
that the grant in question had been signed by his Zulfikar Khan's 
father, namely, Assad Khan, the Grand Vizier. The remonstrance 
however was of no avail. Zulfikar Khan merely sent a short Per- 
wanna ordering that the villages granted by the Nabob Bawood Khau 
out of his jaghire should be delivered up to the Manager of the 
Poonamalee District. 


GOVERNORSHIP OP MR. WILLIAM FRASER, 


The administration of Mr, William Fraser was short and unhappy. 
It only lasted from lijovember 1709 to July 1711, and was distin- 
guished by circumstances which excited much animadversion from 
the Directors or Managers at Home. It was through Mr. Fraser’s 
intrigues and inveterate opposition, that Mr. Nathaniel Higginson 
had resigned and Mr. Thomas Pitt had been recalled ; and now that 
he had obtained what appeared to be the object of his ambition, 
disorders arose at the Presidency and out-stations ; and whilst 
quarrels broke out between the subordinate chiefs and the country 
authorities, the accounts were neglected, the Consultation books were 
badly kept, and the advantages obtained by Mr. Pitt as regai'ded the 
out- villages were wholly lost, and the latter were retained for a while 
by the renter of Poonamalee. 

In the first place we must notice the troubles at Yizagapatam, 
which had their origin in circumstances that took place twelve years 
previously, but which reached a climax during the Governorship) of 
Mr. Fraser. It seems that about the year 1698, two neighbouring 
Eajabs, Ananterauz and Pycrow, had borrowed large sums of money 
from Mr. Holcombe, the Deputy Governor of Yizagapatam. Mr, 
Holcombe had been induced to enter into these transactions by 
a Brahmin named Juggapa, who had been largely bribed by the 
Bajdhs to exert his iufiuence in this direction. Unfortunately Mr. 
H^^i'Conibe had not lent his own money, but had borrowed for the 
purpose 44,000 I^godas of Fucker la Khan, Nabob of Oalinga. Seven 
years elapsed, but Mr. Holcombe had only repaid 37,500 Pagodas, 
leaving a balance of 6,500 Pagodas of the principal ; and thus the 
debt due to the Nabob, inclusive of arrears of interest, amounted to 
some sixty or seventy thousand rupees. The following letter. 
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written to Mr. Holcombe by Fackerla Kban as far back as 1705^ 
exhibits the then state of afeirs. 

From Fuckerla Khan to Mr. Holcombe, Chief at Yizagapatam, 
dated the 10th May 1705. 

Yon wrote me that you have received Pagodas 44,000 principal 
of me. 

“ An account of what paid. 

To a merchant upon my bill and order for a J ewel I bought of him 

Bs. 16,000 is Pagodas 4,600 

Sent me to Vellore 28,000 

To a bill payable to Govindaus and Veresedaus 4,100 

To Sundry bills amounting to 800 

The total amount of what paid is 67,600 

The balance is Pagodas 6,500 

Together is 44,000 

It is true you have receipts under my seal for all the above 
mentioned accounts, excepting the balance 6,500 Pagodas out of the 
principal money lent, which amounts to Es. 23,000. 

“ Other people in the world allow 3 or 2| per cent., but you gave 
me a bond allowing me but one per cent. ( ? per mensem) ; notwith- 
standing that being pretty tolerable interest, I agreed to it, and now 
it is above six or seven years past ; for which time there is due to 
me 60 or 70 thousand rupees with principal and interest. Likewise 
10 or 15 thousand rupees more or less, which together amounts to a 
hundred thousand rupees. 

‘‘ I have showed a great esteem for you, and had that confidence in 
you as to intrust my estate into your hands. Therefore I am satis-^ 
fied that no person of any other religion would have dealt so 
uncivilly and unrespectfuliy by me as you have acted. Likewise 
now you unreasonably defer the payment in telling me you will 
discharge the debt as soon as you receive money, and at my 
arrival in your place ; but in the meantime you have traded with 
the money, and make at least 25 or 50 per cent, profit. Besides 
is it proper or handsome you should occasion me so much trouble 
in perpetually writing to you, and sending my people up and 
down, who always return without satisfactory answer P My money 
is like bread as hard as ir^on, so not easily digested. Perhaps 
you may imagine I cannot come to your place, so intend to wrong 
me of my money. But if I live I will certainly come into that part 
within the space of 4, 6, or 12 months, if I meet with any convenient 
opportunity ; and then how can you hope or expect to have my 
favour, having rendered yourself so unjust and uncivil. Perhaps you 
may intend’ to give me the slip, and go for Madras or some other sea 
port town ; but go where you will, you are still in king Aurungzehe*s 
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country. So I can procure order sent by the Gusbadars to the Subali 
o£ that country, and seize upon your house and goods, and therewith 
clear my money or debt, ifaen afterwards take no further notice of 
you, which yon will not digest, or well approve of.. For according 
to any law I can demand my money, and will ha¥6 it by fair means 
or foul. Therefore fear God and consider I must have my money. 
Bo draw bills upon Masulipatam, or else you shall repent it as long 
as you live. I write you this, as likewise I wrote you before by 
Phauntee Mahomed, which pray peruse and consider uvell of it. 
You must not think I only threaten you. For God knows, I am 
very impatient so expect a full and satisfactory answer^ or else you 
shall find I will send orders with Gusbadars to Meida Khan and will 
wait no longer.” 

Shortly after this Mr, Holcombe died without paying the remain- 
der of the debt ; and Fuckerla Khan claimed the amount from the 
Company, as Mr. Holcombe had actually affixed the Company’s seal 
to the obligation. The question was stiil unsettled when Mr. Fraser 
succeeded to the Governorship of Fort St. George. Meantime there 
had been a competition between Fuckerla Khan and another chief 
named Habib Khan for the Kabobsbip ; and the successor to Mr. 
Holcombe had been imprudent enough to acknowledge the latter, 
and thus to increase the exasperation of Fuckerla Khan. The 
following extracts from the Consnltation books shortly after Mr. 
Fraser’s accession wiH exhibit the progress of affairs. 

Monday, '^7tlh Marclit 1710. — From the Chief and Council at 
'Vizagapatam, dated the 2nd and 7r,h instant, advising the great 
troubles they have had with Fuckerla Khan, by their having been 
so closely besieged by bis people stoppiiig up all avenues of their 
bounds. For remedy of which they advise'us that they resolved to 
make proposals to accommodate matters in a friendly way with him, 
intending him a present of 5,000 Knpees in Europe goods ; in oi^der 
to which they sent a Portuguese Padre and a Dubasb, in hopes 
thereby to appease him, or obtain his patience for some days. Bvit 
he refused their o:fier, and sent back the messengers in a very angry 
manner, and wrote the Chief that he must immediately pay the 
money (due from Mr. Holcombe), or leave the place or preoare to 
fight.” 

Tuesday, l^th August . — General Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Tizagapatam read : wherein we observe that their troubles 
are rather suspended than any way accommodated, by Fuckerla 
Khan’s being gone up to the Dasheroon’s country to adjust accounts, 
and agree with Habib Kban for the Government of those countries ; 
and they still continue to urge their arguments for the Company’s 
paying that debt of Mr. Holcombe’s. They advised that they have 
supplied Habib Khan with ten candy of country gunpowder and five 
candy of lead, and that the said Habob desires a further supply of 
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thirty candy of powder and twenty of lead, which they desire may 
be sent them down.’’ 

Monday, \lfJi Decemler, — Beoeived General Letter from the 
Deputy Governor and Coancil at Yiza^apatam assuring ns that they 
bad sent the Moollah and a Brahmin to Fuckerla Khan’s camp, to have 
a sight of the seal affixed to Mr. Holcombe’s obligation. But after 
waiting for some days they returned with answer that Fuckerla 
Khan was enraged to the last degree, and would not hear any more 
proposals about his money without prompt pa 5 i'menfe, but was coming 
himself within a day or two with guns, ammunition, &c. to besiege 
their town ; and had placed gizards on the roads to prevent their 
sending or receiving any letters and provisions coming to them; and 
that Fuckerla Khan refusing to show the obligation, they are of 
opinion and believe that Mr. Holcombe’s seal is affixed thereto and 
not the Honorable Company’s. 

That on the 8th pUvSt the said Mabob with his army, consisting of 
about 7000 foot and 800 horse, encamped behind a great sand hill 
near the Town, and the 9th at night fired on their out guards ; which 
being returned again by the English, made the enemy retire further 
and turn their siege into a blockade by stopping all provisions of 
which they were in great want; that they have made a Brigantine 
of the “ Eising Sun” smack, and fitted her up iu order to secure 
what may be pub aboard in time of extremity.” 

‘‘ The foregoing being a recital of their said General Letter almost 
verbatim. 

First . — ^We observe that the Chief has strangely erred in his 
politics (not to say worse) ; that he having by his former frequent 
letters advised us, what he had then foreseen, as what might be the 
result and issue of not paying Mr. Holcombe’s old debt to Fuckerla 
Khan, as the event now proves, — that the Chief in that case should 
not sooner and earlier get sufficiency of provisions for the use of their 
Gari'ison, at least until the monsoon should serve for our sending 
them supplies hence. 

“ Secondly . — That the Chief should supply Nabob Habib Khan and 
Fuckerla Khan with so large a quantity of gunpowder and lead, when 
the said Nabobs and the Chief were on so precarious terms ; and not 
only so but by their General Letter of the 27bh July last write us to 
send them 30" candy of powder and 20 candy of lead for a further 
supply to the said Nabob ; notwithstanding the frequent cautions 
we gave them, or without ever considering they were strengthening 
the hands of said Nabob, who were then contriving of the means 
and ways of laying that siege, they have since formed against that 
Factory, 
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“ Thirdly,— It being now the northerly monsoon, it is strange that 
the Chief should not have wrote to Bengal to the President and 
Council there to be supplied thence with whatever they wanted. 

Fourthly,— ThQ,t Juggapa the Brahmin, that arch knave and 
villain, who was the chief cause and instrument by the powerful 
bribes he received from time to time from the Eajahs Ananteraujs 
and Pyorow, by whose means and persuasions he prevailed so far 
with Mr. Holcombe, as to induce him to lend those large sums of 
money at high interest to those said Eajahs ; which is still a debt, 
which we may reasonably suppose to have been most or all Fuckerla 
Khanka money, and has been the original cause and first spring, 
whence all these troubles are derived and devolved upon ns ; and 
- notwitbstanding our having so often or frequently wrote to Mr, 
Hastings, the Chief there, to send ns up the said Juggapa either by 
sea or by land, which has never been complied with ; and being 
credibly informed Puckerla Khan does demand of the Chief the said 
Brahmin, and that on the delivery up of him all the causes of their 
troubles shall cease. 

And now upon the whole, it is unanimously agreed that we write 
the Chief and Council, that upon the reading the said intended letter 
to them, that they bad that instant seized the said Juggapa, and put 
him in irons, and secure all his books, papers and accounts ; which 
if the Chief should oppose or hinder the same, it is our positive and 
peremptory order that the Council, or any one of them, do execute 
this our order, and that the military and peons be assisting to him 
or them in this matter. 

^‘It is likewise agreed that the President write his letter to 
Puckerla Khan relating to the premises, and desire him to send us 
up a person fitly qualified to accommodate all matters and that in 
the meantime to withdraw his forces from the Factory/’ 

Next year this troublesome business was brought to a close through 
the mediation of Habib Khan ; the money demanded being paid to 
Puckerla Khan, and the obligation which was found to have the 
Company’s seal affixed, being forwarded to Port St. George. The 
record is chiefly remarkable as exposing the evils which arose at this 
early period from pecuniary dealings between the Company’s 
servants and Native authorities ; and it is worthy of note as being 
the origin of a standing order which strictly prohibited all such 
dealings for the future. 

We now turn to a curious entry which is very suggestive. 

Monday^ dth December.— They having wrote us from Port St. 
David that it has been usual for us at the festival times of the year 
to send them one of the ministers of this place, and Christmas being 
now approaching they request that one may be sent. It is, there^ 
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fore, agreed and ordered that Mr. Jones do proceed thither, as soon 
as conveniently he can ; and that the paymaster do take care to fit 
him out for his journey accordingly.” 

Cases of breach of promise of marriage are always interesting, but 
we are rather inclined to regard the one we are now about to place 
before our readers as somewhat unique in its character. The 
matchmaking tendencies of the mamma and daughter, and the 
“ interested” nature of the gentleman’s affection, are plainly evident 
throughout the papers. Moreover the record is valuable as illustrat- 
ing social life as it actually was at the commencement of the last 
century. The extracts will explain themselves. 

To THE Honorable William Fbasee, Esq., Governor oe Fort 

St. Gboroe and to the Gentlemen of the Council. 

The petition of Anne Foquet and Elizabeth Brown doth humbly 
set forth the unworthy treatment your Petitioners have met with 
from Captain Henry Cornwall, Commander of the “ Sherborne.” 
Your Honor is no stranger to this story, nor the rest of the Gentle- 
men at this Honorable Board ; therefore shall be as brief in relating 
it as we can. In the year 1707 and before he went last for England, 
Henry Cornwall aforesaid, and your Petitioner Elizabeth Brown, did 
enter into a contract of marriage, and that in as solemn a manner as 
, such contracts usually are, or can be done ; for we plighted our 

f faith either to other in the most binding terms, and changed rings 
in the presence of competent witnesses ; Anne Foquet your Peti- 
tioner, Mr. James Wendey, then one of the Ministers of this place, 
and Mr. Bernard Benyon, merchant, being present. And for the due 
performing of the aforesaid contract, the said Henry Cornwall and 
' Elizabeth Brown did enter into articles in writing, and did both of 

them sign and seal the same in the presence of the Rev. Mr. James 
Wendey and Mr. Bernard Benyon aforesaid, who hath been sworn 
in Court. And moreover, the said Captain Henry Cornwall did bind 
himself in a bond of one thousand pounds sterling for the due 
performance of those articles; and further to confirm us in the 
reality of his intentions, he made a gift to your Peticioner Elizabeth 
Brown of what estate he had in India and left a will in her hands ; 
wherein he bequeaths her his whole estate and makes her sole 
executrix. But notwithstanding all the vows, ties, and obligations 
he had brought himself under, Captain Henry Cornwall in a short 
time after his arrival in England marries himself to another woman ; 
and after all this injurious and unfair dealing towards your 
petitioner, the said Henry Cornwall, to prove himself the same mah 
throughout, would have his bonds and obligations under his hand 
and seal to go for nothing, and to be of as little force and validity as 
his words and vows. We, therefore, your Petitioners humbly apply 
ourselves to your Honors for redress, hoping you will oblige him to 
satisfy his bond for one thousand pounds, which he hath forfeited ; 
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a DOor reparation for all tlie injustice he hauh clone ns. There hath 
been a suit commenced upon this Bond, for some Dime dependinj^ in 
the Mayor’s Court, bur. deferred to be brought to a judgment upon 
advice "that Capr.aiii Henry Ooruwall was designed for this place ; 
presuming, as may be supposed, he would either comply with his 
bond, or "offer such terras as would be accepted of ; and the Eevd. 
Padre Lewis did before and since the arrival of the ** Sherborne,” 
speak to your Petitioners to accommodate matters amicably with 
Captain Ooruwall (if it might be done) and not drive things to 
extremity. To which your Petitioners did not seem averse. But 
instead of offering to come to an accommodation, Captain Henry 
Cornwall, the second day after his arrival, sent a lettei' to your 
Petitioner Elizabeth Brown, of which she cannot better, nor more 
modestly give you the contents, than by saying, it was made up of 
all the ill nature and ill language he is master of ; and after so mnch 
unworthy and base treatment as we have met "with from this man, 
for him to think at last to run us down, and to carry his point by 
calumny and slander is so vile a thing, that no man who hath the least 
sense of honor or the least grain of honesty would be guilty of. We 
shall not be further troublesome to your Honors, but only beg leave 
to observe, that if such principles and such practices be connived at, 
no man’s honour, person, or estate can be any longer safe. We hope 
your Honors will take things into your serious consideration, and do 
US that justice which to your wisdom shall appear our due. The 
reason of our addressing your Honors at this time is, that Mr. Mayor 
hath refused his warrant to arrest Captain Cornwall in an action of 
one thousand pounds, at the suit of your Petitioner Elizabeth Brown, 
and we as in duty bound shall ever pray* Port St. G-eorge, February 
12th, 1711.” 

Captain Cornwairs answer to these charges is still more interesting. 

“ Monday^ Idth February , — To the Honorable William Fraser, Esq., 
Governor of Fort St. George and Council. 

** Gentlbmek, — “You were pleased on Thursday last to summon 
me to answer to a petition, preferred by Mrs. Elizabeth Brown and 
Anne Poquet of this place, touching a designed marriage between 
the said Elizabeth Brown and self, a perfect acconnt of which I gave- 
at that time, and comes inserted in this narrative. 

“ The motive that induced me to enter into an obligation of that 
nature was the assurances Mi's. Anne Foquet gave me of preferment 
from England by her and her friends’ recommendations home ; which 
proved noways serviceable, but rather the contrary. I often reoeat- 
. ed to her and daughters, if I could not better myself by post or 
fortune, I would by no means think of complying with that obliga- 
tion. When Mrs. Foquet’s friends proved of no use, I solicited my 
own relations, that entirely refused all merohaudize, being strangers 
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to trade. Then the time drawing near for the India Shipping to 
depart that year. I petitioned the Honorable United Company to 
come abroad a passenger on Captain Phrip, which they granted and 
he' refused, being full and my circumsta.iices not able to permit me 
to pay for my passage. I then solicited both the Captain Hudsons 
who refnsed the same. I then advised with my friends what method 
to take that might be of service to Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, and a 
sufficient acquittance to me. First, I declared rny cireiini stances, so 
miserable when in England, I was forced to run in debt and that 
considerably. Secondly, I had no interest in the Company then 
governing to serve me recommendation abroad. Thirdly, I 
presume the most of this place knows Mrs. Poqiiet not able to better 
any one’s circumstances by interest or fortune. Notwithstanding 
her present encouragement in this affair, these circumstances consi- 
dered on both sides, if any one gentleman can see the least appear- 
ance of anything but complete misery, in case of that marriage, I 
should willingly submit to the several sentiments. I cannot perceive 
that Mrs. Anne Foquet ever designed a marriage, because she 
declared to Pv^obert Kaworth, Esq., Mayor of this place, that she 
refused me marriage before 1 went home, bec.ause she was 
assured I would marry in England, when she would have the 
opportunity of prosecuting this obligation. Further, why did Mrs. 
Anne Foquet and Brown give mean obligation of Captain Lee’s, now 
Commander of the •* Litchfield,” to prosecute him for nob complying 
with the marriage according to his obligation, not out of date at the 
commencing of mine, if she designed her daughter my wife* I can 
give several instances wherein Mrs. Foquet has showed herself a 
designing woman of no sincerity. She and her daughter are pleased 
to term the penalty of tlie obligation, a poor reparation for injuries 
I have done them. If they were as just in their aspersions as I have 
been in this proceeding, they would not have troubled your Honor 
and Council with their petition on this occasion. 

** I think, since I could nob procure a passage out occasioned by 
my miserable circumstances, Mrs. Foquet and daughter are under 
obligations to me, that I advised them of it in order to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Brown’s not refusing any o:ffier to her advantage. T did at 
my first arrival at the West Coast, order ray attorney here to make 
Mrs. Elizabeth Bi'own a considerable present for the favours received 
when last here. But since my arrival at this Port, I found so many 
malicious reports from her, that it has entirely removed the thoughts 
of any such thing. My circumstances are miserable enough, having 
lost all I was worth, by my misfortune in Ceylon ; and the balance 
of my accounts for four years’ service in this place amounts to so 
small a sum that I fear I shall go off a debtor from this place. I am 
ready to make oath in every particular here inserted ; hoping your 
Honor and the Council will take it into your serious consideration ; 
then doubt not but you will perceive my actions on my side justi- 
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Eable ; otherwise I must refer mjself to the Courts at home, by 
whose verdict 1 must rest satisfied. I am, with due respect. 

Your Honor’s and Councirs 

most bumble Servant, 
Heney Goknwalu*’ 

The Judgment of the Governor and Council upon this c ise is 
worthy* of record. 

Monday i\9th February, l71L-~Piirsuant to the order of last 
Consultation, Mrs. Foquen, and her daughter Elizabeth Brown, as 
likewise Captain Cornwall appear now before us ; where after all 
parties were fully heard, more especially Captain Cornwall, all 
persons being desired to withdraw it is the unanimous opinion of 
the Board (Mr. Eaworth excepted), than Captain Henry Cornwall, 
having married a wife in England notwithstanding his pre-engage- 
ment with Mrs. Brown, he has forfeited his obligation and thei^eby 
become liable to the penalty therein expressed ; bub in regard we 
ought to weigh matters in the scales of Equity and right reason, and 
considering the present circumstances of Captain Cornwall which 
are hut moderate, having met with great losses, and he generously 
o^ering a moiety of what he has in the world, and he having cleared 
the reputation of said Mrs. Brown ; both parties being called in, 
were reconciled and made friends, and the said Captain Corn wall’s 
proposal accepted 

About this time the King of Pegu appears to have been very- 
anxious to obtain some articles of European workmanship, parti- 
cularly clocks, as appears from the following letter to the Governor 
of Fort St. George, dated 24th February, 1711. 

In the jurisdiction of Sunapranda and Thamadiha, the precious 
kingdom of Ava and Golden Court, Eajah of Ni and king of twenty 
and three kingdoms and Monarchies, liord of Silver, Gold, Amber, 
Euby mines, and red and gold Palaces 12 in number made of Gold, 
Lord of the Elephant of great value. Lord of many horses of great 
price, Lord of all nations, Lord of all manner of arms, Lord of many 
armies, Lord of this world, the excellent High and Mighty Lord. 

His order to the Governor of Madras, being informed, that 
amongst the English nation, there are many able men, and that 
without much trouble a clock may be had. I desire that it may be 
thus, viz., that it strikes the hours distinctly, beginning in the 
morning by one and so on till twelve ; having two images to strike 
the ihours qd tho^ bell or clock. This and another clock of Malta, 
with a woman’s image pouring oil in a vessel which runs all the 
hour ; and when ,it is out, .the said image fills it again and so every 
hour. The king having heard of these things will have much to be 
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done to get them ; and if not to be got, to send a man here to make 
them and shall then return to his country. I have sent by the 
Captain of my ship, Oojah Simon, to the Governor of Madras two 
Ruby rings ; if amongst the English or Portuguese there is any 
curiosity to be got, let it he sent. If my desire is accomplished there 
shall be great rewards according to my piety, 

The Governorship of Mr. Eraser was, as already indicated, brought 
to a sudden close by the arrival of a successor, as appears from the 
following entry. 

Wednesday, I Ith July , — This morning about 8 o’clock, came ashore 
the Honorable Edward Harrison, Esq., who produced his Commission, 
dated the 22nd December 1710, appointing him President for the 
"Eight Honorable United East India Company’s afeirs on the coast 
of Coromandel and Orissa, and of the Ginjee and Mahratta country, 
and Governor of Fort St. George, Fort St. David, and the Island of 
Sumatra. Which being read, the late President William Fraser, 
Esq., did resign the chair, and deliver the keys of the Fort to the said 
Edward Harrison, Esq.” 

4 

GOVERNORSHIP OP MB. EDWARD HARRISON. 

1711—12. 

The commencement of the Governorship of Mr. Harrison is a 
fitting moment for reviewing the contemporary state of Southern 
India and the Dekkan, The declining condition of the Mogul 
power had led to the establishment of new relations between the 
English and the Native authorities ; and at the same time we are 
approaching the period when our historians generally have 
commenced what they have been pleased to term the history of the 
British empire in India. Henceforth therefore the new facts we 
shall bring forward from the official records will rapidly increase in 
value. They will serve to throw a clearer light upon one of the most 
obscure portions of the history of the Mogul rule ; and thus they 
will form a connecting link between the dry Native annals of 
Southern India, and the delightful and picturesque history of 
Robert Orme. 

The death of the great Aurungzebe in 1707, and the subsequent 
struggle between his three sons which led to the establishment of 
Shah Aulum on the throne of Delhi, have already been noticed ; and 
it will be remembered that a large portion of the Mabomedan 
conquests in the Carnatic, including the country round Madras, had 
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b66n sratitsd as a jagbir© fco th© celebrated General Zuliikar Khan, 
The rising of the Sikhs to the west of Delhi had called away Ziilfikar 
Khan to the assistance of his royal master Shah Aulura. For a brief 
period Dawood Khan had acted as Soubah of Golconda, in behalf of 
Znlfikar Khan ; but in his turn was called away by the troubles in 
the Horth West.^ 

In 1710 the Dewan Sadatulla Khan was appointed Nabob of the 
Carnatic, and appears to have retained the Government until his 
death in 1732. He is briefly mentioned by Orme as having been 
a regular and acknowledged Nabob of the Carnatic ; and appears to 
have been noticed by that historian in consequence of his being the 
first Nabob who attempted to render the office hereditary. Orme 
says that Sadatulla Khan, having no issue, adopted the two sons of 
his brother; appointing the elder, Dost Ali, to succeed in the 
Nabobship ; and conferring on the younger, Boker Ali, the Govern- 
ment of Yellore.” This Sadatulla Khan has already been mentioned 
as having required Governor Fraser to deliver up the five out- villages 
to the Eenter of Poonamalee ; and his further intercourse with the 
English will be fully illustrated in future chapters. 

As regards the general state of the Mogul empire during the reign 
of King Shah Aulum, hut little need be said, Shah Aulum 
sacrificed the prestige of his sovereignty for the sake of a hollow 
peace. He ejected a compromise with the Bajpoots and Mahrafctas, 
but though he thus appeared to secure his throne from their attacks, 
he was wholly unable to repress the growing disorders, which in the 
end produced the downfal of the Mogul dynasty. He died in 1712, 
after a short reign of five years. 

The great event in the Governorship of Mr. Harrison, namely the 
rupture between the English at Fort St. David and the Mussulman 
Governor of Ginjee, is strikingly illustrative of the contemporary 
state of Southern India. Sixteen miles south of Pondicherry and a 
hundred miles south of Madras, was the English settlement of Fort 
St. David, to which we have already had frequent occasion to allude. 
In 1691 the English had bought the settlement, previously named 
Teguapatam, of Bam Baja, the Mahratta sovereign who was at that 
time in possession of Ginjee. The plot of Dr. Blackwell to deliver 
up Fort St. David to Zulfikar Khan in 1693 has been mentioned in 
its proper place. The celebrated fortress of Ginjee is worthy of a 
passing notice. It is seated on the declivities of three detached 
rocky mountains, of very difficult ascent and from 4 to 600 feen 

* From entries in the Consultation Books, respectively dated 2nd of October 
and 24tk of November, 1710, we learn that Isuph Khan held the post of Subah 
of Golconda at this time, but that in consequence of some troubles caused by 
the Mahrattas in the neighbourhood of Golconda, Dawood Khan was again 
appointed Subah in his room. 
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in height, which were connected by lines of works enclosing an 
extensive triangle in the plains between them ; and for centuries this 
place had been regarded by the natives of Southern India as the 
strongest Fort in the Carnatic. Its origin dates far back in imme- 
morial antiquity. Somewhere about the time of the wars of the 
white and red Eoses, it appears to have been the great stronghold 
of the kings of Chola (Tanjore) against the famous old Hindoo 
sovereigns of Bijanugur. At length about D. 1500, — about the time 
of the battle of Bosworth Field and the accession of the house of 
Tudor, — the kingdom of Chola, and with it the fortress of Grinjee, 
was transferred to the possession of the Eajahs of Bijanugur ; and 
long after the kingdom of Bijanugur had been overthrown by the 
Mussulman sovereigns of the Dekkan, the Hindoos still retained 
possession of Ginjee. About 1669 the Fort was captured by the 
Mussulman king of Bijaporej but in 1677 it was taken by Sevajee 
the great Mahratta. For four or five years it held out under Bam 
Baja against the whole force of the army of Aurungzebe; but was 
finally captured by Zulfikar Khan in 1698. A series of Bajpoot 
Governors were then appointed by the Mogul, and ruled the sur- 
rounding country in hi's name ; but during^ the anarchy which 
followed the death of Aurungzebe, these Rajpoots affected inde- 
pendence and assumed the rank of Bajahs. 

At the time of Mr. Harrison’s accession to the Government of 
Fort St. George, Serope Singh was Governor or Rajah of Ginjee. 
It is difficult to assign the exact limits of the country under the 
jurisdiction of Serope Singh ; but it was probably bounded on the 
north by the territory under the Nabobs of Arcot, and on the south 
by the Hindoo principalities of Trichinopoly and Tanjore. Fort 
St, David was thus included in the country under Serope Singh, in 
the same way that Fort St. George was included in the country of 
Sadatulla Khan. It appears that a former Deputy Governor of Fort 
St. David, Mr. Roberts by name, had in some sort of way, not 
sufficiently explained in the records, become security to Serope 
Singh for the sums collected by the Renters, Subsequently the 
Renters had run away with the money, and Serope Singh held the 
English Company responsible for the amount. By way of expediting 
a settlement, Serope Singh had carried away two European Officers 
of the garrison of Fort St. David, and confined them and treated 
them with the greatest barbarity at Ginjee. In February 1711, an 
attempt was made by the Government of Fort St. David to seize 
some Chief men of the Ginjee Government, who happened to be in 
the neighbourhood of Fort St. David. No prisoners were taken, but 
three Moormen, and one of the Fort St. David Garrison were killed 
on the spot. Great troubles were therefore to be anticipated from 
this direct act of hostility on the part of the English ; and as it 
appears that the Government of Fort St. David had acted in many 
cases most injudiciously, and that the utmost disorder prevailed in 
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member of the Council of Fort St. 
e of action, accompamed by five 
as hoped would bring the enemy 
ily 1711. The following extracts 
The enemy’s force from Ginjee 
so that ammunition and provi- 
The fii’st extract is entered 

.g loth AugUvSt, 1711, and 

L action that happened between 
enemy this day, being the 11th of 


the garrison, Mr. Raworth, a 
George was dispatched to the i 
European ships whose presence 
to terras. Mr. Eaworth set ofi i 
will illustrate the state of affairs, 
had blockaded Fort St. David by land, 
sions could only be forwarded by sea. 
in the Consultation on Sunday evenini 
is entitled ‘'A true narrative of an t._' 
Captain Boaoh^s party and our < 

August, 1711.’’’ It is related in Captain 
describes a desperate encounter in \.. 

forces of Ginjee. TL 

“ I was ordered to posses^s 

the enemy were seen 1., 

I did this morning by break of day. 
belonged to the out-gi — d.- ^ 


the 11th of 
Boach’s own words, and 
which he was engaged with the 
The narrative is as follows : — 

myself of a part of tbe bounds, wfee 
to be firing very briskly from last night; which 
“ ■* r. I ordered about 200 peons that 
Guards to attend me. The coolies began to work 
abotdTthe'demo'lisbingtbe walls by six in tbe morning, and con- 
tinued till 12 at noon ; but could not bear of any of tbe ® 

be near our bounds, only a few peons about a mde off. But about 
12 o’clock, mtelligeuce was brought that Mabobat Khm, 
tbe force of Ginjee, was witbin a mile of our bounds. 

I dispatched immediately a peon to the Governor and Council, who 
was Lt arrived in two hours. 

relief from the rest of tbe bounds, they attacked me with about «0 
horses and lOOO foot. It was a great mistortnne to me their attaofc- 
ing tbe party Captain Coventry bad the command of, and linsign 
Simerviie ; the latter proved snob a coward, that be was the occa- 
sion of the ruin of the whole party, in showing them an example by 
running away first, which cost him bis life, and abimdance more oi 
tbe same party. But I must do Captain Coventry that justice, that 
be behaved himself extraordinarily well, and would, have made a very 
good ofScer, if please God he had lived. He received several wounds 
before he dropt. I had my horse shot under rae, and was charged 
several times by the whole party of horse upon both fianks and rear, 
and kept them in play till they were glad to leave 
field with less than forty men. There was not one of the 200 peons 
I carried with me, would stand, neither officers, nor peons ; 
the horse charged me, they presently ran away. If they had but 
stood by me, I would have mounted as many horses of the enemies 
as woulel have made a good troop for the Company. For there was not 
less than seventy or eighty of them running about the field, without 
riders, their masters being dismounted. W e compute that the 
could have lost not less than 140 and 150 men killed and wounded, 
besides horses. I have buried the dead all in the field of battle, 
excepting Captain Coventry and Ensign Somervile whom I Jo 
the fort. I leave any impartial person to judge what the loss ot the 
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enemy must be, when they were at the push of the pike for two hours 
together, and applied with our bullets and swan shot as fast as possibly 
we could. This is the true narrative of what happened.” 

The next extract, dated 10th September, 1711, will show the 
disorders which prevailed at this time amongst the soldiers of the 
garrison. It is entitled “An account of the murder of Thomas 
Parsons, Serjeant, by Jacob Yanbashayson, Oentinel, one of the 
Bengal men, but at present belonging to Captain Roach’s party.” 

“ Thomas Kirk, John Buck, and Abraham Clark, belonging to 
Captain Yiver^s Company at Cuddalore, by his permission came to the 
Fort to visit some of their comrades, particularly Thomas Parsons 
who had the command of the party at Tevenapatam Gate. On 
meeting him they went in company to a Punch-house near the said 
gate, where they found several more of their vocation drinking ; but 
being none of their acquaintance, they passed by them, saluting 
them with their usual ceremony, “ Good morrow to ye brothers,” 
and so went into another yard, were they stayed no longer than to 
drink a dram each man. Then they were returning, when Jacob 
Yanbashayson, a Dutchman, without any manner of provocation 
given, attacked the said Serjeant Thomas Parsons with his naked 
sword, and struck him several blows over his head. Secondly, 
without giving him time to defend himself, he gave him a thrust 
into his body, on which he immediately fell, John Kirk above- 
mentioned was the person next to the Serjeant, who the said Jacob 
Yanbashayson attacked in the same manner he did Parsons. But 
seeing the*" fate intended him, he defended himself so well with his 
sword (which was not drawn), that though he cut his scabbard in six 
places and made several thrusts at him, yet he received no harm ; but 
had certainly been murdered, had not John Buck stept into his 
assistance. John Buck immediately called Jacob Yanbashayson, 
and seized his sword, which — notwithstanding he drew through his 
hand and gave him some strokes over the head, and at last made a 
stab at him which just touching his thigh, — for safety of his life he 
was obliged to quit his hold ; when the said Jacob Yanbashayson 
still pursued him, and to save his life, having no weapon, he was 
forced to dodge him round some pillars which were in the yard, till 
he found an opportunity to go out of the door ; which he immediately 
embraced, but as he was going over the threshhold was prevented by 
Derrick Johnson, who pulled him back by the coat and likewise 
knocked down John Kirk, By this time the guard from Tevena- 
patam came, and made the two Dutchmen prisoners. Though 
they resisted some time with sword in hand, before they would 
surrender, and the murderer was so very desperate for fear of 
condign punishment, that had he not been bound he would opem 
breasted have run upon the bayonets on the muzi^le of the guard’s 
pieces. 
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« Jacob Yanbasbayson says nothing mox^e in his defence than that 
he was drunk and knew not what he did, that he had no malice at all 
against the Serjeant, and repented sincerely of the fact. Notwitb- 
sending, as he had imbrued his hands in a fellow soldier’s blood, he 
thought he deserved to die ; but begged if we could not be merciful, 
as he had good relations (though he now was no more than a 
Oentinel) that he might not die the death of a rogue, but a soldier, 
and be shot to death by a file or two of men of the party he 
belonged to. 

Derrick Johnson who was with him, is a fellow that has been 
publicly scourged at Batavia, and wears the cross on bis back. He 
denies he was accessory to the murder, and that he only interfered 
when he knocked Kirk down, to part ihe persons engaged. But all 
circumstances make the contrary appear, and shows his inclinations 
as good. But it was not in his power to commit as heinous a crime 
as his companion. 

Thomas Parsons was brought speechless into the Fort ; but at 
that juncture more occasioned by liquor than his wound. The 
Doctor had some hopes at first ; but in six hours they ended with the 
fellow’s life. Upon opening his body we found the wound, very near 
direct down, and that the sword had penetrated his midriff and 
wounded several of his intestines. 

** This is what the three persons first named have declared upon 
oath before the Deputy Governor and Council* 

Tho. Gua.t, 

Secreiary.^^ 

“ Fort St David, Seftemher iWh, 1711. 

About this time a Lieutenant and Ensign were found drunk and 
incapable whilst on guard at Ouddalore, at a time of imminent 
danger. Accordingly they were sent to Madras, and the following 
remarks upon their case, as well as upon the murder of Parsons, are 
entered in the Consultation book as follows 

Thursday t Wth Se<piember, 1711. — Lieutenant Viver and Ensign 
Williams being sent for up, and the charge against them being read 
by the Secretary, they were asked by the President, what they had 
to say in their vindication j who making many frivolous excuses, 
but at last confessing their crime and begging pardon, were ordered 
to withdraw, and the President o€ered to the Board as follows. 
That the Military in general under this Presidency are, by slack 
discipline for the past two years, become so intolerably sottish and 
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disorderly that ifc is bigh time a reformation should be made for the 
security of our settlements, and the Honorable Company’s estate 
committed to our charge, 

‘'The barbarous murder lately committed on Serjeant Parsons by 
a drunken Dutchman at Port St. David, is testimony sufficient to 
what a height of insolence matters are grown ; and it is well known 
that Mr. Parmer when Deputy Governor of Port St. David durst 
not go out of the Port for fear the guard should shoot him as ha 
passed the gate. 

Add to these instances the dally disorders of drunkenness in 
this garrison, which though severely punished, yet the seeds still 
remain, and the cnre is not thoroughly perfected. 

“ If the officers themselves, whose business it is by strictness of 
discipline and good examples to preserve their command and keep 
their people within the bounds of their duty ; if they shall be found 
dead drunk upen their posts in a time of service when surrounded 
by the enemy, what can be expected but ruin and destruction to the 
affairs of those that employ them. 

“Offered further that the crime in our European Armies is 
punished in a capital manner ; and then the question was put and 
unanimously agreed that Lieutenant Yiver and Ensign Williams be 
cashiered, and that Lieutenant Viver do prepare to go for England 
by the ‘ Halifax.’ ” 

Whilst Port St. David was thus in danger of falling into the hands 
of Serope Singb, Mr. Harrison thought it advisable to lay the whole 
matter before Zalfikar Khan, in the hope that the interference of 
so great a man might have its effect upon the Bajah of Ginjee. The 
letter to Zulfikar Khan is dated 11th October, 1711 and is as 
follows: — 

*‘To His Excellency ZuLEiK.iE Kh^in Bahadur, Nurzeeat Sing-, 

Backshee or the whole Empire, &c. 

“ Sir, — Understanding how great a share your Excellency bears 
in the Government of this mighty Empire, I thought it my duty to 
acquaint you of my arrival here to preside over the English affairs 
in these parts ; and I think myself obliged more especially so to do, 
in regard that my predecessor in this Government (Mr. Pitt) have 
informed me, before I left England ; that as your Excellency was 
one of the Chief pillars of the Empire, so you had upon sundry 
occasions manifested your good inclinations to the English in these 
parts; and that it was under your shadow and by your good counte- 
nance that they enjoy those privileges and security in their trade, 
which now they do. While your Excellency lay with your army at 
Ginjee, I understand you were pleased to issxie out your Purwanna 
for securing to us our privileges at Tevenapatam (Port St/ David). 
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Upon my arriral here I found that place in trouble; Serope Singh 
having seized some of the English there and carried them prisoners 
to Ginjee, on occasion of some disgust given him by a fopuer 
Governor. We are but a small handful of people, and our business 
is trade; and, therefore, all quarrels with the Government is 
extremely prejudicial to us, and destroys the end for which we 
settle in these parts. Since my coming I have laboured all I could 
to compose this difference, but to my great trouble, it hath hitherto 
proved ineffectual. If this affair comes to be represented at Court, 
no doubt but Serope Singh^s agents will do it as much to our disad- 
vantage as they can. I, therefore, humbly beg of yoiir^ Excellency, 
that if any complaint be made against us on this subject that you 
will be pleased to excuse the matter, and that we desire nothing 
more than to live in tranquillity and peace in our small Factories. 
And if your Excellency would be please 1 to procure us His Majesty^s 
Hosbulhooum to Serope Singb, to let us live in quiet and mend 
on trade, it will be a singular service to your petitioner, and which 
he shall always retain a grateful sense of.’* 

To this letter no reply appears to have been received. Eulfikar 
Khan, now the great Bahadur Khan, was far too much engaged to 
trouble himself about the affairs of a small Factory of foreign 
merchants, like those at Fort St. David and Fort St, George. 

Our next extract is a still more curious one. Mr. Eaworth ou 
arriving at Fort St. David to take up the duties of Deputy Governor, 
discovered that his immediate predecessor Mr. Farmer had ordered 
the destruction of a great quantity of grain and a large number of 
villages belonging to the Ginjee Government, simply because he had 
heard that Mohabat Khan, the Commander of the besieging force, 
had boasted that the English “ dared not make another attempt by 
marching out into the country belonging to Serope Singh.” This 
needless act of destruction and ravage naturally increased both the 
exasperation and the demands of the Rajah of Ginjee, who at that 
time had sent ambassadors to Fort St, David with the terms’ on 
which he was prepared to conclude a peace. When these terms 
were communicated to Fort St. George, together with the cause of 
their being so much in excess of the Beiiters debt, the matter was 
warmly commented on by Governor Harrison and Council as 
follows : — 

Monday Octoher . — A General Letter from Fort St. David 

was read; in which to our great surprise, we find that Mr. Farmer 
and the Council in his time have set their hands to the following 
paragraph. 

** It is most certainly true that Serope Singh could not before in ' 
justice demand more of us than the Renters debt, and not that 
neither because Mr. Roberts was their security when they run away, 
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Bot t/be Company ; ^ bnij the destruction of fifty or sixty thousand 
pagodas worth of grain, about fifty -two villages and towns, 
among which was his favorite town Yembolirim, and killing the 
Pandarrum : these are things which really make his demands carry 
too much justice with them ; and we heartily wish the differences 
may be composed, and so happily settled as before the commencement 
of this war. Without your permission though to disburse something 
considerable out of the Company's cash, we shall not ask it till we 
find an absolute necessity.” 

“ Wo (the Governor and Council of Port St. George) cannot but 
observe with a great deal of concern the unacconn table folly and ill- 
management of these gentlemen through the whole course of this 
affair; but most particularly in this article. For after they had sent 
out ail their forces, without any orders from hence, to burn and 
destroy all the country and grain round about them, empowered by a 
single order signed by Mr. Farmer only, — they now as good as tell 
us in so many words, that the unlawful depredations they have com- 
mitted really make Serope Singh’s demands carry too much justice 
with them ; and shamefully confess that they are afraid they shall be 
necessitated to ask ns to disburse something considerable out of the 
Company’s cash. Mr. Farmer and his then Council would have 
done very well to have considered this inconvenience before they 
proceeded so rashly on their own heads.” 

A few days afterwards some further progress was made in effect- 
ing a settlement with the ambassadors of Serope Singh, as will be 
seen by the following extracts, 

** Tuesday, 6ih November , — The President communicates to the 
Board a letter from the Deputy Governor of Fort St. David ; the 
substance of which is as follows : — 

** That the enemy cannot be brought to more moderate demands 
than thirty thousand Ohuckrums, which is sixteen thousand six 
hundred pagodas. In consideration of which they will give us three 
towns, Trevandrum, Padre Copang and Ooronnttnra, besides their 
half of all the towns that lay part witihin and part without our bounds. 
They likewise agree for ever to renounce all claim to our bounds, 
and all pretensions upon us whatsoever, with the usual pi’esents of 
horses and vests upon the like occasion. To all which the Deputy 
Governor desires a speedy answer ; this being their last result, and 
that he keeps the ambassadors with very much difiioulty from 
returning to Ginjee.” 

“ Then the state of the Fort St. David war was taken into con- 
sideration and fully debated. 

“ Agreed that our Honorable Mastei’s are at four thousand pagodas 
charge more or less per month for maintaining the war, besides 
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several stores and provisions sent from hence ; and no rent was 
received for the villages in oiir bounds since the beginning of the 
war, which is an intolerable charge ; and no hopes of any ease as 
long as the war continues, amounting to forty-eight thousand pagodas 
per annum. 

Agreed that if the war continues, our people will be shut up 
in their bounds, and we must supply them with grain from hence 
and ail other necessaries. Most of their inhabitants out of fear 
would desert them ; and our merchants, though they have made a 
large contract, will never be able to bring in their goods ; and 
consequently we shall have our broadcloth left upon our hands when 
the next year’s shipping arrives. 

“ Agreed likewise unanimously that let us continue the war never 
so long, we can never hope to be reimbursed one farthing of our vast 
expenses. It would indeed have been well, if all these things had 
been duly considered before our predecessors were so far engaged in 
it. But it is never too late to repent of wrong measures, and now we 
must make the best of a bad market ; wherefore we have agreed that 
a letter be wrote to the Deputy Governor and Council of Fort St. 
David as follows : — 

“ To Bobeet Bawoeth, Esq., Deputy Goveenoe of Fort St. David 
AND Council. 

“ Sirs, — ^This morning the Governor has laid before us Mr. 
Baworth’s letter of the 3rd instant, wherein he writes that the enemy 
will not come to any agreement unless we consent to pay thirty 
thousand Ohuckrums, which we take to be sixteen thousand six 
hundred and odd pagodas. In consideration of which they will give 
the villages of Trevandrum, Padre Oopang and Coronuttum, besides 
their half of all the towns which lie part within our hedge and part 
without, and that they will entirely renounce all claim to our bounds 
on any pretence whatsoever. 

‘We have very seriously considered the firvSt article and find it to 
be so unreasonable a sum of money that we can never consent to pay 
it on our Honorable Masters’ account. 

** We cannot judge if it be worth while to buy the three villages 
before mentioned, and the half of the towns that lie part within our 
bounds and part without, till you send us a computation of what 
revenue they will annually yield, and what security we can have 
we shall continue in quiet possession of them hereafter. For we must 
be of opinion we have too much ground already at your settlement to 
defend against an enemy. If Serope Singh dares dispute a grant 
confirmed to us by Zulfikar Khan Bahadur, what value ought we to 
put upon his grant, (or what else he will call it) who is no more in 
comparison with the other than his Bucksbi is to him, and may be 
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not so much. Pray let this point be urged home, and let us have a 

speedy mswev, 

** An entire renunciation of claim to all things within our bounds 
is a tender point to be handled ; for his pretending to a claim, after 
Zulfikar Khan Bahadur’s grant, is an undeniable reason why we 
should buy no grants of him ; since by the same rule the next 
Governor of Ginjee may dispute our title „to all we possess, and, by 
the same forcible means may compel us to pay what sum he pleases, 
so that our title will always be precarious. 

We should consent to paying ofiE the Eenter’s debt; and if we 
could have good security that even be himself and the rogues about 
him would not molest us in the possession of these grants he offers, we 
might though unwillingly consent to pay a sum of money for them, 
but never the sum they insist upon. Since upon the best account 
we can get of the villages here, the rent will be but inconsiderable. 

We shall wait your answer to these material points, and in the 
mean time desire that the treaty may go on in the manner we have 
mentioned ; that is to say that the Eenter’s debt be kept apart and 
made up by itself ; and if we give any thing more that it may be for 
some thing that you are satisfied will bring in an equivalent in a few 
years, or otherwise we can never consent to buy till we have orders 
from England. 

“ We leave this management as we did formerly to the Deputy 
Governor, with the same directions that he lay the treaty before the 
Board, ere the agreement is perfected.^^ 

Immediately afterwards further intelligence was received from • 
Fort St. David to the effect that the Company’s merchants and all ' 
the chief inhabitants, were determined to leave the bounds if the 
treaty should break through ; also that the towns offered by Serope 
Singh were worth six thousand chuckrums per annum ; and that if 
the ambassadors were once suffered to return to Ginjee there would 
be no hopes of getting them down a second time ; and if the English 
should be forced to send their own ambassadors to Ginjee for a peace, 
it would cost at least double the money. Accordingly another letter 
was dispatched to Mr. Baworth, from which we make the following 
extracts. 

** We are still of the same cminion for a speedy and honorable 
peace. We agree that Serope Singh ought to have satisfaction for 
the Eenter’s debt, and we should as readily agree to make Mr. 
Eoberts pay it, if it was in our power. But sincedt is not, we must 
by the necessity of affairs submit to pay it for him ; because he was 
the Company’s Governor, and it being always customary for the 
Governors to treat singly with the great men of these parts, that 
whatever is transacted between them, they look upon it as firm as 
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i£ done with the Conipa.ny themselves. We shall apply the money 
we have attached belonging to Mr. Eoberts, for the payment of this 
matter as far as it will go, and shall take care to debit him for the 
remainder. 

We think this article of our treaty ought to be first settled ; and 
as to the remaining part of the sum dema,nded, we had much rather let 
his precarious villages alone than have any thing to do with them ; 
though we must confess six thousand chuckrums per annum is a 
sufficient rent for the sum we are to pay. 

If you can make good what you write in your letter, and can 
have good security that we shall enjoy the villages peaceably, and be 
unmolested in our a:ffairs, we are content that you make a peace upon 
the terms that you mention ; though we hope you will show your 
dexterity in procuring an abatement. 

It will behove you to be very circumspect in the articles of the 
treaty, and bo part with no money till you have some security. For 
there is not a more faithless wretch upon earth than the man you 
have to deal with. We desire that there may be an article inserted 
for the ease and security of passengers at Tanapollum, which we 
think is the place where Mr, Eaworth formeidy met with so much 
trouble in going to Fort St. David. 

‘‘ You will do well to lay these matters now before your Council ; 
and before yon conclude the treaty, it will be proper that you protest 
in form jointly against Mr. Eoberts as tlie author of all these 
troubles, and the person that ought to be accountable for all the 
damages sustained thereby. 

As for your merchants offering to leave the bounds, we cannot 
but think it a great piece of insolence at such a Juncture; and since 
they would seem thereby to necessitate you to a compliance, it was 
a very proner time to ask them how much they could contribute to 
a peace. When they made their contract, they knew the war was a 
afoot ; and though you have not yet sent us a copy of your contract, 
we do not remember you ever mentioned that you had obliged 
yourselves to buy a peace. 

It is a great sum of money we now consent to, and should never 
have done it upon any terms but the equivalent to reimburse us. 
We shall impatiently expect your answers.’’ 

We gather from the following graphic account of an attack on the 
enemy’s entrenchments, that the negociations were for a while 
broken offi. 

Friday t Jianuary, 1712. — A General Letter from the Deputy 

Governor and Council of Fort St. David, dated the 20th instant,* was 
read ; acquainting us that they had made an attack upon an entrench- 
ment of the enemy’s at a place called Crimumbaukura, about half- 
way between that place and Pondicherry, in the following manner. 
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** Mr. Eawortli being advised that a party of about three hundred 
Moorish foot detached from their entrenchment at Crimnmbanknmj 
nsed in their rounds to pass between Coniquile and our hedge. 
Ordered Captain Courtney and Captain Howson, with sixty Grena- 
diers, to lay ambuscade for them on the 19th, in a place that was 
thought the moat convenient, and if possible cut them off. Accord- 
ingly at nine they went to the place appointed, where they waited 
till one o’clock, when perceiving none of the enemy appeared they 
marched directly to their entrenchment, which was immediately 
alarmed, about forty of them being without the door, who repairing 
m with a great deal of precipitation on their approach, excluded 
about twenty-two of their comrades. All which were immediately 
put to the sword, and then they (Captains Courtney and Howson) 
ordered Serjeant Aulin with two file of men, to mount the wall on 
the opposite side ; which he did with a great deal of bravery, and 
forced them to retreat where the two Captains were with the main 
body of the party ; who immediately upon it ordered forty grenadoes 
to be flung in, which did wonderful execution. And while they were 
in this consternation, the grenadoes flying in pieces amongst them, 
and the Serjeant on the other side firing upon them with swan shot, 
they forced open the door and entered sword in hand ; where they 
met with a good stout repulse. But the execution done upon them 
before had so dispirited them, that in the end every man began to 
shift for himself; some making for the door, and others flinging 
themselves over the wall into the ditch, in order to make their 
escape ; till what with those that got away, and those that fell, they 
bad in a short time free possession of the place without any moles- 
tatioii ; when they had an opportunity to view the slain which 
amounted to more than one hundred. Besides which they say the 
ground was all strewed with pieces of skulls, hands, and legs, 
which to be sure was the effect of the grenadoe shells.’’ 

The disorderly state of the garrison of Fort St. David has already 
been illustrated, but still we cannot avoid bringing forward the 
following particulars as giving us an insight not only into the affairs 
of Fort St. David, but into military life in general as it was a 
hundred and fifty years ago. 

“ Wedmsdmj, January,— The President acquaints the Board 

that the Deputy Governor and Council of Fort St. David have sent 
up Lieutenant Courtney, Ensign Brooks, and Serjeant Peterson 
prisoners in two Mussniars, for several crimes set forth as follows 
in their General Letter. 

** On Tuesday last Captain Courtney having dined with the Deputy 
Governor (Mr. Eaworth) went as be was accustomed into Mr. Weld’s 
room, where was sitting Ensign Paddle. He walked backwards and 
forwards for sometime without speaking a word. But at last attacked 
him in a very odd sort of a manner, telling him he was an impudent 
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fellow, son of a Skip Jack, and used abundance of other epithets, 
very improper for a man that carries a commission, to utter or take ; 
but Paddle it seems, regarding the place he was in, and not caring 
to make any disturbance under Mr, Eaworth’s roof, bore it very 
patiently, till Courtney at last drew and assaulted him ; and before 
the guai’d could come in to quiet the disturbance, had wounded 
Paddle about an inch and a half deep in the belly and stabbed him in 
the left temple. The Deputy Governor immediately secured them 
both under guards in di:^erent apartments, and yesterday acquainted 
us with it in Consultation ; when they were both sent for up, and 
heard what they could say for themselves, and the declarations of 
Messrs. Matthew Weld and Henry Dottrel taken. The one of which 
was present when some words past between them on Sunday last ; 
and the others not only there but likewise the greatest part of the 
time they were scuffling together. The copies of which we enclose 
for your Honor's perusal,” 

The Dedaraiion of Mr, Matthew Weld. 

“ Sunday the 20fch in the afternoon. Captain Hercules Courtney 
and Ensign Joseph Paddle being at my lodgings, where also was 
Mr. Henry Cottrel, when Captain Courtney asked Ensign Paddle to 
give one Eichard Pain, a Oentinel on the main guard and a drunken 
abusive fellow, liberty to go out of the Eort for two or three hours 
in a day about some business he had for him. To which Ensign 
Paddle replied, he could not. Thereat Captain Courtney paused a 
little, and then flew into a passion, saying, What do you mean 

Ensign Paddle, D me, 1 will have him without asking you,” 

To that Ensign Paddle said, “If he is a man belonging to your 
Company you may have him, but as he is upon tMs guard, I 
must have another in his room to do his duty.” Hereat Captain 
Courtney grew very abusive to Mr. Paddle the Ensign of the guard, 
giving him the lie, calling him an impudent saucy fellow, and 
threatened to beat him and thrust his cane down his throat, whicb 
be shook at him in a menacing manner, uttering many other abusive 
expressions- To all which said Ensign Joseph Paddle made civil 
replies and mild, and gave his reason, why he could not permit said 
Pain to go out of the Fort ; he being so frequently guilty of mis- 
demeanors when at his liberty, that he feared, be should be blamed 
if he suflered him abroad ; desiring Captain Courtney not to treat 
him so scnrvily, and that he would not strike him, for he would not 
suffer it. When their difference grew to this height I desired them 
both to forbear quarrelling in my house. Whereat, they then gave 
over, and I thought all would have been past by. 

“ But Tuesday the 22nd of January 1712, about three in the affeer- 
noon. Captain Hercules Courtney came into my lodgings, where Mr. 
Joseph Paddle was with me at a table smoking a pipe of tobacco ; 
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a,Tid after taking some few turns in my room seemingly in a passion, 
stood by me and demanded of Ensign Paddle, how be came to write 
so sanoy and impudently to him in the parole note ; telling him that 
his superiors used him with more respect than barely to conclude 
after tlie word with his name only. To this Ensign Paddle replied 
he wrote it in haste and designed no affront by it, and hoped he 
would not Tuake this omission occasion of quarrelling with him, on 
account of their late difference about said Pichard Pain; adding that 
Captain Courtney had then very grossly abused him, who answered 
he had not, but he very much deserved it; and immediately flew into 
a passion, and said he was a saucy impudent fellow and would make 
him know Ids distance, and let him see he did not make such as him 
, bis companion, with several such like scornful expressions. To which 
Mr. Paddle replied in a very calm manner, “ Sir, I bear a Commission 
so well as you and then "desired he would curb his passion, for he 
could not bear snch abuses. 

** Upon that Captain Courtney flew into a more violent passion, 
and stepping back into the middle of the room immediately drew his 
sword. Whereat Ensign Paddle (whose sword lay with the belt and 
scabbard about two steps on one side of him upon two chairs) got up 
and took hold of it. But before he had completely drawn, and put- 
ting himself into a posture of defence, whilst the point of his sword 
was scarcely out of the sheath and pointing downward, Captain 
Courtney who drew first and was in a readiness, advanced on him 
and struck a forcible blow on Ensign Paddle’s sword, which beat it 
up backward and so struck it out of his hand, pushed Ensign Paddle 
into the belly who notwithstanding readily got hold of his sword 
again. But in the very instant as he stooped to recover it, Captain 
Courtney closed in with him, and shuflied him down into the window ; 
where Captain Courtney had him under, with his left hand on Ensign 
Paddle’s sword arm, and his own sword pointed at Ensign Paddle’s 
breast, bidding him deliver his sword and beg his life. Upon 
this I left them, and made what haste I could to call a guard ; 
and on my return found Captain Courtney with both swords 
in his hands and Ensign Paddle asking for his sword, which 
Captain Courtney returned. After this a dispute arose about 
the difference, when Ensign Paddle told Captain Courtney that 
he used him very scurvily in drawing on him in the Fort and 
unawares ; but that now he was so good a man as himself. With 

that Captain Courtney said “ D me Sirrah, what after I have 

given you your life and sword, you have the impudence to prate 
and immediately run fxiriously upon him, and catching hold of 
Ensign Paddle’s sword, broke it in two pieces ; and then they fell 
to cutting, but were parted by Serjeant Wanton. Soon after came 
the Capcain of the Guard, in whose presence Captain Courtney 
continued to abuse Ensign Paddle in very scurrilous language, 
calling him skipkennel,” ** sorry fellow,” just come from waiting 
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at a table and treated him with abundance of such like insufferable 
expressions ; though at the same time Ensign Paddle desired him to 
shake hands and be friends. To which Captain Courtney replied, he 
would not concern himself with any such fellow as he is.*^ 

Matthew 

The troubles at Fort St. David were at last brought to a conclu- 
sion in April 1712, through the mediation of M. Hebert, - French 
Governor of Pondicherry ; but the peace appears to have cost the 
Company a sum of 12,000 Pagodas in direct payment to the Bajah 
Serope Singh and his officers, in addition to the other charges and 
losses attending the war. This mediation of the French was only 
accepted after some deliberation, as the war with^ France was not 
brought to a final close until the treaty of Utrecht in 1713. It may 
be mentioned here that the fortress of Ginjee was captured in 1715 
by the Dewan Sadatulla Khan. 

^ 


xx'V'i. 

aOYEraOBSHIP OP ME. EDWAED HAEEISOK. 
fConUmed), 

1712—13 

During the troubles at Fort St. David recorded in the last chapter, 
but few incidents of importance appear to have taken place at Fort 
St, George. In 1711 the celebrated Banish Protestant Missionary, 
Bartholomew Ziegenbalgh appears to have arrived from the Danish 
settlement at Tranquebar on a visit to Madras ; and in the Consulta- 
tion book of the 13th August, 1711, we find the following entry, 

** The Danes Padre, Bortholomew Ziegenbalgh, requests leave to go 
for Europe on the first ship ; and in consideration that he is the head 
of a Protestant Mission espoused by the Eight Beverend the Lord 
Arch-Bishop of Canterbury, and the rest of our Episcopal Clergy, 
and that our Masters were pleased to send out their motiey freight 
free, we have presumed to grant him his passage without paying 
permission money.*^ 

A few days afterwards a member of the Danish Council at Tran- 
quebar arrived at Madras on his way to Bengal, and requested that 
this permission might be rescinded, as a dispute between Ziegen- 

* The other deposition i$ little more than a repetition of the above, Captain 
Courtney was subsequently recalled. 
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balgb and the Banish Commandant which had been referred horn© to | 

she King of Denmark. Accordingly the passage was refused until | 

the said Missionary had obtained the consent of the GoTernor of i 

Tranquebar. 

The following extract from a General Letter, dated Behrnary 2nd, ^ i 

1712, and addressed by the Board of Directors to the Governor and ? 

Council of Fort St. George, containing some further information 5 

respecting any Missionary proceedings in Korthern India. { 

It is proper here to tell you that since the entire union of the ] 

two Companies, 'we act on the foot of the new Company’s Charter, j 

which directs, that the Company shall constantly maintain, in every I 

of their garrisons and superior factories, one Minister ; and that all 
such ministers as shall be sent to reside in India shall be obliged to 
learn, within one year after their arrival, the Portuguese language; 
and that they shall apply themselves to learn the native language 
of the country where they shall reside, the better to enable them to 
instruct the Gentoos that shall be servants or slaves of the Company 
or of their agents in the Protestant religion. That in case of the 
death of any of the said Ministers residing in the East Indies, his 
place shall be supplied by one of the Chaplains out of the next ships 
that shall arrive at or near the place where such Minister shall 
happen to die ; and that the Company shall from time to time provide 
School Masters in all their Garrisons and superior Factories, where 
they shall be found necessary, 

Wa are further to acquaint you that the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, which is composed of many of the Beverend 
Bishops and other Clergy, together with divers well disposed gentle* 
men have addressed to us in behalf of the Protestant Missionaries (at 
Tranquebar), to give them our protection and encouragement, and to 
permit them a Charity School or Schools at Madras. They find it 
difficult to get any English to undertake this service, but hope to be 
able to do it in another season. We have consented to their sending 
three persons by this shipping, viz. Mr. Berlin to be a School Master, 

Mr. Adler a printer, and bis brother* They are not certain whether 
he will x’eside at Madras, but wherever it is, he is to instruct children 
there gratis. They have printed some small Tracts in Portuguese of 
prayers, the Catechism, and other pious collections, for the use of 
the scholars. We recommend to you to give your countenance and 
protection to the said persons, and other Protestant Missionaries ; 
and to supply them with a few of the Portuguese Liturgies as you 
find it necessary, and do whatever you think proper for the strength- 
ening their hands in this difficult but honourable work of spreading 
the Gospel among the heathens. Some other requests they have 
made us, among the rest, that you should be empowered to prefer 
such as they shall instruct, preferable to other natives ; which will 
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be time enough to pronounce upon, when we hear the success of 
their endeavours, and whether you have any and what objections 
thereto,” 

About a year after receiving the above, Governor Harrison and 
Council replied as follows in a General Letter, dated 16th September, 
1713 .., ■. 

The design of erecting a Charity School or Schools at this place 
is a very noble one, and worthy that Honorable Society for Promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge. We will not only be ready to adjust 
them with the power you have given us, but also with our purses ; 
and do not doubt but many of your inhabitants will do the same, if 
the persons they send out are of tempers and qualifications fit for 
the undertaking. But we hope they will be English and not 
foreigners. The Danish Missionaries have not wanted for our 
assistance on all occasions, though we must still continue of 
opinion that they spend a great deal of the Society’s money to little 
or no purpose ; and though there may be some good men among 
them there is one very turbulent person, of whose principles you 
may please to judge, by Ms contriving the escape of Mr. Abendana’s 
widow from her creditors here, to Tranquebar, and marrying her 
though a Jew to a Christian by the way.” To this letter the Direc- 
tors replied by the next ships as follows. The Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge have presented to us, that they have 
not as yet been able to prevail with any of the British nation to 
undertake the service of the Protestant Mission to the East Indies. 
But are advised to make an experiment of two Malabar Christians, 
educated at Tranquebar under the Danish Missionaries, to be 
employed as masters of two Charity Schools, one to be kept at Fort 
St* George and the other at Port St. David, subject to the inspection 
of yourselves and direction of our Chaplain at Madras, and of the 
Deputy Goveimor and Council at Fort St. David ; and desiring we 
would approve thereof, and protect the persons that shall be 
employed therein. We have promised to recommend this, as wo 
hereby do, to your consideration ; and to give them all proper assist- 
ances for propagating the Protestant I'eligion in the way they 
propose. We have also allowed the Society to send the Missionaries 
three hundred pounds’ value in pieces 8-8, and fifty-five reams of paper, 
with a chest of Books, a chest of Beer and a cheese, Freight free.” 

We must add that the Charity School was not founded in Madras 
until the Governorship of Mr. Collett, the successor of Governor 
Harrison. 

From the two following extracts from the Consultation books, it 
would seem that at this time the morals and manners of the Com- 
pany’s servants themselves were very far from what they ought to 
have been* 


1712 - 13 .] 


HmTOBY OF MABJRAS. 


319 


Thursday, %id August, X 711.— The Eight Honorable CotQpany’'s 
Servants, Factors, and Writers being summoned, accorditig to an ‘ j 

order last Consultation do now attend, and being called in, were 
severally checked by the President, for not giving their attendance at 
Divine Service; and told that for the future, whosoever shall be 
absent ou Sundays from morning and evening Service shall not only 
be fined nine fanams to the poor but be under the displeasure of this 
Board and be treated accordingly.” ^ 

Monday, ZOiJi June, 17P2, — Several disorders having been com- ^ 

mitted at the General Table, which wo find to be partly occasioned I 

by the absence of those persons in the Service, that are of a superior 
standing and might awe the young ones into better behaviour ; — ^we s 

have thought fit to appoint Joseph Smart, Head Searcher, and five i 

others, to take their turns, either weekly, or monthly, or as they shall 
agree among themselves, to be present at the Table, and to take care 
that no indecencies or disorders are committed.” 

We must now turn to the history of the Presidency. Whilst Fort 
St. David was warring against the Mussulman chief of Ginjee, Fort 
St. George seems to have maintained tolerably peaceful relations 
with the Dewan Sadatulia Khan, now Nabob of Arcot. The Dewan | 

sent Governor Harrison the customary vest, turban, and Perwanna, 
all of which were received in public with the usual solemnities. 

It is a noticeable fact that at this time the authority of the Mogul 
was declining, whilst the distant authorities were become more ! 

independent in the exercise of their power. The following story of ; 

the arbitrary conduct of the Foujdar at St. Thome fully illustrates 
this state of things. 

** Monday, 2lsi January, 1712. — Pier Zudda, Foujdar of St. Tbom^# 
is a Mooila of the Serad Caste, which is the chief of all the Moor's 
castes in these pax'ts. He is likewise chief priest to the Bewan 
Sadatulia Khan ; and has such an infiuence over him that whatever 
he says is a law, and the Dewan does nothing without his advice. 

When Pier Zudda visits him, he rises from his seat, and meets him 
at the door ; and when the Dewan goes to him he receives him sit- 
ting, and frequently suffers him to kiss his feet. 

This priest has his Jaghire in and about St. Thomd to the yearly 
amount of nine thousand pagodas ; and has by his cruelty to the 
Portuguese inhabitants of that place forced most of them to quit it 
and retire hither, the Bishop among the rest. They found means 
by a Christian woman in Shah Aulum's Seraglio to lay their com- 
plaints before him; who ordered Zulfikar Khan to send down a 
Perwanna immediately to the Dewan, commanding him to restore the 
Portuguese to their habitations and privileges, and to see restitution 
made them. A copy of the said Perwanna was sent by the Christian 
woman to the Bishop of St. Thom6, who sent several persons^ with 
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the same to the Dewaii at Arcofe. But he received them very roughly ; 
charging them with accusing him falsely to the King, put them in 
prison, and threatened them till they paid a sum of money for their 
release; "vvithal obliging them to sign a paper in the Persian language 
without reading it, wherein it is said thej^ own all their former com- 
plaints to be false and scandalous. This is a piece of roguery that 
we cannot forbear taking notice of, to show the weakness of the 
present Government under Shah Atilum, and the great power of 
Zuldkar Khan, whose creatures the Dewan a-nd Pier Ziidda are; and 
iindoubtedly he has directed them %vhat to do in this afeir. How- 
ever the Portuguese are preparing for a second complaint by the 
same hand, by which we shall see if the King will exert his authority 
orno.’^ 

In April the news of Shah Aulnm’s death had reached the Presi- 
dency, as will be seen from the following extract. 

** Monday y7tli A^ril, 1712.’— The news of King Shah Aulum’s death 
being duly confirmed, we find the neighbouring countries round 
about ns under a great apprehension ; all the Poligars having long 
waited this opportunity to set up for themselves, and assert their 
ancient rights and privileges ; and our Dewan, who is at present 
Soobah (Kabob) of these parts, being marched away towards the 
Tanjore country to raise money, which is what he chiefly minds, and 
neglects the welfare and security of the Government committed to 
his charge. We have just reason to fear advantages will be taken 
of his absence by the petty Governors, to the prejudice of trade and 
our investment ; and several considerable persons and inhabitants of 
Arcot, and other neighbouring places inland, have within these few 
days past sent considerable sums of money to be lodged here for 
security against the expected troubles. Wherefore it behoves us to 
put ourselves into as good a posture of defence as we can, for the 
security of our Master^s Kstates, our own inhabitants, and all such as 
shall have recourse to our protection.” 

It will here be necessary to glance at the events which immediately 
followed the death of Shah Aulum ; and we cannot do so better than 
, by extracting the account sent home by the Governor and Council of 
Fort St. George, in their General Letter to the Court of Directors, 
It records some circumstances which have not yet been published in 
reference to the accession first of Jehander Shah, and secondly of 
Feroksere ; together with the first appointment of the ISTiasam of the 
Dekkan. The first extract is dated October 14th, 1712, and is as 
, follows : 

** On the 3rd of April 1712, we received advices by way of 
Golconda that king Shah Aulum died at Lahore on the l7th 
February, after very few days sickness, and most people are of 
opinion that he was poisoned. All his four sons being present when 



1712-13.] 


SI8T0EY OF MABBAS. 


321 


I he died, immediately put themselves at the head of their friends .to 
dispute the Empire. Azim-oos- Shaun, .the second of the four who 
had the Government of .Bengal many years, where he amassed vast 
treasures, was much more powerful both in men and moTiey than any 

I of the other three. Eor which reason Zulfikar Khan the Vizier, who 
was entirely in the interest of Moiz-ad-deen, the eldest brother, found 
means by fair promises to unite the elder with the two younger 
I brothers against Azim-oos-Shaun ; a verbal agreement being made 

1 between them, that Buffeh-oos- Shaun the third brother should have 

the kingdom of Cabnl, and Kojesta Acktar, the fourth, the kingdom 
of the Dekkan, Upon these terms they joined their armies and 
fought a bloody battle with their second brother ; in which after, a 
< S, stout resistance, he and his eldest son were slain. Moiz-ad-deen, 
having gained so complete a victory, and being proclaimed king, the 
two younger brothers sent to him to make good their agreement by 
I a firmaun, that they might depart to their several kingdoms. To 
which Moiz-ad-deen returned answer (as it is said by the advice of 
Zulfikar Khan) that he was ready to put them in possession of their 
several Governments ; but that he would reserve to himself the 
stamp of ail money coined in his reign, and the Dnroy, — for which 
we have no word in English, but the sense of it is that he would 
retain a supreme power and command over them. These new terms 
enraged the two younger brothers to such a degree that they immedi- 
‘ ^ ately joined their forces and invited the elder to a battle ; declaring 
that they would be either real kings or die in the dispute. In this 
second battle fell the two younger brothers and their sons after a 
very sharp engagement ; and it is said that of the youngest brother, 
who was a very valiant prince, had not been killed by a chance shot 
just as ha had surrounded the eldest, be had taken him prisoner and 
won the battle. Zulfikar Khan having been the main instrument in 
promoting the interest of Moiz-ad-deen, and behaved himself with 
wonderful courage in both battles, he was immediately confirmed 
Prime Vizier and received other unusual honors, one of which was 
permitting him to have a seat in the king’s presence. As soon as he 
i had established the Government he slew several great Omrahs, who 
had been in his brother’s interest, and imprisoned them. After this 
he marched with his camp away to Delhi, having disgusted most of 
the great Omrahs, by the honors done to Zulfikar Khan. 

* “ Azim-oos-Shaun, upon leaving Bengal to go to bis father Shah 

Aulum’s Court, left the Government of that kingdom in the hands of 
his second son Peroksere ; who no sooner heard the death of his 
father, bub he immediately set up for himself, raising forces and 
coining money in his own name, and endeavoured to seize upon the 
king’s treasure in possession, of the Dewan, but we do not hear he 
. has yet effected it. The last advices we had from Bengal were dated 
I the 26th July, and give us an account that he was then at Patna with 
a considerable army ; where he waits for Moiz-ad-deen ’s son, who is 
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marcliiiig against him; and they were in hopes the affair would he 
decided before the rains were seb in, but that wc believe is 
impossible.’’ 

The next extracts are taken from a General Letter to England 
dated 18th September, 1713. 

“We wrote your Honors by the last year’s shipping the great 
Bevolution that had happened in this Empire upon the death of 
Shah Aulutn. We added that Prince Feroksere, son to Azim-oos- 
Shaun that governed Bengal, had passed Agra with his -army and 
defeated the king his uncle Jehandar Bhah,=^ which has been since 
confirmed as follows. 

** This young prince, hearing the sad fate of his father, by advice 
of an old Seiad called Abdulla Khan, whom Anrungzebe had given 
him for a Tutor, immediately caused himself to be proclaimed king ; 
and with his father’s treasure, and what he raised in Patna among 
the merchants of all nations, he got a pretty good army altogether ; 
and hearing his nude had disobliged most of the great Omrahs, by his 
barbarous cruelties and vicious course of life, he marched directly 
for Agra, near which city the king’s army gave him battle and was 
entirely defeated, many great men going over to Eeroksere’s side. 
The king with Zulfikar Khan fled to Delhi ; but Feroksere with his 
victorious army followed them close at their heel and surrounded 
the city that immediately surrendered and took them prisoners. 
Few days after they were both murdered, and Feroksere now remains 
the peaceable possessor of the Empire. He has made Seiad Abdulla 
Khan his Prime Yizier and Gousdeen Khan, who came over to him 
in the battle, Nabob of all the Dekkan country, which includes this 
Carnata, Bijapoor, and Golconda; he has the character of a brave 
generous man, and a friend to the Europeans. f We have news of 
his (the Nizam-ul-Mulk’s) arrival at Aurungabad, and expect him to 
take his residence near Bijapoor, at a place called Burhampoor, 
where when arrived it will be absolutely necessary for us to address 
to him, because he has a very great interest with the present Icing 
and indeed throughout the Empire. Whatever we are obliged to do 
shall be managed with the greatest frugality. Your Honors will 
have heard from Bengal that our old friend Zoodee Khan came early 

* Jehandar Shah was the title assumed by Moiz-ad-deen on ascending the 
throne. 

t The father is here apparently confoiinded with the son. Gousdeen Khan 
(mom properly Ghazee-ud-din Khan) was the father of Oheen Kulich Khan 
(Ohicklia Khan in the records) ; and it was the latter who was appointed 
Yiceroy of the Dekkan under the title of “Nizam-ul*Mulk,” or ‘‘ liegnlator of 
the State,” Cheen Kulich Khan, the “ Nizam,” was the founder of the great 
independent kingdom of the Dekkan, whose sovereigns still bare the name of 
their illustrious ancestor. 
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into this new king's interest, and made a very brave defence in 
Hooglily against a much superior force on the side of the former 
king. ’He is now rewarded by being made Dewan of all the Hekkan 
country under Gousdeen Khan {L e., the Kizam) ; which is a very 
great employment. The gentlemen in Bengal, who were very assist- 
ing to him under hand at Hooghly, seem to have their chief dependance 
apon him for introducing our present to the new king. 

** Zulfikar Khan being cut off, there came immediate orders from 
Court to rc-assume all the lauds and villages that were granted him 
in these parts by Auriingzebe, in consideration of his good services 
in the conquest of the Ginjce country. Accordingly the Dewan 
Sadatulla Khan sent us a summons to deliver up Egmore, &c., 
villages granted us by Zulfikar Khan on account of the assistance 
we gave him with ammunition, and what else he wanted to carry on 
his designs. We have hitherto staved this business off with good 
words and pleading our rights ; and when the new Nabob (Nizam) 
comes nearer, we will endeavour to get our grant confirmed. In the 
mean time, if any force is used to take them from us we resolve to 
defend them as well as we can. We are in daily expectation that our 
Dewan Sadatulla Khan will be turned out, as having been a creature 
and vassal of Zulfikar Khan. For which reason, we avoid purchasing 
his friendship in this matter by presents. 

“ The new king Feroksere is a young man of about twenty-six 
years of age. He has the character of being brave, prudent and 
generous ; and is the last of the race of Aurungzebe except some 
young children imprisoned in the fortress of Gwalior, where when 
once they have entered they never came out, and have potions given 
them to destroy their senses. This seems. to be the King for whom 
Providence has designed your present, which leads us to touch upon 
that affair.” 

The following extract from a General Letter to England, dated 14th 
October 1712, is curious as showing the changes in the trade which 
attended these revolutions in the Government, as well as the nature 
of the Native demand for the more important articles of English 
manufacture. 

** In obedience to your commands we shall lay before ^ your 
Honours, the best account we can get concerning the consumption of 
broadcloth and other manufactures in the Mogul’s dominions. 
The coarse red and green broadcloth is chiefly used among the 
soldiers and ordinary Moormen for saddles, saddle cloths, sumpture 
cloth, covers, beds and cushions, for palankeens, carpets to sit upon, 
mantles to cover them from the rain and sometimes covering for 
their tents of pleasure. The fine broadcloth as scarlet, aurora, some 
blue and yellow is used for the inside of tents for vests or mantles in 
the rainy season among the great men ; covering cloths for the 
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■R’l.vnhants and tackarys cloths to hang round their drums; for 
Soulder*and waist belts, scabbards to their swords and Jimdsms or 
j <aiinriAT"^ £or covci'Sj lc}6ds Eiid. pillowSj Siiiu for 

uEeem 'ae embossed Lth is used to hang round the bottom 
on the inside of the great men’s tents three feeb high ; for spreadings 
to s*it upon, and cushions to lean against; and 
Elephants and horses. Perpetuanos 

sort of people for caps, coats, and covering cloths to sleep in clnrm„ 
the rains. 

And now we are upon this subject, we must inform your Honop 
nf IpociI- nine-tenths of the woollen manufactures vended in 

no iiae^of them. The greatest consumption is in the Mogul s camp, 
which when at Lahore or Delhi is supplied wholly from Surat and 
Persia- but when at Agra, partly from Surat and partly from 
Benaal by way of Patna, from which ports the conveyance to the 
ram^is easv and safe. But what is disposed of hereabouts is 
disposed amLg tbe Nabob’s flying armies in tbe O^rnate counteg, 
Biianore and Goloouda, seldom reaching so far as Anrunga^a, 
because the carriage is very chargeable, and the roads are difficult 
anrdan<Terou 3 to pass. When king Shah Aulum came down to 
Golconda with his army in the year 1708 to destroy his brother 
Buksh we immediately found a quicker vent than ordinary for oup 
brSwh ; and indeed for all other sorts of 

tS And when Dawood Khan was formerly Nabob of *ese pai ts, 
>,« alwavrkeut a good body of horse in pay, which obliged the 
neighbouring Sov^nors to do the same, being always 3 ealons of ^h 
other And^among these horsemen by much the greatest quantity 
of our broadcloth then imported was consumed ; the trade fr;^ this 
pLe to their camps being very considerable. 

who is Subah of all this country, seldom keeps above five hundred 
horse with him ; and the Government in general bemg grown much 
weaker than in Aurungzebe’s time, none of the great men keep up 
^e number of horse allowed by the king, but apply the money to 
their own use ; and this has brought a cousiderable damp to our 
trade rgenerai, but more especially upon the sale ofyourmanu- 
factures ^ For we have not only lost the camp trade, but the roads 
are become impassable for want of these horsemen to scour them as 
usual- so that the merchants are discouraged from coming down 
^th their money and diamonds to buy up and carry away our 
Europe and other goods as formerly ; and we wunot see any likeli- 
iK of better times till the Government is well settled and some 
active man employed on the Government of these parts. 

We now proceed with the general current of events at the 
Presidency. The troubles which accompanied the death of bhah 
Aulum and Jehandar Shah, and the accession of Feroksere, had 
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induced a number of wealthy persons to take refuge in !Forfc St» 
George. Amongst others came the Nauvajee, or Collector General 
of the revenues of Zulfikar Khan, with treasure estimated at five dr 
six hundred thousand pagodas. The following extract respecting 
this individual will explain itself. 

Thursday i March, 171S , — The President produces a Per- 

wanna from the Subah Sadatulla Khan, wherein he demands by 
virtue of an order from Court, that the Kauvajee Collector of 
IZiulfikar Khan’s revenues in this Carnata country (who came down 
hither upon the beginning of the late troubles for the security of the 
treasure under his charge) be delivered up with the said treasure 
into the hands of Fire Khan his Deputy Governor at Arcot. 

** The reason of this demand, we take to be, because the new King 
Feroksei’e has cut ofi: Ziilfikar Khan and his father Assid Khan, and 
would now seize upon all their treasure. 

*‘The President further acquaints the Board that immediately 
upon receipt of the Perwanna, he sent it to the Kauvajee, with the 
slight intimation that we could not think of engaging ourselves in 
any disputes with the Country Government, by protecting persons 
employed under the King, contrary to his positive commands. To 
which he returned answer that he was ready to go directly to the 
yf Sabah with the treasure, acknowledging the many civilities received 
^ during his residence hei'e. 

. “ Agreed that a proper answer be returned the Subah, acquainting 
Mm that as the Nauvajee came here a stranger upon his master’s 
business, we were under an obligation to receive him with civility 
and distinction, but know nothing of the treasure he brought with 
him, it not being our custom to search strangers. But finding him 
very willing to return upon the first summons, we had no occasion 
to use any compulsion ; and whatever he might bring with him he 
carries back under charge of the person that brought the Perwanna*” 
Our next extract is a further illustration of the disorderly charac- 
ter of the times. 

Wednesday, IBth Bepteniber, l7l3. — The President acquaints the 
Board that Fleet Aynsworth writer did, on the 14th instant in the 
evening upon rising from supper at the General Table, draw his 
sword and made several passes at Thomas Wilford writer, one of 
which entered his body, just under the left pap about three inches* 
Dr. Robson being sent for and examined, declares he has hopes the 
said Wilford may do well but that he is not yet out of danger* 
Ordered that Fleet Aynsworth writer be kept under strict confine- 
ment till further order.’’ A few days afterwards it was agreed 
“ that the said Aynsworth always behaved himself in a very dis- 
orderly manner, continually drinking, quarrelling with one or other, 
for which he has frequently been reprimanded to no purpose, as 
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bloody action;” and be was therefore dismissed 
,ce and sent to England by the first ship. 

.._J wMob is entered in the Consultation book of 
^od, "finishes' a curious picture of social life. 

of God, Amen, this thirteenth day of May in tfi® 
thousand, seven hundred and twelve J, Ihomas 
make this my lasfeW^ii and lestaitieiit, 
y Firsb, 1 cominiii . my., soil! into.; : the 
body to be decobtly, buried^m 
As for those worldly goods it has 
I" give and beqneatkia.'' 

“ ■* *5 children, on account of an 

the ship that I came to Indian, valued at 

_ _ '• thereabouts, sixteen hundred 

further trouble to my estate. Otherwise no 

L. ■■■ ■ 

her liberty, with all her 
o-ht to bed within eight months and 
being the twenty-third day of 
hundred eleven twelve, 1 bequeath unto 
and to be under the care of my 
I give his liberty, and five 
.ill.. A slave boy named Anthony, hia 
child that I bequeathed four thousand Biipee| 
age or marriedj then the said four thousand 
• son Johnson Saunders. 

^rt of my estate I bequeath unto my son John 
AV»f,.c 5 fire naid. If my son should dic^^A give 


appears by tnis i 
the Company's s 
The following 
this peri„", “ 

‘^In the name 

year of our Lord one 

Saunders of Bengal, Mariner, 
in manner and form followin; 
hands of God that gave it, and my 
Executors shall think convenient, 
pleased Almighty God to bestow upon me, 
manner and form following ; viz. 

« To my Uncle Eichard Saunder’s 

adventure which was lost in 1 

one hundred and ten pounds sterling or 

rupees, if they give ^^'"■ 7 ; 

more than the Law will give them. 

“To a slave girl, named Clara, 1 

gve hundred Eupees ; and ^ brought to 
a half after my ' 

January one thoi-.- 

the said child four thousand rupees 
Executors. A. slave hoy named Pompey i 
Eupees per month during Ins iite. ^ 
freedom. If the said 
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Our. next; exlrnct will explain itself. 

Thtrstlay^ Wi Odoher, 3 713. — The present ISToljob Sadaiiilla Khan, 
having received a, linnauu from tbe new Iving Feroksere, contlrming 
him in the Glovorument of tlicse parts ; upon which the French and 
Datcli ha,ve presented him each to the amount of a thousand pagodas 
or thereabouts ; and having lately received a message by ai liorseman 
from hinij that if we do not forthwith deliver up the villages Im 
iutends to come and take possession of them.’* 

Agreed tliat a present be sent to the auionnt of about five 
hundred piigodins, and lodged in the bands of Sunka Ivaniu, at Arcot, 
to bo presented the Nabob by way of congratulation on accotint of 
his new dignity ; but that it be a clause in the instnictions to Sunka 
Kama, not to part with it before he gets assurances that wc shall 
liave no further troubles about the villages ; and this to bo done as 
from hirnseir, because we will insist upon the goodness of our title 
and reserve a right to defend them upon occasion.** 

The year 1713 closed with a singular rebellion at F<)rt Bt. David. 
Our readers will remember that Mr, Bawortb, the Deputy Governor, 
had gallantly conducted t))e defence of the place against Seropo 
Singh, Kajah of Ginjee. They will now be surprised to hear that 
this same IHIr. BawoVth, openly rebelled against the authority of 
Governor Harrison. The stoiVis best told in the following extracts 
from the Consultations. 

BfJ'b Odoher . — The President offers to the Board that the 
method estabiisbed by the Right Honorable Company for canning 
on their mercantile affairs, and for the government of tlndr Garrisons 
and Factories, has been entirely neglected and despised the 
Deputy Governor of Fort St, David, who has assumed to himself a 
liberty of acting as if he was independant cf this Board. ^ Consnlt- 
atiouR are iiegloctod; Paymaster's and Cash accounts are 'jietitio\is and 
irregtilarly passed ; and our strictest orders have been contoraned. 
He has nromofced and coramissioned officers of the Garrison unknown, 
to this Board. He has considerably increased tbe pay and allowances 
of several persons, particularly in Diet money to the gentlcuicn of 
Oonncil, three pagodas per raotuh each, and almost all other expences 
in general. Ho has laid out considerable sums in building* and has 
let out the Company’s bounds to rent without our knowledge or 
consent. He has used the Company's merchants very barbarously, 
whereby they have been necessitated to seek protection and redress 
from this Board. He returns no answers to such persons as have 
large arid just demands upon him ; with many other irregularities, 
which this Board ought not to bear with any longer, lest the Honorable 
Company’s affairs should bo brought into in^ecoverable confusion. 

The President further offers to the Board several paragraphs of 
their General Letters, as also a copy of a paper or protest signed by 
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Mr. Ea-^oriili and Council, wMoli were read and considered ; and the 
Board came to the following Besolution. 

That whereas the Deputy Governor in his name, declares our 
proceedings (in sending for the Company’s merchants up hither at 
their repeated requesty to be highly prejudicial to the Company’s 
interest, and that of this place ; we are obliged to justify ourselves 
in as plain and public a manner as possible to oiir Bigbt Honorable 
Employers ; though we cannot but think it an inexcusable piece of 
presumption in Mr. Baworth to send us such a charge in a General 
Letter from a subordinate Factory, which is giving encouragement 
to those under him by his example to dispute and disobey our orders 
hereafter. 

Agreed that a charge be brought in against Bobert Baworth, 
Esq., Deputy Governor of Eort St. David, containing such articles as 
can be fully proved without any room for dispute. 

“ Mondwy^ Uh October.— All the foregoing premises having been 
fully considered and debated, the following question was put : 

** Q . — ^Whether this Board is not obliged upon the charge now 
read, and other circumstances concurring, to remove Bobert 
Baworth, Esq. from the Government of Eort St. David ? 

Agreed in the affirmative mmine contradicente. 

Q. — Whether he shall be suspended or dismissed ? 

** Agreed unanimously that he he suspended, that his commission 
be revoked and superseded, the same to be signified in a General 
Letter to him with orders for him to repair hither when his charge 
shall be delivered him.” 

Agreed and ordered that Mr. Henry Davenport be commissioned 
as Commissary and Provisional Deputy Governor of Fort St. David, 
to set out this evening, in order to receive the Government from 
Mr, Bobert Baworth. 

Sunday i IWi October . — The President communicates to the Board 
a letter from Henry Davenport, Esq., advising us, that, upon his 
arrival at the edge of the bounds of Fort St. David, he dispatched 
Lieutenant Porrier before with our letter to Mr. Baworth, and a short 
one from himself. To which Mr. Baworth in a short time returned 
answer, that he would not allow him any authority to rule there by 
whatever commission he could receive from us. All the outworks 
were alarmed with the usual signals for enemies when Mr. Daven- 
port entered the bounds ; and when he came to Tevenapatam gate, 
he was denied entrance by shutting it upon him, and the officer’s 
declaring he had an order not to let him in. All the Council came 
in to Mr. Davenport, except Mr. Bichard Harrison. Ensign Hobbs 
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being posted at the Garden with a hundred men, Mr. Davenport 
sent to him for admittance there ; but he sent word that he would 
obey no orders but Mr. Ra worth's, and that if he offered to come into 
the Garden with any peons or soldiers, he would fire upon him. 
Upon which, finding the whole Garrison debauched from theix’ duty 
(except old Captain Hiigonin and some other of the officers which 
were confined before hand), he was forced to retire out of the bounds 
to a choultry about five miles distance, for the security of his life 
and the treasure he has with him j Mr. Raworth having, given out 
several unaccountable orders to some of the officers, and publicly 
threatened to cut him off. 

“ This affair being debated, with the greatest concern to see a 
whole Garrison of five hundred men and upwards, seduced by some 
false persuasions from their duty to our Right Honorable Employers, 
I and commanded openly to resist our orders which may he of very 
ill consequence hereafter. 

** Agreed that it is not safe for Mr. Davenport to remain where he 
is, considering the small guard he has with him and the threatening 
expressions Mr. Raworth has used. 

** Ordered that he do forthwith return hither and bring with Mm 
the gentlemen of the Fort St. David Council (that cannot safely 
return into the Bounds), to inform us of several necessary points 
before we can come to any further resolution.” 

^ ' ** Monday^ I2th October.--’ A General Letter from Henry Davenport, 
Esq., and Council dated the 10th instant from Monapa's choultry ; 
read also a private letter from Mi\ Davenport to the President j 
advising that Mr. Richard Harrison is as active in this rebellion as 
any officer in the Garrison ; that the Council now with him (Mr. 
Davenport) affirm that by the promotion of several officers and 
increasing their pay, Mr. Raworth has the majority entirely at 
command, and that he openly declares he will stick at nothing to be 
revenged. They add further that he has held no Consultation, sinc^ 
August ; transacting the Company's affairs wholly by himself. 

The President's private letter being wrote after the general 
advices, that Ensigns Paddle and Handlon were come over to Mr. 
Davenport, and acquainted him that the Garrison was in great 
confusion and most of them would follow, if they were sure of a place 
to resort to ; that they had received no pay for two months past, 
which is vexy surprising to us considering that we know they are in 
cash, though they have kept the account so long from us. 

Agreed that orders be immediately sent to Mr. Davenport to 
remain where he is, and see what the Garrison will do ; that a party 
of sixty chosen men be forthwith sent away to be landed at Pondi- 
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cherry for a guard to Mr. Davenport and the others, against any 
sudden attempt of the desparadoes ; and that a protest be drawn up 
against Mr. Eaworth for this unwarrantable way of proceeding.’’ 

Tlmrsday, lUh October . — A General Lettei'from Henry Daven- 
port, Esq., dated the 13th instant read, advising that he has dropped 
declarations and copies of bis Commission at the several guards, 
which has had a very good effect and occasioned many men corning 
in ; that whole Garrison seem inclinable to return to their dury, 
and that he has now so many men with him that he is forced to 
draw towards Pondicherry for assistance to maintain them. 

Agreed that it be an instruction to Henry Davenport, Esq,, and 
Council to avoid as much as possible coming to blows ; and not to 
attack any party or post, unless obliged to it for their own safety ; 
but to use all peaceable methods of recovering the men to their duty, 
promising them full pardon and their arrears. 

“ Agreed that Mr. William Warre and the Rev. Mr. George Lewis 
be immediately sent down wdth proper instructions to persuade 
Mr. Raworth to reason, by representing the ill consequences that 
are likely to attend his rash way of proceeding.” 

Monday, iWi Octob&r . — The President lays before the Board 
several letters from jEenry Davenport, Esq., advising that finding 
himself strong enough he marched into the bounds on the 17th very 
peaceably, finding all the out-guards deserted ; and that he put a 
Serjeant with twenty men into one of the most considerable to 
protect it from the country enemy. After which he marched to the 
Garden, where he found Ensign Hobbs posted with about fifty men, 
whom he summoned to their duty. But they absolutely refused to 
surrender, and he would not force them, though it was very practi- 
cable, for fear of shedding blood. But while they were parleying, 
they were saluted with a twenty-four pounder from the Fort that 
fell within twenty yards of Mr. Davenport. After which he marched 
away and took possession of Cuddalore, that was also entirely 
deserted; in their way being open to the Fort, they were again 
saluted with a twenty-four pounder, which fell among them, but by 
God’s good providence did no harm. 

xigreed that Henry Davenport, Esq., and Council r'emain at 
Cuddalore, endeavouring to save our bounds without committing 
any acts of hostility, whilst Mr. Warre and Mr. Lewis are endea- 
vouring to terminate this unhappy affair ; and that they dp set the 
merchants to work as fast as possible to procure long cloth and 
Sallampores.” 

Wednesday, 21 si October . — The President communicates a letter 
from Henry Davenport, Esq., advising that he has put men into as 
many of the out-guards as he can spare from Cuddalore. But that 
on the ISfch instant Mr. Raworth sent a pai% of horse to beat the 
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men out oE Oondtipah Ohoulti'y, who dismounted and summoned 
them within to surrender; wbieh being refused they fired upon 
them and threw in several grenadoes, which wounded some o£ the 
meu and killed one outright. The Serjeant that commanded 
immediately dred a held piece with partridge shot, which killed two 
and wounded three more of the attackers. Upon which the rest fed, 
leaving live of their horses behind them. The Serjeant being so 
near the Fort, and at least six miles distance from Cuddalore, dread- 
ing a more dangerous attack in the night, when he could not be 
supported, withdrew in time to Cuddalore and the five horses with 
him. Mr. Baworth, just before the attack was made, fired three great 
shots at the Ohouitry from Tevenapatam, which fell very near them/^ 

Frida j/, 2ord Odoher.—^^ A. GeneiM Letter from Henry Davenport, 
Esq.j and Council, dated the IDth instant read, advising that those 
who remain in the Fort and at the Garden with Mr. Baworth, are 
already reduced to 'such necessities that many of them would get 
away if they could. 

A letter from Messrs. Warre and Lewis, dated the 20th instant, 
read, advising their reception by Mr. Bawornh ; that they had fairly 
laid ail matters before him as recommended in our instructions. 
Upon which he desired sometime to consider thereon, and he would 
give them an answer in the evening, seeming in very good temper ; 
that they went to Cuddalore and returned to him about five o’clock, 
when he very briefly answered that provided the Governor would 
come in person, he would immediately resign, upon condition that 
those who had been faithful to him (as he calls it) should be treated 
with superior respect to such as deserted. Upon which they desired 
time to receive our answer, and got his consent to forbear all acts of 
hostility till then. This matter "being debated, 

“ Agreed that as matters now stand here with the Habob, and 
considering the necessary preparations to load our shipping that 
are expected early from Bengal, it is no way convenient for the 
President to leave this place ; especially when Mr, Baworth insists 
on such terms as are impossible for us to consent to; since it 
is no better than confessing ourselves in the wrong, and encourag- 
ing others. hereafter to follow this wicked and pernicious example. 

It was also considered that if the Nabob should come to St. 
Thome, as is credibly reported, the President cannot come back 
hither till February by sea ; nor can he come by land without passing 
through his camp at his mercy, since he can have no body of men 
with him fit to force his way. 

Agreed that a letter be wrote to Mr. William Warre and the Bev. 
Mr. George Lewis, requiring them to see Mr. Baworth once more, 
and offer him every thing that is in our power to grant, px'oyided h© 
will surrender quietly without any further troubles or mischief. 
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Agreed that a short Commission be given Mr. William Warre to 
receive the Government at Mr. Eaworth’s hands, if he should consent, 
and to make all easy, insisting only upon not seeing Mr. Davenport 
before he comes away hither. 

Agreed that if Mr. Eaworth does not accept the terms offered 
him in our letter of this date, Mr. Warre and the Eev. Mr. Lewis be 
permitted to return.” 

** Wednesday, 2Sth October, — General Letter from Messrs. Daven- 
port : Warre and Lewis, dated 24th instant read, advising that the 
two latter having been with Mr. Eaworth that same day, found him 
in much worse temper than ever peremptorily declaring that he 
would resign the Fort to none but the President himself. 

“ ** A letter from Henry Davenport, Esq., singly of the same date 
read, wherein he says, he is very well assured Mr. Eaworth will not 
deliver up even to the President himself, and that there is no way 
but to starve him out. 

S'lmday, \st November. — The President produces a letter from 
Mr. William Warre and theEev. Mr. George Lewis, dated the 27tb, 
wherein they say that though they must acknowledge themselves 
mistaken as to Mr. Eaworth’s sincerity, they are still of opinion, the 
Governor's presence would soon put an end to all disputes. The 
foregoing words being considered and debated, and the President 
acquainting the Board that by the last advices from Sunka Rama aD 
Arcot, matters are likely to be fairly accommodated with the Nabob 
about the villages. 

" Agreed that there seems an absolute necessity for the President 
to set out for Fort St. David, as soon as the rivers will permit, in 
order to put an end to the present troubles if possible before further 
mischief is done. 

** Agreed that a party of sixty men be despatched away before 
hand to Pondicherry, for a guard to wait the President’s arrival ; 
and that a hundred pagodas be advanced the Ensign to defray their 
expenses.” 

‘‘ Wednesday, Uli November. — ^This evening the Honorable Presi- 
dent attended by the Eev. Mr. Stevenson, Lieutenant Eoach, and 
Messrs. Theobalds, Bnlkley, Manberfc, Nanney, Laugher, Turner, and 
Eichardson set out overland for Fort St. David. 

“ Friday, Ub November. — A General Letter from the Honorable 
President and Mr. William WaiTe, dated the 5th November, read, 
enclosing several letters and papers the Honorable President met 
upon the road, and advising that they have fired six shots into 
Cnddalore from the Fort in one day, but it pleased God they did no 
damage ; that some deserters daily came in, and that Henry Daven- 
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port, Esq., bas? po.ssessed himself of Oondapah. Choultry and Horvse 
tail point, in order to facilitate the Honorable President’s entry into 
the bounds. 

A General Letter from Henry Davenport, Esq., and Council, dated 
the 3rd instant, read, wherein they acquaint us that they were in 
^reat hopes Mr. Haworth and his adherents, would by this time have 
been reduced to a very low condition foi' want of provisions. But 
that contrary to their expectations, and to the promise made to the 
Deputy Governor from the gentlemen at Pondicherry no ways to 
assist them, of wliich ho reminded Governor Dusivier in his letters 
dated 29th ultimo and 3rd instant ; notwithstanding which there was 
a chelinga sent them full of provisions. I'hey further advise the 
sloop, that was sent down with stores for Cuddaiore, as she passed 
by Fort St. David they fired three shots at her ; but that she con- 
tinued her course for the road and that Mussoolas were gone off to 
bring the stores ashore. They also remit ns their account cash foi' 
the month of October, balance being six thousand three hundred and 
ninety-live pagodas. 

Thursday, \2th JSfovemher , — Another of the lOth informs that 
after the hopes they had of bringing matters to an end that they 
found Mr. Baworfch the same fickle and unfaithful man as ever ; that 
they had sent the same persons in that morning with such terms as 
they thought he neither could nor would refuse ; but were strangely 
surprized at their return to find he absolutely refused what he gave 
under his hand the day before; which was that if the Governor 
insisted he would bring the keys of the Fort where he pleased ; that 
they had oifered to venture into fche Fort if he would permit Captain 
Eoad to go in first with fifty men for the Governor’s Guard. For 
which his answer was under his hand, that he would not suffer the 
Governor to enter with any guard, and several other extravagancies ; 
so that they can see no hopes of his being brought to better temper 
whilst he is able to hold out/’ 

“Sunday, 22nd November , — General Letter from the Honorable 
Edward Harrison, Esq., Messrs. Davenport and Warre, dated 20th 
instant read, wherein they acquaint us that having perused the Fort 
8t. David cash accounts from April I7l2, and by what they can learn 
from the Council, &g,, Mr. Eaworth ought now to have a balance by 
him of seventeen thousand pagodas, which they took to be one of his 
chief reasons for acting in this unaccountable manner; that Mr. 
Raworth and his adherents being cooped up in the Fort and in want 
of provisions are very uneasy ; that some desert him daily, hut not 
without the risk of their lives. They add that on the 18th in the 
morning Mr. Eaworth saluted them in the Garden with a fourteen 
pounder ; but afterwards made an apology that a drunken Dutchman 
fired the gun, between sleeping and waking, that happened to be 
pointed that way ; that on the 19th at night the President, being 
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accompa-nied with all the Madras GBiiileaien, went into Teveiiapatanj 
to visit the men posted there; and haviiig been for somotitne in i\m 
streets, they were briskly entertained from tlie })atteries with ail the 
guns they could bring to bear, besides their small shot, in the reach 
of which they happened to be ; but by Good Providence no mischief 
was done; that they returned them a Orilvorin salute from Patcharee 
lull, which went throtigh Mr. Baworth’s lodgings, ns they loam from 
deserters ; that several of the men sallied from the Fort, but wore 
w'armly received, and two very dangerously wounded, which made 
them return faster than they came out.” 

Tuesday, 1st December . — General Letter from the Honorable 
Edward Harrison, Esq. and Mr. William Warre, dated 29th ultimo 
read, wherein they acquaint us that they have not as yet brought 
Mr. Eaworth to an accommodation ; and that they are fearful they 
must be obliged to consent to his going to Pondicherry to reside 
there and settle his account; and if so Governor Busivier is to give 
his parole tha.t in case satisfaction is not given us in fifteen days ho 
will deliver Mr. Eaworth tons at Fort St. George.’’ 

“ Monday, 7fli Deceniber . — From the Honorable President and Mr. 
William Warre, dated the 2nd instant, advising but that that 
morning the Honorable President entered the Fort, according to 
articles of agreement passed between him and Council and Mr. 
Eaworth ; who received him at the head of his rebellious crew in 
such a manner as none but Mr. Eaworth could be capable of; 
seeming no wa3\s concerned for the many ill actions he has commit- 
ted in this affair. There was a hundred and thirty men under arms 
in the Fort, of whom eighty Europeans, who seemed to be as stout 
men as any in the Company’s service. • Every thing was found in 
confusion ; which will require the President’s longer vstay than be 
expected ; as also to settle the Garrison and separate those he found 
iu the Fort, that it may not hereafter be in their power to act the 
like again.” 

** Monda,y, December . — Henry Davenport acquaints the Board, 
that he this afternoon received a private letter from the Honorable 
President, dated the 5th, advising tliat Thomas Frederick, Esq., 
arrived at Fort St. David that night ; and that the next day in the 
evening the Honorable President designed to depart thence for Port 
St, George, expecting to reach the Mount to-morrow niglit, where he 
desired the Gentlemen of the Council would go and wait upon him. 

“ Mcmdaiji 21si5 December . — The following General Letters read. 
From the Governor of Pondicherry, dated 30th instant (new style) 
advising that Mr. Eaworth, having publicly demanded their king’s 
protection and passage upon their ships for Prance, whicli they 
cannot refuse him without exposing themselves to their king’s 
displeasure. 
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is likewise produces a letter fx'om Faiber Thomas de 

Poictiers, Capucluii ot' the Church here, whom he has employed 
at PoTidicherry to solicit the Governor and Council on this 
affair; wherein tiie said Father Thomas advises that one of the 
principal reasons why Mr. Eaworth refused to come hither and 
settle his account with us, was that he had seen a letter from a 
member of this Boai'd to a person at Fort St. David, mentioning 
that it was resolved to have him assassinated. Every member now 
present solemnly declares, and offers to take his oath if required^ 
that he never gave him any such advices, nor ever heard the 
Governor say thing tending that way. 

The Governor for himself solemnly protests before God that he 
abhors the very thought of so barbarous an action ; though he can 
bring sufficient proof that Mr. Eaworth, when Deputy Governor of 
Fort St. David, did more than once threaten the same to him. 

It being debated what measures are most proper for us to take 
upon this extraordinary proceeding of the Governor and Councils of 
Pondicherry ; agreed that we defer coming to a resolution thereupon 
till Father Thomas returns from Pondicherry/' 

“ Thursdayt 24)th BeGemher. — Mr. Kaworfch’s answer to the proposals 
made him in the Governor's name by Padre Thome read which 
is full of notorious falsities and calumny without any manner of 
ground or proof and of a piece with all the rest of bis behaviour, 
and upon the whole it appears very plain that he will do or suffer 
anything rather than come to a fair account for what he has had 
under his charge/' 

** This extraordinary a^air ended shortly afterwards in Mr* 
Eaworfch's departure to France ; and it is a singular circumstance 
that he died at Paris, just as the Directors of the Company were 
preparing to prosecute him in England, 


OOVEENOUSHIP OF MR. EDWARD HARRISON- 
(Gontinued.) 


Before proceeding further with our extracts from the records of 
the Governorship of Mr. Edward Harrison, it will be necessary to 
glance at the contemporary state of India. Shah Aulura, eldest son 
of Aurungzebe, had died in 1712 ; and a straggle ensued between his 
four sous which terminated in the establishment of Jehandar Shah 
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on the throne of Delhi. Jebandar Shah owed his elevation to the 
support of Zulfikar Khan, but his vices rapidly lowered him in the 
eyes of his subjects, and excited the religious hostility of all who 
respected the precepts of the Prophet. A drunken sovereign, ruled 
by a concubine who had once been a public dancer, and frequently 
appearing in the streets of Delhi in a condition which but too plainly 
indicated his vices, was not the potentate who could long hope to 
maintain his authority over a distracted empire like that of the 
Moguls. Two Seiads, or descendants of the Prophet, advocated the 
cause of Feroksere, a nephew of Jebandar Shah. Forces were 
raised, the imperial army was defeated, and J ehaudar Shah and his 
minister Zulfikar Khan were both taken and put to death. 

Feroksere now ascended the throne at Delhi, and ruled the empire 
from_1713 to 1720. His reign thus corresponds to about four years 
of the Grovernorship of Mr. Harrison, and three years of his successor 
Mr, Collett. It is remarkable from the fact that a mission was at 
this time sent to Delhi by the English Governor of Calcutta; and 
many advantages, including the disputed out villages near Madras, 
and the Zemindarship of some villages in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta, were at that time obtained from the Mogul. ^ Fortunately 
copies of most of the original dispatches from the English envoys at 
Delhi to the Governors of Calcutta and Madras, have been preserved 
in the Madras records ; and these documents throw a flood of light 
upon the intrigues of the period, and enable us to obtain a clear 
picture of the Court of the Great Mogul. This mission arrived in 
Delhi in 1715 and left it in 1717, and thus, extended over a period of 
two years. As it is a subject of imperial interest rather than of local 
interest, we shall not incorporate the narrative embodied in the 
dispatches with the history of Mr. Harrison’s administration, but 
reserve it for a future and separate chapter. 

As regards the changes more immediately effecting the Madras 
Presidency, we may remark that Oheen Kiilich Khan, variously spelt 
in the records, had been appointed Subah of the Dekkan under the 
title of Hizam-ool-Moolk ; an individual who is remarkable in. the 
history of Southern India as the founder of the present kingdom 
of the Dekkan. Our old friend Dawood Khan obtained the 
Sonbahship of Guzerat in place of Golconda, but was killed in a 
battle a year or two afterwards. At the same time Sadatulla Khan 
continued Habob of the Carnatic, and effected the reduction of the 
great fortress of Ginjee, which had been defended by the son of that 
Serope Singh, who has already been introduced to our readers as the 
Bajah who nearly succeeded in capturing Port St, David. 

We now turn to the local annals of the Presidency. The records 
of the remaining period of Mr, Harrison’s Governorship contain but 
few matters worthy of intierest. The reduction of Ginjee in 1711 is 
thus noticed in the Consultation books. 
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Saturday f 9th October, 1714. — General Lefcter from tlie Deputy 
Governor and Council of Fort St. David, dated the 6th instant, 
advising that our Nabob Sadatulla Khan had drawn all his forces 
round Ginjee, and summoned Serope Singh’s son to surrender, upon 
pretence of an order from Court to take possession of that place ; 
which he refused to do, and making a desperate sally with about 300 
Eajpoots, was very near killing the Nabob, having cut the harness 
of his Elephant with his own hands. But timely succour coming 
into the Nabob’s rescue, Tejah Singh, Serope Singh’s son, with 
Moh abut Khan and several others of the principal men belonging to 
Giojee, were overpowered and cut o:ffi, so that it is believed Ginjee 
will surrender in a few days.” On the 15th of November the news 
arrived that Ginjee was captured by Sadatulla Khan. 

The following strange revelation appears in a petition addressed 
by one Dr. Thomas to the Governor in Council, dated 9fch November, 
1714 '' 

The HXJMBiiE PETITION OP Doctor Thomas. 

** Showeth, — ** That your petitioner’s father-in-law Lewis de Melho 
in his life time held a converse with one of his slaves named Ignacia 
near the space of thirty years ; living with her in a separate house, 
and entrusting the greatest part of his estate in her hands, and taking 
no notice of his wife or daughter. But upon his death bed repenting 
himself of the ills he had done, he asked pardon of his wife for his 
ill usage of her ; and declared that the said Ignacia had been the 
cause of it by the power of medicines she had given him, and that 
he bad delivered into her charge 2,600 Pagodas in money, besides 
jewels and medicines of value. And he did appoint and constitute 
his said wife and daughter heiresses to his estate ; as appears by a 
certificate under the hand of the Eev. Padre Pascall Perciva de 
Cuntra. But now so it is, may it please your Honor that the said 
Ignacia refuses to deliver up or give any account of the said estate ; 
though it can be proved by witnesses that she has divers things of a 
large value as well as money in her possession. Wherefore your 
petitioner, in behalf of his mother-in-law Francisca and his wife 
Isabella, humbly prays that your Honor will oblige the said slave to 
make a true discovery and surrender of all those things in her 
possession, belonging to the estate of the deceased Mr. Lewis d© 
Melho, that so they may have their right, and he as in duty bound 
shall ever pray.” 

The Governor and Council ordered that the goods should be 
secured, but referred the matter to the decision of the heads of their 
Castes. 

On the 1st of August, 1714, died Queen Anne, and the Crown of 
England thus descended to George I. The event passed off quietly 
and more than eight months passed away before the news reached 



338 SISTOBY OF MAOFAS. [171-1—7. 

Madras. It will be seen from the following entry, that the Presi- 
dency still kept early houi-s. ^ ft 

“ Fridav, Sth April, 1715.— The letter read advising the untortn- „ 
«ate death ofHer late Majesty Queen Anne, and the happy accession 
of His Most Serene Highness the Elector of Hanover and Briuiswick 
?oTheCp6rkl OrowS of .Great Britain under the title of kmg 
George- at nine o’clock this morning the Mayor and Aldeimen, 

Sten'Sed with the proper officers and Y°K4ftT Kin^Geir"! • 
Hip (larrisoiis proclaimed His Bo3'ai iUcHesty iviiig ureoij., , 

at noon there was an entertainment made for the Coancil and all 
Sctief the place, at which His Eoya Majesty, the 

Prince of Wales, the Royal family and the Honorable Company s 
healths were drank and guns fired at each. 

The following extract concerning the Capuchin Friars, is a curious 

testimony to their character at this time. 

“ Mnndaii ilie 12f7i DeoonibeT, 1715. — Edward Ha^ison, Esq., 
Presffient of and for all the Right Honorable United English East 
India Company’s afiairs on this coast of Coromandel and Onssa in 
the Giniee and Mahratta countries, ComDiander-in-Cbief of all the 
lorc?rwhioruow are or hereafter may or shall bo employed tor the 
Service of the said United Company iinoer this Piesideni^, ^ 
Governor of the Fort St. George, St. David, and Council. To all to 
whom these presents shall come Greeting. 

' « Know ve, that the Reverend the Capiicin P.athers of the French 

natiXt officiate in the Portuguese Church of 
others of the same nation and order at I ondicheny that formerly 
Sed here! having made application to us for our assistance to 
jSy themselves from several aspersions that 

uDon them in France by their inveterate enemies, m ordei to blast 
their reputation and render them contemptible la these parts of the 
•world, and having in order thereto humbly proposed the following 
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« 3rd . — Whefcher the Gapiicin Fathers of Madras or those of Pondi« 
cherry, particularly Father Esprit de Tours, either now have or eyer 
bad any money at Interest or otherwise in the Cash of the Bight 
Honorable Company our Masters. 

Whether Father Thomas de Poictiers, now ■ residing and 
officiating here, ever bought or sold 500 chests of Persia wine, as he 
is accused of baring done in the year 1713, or before or since that 

To the hrst article we are obliged to declare that the Oapucin 
Fathers above named, wlio have had the care of the mission in this 
city of Madras from the first establishment thereof to the present 
time by permission of our Eight Honoi’able Masters, have always 
demeaned themselves in so handsome a manner, both in spiritual and 
temporal afiairs, as to give no just cause of complaint to us their 
representatives ; their conduct has been regular and agreeable to their 
profession, nor have we ever heard of or remarked any action of 
theirs that could occasion the least scandal to their order. 

** To the second article, we never heard, nor can we find upon 
examining our Begisters, that any of the said Capucin Fathers, 
particularly the persona before mentioned in this article, ever had 
any diffierence, which obliged them to have recourse to this or any 
other Tribunal here for a decision. 

To the third article, we must declare it to be a notorious falsity 
that the Capucin Father of Madras or Pondicherry, or of any other 
place, ever had ai^ money or effiects at Interest or otherwise in the 
Bight Honorable Company’s cash that we know of. 

** To the fourth article, we know it to be very false that Father 
Thomas de Poictiers bought or sold 500 chests of wine in 1713, either 
he or any other of the same order ; and we further certify that none 
of the Oapucins before mentioned have ever been known to be 
concerned in any sort of commerce whatsoever. In witness whereof, 
we have at their humble request given them this our certificate, 
which could not in conscience be refused. Done in Fort St. George 
this 12th day of December 1715, and sealed with the Bight Honor- 
able Company’s seal,” 

From this testimony to the character of the Capuchin Fathers we 
turn to the proceedings of the Protestant inhabitants. The scheme 
set on foot for a Charity School in Madras has already been noticed ; 
and the following copy of the Buies will be found curious and 
interesting. 

Rules for the better establishing and management of the Charity 
School, erected by the unanimous consent of the Yestry of St. Mary’s 
parish in Fort St. George, on the 28th October 1715. 
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** That in some convenient place within the English town, there 
be proper accommodation made at first for 30 poor Protestant 
Children, diet and education gratis. 

** That the scholars be trained up to a practical sense of religion, 
and be particularly instructed in the doctrines of the Church of 
England as by law established; and tbei’efore no person shall be 
capable of being master of the school unless he be qualified according 
to’the Acts of Parliament. 

That the children, whether boys or girls, shall be taken into the 
school house at five years of age or thereabout ; and be put out to 
service or apprenticeships when they are about 12 years old. And 
while they are entertained in the school, the boys shall be taught to 
read, write, cast accounts, or what they may be further capable of, 
and the girls shall be instructed in reading and the necessary parts 
of housewifery. 

** That no scholar shall be taken in, nor any matter of moment 
transacted, without the previous consent of the Honorable Governor 
for the time being. 

*‘That besides the Ministers and Church wardens, who shall 
always be overseers of the Charity School, there be three others 
chosen yearly by the Yestry for the better management and more 
careful inspection of the affairs of the school ; and in order thereunto, 
that the said overseers (or at least four of them) meet every week at 
the Yestry, and keep Minutes of what they agree upon (if it be of any 
moment) to be laid before the Governor for his approbation. 

‘‘That one of the overseers annually chosen by the Yestry shall at 
the same time be nominated Treasurer to the school, and be obliged 
to keep exact regular accounts of the school stock and expences ; to 
be laid before every Yestry, and before the other overseers, or any 
of the contributors, when they require it at any of their weekly 
meetings or otherwise. 

“ That when the Cash belonging to the school stock shall amount 
to the sum of 1,000 Pagodas, it shall be employed at sea, or let out at 
interest, by the Treasurer, with the advice of the rest of the over- 
seers, and the consent of the Governor ; and if the money cannot be 
thus employed, that it be lent to the Church at the usual interest. 

“ That all Bonds, Deeds of conveyance, and other writs for the us© 
and benefit of the Charity School, shall be drawn and granted in the 
name of the Treasurer and other overseers for the time being. 

** That all Legacies, Gifts, and Benefactions to the School, whether 
of money or other things, be duly entered by the Treasurer in a Book 
to be kept for that purpose, which he shall sign at the foot of every 
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Tbafc no part of the school stock shall on any pretence whatsoever 
be employed to any pnrpose, or in any manner, but what is agreeable 
to the original design and institution above expressed. 

That in all difficult cases and disputes about any matter of con- 
sequence, the overseers shall make application to the Governor for 
calling a Vestry, wherein all such matters shall be determined by the 
majority of the contributors. 

That the aforesaid articles shall be the standing rules and 
fandamental constitutions of the Charity School, according to which 
the overseers shall always be obliged to act. And therefore that the 
said rules shall be registered in the beginning of a Book, wherein the 
said overseers shall enter all the subsequent orders and regulations 
which they may have occasion to make hereafter concerning the said 
school ; providing that such subsequent orders shall be first approved 
by the Governor and Council for the time being.^' 

In connection with this subject we make the following extracts, 
respecting the Library in Fort St. George, from a General Letter 
received from the Board of Directors about this time. 

‘‘ We understand that the Library in Fort St. George is worthy 
our notice, as consisting not only of a great number of Books, but 
of a great many that are choice and valuable. John Dolben, Esq., 
Mr. Eichard Elliot, and others having made a present of their Books 
(which were considerable) to the Library, besides other augment- 
ations it hath lately received from the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. We therefore recommend the care of the 
Library to our President and Ministers; ordering that the said 
Books (snch at least as are of value) be put up in close presses to 
keep them from dost and vermin ; and that none of them be lent or 
carried oat of the Library, without} the consent of both Ministers, 
if two shall be on the place ; and the Books so carried out shall be 
entered in a book kept for that purpose, inserting the day and year 
when the person to whom it is lent on one side of the folio, and on 
the other the day and year when returned. 

And we order our Ministers to sort the said Books into proper 
classes, and to take a catalogue of them to be kept in the Library, of 
which they shall deliver a copy to our President, and send a copy 
home to us ; and we desire * our President to order two of our 
servants, together with our Ministers, to examine the Books by the 
catalogue once a year ; that is to say some few days before the 
Vestry is held and make their report at the Vestry. It would be 
very proper also to put our chop on the said Books in the title page 
or first leaf, to show to whom they belong, if they should any of 
them happen to be stolen, and to stamp our arms on the cover.’^ 

The next extract refers to an incident already recorded, from 


342 


EI8T0B7 OF MimAS. 


[1714-7. 


which it seems that; at onetime the Mussulman inhabitants contri™ 
buted to the support of the Hindoo pagodas ; ah arrangement which 
was finally abolished daring the Governorship of Mr. Harrison. 

Monday, I6tli January, of the Patan Merchants, 

Inhabitants of this place, and several others that trade hither 
annually from Bengal ; wherein they set forth the hardship of being 
obliged, contrary to the rules of their religion, to contribute to the 
maintenance of the Gentoo Idols. 

^*This affair having formerly occasioned great disputes and 
tronbles, particularly once in the time of Governor Pitt, and again 
since the arrival of the present Governor ; at which time it was 
decided in favour of the Gentoo Pagoda upon account of its havirjg 
been a custom of long standing, and that our Honorable Masters 
approved of what was done in the time of Mr. Pitt ; but now the 
Board being sensible it has occasioned a great heart-burning among 
the Patan merchants aforesaid, who annually import great quantities 
of rich goods from Bengal ; insomuch that we find they begin to 
leave ns and land their goods at St. Thom6, where the present Nabob 
has granted them a cowle with several valuable privileges, and 
partiWarly that they shall pay no more than 2 per cent, custom 
it is thought high time to use all means in onr power to make these 
people easy and prevent their forsaking ns to settle at St. Thom^. 

Accordingly agreed that the President make for them a cowle 
for collecting that duty themselves, Kanakapill^, of 25 cash for every 
pagoda, to be applied to the maintenance of their own Mosque ; and 
to promise them ail manner of favourable usage, and enconragement;i 
if they continue to trade hither as usual.” 

The following extraordinary story of a common soldier, who passed 
himself off as a Chaplain, and married himself to the daughter of . 
his Captain without her father’s consent, is worthy of preservation. 

“ Tuesday i I2th June, 1716.— The Worshipful the Mayor acquaints 
the Board that Captain William, having entered an action against 
John Mitchel in the Mayor Court for defaming his daughter and 
deluding her by a pretended marriage, in which he ojQSciated himself 
as Priest and husband. Upon which a trial ensued, and due proof 
being made by several sufficient witnesses, as well as from the said 
Mitchel’s original letters ; the Court had respited judgment on 
account of his being in the Military service, till the pleasure of this 
Board be known, what punishment shall be inflicted in such a case. 

** The Board taking this matter into consideration, it appears that 
the forementioned J ohn Mitchel came out a soldier upon the last 
year’s ships to serve the Honorable Company the usual term of years. 
But pretending himself a regular clergyman in Holy Orders, and 
that ha had served some years Chaplain of one of Her Majesty’s 
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street belonging to a Comatee. The present dispute seems to have 
arisen in consequence of a Comatee having presumed to offer 
ceremonies to an idol belonging to the Ohetties. 

Friday, l%th Odober, 1716. — A dispute having arisen between the 
Ohetty and Comatee or Banian castes, about some ceremonies at their 
feasts, the former pretending that the latter have usurped several 
titles belonging to them, and performed some ceremonies before 
an image that they have no right to do. The heads of the Eight and 
Left Hand castes were called in, and acquainted that the Board is 
very unwilling to intermeddle in any bu sines of this nature, which 
they cannot pretend to understand ; and therefore they are strictly 
enjoined to keep the peace among themselves, and by no means to 
disturb the quiet of the place, upon pain of forfeiting the 1*2,000 
Pagodas mentioned in the agreement between the castes in Consulta- 
tion the 21sb of June, 1708. They were further required to choose a 
number of persons out of the neutral caste to decide their differences 
without further delay by fair arbitration ; which the Left Hand side 
readily agreed to, but the Eight Hand insist to choose out of their own 
caste, and a number of Brahmins^ besides ; which the Board judges 
to be unreasonable and therefore orders them to choose ten Brahmins 
for each party, and to enter into arbitration bonds without further 
delay.’’ 

Monday t lofli Odoher.— The President acquaints the Board that 
upon summoning the heads of the Comatee and Che tty castes to sign 
their arbitration bonds according to order of last Consultation, they 
flew off from their agreement ; the Comatees insisting to choose out 
of all the Right Hand castes, which are of their own side. Conse- 
quently the Left Hand would be overpowered by numbers, and 
therefore refuse to comply. Whereupon we were obliged to confine 
them all to the Merchants Godowns till they can come to some 
agreement among themselves ; the disturbance daily increasing in the 
Black Town ; and the painters of Triplicarie, that had the Honorable 
Company’s work in hand, having deserted fcheir habitations.” 

“ The Heads were again called in, and the ill consequence of this 
foolish dispute fairly laid before them ; but all persuasions being to 
no purpose, they were again remanded to the Godowa.” 

“ Thursday, IStli October. — Colloway Ohetty apoears as the Head 
of the Ohetty caste, and makes an offer of having the difference 
between them and the Comatees decided among the heads of all their 
castes in the country ; by means of Deputies to be sent from hence ; 
which appearing to be a reasonable expedient, it is agreed to let the 
parties concerned have their liberty, in hopes they will come to an 
accommodation in this way.” 


* The Brahmins are the neutral caste ; they belonging neither to the Eight 
Hand nor to the Left Hand. 
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Thursday^ 25tli Octoher^-^The President acquaints the Board that 
when all things seemed in a fair way towards an accommodation 
between the castes, the following accident happened on the 21st 
instant. 

A young lad of the Left Hand caste having done hurt to a Pariah 
woman of the Eight Hand castes (big with child), the whole caste got 
together and came in a tumnltnous manner to demand justice. Upon 
examining the matter, he ordered the offender to close confinement, 
promising the heads of the caste to do them justice when it should 
appear whether the woman would die or live. They seemed satisfied, 
and the crowd was dispersed. But iu the night, without any further 
provocation, they got together again ; and all such as serve under the 
j Honorable Company and the English Inhabitants, deserted their 
^ employs ; such as cooks, water-b^earers, coolies, palankeen boys, 
roundel men (umbrella carriers) and other useful servants; and 
arming themselves with pikes, daggers, and long staves, made a 
grievous uproar in the Black Town; stopping all the water from 
coming in, and committing many other disorders. The Captain of 
the Guard, with the Steward and several others, were sent to them 
to demand their reasons for making such an uproar ; and finding 
they were headed by several peons in the English service, they seized 
. two of the ring-leaders and brought them to the Governor, who are 
f secured iu irons till further order. 

** The Heads of the Eight Hand Caste are ordered to go immediately 
and acquaint them that we will make any shift without them rather 
than submit to such usage ; and not a man of them shall ever be 
taken into service again, if they do not forthwith disperse and retiirn 
to their duty ; also to let them know that orders are given at all the 
guards to fall upon them if they commit any disorder, or draw near 
in a body where the guards are posted.” 

‘‘ Thursday, Ist November , — The Painters that deserted Triplicane, 
as mentioned in Consultation the 35th ultimo, on account of the caste 
disputes, have made some overtures towards returning to their 
habitations ; but at present insist on such unreasonable terms, that 
^ the Board cannot comply with them, considering that they ran away 
; without any just provocation, and on purpose to distress us in our 
I affairs.” 

Friday, I6th November, — The President acquaints the Board that 
he has intercepted a villainous letter or Oojan, wrote by some of the 
Eight Hand castes to the Painters that deserted Triplicane and now 
reside at St. Thom4 ; wherein they are encouraged to insist upon 
unreasonable terms, and promised to be supported with money for 
their expenses, in hopes of creating further disturbances. Those 
' that write the letter are inconsiderable persons, but he hopes to 
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discover those that set them to work. In the mea,ntime all possible 
diligence is used to reconcile those unhappy disputes and prevent 
future trouble/’ 

Monday t lOth December.— The President acquaints the Board 
that though he hoped ail things would have continued quiet between 
the castes, upon a resolution formerly taken to have the controversy 
decided by the heads of them that reside in the country ; the Ohetties 
have this day shut up all their shops, and called all the coolies from 
their work that belong to their caste; and that he has employed 
proper persons to enquire into the meaning of it, which he will lay 
before the Board in next Consultation/'’ 

“ Thursday, 20th Decemler. — The President produces a petition 
delivered last night by the heads of the Chetty caste, that have for 
sometime shut up their shops and refused to do any business. The 
substance of the said petition is, that they have already complained 
of the Gomatees singing their ISTaggarum before the idol named 
Chindadry Pillary (Ganesha, the “Belly God'’);^‘ ^^ 16 . that their 
caste people in the country have heard of it, and threaten to turn 
them out if they suffer such abuses. “Wherefore they desire the 
matter may he decided by the Brahmins (who are the fittest persons 
to do it) ; otherwise they cannot continue in this place ; and that a 
bond of 12,000 Pagodas on both aides may be signed to stand to the 
said Brahmin’s award. 

“Agreed, that since the Comafeee and Chetty castes cannot be 
persuaded to reconcile their differences by the heads of their own or 
any other castes, the Board will on Monday morning next hear the 
opinion of all neutral persons among the inhabitants, and endeavour 
to determine the matter in dispute so as will best secure the peace 
and quiet of the place. 

“ Monday, the 2Uh December, 1716. — The heads of the Chetty and 
Comatee castes being summoned made their appearance, and a great 
number of witnesses were examined concerning the ceremony in 
dispute, whether the Coroatees have a right to cry out their Nagga- 
rum (Sanscrit hymn) before the Chindadry Pillary Pagoda or not. 
After three hours spent in vain endeavouring to persuade them to 
come to same agreement among themselves, the Board deferred the 
affair till next meeting.*’ 

Monday, 7th January, 17 17.— The President (Edward Harri- 
son, Esq.) being ready to embark for Great Britain, proposes to the 

*TheNaggarum is the verse which is addressed to Ganesha “the remover 
of hindrances,” before undertaking any kind of business or engaging in any 
affair. Kaggarum is properly the name of the language rather than of the 
verse, Ihe complaint here made was that the Gomatees recited their verse 
before a Chetty Pagoda. 
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Board the best method that he can think of, after having discoursed 
with all the principal inhabitants of the place that are not actually 
engaged in the dispute now afoot between Comatee and Cbetty castes, 
for putting an end to all future trouble ; and the Board upon reading 
them came to the following resolutions. 

That for anything that has yet appeared the Comatees, may 
cry out their Pennagundoo Naggarum at their houses, feasts, 
weddings, <S:c., according to salabad, but not before the Pagoda of 
Chindadry Pillary, till that matter can be decided iu the manner 
hereafter mentioned.” 

That whereas the Comatees did agree before this Board to defer 
the matters in dispute to 20 Brahmins, which are the neutral caste ; 
ten of which to be chosen by the Comatees and ten by the Ohetties ; 
though they went from their word next morning, and insisted upon 
joining some of their own Eight Hand caste, when they found the 
Ohetties were willing to comply; the Board think it just for the 
Company’s and their own honour, that the Comatees shall be obliged 
to make good their promise by referring the ceremonies in dispute 
to 20 Brahmins as before mentioned. 

That in case of any foul play by the 20 Brahmins that shall be 
chosen on this occasion, upon full proof thereof being made, the 
parties aggrieved shall have justice done them. 

** That in case the Comatees refuse to comply with their first 
promise of a reference to the Brahmins, the image of the Chindadry 
Piilary Pagoda shall be removed to the great Gentoo Pagoda ; and 
to prevent all future disputes the Chindadry Piilary Pagoda shall be 
shut up for ever. 

That, whereas great numbers of these small pagodas have been 
clandestinely built without the knowledge or permission of the 
Government, and more are daily begun, which tend to raise disputes 
among the castes, none shall* be built henceforward without the 
permission of the Governor and OounciL 

“ That no colours for the future shall be used at any feast in 
Madras, but the English, commonly known by the name of St. 
Geoi’ge’s colours, with a vrhite field and a red cross. 

‘‘ That the Pedda Naik shall be overseer of the Parish caste, and 
take care to keep them in due obedience ; and that no other person 
shall pretend to summon or have any command over them. 

That whoever shall hereafter presume to stir up the castes to 
mutiny or desert on account of the disputes between the Comatees 
and Chetfiies, or any other such frivolous pretence ; such person or 
persons, upon full proof being made before the Board, shall forfeit 
the Honorable Company’s protection, be rendered incapable of any 
employ in their service, and fined at the discretion of the Board. 
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Tbese resolutions will be pursued by tke succeeding Presideot 
and Council, unless any unforeseen difficulty should arise to occasion 
an alteration in opinion; and there is good reason to hope that all 
matters will be fairly accommodated by the Brahmins.” 

Wednesdaijt Sth JmiiiaTy, 1717.-“larly this morning the 
Honorable President, Edward Harrison, Esq., embarked upon Ship 
** King George,” for Great Britain ; upon which the Government of 
this place fell to the Honorable Joseph Gollect, Esq., pursuant to the 
Honorable Court of Director's appointment in their General Letters 
by the last ships.” 

“ Tuesday i 2*2nd January , 1717. — The President reports that he has 
received an answer from Oolloway Ohetty and Collastry Chetty to 
■the summons affixed yesterday at the gates to this purpose: that 
they would not return unless we would oblige the Comatees to 
refer the differences between them to 20 Brahmins as formerly 
proposed. 

" Agreed that although we had determined, if the Chetties had 
stayed for our decision, to have referred the matter as they propose, 
yet that now it is not fit to make such an agreement with them in 
order for their return for the following reasons* 

** Firsti the immediate consequence would be that all the Comatees, 
and probably several other tribes of the Eight Hand caste, would 
desert the place upon our making such a condescension to the 
Chetties, on condition of their returning ; by which we should be 
drove to greater straits that we are or can be by the desertion of the 
Chetties. 

Secondly such a condescension would so far enervate and weaken 
our authority, that we should never after be able to govern the 
several castes with any steadiness ; who would be ready on every 
occasion to threaten us with a desertion, by which they would govern 
us at their pleasure. 

“ For these reasons we think it necessary to assert our authority, 
and either to force them to a compliance, or take what satisfaction 
we can get out of their estates.” 

** Ordered that the Warehouse keeper, assisted by one oi the Board 
alternately, remove the most valuable wares belonging to the said 
Chetties into the Port godown ; and take an exact account of them ; 
there being large quantities to a considerable value. By which 
means we hope to frighten the Chetties into a submission, and 
return ; or otherwise to obtain some satisfaction out of their estates 
for the damages that may accrue to the Honorable Company by their 
desertion* ■ • ' ' 

“ Ordered that an attachment of moneys due from any inhabitant of 
Madras, whether Europeans or others, to any Chetties now deserted, 
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be affixed at the Sea Gate; with 

Company.’* 

These resolutions appear to 

and the President accordingly drew up th( 

Thwsday, 7th Felruary, 1717.—“ We, 
sident andOouncil, Port St. George, in o 
an end to the differences which have been 
the Gomatee and Ohett^ fu,’ ' 

tnrbance of the like L. 

for determination of the present 
have the liberty of saying the fe: 
of their titles, before t * v- . , 
the Eight Hand streets ; and thi 
rehearsing their titles, or saying 
in the Left Hand streets. But 
Na “garum in the Left Hand streets, nor 
Wa^^arum in the Right Hand streets, 
orde? that neither the Comatees nor 
libertv of saying their. 


Mnd for the future, do he'reby appoint and oraer 
differences, that the Gomatee shall 
nna<fundoo Naggarum, or any other 
thl^^g^'^hin the Piflarry or any other m 
^ ” • ' at the Chetties shall have liberty ot 
their Naggarum, before any pagoda 
that the Comatees shall not say the 
shall the Chetties &ay their 
And we do hereby fnrthet 
* the Chetties shall have the 
rehearsing their titles before 
Pa-oda/ Andfor preventing disturbance of the 
life we do hereby forbid all persons whatsoever, 
J.JIIVC7 avi XT n«rr nf this city without leave first , 

building and Council We do also forbid any jaaga^ 

obtained of the President j solemnities by any of the 

to be used in the f "f is a £ag with ^ 

castes whatsoever, besides ® “ ’biish and declare that 

white field and a red grievance, or any 

if any inhabitants of this wlv^tsoever desert their habitations, 

diSerenoes bounds, without leave from 

.nd go out of the Ho^XvlSXd thoGovernor 

the Governor ; before they P^ differences shall be deter* 

and Couuoil for >^«dress, or before tbe said 

mined m such ^ } J^all forfeit tbeir estates to the Honor- 

Pour days afterwards the terminatioaot the dispute is thus recorded 

in the oonanitation books. 

« Monday, nth Fehrmry, 

and Mine 6betty, and ask 

ThomI, being come of their caste, requesting they may 

pemittSClSe «uder the Honorable Company’s protection and 
anment liberties as Inhabitants* 
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“ Aareed that their request be granted, upon their depositing m 
the Honorable Company’s cash for 12 months ^ 4 000 

pagodas for their good behaviour; and the heads of the caste 
signing the law lately established. 

« A^'reed that an interest bond of this day’s date at 8 per cent, 
per annum be given to Colloway Ohetty and Collastry Ohecty for 
the 4,000 pagodas deposited as before mentioned ; and that the 
wirehonse Leper do deUver them up all their bonds, papers, aooounts 
and goods as soon as conveniently he can ; and the remainder of &eir 
monfy shall be paid them after the account of charges we have been 

at on their account can be made up. 


CHA.I-TKK. XXVIII. 

ENGLISH MISSION EBOM CALCUTTA TO DELHI. 

1715 — 17 . 

Before proceeding farther with our annals of the Madras Presidency, 
weVall devote a chapter to the consideration of an 
not only interesting in connection with the early fortunes of the ln_- 
HshonLe coast of Coromandel, but which marks an epoch in the 
historvof all the English settlements in India, —in OalCu^and Bom- 
fi q wfill as in !Fort Sfc» George and rort St. David. This event is 
one^to which Mr. Orme and Mr. Mill have each devoted a page of their 
resneLive histories,but yet which we have reason to believe is but little 
knovrn to the majority of eitherliiglish or Indian readers. It appears 
fw nhnnf- ncenturvahd a half ago, a mission was sent from Calcutta 
to Delhi to carry a Llnable present to the Great Mogul, and to endea- 
vour to reLOTeLLtaiu grievances which af eoted the aejeral Presi- 
deLies, and procure such advantages as could be 
or eaiollery from tbe Durbar. This mission was entrusted to two of 
the EuL^h factors at Calcutta, Mr. John Surman and Mr. Edward 
Stephenson; and with them were joined an Armenian named Cojee 
iSud!LdasnrgeonnamedHamikon. These gentlemen remained 

at the Court of the Great Mogul for more than two years, during which 
they sent frequent despatches to Calcutta, and some 
Bombav. Copies of most of them however appear to have been for- 
wardedLfort St. George, and were entered from time to time in the 
(BonsulUtion books. Accordingly it has been the good fortune of the 
present writer to exhume these mouldwing des;)atohes from the dd 
mannsoript records in the Government Office of this Presidency. We 
shall not however publish them in detail, for whilst a portion 

refers to discussions which have long since lost all 
portion is wanting, and could on^ be recovered by a 
iecordsatOalouttawiththoseof forbSt. George, We shall therefore 
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simply review these old letters by the light o! contemporary history ; 
combining onr extracts and illustrations in such a manner as will beat 
serve to render the narrative au interesting picture of the times. , 

But what were the times ? We candidly express our belief that in 
the present day there are very few who either know or care to know. 
Indian histories, whether of Hindoo or of Mussulman, are generally 
regarded with a distaste highly flavoured with contempt. The reason 
of this is obvious. Our historians generally fail altogether to excite 
our interest or enlist our sympathies. Many can dwell upon the 
picturesque pages of old Orme with the liveliest emotions. There 
the intrigues and treacheries of Hative princes derive a powerful 
interest from the fact that the genius of our own countrymen, and 
perchance of our own great-grandfathers, triumphed over all Arcot 
and Plassey are to us still spirit-stirring names ; and a host of rich 
associations still hang round the old Fort at Veyore, and the preci- 
pitous heights of Ginjee. But who cares to read the history of 
Ferishta ? Who cares to peruse that dreary chronicle of Mussulman 
dynasties who have long since withered in their tombs ? We 'may 
yet exult in the triumphs of Englishmen over Mussulman, Mahratta, 
or Pindaree ; but neither Mill, nor Elphinstone, nor any one else, has 
hitherto succeeded in exciting our interest in the old wars between 
Mussulman kings and Hindoo Eajahs, — in old religious dissensions 
between Sheahs and Sonneabs, Yaishnavas and Saivas, — or even in 
those seraglio stories of murder and sensuality which pervade oriental 
history in every direction. Yet the time has been when the annals 
of historians like Ferishta were the delight alike of people and of 
princes ; when every Mussulman throughout the land listened to the 
old annals of Ghazni and Delhi, of Bijapore, Golconda, or Berar, with 
an enthusiasm only to be surpassed by tbat with which the Jew 
listens to the chronicles of the kings of Israel and Judah, and to the 
inspired traditions of Jerusalem and Samaria. Even the very names 
of places and of men, names which are a positive torture to English 
eyes and ears, would awaken his feelings and sympathies, in the same 
way that the hearts of the old Scottish cavaliers warmed at the name^ 
of Dundee, Montrose, or Killiecrankie. 

We believe that this evil would be remedied if an historian possessed 
larger sympathies as well as a larger personal acquaintance with the 
country and the people; if he appealed to the affections as well as 
to the judgment ; if in a word he not only familiarised himself with 
those differences which are the result of a peculia history and a 
'peculiar culture, but also with all those complex desires and passions, 
in which all men can sympathize because they are common to all the 
great family of mankind. 

The story which we are about to relate is one which ought to 
largely excite the interest of our readers. The year 1715, the very 
year tbat the Highlanders and the Pretender rose against king George 
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fche two Inelish Factors, together with the Surgeon ana cue ^rme- 
n“at) set oft from Calcutta to Delhi. The character of the honest 
Factors is reflected iu every page of their despatches. They displayed 
n" the enlightened curiosity of a Clavho at the Court of rimour 
« of a Bernier at the Court of Aurungzebe ; but they were shrewd 
practical business men ; and they went out like members of a Cham* 
her of Commerce, eager to obtain certain privileges, which would 
not only redound to the advantge of their honourable employers, but 
to their own credit and repntaiion. In Calcutta ttoy desired some 
nrotection against the oppressions of the Nabob of Bengal, and per- 
mission to purchase more villages. In Madras they desire to recover 
the out villages, which had been granted in former years, but which 
had been since resumed by the Nabob of Arcot. In burat they 
wanted to pay a fixed yearly rent in view of the customs levied by 
the Mo»ul Governor. A few other similar privileges they desired to 
obtain, "which were of considerable importance in those days, but 
which would excite no interest now. In a word they went, no® 
political envoys, but as petitioners. Neither one of them had ever 
been to Delhi before, but still they were not without Indian experi- 
ences. They had formed an exalted idea of the wealth and POwer of 
the Great Mogul ; and they knew something of the character of the 
Omrahs or nobles at the Court of Delhi. Jaffier Khan, the Nabob 
of Bengal, was himself a good type of 'an Omrah ; a tnan who rose 
from nothing, by that happy mixture of intrigue and 
is peculiar to the Asiatic. OriginaBy he had been a ® 
adventurer, who had rapidly risen in the army dOTi^ or Comn 
theDekkan. and had subsequently been appointed ^ewan, or Oomp 
troller of finance, in Bengal. At that time. Prince Azim, the grand 
son of Aurungzebe, was Nabob or Subah of Bengal ; and the 

sovereign died, Azim and his three b>' 0 ®^iera plunged into a war foi 
the imperial throne. Azim was slain, and Jaffier ^ 

moment for appointing himself to the Nabobship ; and this post he 
manan-ed to retain until it was not thought worth while to remove 
him. Towards the Inglish Jaffier had acted the part of a petty tyrant. 
He had insisted upon searching their goods which were sent up coun- 
trv, and in levying exactions in that arbitrary manner which is espe- 
cially ofiensive to Englishmen. This was one of^ 
which Mr. Surman and Mr. Stephenson now hopeu to obtmn redress, 
and it was-therefore expected that the influence of Jaffier 
be exercised to the utmost to impede the success of the mission at 
Delhi. 

But to return to the narrative of the mission. For some 
not explained, the hottest part of the year had been chosen for the 
iourney. The envoys left Calcutta m April 1715, and reached 
Delhi on the 7th of July, after a three months 
report that they were carrying a large present to tlm Great mogul, 
secured them an escort from the Governors of the different provinces 
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through which they passed ; and they even travelled through the 
district of the Jauts, who at that time were regarded as the most 
dangerous of robbers, without meeting with any serious mischance. 
The day after they reached Delhi, they despatched a letter to Mr. 
Hedges, the Grover nor of Calcutta, from which we make the follow- 
ing extract : — 

“ Wo passed the country of the Jants with success, not meeting with much 
trouhle, except that once in the night rogues came on our Camp, but being 
repulsed three times they left us. We arrived at Phwordabad the 3rd instant 
(July), where we^were met by Padre Stephanas, bringing two seei^aws, which 
were received with the usual ceremony by John Surmanand Cojee Serhaud, 
The 4th we arrived at Baorapooia, three eoss from the city, sending the Padtes 
before to prepare our reception, tlwt if possible, we might visit the king the 
first day, even before we went to the house which was got for us. Accordingly 
the 7th in the morning we made our entry with very good order,* there being 
sent a Munsubdar of tvro thousand Mxmsub, with about 200 horses and peons, 
to meet us j bringing likewise two elephants and flags. About the middle of 
the city, we were met by the Seiad Sallabut Khan Bahadur, and were by him 
conducted to the palace, urhere we waited till about 12 o'clock till the king came 
out. Before which time we \net with Khan Dowran Bahadur, who received us? 
very civilly, assuring us of his protection and good services. We prepared^ for 
our first present, viz., 1001 gold Mohurs, the table clock set with precious 
stones, the unicorn’s horn, the gold escritore bought from Zoudee Khan, the 
large piece of ambergreese, the astoa and chelumgie Manilla work, and the 
map of the world. These, with the Honorable the Governor’s letter, were 
presented, every one holding something in his hand as usual, John Surxnan 
received a vest and Culgee set with precious stones; and Surhaudavest and 
Cunger set with precious stones likewise, umid the great pomp and state of 
the kings of Hindustan. We were very w'ell received ; and on our arrival at 
our house, we were entertained by Seiad' Sallabut Khan with dinner sufficient 
both for us and our people. In the evening he visited us again and stayed 
about 2 hours. The great favour Khan Dowran is in with the king gives us 
hopes of success iu this undertaking. He assures us of his protection, and 
says the king has promised us very great favours. We have received orders 
first to visit Khan Dowran as our patron ; after which we shall be ordered to 
visit the Grand Vizier and other Omrahs. We would have avoided this, if we 
could, fearing to disoblige the Vizier ; but finding it not feasible, rather than 
disoblige one who has been so serviceable, and by whose means we expect to 
obtain our desires, we comply with it.” 

On the seventeenth of the same month, Mr. John Sarman des- 
patched another letter to Governor Hedges, from which we make 
an extract showing the farther proceedings of the mission : — ' 

We have lately sent to your Honor the good news of our safe arrival here, 
the visit of the king, and the civil treatment we met with, ail which will with- 
out doubt be very welcome news. We have since visited several Omrahs, as 
the Vizier (Abdulla Khan) and Khan Dowran, and Tuckrnb Khan ; where we 
were received with all the respect that could be expected, and gives me some hopes 
that all will end well; but what gives me the most encouragement (for I am well 
acquainted these nobles, as long as they are expecting to get any thing are 
always complaisant) is that the methods we are at present taking is consistent 
and with the advice and counsel of Zowdee Khan; We visited that gentleman 
the 11th current, and met with the same treatment he has always given to 
KngHshmen, with the highest acknowledgments of the favours he has received 


354 


EmilBE MISSION FROM 


[ 1715 . 17 . 


-from them, that as yet lie had never been able to retaliate any o£ them, bnt 
hoped he had now an opportunity o£ doing something. He pressingly advised 
ns to do nothing withont the advice, counsel, and order of Khan Dowran (and 
the main instrument of our a:Sairs) Seiad iSallabat Khan ; that the turn ot 
affairs at the Durbar obliged us to it. This, which he told us by word of mouth, 
he wrote me when I sent your Honor’s letter to him. We are convinced he 
advises like a friend, and we are intent on the method, but at the same time very 
cautious, how wo any ways disoblige the Vizier ; we being very sure that ! 240 wdee 
Khan was very intimate there, sent and advised him wh^n we^ intended to visit, 
that he would use his interest for our better reception, intending to manage the 
Durbar by his means. He assured us that we might be satisfied as to the 
mportant Duibar. The good prospect wo have of our affairs makes Cojee Ser- 
haud very good humoured, and at present tractable, in hopes he sh^l obtain his 
promised reward and considered that every thing is comes to its crisis. I take 
particular care that he remains so, and as much as possible persuade every one 
vrith me to do the like ; which I fear gains me but little good will. But as paa- ^ 
sion must now be curbed, except we expect to be laughed at, we must be very 
circumspect in our actions and counsels.” 

Three days afterwards Mr. Surman and Mr Stephenson despatched 
another letter to Governor Hedges, complaining of the invalidity of 
their letters of credit, and the difficuHy they had in obtaining money 
■which they felt to be the mainspring of their negotiations. But 
before following the course of their proceedings, it may be as well to 
glance at the contemporary state of the Court at Delhi. 

The Moguls were Mtissulmans, but they were altogether a different 
race from t^he first Mahommedan conquerors of Asia. They were Tar- 
tars, whilst their predecessors were Arabs or Afghans. During the 
Afghan period the Mussulmans had established several large and 
independent kingdoms both in Hindustan and the Dekkaii. During 
the Mogul period, these independent kingdoms were brought under 
the supremacy of one sovereign — the great Mogul who reigned at 
Delhi. The Afghan supremacy dates back to the time of William the 
Conqueror. The Mogul period only commenced in the sixteenth 
century, about the time of Henry YIIL It reached its zenith in the 
reign of Aurungzebe, who conquered the last Afghan dynasties in 
the Dekkan, and who died in 1707, after having flourished from the 
time of Oliver Cromwell to that of Queen Anne. But at the very 
moment when the power of Aurungzebe seemed to extend from the 
Himalayas to Comorin, a new enemy had arisen. The old Hindoo 
"nationality flashed out in the Mahrattas, and the Mahrattas resisted 
Aurungzebe until the day of his death. From that hour the Mogul 
empire was on the decline. It became a prey to disorders of every 
kind, to wars without and wars within. It was threatened by the 
Sik^ on one side, and by the Mahrattas on the other. Meantime the 
icouhtry was desolated by internal struggles. No sooner had Aurung- 
sebe departed this life than his sons plunged into a desperate conflict 
lor the throne, which terminated in the death of all, save his fortunate 
puocessoE and survivor Shah Aulum. The latter died in 1 71 2, and then 
iiaaother conflict arose between his sons, which likewise terminated in 
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tbe death of all, save a drunken and depraved wretch named Jehandar 
Shah* The new sovereign was even too bad for Delhi. A sort of 
religious revolution was got up by two Seiads, or descendants of the 
Prophet, who were brothers; and after another desperate struggle 
Peroksere, a nephew of Jehandar Shah, was placed upon the throne. 

Feroksere was thus the reigning sovereign when the English 
Mission arrived at Delhi, His great aim was to escape from the 
thraldom of the two Seiads, through whom he had obtained the 
empire. These two Seiads have been amply rewarded. Their names 
were Abdulla and Hussein. Abdulla was made Vizier, and Hussein 
was made Bukshi, or paymaster of tbe forces. We may add that the 
Omrahs of the Court were as ready as their royal master to procure 
the ruin of the two Seiads. Amongst these must be especially men- 
tioned a particular favourite of the king, named Emir Jumla. But 
as we shall see, all their machinations and intrigues were defeated 
by the energy and genius of Hussein. 


The intrigues against the two Seiads were in full play at the 
moment of the arrival of the mission at Delhi, Emir Jumla had 
made an effort to separate the brothers, but without indicting any 
blow upon their power. Hussein had been raised to the rank of 
Oommander-in-Chief, and sent to reduce Ajeet Sing, Eajah of Mar- 
war ;-»-a Bajpoot prince, who bad rebelled during the recent troubles, 
and had likewise distinguished himself by destroying Mussulman 
mosques and erecting Hindoo pagodas. The Court party however 
was not ashamed to intrigue with this worshipper of idols. Accord- 
ingly, private advices were sent to the Eajah, assuring him that the 
king Feroksere would be infinitely obliged to him, if he would use 
his best exertions to resist Hussein. But this little plot proved a 
failure. Hussein triumphed over the Eajah, and the Eajah did not 
deem it expedient to sacrifice himself for the good of the Court party. 
Terms were concluded between the two in a manner worthy of a 
passing notice, notwithstanding the influence of caste prejudices, 
it had been the fashion throughout all the later conflicts between Mus- 
sulman and Hindoo, to cement every peace by a royal marriage ; that 
is, the defeated Eajah was persuaded, or constrained, to give one of 
his own blooming daughters as a bride to the Mussulman sovereign. 


It will have been seen by the extracts already made from the 
despatches, that the great friend of the English at the Court was an 
Omrah named Zowdee Khan, the same who bad carried on an 
amicable correspondence with Mr. Pitt, the former Governor of 
Madras. By his advice, the envoys endeavoured to obtain the favour 
both of Abdulla, the Vizier, and of the powerful nobleman named 
Khan Dowran. But Khan Dowran was a strong supporter of Emir 
Jumla, and a great enemy of the Vizier. This circumstance, and 
others which will be presently noticed, served to delay the negotia- 
tion of the English envoys for a very considerable period. 
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This custom was followed on the present occasion ; and the Eajak 
Ajeefe Sing gave nob only a large peiscush, buti promised also to 
give his youthful daughter to the king Feroksere. Hussein hurried 
back to Delhi with the welcome news, and was once again all power- 
ful at Court ; and Emir Jamla was compelled to retire to Patna 
and undertake the Government of Bahar. Feroksere however still 
fretted under the domination of the Seiads, and meditated upon 
the best means of escaping from, the constraint they imposed. 
At this juncture Hussein obtained the appointment of Viceroy of 
the Bekicau ; and about the same time the English Factors reached 
Delhi and were admitted to an audience. Three days afterwards 
however, they were astonished by the news that Feroksere bad left 
Delhi ; but the following extract from a letter wliich they addressed 
to Governor Hai-rison at Madras on 4th Augmst 1715, will sufficiently 
explain the state of affairs : — 

* Three days after our arrival here, the king left the city, under pretence 
of visiting a. sacred place, about 6 coss from thence. But the true reason (we 
are of opiniorj) was to clear himself of a land of confinement, which he thought 
he suffered whilst in the Port. Afterwards on the petition of his Omrahs to 
return to the city, the time of the rains being improper for travelling, he 
showed himself resolved to proceed either to Lahore or Ajmeer. Neither 
could all the arguments used avert his intended Journey. This startled us, 
and considering with how great trouble and risk we had brought the present 
thus far, and how to carry it on at this time of the year, we wore something 
at a stand. At last we concluded to give the gross of our present in, notwith- 
standing the king was abroad. But in delivering some of the fine clocks, they 
were ordered to be returned and kept in ^ood order till he came back to the 
city, he having now determined only to visit a sacred place about 40 cobs from 
Delhi ; after w^hich he would return. This stopped our presenting the remain- 
der of our goods, but we concluded that it was necessary to attend his Maje.sty 
in this tour. We now continue in the camp, leaving Mr. Stephenson and Mr, 
Philips to take care of what goods remain in the city ; and in case that tho^ 
king should proceed further, that they may concert measures to bring th<# 
goods after us. We are in this interval preparing petitions to be delivered to 
his Majesty, hoping we shall do something for our Honorable Masters that 
has not been yet obfeiined. The patronage and management of this negotiation 
is in the hands of the greatest favourite at Court, Ehan Dowran, and under 
him Seiad Sallabut Khan. Withal, we being no ways unmindful of an old 
friend Zowdee Khan, without whose advice, wo enter upon nothing. But he 
being at present in so low a station is not able to obtain the king’s ear. 
However we are satisfied that in whatever lies in his powei*, he does and will 
assist us, but particularly in the “Vizier’s Durbar. 

Hussein Ali Khan Bahadur Araeer-ul-Omrah is lately gone into the Dekkan 
country, having the entire command of all that part of his kingdom. Your 
Honors have undoubtedly heard how great he has made himself even to vie 
with the command of his imperial Majesty, as lately appeared in the ffisputes 
between himself and Emir Jumla whilst at Court, when he obliged his anta- 
gonist, contrary to the king’s desires, to remove from Court to Patna, whereby 
through the interest of Hossein, and his own mismanagement, he is quite 
ruined. WheMore we humbly recommend a very good eorrepondence with Hus- 
sein. Otherwise, whatever we shall be able to do here will be of very little 
service before Mm,” 
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Another pleasant intrigue awaited Hussein Ali in the Bekkati. 
lOmir Jumla had been sent to Patna to undertake the Government of 
Bahar, at the time that Hussein had set out for the Dekkan. Before 
leaving Delhi, Hussein had assured the king, that if any mischief 
were aimed at his brother Abdulla, he would be at Delhi within 
twenty days to avenge him. But the blow was aimed not at Abdulla 
blit at Hussein. Our old friend Dawood Hhan had been appointed 
Governor of Guzerat ; and he was instructed to pick a quarrel with 
Hussein and cut him off if possible. The further progress of affairs 
is fully illustrated in the despatches. On the 31st August, 171 5, 
Messrs. Surnam and Stephenson wrote as follows : — 

'‘We have advices here that Hussein Ali Khan and Dawood Khan are come to 
a rupture in Barrampore, so that it is likely a battle will ensue, the latter having 
engaged many of ^ the Dekkan country to his party. It is whispered at this Court 
that this is a design laid to involve Hussein Ali Khan in trouble, and retrench 
his grandeur which of late has not been very pleasing. 

J' The king proceeding no further than Paniput,^ returned to the city on the 
15th, but being a little disordered in his health has not made any public appear- 
ance. So that we have not had an opportunity to deliver the remaining part of 
our present, or commence our negotiation, which shall be done by the Isfc 
proximo.” 

. On the 6th of October, the envoys wrote to Governor Hedges as 
follows ; — 

** We designed to have presented our petition on the first good opportunity 5 
but his Majesty’s indisposition continuing, and Mr. Hamilton having undertaken 
to cure him, it has been thought advisable by our friends, as well as by our- 
selves, to defer deHvering it till such time as it shall please God that his Majesty 
an some measure returns to his former state of health. Which advice, we intend 
to follow, considering that, whilst he is in so much pain, it can be but a very 
indifferent opportunity to beg favours of him. ^ The first distemper the Doctor 
took him in band for, was swellings in his groin, which thanks be to God he is 
in a fair way of curing ; but within these few days last past he has been taken 
with a violent pain, which is likely to come to a fistula ; it hinders his Majesty 
from coming out, so naturally puts a stop to aU manner of business, wherefore 
must have patience per force. 

Your Honors will have heard of the death of Dawood Khau in the Dekkan, 
slain in a battle with Hussein Ali. (This was a desperate conflict, in which a 
matchlock ball struck Dawood at the moment when victory had declared on his 
side.) This has given a great deal of uneasiness to this Court, it being quite 
otherwise laid by the king and his favourites ; and that which was designed for 
Hussein All’s ruin, has proved a great addition to his former glories. The king 
at first seemed to resent it to his brother Abdulla, who not taking it so patiently, 
as he expected, he has altered his resolution to sending Hussein Ali Khan a 
Seerpaw and other marks of favour. We have advised in our letters to the 
Governor and Council of Madras to have particular regard to the friendships of 


The shrine of a Mahommedaii saint of great repute, and famous in history as 
- the scene of two of the greatest battle sever fought in India ; viz., that which 
overturned the Afghan dynasty and established the Mogul emperors in 1525 § 
{tod that which nearly crushed the Mahrattas in 1761. 
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that great Omrali j otherwise whatever we shall be able to do here for that coast 
will be of little service, unless backed with his favour/' 

The despatches are here silent upon a point of considerable inter- 
est. The king laboured under a disease, which was not only painful 
in itself, but which prevented him from completing his marriage 
with the daughter of the defeated Rajah. After some months Dr. 
Hamilton sticceeded in curing him ; and according to the popular 
story the gratitude of the sovereign was unbounded. Peroksere is 
said to have promised to grant any favour which Dr. Hamilton chose 
to ask ; and we are told that the generous surgeon requested no 
rewards for himself, but simply asked that the requisitions of the 
Company might be complied with. The king it is added, immedi- 
ately granted this favour, and also directed that all the fees of ofOlce 
should be remitted. Ho such story however appears in the des- 
patches ; nor indeed is it likely that the envoys would have given 
prominence to a fact, which was calculated to deprive them of all the 
personal credit which would otherwise have accrued from their suc- 
cessful negotiations. The following extract of a letter to Governor 
Hedges, dated 7th December, 1715, contains all they had to say 
upon the matter. 

We write your Honors the welcome news of the king's recovery. As a clear 
demonstration to the world, he washed himself the 23rd ultimo, and accordingly 
received the congratulations of the whole Court. As a reward for Mr.„ Hamil- 
ton's care and success, the king was pleased on the 30th to ^ve him in public, 
vis5^, a vest, a culgee set with precious stones, two diamond rings, an Elephant, 
horse, and 5,000 rupees ; besides ordering at the same time all his small instru- 
ments to be made in gold, with gold buttons for his coat and waistcoat, and 
brushes set with jewels. The same day Oojee Serhaud received an Elephant and 
vest as a reward for his attendance on this occasion. 

“We have esteemed this as a particular happiness, and hope it will prove 
ominous to the success of our affairs, it being the only tiling that detained us 
hitherto from delivering our general petition. So pursuant to the orders w© 
received from Khan Dowran, the king's recovery was succeeded by the giving 
in the remainder of our present (reserving a small part only till the ceremony of 
his marriage should be over) ; and then delivered our petition to Khan Do-wran, 
by his means to be introduced to his Majesty. Seiad Sallabat Khan, who has 
all along managed our affairs under Khan Dowran, being at that instant, and 
some time before much indisposed, we were obliged to carry it onrselves ; not 
without taking care to have his recommendation annexed. Since the delivery 
Oojee Serhaud has been frequently with Khan Dowran, to remind him of intro- 
ducing it to his Majesty ; but has always been informed, no business can go 
forward till the solemnization of the Idng’s wedding is over, when he has pro- 
mised a speedy despatch. All offices have been shut up for some days, and all 
business in the kingdom must naturally subside to this approaching ceremony, 
so that we, cannot repine at the delay. 

“ The Bajpoots are likely to receive great honor by this wedding; the king 
having consented to all their desires in respect to the ceremonials ; and this 
evemng goes on his throne attended by 'his whole nobility on foot, to receive his 
spouse. All the Eort and Street, through which he passes will be made res- 
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plendent witli inntimerable lights ; and in fine all will appear as glorioua as fche 
riches of Hindoostan and two njontiis indefatigable labour can provide.” 

We are surprised that we cannot find in the despatches any farther 
notice of this celebrated marriage. According to Mnssniman his- 
torians, the festivities on the part of the bride were conducted by 
Hussein Ali, and ‘‘ the marriage was performed with a splendour 
and magnificence till then unseen among the sovereigns of Hindus- 
tan. Many pompous insignia were added to the royal train upon 
this occasion. The illuminations rivalled the planets, and seemed 
to upbraid the faint lustre of the stars. High and low shared the 
festivity, and joy thrilled through the veins of alL The Emperor 
Feroksere came to the palace of Hussein AH, where the ceremony was 
performed ; after which, he carried the princess in the highest splen- 
dour of imperial pomp to the citadel, amid the resoundiugs of musical 
instrument and acclamations of the metropolis.* 

It was now to be expected that the cure of the king by Dr. Hamil- 
ton, would have led to a speedy consideration of the petition ; but 
no snob good fortune happened to the embassy. The king’s marri- 
age, and the general dilatoriness which prevailed, — every Omrah at 
the Court being far too much occupied in plotting and intriguing to 
pay any attention to the petition of the Feringfaees, — led to a delay 
which threatened sometimes to imperil the success of the mission. 
On the 8th January, 1716, the envoys wrote to Governor Hedges 
as follows : — 

** As to the course of our negotiations, we can give but a very slender account 
of their progress ; for although our affairs are fallen into the patronage of one 
of the most able men in this Court to despatch them, if he pleases, yet his dila- 
tory methods of proceeding are such as must make us pursue our designs with 
patience for the present. Our petition is returned, after having passed the 
examination of the books ; the next that follows will be the idag’s signing j 
after which we shall take care to give your honors a particular account of it. 

^^We have lately been surprised with the Mug’s designs of departing from 
this place, but God be thanked he is delayed for some days at least. We shall 
make the best use we can of the delay, if possible, to effect our business before 
his departure, but which we cannot rely on. 

Two nights ago Emir Jumla arrived in this place from Bahar, attended by 
about 8 or 10 horsemen, much to the surprise of this city ; for it is but at best 
supposed that he has made au elopement from Bis own camp for fear of his sol- 
diers who mutinied for pay. The particulars of all which we are not yet ac- 
quainted with, nor what reception he is like to meet with from his Majesty.” 

On the lObh March, 1716, Messrs. Surman and Stephenson again 
wrote to Governor Hedges as follows : — 

Your Honors will doubtless have heard by flying reports the troubles that 
have possessed this place for the past month, occasioned by the coming of Emir 


^ Scott’s History of the successor of Aurungzebe. 
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Jumla and all liis forces, as it is said mthoxit the king’s order. All the Tartars 
mutinously joined to demand their pay, which they gave out they would force 
either from the Yizier or Khan Dowran, This was eortainly the grounds of 
gathering forces oh all sides, the Yizier himself ha.viug not less than 20,000 
horse ; all which continually filled the streets and attended him wheii^ ho wont 
to the king. Khan Dowran and the rest of the Omrahs, with their forces and 
all the kings Tope Oonna, kept guard round the Fort for about 20 days. The 
Yizier was obstinately bent not to pay the Tartars any thing, without very parti- 
cular examinations and accounts to he made up for the plundering^ the town of 
Patna ; which conditions the Tartars did not think to comply with till such t ime 
as they found the Yizier was not to he bullied ; when they seemed to he willing 
to come to a composition, which was effected by breaking their party, and the 
king’s orders for Emir Jumla’s procedure forLahoi^e. The king ordered Chick* 
lis* Khan to go and see Emir Jumla out of the city ; divesting him of all hh 
posts at Court, as also of his Munsul, Jageers, &e,, with his glorious additional 
titles, which are ordered for the future never to he used. It is the general ^ 
observation of this city, that this has only been a scheme laid if possible to ” 
entrap the Yizier, and take away his life ; but he has been so continually on his 
guard, that nothing could he effected. So once more all is calmed, much to his 
(the Yizier’ s) Honors, and the entire disgrace of all Tartars in general ; they 
being almost all turned out of service, a few great ones excepted. Emir Jumla 
is now 20 coss off this place in his way to Lahore, at present without any Munsul 
or post. But it is reported he will enjoy the former by the King’s favour. 
These troubles occasioned the shutting up all the Outcherries for tMs month, 
so that no business could possibly go on ; in which ours met the same fate, with 
the rest, being just in the same state as a month ago. Khan Dowran very fre« 
quently promises that he will make an end with all possible expedient ; but he 
is such a strange dilatory man, and withal inaccessible, that we have occasion 
to summon the utmost of our patience. There is no help for it, for with all 
this 'dilatoriness, he is the only reigning man in the King’s Durbar, so that we 
hopo he will at last consider and for his own honor see us handsomely despatch- 
ed with ail full grant to all our petitions. 

The great rebel Gooroo (Bandu the Seikh) who ha« been for these 20 years 
so troublesome in the Subah-ship of Lahore, is at length taken with ail his 
family and attendance by the Subah of that province. Some days ago they 
entered the city laden with fetters, his whole attendants which were loft alive 
being about 780, all severally mounted on Camels, which were sent out of the 
city lor that purpose, besides about 2,000 heads stuck upon polos, being those 
who died by the sword in battle. He was carried into the presence of the king, 
and from thence to a close prison. He at present has his life prolonged with 
most of his Mutsuddies, in hopes to get an account of his treasure in the several 
parts of his kingdom, and of those that assisted him, when afterwards ho will 
be executed for the rest. There are 100 each day beheaded. It is not a little 
remarkable with what patience they undergo their fate, and to the last it has 
not been found that one has apostatised from the new-formed rcligiont,” 

It is scarcely possible to conceive of a more wretched state of 
affairs than that depicted in the foregoing extracts. The leading 

* This man afterwards became famous as Subah of the Dekkan, under th® 
name of ** Hizam-ool-Mulk.” 

t This religion was a sort of compound of Hindooism and Mahommodamsm, 
in which the leadbg doctrines of both were reconciled by a strange kind of 
compromise. 
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events are already known to the historical student ; but these notices, 
written on the spot by Englishmen who were probably eye witnesses 
of many of the scenes they describe, seem to bring the events more 
clearly to our eyes. The revolt of a Tartar army in the streets of 
Delhi is bad enough; but that terrible procession of 780 Sikh 
prisoners, with two thousand bleeding heads elevated on poles, is 
something too terrible to contemplate. We may add that the whole 
780 were subsequently beheaded on seven successive days. We learn 
from Elphinstone that Bandu the chief was reserved for greater 
cruelties, He was exhibited in an iron cage, clad in a robe of cloth 
of gold, and a scarlet turban ; an executioner stood behind him with 
a drawn sword ; around him were the heads of his followers on pikes, 
and even a dead cat was stuck on a similar weapon to indicate the 
extirpation of everything belonging to him. He was then given a 
dagger, and ordered to stab his infant son ; and on his refusing, the 
child was butchered before his eyes, and its heart thrown in his face. 
He was at last torn to pieces with hot pincers, and died with unshaken 
constancy, glorying in having been raised up by God to be a scourge 
to. the iniquities and oppressions of the age.” 

Bat to proceed with the story of the English mission. The follow* 
ing extract from a letter dated 2lst March 1716, is a singular des- 
cription of the procrastination which generally pervaded the Court of 
the Mogul. 

“ We have frequently eomplaiued to your Honors of the strange dilatonness- 
of our patron Kha,n ’Dowmn. He is never known to sit out in public, and 
return answers to any manner of business ; so that what can he said to him in 
the way from Ms apartment to his palankeen, is all that can be got ; which is so 
ver;^ little for a man of a great business, that many days pass before an oppor- 
tunity can be had even for the least answer ; and that his own servant, 8eiad 
Salabut Khan, who has the management of our affairs under him, and is as inti- 
mate as any one with him, can do as little that wa,y as other people. Wherefore 
the main part of all our business has been managed by notes. This has been a 
great occasion of the dilatoriness of our afeirs ; all which we were obliged to 
bear with abundance of patience; still having very fair promises that our 
business should be done to our satisfaction. Nay Khan Dowran himself, very 
often both by word of mouth, and in several notes, promised to do it, A few 
days ago when Serhaud went to pay his respects as usual to Khan Dowran, and 
put him in mind of our petition, he was very surprizingly asked what petition ? 
** Have not I done all your business?” To which Cojee Serhaud answered ; 
but the time and place not allowing of a further explanation, he got into Ms 
palankeen and went away. This strange forgetfulness made us in very pathetic 
terms enquire of Salabut Khan, what we mght expect after so many promises 
of having our business effected to our satisfaction, when we had so long and 
patiently waited, and been at so great an expense, to be thus answered “was very 
surprizing, . and what we did not nor could not expect in the least. We were 
answered that daily experience might convince us of the strange carriages and 
forgetfulness of that great man. Still bidMng us not to despond, hut that every 
thing would go very well after so many fair promises as we before had received. 
This gave us but small satisfaction, and the rather made us the more inquisitive, 
which gave us this further light, viz*, that Khan Dowran had been advised by hm 

31 
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own Mntsaddies that it was not his business to persuade the Icing to sign oxxv 
petition, hut that it was hotter to get the Tizier to advise the king what things 
wore proper to be granted ns. We were in hope that in case wo would have got 
those petitions granted us by the means of Khan Dowran, that after’wards the 
Tisier would not gainsay it, as at least by a little bribery it might have passed. 
There has boon several endeavours made to got an opportunity to speak with Khan 
Bowran so as to convince him ; but more has been procurable. Wc fo^r the 
petition in this interim may be gone in, and will come out signed by the ViKier 
as before mentioned. 

Yesterday the king contrary to the advice of the Yizier, and purely on his 
own will, went ont a hunting ; and all the Omrahs to thoir tents. The place at 
present mentioned is about 18 coss off ; but God knows what mn,y be the designs 
of it, or where he will march to. This obliges us to follow him to-morrow or 
next day, leaving Mr. Edward Stephenson and Philips behind to take care of 
the Honorable Company’s effects hero. Should the petition come out signed 
as above mentioned, we shall be obliged to make a now address to the Vissior ; 
which will not only protract this negotiation, but must lay us open to a denial, 
and at the best very expensive. We shall advise your Honors as soon as we 
have any hopes of success (which God send) or what we shall be obliged to 
recede from.” 

It 'v^onld be useless to inquire into the various motives which 
induced Khan Bowran to band the English embassy over to the 
Yizier Abdullah. Sometimes it was supposed that the bribes to the 
subordinate officers had been insufficient; sometimes that Khan 
Bowran was desirous of escaping from the responsibility of advising 
the king. One rumour reached the ears of the English envoys, and 
seems to have been more likely a catise than any of the others. 
It was said that the mysterious disease with which the king had 
been attacked the preceding year, had again made its appearance, 
and threatened to become annnal ; and that the king had given 
private orders that the business of the embassy should be delayed, 
in order that he might retain the services of Dr. Hamilton. Mean- 
time the results were most unfortunate to the embassy. Mr. Sur- 
Bian and Mr. Stephenson, strongly objected to being handed over to 
the Yizier as the ** cast-oH favourites” of Khan Bowran. At this 
joaoment an incident occurred, which so plainly illustrates the dis- 
orderly state of the Court,’ that we extract the account from one of 
the despatches, dated 20th April, 1716. 

Whilst the king was encamped 14 coss from Belhi in order to hunt, there hap- 
pened a quarrel between the people of Khan Bowran and Mahamud Amilkhan 
as they came from the Burbar ; which, after their masters got into their tents, 
aided in a downright fight, herein they fired with small arms, bombs and great 
guns for about 2 hours, notwithstanding the Idng’s repeated command to for- 
bear, yet was it at last made up after about 100 men wore killed and wounded. 
The king was hi^ly displeased with the liberty they took, and resented it to 
both of them. But the munsal of all the actors took the trumpet from his 
favourite ; who was not admitted to his presence for three days, and threatened 
much moT^e, Bui at present all is made up and his Majesty again reconciled 
to them*’ ^ 
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The story of the delays which followed in accomplishing the btisi- 
ness of the embassy, would be somewhat amusing were it not also 
interminable. Khan Dowran was at last induced to stir himself ; 
but again the envoys were disappointed, for their petition was only 
in part granted, and then was only signed by the Dewan. At length 
the news reached the Court that the English at Bombay intended to 
withdraw from Surat altogether in consequence of the oppressions of 
the Mogul Governor of the district j and feai’s were entertained that 
the English fleet would immediately appear in those seas, and retaliate 
upon the Mogul ships, as it had done on a previous occasion. This 
intelligence appears to have had an extraordinary effect. The Viiaier 
Abdulla, began to take an active interest in the petition ; and accord* 
ingly he is mentioned in the despatches as the good Yizier.” AH 
the forms of a royal firmaun were gone through as rapidly as could 
be expected. The petition was signed without any further demur, 
by the Yizier, and finally by the king Feroksere. But when the royal 
firmaun was an accomplished fact, and the envoys prayed to be per- 
mitted to return to Calcutta, another dilBdoulty arose. In consequence 
apparently of another unaccountable exhibition of dilatoriness on the 
part of their patron, Khan Dowran, they could not obtain permission 
to leave Delhi. At length even this difficulty was apparently sur- 
mounted, and the envoys were admitted to a farewell audience with 
the king. But the event is best described in a letter addressed by the 
envoys to Governor Hedges, dated 7th June, 1717. 

“ The 23rd ultimo, John Surman received from his Majesty an horse and 
Cnnger, as was pre-appointed ; and the 30th uit. we were sent for by Khm 
Dowran to receive our despatches, which we had accordingly j a Seerpaw and 
Culgee being given to John Sui'man, and Seerpaws to Serhaud and Edward 
Stephenson, as likewise to the rest of our companions. "We were ordered to pass 
one by one to our obeisance ; then to move from the Dewan. We did so. But 
when it came to Mr. Hamilton’s turn, he was told the king had granted him a 
vest as a mark of his favour, but not for his despatch. So he was ordered up to 
his standing again. Whilst he was^ performing this the king got up. We were 
highly surprized at this unexpected" motion, not having the least notice of it till 
that minute, either from our patron or anjr of authority ; it being near a twelve 
month since Mr. Hamilton had been in private with the Majesty, and in all this 
time not the least notice taken. We were very much concerned at Ms detain- 
ment, and the more because we were assured of his firm aversion to accepting the 
service, even with all its charms of vast pay, honour, &c. j that if the king did 
detain him by force, if he outlived the trouble of his esteeming imprisonment, h© 
might be endeavouring at an escape, which every way had its ill consequences. 
To free qur Honorable Masters from any damages that might accrue to them from 

t he passionate temper of the king, our patron Khan Dowran was applied to for 
eave, twice or thrice; but he positively denied to speak or even have a hand in 
this business, till our friend Seiad Sallabut Khan had an opportunity to lay the 
case open to him, when he ordered us to speak to the Vizier, and if by any means 
we could gain him to intercede that he would back it ; nay if the Tizier refused* 
he would make one effort for the doctor himself. Nay Sallabut Khan promised 
to convince the king himself in case of any delay, pursuant to our patron’s direc- 
tions. We made a visit to the Vizier the 6th instant, and laid the case open to 
him in a petition from Mr. Hamilton, of how little service he could he without 
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any physic, la..nguage or experience in the country tnedieiues, or their names j be- 
sides which the heart breaking distractions of being parted for ever from Ms wife 
and children would be insupportable, and entirely take away his qualifications for 
the king’s service ; that under the favour of his Majesty’s clemency, with the 
utmost submission, he desired that he might have leave to depart with us. From 
ourselves we informed the Yizier that we should have esteemed this a very great 
honour, but finding the Doctor under these troubles not to bo persuaded, we -vvero 
obliged to lay the case before his Majesty, atid we humbly desired he would use 
his intercessions to the king, that his Slajesty might be prevailed upon to despatch 
him. The good Vizier readily offered to use his utmost endeavours 5 and since 
the case was so, the business was to gain the Doctor’s despatch without displeas- 
ing the king ; and he ordered a petition to be drawn up to his Majesty in the 
same form as that i^ven to himself. It was sent him and the Vizier was as good 
as his word j writing a very pathetic address to his Majesty, enforcing hl'r. 
Hamilton’s reasons, and backing them with his own opinion, that it was better to 
let him go. The king returned an answer which came out the 6th as follows ; 
since he is privy to my disease, and perfectly understand his business, I would 
very fain have kept him, and given him whatsoever he should have asked. But 
seeing he cannot be brought on any terms to be content I agree to it ; and on 
condition that after he has gone to Europe and procured such Medicines as are 
not to be got here and seen his wife and children, he return to visit the Court 
once more, let him go. We hope in God the troublesome business is now blown 
6ver.” 

Bnoh then is the history of this enrious embassy. We leave onr 
readers to moralize upon the contrast of those days with the present; 
and merely conclude our narrative, by dismissing the dramatis per- 
sonse. Dr. Hamilton died of a putrid fever soon after his return to 
Bengal; and a curious anecdote respecting his memory was told to 
Jonathan Scott, the. translator of Ferishta, by the celebrated Warren 
Hastings. The emperor Feroksere was not satisfied with the account 
of Hamilton’s death, which he received from the Governor and Goimci! 
at Calcutta. Accordingly he sent an Ofiioer of rank to Calcutta to 
examine the truth from the Natives, whose solemn testimony and 
that of the Europeans were carried to the emperor. This circum- 
stance was afterwards engraved on the tombstone of the deceased sur- 
geon. The other English envoys returned in safety to Calcutta, and 
we trust “ lived happy ever afterwards.” The end of the principal 
actors in the Mogul Court forms a part of the tragical history of the 
times. Three years after the visit of the English embassy, Feroksere 
was suddenly placed under confinement by the two Seiad brothers. 
Abdulla and Hussein; but the story of his death belongs to a future 
chapter. ^ During the succeeding reign Hussein was assassinated by 
the connivance of the then sovereign; and shortly afterwards Abdulla 
was also thrown into hopeless captivity, and bis life is said to haxm 
been only spared out of respect for his descent from the prophet. 
Thus ends our story of the English embassy from Calcutta to Delhi 
a jcentury and half ago. 

4... — . 


, CBIJKPTEK XXIX- " ■ 

GOYERNORSHIP OP MR. JOSEPH COLLET. 

Mr. Collet succeeded Mr. Harrison as Governor of Madras on the 
8th of January 1717. His administration only lasted three years, 
for on the 18th of January 1720, Mr. Collet retired in his turn, and 
was succeeded by Mr. Francis Hastings. The annals of those three 
years, 1717-20 are marked by events, which are well worthy of pre- 
servation. The English at that time possessed, a great many slaves, 
and accordingly two Charity Schools were erected for the children 
of those slaves. Then again the reception and proclamation of the 
Firmaun, granted by the emperor Feroksere to the English envoys 
at Calcutta, was evidently regarded as a most important affair ; and 
it is interesting to note the ceremonies and rejoicings which took 
place on the occasion. We have also a lively account of some serious 
and sharp fighting which took place respecting the possession of the 
out'Villages which had been guaranteed by the Firmaun ; together 
with notices of various incidents which serve to enlarge our picture 
of those primitive but stirring times. 

Before however we proceed with the annals of Madras, it will be 
necessary to briefiy explain the position of affairs in Southern India. 
Sadatulla Hban was still Nabob of Arcot ; but Cheen Huiich Khan, 
better known as the Nizam-ul-Mulk, had been recalled from the 
Dekkan, and the Seiad Hussein All Khan, had been appointed in his 
room. Hussein Ali, as Subah of the Dekkan, thus exercised supreme 
authority over the whole of Southern India in the name of the Mogul 
emperor Feroksere. 

We shall now place our extracts before our readers in chronologi- 
cal order. The first refers to a curious case of forgery, one however 
which appears to be more common in our own times than in the gene- 
ration which has Just passed away. 

" Thursday^ Uh A^ril I7l7. — ^The President acquaints the Board 
that on Monday in the afternoon, Captain John Powney having made 
a complaint to him of Mr, John Bichardson, writer in the Honorable 
Company's Service, for counterfeiting his hand, by drawing out a 
false* invoice of goods ; pretending to have sent them by the said 
John Powney on ship ** Britannia” to Siam ; writing a receipt on the 
bottom of said invoice, and counterfeiting Captain Powney's name 
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thereunto. That he, the President, had upon the said John Pichard- 
son^s acknowledging of the fact, closely confined him to his room. 
The said invoice, with another note, whereunto Eiohardson forged 
Mr. Benjamin Walker's hand, being given to Soondrum, a Conaca- 
pily, in pawn for the sum of 200 pagodas lent to Eiohardson ; Soon- 
drum is called in, and produces the true notes to the said John 
Eichardson; who being shown the same, and asked whose hand- 
writing the notes were of, and the names signed thereunto, acknow- 
ledged both the notes and the names to be of his own handwriting ; 
only excusing himself, by saying he was greatly put to it for money, 
and hoped to have recovered his notes before they were due. The 
said John Eichardson being thereupon ordered to withdraw, the Board 
came to the following resolutions in relation to him. 

‘‘ That he be immediately discharged from the Honorable Com- 
pany's Service ; that he be close confined to the cock house, and sent 
for Great Britain (with the consent of his creditors) by the first ship; 
and the Secretary is ordered to endorse the said John Eichardson's 
true counterfeited notes on the back side of tbem,declaring they have 
passed this Board's examination, and are found to be forged." 

The next extract explains itself* 

Monday^ 2Qth Aprit — ^The President reports to the 'Board, that 
be has been acquainted with very great inconveniences which the 
soldiers suficer, by being obliged to give their whole pay to the 
Steward of the Hospital, for sustenance during the time of their 
continuing sick in it ; and being also obliged to pay half a pagoda 
per month towards their clothes, as many months as they stay in the 
Hospital for recovery of their healths. By paying so many half 
pagodas, they of course become in debt, which is so great a hardship 
upon them, that when they leave the Hospital, the payment of the 
debts they thereby contracted takes away great part of what they 
should buy provisions with. To avoid which, many poor fellows have 
ruined their healths rather than go into the Hospital to be cured, 
when their distempers have been but in their infancy. 

“ Ordered that for the future the soldiers be obliged to pay the 
Steward m more than two pagodas per mensem for sustenance, dnring 
the time they continue in the Hospital; it being found upon a scrutiny 
into the matter, fully sufficient to furnish the men with good pro* 
vifiions.” 

The next extract refers to a piece of immorality we should have 
hesitated to publish, were it not curious as illustrating the light in 
which such proceedings were regarded five or six generations ago. 

Monday, May , — Petition from Benjamin Skinner, Serjeant at 

Tizagapatam, complaining of Thomas Wilford, Factor in the Honor* 
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able Company’s Service for having nsed too much familiarity wifch 
his wife ; as fully appears by the deposition he now produces, taken 
upon oath before Mr. Eobert Symonds, Chief, and Mr. John 
Emmerson, Second of Gounoil at Viaagapatam, which is entered 
after this consultation. 

Agreed that the said Thomas Wilford be sent for up from Vissaga* 
patam, and that he be suspended the Honorable Company’s Service 
till their pleasure be known concerning him,” 

The deposition of Stephen Whinship taken before the Chief and 
Council of Tizagapatam. 

‘‘The deponent declares upon examination in the case between 
Benjamin Skinner and his wife Anne, that he, the above said Stephen 
Whinship, with his wife, Mary, inhabiting in the house with the 
above said Benjamin Skinner and his wife Anne ; that Mary the wife 
of deponent did tell him her husband, that Anne the wife of the above 
said Benjamin Skinner held a familiarity and an unallowable com- 
munication with Mr. Thomas Wilford, one of the Eight Honorable 
Company’s Factors ; and that said Mr. Thomas Wilford used to climb 
over the wall at unreasonable hours, and enter into the apartment 
of Anne, wife to the above said Benjamin Skinner ; which the deponent 
taxing her with, and threatening to acquaint her husband of her evil 
practices, when she with tears confessed the fact, entreating him to 
conceal it from her husband’s ears. Afterwards, upon some differ* 
ence between the wives of the deponent and the above said Benjamin 
Skinner, Mary the wife of the deponent revealed it to the above said 
Skinner.” 

Our next extract is far more pleasing. It refers to the erection 
of the two Charity Schools for the education of the children of the 

, slaves. 

“ Monday f 27 th May . — The President lays before the Board a paper 
of proposals delivered him by Mr. Grundler, one of the Danish Mis- 
sionaries lately arrived from Tranquebar, for erecting two Charity 
Schools in this city. It is agreed that liberty be given for erecting 
two Charity Schools, one for Portuguese in the English town, 
and another for Malabars in the Black Town. The proposals are as 
follows : — 

1, Whereas the slaves belonging to the English Inhabitants of this 
place have a great many children, who have no manner of care taken 
of them, but are kept entirely ignorant of the Christian Religion ; it 
is humbly proposed that a Charity School be erected, wherein such 
poor children shall be taught to read and write the Portuguese lan- 
guage (which is the only one they understand) and be fully instructed 
and trained upon practical knowledge of religion and the true doc- 
trines of the Gospel. 
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2, Thera being some reason to hope that the knowledge oi Christi- 
anity may also be propagated among the Natives of this country, it 
is likewise proposed that a Malabar Charity School be erected iu 
some convenient place in the Black Town, for instructing poor 
children in the principles of Religion, and to teach them to read, 
write, and cast accounts, after the way and manner used among the 
Malabars. 

8. That these two Schools be allowed the protection and patro- 
nage of the Honorable Governor and Council, without whose consent 
and approbation nothing of moment relating to the said Schools shall 
be transacted. 

4 That the immediate care and directions of the said two Schools 
shall be committed to two or more Trustees, to be appointed by the 
Honorable Governor for the time being. 

5. That leave be given to such Trustees to build or buy two School 
houses, one for the Portuguese School within the English town, and 
another for the Malabar School in the Black town. 

6. That what money, gifts or legacies shall be given by Charitable 
persons for the support of the said two Schools, or either of them, shall 
duly be registered by the Trustees in a book to be kept for that 
purpose. 

7. That the Trustees shall have power to make what particular 
orders and regulations shall be found necessary for the better man- 
agement of the said two Schools, provided that said regulations shall 
be approved of by the Honorable Governor and Council.” 

We now come to the all-important event, the reception and pro- 
clamation of the imperial Firmaun. The history of the embassy 
from Calcutta to Delhi, by means of which the Firmaun was obtain- 
ed, has already been given in the preceding chapter. 

Wednesdcc'^f 2iih July , — This day being appointed for proclaim- 
ing the Royal Firmaun or charter, granted by the Great Mogul 
King Feroksere to the Honorable English East India Company, for 
enjoyment of several privileges iu his dominions (received from 
Bengal the 21st instant,) the following orders for the ceremony are 
to be observed. 

All the Soldiers of the Garrison are to be upon doty, and one 
company to be drawn up under arms before the Fort gate. 

'‘The Mayor with all the Aldermen and city officers to attend on 
horseback at the Fort Gate, where the Firmaun will lie in the Gover- 
nor’s state palankeen, till the Governor comes down and orders 
the Secretary to read it in the English language, and the Chief 
Dubash in the Moors and Gentoo languages, in presence of all the 
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inbabifcanfcs of the city. After which, the palankeen with the Firmaun, 
attended by the Mayor, Aldermen, city officers on horseback, a 
company of foot soldiers, all the English with music, are to move 
forward down Charles Street to St. Thomas^ Gate, where the 
Eegistrar is to proclaim His Majesty Firmaun, From thence to 
proceed to the Sea Gate, proclaiming it there ; and soon to the 
Middle Gate repeating the proclamation over again-; from which 
Gate the Mayor, Aldermen and city officers are to return to the 
Governor in the Fort, and the Firmaun to be carried forward from 
this Middle Gate through the Black Town to Attapollium Gate in 
manner following ; viz. First the Pedda Naik, or watchman of the 
city, to be on horseback with all his Taliars and the country music, 
then one company of the English Guards, next two trumpets, after 
which the Chief. Dubash on horseback, the palankeen with the 
Firmaun guarded by six Serjeants after him ; and then all the Moors 
and Gentoo merchants on horseback close after the palankeen to the 
aforementioned Attapollium Gate ; where the Chief Dubash on horse- 
back is to hold up theEoyal Firmaun, and proclaim it by expressing 
himself in the following words : — 

This is His Majesty Xing Feroksere’s Royal Firmaun, wherein he 
confirms to the Honorable English East India Company all former 
grants and privileges, enjoyed by them heretofore; and further 
grants many new privileges, with the possession of several lands in 
many parts of India, with such favour as has never before been 
granted to any European nation. 

Then he, the Chief Dubash, is with the retinue to go out at the 
said Attapollium Gate, and enter the town at Tom Clarke's Gate, 
proclaiming the Royal Firmaun a second time there ; aud thence to 
proceed within the town at Bridge Foot Gate, in order to proclaim it 
a third time; and from the said Gate to return to the Choultry, where 
the Taliars and Black Music are to stay without, and the guards with 
the Dubash and palankeen to return to the Fort and deliver up the 
Firmaun to the Governor ; the Black merchants being permitted on 
foot to attend it back from the Choultry gate: and for the more 
regular management of this solemnization the following orders were 
delivered the Gunner of the Garrison for discharging his part of 
the ceremony : — 

To Mb. Feans Hugonin, Gunnbe, 

As soon as the Firmaun is read before the Governor, at the Fort 
Gate, you shall begin to fire from St. Thomas Bastion, and proceed 
from thence to the Westward and on the Horthward till you come 
round to the said St, Thomas Bastion ; and then to continue firing 
round the walls of the Black Town to the numbers of 151 guns. As 
soon as the fire is gone round the White Town, Captain Matthew 
Martin, Commander of the “ Marlborough/' must take up the fire ; 
and when he has done, all the Europe Ships in the road must fire one 
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after another ; and the country ships, upon the Europe Ships finish- 
ing, to fire altogether as fast as they can ; the ships being handsomely 
dressed out with their colours and steamers* 

‘^When the Governor and Company come to the garden at Tiffin, 
the Governor will begin the MoguTs health, when you must begin to 
fire from the Garden points and continue the fire round the town to 
the number of lOl guns; after which you are to prepare against 
Dinner to fire 101 guns at King Geoi'ge’s health, 51 guns at the Prince 
and Princess and Boyal Families’ health, and after Dinner 31 guns 
for the Hoaoi''able Company’s health ; the ships in the road to fire at 
drinking the Mogul’s and King George’s health, in the same maimer 
as they did upon proclaiming the Eoyal Firmaun. 

After the ceremony of proclaiming the Firmaun in the English 
and Black Town was over, the Honorable President with the Gentle- 
men of Council proceeded to the Garden house through the Black 
town, attended upon by all the Gentlemen of the city on horseback 
with handsome accoutrements ; where all they, English, Poi*tuguese, 
Armenian and Moors Inhabitants, were splendidly entertained at 
Dinner; and the day concluded with feasting of the soldiers, with 
tubs of puuch, and a bonfire at night ; and the Black Merchants, to 
show their joj at the Honorable Company’s receiving so much favour 
from the Mogul, made abundance of fireworks upon the Island.” 

The nest extract refers to the projected occupation of Divy Island, 
off Masnlipatam, by the English. Possession had been granted in the 
Firmaun, but some difficulties rose in the way. The extract is chiefly 
interesting as illustrating the feelings of the Natives towards the 
English of that period. 

Monday, 26th The President delivers to the Board a trans- 

lation of their letters fromMasulipatara, one by Cunsum Pera, who had 
been formerly Chief Dubash to the New East India Company there, 
the other from Khan Oolonoo Bnggawan, an eminent Brahmin in 
those parts, advising and pressing us to take speedy possession of 
Divy Island, They both agreed that all the inhabitants wait impa- 
tiently for us, and that we may depend upon having an accession of 
people from the ^continent ; the inhabitants being very desirous of 
living under the English Government, and that there are ali-eady 
eighteen towns and villages upon the Island. 

** After full debating the matter, it is agreed that Cunsum Pera be 
sent for hither to give us a more full account of the state of affairs 
there ; that he be taken into the Company’s Service and employed in 
that business ; and that in the meantime, the President do give orders 
for providing all necessaries ready for taking possession of Divy 
Maud/* • 
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The following extracts exhibit the operation of the imperial Fir- 
maun, as regards regaining possession of the out-villages, 

Monday^ ^nd Septemher . — The President produces translates of 
letters from the Nabob Sadatulla Khan, Sunka Bamab, and our spj 
Brahmin at Arcot, relating to the demand he bad made of Trivatore 
and other villages lately granted by the Boyal Firmaun. The Nabob^s 
letter is wrote in general terms, with a great many compliments, but 
refers to Sunka Bamah and the spy Brahmin for an answer to the 
business in hand. They both advise that in conversation the Nabob 
told them, he could not deliver up possession of the villages without 
seeing the original Firmaun, but that he was desirous to maintain 
good understanding with the English. 

“ On a full consideration of the m^itter it was agreed that the Presi- 
dent should write to the Nabob, rendering him thanks for the 
assurances of his friendship and favour, and acquainting him that 
21 days after this date, he designs to take possession of the said 
villages ; and together with his letter to send the present, usually 
made upon a new President’s accession to the Government of this 
place ; which has been suspended so long, that we might be assured 
of the Nabob’s keeping his post ; which has been very unlikely, and 
if a new Nabob had been established, we should have been obliged to 
have given ic over again. The sum agreed on is 600 pagodas, and 
one piece of superfine scarlet cloth to the Nabob, and 200 pagodas 
with some cordial waters to Ducknaroy, the Nabob’s Secretary and 
Son-in-law, who has the chief management of his. affairs. To whom 
also it was agreed the President should write a short compliment. 
It is further agreed that the President do write to Sunka Bamah to 
make the several presents ; and at the same time to acquaint the 
Nabob that it is an express grant in the Boyal Firmaun, that neither 
he, nor any of the king’s officers, should demand to see any of the 
original papers ; but that copies, duly attested by the Cazi, shall be 
a sufficient claim on our parts for the several privileges and grants 
bestowed upon us ; and that himself and all other officers are obliged 
to yield obedience to such attested copies.” 

Thursday, 19th September , — The President proposes to the Board 
the taking possession of Trivatore, dsc., (five villages granted the 
English Company by the Mogul) on Monday and Tuesday next, and 
begin with Trivatore, and in case of opposition (which is hardly 
expected) to repel force by force.” 

Monday, 2Zrd September.-— Early this morning the Honorable 
President (attended by most of the Gentlemen in the place) set out 
for Trivatore, whereof he took possession, stayed there and dined and 
returned in the evening, having in the interim taken possession of 
two more villages. 
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** Tuesday, 2Ulh Sepiemher, — Early this morning Mr. Richard 
Lordon set out with a party of men, and took possession o£ the two 
other villages without any opposition, and returned about noon,** 

Sunday, 2Wi September. — The President represents that this 
morning he has received advices from the ISTabob’s Court at Arcot, 
and from Peersada at Poonamallee, that the former would not accept 
of the 500 pagodas present, we had sent to Sunka Ramah for that 
purpose ; and that leas than 1,000 would not content him. That Peer- 
sada had stopped the roads to this city from Poonamallee, and would 
not permit merchandize, or the common necessaries of firewood, &o., 
to be brought into Madras ; and thac he had sent to Diaram, the 
Head Renter of the country under Hussein Ali Khan, for assistance 
to distress us further. 

** On mature deliberation upon these advices it was agreed to make 
the Kabob’s present 1,000 pagodas for the following reasons. 

First, that we might divide the interest of the country Grovern- 
ment about us, and thereby prevent their joining together to dis- 
tress us. 

Secondly, the present last made by our late President amounted 
to that value, and might give them the fairer pretence to demand the 
s^ame now. 

** Thirdly, the present is conditional on his giving a letter confirm- 
ing to us the peaceable possession of the villages we have lately 
taken.*’ 

** Wednesday, ^th October. — The President produces a letter which 
he received from Diaram yesterday, wherein the said 'Diaram 
demands by what authority we have taken possession of Trivatora 
and the other villages; and adds that unless we have a suunud 
under Sadatulla Khan’s seal or Seiad Hussein Ali Khan’s Perwauna, 
to warrant our so doing, we must restore the villages to his order. 

** The President’s answer to the aforesaid letter is also read, signi- 
fying to the said Diaram, that what we have done in relation to the 
villages is by virtue of his Majesty’s authority ; and that we will not 
give up our just rights on any pretence whatsoever, but on the con- 
trary will defend them to the utmost of our power. The President’s 
conduct on this occasion is approved by the Board. 

“ The President likewise communicates to the Board a letter which 
he lately received from some of the inhabitants of Divy Island, press- 
ing him to despatch the Deputy Governor thither with all speed, to 
prevent the countries being laid waste by Apporrow the Renter, who 
is now plundering the inhabitants, as apprehending their desertion 
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from him upon the arrival of our people there. The Presidenl/n 
answer to the said letter is also road and approved; encouraging 
them as much as possible to wait with patience till the rains. are over, 
when they may expect the Deputy Governor with a sufficient force to 
rescue them from the oppressions of xlpporrow and to redress their 
grievances. 

Wedmsday^ I6th October, — The President communicates to the 
Board a proposal which was made him by Snnka Eamah and the other 
late joint Stock merchants, to rent the five new villages granted by 
the Pirmaun, viz., Trivatore, Satangodu, Catawaucha, Yezallawarrow 
and Lingambauca at 1,200 pagodas per annum for 12 years. Where* 
upon the yearly amount of that Kevenue being examined into, when 
the said villages were granted the Honorable Company in President 
Pitt’s time, and found to be just the same, it is agreed that they be 
let to the aforementioned persons for 12 years, at 1,200 pagodas per 
annum ; and that the Secretary do prepare a lease against next 
consultation.” 

Diaram the Head Eenter was not disposed to see the villages taken 
out of his hands, without making an efEort to force Governor Collet 
to give him a present. The following extracts in reference to these 
proceedings will be found very curious. 

Friday f l8th Oc^oSer.— The President acquaints tho Board that 
he has just now received advice from Trivatore, that Diaram’s son 
has entered that town with 250 horse and 1,000 foot, and had cut 
down our flagstaff and posted himself in the town. He adds that in 
the morning a Brahmin belonging to Diaram had been with him ; 
and after a very long haraiigue wide of his purpose, delivered his 
errand, which was to demand a present of 1,000 pagodas to Diaram, 
in consideration of which he would quit all pretensions to the villages 
we were possessed of. He declared withal that unless we would 
comply with that demand, Diaram’s forces would take possession of 
them the next day. It appeared in fact that the forces were on their 
march to Trivatore whilst the Brahmin was delivering his message. 

The President then proposed to the Board to consider whether 
we should comply with their demands of money in order to buy a 
peace ; or whether we should tamely sit down with the aflEront they 
had given us in cutting down our flag, and wait to see how much 
farther they would proceed ; or whether we should make a vigorous 
charge with our forces, and endeavour to drive them out of the town 
by force of arms. 

“ After mature deliberation it appeared to be the unanimous opinion 
of the whole Board, that we should endeavour to drive the enemy out 
of Trivatore by force, for the following reasons. 

Firsti that Diaram has no pretence to make any demands on u^ 
on account of the said town ; that we are not directed by the Pirmaun 
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to demand possession of them from him, but from the ITabob ; his 
business being only to collect the rents for Seiad Hussein Ali Khan ; 
and that to give him money upon this occasion would be a precedent 
for him to make demands on any other, or perhaps without any 
pretence, whenever he should think fit. 

** Secondly t that to sit down quietly without resenting the aj3;roni, 
would but encourage the enemy to proceed to greater injuries ; and 
give them reason to apprehend that we were doubtful of our own 
strength, and must submit to whatever terms they should think fit 
to impose on us. 

** Thirdly t our men having of late been pretty well disciplined, and 
being now completely officered, we do not doubt their being able to 
drive the enemy out of the town and maintain the possession ; which 
we hope will have so good an effiect as to deter them from attacking 
ns rashly again. 

Agreed that the direction of the Military be left to the Governor 
singly.*' 

“ Monday, October . — The President reports that after closing 

the consultation on Friday evening, he held a consultation with the 
military officers; the result of which was, that he gave orders to 
Lieutenant John Koach to draw out 150 men of the Garrison, to be 
in a readiness to march by 2 o'clock in the morning of the 19th to 
Trivatore ; that he should endeavour to enter the town about break 
of day, and if he found the enemy there, to attack them immediately, 
and endeavour to drive them out of the town, and to keep possession 
of it till further orders. The President adds that about 9 o’clock in 
the morning he received advices from Lieutenant Roach, that he had 
entered the town exactly at tbe time appointed, and found the enemy 
in possession; but that after about an hour’s dispute he had obliged 
them to. quit the town and take to tbe plains. That after this they 
' made some attacks, but were constantly drove back ; and Lieutenant 
Boach pursuing some of them to the plain, saw a fresh body of horse 
coming from the northward, which he then guessed by view to be 
about 500 in number. On these advices the President ordered 
Lieutenant Fullerton to draw out 100 men more of the Garrison, and 
with a sufficient quantity of provisions and ammunition, and two 
field pieces, to march immediately in order to join Lieutenant Eoach. 
By 12 o’clock at noon all things were in a readiness, and Lientenant 
Fullerton began bis march. In the meantime the President ordered 
the militia of the town to be raised, who took possession of the 
White town; while the out-guards were strengthened by the re- 
mainder of the Garrison ; and Gunner Eugonin, with tbe Governor’s 
Horse Guards (being six in tbe whole), were ordered to patrol about 
the Washer town and Tondore, to prevent the enemy from burning 
or plundering on that side. At Z o’clock in the afternoon, the Pre- 
sident received further advices from Lieutenant Roach, dated half 
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an hour after 1 2, advising that the enemy had kept skirmishing with 
them till near that time, but then were all drawn off, and marched 
towards Satangodu, after he had recovered the Flag Sta£f, and Flag, 
which he again hoisted in the middle of the town. Soon after 
arrived further advices that Lieutenant Fullerton had joined Lieu- 
tenant Eoach with his body, and that the enemy were marched o:E 
to some mile distance. On which the President sent order to Lieute- 
nants Eoach and Fullerton to march back in the evening or early 
the next morning ; it being difficult to supply them with necessaries 
at that distance. They returned the same evening, and arrived ah 
Fort St. George about 8 o^clock. 

It appeared that on Lieutenant Eoach's entering the town the 
boors were not prepared to receive him, presuming we durst nob march 
out of the reach of our own cannon. As soon as he gained the middle 
of the town, he saluted them with three vollies which did some exe- 
cution. As fast as they (the enemy) got into order, they possessed 
themselves of the Avenues which are numerous, and endeavoured to 
regain the middle of the town ; it being a very large square contain- 
ing a Tank and a Pagoda; but in about a hour's time they were obliged 
to quit the town and take to the plains, though they afterwards made 
several attempt to re-enter the town but were obliged to retire about 
noon. 

In the whole action, which lasted about six hours, there was not 
one man of our Garrison killed or wounded by the enemy ; one only 
of our Europeans was shot in the arm by bis comrade's error in firing; 
three of our peons were slightly wounded, but none killed. The enemy 
left in the place one camel, 6 horses killed ; six horses were taken alive 
by our men. Five men only of the slain were left, the rest being 
carried away ; so tbat we do not know the certain number, but suppose 
there might be about 10 or 12 killed in the action. 

** The President adds that he received advices yesterday from Poona- 
mallee, that when the enemy had marched about 3 miles from Triva- 
tore towards Poonamallee, they encamped and continued there till 
9 o'clock at night; and then marched one hour (contrary to their 
custom) without lights ; fearing,. as it appeared, to be attacked in the 
night ; for when they thought themselves out of reach of pursuit, they 
light their duties and proceed on their march towards Poonamallee, 
Advices from thence further adds that Diaram's son, who commanded 
the party, was shot through the shoulder-blade and his life endan- 
gered ; tbat the commander next to him had several balls in his thigh ; 
that thirteen more of their men were wounded, and eleven horses, 
besides one camel and two horses which dropped on the road. 

The President concluded that this great success without any loss 
must, next to the blessing of God on the justice of our cause, bo 
ascribed to the good conduct of Lieutenant Eoach, who had posted 
his inen in such a manner that the enemy was not able to make any 
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attack without certain loss to tbemselves, as at the same time they 
were o liable to do us the least injury. He, therefore, proposes to the 
Board to consider of some honorary reward to be given Lieutenant 
Eoacbj who to his former merit at Fort Bt. David, has added this new 
and eminent service. 

Agreed that in consideration of Lieutenant John Eoach’s former 
services at Fort St. David, for which the Honorable Company have in 
their letters ordered him a gratuity, which has never yet been given, 
and also in consideration of Ids eminent service at Trivatore on the 
19th instant, in defeating the enemy, with so much loss on their side, 
and without the loss of one man in ours ; — that the President by bis 
Commission constituted Lieutenant John Koach, Major of all the 
Honorable Company’s forces on the Coast of Coromandel and Island 
of Sumatra; and that a Gold Medal, with the Honorable Company’s 
arms set round with diamond sparks, with an inscription on the 
reverse suitable to the occasion, (the value about 300 pagodas) be 
given him. 

“ Agreed that his pay as Major be 20 pagodas per mensem. 

Agreed that it be left to the discretion of the President to order 
smart money to the wounded, and some gratuity to the inferior offi- 
cers, who^all behaved themselves very well in the engagement,” 

Thus ended this " gallant little affair, which must have created no 
small excitement amongst the denizens of Fort St. George. 

The following story of a spy is very curious as illustrating the life 
of an adventurer in the olden time. 

Friday^ 7tlh Fehmary . — The President informs the Board that he 
had for sometime past kept one Francisco Ferera, a pretended Doctor, 
close prisoner in the Fort, on an information he had received that the 
said Doctor had performed the part of a spy, and given information 
of our circumstances to the Moors during our quarrels with Diaram, 
That as to his personal character, he had formerly been a Jew in Italy, 
and Constantinople, and at Grand Cairo ; and that in the latter place 
he turned Turk, and married and had children, who now reside there. 
That he has been sometime in these parts, and professing himself a 
Christian, married a Portuguese woman an inhabitant of this city 
The President adds that he has been very much solicited to release 
the prisoner, who is not capable of doing any further hurt with respect 
to Dmram. He proposes to consider whether the prisoner may not 
be ir&ed on giving security for his behaviour, and that he shall not 
go out of the English bounds without leave of the Governor. All the 
circumstances being considered, it is agreed, that on giving good 
security as above, that the said Francisco Ferera be discharged from 
hil imprisonment. 

■ " The prisoner proposing one Francisco Gregorio, an inhabitant of 
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this place of some substance, to be bound with him in the penal sum 
of 1,000 pagodas for his good behaviour it is ordered that the Secre- 
tary make out a bond accordingly. 

The next story of a murder gives us an insight into the .working 
of the police peons under the Pedda Naik. 

“Monday, 9th June 1718. — The President reports that some Gnzerat 
Merchants had been with him this morning, to advise him that one 
Privadee a Surat Merchant, Inhabitant of this place, was found this 
morning with his servant hanged in his own house, and that it was 
suppos^ they had hanged themselves. That on this information he 
had ordered the Secretary, in the presence of the Company’s mer- 
chants and the Gnzerat merchants, to take an account of the deceased s 
effects and secure them for his relations. 

« Wednesday, Uth June.— The President acquaints the Board that 
yesterday morning he had discovered that Privadee and his servant, 
who were supposed to have hanged themselves, were murdered by 
robbers, who Ld carried oH a very large booty m money ; that he had 
immediately given out orders for a strict search after the murderers ; 
and that iust now three persons were brought before him, charged 
with that murder; that the case being extraordinary, he had summoned 
them together to hear the examination of the prisouers, and such 
witnesses as should appear against them. 

The prisoners and witnesses, with a considerable number of the 
principal inhabitants, Europeans and Natives, were called in ; and the 
money and iewels which had been taken by the prisoners from Prmdee 
were produced, having been taken in possession of the several 
prisoners to the amount of five or six thousand pagodas. 

“ On a full appeared to the whole Board that there 

was sufficient reason to putthe prisoners upon trml for their lives for 
murder and robbery ; ftiid it was accordingly agreed that they should 
be tried in the Mayor’s Court according to the charter, and that an 
order be given the Mayor in the following manner. 

On a fall examination of Cadojee, Perseram, and Kisnados, who 
stand charged with the murder of Privadee and his servant on the 
niffht hptwppTi eighth and ninth instant, and several other witnesses 
mloLnS that |nrder,-we do end Ml and sufficient cause to put 
the said Cldoiee, Perseram and Kisnados on trial fortheir lives -, and 
in order therito, we do hereby authorize you, the Worshipful John 
Legg,Esq., Mayor, to summon a Court to-morrow, being the 12th 
instant, for the trial of the said prisoners, and to acquit them, or on 
their oraviotion of murder and robbery, to condemn them to suffer 
death in such as shall seem to you most proper to deter 

others from crimes. 
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Short work was made of these gentlemen, for two days afterwards 
we find the following significant entry. 

Friday i \Ztli June , — This morning about 9 o’clock Cadojee, Fer- 
seram, and Kisnados were executed upon the Island/’ 

This event directed the attention of Governor CoIleFs attention to 
the inefficiency of the Pedda Naik. We extract the proceedings at 
length. 

Monday, lih July , — The President reports to the Board that 
Pedda Naik, the chief Watchman of the town, has forfeited his Cowle 
by open and notorious transgressions of every part thereof ; that he 
is become utterly incapable of discharging the duty of that post, hav- 
ing by his extravagance rendered himself unable either to maintain 
a sufficient number of Taliars to watch the city, or to make good any 
losses that shall happen as by the Cowle he is obliged to do ; that 
through bis incapacity as a watchman to discharge his duty, frequent 
robberies have happened of late, and one instance of what is unusual 
in these parts of a merchant and bis servant murdered in their own 
bouse by robbers* The President added that if a speedy stop was not 
put to this mischief it would increase upon us till it become past 
remedy, 

‘‘ The Cowle was then read, and the violation of every part thereof 
by Pedda Naik was notorious to the whole Board. 

** The Pedda Naik being called in, and acquainted with the senfci- 
ments of the Board on his conduct, was asked if he bad any thing 
to say in his own defence. He only replied that he was not able to 
do befcter, and left himself to the judgment of the Board. 

“ Agreed that Pedda Naik, chief Watchman of the city, having 
forfeited his Cowle, and being incapable of performing the duty of 
bis office, be dismissed the Honorable Company’s Service. 

“ Agreed that Koonugoree Timapa, Naik of the same caste and 
family with Pedda Naik, be constituted chief Watchman of this city 
of Madras, under the same obligation of duty, and with the same 
privileges and revenues as the former enjoyed. 

Agreed that the revenues from the Sea' Gate, Choultry and Bazaar 
appropriated to the Watchman, be to the end of this month carried 
to Pedda Naik account, they being mortgaged to the corporation ; 
and the beginning of the next month delivered up to the new Watch- 
man ; and that all these other revenues be immediately delivered up 
to the new Watchman.” 

Towards the end of the year 1718, Governor Collet appears to have 
concluded a definite arrangement with Sadatulla Khan, Nabob of 
Arcot, as regards possession of the out-villages. The following 
extacacfcs will sufficiently explain the matter. 
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Motidd^/f 10/Ji November 1718. — The President represents to the 
Board the present state of affairs with respect to the country Govern- 
ment ; that he has been for sometime past, as they know, threatened 
with forces from the Kabob, in case he would not deliver up Triva- 
tore and the villages granted by the Pirmaun. But that for about a 
fortnight past the Nabob had by some of his agents begun privately 
a treaty of peace with him. The first terms that were offered were 
that the villages should be delivered into the hands of Sunka Eamab 
till a sunnud could be procured from Seiad Hussein Ali Khan ; which 
being rejected by the President, the Nabob proposed that the Presi- 
dent should write to him in general terms to this purpose ; viz., that 
he had taken possession of the village by virtue of the king’s grant, 
and that the Company would give orders to return the king thanks 
for his bounty, and to procure a sunnud from Seiad Hussein AH 
Khan. If not that the Nabob was at liberty to act as he should 
think fit. To which the Nabob was to answer, that if the Company 
procured a sunnud from Seiad Hussein Ali Khan, it would confirm, 
the peace between us. The President adds that the sum insisted on 
for presents is 2,000 pagodas for the Nabob, and 1,000 pagodas for 
Ducknaroy his Secretary, and prime minister ; of which he proposes 
1,000 to be paid out of the tax levied for building the choultries, and 
the other 2,000 out of cash. The President further adds that he has 
not yet returned an answer to this proposal, being willing first to 
know the sentiments of the Board concerning it. 

** After mature deliberation the whole Board unanimously agreed 
that the President should accept of the Nabob’s proposal, and make 
peace with him accordingly, for the following reasons. 

First Hereby we fully assert our right to the possession of the 
villages by virtue of the King’s grant, without entering into any 
engagements of receding from that right, even though a sunnud 
should not be obtained. 

Secondly. That three years time of settled peace (as far as such a 
thing can be with the Moors) is hereby gained, and thereby time 
sufiScient for the Honorable Company to give their orders for our 
future conduct. 

Thirdly, We hereby assert the Honorable Company’s right to all 
the grants made in the Firmaun, in w-hich that of f)ivy Island is 
included. 

Fourthly, By making peace on these terms, we effectually pre- 
vent all future demands upon us on account of our new fortifications 
. on the Northside of the Town, and of our fortifying Egmore, which 
used to be always esteemed a ground of complaint and oanse of 
quarrel. It also prevents all claim on account of the goods recovered 
out of the wreck of the Ship Success,” and the manner of our 
doing it, that is by open force. A peace being once concluded with- 
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ouii smy claim on these accounts, there can be no pretensions raised 
on them hereafter. 

The President then told the gentlemen of the Board tha,t this 
negotiation required the utmost secrecy till it was effectedo Besides 
that, though he does believe the Nabob to be in earnest, yet the 
Moors so much affect a mysterious conduct, that it is not to be 
depended on till perfected. It being very usual for them to enter 
pn a Treaty when they design a surprizing blow. He added that to 
prevent any danger of that kind, he had placed a sufficient Garrison 
in Egmore Fort, and doubled the guards at all the Choultries ; and 
that he had employed several spies in the enemy’s camp as well as 
in the country round about/* 

Monday, IMh Becemler. — The President reports to the Board 
that this day the peace concluded with the Nabob was fully ratified ; 
that Aga Mogheen, who had negotiated that affair with jhim, came 
to the Garden about 10 o’clock this morning with two elephants, 
fifteen horses, and about three hundred peons ; that one of the ele- 
phants carried a chair of state with a canopy, in which sat two per- 
sons who brought two Seerpaws for the President, with a perwanna 
in answer to the letters wrote sometime since, expressing the 
Nabob’s agreement to the terms of peace, and desiring a sunnud 
might be procured from Seiad Hussein AIL Khan as soon as it oonld 
be done conveniently. The Nabob sent also a horse which Aga 
Mogheen delivered to the President. The solemnity was greater 
than nsual on the occasion on the Moor's part. We received them 
with a body of nearly 500 men in arms ; all the Honorable Company’s 
servants and most of the inhabitants being present, with great num- 
bers of the Natives, The presents being received, the Nabob’s health 
was drank and 31 guns fired.” 

During this year Governor Collet was engaged in a long and 
troublesome inquiry into the conduct of the Governor of Sumatra, 
who by irregular proceedings had brought on a war with the Sultan, 
which bad terminated in the forced retirement of the English. The 
particulars would afford but little interest to our Madras readers ; 
but the following certified statement of the inhuman conduct of an 
English supervisor at this time, furnishes such a sad picture of tho 
atrocities which occasionally occurred, that we cannot pass it over. 
The entry is to be found in the consultation book of 14th August, 
"1718; but the event itself had taken place at the beginning of the 
year. The statement is as follows. 

** To whom it doth or may concern, 

** This is to certify that on Sunday the 2nd of February 1718, beforo 
noon, came on shore at Bantall, Mr. James Morris (supervisor from 
the Malborough) some thing in liquor. After dinner, he beingidriink, 
he sent for two of the men prisoners of war out of the cock house ; 
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when haviu^ asked a few questions, he ordered them down upon the 
parade, himself attending, where be ordered one of them to be be» 
headed first, and then the other inhumanly to have his fingers and 
tbumbs hacked off joint by joint, and at last bis head cut off; after 
which, or next day, he obliged Sultan Cutcheel to sign their, death 
warrants ; in attestation of which we have hereunto set our hands 
this 9th day of August 1717 in Madras. 

Benjamin Graves. 

Eobekt Wynn. 

Augustus Wynn. 

Robeet Baeket/* 


XXX. 

GOVERNOBSHIP OP MR. JOBE PH COLLET. 

(Continued.) 

1719—20. 

The closing year of Mr. Collet’s governorship seem to have passed 
tranquilly away ; and the domestic incidents which occurred at Madras 
thus present a sti-iking contrast to those tragical revolutions at Delhi 
which were heralding the fail of the Mogul empire. In a previous 
chapter, we noticed the state of the Court at Delhi in 1715-17, when 
the Unglish embassy was despatched from Calcutta to the emperor 
Feroksere. We now purpose to bring out in bold relief the contrast 
already indicated. First stringing, together the concluding annals 
of Madras under Governor Collet ; and then taking a glance at the 
contemporary events which were being enacted in the empire of the 
Mogul. 

Our first incident is simple enough, and the extract will explain 
itself. 

Monday y Uli January, 1719. — Augustus Burton, who came out in 
the Honorable Company’s Service upon the “Mary” the last year, on 
his coming on board the ship brought with him clandestinely a young 
man, named Edmund Massey, his brother-in-law ; without permission 
of the Company or Captain, who was ignorant of it till the ship was 
under sail, when it was too late to send him ashore. The Captain, 
.since his arrival from Bengal, applied to the President for permission 
to carry the said Edmund Massey back again to England, to prevent 
his having to pay the penalty for bringing out any passenger to India 
without the Company’s permission, which he is obliged to by his 
charter part}'. But the said Edmund Massey, having likewise request* 
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ed to be entertained in the service here as a writer, and being a sober 
lad and capable of businessj— it is agreed that we do give Captain 
Hobben a permission to leave him here, and that he be admitted into 
the service till the Honorable Company’s pleasure can be known 
concerning him.”^ 

Our next extract illustrates the peaceful state of the relations 
between the Government of Fort St. George, and Sadat ulla Khan, 
the Nabob of the Carnatic. 

** Wednesday t lUh Fehmary^-^-The President represent to the 
Board that Ducknaroy, who is Prime Minister to the Nabob Sadujbulla 
Khan, and Pyre Khan the Nabob’s General, came to St Thome last 
Saturday, with a body of 400 horse aud 1,000 foot, in order to perform 
a religious ceremony of washing in the sea at the time of the Sun's 
Eclipse the next day; and that he (the President) had sent the 
Company’s black servants and merchants to welcome him into this 
part of the country, and to sound the inclinations of Ducknaroy, 
whether he was inclined to accept an invitation to see the Fort ; and 
that he had received a very civil answer from Ducknaroy and Fyre 
Khan, with assurances of their friendship, and an intimation that 
they were inclined to give him a visit. 

‘'These two persons having the greatest influence both in the 
direction and in the execution of the Nabobs’s affairs, it is thought 
convenient to receive them in such a manner as may establish the 
good understanding between us and them begun on making the 
peace ; and that presents be made them in such a manner as may be 
most acceptable to them to the amount of 1,000 pagodas ; that they 
may be admitted into the White Town with 20 palankeens, 100 horse 
and 200 foot ; that the President receive them at the foot of the stairs 
in the inner Fort, and lead Ducknaroy into the Consultation Boom ; 
that 51 guns be fired by the Fort ; and then taken up by the ships ; 
that on his departure out of the White Town the same number of 
guns be again fired, and taken up by the ships also; that the Secre* 
tary and Captain Fullerton be sent to St. Thome to invite them to 
come into Town to-morrow morning." 

“ Thursday, lUh February . — About 9 o’clok this morning Duck- 
naroy, the Nabob Sadatulla Khan’s Prime Minister and favorite, 
together with Fyre Khan his General, entered the Town with 100 
horse and 200 foot (in pursuance to the invitation) and came to pay 
a visit to the President. They were welcomed into Town with 51 
guns from the Fort and afterwards from the “ King George’' and 
other ships in the road with a proportionable number. The President 
attended by the gentlemen of Council, covenanted servants and* 
most of the inhabitants of the place, conducted them into the Con- 
sultation Boom, where the Nabob’s health was drank, and after 
a short confabulation, they took their leaves (being saluted with 51 
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guns from fcbe Forfc and afterwards bj the ships as above) and went 
to a house in the Black Town prepared by Sunkah Bamah for their 
reception ; where they were sumptuously entertained at the Honora- 
ble Company's Expense till 5 o’clock in the evening, when they went 
to take a view of the Garden house and from thence returned to St. 
Thoml.” 

The following incidents are so simple that we leave the records to 
tell their own story. 

^'Monday, 2Zrd Fehr uary, 17 19. — The President acquaints the Board 
that being informed several Patan Merchants were come from Bengal 
on a ship bound to St, Thome, he had used means to induce them to 
settle at Madras and to land their goods here ; that he had prevailed 
with them, on condition they had a cowle granted exempting them 
from paying the Pagoda or Musqueet duty. They alleged that to 
pay to the Pagoda would be contributing to the promoting of idolatry ; 
and that they cannot consent to contribute to the Musqueet in this 
place, which belongs to a different sect of Mahommadans. 

Agreed that in consideration the granting such a cowle will be 
no detriment to any part of the Honorable Company’s revenues, but 
on the contrary will increase them by the addition of foreign Mer- 
chants becoming inhabitants, such a cowle be granted them.” 

Thursday t February , 1719. — ChinnaChetty, one of the Chetty 

Caste, was brought before the Board and charged with the breach of 
the law made the 7th February 1717, for preventing disputes and 
differences between the several castes ; wherein it is provided that 
all the several castes shall, on their public festivals and solemnities, 
make use of St. George’s ffag and no other. In violation of which 
law the said Chinna Chetty did hoist a Gentoo flag at Trivatore on 
Sunday last. He confessed the fact, but pleaded ignorance of the law, 
which could be true ; that law having been promulgated with the 
utmost solemnity, being affixed to all the gates of the town for some 
months, and made on so remarkable an occasion as the desertion of 
the Chetty Caste. 

The Board, not being informed of the criminars circumstances, 
fully agreed to defer pronouncing sentence till the next consultation ; 
designing, if he be a man of some substance, to impose a proportionate 
fine upon him ; otherwise to inflict a corporal punishment and turn 
him out of the bounds ; it being necessary to make an example of such 
offenders on the first breach of that law ; the preservation of which 
is so requisite to prevent all disturbances that may otherwise arise 
on caste affairs. 

** Monday, 2nd March, — The President reports to the Board that 
according to agreement in last consultation, he had enquired into the 
circumstances of Chinna Chetty, and found him incapable of paying 
a fine which would be large enough to deter others from committing 
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the like oleiiee. Wherefore fche Board ga'^^e sentence that he should 
stand in the pillory for the space of an hour the next choultry day, 
with a label before him to signify his offence, and that then he be 
expelled the bounds/’ 

The next incident is particularly interesting, as illustrating the 
growth of religious toleration in the English Settlement at Fort St. 
George. Some of our readers will remember that in the year 1680, 
when Mr. Streynsham Master was Governor of Madras, the inter- 
marriage of Protestants with Roman Catholics had excited the at- 
tention of the English Government ; and the two English Chaplains 
being taking into Council, the following atrocious order was forth- 
with promulgated. That upon the marriage of a Protestant with 
a Roman Catholic, both the parties to be married shall solemnly 
promise before one of the Chaplains of the place, before the Banns 
shall be published, and also in the Chapel or Church upon the day 
of marriage, that all the children by them begotten and born, shall 
be brought up in the Protestant religion.” How this narrow-minded 
regulation worked for the benefit of the Protestant religion, will be 
gsShered from the following circumstances which transpired some 
thirty years afterwards. 

Thursday, 2nd Aprik 1719. — ^The President represents that the 
Portuguese Priests of St. Thome had very lately taken the liberty 
to marry some English people belonging to this city without leave ; 
which practice he apprehended to be of dangerous consequence; 
many of the young Gentlemen in the Company’s Service being of 
good families in England, who would be very much scandalized at 
such marriages as were likely to be contracted here, without the 
consent of the President ; particularly that one Crane, late Chief 
Mate of our ship “ Palconbridge,” was married to a Frenchman’s 
daughter of this place on Sunday last ; and in order to it renounced 
the Protestant religion, which he had professed all his life till within 
a few days before. The other was one Button, an ordinary fellow, 
who was married a week before at St. Thom6 to Ann Ridley, whose 
father was formerly Governor of the West Coast. Her small fortune 
being in the hands of the Church, the minister, as one of her 
guardians, refused his consent ; on which they went to St. Thome, 
and found a priest to marry them there. The President adds that, 
to show .his resentment of such a practice, he had ordered the 
Mettos not to suffer any of the Portuguese Padres, belonging to St. 
Thom6, to come into the English bounds. He further proposed to 
the Board to consider of some proper orders to be given for pre- 
venting the like practices for the future. After some consideration, 
it was agreed that an order be published in the English and Portu- 
guese languages, and put up in writing at the Sea Gate and at the 
Portuguese Church, that if any Christian inhabitant of Madras shall 
be married in this city, at St. Thom^ or elsewhere, without leave from 
the President ; that if he be in the Company’s Service he shall be liable 
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to sncb penalfey as we shall think fit ; but if the person so ofEendiog 
shall not be in the Company’s Service, and only a free m^chantor 
inhabitant of the Town, he shall be expelled the English Government 
on the Coast of Coromandel. Also* any parent consenting to, or 
promoting such marriage, without leave as aforesaid, shall be liable 
to the like penalty of expulsion.” 

Monday, 6th April , — The President informs the Board that on a 
full enquiry into the marriage of the Mate Crane, mentioned in laso 
Consultation, he finds that the said Crane had been bred a Protestant, 
and continued to profess a Protestant religion till within a few days 
of his marriage ; and then the woman whom he married refused to 
have the ceremony performed in the English Church, because all 
Boman Catholics married there are obliged to subscribe a declaration 
that they will bring up their children in the Protestant religion, by 
an order of Council, dated the 25th of March 1680; and that on her 
refusal there to comply with that obligation, he had renounced the 
Protestant religion and declared himself a Boman Catholic in order 
to marry her. The President therefore proposed to the consider- 
ation of the Board, whether that order of Council, dated 25th of 
March 1680, should be repeated or not ; which being freely debated, 
it was unanimously agreed to repeal the general order, for the follow- 
ing reasons. 

First, that the obligation is in its own nature unjust, and a viola- 
tion of that natural right which all parents have to educate their 
children in that religion they think most acceptable to God, Secondly, 
that such a promise can be no obligation on the conscience of any 
person, being unlawful in itself. Thirdly, that the requiring such a 
promise may be attended with ill consequences, as in the instance 
now before us ; the woman refusing to be married in the English 
Church for that reason only ; the consequence of which was, Crane's 
renouncing the Protestant religion and declaring himself a Boman 
Catholic. 

‘‘ Ordered that the Secretary acquaint the Honorable Company’s 
Chaplain of the place in writing, with the repeal of the aforesaid order, 
and that he is not any more to require, such subscription.” 

The President also acquaints the Board, that the severe methods 
which he had taken to show his resentment to the Portuguese priests 
of St. Thome, for marrying any subject of this Government without 
his consent, had produced a very good effect ; for that the Padre 
Governor at St. Thomd had sent him a very submissive letter or 
address, wherein he obliges himself, and those of his fraternity sub- 
. ject to him, not to marry any persons subject to this Government 
for the future, without asking his previous consent.” 

The following entry refers to the general history. 

Thursday, 16th April, iTia—General letter from Masuiipatam, 
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dated the 26th ultimo read, advisiag that it is reported that there is 
an iasurrection amongst the Seiads, who have dethroned and impri» 
soned KiHg Feroksere. The said letter further advises, as a con- 
firmation of that news, that the Nabob of Golcondah who was 
advancing towards Masulipatam, immediately upon that inteiligence 
returned to Golcondah, in order to draw in his efiects with all possible 
expedition.” 


The Nabob of Golcondah here mentioned, does not appear to 
have been the Seiad Hussein Ali, Sabah of the Dekkan; for he had 
gone to Delhi to assist his brother Abdullah, the Yizier, in dethron- 
ing Feroksere, and setting up other puppet kings in his room. Nor 
could it have been Cheen Kulich Khan, better known as the Ni*am- 
ool-Mulk ; for he had retired from the Dekkan on the appointment 
of Hussein Ali, and was at this time merely Governor of Malwa. 
We therefore infer that by the Nabob of Golcondah was meant 
Mobariz Khan, the Local Governor of Hyderabad. But we shall have 
more to say upon this subject further on. 

To return to the annals of Fort St. George. The following inci- 
dent does not speak much for the philological attainments of the 
English inhabitants at this period. 


Monday t May^ 1719. — The President represents to the!Board 

that there is not any person in the Honorable Company’s Service 
in this place, who is able to translate a letter out of the Portuguese 
and French languages into English ; or vice versa, to translate Eng- 
lish into those languages ; which has rendered it difficult for him to 
maintain the necessary correspondence in the Honorable Company’s 
affairs; the Portuguese language being the common language of 
India amongst all Europeans. He therefore proposes to admit a 
young man, named George Foriano, son of Mr. Nathaniel Foriano 
(Super Cargo of the Honorable Company’s Ship Hertford” to 
China), who is well qualified for the purpose abovemen tioned, being 
skilled in both those languages, to be a Factor in the Honorable 
Company’s Service here. 

** Agreed that Mr, George Foriano be admitted a Factor, Mr. 
El wick offering to be security for him, and that the Secretary make 
out his Indentures for three years.” 


The next entry is worth preserving as illustrative of the times. 
Singularly enough it expresses the same fears on a small scale, as 
those which have been felt in some quarters in reference to the reduc- 
tions which are now going on in our Indian Army. 


** Thursdayf July . — The Honorable Court of Directors having, 
in the 5th paragraph of their letters to ns by the Marlborough,” 
thought fit to order that the Garrison of this place should be reduced 
to 360 men and the Garrison of Fort St. David to 340. The manner 
d doing it is taken into consideration. 
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“ Ife appears feo iiSf^First, that this limifcatioa is only designed 
for a time of established peace, which is not the case at present ; 
there being by onr last advices from Delhi, two princes with large 
armies contending for the Empire, the event of which may very 
probably affect ns. 

‘‘ Secondly^ it appears dangerous to disband the whole number of 
supernumerary forces at once, even in a time of peace, much more 
so in a time of famine. Such number of men must be put upon 
violent measures, or else be obliged to go in a body into the service 
of the Moors, which may be very dangerous to this settlement. 

** It is therefore agreed that the President give orders to the ofSeers 
to disband gradually the worst of the Topazes, from about twenty to 
forty in a month as he shall think fit.’^ 

In the last chapter we noticed that the Pedda Naik, or Chief Watch- 
man, was dismissed from his post on account of neglect of duty. It 
will be seen from the following entry that ife was soon found necessary 
to restore him to his former employment. 

Monday^ Vlili Augtist — The petition of Coonogozee Timapa l^Taik 
read, desiring liberty to resign his employment of Chief Watchman 
to Coonogozee Pedda Uaik, who officiated in that office before him, 
and was very capable of executing it, but was dismissed for his ex- 
travagance. The said Timapa Naik being unfits to do the duty of that 
post any longer, by reason of his old age ; and the former Pedda 
ilaik, being very much reclaimed by the hardships which his extra- 
vagance brought upon him, promises a. faithful discharge of his duty 
for the future, and tenders the duties belonging to the office of Chief 
Watchman as a security for his fidelity and good behaviour. 

** Agreed therefore that Coonogozee Timapa Naik be discharged 
at his request from the office of Chief Watchman of this city ; and 
that Coonogozee Pedda Naik be appointed in his stead/' 

Another entry occurs the same day which illustrates the summary 
method of proceeding with pirates in Governor Collet's time. 

** The President acquaints the Board that on Tuesday 1 1th instant, 
he, with the rest of the Commissioners for trying of pirates, did bring 
Boger Bullmore, one of those that ran away with the ‘^George'* 
Brigantine, to his trial, by virtue of King George's Commission ; and 
that having found him guilty of piracy, felony and robbery, they had 
passed sentence of death upon him, and that he was ordered to be 
executed on Wednesday next.*' 

The hot winds this season appear to have been too much for 
Governor Collet and accordingly he determined to retire. But we 
leave the records to tell the story. 

** Thmday^ lUh October, 1 719. — The President acquaints the Board 
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that having found himself indisposed during the last season of the 
land winds ; so that it is with difficulty that he has been able to dis- 
charge the duty of his station ; and that therefore he has determined 
to return to Europe on the next ship to be despatched from hence ; 
and acquaints them with his purpose so early that there may be time 
for settling the Government according to the Honorable Oompaiiy^s 
standing orders. 

** He then proposed that Mr. Francis Hastings should be sent for 
up from Fort St. David, as soon as he could conveniently, in order to 
take the chair upon the President's going off; and that Mr. William 
Jennings, second of Council here, should go down thither with a Com- 
mission for Deputy Governor, and that Mr, Nathaniel Eiwiek, who 
will then be second here, take on him the office of accountant. 

“ The President then produced a letter wrote to himself separately 
by the Honorable Court of Directors, dated fch.e 8th January 1717, 
and read the first para. ; by which it appears that they designed Mr. 
Elwick for the Export Warehousekeepers employ particularly, as 
being well skilled in the sorts of calicoes sent from hence to England. 
He therefore, proposed that Mr. Elwick should keep the Export 
Warehousekeeper's employ, and that Mr. Eichard Horden Sea Cus« 
tomer should take the Import Warehousekeeper's employ upon him ; 
and that this regulation should continue in force till the arrival of 
the next letters from Europe. 

** To all which proposals the Board agreed unanimously." 

The last measures of Governor Collet are of such a simple character 
that they require no preliminary explanation, and it will be sufficient 
to lay the entries themselves before our readers. 

'^Monday, 2nd November, 1719. — According to order of last con» 
sultation, Vizago, the Choultry Du bash, was brought before the Board 
on his trial, for extorting exorbitant fees beyond what had ever been 
practised, particularly on the register of slaves. The most that had 
ever been allowed was 20 fanams in the whole, including the Com- 
pany's duty; whereas he had obliged great numbers of people to pay 
him 24 fanams, and took the 4 fanams to his own use ; also in house 
bills regiscered at the choultry, where the true fees are 2 pagodas and 
2 fanams per cent., he extorted 2 pagodas and 18 fanams, and in 
many instances a larger proportion ; and also in house bills register- 
ed at the court, he extorted in general about 16 per cent, above the 
usual fees; and that besides the above mentioned, he has been guilty 
of great neglect in his office, by putting off the poor people and refus- 
ing to do their business, 

** A great number of persons of all ranks appeared to prove the 
several branches of the charge ; but there was no occasion to hear 
any witness except to the last article, he confessing all the rest on 
^ their being proposed to him; some witnesses were called for the 
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proof of fehafe, who very fully couvicfied him of delay, aud ptifeting oS 
their business from time to'time without any reasonable excuse. 

The prisoner and witnesses being withdrawn, it was considered 
that the practice was in itself scandalous and abusive, and particu- 
larly oppressive to the poor ; many of them being obliged in this 
time of famine to sell their children for rice ; and the extorting 4 
fanarns in the fees was a considerable hardship on them ; that, there- 
fore, it was necessary to put a stop to such abuses by making the 
offender a public example. 

‘‘Accordingly it was resolved that Vizago, the Choultry Dubash 
aforementioned, be turned out of the Honorable Company’s Service, 
and disabled from any future employment therein ; that he stand in 
the pillory the next Choultry day; and that he be fined 500 pagodas, 
one-half to be paid to the Charity School, and the other half to the 
Choultry Stock for the maintenance of prisoners. 

The criminal being called in, sentence was pronounced accord- 
ingly. 

, “ To prevent such abuses for the future, it is ordered that the 
after written statement of Choultry fees, being agreeable to ancient 
custom, be hung up in the Choultry by the Chief Justice. 

For registering houses and land in the Mayor’s Court register, 
situated in the Black town, pettahs, or out gardens ; for every bill 
to pay one per cent, to the Chief Justice, and half per cent, to the 
Registrar on the value of the house or land. 

“ And whereas most of the buildings in the Christian Town do 
far exceed those without in value, to prevent the charges running 
too high : for every bill value under 500 pagodas, is to pay the same 
fees as above ; but all bills exceeding that sum are to pay 5 pagodas 
to the Chief Justice, and pagodas to the Registrar, and no more. 

For registering houses and land in the Choultry Register ; for 
every bill to pay one per cent, to the Chief Justice, and one per 
cent, to the Registrar, on the value of the house or land. 

For registering slaves ; for every slave the Honorable Company 
are to receive 8 fanama, the Registrar 8 fanarns, and the Chief Justice 
2 fanarns. 

, “ And all bills, either for houses, land, or slaves, are to pay to the 
Choultry Dubash one fanam, and to the Chief Justice’s Taliars one 
fanam, for their trouble in getting the bills registered. 

“ And whereas some small houses in the Black Town, not exceed- 
• ing 5 or 6 pagodas in value, are made over by bills of sale wrote in 
Gentoo on Gadjan leaves, which are entered in the Register kept by 
the Town Coniooply for that purpose ; for every Cajan bill the Town 
Conicoply is to receive 2 fanarns ; besides the one per cent, as above 
to the Chief Justice and Registrar. 
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The bricklayers for measuring of ground are to receive for their 
trouble 2 fanams for all valued at 100 pagodas or iipwards, and one 
fan am fur all under. 

“ Thursilay, 2fytli November, 1710.— The President acquaints the 
Board that he had some time since published an order for register- 
ing all houses and gardens in the Black Town, or the adjacent parts, 
in the Mayor’s Court or Choultry, for prevention of frauds in sale 
and mortgages ; hat that some of the poor having complained to 
him that during the present dearness of grain id would be hard 
upon them to pay the charges though small, he therefore, proposes 
that all houses under 50 pagodas value should be exempted from 
the obligatiou of that order, till plenty returns, which the Board 
agrees to.'' 

Wednesday, 23rd December, 1719. — The President being about 
to depart for England, demands for his justification hereafter, a cer- 
tificate from the accountant that he stands not indebted upon the 
Honorable Company’s General Books. He likewise demands a cer- 
tificate from the Sea Customer that he has paid all their customs 
due from him, one from the Receiver to the same purpose, and 
another from the Land Customer. All which are ordered to be 
drawn out against next consultation and delivered him, the Board 
being satisfied that he is not in any way indebted to the Honorable 
Company. 

Ilonday, 28ih December, 1719. — The President delivers in a list 
of the inhabitants of a new pettab or town raised near Trivafcore, 
consisting of 105 houses which are inhabited by 489 persons, male 
and female, besides children, ranged under the usual divisions of 
Bight hand and Left hand Caste. He acquaints the Board, that the 
town, in which there is also a handsome pagoda, is called at the 
desire of the people “Collet’s petfcah;” and that the inhabitants 
consist of weavers and painters, which he encouraged by degrees to 
come and live near this place, that they might be serviceable to the 
Honorable Company. That in order to prevail with them to a com- 
pliance, he promised them, so soon as the town was completed, a 
Cowle should be given them to secure to them such privileges and 
immunities ; and the said Town being now finished, and the inha- 
bitants well settled, he proposes that his promise which is now 
claimed, should be performed, and a Cowle given them accordingly ; 
the conditions of which being approved by the Board, as well as the 
President’s management in this affair, the Secretary is ordered to 
prepare.” 

“ Monday, iSth January, 1720.— Early this morning the -Honorable 
Jpsbph Coilec, Esq., President, embarked on Board the “King 
William whereon the Government fell to the Honorable Francis 
Hastings, Esq. 
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Having tlius closed the narrative of the tranquil state of aficaira at 
Fort St. George during tfie last year of Mr, Collet/a administration^ 
it may be as well to take a brief glance at the contemporary state of 
the ruling power at Delhi. All those influences which indicate the 
dedine of an empire, were in full play in the empire of the Mogul. 
Yice ari^ sensuality at the Court, frequent rebellions in the provinces, 
a puppet king struggliogfor power, overbearing ministers, a mercen- 
ary army without the slightest sentiment of loyalty, incessant intrigues 
ending in open assassinations ; — these, and a thousand other significant 
circumstances, were transpiring in India. Indeed it must have been 
evident to all that ever since the death of Arungzebe in 1707, the 
Mogul empire bad been hastening to its dissolution; worn out by 
premature old age brought on by its political crimes, and vainly 
struggling to retain the appearance of strength and beauty when it 
was fast sinking into the grave. 

It was during this gradual decay of the power of the Mogul, that 
a man arose, whose name, and that if bis descendants, must ever 
take a prominent place in the-history of this Presidency. This mau 
was Cheen Kiilich Khan, better known as ISTizam-ool-Moolk, the 
first Kizam of the Dekkan. His father Ghazee-oo-deen was one of 
those Tartar adventurers, who had migrated into India at a compa- 
ratively recent period, and risen to eminence during the wars in the 
Dekkan. The future Nizam was born in 1644, and like his father 
had distinguished himself in the wars of Aurungzebe. During the 
reigns of the immediate successors of Aurungzebe, — Shah Aulom 
and Jehandar Shah, — he had fallen into obscurity, in consequence 
of his rivalry with Znlfikar Khan, — that great king maker to whom 
both the last mentioned princes owed their thrones. But in 1 713, 
when he was fast approaching his seventieth year, his fortunes were 
again on the rise. Jehandar Shah had been dethroned by the two 
Seiads; and both he and Zulfikar Khan were put to death. The 
two Seiads setup Peroksere as a puppet of their own; and Oheeu 
Kulich Khan, being well known as the enemy of Yulfikar Khan was 
first appointed Nizam of the Dekkan, 

Most of the intrigues of Peroksere to escape from the thraldom of 
the Seiads, have already been noticed in the narrative of the English 
mission from Calcutta to Delhi. But the last of all, the one which 
led to the downfall of Peroksere, deserves especial notice ; for it is 
one which strikingly illustrates the desperate state of public affairs, 
whilst it is closely connected with the rising fortunes of Cheen Kulich 
Khan. But the last and most, and important plot of all, the one in 
, which Cheen Kulich Khan was implicated, and which led to the ruin 
of Peroksere about the very time that Governor Collet left the Madras 
Presidency, deserves especial mention. 

Very early in the reign of Peroksere, Cheen Kulich Khan had 
cause to hate the two Seiads, — Abdullah, the vizier, and Hussein, the 
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Oommander-in-Chief. He had held the pfovernmenii of the Dekkaa 
little more than a year, when he was removed to the small govern- 
ment of Moradabad, and the Dekkan was handed over to Hussein. 
Under such circumstances the disappointed Mzam was likely to prove 
a powerful supporter to Feroksere. Accordingly he was summoned 
to Court, and the Emperor promised to make him vizier in the room of 
Abdullah, provided the Seiads were overthrown. * 

A plot was speedily formed, and was soon ripe for execution. 
Hussein was away in the Dekkan, and Abdullah was alone in Delhi. 
Accordingly it was determined to assassinate Abdullah at that great 
festival which terminates the Eamazan ; for on that day the king 
went in state to the Mosque, attended by a train of nobles and troops 
far exceeding in number the guards of the vizier. But all went wrong 
through the criminal weakness of Feroksere. He had a favourite, a 
low profligate minion, who was naturally hated by the whole Court. 
The influence of this favourite was all powerful. By his advice 
Feroksere was induced to postpone the plot. Worst of all, Feroksere 
forgot bis promise to Cheen Kulich Khan, and actually engaged 
to make this wretched favourite vizier as soon as the Seiads were 
overthrown. Lastly, the Emperor was mad enough to give to this 
favourite the district of Moradabad as a private jagbire ; being the 
,very district of which Cheen Kulich Khan was Governor. 

These circumstances came out in time, and then Cheen Kulich 
Khan was more exasperated against such an infatuated king than 
he had previously been against the Seiads ; whilst the vizier Abdul- 
lah saw that Feroksere was incorrigible, and that his own life would 
be in constant danger so long as Feroksere continued on the throne. 
Accordingly he drew over Cheen Kulich Khan by the promise of the 
government of Malwa, and immediately summoned his brother Hus- 
sein Ali from the Dekkan. 

The doom of the emperor Feroksere was now sealed. In his alarm 
he sought a reconciliation with Abdullah, and the vizier engaged with 
the Emperor in mutual oaths of fidelity and attachment. Of course 
such oaths were utterly worthless. Abdullah merely desired to gain 
time for the arrival of his brother; whilst the cowardly Feroksere 
continued to lay plots for the assassination of the Seids. Meantime 
Hussein Ali had made a peace with the Mahrattas, and at last reached 
Delhi with thirty thousand horse, ten thousand of whom were Mah- 
rattas. The whole city was now filled with dread. Every one felt, 
from the highest Omrah to the lowest dealer in the bazaars, that a 
terrible convulsion was at hand. The very appearance of the Mah- 
rattas, Hindoo robbers as they were, suggested ideas of massacre and 
plunder to the Mussulmen of Delhi ; whilst no one could foretell who 
would gain the ascendant, the Seiads or the emperor. Meantime the 
wretched Feroksere began to see his own folly. He was however far 
too weak and cowardly to attempt the slightest resistance to the two 
Seiads, and therefore helplessly submitted to their mercy. They 
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demanded fehals tbe royal guards should be withdrawn from the palace* 
and that feheir own soldiers should be posted in their room, Ferok- 
sere obeyed. Hussein Ali then paid him a formal visit* and the poor 
miserable Emperor made a desperate effort to conciliate his enemy. 
He received the Seiad with the greatest distinction. He burst into 
tears and placed his own turban on the head of Hussein ; and even 
took the jewels from his dress and pressed Hussein to accept them. 
But the Seiad refused, and upbraided the fallen monarch with bis 
ingratitude. He then left the palace without paying any of the 
ordinary ceremonies of respect due to the person of his sovereign. 

In a few days more all was over. On the 15th of February 1719, 
Feroksere expressed a wish to hunt, but the Seiads suspected him of 
designing an escape, and obliged him to postpone tbe intention. 
The next day the Seiads surrounded the palace with their troops, and 
the vizier entered the presence of tbe Emperor, and demanded that 
all the offices of the palace should be given into his hands. Feroksere 
promised compliance, but prayed for delay ; and the evasion threw 
the vizier into such a passion* that the terrified Emperor retreated to 
the haram, which he hoped would be respected by the rebels. 

The story of the night which followed is one of the most thrilling 
narratives in all the Mussulman histories. The vizier Abdullah 
remained in the palace, and so also did Ajeet Sing, Eajah of Mewar, 
whose daughter had been given in marriage to Feroksere as a 
token of submission to the Mogul supremacy. The army of.Hussien 
Ali, including the ten thousand Mahrattas, remained under arms the 
whole night. Early in the morning a rumour fiew through the city 
that the vizier had been killed by Ajeet Sing, who had resolved to 
protect the Emperor his son-in-law ; and accordingly several omrabs 
prepared to rise against Hussein Ali. Meantime a party of Mahrattas 
had engaged with some soldiers whom they had mistaken for an enemy; 
and the still more frightful rumour spread through Delhi that the 
Mahrattas were plundering the city. At once the whole population 
of fiery Mussulmen arose as one man against the idolatrous Mahrattas. 
Fifteen hundred Hindoos were massacred in the streets, and the 
whole city was thrown into frightful disorder. Those omrahs who 
supported the cause of the Seiads, in their alarm at the supposed death 
of the vizier, were preparing to make their escape from the scene of 
anarchy. Plunder, fire, and massacre had already begun, when the 
news spread that A bdullah was still alive. Hussein Ali and his friends 
now I'ecovered their spirits and restored order. The royal servants 
were dispersed after a brief resistance ; and it was proclaimed from 
the walls of the citadel that another prince had ascended the throne. 

Whilst these events were being transacted in the city, still darker 
horrors were being perpetrated in tbe palace. Feroksere utterly 
refused to leave the haram. Meantime Abdullah was informed that 
the people were already in revolt, and that no time was to be lost. 
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In this extremity he commanded some Af^iians to force open the 
doors of the haram. There was a short conflict with the eunuchs and 
other attendants, and then the vizier and his rude soldiery rusiied 
into the sacred apartments. .‘The unhappy Emperor, surrounded by 
bis mother, wife, daughter, and other princesses, was soon discovered. 

The royal ladies filled the air with their shrieks and prayers for mercy, 
whilst Feroksere himself was in an agony of terror. But Abdullah 
turned a deaf ear to all entreaties, and pounced upon his prey. The 
Emperor was dragged from the arms of the half frantic women, and 
thrown into a dark chamber. A child was taken from the confined 
princes, and immediately seated upon the throne ; and the booming 
of cannon and customary strains of music announced to the people 
of Delhi that Feroksere was deposed and that another puppet king 
reigned in his stead. 

The end of Feroksere may be related almost in the very words of 
the Mussulman historian. iFor two months he was confined in a dark 
chamber, enduring various calamities. The hot iron, by which so 
many princes had been incapacitated from reigning, was drawn over 
the eyes of Feroksere ; but strange to say it did not utterly destroy his 
sight. He sent the most piteous messages to the Seiads, praying to 
be restored to the throne on any terms they chose; but not the slight- 
est attention was paid to his prayers. Then he promised immense 
rewards to his. keepers, provided they would connive at his escape. 

The Seiads were now alarmed, for Feroksere was still lamented by the 
lower orders amongst whom he had squandered bis treasures, and an 
escape might be followed by a revolt and a revolution. Accordingly 
they resolved on his death. On two different occasions poison was 
mingled with his victuals, but without effect. The third time he was 
thrown into violent agonies, and began to invoke God against his 
murderers. The bow string was then sent for, but the Emperor 
struggled against his executioners with all the violence of desperation. 

He seized the bow string with his hands, and it was only after be had 
been beaten down with chibs, that the string, was passed round his 
neck, and he at last expired. On the following evening the body was 
interred in the tomb of Humayun, followed by a large crowd, cursing . 
the Seiads and lamenting their beloved Feroksere. 

The new child Emperor only reigned four months, and then died of 
a consumption. Another child was taken from amongst the confined 
princes, but he shared the same fate. At last a healthier young 
prince was selected, who ascended the throne under the name of Mo- 
hammed Shah. He began to reign before the end of 1719, and before 
the end of 1720 the power of the Seiads was entirely over. This 
event is so intimately connected with the final establishment of Gheen « 
Kulich Khan as Nizam of the Dekkan, that we can scarcely avoid 
narrating it here. 

On the deposition of Feroksere, Cbeen Kulich Khan had obtained * 
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his promised reward, namely, the government of Malwa. There lie 
found^ everything lapsing into anarchy;— the Zemindars asserting 
their independence, and the people either suffering from robbers or 
becoming robbers themselves. These disorders justified him in rais- 
ing and maintaining troops ; but the Seiads soon suspected that he 
was aiming at something far beyond the mere defence of his province. 
Accordingly they tried every friendly means to remove him. Hussein 
Ali was still viceroy of the Dekkan, and they hinted to Obeen Xulich 
Khan, that as Malwa lay half way between the Dekkan and Delhi, so 
it would form a very convenient residence for Hussein Ali; inasmuch 
as from that spot Hussein could both superintend his viceroyalty in 
the Dekkan, and watch the progress of affairs at the capital. Aceord- 
ingly they offered Cheen Kulich Khan four other Subahs, any one 
of which he might have in exchange for Malwa. He sent back an 
insulting refusal, and then marched an army over the Nerbudda into 
the Dekkan, where he had many old connections both amongst the 
Mussulmans and the Mahrattas. There he achieved a brilliant success, 
and the Seiads became alarmed. An army was sent against him, but 
he defeated it. At the same time, the new king Mohammed Shah, 
saw in Oheen Kulich Khan, one who might deliver him from the 
thraldom of the Seiads. Accordingly he sent secret messages assur- 
ing him that be should receive royal support in his resistance to the 
Seiads. 

In this extremity the Seiads resolved that Hussein should march 
against the seif-constituted Hizarn of the. Dekkan, whilst Abdullah 
remained at Delhi. To make matters doubly sure, it was also resolved 
that Mohammed Shah should accompany Hussein. This circumstance 
proved the ruin of the Seiads. A conspiracy was formed for assassi- 
nating jfeussein during the march. A savage Cal muck named Hyder 
Khan was pitched upon to strike the blow. Whilst Hussein was 
passing along in his palankeen, Hyder attracted his attention with 
petition ; and when Hussein commanded him to present it, he drew 
out his dagger and inflicted a mortal blow upon the Seiad. Hussein 
suspected the author of the conspiracy, and cried out “ Put the 
Emperor to death.” But it was too late. The necessary prepara- 
tions had been made for the defence of Mohammed Shah, though the 
assassin himself was out in pieces on the spot by a hundred swords. 

Here closes the story of the famous usurpation of the Seiads. 
Mohammed Shah returned to Delhi, and Abdullah was utterly 
defeated, and imprisoned for life. How the Mogul Empire rapidly 
faded away, until it seemed to expire in the funeral pyre heaped up 
by Hadir Shah, belongs to a future episode in our annals of the 
Madras Presidency. 
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' CKi^PTER^XXXl. \ r 
GOTEKNOESHIP OF ME. PRAfTOIS HASTINGS. 

1720-21. 

TOe Governorship of Mr. Francis Hastings, the snccessor of Mr. 
Oollett, was short and turbulent. It lasted little more than a year 

Ootoher^^iVof™ T-I’ ^r®-***® ISth of January, 1720, to the 16th of 
Uctober, 1721. Ihe foreign relations were quiet enough at this 
time, and for some years afterwards, as both Sadatulla Khan, Nabob 
r Carnatic, and Cheen Kulioh Khan, Sabah of the Dekkan, 
were far too busy m establishing themselves in their several govern- 
ments to pay much attention to the little Factory at Fort St. George 
so long a§ It paid the annual rental on the day it was due. But Sie 
settlement were marked by many irregula- 
nties and disordera dunng the administration of Mr. Hastings, and 
infYTii*p' and thus necessitated ' those rigid 

bv^nnA nf thorough reforms which were subsequently carried fut 

Hastings is connected with 
v" dispute with an Havildar in the neighbourhood of 
was brought} to a tragical conclusion; che Havildar 

Paon^ *“• hy the Company’s Chief 

reon. The following is the official narrative of the affair. 

1^20.— The President acquaints the 
^ Havildar of the Metto near Eo’more had 

stopped some oxem leaden with bricks and straw, wLohbelone^ 
Oompany, which were coming^nro Town S 
morning, being complained to about it by the paymaster as also of 
the people being beat and imprisoned thit whwe drivin’. throxen 

‘I*® Metto people would have 

^Km^Ttherilk 

pZifaddJirV-l'f “pSed^Th: 

Dubash used though the Chief 

purpose At wfb persuasive arguments with him for that 
purpose. At length, not being able to prevail, the Chief Dubash 
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reiiliraed and gave the President an account of what had passed ; 
whereupon he ordered the Chief Peon, with some others, to go and 
expostulate with the Havildar further, and in case of any resistance 
to force the Havildar to a compliance. But when the Chief Peon 
went to him, he fou^d him at the head of about 50 of his peons and 
people in a fighting posture ; and upon going up to him to deliver 
the President’s message, the Havildar drew his scimitar and struck 
at him, which he warded off with his target, and thereby evaded being 
cut down. The Chief Peon immediately drew a pistol from his side, 
and shot the Havildar ; which when he had done, he with his people 
fell upon the rest and killed two more, which terrified them all so 
much that they ran away. 

** The President adds that he thinks the Chief Peon has by this; 
action showed himself a trnsty servant to the Honorable Company, 
and deserves encouragement; that if he had sat tamely down under 
this first insult, we should not have failed of receiving many more of 
a higher degree ; and that our showing our resentment upon this 
occasion will have a good influence upon all the Metto pepple, and 
Junkameers for the future; that lest the matter should be represent- 
ed to our prejudice to the Nabob, he has taken care to transmit an 
exact account of it to our Yakeel at Arcot ; and for the security of 
the garrison has given orders to the Officers to be upon a very strict 
guard for fear of surprise.” 

** Monday^ lAtliMarcht 1720. The President acquaints the Board 
that he has received very friendly letters from the Nabob and Duck- 
naroy upon the subject of the Metto Havildar being unfortunately 
killed by our peons ; and that apprehending no disturbance will, 
ensue, he has ordered in the guards which he had joined to those at 
Egmoz’e and the Choultries, in order to put a stop to the expense 
occasioned thereby.” 

The next event is narrated at a length far exceeding its importance, 
and can be best told in a tew words. It seems that a discovery was 
made that some sorb of correspondence had been going on between 
the principal Ohefeties in Madras and the Portuguese Viceroy of Goa. 
From a perusal of the papers it would seem that this correspondence 
only referred bo some presents that the Viceroy of Goa wished to send 
bo Hussein Ali, the previous Subah of the JDekkan ; hut Governor 
Hastings appears to have suspected that the correspondence had for 
its object the ‘'revolt of the Ohebbies,” or in other words their removal 
from the English Government of Fort St. George to the Portuguese 
Government of St. Thome. The matter assumes an undue importance 
in the records, inasmuch as it was the cause of a tremendous quarrel 
between Governor Hastings, and Mr, Nathaniel Elwick, who was at 
that time third in Council; Governor Hastings being inclined to deal 
harshly with the Ohetties, whilst Mr. Eiwiek declared that no proof 
whatever had been furnished that they were really guilty.. Under such 
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circumstances Governor Hastings placed the Heads of the Chetfeies 
under confinement, and then ordered the following proclamation to 
he posted on the Sea Gate, with the view of obtaining further evidence 
against them. 

Monday t ilpnZ, 1720.— Whereas a discoVbry hath lately been 

made of a design sometime since formed by the inhabitants of the 
Chetty caste of this place, to revolt from this Government and to 
take protection under the Portugnese at St. Thomd; and whereas 
there is just reason to suspect, by the Yiceroy of Goa’s letters to the 
Heads of the Ghetty’ caste, that they signified under their hands 
their resolution to desert this place and shelter themselves under 
the Portuguese at St. Thome, in case he could have obtained a grant 
of that place from the Habob ; and whereas, furthermore, the said 
Chetties upon examination have confidently denied their engage- 
ment in any such conspiracy ; — the Honorable Governor and Council 
have therefore thought fit to issue out this proclamation, that if any 
person or persons concerned in the said conspiracy will make dis- 
covery to the President, or to any one of the Council, so as that the 
rest of the persons concerned may be fully convicted, such person 
or persons shall receive a handsome reward and fall pardon for 
themselves.” 

** By order of the Honorable Governor 

and Council.” 

The Proclamation had no effect whatever. I:To one came forward 
to volunteer evidence', and the Chetcies themseives obstinately 
denied all knowledge of such a conspiracy. Accordingly Governor 
Hastings desired them to sign a paper, in which confiscation of all 
property and the forfeiture of all protection were declared to be the 
penalty of desertion. This however the Chetties refused to do, and 
then the Governor proposed that the two head Chetty merchants, 
who conducted the Company’s investments, should be suspended 
from their office. The following extract from the consultation of 
the 80th May, 1720, will show the nature of Mr. Elwiok’s opposition. 

“ Mr. Blwick offered security for the two Chetty Merchants, as far 
as 10,000 pagodas, for their appearance six months hence ; but being 
asked if he would sign the security paper in their behalf aforemen- 
tioned (involving the pain of confiscation and forfeiture) ; and being 
also asked if he would suffer the penalty which the Chetties must 
suffer in case their accusation should hereafter be turned into a con- 
viction he refused them both ; and being told by some of the Board, 
that the security which he offered was no more than bail for their 
appeaarance six months hence, and that according to the laws of our 
nation all persons taken up upon suspicion of treason are forthwith 
imprisoned without bail or mainprize, Mr. Elwick’s notion was there- 
Up® rejeeted/^ ' , , 
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Mr, Elwick continned bo be very earnest in bis opposition to tbe 
f-nspension of the two Ohetty Merchants, and declared that the 
•rorting of the cloth, and the business of the Company generally, 
^’Ot lid not go on whilst they were in confinement. The records of 
she dispute are far too voluminous for publication, but the follow- 
iiig extract from the consultation book of the I9th of tFuly will suffi-** 
ciently illustrate the party-spirit which prevailed. 

The President acquaints the Board that Mr. Elwick, tbe Ware* 
housekeeper, has been very remiss in his business in not having 
given in any account of the contract ever since it was made, and in 
not having sorted any quantity of cloth since the Dawson’s” des- 
patch; though out of perverse, obstinate humour Mr. Elwick 
pressed him once or twice, while the merchants were confined, for 
their releasement in order to go to sorting. Mr. Elwick, finding 
his plea for not sorting proved to be nothing else but an excuse for 
idleness, began to be much enraged ; and told the President that it 
would draw very strange stories on the stage, and that the conse- 
quence must take its course, desiring those words might be minuted 
verbatim ; to which the President made no reply, but ordered tbe 
Secretary to minute them accordingly ” 

About this time the attention of the Government was excited by 
the murder of a Chetty whose name is not mentioned. It was a 
cold blooded affair. The murderers were two soldiers, named 
Eobert Grott and Bichard Eigb ting, who appeared to have killed 
their victim for the sake of drink. The depositions are lengthy, 
but the following extract will suffice to show how such eases were 
adjudicated on in tbe Council Boom* 

Monday, Aug^ist 1720. — The affair of the murder is now 

resumed. The President acquaints tbe Board, that a Dubash boy 
(belonging to one of the prisoners suspected to be guilty of the 
murder) was apprehended at St. Thome ; who being sent for in; 
deposes that he went with Robert Grott, his master, from bis bouse 
in company with two white men, and a woman, whose names he 
could not tell, to drink toddy at a toddy bouse; where they stayed 
till past 12 o'clock at night, at which time the two men and the 
woman left them. Then the prisoners Grott and Bigbting went bo 
a choultry and carried a bottle of arrack ; where they saw a man 
covered over with a clout, fast asleep ; whom soon after they awaked 
by giving him a blow with a cane, and at the same time asked for 
fanams to buy arrack. The man answered he had none. But receiv- 
ing a blow or two more from them, he gave them one fanam, then 
another, and afterwards a third. Upon continuing their usage to 
him, and repeating their demands, he drew down his -purse and bid 
them look if there was any more. Then the prisoner Bigbting told 
him if he bad no more than three fanams, he would give him more if 
be would go with him to the Governor’s Garden ; but instead of carry- 
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ing him thifeher, they led him to another garden near the Choultry, 
w&re he afterwards heard him cry oat. The Dubash further deposes 
that when he would have followed them, they struck him and bid him 
be gone ; and as he was going away, he saw Eighting take the club 
from Grott. After this they went to town, and a soldier, by name 
Clark (whose house they were in) asked them, how came they so 
bloody ; who said they had been fighting. The Dubash afterwards 
went to look for a mat to sleep on, and saw Righting look over some 
silver things ; and upon demanding leave to go home, he denied him. 
Clark again asked them how came they so bloody ; who replied as 
before that they had been fighting, 

** Righting been sent for in and interrogated concerning what the 
boy had deposed against him, says that he never had the club in his 
band, but carried the Chatty into the Garden; upon which be was 
ordered to withdraw ; and Grott being called in says that Righting 
took the club away from him and killed the man, 

** Righting being brought in again, and acquainted with what his 
comrade had alleged against him, declared that they had been drinkingj 
and that the Dubash boy told Grott that this Chetty fellow had 
money ; upon which Grott went to him and asked him for some, when 
be gave him two fanams ; then he demanded two more, but he would 
not give it them. The deponent Righting, seeing that, took him into 
a garden, and told him if he would nob comply, he would carry him 
to the Governor's Garden j and as they were talking together Grott 
struck him with the club and killed him. Grott being called in, again 
denies what is laid to his charge ; and being asked where the Chetty's 
silver girdle, his earrings, and other things were, avers that Righting 
took them and he has heard nothing of them since. Upon which 
Righting was again sent for and asked the same question ; who 
answered that the Dubash boy took them^ off, which is all that he 
knows of the matter,” 

** The prisoners being all dismissed the Room, the Board debated 
upon the affair for some time, and then unanimously pronounced 
them guilty of the murder. But the Honorable Company, having 
not yet procured a power to bring to an Execution, it was agreed 
they should be continued in prison and whipped very severely every 
week as a punishment for the disorders they committed as soldiers.” 

The murder case being thus deposed of, Governor Hastings poured 
DUt the vials of his wrath upon Mr. Elwick. He brought forward a 
declaration that he would no longer sib at the Council Board whilst 
.Mr. Elwick was present. But the story is best told in the language 
of the records. . 

** Monday, Bih August, 1720. — The President acquaints the Board, 
that he has called this consultation on a very extraordinary occa* 
sion, in order to lay before us a declaration concerning the repeated 
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affronts that he had received from Mr. H^thaniel Elwick, a member 
of this Board, and also his incapacity for the service of the Honor- 
able Company, The said declaration being read before the Bpard^ 
and duly considered ; Mr. El wick was ordered to withdraw ; in pnr- 
snanee of the Honorable Company’s orders, that no member of the 
Board should continue sitting while such oases relating to himself 
were examining. 

“ Mr, Elwick being withdrawn the President’s declaration was 
more maturely considered ; and most of the members of the Board 
agreed that one or other of them was assured of the truths of. all the 
facts charged on Mr. Elwick by the President, in relation to his he* 
haviour at this Board as well as in this place. 

‘‘ The facts alleged to prove his incapacity were then considered, 
and thereupon Mr. Draper the Secretary delivered in a report, 
which was read and observed to prove one article of Mr. Elwick’s 
remissness. All the other instances of bis negligence were well 
enough known to most of the members of the Board, and therefore 
did require no other proof. 

** The latter clause of the President’s declarations was then con- 
sidered, wherein he pleased to publish his full resolution to sit nd 
longer as President at this Board, if Mr. Elwick should continue as 
a member of it. 

“ Upon recourse to the Honorable Company’s letter in order to ffnd 
out some directions in such out of the way eases, no such appeared ; 
and thei^efore, we judged it a case of an extraordinary nature. We 
observed, however, that suspension is made the penalty of a refractory 
disorderly behaviour, as well of negligence and remissness in business ; 
and therefore the President desired the opinion of the Board, if Mr. 
Elwick had not incurred the penalty of suspension. 

“ The matter being debated for sometime, the Board thought Bt 
to come to the following agreement. 

That as Mr, Elwick, on account of his refractory disorderly and 
insolent behaviour to the President, has most justly incurred the 
penalty ordered by our Honorable Masters to be inflicted in such 
cases, as well as on account of his negligence and remissness in his 
business, which penalty is no less than suspension. And as the 
Honorable President has been pleased to put the matters upon so 
important an issue, as to declare to us all that he will not sit any 
longer as President, if Mr. Elwick is continued at this Board ; we 
think ourselves under a necessity of suspending Mr. Elwick, who has 
been guilty of remissness in his business as well as of indecent behavi- 
our to the President and to the rest of the Board ; rather than to 
part with the President, who has so long suffered Mr. Elwick’^ 
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insolence and passed by his remissness, as well as behaved himsel! 
to U8 all with the greatest candour, mildness and decency imaginable. 
It is therefore, agreed and resolved that Mr. ISTathaniel El wick be 
suspended forthwith from the Honorable Company's Service (officio 
et beneficio) till the Honorable Company’s pleasure be known con- 
cerning him. 

** As every Member of the Board was allowed to give bis opinion 
on this, as well as on all other occasions very freely, Messrs, Turner 
and Benyon declared that they could not agree to suspend Mr. Elwick ; 
because they thought the Honorable Company’s orders did not allow 
of a sufficient latitude for so doing, although they could not but con- 
fess that he had not behaved himself to the President so respectfully 
as he ought to have done.” 

Mr. Hathaniel Elwick subsequently protested against the proceed- 
ings, and then the matter ended for a while. 

The next incident to which we have to draw attention is a very 
curions one. Charles Davers, a young gentleman who came out as a 
writer in 1717, died this year ; and left an extraordinary will so illus- 
trative of the times that we give it at length. Mr. Davers had come 
out in his eighteenth year, and was not tweenty-one at the time he 
died. He was the fourth son of Sir Bobert Davers, Baronet. His 
salary appears to have been only £o a year, and yet he seems to have 
been already engaged in several commercial adventures. The desire 
of the young man to have his name and memory perpetuated is very 
striking ; but we leave the will to tell its own story. 

Thursday^ 22wd September, 1720. — In the name of God, Amen, 
I, Charles Davers, now of Port St. George in East India, Merchant, 
being of sound and perfect mind and memory, do make and ordain 
this my last will and testament in manner and form following. 

Imprimis, I recommend my soul to God who gave it, hoping 
through the merits of a crucified Saviour to obtain a joyful resurrec- 
tion ; and my body I commit to the earth to be decently interred ; 
and for all such worldly estates, as these which it has pleased God 
to bless me with, I give and bequeath as follows ; viz 

** Imprimis, I leave unto the Charity School of this place 200 pagodas; 
and desire the boys belonging to this School may attend me to the 
place of burial. Item, I leave unto the Master and Mistress of said 
School 20 pagodas each for mourning. I wish all piety and learning 
may attend them, and that they may infuse the same into the children, 
by the help of our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen, 

** Item, I leave^unto my friend Mr. Thomas Wright 20 pagodas for 
mourning. I wish all health may attend him in this world and happi*** 
In the next. - 
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Item, I leave 200 pagodas for a tomb to be erected in tbe burial 
place in form as follows. Four large pillars, each to be six covids 
high, and six covids distance one from the other ; the top to be arched, 
and upon each pillar a cherubim ; and on the top of the arch the effigy 
of Justice. My body to be laid in the middle of the four pillars, with 
a handsome stone a top of me, raised about four feet; and this 
inscription in the stone : — ** Here lyeth the body of Charles Davers, 
fourth son of Sir Bobers Davers, Bart., who departed this life the 

of Anno Domini aged The four pillars to ha 

encompassed in with iron rails, which are to go from pillar to pillar; 
and at every square, steps to be raised with stones, so as people may 
read the inscription. 

^^Itern, 1 leave the Honorable Governor, Council, and Secretary of 
this place, each a Gold idng of one pagoda and a half each value, with 
these words to be engraved in thera, “Charles Davers, obiit,” etc» 
To whom I wish all tranquillity, health, and prosperity. 

“ Item, I leave unto Dr. Pitchers, the sum of 30 pagodas in ease 
I die of my present illness, and that I did not pay him before I died^ 

“ Item, I leave unto my friend, Mr. Paul Poxley 20 pagodas for 
mourning; to whom I wish all health in this world, and happiness 
in the next. 

“ Hem, 1 leave unto the Minister that attend me 20 pagodas for 
a ring. 

“ Itevi, I leave unto my friend Mr. John Maubers 20 pagodas for 
mourning. 

“ Lastly, I leave my two trusty and beloved friends Mr. George 
Sifetwel and Mr. Oatesby Oadham, my two executors of this my last 
will and testament, and desire them to see me carried to the place of 
burial in the manner following, viz : — 

“ My Corpse to be carried from the Town Hall at seven o'clock at 
night. I desire that all the free merchants of my acquaintance to 
attend me in their palankeens to the place of burial ; and as many 
of the Company's servants as I have had any intimacy within mj 
lifetime ; that ail that attend me may have scarves and hat bands 
decent. I desire that Mr. Main, and the Charity Boys, may go 
before my corpse, and sing a hymn ; my corpse to be carried by six 
Englishmen or more ; if occasion, the minister and the rest of the 
gentlemen following. I desire of the Honorable Governor that I 
may have as many great guns fired as I am years old, which is now 
' almost twenty-one. In case it is customary to pay the great guns 
firing I desire you to do it. I desire the favour of the Captain of 
the guard to attend me ; and that you present him with a gold ring 
the same as the Governor and Counoil. And now as to my Estate^ 
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I have 1,086 ounces of silver, which my father sent me out this yean 
I am concerned with Mr, Thomas Theobalds in a respondentia bond 
in the “ George*’ Brigantine. I have also an adventure with Captain 
James Hnrdis, the prime cost being 72 pagodas and a half. I have 
at this time in my esoritore about 100 pagodas, besides clothes and 
linen ; an account of which I always keep in my esoritore. I desire 
of my two executors to accept of 30 pagodas each for mourning ; 
and each a ring of 15 pagodas value, with my name and time of 
death engraved upon it. 

** After my corpse is buried, which I desire may be done very hand- 
somely, the remainder of my estate I desire may be laid out in rice, 
and be given to the poor at the burial place, as long as it lasts. 
This I declare to be my last will and testament.** 

Charles Bavers.” 

In the early part of 1721, an event transpired in Black Town 
which appears to have given no little trouble to the Governor, The 
Warehouse Oonicopilly had seduced a Bajpoot woman residing at 
Madras ; and the strictness of the ideas of honour prevailing among 
the Bajpoots, led her relations to demand the severest punishment 
against the offender. The story is sufficiently told in the following 
extract from the consultations, 

‘‘ Thunday, 23rd February, 1721.— Petition from Yenkatarauze, 
an inhabitant of this place of the Bajpoot caste, was presented to the 
Board ; the import of the said petition, being a complaint against 
Davaroy, the Warehouse Oonicopilly for seducing his sister from 
her lawful husband, and forcibly detaining her when she was 
demanded by himself and her said husband. The President there- 
upon acquainted the Board that this complaint had been made to 
him singly a few days since; whereupon he confined hini to the 
Choultry, with a resolution to re-examine the case at the Board ; 
the complainant being very pressing and importunate for justice ; 
and being so much exasperated at the shame and disgrace which 
their family was like to suffer on the occasion, that they could 
scarcely be restrained from murdering themselves as well as the 
woman ; the caste or tribe to which they belong being so nicely 
strict in their rules with regard to matters that concern their honour, 
that they choose much rather to suffer death than ignominy or 
reproach. Davaroy being brought before the Board, and examined 
upon the occasion ; he replied that Yenkatarauze came about ten 
days ago to him and told him that his sister had returned from the 
place, to which he sent her up in the country, but that he could not 
find her. Davaroy added that thereupon he sent to one Eyamoi* 
Yillevoehum a Washerman's wife and bid her look for the girl ; and ' 
when she had found her she told her that her brother desired she 
might be carried to Davaroy’s house. Davaroy added that when the 
girl was brought thither it was very late, and that therefore he 
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asked the Washerwoman why she brought her at thafe unseasonable 
time of night, and bid her go away ; but that they desired to lodge 
in the house that night, for fear of being taken up by the rounds. 
That in the morning, just before he went to the Fort, he enquired 
which was the Eajpoot woman; who when she saw him desired hia 
protection from her friends, who, she said, would use her ill whenever 
she returned to them. He affirmed that he then bid her go a second 
time, but she replied, she was afraid and could not go; and then the 
Washerwoman told him that if he did not keep her from her relations 
she should suffer very much. Whereupon he came to the Fort. 
Davaroy further declared that he could not deny but that Tenkata- 
rauzfe came to ’bis house the next day, and demanded his sister, as 
having heard that she was there ; and that he replied that it was not 
in his power to deliver her up, but that he mighi; go to his master. 
That the third day the said Yenkatarauze met him in the street, and 
demanded his sister again ; and that he replied, that he had been hard 
at work in the Fort, and was very much fatigued,? but that he would 
talk with him in the morning ; when the said Yenkatarauze went and 
made his complaint to the Governor. 

^ Yenkatarauze, the complainant, being called in, and asked con- 
cerning the matter in dispute ; he declared that about four months 
since, having heard that his sister frequently went to the afore- 
mentioned Washerwoman’s house who bore no very reputable cha- 
3raw3t6r, he began to be apprehensive, lest his sister should be seduced 
by her, if he did not timely prevent it ; and that therefore he sent 
her up in the country to some relations there, but that lately return- 
ing again very privately (which however came to his knowledge) he 
sent to the aforesaid Washerwoman’s to enquire where she was. The 
Washerwoman at first replied, that she knew not ; but afterwards 
assured him she was in the house of Davaroy ; whither he accordingly 
went, and meeting him at home, intreated him to deliver up his 
sister in order to prevent shame and infamy from falling upon their 
whole family, which the detention of his sister would unavoidably 
occasion. The said Yenkatarauze farther declares, that the defendant 
Davaroy then returned him for answer, that she was not in his house, 
but somewhere in the street ; that thereupon being exasperated, be 
persisted in bis demands of the girl; telling him without that if be 
was resolved, himself and family should kill themselves or leave the 
bounds ; they would do either of the two. To which Davaroy replied, 
they might do what they would, but that he could not make up the 
matter in less than eight or ten day’s time, when the Ships were 
gone for Europe. 

The Washerwoman being called in, and asked concerning this 
matter, she declared that the Plaintiff Yenkatarauze did go to Dava- 
roy and demand his sister ; and that thereupon she herself was sent 
for by him, who bid her look amongst the cooly Washerwomen 
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for the girl ; which sh© did accordingly, found her, and brought her 
to Davaroy’s house, who bid her go away; that they replied it was 
late, and that they were afraid of being taken up by the rounds ; for 
which reason they desired to lie there that night. This deponent 
further alleged, that then Davaroy permitted them to st;iy, but 
ordered her to take care of the girl, and stay with her. In the 
morning they asked Bavaroy what they should do with her; who 
replied she might go. The deponent added that she told Davaroy, 
that if the girl returned to her relations they would murder her. 
Whereupon Dayaroy gave them leave to continue in bis house for 
three, days ; two of which, this deponent adds, she remained with 
the girl ; but confesses that the third day she was absent. 

** The sister to the Plaintiff Venkatarauze, being brought before ^ 
the Board, was asked if Davaroy was guilty of the several particulars 
wherewith he now stood charged. In answer whereto, the woman 
declared in the affirmative and offered her oath to the same. 

**The foregoing depositions being heard and fully considered; 
Bavaroy was remanded to the Choultry, and the several persons con- 
cerned m this affair, dismissed the room.” 

. This affair was debated at very great length, and occupies an im- 
portant place in the records. The case was subsequently handed over 
io the arbitration of the heads of the castes, and Davaroy was sentenced 
to pay the sum of four hundred pagodas. 

Our next extract refers to the general state of affairs in the Dekkan 
It has already been mentioned that Hussein Ali Khan had been 
assassinated, and that Cheen KuliokKhan, alias Hizam-ool-Moolk, was 
Sabah of the Dekkan. The entry though short may be useful to the 
historian. 

Tuesday^ 21si March, 1721. — The President acquaints the Board 
that he has received repeated advices from our spy peons at the 
Habob s Camp, relating to Cheen Kulick Khan’s coming this way with 
a very powerful army ; that he (Cheen Kulick Khan) had summoned 
all the Nabobs of this country to come to him to give an account of 
their management ; and that it is thought he will come to Gin jee. The 
President therefore proposes to every one to consider, whether his 
coming this way may not prejudice the Honorable Company’s affairs, 
if we do not send a present, attended with proper persons to treat 
with him. The President further acquaints the Board that it is 
reported Diaram is with him ; but as there is no certainty of it at 
present, he intends to make further enquiry.” 

About this time Governor Hastings was engaged in an enquiry into 
the murder of two Englishmen at Syriam in Pegu. The event excited 
considerable attention at the- time, but has long since been devoid 
of interest. The main features however may be related as illustrative : 
.of the mode in which the British traded with Pegu about a century 
Mid a half ago, 



ME. FEANOm EABTima. 


In 1720 a Captain Heron resided at Syriam, a few miles to the 
sonth-east of Ban goon, in the character of British Eesident ; and it 
had been customary on the arrival of any of the Gompany^s ships at 
the Syriam river, for Captain Heron to transact all the necessary 
business with the Prince of Syriam, or even the King of Pegu, and 
: to give the supercargo such aid and advice as lay in bis power. About 
this time the Company’s ship ** Lusitania,” with Mr. Stephen Orme 
as Supercargo, arrived at the Syriam river. For the first day or two 
Mr. Orrae lodged at Captain Heron’s honse, and all things went on 
smoothly. Mr. Orme however refused the proffered assistance of 
Captain Heron, and acted for himself. He made hi&own presents to 
the Prince of Syriam, and rejected the aid of Captain Heron’s over- 
* seer whilst conducting the repairs of his vessel. A coolness naturally 
sprung up between the two, which was greatly increased when Mr. 
Orme not only took a separate house, but hoisted the English flag in 
his compound. The quarrel soon extended to the subordinates ; and 
whenever the Lascars of the “Lusitania’^ went ashore they were 
obstructed and affronted by the Lascars of Captain Heron. The 
former requested Mr. Orme that they might be permitted to resent 
these affronts ; but he replied that be should severely punish any 
one of his crew who should make any attack upon Captain Heron’s 
men unless he had received the first blow. 

Under these promising circumstances the time came round for 
i the Mussulman feast called/* Hossein Jossen,” and the “Feast of 
Jamsee better known as the Mohurrura. This festival is celebrated 
by dancing round large fires in the vicinity of the Mosque, together 
with mock fighting which generally ended in real blows. Accord- 
ingly Captain Heron had never permitted any Englishman to go 
near these festivities, and had very often prevented the Lascai‘s 
from doing so. Above all it was strictly forbidden that any one 
should carry English colours on the occasion. It seems however 
that a number of Lascars from the “Lusitania,” together with 
others from some Moors ships, went to the feast, followed at a dis- 
tance by five Europeans. Whether colours were carried or not 
^ appears to be uncertain. But an affray broke out, in which Cojee 
Zachary, an Armenian merchant at Syriam, interfered at the head 
of his Lascars; being also accompanied by the Lascars of Captain 
Heron. It was in this affray that the Chief Mate and Gunner were 
murdered at the direct instigation of Cojee Zachary. We quote the 
deposition of one of the witnesses as a sample of the whole. 

“ I, the under written Manoel DeMoiite, inhabitant and married 
in -this city of Madras, do hereby declare that I being in Syriam in 
tbe time that the Moors made their feast; we, the Lascars belonging 
i to the Frigate called the “Lusitania,” and some Moor’s Ships, 
joined at night and were going to the place where the feast was 
kept; and when we came to the Street wherein lives the Moors 
CaJafa, we met the Lascars of Cojee Zachary and Captain Hex'on* 
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The streets being very narrow, we could not pass by them in a body, 
and the Pilot of the Frigate (who was in our Company) went and 
desired them friendly to. go forward, or grant us liberty to pass 
them. Instead of bearing his petition, one^ of the Moors insulted 
him and gave him many blows. We seeing that, we all arose 
against them and made them presently run away ; and so continued . 
our march to the place where the feast was kept* A little while 
after came Cojee Zachary on horse back, with a lance in his hand 
(made after the country fashion) ; and after him his Lascars, and 
gome of the natives, all armed with sticks and stones. The Pilot of 
the Frigate perceiving Zachary, he went to him and took the reins 
of his bridle in his hand, and begged of Zachary not to take notice 
of what bad happened. Zachary gave him no answer, and shaking ^ 
his head he went round the fire crying, “Beat the dogs;’’ and 
immediately the quarrel began, which grew so great that our people 
all run away, except the Pilot and Gunner of the Frigate. Z^achary. 
spying them out ordered his people to beat them; and be went 
himself to assist them, and with the lance that he carried in his 
hand, he wounded the Pilot, of which wound, the Pilot fell on the 
ground. Zachary perceiving that, and that the Gunner was yet 
safe and running. away, he ordered his people to run after him and 
bring him back; which they did and beat him in the presence of 
Zachary till the Gunner fell dead ; which Zachary perceiving, and it 
being near the fire round which the Moors celebrated the ceremony 
of their feast, he ordered to bring a light; and looking on and 
examining the wo corpses, and finding they were dead, he retired 
to his house. To the truth of which, being acted in rny presence, 

I standing all the while in a house near the place, where all this 
was acted, I do hereby declare and certify, and take my oath on the 
holy Evangelist in Madras, this 8th da,y of May, l72l.” 

The next day Mr. Orme, appealed to the Prince of Syriam for 
justice against Gojee Zachary, but appears to have been greatly 
obstructed by Captain Heron. The information was transmitted to 
the king of Ava, and the latter ordered “ that Zachary should be in 
the sun three days, be bored through his cheeks and cut in his back ' 
seven times, and pay a hundred visa of silver ; and that each one of 
all the others concerned should receive one hundred blows ; pro- 
Tided that Captain Heron would declare in the public Ronda that 
the whole story was true.” It would seem that Zachary escaped 
punishment ; and on reaching Madras Mr. Orme charged Captain 
Heron before Governor Hastings with having been bribed to screen 
the murderer. It will be sufficient to say that the charge of bribery * 
feu to the ground, but that Captain Heron received a severe repri% 
mand from the Court of Directors. 

' It was soon after this enquiry that the Governorship of Mr. Francis 
Hastings was brought abruptly to a close. The quarrel with 
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Mr, Eiwick was brought to an nnfaFonrablo termination ; for instead 
of Ms suspension being confirmedj he was appointed Governor of 
Fort St, George and Mr. Hastings was removed. The proceedings 
are somewhat obscure, the General letters from the Court of Directors 
being missing. We can therefore only extract the following antry^ 
after which Mr. Nathaniel Elwick took his seat in tbePresideiiB s chair, 

Sunday^ October^ 1721. — Ships Heathcote*' and ** Marl- 
borough’' (belonging to the Honorable Company), arrived this after* 
noon from Great Britain ; by whom received two packets from the 
Honorable Court of Directors, directed to the Honorable Nathaniel 
Eiwick, Esq., President and Governor, William Jennings, Nathaniel 
Turner, ,Eicfaard Benyon, Catesby Qadham, J ohn Bmmerson, Bandal 
Fowke, James Hubbard, and George Drake. All except Mr. Jennings 
immediately met in the Consultation Boom in the Fort ; where all 
the Company’s servants, both Civil and Military, and other inhabi- 
tants, were summoned; and on their appearance the packet was opened 
and the Commission read to them, after which they withdrew.” 
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Our readers will already have remarked that during the period 
now under review, Fort St* George was singularly free from any 
interference on the part of the Nabob of the Carnatic or Subah 
of the Dekkan. This tranquil state of a&irs continued for some 
years. The rent was paid regularly, and at intervals compliments 
and presents were interchanged, but no di^erenees appear to have 
arisen like those which mark the early annals of Madras. A change 
also is perceptible in what may be called the domestic history of the 
Presidency. Much of the roughness of the early period had passed 
away. Manners became less quaint and simple, but more refined ; 
and altogether there is a better tone in the consultations. Decorum 
was more strictly preserved, whatever doubts may be entertained as 
to any real improvement in the morality of the times. 

The first event in the new administration was however an eslra- 
ordinary one. On the very Sunday, the 15th of October, 1721, that 
Mr. Ml wick took the place of Mr. Hastings in the President’s chair, 
the new Governor asked the Secretary for the Cash book, in order 
that he might see the balance ; but found that it was closed up only 
to the end of the previous month, and that no entry of receipts 
or disbursements had been made for the month of October, Accord- 
ingly, as it was too late to examine the actual state of the cash that 
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evening, ilie oasla chest was sealed up, and the key o! the Godown 
in which the silver was^kept, called the Silver Godown, was delivered 
lip; and Mr. Hastings, the late President, and Mr. Cooke, the 
Secretary, were requested to be present in the morning to see them 
both opened. 

On the following morning the council assembled in the Consul- 
tation Eoom, Mr. Hastings was not present, but Mr. Cooke was 
sent for to see the Silver Godown opened. The proceedings may 
here be described in the language of the official entry. 

** Monday, I6tli October, I721.“-Mr. Thomas Cooke being sent for, 
pursuant to an order of yesterday’s Consultation, to see the Silver 
Godown opened and the treasure delivered, acquaints the Board 
that there is none at all in the Godown ; he having sold the last 
29 chests by an order of Mr. Hastings, since the Consultation of 
the 2nd instant, at 14 dollars per 10 pagodas ; which he intended to 
have reported the first Consultation tlaat should have been held. He 
was asked to pay in the produce of the silver, but he answered he had 
not received it. The Board then told him that, as he had sold it with- 
out any authority, they looked upon him to be accountable for it ; 
and demanded what security he could give for the payment of it. 
In answer to which he desired time till the afternoon, when he 
doubted not he should be able to give security to our satisfaction- 
He was then ordered to withdraw, and acquainted we should want 
Mm by and by.” * 

“ The President then acquaints the Board that he sent to Mr. 
Hastings, to desire to speak with him upon the matters of his cash 
account. Accordingly Mr. Hastings attended the President at the 
Port, where they had a private conference in the President’s room ; 
the result thereof from Mr. Hastings was, that he was deficient in the 
cash account, but that he would in seven days time make it good and 
deliver in the cash account with the balance. In the mean time he 
desired to reside at the garden for his health and convenience ; and 
likewise desired leave to retire to the Mount till the next ship sails 
for England, on which he hopes to embark. 

** Mr. Thomas Cooke was again sent for to the Board, and the money 
for the 29 chests of silver demanded of him. He answered he could 
Bot at present comply therewith, but that in twenty days’ time he 
would make good the amount of what the 29 chests sold for. Upon 
' which the Board insisted on security till he has paid the money. He 
I answered at present he had not any to o:fier, but that he would go 
get security. Accordingly he was acquainted we should meet 
again at fohr o’clock, and that then we shall exnect he brings it with . 
him.” ", 

Pour o’clock came, when the following discussion took place in the 
Consultation Boom. 
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ooasnlfcation), and g.i. of the 29 chests of treasure; 

answerableforthe amount of the sale p^tLnt’s bond for the 

and if the Board does not think .,,. . „j;gpjj 3 .tio the bond witk 

same sufficient seowrity.that he is wdl ng for a sum of 

Sots? “5pr;M.s;slA»=s .. .m tk. 

security to the Honorable ? with, it and made over to the 
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***“ A^eed that aa the Preaideot 

Hasting’a Tisit to him this jjjg cash account, and Mr. 

Hastings on the su^ecb and that the 

Cooke’s debt account, viz., 29 chests ot^ he wUl give security for 
President desires to ^ ■ gfgg fof Mr. Cooke’s debt on account 

his debt on account of the cash, as ^so m ^ President’s 
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cash account,aud the 29 chests of treMure^^^^^^^ sv&lmni security 

Cooke ; aud that having demanded the money, 

for each, the 1?*® t mSow (S te said Vas as soon as 

certainly on the day transited) pay him the balance of 
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• the cash account on chests of silver, he desires till the 

and that as totheafiair of the 29 chests otsuv ^ ^ with 

time is elapsed which the said silver was ^ 

desiring ?fj® c„tabion To which the President 

°°Tl‘heToSno member of tL Board any way inclined thereto. 
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unless TTastines was taken dangerously ill. 
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See of the cash, the following entries are recorded. 
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Wednesday^ ISih October, 1721. — The President reports that upon 
hearing of the late President’s dangerous illness, he sent for Mr. 
Cooke, and demanded of him security for the 29 chests of treasure 
which he has disposed of out of the Warehouse. He replied he could 
.not give in security for the same. Whereupon the President thought 
himself obliged to deliver him to the Captain of the Guard’s charge ; 
but that upon his request, he had permitted him to remain in the. 
lodgings of the Warehouse under sentinels.” 

Mr. Cooke being thus confined as security for the 29 chests of silver 
the next thing to be considered was what was to be done about the 
cash balance. On perusing a rough draft of the cash book, it was 
discovered that Mr. Hastings was indebted to the Company more than 
seventy -two thousand pagodas ; whilst the amount of cash actually 
remaining in the treasury may be gathered from the following 
extract of the same date as the foregoing. 

Wednesday, Walsh brought the key of the cash 

chest and opened it ; upon which there was found, in money one 
Fanam, and some Firmauns and Husbulhookums ; being 29 from the 
Mogul, and the Commission for trying the pirates ; also a paper with 
blue seals, said to be a purse belonging to Dalton deceased in Pegu. 
iThese were all the things found in the, chest, except some empty 
pagoda bags. Mr. Walsh being asked if he brought any message 
from Mr. Hastings, answered he bad none. 

Agreed that to-morrow morning the late President’s cash account 
t>e drawn out, sent to him, and the balance demanded to be forth- 
with paid; and after having had a long debate upon the matter, 
it was also agreed that the President do give orders to the Captain 
of the Goard for securing the pei'son of the late President from 
making his escape from the place till such time as that he has paid 
the Honorable Company, what he owes them on his cash account 
ilad the 29 chests of silver reported to be sold by Mr. Cooke.” 

Hot-withstanding this singularly empty state of the Silver Godown 
and Treasury Chest, Mr. Hastings scarcely appears to have been 
a dishonest man; and it was only the sudden manner in which 
he was required to vacate the chair that caused the deficiency. On 
the next day he paid in ten thousand pagodas ; on the Saturday 
following he deposited diamonds to the value of twenty thousand 
pagodas more, and a few days afterwards gave ample security for 
the' remainder. Unfortunately for him the illness with which be 
had been attacked proved fatal. The following simple entries tell 
their own story. 

Tuesday, December, 1721.— Mr. Francis* Hastings, late Presi- 

dent, desires leave to go home on the “ Marlborough,” which is ^ 
granted, believing the security we have on the Honorable Company’s 
account more than sufficient to answer their, demands ; the very 
ill state of health he is in, and the little likelihood of his life ff 
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he oontimiea here, bein«? siifficienfs motives thereto. We have also 
permi&fced his servant, Thomas KewtotJ, to go with him; he being 
as Mr. Hastings says a very useful servant to him, and has Jong 
since served his time to the Honorable Company. 

15S Becemler^ 172L — This evening died the late Presi- 
dent^ Francis Hastings, Bsq.” 

The year 1721 was rendered memorable by a great storm, which 
took place during the Horth East monsoon, and occasioned very 
great damage. The records describe exactly the same kind of 
weather which still visits the coast of Coromandel at intervals ; but 
in addition to the terrors of the storm, it would seem that in cases 
of shipwreck some fears were entertained of the Moors, though not 
to the same extent as in former years. The following extracts will 
describe the commotion which attended such an event a hundred 
and forty years ago. 

''^Monday, IWi ’November^ 1721. — ^The Captain of the **King 
George” having yesterday in the afternoon received his despatches, 
was this morning to take his leave of the President, who went with 
him to the Sea Gate to see him oj^; but the surf running very high, 
he could not get over,, but hoped for meeting with an opportunity 
in the afternoon ; but the wind and weather increased rather than 
abated, growing very thick to the north east. As the evening 
approached rain came on and wind in greater abundance, which 
prevented him from going off that night. 

\Uh November , — All last night and this day the wind and rain 
continued with more violence than yesterday, and increased towards 
noon to a great storm. ^ The rapidity of the waters out of the 
country was so great that it broke two of our bridges, that next to the 
Fort and the other on the road towards Triplicane. At the former of 
these there was at least two feet fall, which must be a prodigious 
stream to so small a bridge ; and as to the other it was hardly dr3% so 
consequently the more liable to this disaster. The whole Island was 
overflowed, and nothing all round us to be seen but water, tops of 
hedges and trees. The rains and floods have carried away most of the 
Maequaw and poor peoples^ houses in the suburbs of Madras. The 
weather at one o^cIock in the afternoon, was so thick and hazy that 
we could not see a stone cast round us ; and notwithstanding we are 
extremely alarmed at frequent firings from the ships in the road all this 
afternoon, yet we cannot do anything for the security either of our 
Honorable Masters’ goods, ships or treasure ; the surf flying quite un 
to the gates, and impossible for almost anything to live upon the sea. 

“ IM Nommber.---Thm morning the wind began to abate and the 
weather to clear up ; but on our looking out into the road we could 
perceive only one ship remaining, which in the afternoon we heard 
was the “ Heathcote ” The Chief Mate writes ashore that the brigan- 
tine he had not seen ail yesterday, nor the ^‘King George,” nor the 
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Dartmoiiib” since that day at noon. As for tbe Marlborough' 
she drove abont 5 in the afternoon ; and he judged that ship which 
was then at an anchor within half a mile of the surf off St. Thom4 
to be her. Captains Blliston, Warden, and Crossing, and Mr. Bates, 
Chief Mate of tbe Marlborough/^ desired horses to go down and 
see her, and look if any more were to be seen to the southward, but 
after all that they could do it was impossible for them to get over 
the river, so they were obliged to return. We endeavoured immedi- 
ately after that to send off anchors and cables to the ** Marlborough," 
who made frequent signals of distress ; bnc the boat we put the cable 
into (and in which the Chief Mate was going) filled and split to pieces. 
However we with much ado got off a cable that afternoon, and tbe 
Chief Mate went aboard. As soon as he was there, he hoisted his 
Ensign in the fore shrouds, the signal agreed upon in case of another 
ship in distress below there ; but notwithstanding all that we could 
do, we were obliged to defer sending an anchor till the next morning. 

‘‘We also ordered three boats to be got ready and seven soldiers 
to go in each boat ; Captains Warden, Blliston, and Crossing, whose 
ships and brigantine were missing, went one in each of them. But 
an accident prevented that wherein Captain Warden was from pro- 
ceeding, which was her oversetting; by which misfortune a Sergeant 
and three men were drowned. 

“ The Honorable President in the morning, perceiving the ships 
were missing, despatched lOO peons to the southward along the sea 
side to see if any wrecks came ashore ; but the rivers being so very 
deep and rapid, and tbe country under water, that the peons could 
not pass ; so that bad not any intelligence till the I7th in the after- 
noon from the Chief of Ooveiong. However it was judged necessary 
to have an account of the abovemenfeioned signal, in order to send 
the men as before related. Captain Crossing was in the first boat 
that went off that evening ; when he got aboard the Marlborough’*" 
fired one gun, which was agreed to be done if the signal on the fore 
shrouds in the evening was not a mistake. 

A letter from Captain Tolson’s Chief Mate to him, of this day’s 
date, giving an account of the storm is hereunder entered. 

Heatheote,” Novemher VJthj 1721. 

** Captain Tolson, 

“ Sir, 

These are to inform you that the ship has met with no further 
misfortune than the loss of the Long boat and the parting of our 
small Bower Cable ; though I must confess it is less tlian expected. 
It is impossible to relate the extremity of weather we had as to the 
Ships. I cannot tell further of them than that ship to the Southward 
of St. Thome I take to be the “Marlborough/' The “Barmouth" 

I see drive yesterday in the afternoon ; the whether coming on so thick 
saw no more of her. The “ King George" I saw yesterday noon. 
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The brigantine we saw nothing of, which impute to the thickness of 
the weather at that time ; but heartily wish they may be well, which I 
much doubt. The “King George/' she being a very pestered ship, or 
indeed the rest, I cannot see what they could do by going to sea with 
the wind at north east, and north east by east, and such a grown sea. 

I am, Sir, 

Tour most humble Servant, 

Bog-be Hale.'* 

“ 16^?^ Nommler . — The Honorable President received a letter from 
Captain Elliston on board the “ Marlborough,*' acquainting us she rode 
in six fathom water, and that since eigbi o'clock Tuesday morning 
she had seen neither of the other Ships, but she has lost four anchors, 
and had only their sheet anchor left ; but that they had one of the 
Company's stocked, and desired timber to stock another, and a large 
Gattamaran to carry their anchors out to work'further off shore. The 
President forthwith sent them an anchor of 25 tons weight ready' 
stocked, on a large Cattamaran, according to their desire, and they 
have immediately gone out in deeper water, and now she is very safe. 

“ Captain Tolson also communicated to us a letter that he received 
from his Mate, importing the ship laboured prodigiously during all 
that Hurricane, which has forced all the oakum out of her upper 
works; that they rode almost under water which had damaged Very 
much their provisions ; that their sheet cable and best bower were 
both rubbed very much, and the outward cable to the best bower 
anchor very bad ; that she had worked down all the cabins in the 
steerage, and the bulk head, and broke all their hen coops to pieces. 
Late at night the President received a letter from Captains Elliston 
and Crossing, two miles off Covelong, importing they had met nothing 
like a wreck in their way, but a long boat and David which they 
believed belonged either to the ** Marlborough" or ** Heatbcote." 

“ Friday 1 17th Fovemherf 1721 , — The President acquaints the Board 
that, by peons sent from hence, he received advice about noon from 
the Chief of Govelong, that a ship is drove ashore about eight miles 
to the Southward of said place ; and that 5 chests and 20 Europeans 
are come ashore and seized by the Moors ; but what ship is stranded, 
the peons could not tell the name of, ^ 

“ Agreed that the “ Heathcote" be forthwith ordered under sail to 
the wreck ; that twenty Europeans and Captain Sutherland be sent 
upon her to protect the wreck, with ten Lascars and ammunition, as 
also sixty spare arms for the Ship's Company ; with all other neces- 
I ’ saries and as many Mussoolas as can be spared, together with such 
as we can borrow from St. Thom^. Fourteen Enropeans are already 
at Covelong, under command of Captains Elliston and Crossing, as 
also twenty Lascars," ^ 
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Friday, 17t'h November^ 1721.‘-~Beceived a le&ter from foe Chief 
of file Flemings at Coveiong, advising that an English Ship' was 
stranded at Mauveiipuram, and that the people that we sent down 
were arrived there ; that the Moors at his intercession treated them 
very well ; let them have two palankeens and a horse to go to the 
wreck, and enquire news of the others that were missing ; that thev 
had secured all the sailors, but upon the Captain’s request had 
released them again ; and he assures us that the Moors will not in 
the least hinder but rather be assisting to us in this affair.’’ 

We now turn to an incident, which is by no means without a 
parallel in the early history of Madras, and which at the same time 
is very significant. The Governors of Fort St. George appear about 
this period to have each had some very clever ISTative acting for them 
under the name of theBubash; and this Governor s Dubasb not only 
transacted all the private business of bis master, such as sales and 
purchases, but was frequently guilty of extortion and oppression 
towards his fellow countrymen, of which no one can have the slightest 
conception who is not intimately acquainted with the native character. 
Of course after the death or departure of a Governor many of these 
acts of tyranny came oat, and the Bubash was made to disgorge a 
portion of his ill-gotten gains. Thus some time after the death of 
Mr. Hastings, his BuJaash Mar Kistna, got into trouble ; though we 
may remark in passing, that his evil deeds were subsequently left in 
the shade by another Native who afterwards acted as Bubash to 
Governor Macrae. 

The story of Governor Hasting^s Bubash is however somewhat 
singular from the fact of this clever extortioner being of a jocular and 
musical turn ; and indeed seems to have been a type of a character 
but little known to the European, namely that of a convivial Hindoo. 
Bickens tells a story of a London cabman who was sentenced to 
solitary confinement for six weeks for having thrashed a fare;” and 
who thereupon lay upon his back and sang comic songs all day. It 
does however seem somewhat strange that a similar character should 
have turned up in the records of this Presidency. We give the 
original entry. 

Saturday, Sth September, 1722. — We have acquainted the Honor- 
able Court of Birectors that we had secured Mar Kistna, Mr. Hasting’s 
•s^ Bubash, whom we had severe complaints against for large debts 
owing to sundry persons, and other indirect management. He hath 
now either made full satisfaction, or given security for all the 
demands that have appeared against him, except a debt to Amerash 
Tacca,a Company’s merchant, and to the estate of his master Hastings. 
His crimes are so enormous that they call for public punishment, 
that he may be an example to future Dubashes how.they make use 
of their Master’s power in an unwarrantable manner* He at present 
compiams of a lameness in his limbs, how real we cannot determine ; 
but shall leave the determination of his case till the Europe ships 
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are gone. He always bad a lodging in the Fort, and a sentry upon 
him, and bad the liberty of bis acquaintance, till the Company’s 
Merchants reported that he lived so jocular with his singing master 
attending him, that be would never think of paying him bis money; 
which was above two months since, when the President ordered him 
into the Ensign’s room upon the Main Guard, and the door to be 
shut; though however be still observes a constant levee at his 
window every morning.” 

The following extract will furnish a sufficient illustration of Mar 
Kistna’s proceedings, 

8th September, 1722. 

‘‘ A Declaration of Tomhoo Ohetty and Mooia Yenhitia Qhdty. 

“ We, Tombee Chetty and Moota Tenkitfca Chetty, do hereby 
declare that Mar Kistna sent for and told us, that as we had entered 
into a contract with the Honorable Company, we ought to give the 
Governor 5,000 pagodas, which he then demanded. Upon our refus- 
ing to give the said money, he went and told the Governor some 
false stories, which occasioned us to be confined one day at the 
Gardens. About 12 o’clock that night the peons carried us to Mar^ 
Histna’s house, when we asked why we put him to so much trouble 
without any reason. He answered, that if we would lay down 5,000 
pagodas we may go free, or else we should be confined in the Choultry. 
Notwithstanding those threats we still refused to give any money. 
Then he sent us to the Choultry, and put us in a close prison, where 
two men can scarce stand ; and ordered the peons not to let us 
go out without the door upon any account whatsoever, but made us 
eat and drink and live entirely in that little place. About four or 
five days after he gave orders that we should not have any provisions 
whatsoever, but once in four days, and then only a little rice and water, 
and of that not half enough to satisfy our appetites. One day we 
lighted a lamp in the said godown ; which Mar Histna saw, and ordered 
it immediately to be put out. Sometime after we sent a man to the 
said Mar Kistna to ask him how he could be so barbarous to us. He 
answered, that we should not be released unless we would give the 
said 5,000 pagodas; telling the said prvant that if we would give the 
said money, to come and tell him ; if not, not to come to him again ; 
and then he ordered the peon to push the said man out of his house. 
Sometime after he sent a man to us to tell us that if we would give 

3.000 pagodas we should be free ; which we refused.' Sometime after 

2.000 pagodas; then that we should be released for 1,500 pagodas. 
Lastly he sent word, if we would directly lay down 1,000 pagodas we 
should be set at liberty. But finding he could not get any thing 
from us he increased his barbarity to the utmost of his power, and 
then released us, all which was by the persuasion of Mar Kistna. 
Therefore we hope this Honorable Board will examine this afiair.” 
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The subsequent treatment of Mar Kistna may be gathered from 
the following extracts : — 

“ Wednesday, lOth Ocioher, 1722. — Agreed that Mar Kistna be, as 
he has petitioned, permitted to go about Town under a guard of 
peons and Talliars in the day time, to gather in his effects, in order 
to satisfy what he owes to the estates of Messrs. Hastings, Wright, 
and other creditors ; that the Petitioners be permitted to sue Kistna 
in the Mayor’s Court if they please, and that the peons and Talliars 
every night do return Mar Kistna to his confinement, till he has 
satisfied all his creditors,” 

“ Tuesday, lltli Becemher, 17*22. — Petition of Mar Kistna read, 
setting forth that being under confinement at the Port, and not having 
conveniences proper to take the necessary physic for recovery of his 
health, it is agreed he be delivered to the charge of the Chief Peon, 
and Taliar, and that he remains at his own house.” 

After this Mar Kistna managed to satisfy all his creditors and 
obtained his liberty. 

The following extracts regarding the Armenians will be found 
interesting, as throwing light upon the mode in which trade was 
carried on in the olden time. Our readers will bear in mind tbe 
distinction between the Company’s trade, and the trade carried on by 
the Company’s servants and merchants of the place. 

** Monday, %ltlh April, 1724. — ^The President told the Board that 
the Armenians had for a long time behaved themselves in a very 
insolent haughty manner; and bad rendered themselves not only 
undeserving the great privileges granted them, but likewise obnoxi- 
ous to the Government by several actions, contrary to the rules and 
regulations thereof ; and that he had ordered them to atttend the 
Board to answer to several facts he had to charge them with. The 
first was that Codejee George, and the resD of the owners of tbe Ship 

London,” had imported great part of the Ship’s Cargo at Pondi- 
cherry, to the amount of 12,000 pagodas, contrary to the order of the 
Company ; as would fully appear from their letter of the 7bh April 
1 708, where they order the native inhabitants to be expelled the bounds, 
if they carry the trade to St. Thomd to the prejudice of the customs 
of Madras; which by parity of reason holds the same with respect to 
Pondicherry, since wherever the goods are imported, still the customs 
are lost to them. He, the President, likewise produced the Company’s 
letter of the 19th December 1719, where are these remarkable words, 
speaking of the French, — that none of our Servants, whether Euro- 
peans or Indians, nor any of our Merchants or Brokers, be permitted 
to buy or sell for them, or otherwise assist them in their trade or 
merchandize. He added that Codejee Petrus, an Armenian lately ' 
arrived from Manilla, and an inhabitant of this place, had contracted 
with the French this very year for 30,000 dollars worth of goods upon 
reight ; and that besides they had encouraged one JBassilio, a subject 
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of Maiiilia, to come hibher and carry away the freight from this place ; 
all which actions bend greatly to the damage of the Company with 
respect to their customs, and to the place itself, by encouraging 
foreigners and destroying the navigation of the English. He added 
that this evil had been long growing to the height it now is, and that 
as it is daily increasing, if the Board do not take some measures to 
prevent it, the commerce of Madras must inevitably fall away to 
nothing. 

The matter being sometime debated, and the privileges granted 
the Armenians duly considered, they were called in and told that it 
was the express orders of the Company, that no inhabitant of Madras 
should be allowed to import goods in any foreign settlement to the 
prejudice of the customs of this place. Likewise that none under 
the English protection were to aid and assist other nations in their 
trade and navigation, to the detriment of the English. They affirmed 
that they never had done any thing of this kind ; bub being pressed 
with the importation of goods at Pondicherry, Codejee George 
assured the Board that he knew nothing of the doing of it till the 
goods were ashore and sold ; and as to the contract with the French, 
Codjee Petrus told them that money came from Manilla for account 
of Spaniards there, and consigned to him and another Armenian 
upon the French Ship, and that his orders were to return it on the 
same Ship.. 

They were then ordered to withdraw, and after some small debate 
it was agreed bo overlook what was past, but to let them know that 
if they were guilty of such practices for the future, they should be 
proc^eded against with the utmost rigour, in compliance with the 
orders of our Honorable Masters. They were called in accordingly, 
and told the resolution of the Board ; to which they promised due 
obedience.” 

Wednesday^ 20th May^ 1724 — The Armenians not taking warn* 
ing by the late orders given them at the Board, but growing more 
insolent ; and having since engaged with one Agostinho Bassilio, 
who is a Spaniard and come to this place, where he has offered 
freight at a lower rate than has for many years been customary, to 
the vast prejudice of the trade and navigation of this place ; it was 
proposed bo put a stop to such proceedings ; but this being a matter 
of great moment, after some debate about the methods to be used in 
such a case, the Board thought fit to defer coming to a resolution 
thereupon till they had more fully considered it/' 

“ Tuesday, 26th May, 1724.— The Board then resumed the debate 
concerning the Armenians, and the Manilla freight, which was deferred 
* the last consultation day; and ib was agreed by the whole Board that, 
if some measures were not taken to prevent ib, the trade of this place 
would be entirely lost to the English and given to Foreigners. But 
as the Oompany’^have given great immunities to that set of mm, it 
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was urged tbafe we could not, without infringing those privileges, 
prevent their trading on the best terms they could. To which it 
was replied that the contract mentioned was an obsolete one ; and 
that even at that time it was made the Company complained that 
the circumstances of the times obliged them to grant greater immu- 
nides than they would otherwise have done, and that probably when 
those circumstances should be altered they might make some altera- 
tions therein; by which it appeared, the Company themselves did 
not thoroughly approve of the granting such privileges. It was 
added upon this side that the Armenians had long ago forfeited the 
privileges granted them, by carrying on their trade to and from 
Europe on the Danes’ ships, and now more recently by contracting 
with the French and Spjaniards, directly contrary to the conditions 
on which these concessions were made them. It was farther added 
on the same side, that the Company do covenant and agree with their 
servants, and Free Merchants whom they permit to reside in India, 
that they shall have all mamier of freedom in their trade, but that if 
ever they think fit to order any of their own ships to freight voyages, 
they do expect to be first served, and our ships after them. From 
whence it is reasonable to suppose, if they will insist upon the first 
plan themselves, we ought to be and are allowed the second; or other- 
wise we should be on a much worse foundation than any set of men in 
India, and obliged to leave off all trading ; being under traded by 
the natives on the one hand and obliged to prefer the Company’s 
ships on the other. Upon the whole of the debates, which was con- 
tinued for a considerable time, it was unanimously agreed and ordered, 
that the inhabitants of Madras shall not be allowed to freight to 
Manilla any goods or money belonging to this place on any foreign 
ship before the English ship is laden.” 

The following complaint addressed to the Government of Fort St. 
George on the 8th June, 1724, by Mr. Drake, a member of Council, 
is worth preserving as illustrative of the times : — 

Honorable Sirs, 

" I am to acquaint you that on Tuesday night last about 10 o’clock 
a Musteez belonging to ship Moylip,” did in the open street assauh 
and most barbarously beat one of my servants. As soon as I was 
informed of the same, 1 sent a civil message to him by my Dubash, 
and^ only desired to be acquainted with his reasons ; but instead of 
having the least reply from him he returned to me my Dubash very 
much beaten, and had the insolence to follow him with blows to my 
very door. I then could do no other than send for the Guard, who 
aoeordlngiy came and secured him for the remainder of the night. 
This no sooner was done, but Captain Hill, the Commander of the ' 
Ship this young offender belongs to, came to my house and in a most 
indecent manner addressed himself to me ; telling me I had forfeited 
ad good manners, and had sent a better gentleman than myself on 
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* the Guard, and that my Gouncellorship was my only protection for 
so doing, and only on that presumption I had dared to do it, and that 
it was well for me I had such a protection to screen me from his 
immediate resentment. In short Captain Hills’ language and manners 
throughout were very foul and rude, and such as. I believe your 
Honors upon examination will find ought neither to be given or takeUj, 
especially as I had only done my duty, and taken no more privilege 
than the meanest of your inhabitants may, to quell a riot in the 
properest manner I could* I should have been very glad if Captain 
Hill would have recollected himself the next morning, that I might 
not have given your Honors this trouble; but as he persists, and will 
make me no acknowledgment, I am strictly obliged to make this 
application, and do believe you will find I merited better usage than 
Captain Hill was pleased to bestow on me. But this I refer to your 
determination.” 

It may be gratifying to hear that Captain Hill, after much expos* 
tulation, was induced to make an apology. 

The following entries are worth preserving on account of their 
historical value. They seem to refer to a consideration of drfEerent 
Nabobs in Southern India, including Sadatuila Khan, Nabob of 
Aroot, against the power of Cheen Kulieh Khan, Nizam of the 
Dekkan. Also to a struggle between two Mussulman chiefs for the 
possession of Ginjee. 

** Wednesday, 1st July f 1724. — The President informed the Board, 
that yesterday he received private advices from the country that in 
a late engagement near Aurangabad, wherein the Nabobs of this side 
of the country were most of them Joined against Cheen KuIich Khan, 
this latter had gained a complete victory. Galib Khan, commander 
of the forces sent against him by our !Nabob, being killed ; as was 
likewise Falum Khan son to Abdul Nabbee Khan, and almost ail the 
Chief Officers in the Army. Sheik Mahmud Khan, Nabob of Hyder- 
abad, was likewise wounded and his life despaired of. These letters 
add that a detachment of Cheen Kulich Khan’s army, amounting to 
about 15,000 men, were on their march to seize Sattingurra, one of the 
passes into the Oarnatta country, which had occasioned our Nabob 
to march to secure it ; in order to which he was levying forces with 
the utmost expedition and at very extravagant rates. Further 
advices say that Abdul Nabbee Khan was marched against Fyre 
Khan, to take possession of the Ginjee country ; and that we might 
shortly expect an account of the engagement from those parts.” 

“ Friday^ lUh Jul/y^ 1724 — The President produced another letter, 
giving us an account that there had happened a very bloody engage- 
ment between Abdul Nabby Khan and Fyre Khan, in which the 
former was killed and the latter mortally wounded, and that there 
were upwards of 12,000 men cut off in the engagement. That upon 
this, our Nabob was marched to take possession of the Ginjee country;, 
imagining that after such a vast loss neither side will be able to 
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oppose him ; that Oheen Kulich Khan* on his march to this side of 
the country, and a detachment of his army consisting of 15,000 men, 
is now encamped at 15 leagues distance from Hyderabad,. in their way 
hither, followed by himself with the main body, 

** The President added that there are remaining of Abdul Nabby 
Khan’s family, 23 persons, which are all resolved to maintain their 
right to the Ginjee country or die, so that there is little likelihood of 
these parts being settled again in peace for a long time,” 

“ Wednesday^ July, 1724. — ^There being a large quantity of 
Madeira wine in the Godowns, it was proposed to dispose of some 
part thereof. But the Persian Empire being so much disturbed, and 
the Afghansf beseiging Shiraz, it was resolved, not to sell any 
Madeira yet, it being very unlikely that we should have any wine 
from Persia this year, and consequently the price of Madeira will 
rise which is now very low.” 

About this time a crime was committed at Fort St. David, which 
is worthy of some notice. A Gunner was living with a Portuguese 
woman; and one evening an Ensign of the Garrison made the 
Gunner drunk apparently for the purpose of seducing the woman. 
The Gunner however awoke from his drunken stupor, and after much 
altercation shot the Ensign dead. The following extracts from the 
depositions are curious illustrations of the Garrison life of the period. 
We must premise that the Gunner’s name was Jens Pitterson; the 
Ensign who was murdered was named Edward Key. 

** Jens Pitterson declares, that the 2nd of October 1724, about 
5 o’clock, in the afternoon, he came from shooting ; at which time 
Ensign Edward Key asked him what game he had got ; to which 
he replied he saw nothing worth shooting, and so came home imme- 
diately. Afterwards Jens Pitterson declares he went home to eat, 
and when he had done Ensign Edward Key asked him, the said 
Jens Pitterson, to go to his room to drink a dram with him. To 
which the said Pitterson recdied, that he was not used to drink and 
could not bear liquor, and therefore desired to be excused ; but after 
many persuasions the said Jens Pitterson declares he went to Ensign 
Edward Key’s room, and there drank with the Ensign two drams. 
After which the said Jens Pitterson says he retired into bis own 
room, and that Ensign Edward Key about half an hour after followed 
him to his own room; when the Ensign told him, the said Jens 
Pitterson, that he wanted a companion to go with him to Bengal ; 
for that his pay was going to be reduced, and he should be obliged 
to ask for his discharge. To which Jens Pitterson says he replied, 

* In the records he is styled Nissa Mulm-aloch, who is said to be the same as 
** OMcMys Khan,* * There cannot however be the slightest doubt of Ms identity. 

J The Afghans are here entitled “ Ophgoons” in the E-ecords. Of course in 
tw, as in other similar cases, we have modernized the speHing. 
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that he bad no occasion to leave the place while be was maintained ? 
but that if he was discharged be must seek bis liveiibood where 
be cotild. Upon which Ensign Edward Key shook the said Jens 
Pitterson by the band, and said to him “ Comrade you must go 
along with me and then they fell to drinking in Pitterson's room 
to such an excess, that the said Jens Pitterson declares he knows 
not what he did afterwards, only that some of the guard told him 
this morning that the Ensign had beat him. 

Gulielmo D. Rozjario, Sentry from 12 to 2 o’clock over the gate, 
deposes that about half an hour after one o’clock in the morning, 
Jens Pitterson, Gunner of Trepopolore Guard, waked in liquor, and 
asked Ensign Key what he was doing. Sometime after Jens Pitter- 
son took his cutlace, which the Ensign seeing, retired into his own 
room and shut the door. Upon which Jens Pitterson enraged called 
out, and fell a cutting and slashing the bars of the Ensign’s windows. 
But Jens Pitterson finding he could not come to the Ensign with his 
cutlace, went to his room and brought a gun. Whereupon the 
Deponent declares Ensign Key threatened Jens Pitterson, that i£ he 
did not retire from the window, he would fire upon him without 
waiting for orders; and that he the deponent called out to the 
Serjeants and Corporals who awaked, but were afraid to seize the said 
Jens Pitterson because he had a loaded gun in his hand. Where- 
upon Ensign Edward Key came to the window of his room, and 
bidding Jens Pitterson be gone to sleep, the said Jens Pitterson fired 
his gun in at the window, and shot him; which alarmed the guard, 
but they dared not seize him because he had got another loaded 
piece by him ; therefore they waited till he fell asleep when they 
seized and bound him ” 

It came out in the evidence that the pay of the Ensign was only 
nine pagodas a month, and that) of the gunner only six pagodas. It 
will be sufficient to say that the prisoner was sent to Fort St. George 
for trial, but the judgment subsequently passed does not appear in 
the records. 

The administiration of Governor Elwick was now drawing to a close 
The last event in bis administration worth recording, is an enquiry 
into the barbarous conduct of some peons who were sent to St. Thome 
to arrest a man named Anconah for debt. As all the facts were 
fully proved, it will be sufficient if we simply publish the complaint 
of Anconah, and the punishment awarded to the accused. The 
petition is dated 16th Kovember 1724, 

** The Petition of Goube Anconah. 

« Humbly Showbth, 

** That on Saturday night, three of the Company’s peons came to 
my lodgings at St. Thom^, and told me your Honor sent for me. To 
which I replied, I would wait on your Honor directly. But one of the 
peons called Annapah, took hold of my hand, and drew his sword, and 
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wounded me in the side. After that he and the other two carried me 
into the yard, and one of them put my head under his arm and cut 
the tip of my ears and took my Jewels. My mother-in-law, seeing 
what they did, asked them why they used me so ill. At which one of 
them drew his sword and cut my mother-in-law on the neck. Then 
one of my manservants, seeing me so cruelly used, begged them to let 
me alone. One of them presently cut off his hand and gave him a 
wound on the head; and after that they gave me several wounds on my 
belly and breast ; then they beat all my womanservants and brought 
me into the streets, kicking and beating me on the belly. Then bring- 
ing me half way to Madras they overset me, beating and kicking me 
very basely; and thinking that they had killed me, they put their hands 
to my nose to feel if I was breathing, or whether I was dead or alive. 
Then they brought me before your Honor, who was pleased to order 
Doctor Pitcher to dress my wounds, who told me that if I bad stayed 
but four hours longer without a Doctor I had been a dead man. 

I can assure your Honor and Council that I never wronged the 
Company, or am indebted to any body ; but am a free merchant, and 
pay the Company*s customs for my Merchandize. I am still very 
weak in my body and limbs, therefore leave it wholly to your Honor 
and Council to see your poor petitioner righted, and the offenders 
punished, according to your Honor and CouneiFs pleasure/’ 
Governor Elwick and Council entered upon a long and careful 
examination of all the circumstances connected with this outrage. 
In the first instance they resolved that the effects of Annapah and 
the two other peons should be confiscated and sold, in order to 
recompense the man who had lost his hand ; and that the three 
criminals should stand in the pillory and have their ears cut off^ and 
should then be whipped out of the bounds. Meantime however Aga 
Mogheen, the Governor of St. Thomd, interceded in behalf of the 
prisoners, and begged that they might be pardoned ; and accordingly, 
in order to prevent the affair from being represented to the Nabob 
of Arcot , in such a way as might prove troublesome to the Madras 
Government, it was resolved that the sentence should only be put 
in force against Annapah ; and that the two other peons, who had 
only acted under his orders, should be discharged. Annapah how- 
ever appears to have been an influential member of the Left Hand 
Caste, and the Heads of the whole of that Caste appeared before the 
Board and begged that a fine might be substituted for corporal 
punishment. Accordingly it was determined that Annapah should 
pay the following. To Anconah, whose Jewels bad been taken from 
his ears but whose circumstances were good, and who desired a 
public acknowledgment of the crime, Annapah was required to pay 
200 pagodas. The manservant who lost his hand, being a much 
inferior person, would have received less; but considering that he had 
been disabled from getting a livelihood, it was thought necessary to 
give him such a sum as might maintain him, or at least put him in a 
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way of living easy for the resi) of his life,” and therefore he was to 
receive 200 pagodas. Two other persons who were hurt were to be 
paid 50 pagodas each. Finally, in order that Annapah might xnake 
public reparation for his crime, it was agreed to fine him further 
200 pagodas, to be lodged in the Corporation Gash towards keeping 
the bridges in repair.” 

On the 18bh of January 1725, Mr. Elwick resigned the President's 
chair, and shortly afterwards returned to England; and Mr. James 
Macrae of Glasgow notoriety assumed the Government of Fort St. 
George. 



CHA-PTEK XXXIII. 


OOTEENOESHIP OP ME. IAMBS MACEAB. 

1?25— 26. 

Mr, James Macrae, Governor of Fort St. George and all the English 
SettlemeDts on the Coast of Coromandel from 17*25 to 1730, was one 
of those remarkable men who rose from poverty to afiinence at the 
time when large fortunes were still a novelty in the commercial 
world. The annals of his Government will thus derive additional 
interest from his extraordinary career, especially in the eyes of those 
of our readers who come from those parts of Scotland where his name 
and memory are still preserved ,in local traditions. Accordingly, 
before entering upon the records of his government, it may be inter- 
esting to glance at such particulars respecting bis origin as may be 
gathered from stories which are still current in Glasgow and Ayr."^ 

Mr. James Macrae was born in Ayrshire about the latter part of the 
reign of merry king Charles. His parents were of the very lowest 
class, and he himself whilst a boy is said to have been employed in 
looking after cattle. His father however died whilst James Macrae 
was still very young ; and his mother then removed with her son to 
the town of, Ayr; where they lived in a little thatched cottage in the 
suburbs, and where the poor widow gained her living as a washer- 
woman. Here young Macrae added something to his mother^s earn- 
ings by running messages ; but at the same time seems to have picked 

* Some interesting particulars coaceming Governor Macrae and his family, 
and the mode in winch he disposed of his fortune after his return from India, 
were.pubKshed some years in the ** Ayrshire Obse^er/* and have >3een placed, 
at the disposal of the compiler of these annals. It is curious to notice that all 
who have attempted to collect the traditions respecting tlsis extraordinary man, 

dwell especially upon the fact that his Governorship of hladras, and indeed his 
whole Indian career, is a perfect blank. This blank will therefore now be filled 
up for the first time. . j 
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Tip some liitle education by means only known to Scotcbmen. He 
appears however to have grown tired of this monotonous life whilst 
still a boy. Ayr was a seaport, and it is easy to understand how a 
young man, endowed with the energy which Macrae subsequently 
proved himself to possess, should have imbibed a keen desire to embark 
in the adventurous trading of the time, and finally have turned his 
back upon the poverty of home and run off to sea. 

Forty years passed away before Macrae returned to his native 
land ; and it is generally believed that throughout the whole of that 
period be held no communication whatever .with his relations or his 
home. Meantime his sister married a carpenter named MacG-uire, 
who was also in great request as a violin-player at kirns and wed- 
dings, and was consequently known as “Fiddler MacGuire" The 
poverty of these people may be gathered from the fact that the 
children of MacGu ire were on one occasion seen crying for bread, 
whilst their mother had left the house to try and borrow a loaf, 
But we shall have more particulars of this family to relate hereafter. 
For the present we must confine ourselves to the career of Mr. Macrae. 

The early events in the seafaring life of the young runaway must 
we fear for ever remain unknown. We can learn nothing of him till 
about 1720, when he must already have been thirty years in India, 
and is simply alluded to as Captain Macrae. Most probably he had 
risen to the command of a vessel in the country trade, and had 
undertaken voyages to Sumatra, Pegu, and China. It appears 
however that he had been successful in gaining the confidence of 
his Honorable Masters, for he was subsequently sent on a special 
mission to the English settlement on the West Coast of Sumatra, 
to reform the many abuses which prevailed at that settlement. 
Here he acquitted himself in such a manner as to ensure his appoint- 
ment to a high post. He effected savings to the extent of nearly 
60,000 pagodas, or about £25,000 per annum ; and at the same time 
carried out such reforms as promised a very large increase in the 
supply of pepper. Accordingly the Directors ordered that on leav- 
ing the West Coast he should be appointed Deputy Governor of 
Fort Si David, and thus stand next in succession to the Govern- 
ment of Fort St. George. The retirement of Mr. Elwick led to Mr. 
Macrae’s advancement to the latter post sooner than could have 
been expected. He returned from the West Coast towards the end 
of 1724, and without proceeding to Fort St. David, at once Isook his 
seat as second Member of Council at Fort St. George. At last on 
the 18th of January, 1725, the son of the poor washerwoman of Ayr 
took his place as Governor of the Madras Presidency. The proceed- 
ings on that occasion are thus recorded in the consultations. 

“ Monday, lUh January, 1725.-— The President (James Macrae 
Esq.,) opened this consultation by telling the Board that, as this 
was the first time of their meeting since his taking the chair, he 
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tbongM it would not be improper to acquaint them of Ms resolutions ; 
of which the principal was, that he would prosecute the Company’s 
interest to the utmost, and endeavour to retrieve the abuses that had 
crept into the management of their affairs. He added that he was 
determined not to interrupt in any manner the commerce of the 
place, but that all the inhabitants both Whites and Blacks, the !Free 
Merchants as well as the Company’s Servants, should have free 
liberty of trade, and that he should expect the same freedom from 
interruptions in what he should undertake; that he would endeavour 
to be as agreeable to the Gentlemen as any of his predecessors, but 
that he was determined to maintain the privileges and immunities 
belonging to the President ; and be concluded by saying, that he 
expected a ready assistance from them in the pursuit of the above 
resolutions, which was accordingly promised.” 

Before proceeding with the annals of Mr. Macrae’s administration, 
it may bj^ as well to remark that be was emphatically a commercial 
Governor and a most laborious administrative reformer. The relations 
with the Habob of A rcot remained unaltered, and what may be called 
the domestic incidents of the Presidency are few in number. But in 
all matters connected with the trade of the place, the reduction of 
the expenditure, the improvement of the revenues, the supervision 
of the mint, and the administra-tion of justice, his proceedings are 
distinguished by an indefatigable industry, a display of strong sense 
and above all by a fullness of record far beyond those of any of Ms 
predecessors. Hothing appeared too large or too small for Governor 
Macrae, Everything received his attention in turn, from such 
matters of detail as the sorting of cloths and the better preparation 
of the consultation books, up to the most difficult and complicated 
questions connected with the coinage, the customs, the quit-rent, or 
the very doubtful cases of appeal from the Mayor’s Court. Like 
most men who have risen from nothing, he was arbitrary and 
occasionally harsh towards his subordinates ; but he proved himself 
a valuable servant to the Company, whose orders be rigidly respected ; 
and no records which have as yet fallen into our hands throw more 
light upon the internal administration of Fort Saint George. 


Our first extract seems to illustrate the determination of the new 
Governor to support his own dignity* 

“ Monday February^ 1725. — ^The President acquainted the Board 

that Pondy Chetty Kistna, a person who was formerly whipped out of 
Fort St. David for practices against the Government, and afterwards 
banished from hence for the same crime ; but who had lately ventured 
again without leave, and had wrote a letter into the country, wherein 
, he tells his correspondent several things of the President very much 
to his dishonour ; which coming to his knowledge had occasioned him. 
to confine the said Pondy Chetty Xistna. The letter was produced, 
and the Board unanimouslyagreedthat he ought to suffer very severely 
and his imprisonment was confirmed,” This letter is unfortunately 
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not entered in the records; otherwise it might have thrown some light 
upon the assumed faults of the Governor. 

The first important matter which received the attention of Grovernor 
Macrae was that of the coinage of rupees at the Madras mint. It 
seems that the Native chiefs had awakened to the profit derived bj 
the Madras Government from the coinage of rupees ; and accordingly 
they had not only set up mints of their own, but about this time they 
contrived to make more rupees out of the same quantity of silver, 
than were made by the Company. For instance out of every hundred 
ounces of silver, the mints at St. Thom^ and Arcot turned out to the 
merchant rupees 266, annas 14 ; whilst the mint in Fort St. George 
only turned out rupees 257, annas 7. Thus the merchant obtained 
nine rupees seven annas more for his hundred ounces of silver at 
St. Thora^ and Arcot than he could obtain at Fort. St. George. In 
other words the Madras rupee was two per cent, dearer than the 
rupee of Arcot or of St. Thome. The consequence was, that the 
merchants preferred coining their silver at the latter mints; and the 
Oompany^ found its customs decreasing. Accordingly Governor 
Macrae directed Messrs. Pitt, Benyon, and Emmerson, to enquire 
into the whole matter. Their report is accordingly entered in the 
consultations, but it is not only intricate but devoid of interest to 
the general reader. The substance of it, rendered as clear as we can 
make it, appears to be as follows. 

At St. Thomd, Arcot, and Covelong the charge of custom and 
coinage had formerly been 35 rupees per thousand; viz., 15 rupees 
custom to the Nabob and 20 rupees for mint charges. Both however 
bad been recently reduced, the Nabob’s custom to 10 rupees and the 
mint charges to II rupees: thus the custom and coinage were only 
21 rupees per thousand, instead of 35 rupees as heretofore. It seems 
however that the mint charges were only nominally 11 rupees per 
thousand; and that actually they were 14 rupees, as may be seen from 
the following table : — 

_ Bs. 

^arcoal for inalnng the powder ... ... ... ... ... 


Waste in melting 
Pots 

Flatting the ballets . 
Chopping 

To which was added— 

Brahmins for their care 

Goldsmiths 

Gold washers ... 


8i 

I 


Hi 


Bs. 


li 


Bs. 14 per thousand. 


1725-26.] 


iim JAMBJ8 MAOEAB, 


429 


This amount was made up thus. Every 300 ounces of silver ought 
to have made 974 rupees, whereas these mints only paid out 971 
rupees ; the difference of three rupees being about the same as the 
difference between 11 rupees and 14 rupees per thousand. Again 
there was a depreciation of weight of one rupee eleven annas per 
thousand, and another depreciation of standard of nine rupees per 
thousand ; making an additional profit of ten rupees eleven annas 
per thousand. This fraud bad been introduced ever since the redoc- 
tion of custom and charges from 85 rupees to 21 per thousand ; and 
it had proved successful, inasmuch as these native mines paid out 
their rupees by tale and not by weight, and the difference was so 
slight as to render their rupee as good iu the market as the rupee 
of Fort St. George. 

The custom and charges on the Madras rupee were as follows, 
two per cent, or 20 per thousand to the Company, and two per cent, 
or 20 per thousand to the mint. Thus making 40 rupees per 
thousand. 

The 20 per thousand mint charges were distributed as follows. 
First il|- per thousand for charcoal, waste, pots, flatting, and chop- 
ping, as in the St. Thome and Arcot mints ; and the remaining 8f 
as follows : — 



Eupees, 

Brahmins for their care ... 

. ... ... 3 ^ 

Goldsmiths ... 

SI 

Gold washers 

21 - 


Sf 

Other mint charges as above 

. m 


Bupees ... 20 per thousaad. 

It will be seen by the following resolution that Governor Macrae 
endeavoured to put matters to rights, — Ist, By prohibiting the 
export of silver from the Company’s bounds, and thus compelling 
the merchants to coin their silver at Fort St. George ; 2nd]y, By 
lowering the Company’s custom | per cent, and the mint charges | 
per cent., or altogether 10 rupees per thousand. Henceforth then 
the custom and charges at Madras would be 30 rupees per thousand ; 
whilst the custom and charges at St, Thome, Arcot, and Covelong 
would be nominally 21 rupees per thousand, but actually 31 rupees 
11 annas per thousand. The original entry will serve to render the 
subject more intelligible. 

• Monday^ Sth March, 1725.— Messrs. Pitt, Benyon, and Emmerson 
deliver in a report of the coinage, together with an account of the 
charges and customs collected at our Mint, and those in the country ; 
as likewise an account of the produce of a hundred ounces of silver of 
the fineness of the Eupee in our and St, Thom6 Mints. 
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" This mafcter being fully debated it was upon the whole agreed, that 
no silver except rupees shall be permitted to be exported to any part 
of the coast of Coromandel under penalty of confiscation, half to the 
informer and half to the Company; and the Secretary do give notice 
hereof at ail the public places in the town. 

As by the calculates and reports abovemen tioned, it appears that 
our rupee is two per cent, dearer to the merchants than the St. Thome 
and Arcot rupee ; it was further argued that we ought to find out some 
method to lessen the charge of coinage, that so we may bring it nearer 
to a par with the country coin; and it appearing that the Brahmins 
actually indisburse llj rupees per thousand, and that they must have 
something besides for their trouble, it was plain their custom could 
not be reduced above a ^ per cent ; which not being sufficient it was 
agreed to strike off a half per cent, likewise from the custom paid the 
Company ; which it is hoped will be approved by the Honorable Court 
of Directors for the following reasons. 

‘‘ First f that the present charge of coinage being 4 per cent, in our 
mint, and but 21 per thousand in the St. Thome mint, nobody will 
bring any silver to us, but on the contrary carry it away thither ; but 
that when our custom is.reduced to, three per cent., the difference will 
he so much less that probably we may have the greatest part of the 
coinage return to us, especially since our rupee is in greater esteem 
in the country than theirs* 

“ Secondly, that we shall receive orders from Europe in two years ; 
and if our Honorable Masters shall disapprove hereof, which we 
cannot believe they will, it may be laid on again. 

Thirdly, that at present the revenue is sunk to almost nothing, so 
that should no more silver be coined here than has been for sometime 
past, the difference will be very inconsiderable ; whereas should we 
hereby regain the coinage it will be very apparently advantageous 
to the Company. 

Lastly, that the Company will save f per cent, in the coinage of 
their own silver. ; which as we coin one-third generally of what goes 
down to the Bay, will very near if not over compensate for the 
reduction of the custom on other silver. 

These being the causes why it is thought necessary to lessen the 
charge of the coinage, it was recommended to the President to talk 
with the mint Brahmins, and bring them to an agreement for lower- 
ing the charge agreeable to the above resolve, which he accordingly 
promised.’* 

How far the Government order respecting the exportation of 
silver was regarded by the Madras merchants may be gathered from ^ 
the following entry. 

” Tuesday, ZOth March, 1725. — Two parcels of silver having been 
seized last night upon some shroffs, who were carrying it out of the 
hounds, contrary to the late order affixed at all the gates and in all 
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the languages, so that the proprietors could not pretend igno- 
rance; — agreed that it be confiscated; and Mr. Hubban oEering to 
take it at 15| dollars for ten pagodas, the Secretary was ordered to 
weigh it oS to him and receive the money, which is to be divided 
agreeably to the said order at the gates, half to the Company and 
half to the informer.” 

The following pet/ition is interesting from illustrating the mode 
in which private property was originally acquired in the Madras 
Presidency. It was received by the Government on the 30th of 
March, 1725. 

“ To the Hommhle James Macbae, Esq 

Treeident and Governor of Fort St George, 

“ The humble petition of Maria Fois, Widow, Showeth, That a few 
years after the Honorable Company's settlement here, a great many 
inhabitants, and your petitioner's grandfather, planted gardens with- 
out any title thereto from the then President and Council. Some of 
their posterity have sold this ground and gardens as their own, some 
part to the inhabitants to build on, and some still enjoy it themselves ; 
several have also since his Honor Harrison’s time planted gardens 
without any title, and enjoy them as their own. But your petitioner’s 
grandfather, believing it proper to have a title to his garden, and 
having then an interest with the Honorable the President, Council, and 
Gentlemen in the place was promised the title ; but in the interim 
be died, and his son his successor, being soft and illiterate, lost his 
father’s interest, but got a cowie from the Honorable the President 
and Council for thirty-one years, contrary to his father's request and 
desire; and if he had not troubled the Honorable President and 
Council for a cowie, might have enjoyed it as the rest have done, him 
and his heirs for ever. All this your petitioner was unacquainted 
with till the time was expired. Your poor petitioner having built a 
house, planted trees, and brought the garden to a vast perfection, 
this your petitioner laid before the then President, how simply the 
son of the deceased managed it; to insist on a cowie but for 31 years, 
when the rest have,^ver since enjoyed the same as their own and 
heirs for ever. 

**Now the Honorable President and Council compassionately took 
this, your petitioner's case, into consideration; and rented said house 
and Garden to your petitioner ; it being extremeiy hard, after having 
built the house and brought the garden into perfection, to lose all, 
your petitioner having no other subsistence. This Garden your 
petitioner has rented of the Honorable Company ever since the expi- 
•ration of the cowie. 

"‘Your petitioner is now informed that said house and garden is to 
be put up at outcry to rent; if so it is an immediate ruin to your poor 
petitioner, it being your petitioner's only subsistence ; she, having 
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t. u'/otjAn nr nlaoe of abode, most humbly begs your Honor will, 

nr and mkerv. Therefore humbly begs your Honor 
'our poor petitioner to rent said house ana garden, and 
nd shall ever pray.” . 

[acrae however showed ^ 

w petitions whether from widows or from y „ _ 
he -r of Maria Pois was rejected, and it was aj,reea 
sLuH be put up to public outcry. 

i the arbitrary order for prohibiting the 
now extended to gold. 

-The president acquainted the Board that 
- ' ’ r carried out of the bounds,^ 

5 t7be coined at St. Thotnf ; and ^^b^refore he 
order should be made prohibiting 7 

‘ " shall be carried out of the bounds 

half to the Company and the 
and the Secretary ordered 

' 5 following entry how the occupations of 
-In the olden time diSered from those of the more 
Presidents of modern times- 

- i —The President and Council met in ^the 
;nd examined the Fort St. David Cloth, which 
,d They also examined several parcels of what 

» which they found for the generality 

number of threads, but so thin that it was not ht 

that Governor Macrae was learning 

— ■■ ■ i time '■ since' "laid :■ 

silver and gold into the country, which was 
- ‘ Honorable Masters, having been 

of trade, and likewise to 
r considerably, which will in the 
vastly overbalance the gain by the coinage- 

■ >n be taken off, and that the Secre- 
■■■“ ‘ 

referring to the renting of the three out villages, 


easily moved by petitions wneuj 
Accordingly the prayer of Mar 
that her farm tL: ~ . 

Our next extract shows th^t 
exportation of silver was 

“ Twsday, m 

several sboes of gold* had been lately 
which he believed was 
proposed that an < 

what is wrought or ready coined, 

under penalty of confiscation, the one 
Other to the informer ; which is agreed to 
to affix .a note at the gates accordingly. 

It will be seen from the 
the Governors in " 

aristocratic 

Monddy, June. 

Sorting Godown, i— 
proved pretty good, i 
was brought to be sorted here, 

amended in tbe 

for the Company’s nse.’ 

1%e following extract shows 
a lesson in free trade. . 

« SaUrday, 3r<* My, 1725.-The probibitiorf-some 
on the exportation ot - 
then thought for the benefit <u our 
now found to occasion a general stagnation 
have fallen the price of silver vary ernr 
main ’ 

Agreed that the said prohibitioi 
tary do give public notice thereof at the gates. 

“ , j. ^ — i-.' 1.1.-. rt. rt'l 

Our next extracts, 1 _ 

will explain themselves. 

^ A. shoe of gold” was ten thousand pagodas. 
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** Saturday 9 Brd July, 1725. — The Lease of the Farms of Bgmore, 
Persewauk, and Tandore being expired, the President informed the 
Board that he had received proposals from the present Renters, who 
had agreed to take them at the rent of 14,000 pagodas, provided they 
might have them for ten years. But that if they could not have them 
for longer time than the former lease, they would give but one thou- 
sand pagodas per annum, because that they actually lost in the last 
three years, though very plentiful ones, six hundred pagodas ; but 
that having a long lease, they might have some encouragement to 
improve the lands, which they shall not have in taking them only 
for three years, which being considered, it was agreed that they be 
let on the above terms.*’ 

Monday 9 l2th July. — The President informed the Board that he 
bad got the old Reuters of Egmore, Persewauk, and Tandore, to 
give 1,450 pagodas per annum for the rent of those villages for ten 
years next ensuing ; and that Poncala Kishna, the tobacco farmer, 
was security for the performance of agreements ; which being the 
utmost he could raise the rent to, the Cowle was produced and signed 
to Kishna Reddee Chandra Seaca, and Ohittombee.” 

The following extract refers to almost the only diSerence which 
ever arose between Governor Macrae and the native powers. 

‘^Monday, 2Zrd August^ 1725. — Sometime since eight bales of goods 
being brought hither on one of our ships belonging to a Moorman, 
were attached for a debt due to Mr. Sitwell from the said Moorman, 
who is since run away to Oovelong ; and the goods have been claimed 
by the Habob as his, and bought for his account ; which demand 
being now again repeated, it is agreed that since the Nabob declares 
the g^oods are his, it is better to let them go, than make any dispute 
thereupon. Wherefore the President is desired to write him that 
upon giving up the Moorman, and paying the Company’s customs, 
the goods shall be delivered to his order.” 

The Nabob however seems to have refused to deliver up the Moor- 
man, or to pay the Company’s customs. A correspondence accord- 
ingly ensued which spread over the greater part of a year ; and was 
at length brought to* a conclusion on the 21st July, 1726. We give 
the extract from the consultations of that day. 

The President represents to the Board that he had been long 
importuned by Nabob Sadutalla Khan, by pressing letters and, 
frequent messages, to deliver up the eight bales of goods mentioned in 
Consultation held the 23rd August 1725, to have been attached here 
by the creditors of Shaak Bonlaki for the payment of his debts, as 
belonging to the said Shaak Bonlaki ; but that the Nabob continues 
to claim them ks belonging to himself, and insists peremptorily 
upon their being delivered to him ; and that without his demand is 
complied with, he, the Presidenti apprehends a breach with him 
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„«,™;ilable • which in onr present circumstances would be of very 

S prejudice to the Oompany’s affairs. , „ , , ,, 

matter havin<r been considered by the Board, and the 
rTps B breach at ttiis time with the Nabob might produce 
Svin^'^been duly weighed ; and it having likewise been admitted that 
having, aVisnk Bonlaki might have had reasons to believe that 

SE' if “S« S W..g .0 H„, ,.t the mbob'. rigb. 

£ tw con unot be disproved ; and he continuing to insist so very 
^.BremntS upon having them delivered to him, notwithstanding 
tSesident endeavours by repeated messages and many l^etters to 
the ^Yiem to be sold for account of Shaak 

prevail w _ There beino- no prospect of prevailing with the 
So? ‘it is ordered that Mr. TuW^do deliver to Nabob’s order the 
said eight bales of goods in dispute.” 

The following perjury oases are worthy, of being preserved, as 
showing how false witnesses were .punished in the olden tune. 

« w M 1725. — In the examination of Anconah s 

af air one^agdnllaliistii^ confessed himself ^rmred, by a declaration 
Sto MsZn hand, whereupon he was ordered into oonfinementj 
audit i^now ordered that he be pilloried to-morrow at tbe usual 
lit and afterwards whipped at the Choultry, and then released 
from his imprisonment.” ' . . 

- A vear afterwards we find Governor Macrae still determined to put 
dotn wriury with a strong hand. Hehad been engaged upon deciding 
nlorffi^Tist of appealsirom the Mayor’s Court, chiefly equity cases 
connected "of course with wills, bonds, and disputes abouD pro{Mr y 
of all kinds These interminable and complicated cases may have 
leerinteresting to the parties concerned, but present not a partide 
of interest now, beyond the fact that they are marked by eontradic- 
tions palpable perjuries, forgeries, and oppressions of all kindb. 
Manv of the cases were reversed by Governor Macrae, whilst others 
were seL ho4 to be adjudicated ou by the Directors and even to 
be tried in Westminster Hall; from which we may infer that, the 
old stories of corruption in the Mayor’s Court, so frequent in the 
narratives of old travellers, were not without some foundatiou m 
truth How far Governor Maorae was exasperated at this state of 
thkgs may be gathered from the following punishment oraered 
upon another perjurer. 

« Mondmh August, l726.-Ordered that Arnagery forpmiish^ 
meat of his crime of perjury, and for terror to all such abandoned 
villains, be remanded to the Choultry prison, and be thence conveyed 
to the Pillory every first day of the month for the next six ^laonths, 
and set upon it from ten to twelve o’clock ; and immeaiately after he 
is taken down from the Pillory to receive tbirty-nme lashes each time 
at the whipping post, and be afterwards turned out or the bounas 
with order never to return again under severe punishment. 


MR. JAMES MAOEAE. 


435 


1725 — 26.1 


The following extracfcs respecting the circulation of false pagodasi 
will explain itself. 

Monday, 27th September, 1725. — The President informed the 
Board of a complaint the ShroSs had made to him, that vast quan- 
tities of pagodas had been brought into the place lately, which were 
worse than Pagodamatt, and bore the Negapatara stamp so nicely 
countierfeited, that it was almost impossible to distinguish them ; 
and therefore be proposed that some method should be taken to stop 
this evil, which being for some time debated, it was agreed that the 
Secretary do affix a note at the gates to give notice, that whosoever 
should be found bringing iri such bad pagodas, or offiering them in 
payment, should be putnshed at the discretion of the Governor and 
Council, and the money be forfeited, one-half to the informer and one- 
half to the Company ; and that whatever shroff should find such 
pagodas should be obliged to carry them to some one of the Justices 
of the Ohoiiltry to be defaced, or if he did not, he should be pilloried 
and whipped out of the bounds.*’ 

Governor Macrae was far too fond of Committees of inquiry to 
let such a matter pass without the most searching investigation* 
Accordingly about three weeks afterwards we ffnd the following; 
report entered in the consultations, which will be found interesting 
as illustrating the condition of the country generally. 

Monday i \8th October, 1725. — The following report was presented 
to the Honorable James Macrae, Esq., the President and Governor 
of Fort St. George and OounciL 

“ Honoeablk Sir and Sirs, 

“ The committee you were pleased to appoint, to enquire into the 
business of the present current pagodas, and put a stop to an abuse 
which will at last be attended with such dangerous consequences,, 
do now humbly lay before you their proceedings and opinion of the 
most proper remedy effectually to prevent this mischief without 
giving a shook to commerce. 

“ We find upon examining the shroffs that this has been a 
growing evil, introduced by the corruption of the country Gov^ern- 
ment in conniving at the circulation of any sort of pagodas, provided 
their profits from those who have the liberty of coining them are 
answerable ; and as this is so considerable an advantage to them it 
is not from the ISTabob we are to expect any relief. Therefore wa 
thought it most proper to have the opinion of the merchants in 
general which method we should pursue ; who on a meeting came 
to this resolution, which we offer to your honors as what we likewise 
‘ think sufficient to answer the design, without risking a stagnation 
in the circulation. 

“ That five shops shall be appointed in the most convenient parts 
of the town, for the exchanging of all money which is necessary for 
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the currency of the Bazar; in each of which must be placed, two 
shroffs, a goldsmich, and a Company's peon, whose stations are to 
be changed every day with power to cut or deface all such pagodas 
as are found to be bad. As to payments of large sums the merchant’s 
themselves will undoubtedly be cautious for their own security, and 
take such care as not to be’ imposed upon in what they receive, by 
employing such shroffs iu whose fidelity they may confide. 

“ Geokge Mortan Pitt. 

“ Nathaniel Turner. 

‘‘ Richard Benyon. 

“ John Emmerson.” 

“ The most convenient places for the shops are J appa Ghetty's Street, 
Choultry Street, Mutaia Pettah, Pedda Naick’s Pettah, Jaga Mulla 
Street.'' 

Another point which attracted the attention of Governor Macrae 
at this time is also worthy of some notice. For some years past 
different sums of money had been lodged in the Company's cash 
chest at Fort St. George on account of the Jesuit Missionaries in 
China; for which the Government of Fort St. George, under orders 
from the Court of Directors, had allowed interest at the rate of six 
per cent, per annum. In September 1725, Father Moriset at Fort 
St. David wrote to Governor Macrae respecting a further deposit of 
cash, on the same terms; but the economical President, having 
plenty of money in hand, considered that this would be a favorable 
moment for reducing the yearly interest from six per cent, to five. 
The matter led to a Committee of inquiry into all the monies lodged 
in the Company’s chest at various times by the Jesuit Missionaries 
in China. The following extracts from their report will be sufficient 
to explain the state of affairs. It will be seen that the sums deposited 
were not to be returned ; the yearly interest paid being supposed to 
be a sufficient return, without any repayment of the principal. We 
must therefore suppose that the sums lodged at Port St. George 
were of the nature of an endowment to provide for the perpetual 
support of the Jesuit Missionaries iu China. Our report from whence 
the following extracts are taken is dated 2 1st July 1726. 

“ To the EonoraUe James Macrae, Esq., 

President ^ Govemov ^ Goimcil of Fort 8t, George. 

“ Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

“In pursuance of an order of Council, we lay before your Honors 
what orders have been received from the Honorable Court of Directors, 
relating to the receiving into the Company's cash money from the ^ 
Jesuit Missionaries in China at interest ; together with an account of ^ 
the several sums that have been hitherto received into cash for their 
account, and what has been writ by this Board to the Honorable 
Court of Directors on that subject. 
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We fiad fchal; the sum of 10,000 pagodas was received into easli for 
their account the 3lst August 1721, but no interest to be paid them 
thereupon till the Company’s order should be had for that e:Seot* 

The Honorable Court of Directors in their general letter dated 
26th April 1722 say as follows. 

We have had application made us by Monsr. Labbe, agent for the, * 
French Jesuit Missionaries in China, to receive 10,000 pagodas of 
theirs into oiir cash at Foi't St. George ; that President Hastings had 
received the money conditionally to await our orders, though he had 
no occasion for any having a flowing cash ; that said agent desires 
the money may remain in our cash and the proprietors to be for ever 
dispossessed of the property thereof, on the Company’s yearly allowing 
them a reasonable interest. We have considered of the whole, and 
in regard we sometimes have and at other times have not occasion to 
borrow money at Fort St. George ; therefore we are willing to allow 
them a certain interest of six per cent, though it is one more than we 
pay Viere per annum^ and hope it will be to their satisfaction.’^ 

In consequence of which general letter a bond was executed by 
the Governot’ and Council, and delivered to the Agent to the said 
Missionaries, to nay them interest 600 pagodas per annum upon the 
sum of 10,000 pagodas received. 

“ The 25th February 1724 their agent paid into cash the further 
sum of 2,000 pagodas ; and the same day the Governor and Oouncii 
delivered him a bond for six per cent, interest per annum upon it. 

The receipt «of this sura was advised to England to which the 
Honorable Court answered as follows : — 

“ Your letter advises that the Jesuits in China have by their 
attorney offered to deposit in our cash with you a sum of money, 
which you intend to receive and give bond to pay six per cent, per 
annum for it. Padre de Goville, lately returned to Europe, has by 
writing requested of us to receive 10,000 pagodas into our cash, and 
to pay the Missionaries for it 600 pagodas a year, which we have 
agreed to.” 

It would thus appear that at this time the Company had agreed 
to receive in all the sum of 20,000 pagodas on behalf of the Jesuit 
Missionaries in China, for which they were to pay a perpetual 
interest at the rate of 6 per cent, per annnm, the principal not to be 
returned. Accordingly it would seem that the China Missionaries 
paid in that amount, and derived from the Company alone a yearly 
income of twelve hundred pagodas, or about flve hundred pounds 
^ sterling. 
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The commercial character of the administration of Mr. James 
Macrae has been already noticed, and the very lucid manner in which 
commercial transactions are recorded in the consultation books of 
the period, induces us to pay more attention to such extracts as serve 
to illustrate the mode in which the Company carried on their business 
with Native merchants, either for providing a sufficient number of 
bales of Native cloth for exportation to Europe, or for disposing of 
broadcloth, iron, and other articles of home produce which had been 
imported from England. These extracts however we shall not group 
by themselves, but simply arrange them, together with other selections, 
iu strict chronological order; by which means the reader will be enabled 
to form a better idea of the miscellaneous character and general scope 
of the records themselves, than by any other method.' 

Our first extract refers to the supervision of native goods main- 
tained in old time by the Government of Fort St. George. 

Tlmrsday, 6th January^ 1826.— The Warehouse-keeper reported 
to the Board, that the ohintaes being brought from painting (dyeing) 
had been examined at the Sorting Godown, and that it was the general 
opinion of the Sorters that both the cloth and paintings were worse 
than the musters ; wherefore they had resolved, if the Board approved 
thereof, to allow the merchants only 85 pagodas per corge, instead of 
40 for the cloth ; and the painter 47i pagodas per corge, instead of 
60, which they used to have. This being approved, the merchants 
were called in and told the resolution of the Board.” 

At the same time the Warehouse-keeper reported that the Pulicat 
Betillas, brought in by the merchants upon the muster, for which in 
the contract we were to give 120 pagodas per corge, were vastly 
inferior to the muster ; and that it had been agreed in the Sorting ^ 
Oodown that 100 pagodas per corge was the value of them ; so that 
be (the President) desired the order of the Board for bringing them 
to account at that price, which was agreed to, and the merchants 
accordingly told these resolutions.^’ 
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The Native merchants appeared to have submitted to the reductions 
very quietly, for no demur on their part is entered in the proceedings* 
When however the Board desired to make a contract with the same 
merchants, as to the quantity of Europe cloth they should purchase 
or the quantity of native cloth they should supply, it was not always 
found so easy to deal with them, as will be seen by the following 
extract : — 

“ Thursday^ Brd Marclit 1726. — Our merchants were called in, and a 
proposal made to them, as follows. 

That they shall engage in a contract at Fort St. George for 2,000 
bales of cloth, to be delivered to us one half in August, and the 
remainder by the last of January next.” 

**That they shall take all the broadcloth (from Europe) at the 
usual advance, to be kept under two keys, one of which to be left 
with themselves and the other with the Warehouse-keeper; that 
before they take any out of the warehouses, it shall be paid for in 
ready money ; and that the whole amount shall be paid off by the 
1st of April 1727. In consideration of which the Board (they were 
told) would abate the penalty of 30,000 pagodas, to be inflicted for 
breach of the last contract, to 10,000 pagodas ; but if they would not 
do this they must expect to pay the whole amount of the penalty. 

Upon the hearing these proposals, the Merchants immediately 
declared they could not engage by any means, either to take the 
broadcloth, or contract for above 800 bales; and to this they adhered 
for a considerable time, but at last after near two hours debate, 
flnding the Board determined to exact the whole penalty if they did 
not agree to tVie terms proposed, and being excused from any contract 
at Fort St. David, they consented ; having first obtained a promise 
of the Board that if they complied within 300 bales, no penalty should 
be exacted.” 

Our next extract refers to a forged bond, found amongst the papers 
of a deceased Company’s servant named Woolley. 

Thursday^ ZOtliJime, 1726. — Captain Richard Upton, representing 
that a forged note, mentioning that he had received of Robert Woolley 
deceased 1,000 ounces of Silver, for which he was to be accountable, 
having been found amongst said Woolley’s papers, whereof payment 
had been demanded, signed as by him and witnessed as by Messrs. 
Samuel Harrison, and Richard Stephens ; and that he and the said 
pretended witnesses were ready to make solemn oath, that neither he 
nor they ever had any knowledge of any such note, nor ever signed 
the same. Therefore craving that he and they might be sworn to 
the truth of what he affirmed, in order to prevent any demand being 
made upon him for the said 1,000 ounces of Silver. 

“ Captain Upton and Messrs. Harrison and Stephens being called in, 
were interrogated as to the signing and witnessing the said note ; and 
affirmed each of them that it was forged and without their knowledge i 
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that there was no similitude of handwriting, and severally made oath 
to what they affirmed. Whereupon it was ordered that the said note 
appearing to be forged be cancelled ; which was done.” 

The next entries which we consider worthy of preservation are 
still more curious. It has been seen that the revenues of Trivatore, 
and of the other out villages belonging to the Company, were farmed 
out to some of the Company's Merchants, on their engaging to pay 
a certain sum {1,450 pagodas) per annum. The Merchants in their 
turn rented the villages to a man named Mahadin, and this Ttenter 
appears to have treated the inhabitants in a barbarous and oppres- 
sive manner. Accordingly two of the villagers sent in the follow- 
ing petition to Governor Macrae in which all their grievances are 
specified. The petition will be found to form an admirable illustra- 
tion of Native administration in the olden time. 

Jamks Macrae, ^ 

President cf Governor of Fort St. George. 

The humble petition of the inhabitants of Yessa Caward. 

** SsowETH, — That the Company has let out Trivatore and the other 
out villages to the Company's merchants, who- during five years that 
they kept them in their own hands, allowed your petitioners all their 
privileges and allowances as usual, and they lived very happily. Then 
one Mahadin took these villages of these merchants, and promised to 
allow your petitioners the same privileges and allowances as the said 
merchants had done ; but he has acted contrary, and not given them 
any privilege or allowance. Upon which they asked him the reason ; 
and he replied that the Company had sold those village.^ to him, and 
he could do what he pleased. The said privileges and allowances due 
to your petitioners for these six years amounts to about 100 pagodas. 
Besides this he has distressed your petitioners and laid many hardships 
on them. He set one of their Pariahs half-way in the ground, where 
he kept him three hours and fined him. Another Pariah he chau- 
buoked 25 blows, put him into the stocks, and kept him there an hour. 
He tied one of their shepherd’s neck and heels, for fourjor five days, an 
hour each day, and beat him very much and fined him. He broke a 
Talliar's back, and turned him out of the village. H e tied a shopkeeper 
of the village, neck and heels, putting a heavy stone on his back, and 
kept him scan hour and then fined him. He served another shopkeeper 
in the same manner. He has done too many other barbarous actions 
to your petitioners to give your Honor in writing an account of. 
Therefore they humbly implore to take their case into consideration, 
and order them satisfaction. They cannot go on with their business 
if he be continued the Renter. Your petitioners hope your Honor wi^’ 
do them justice, and they as in duty bound shall ever pray,” 

To this petition, a Native named Chandarasaha, who seem 
been the steward of Mahardin, sent in a counter-petit’ ' . 

0 !? explaining away the charges. This also is a gem ‘ 
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“ The petition of Chandarasaha. 

** Humbly Showete,— W hereas your petitioner has been falsely 
accused that he has punished the inhabitants beyond reason, and as 
to his burying the man half under ground is utterly false ; for the 
man having, contrary to order, let the water run the wrong course, 
was punished according to custom j that is by laying his hand in the 
watercourse, which filled with sand and the Company's chop put 
thereon. And as for your petitioner's forcing of unreasonable forfeits 
from the inhabitants, it is also false; for the inhabitants having 
complained to your petitioner that a milkman's measure was less 
than it should be, which your petitioner by examining found true; 
therefore fined him 6 fanamS ; and to a seller of tobacco and betel, 
for selling contrary to the renter's order, was fined 6 fanams. As to 
the Talliar, he stole away above three pagodas’ worth of Mangoes, 
for which he paid 48 fanams ; and when the Talliar had found the 
thief, your petitioner told him that he might do what he would. Also 
the said Talliar (i.e. the Talliar who was the thief nob the Talliar who 
had arrested him) took more than bis right of the paddy, and took it 
away without leave ; for which fault he was tied neck and heels two 
hours. And as for your petitioner's putting any body in irons, it is 
false; but a Pariah being taken stealing paddy, was by your petitioner's 
order put in the stocks. That the three persons before mentioned 
have sold the Company's ground, which when the Buyer came to take 
possession, your petitioner refused to let him take it without your 
Honor's leave. That your petitioner for the good of the inhabitants 
did lend them money, and leu them have paddy to the value of pagodas 
260; and when your petitioner demandvS his money then they begin 
to make a disturbance. How three of the inhabitants being come to 
this place, they have taken opportunity to say that all the inhabitants 
will leave the place. The Pedda Haik’s allowance of ground in the 
said village is 4,440 yards, but now be has taken 14,400 yards, which 
is more than his due by near 10,000 yards ; which for these four 
years he has not sown, nor would he let any body else, to the loss 
about pagodas 229; and now about a thousand yards which he sowed, 
the paddy now lies there and he refuses to divide it. Therefore your 
poor petitioner most humbly requests your Honor to give him justice, 
and as in duty bound shall ever pray.” 

Governor Macrae’s action upon these two petitions will be gathered 
from the following extract : — 

“ Friday 1 26ih Augusty 1726. — The President delivers into the Boat'd 
two petitions which had been presented to him ; one from some 
inhabitant of Yessa Cawarda, against Mahadin the present Renter ; 
the other from Ohandarasaha, who acted as steward to the said 
Mahadin, and put his orders in execution. Which being read, the 
President acquaints the Board that both parties had been before him ; 
that be had heard them separately and also given then a joint hearing; 
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thafe be bad examined witnesses to the truth of the facts cbars^ed 
against Mabadin, and heard the Company's Merchants npon the affair. 
That from the whole, it appeared to him, that the said Mabadin had 
been guilty, and was fully convicted by evidence, of the charge 
delivered against him in the first petition ; which is even acknow- 
ledged by the said Ohandarasah in his petition, who acted by order 
and authority from Mabadin in all these matters, as is by Mahadin 
owned. 

“This affair being taken into consideration, particularly the ore- 
sumption of Mahadin in taking upon him to levy fines and inflict 
corporal punishments upon the Honorable Company's subjects without 
authority ; which had actually frightened several inhabitants out of 
the bounds, as the President further informs us had been proved 
before him, and would deter others from coming out of the country 
to secure themselves and properties under the protection of English 
Law as usual. To prevent any such violences and extortions in time 
to come, it is resolved that no Renters or Farmers of Yillages have 
authority to levy fines, or inflict corporal punishment upon the inha- 
bitants ; and that for an example Mahadin be ordered to resign bis 
Cowle of Trivatore and the other villages into the hands of the Com- 
pany’s Merchants ; having forfeited the same by his unwarrantable 
actions; and for a further punishment to him and example for others, 
he be fined in the sum pf 50 pagodas, to be paid into the Company's 
Cash, and that the Secretary, do demand the same." 

This decision was rigidly carried out, for three days afterwards 
we find an entry to the effect that Mahadin had given up the Cowle 
and paid the fine of fifty pagodas. 

Perhaps few entries are more illustrative of the character of 
Governor Macrae, than the following attempt at reduction in the 
matter of Hospital charges. The decision of the canny Scot is won- 
derfully suggestive. How far it contributed to the comfort of the 
sick we leave to the judgraeuc of our readers. 

“ Saturday f 17t7i September, 1726. — ^I'he President represents to the 
Board that, upon reading the particulars of the article of Hospital 
charges, he apprehends there are several of them too large, and others 
unnecessary, and ought to be reduced and discontinued ; which being 
taken into consideration, and the several particulars again read and 
enquired into, it was represented that the Surgeon, who has the 
immediate direction of the Hospital, always insists that the present 
charge is necessary for entertaining and recovering the sick, and 
that no reduction can be made of it. 

“ Ordered, that whereas it hath been for gome time the custom for 
one of the Surgeons to have the immediate care of the Hospital 
solely, they do in future act each six months by turns ; that by their 
acting thus ipterchangeabiy, we may make the experiment whether 
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the one cannot reduce the charge of the Hospital lower than the other, 
which it is believed out of emulation to recommend themselves, they 
may do.*’ 

jSText follows a curious entry respecting the horses sanctioned by 
the Company for the use of. the President. 

3iouday, lih November, 1726. — The President represents to the 
Board, that their being now remaining alive only two Chaise horses 
belonging to the Company, and these so weak that to save them he 
had been obliged for above a twelve month to make use of a pair of 
Manilla horses of his own for his Chaise ; that the Honorable Com- 
pany had allowed his predecessor three horses for his Chaise, one of 
whicVi had been dead some time, and the other two so much wore 
that they are not now fit to do the service of one ; that the Company’s 
piebald horse was lately dead, and that the horses for bis guards 
were very old, and some of them quite worn out, that he was now* 
obliged to allow two Pegu horses of his own for that service. Where- 
fore he proposed to the Board to purchase the said two Pegu horses 
for the use of his guards, and the two Manilla Chaise horses for his 
Chaise, on the Company’s account ; being all of them young, well 
broke, and seasoned to the country.' 

Resolved that the foresaid four horses be purchased for the 
Company for the service abovemen tinned, at 160 pagodas each ; and 
that the Paymaster do pay for the same; and that one of the worst# 
of the guard horses be sold at public outcry as soon as the season 
permits the usual concourse of people at the sea gate.” 

Whilst Governor Macrae was thus attentive to his own interests, 
he was by no means unmindful of che interests of the younger 
servants of the Company, as will be seen by the following extract, 
which is well worthy noD only of preservation but of more general 
imitation. 

“ Tuesday, I5tli November, 1726. — The President represents further 
to the Board, that he thinks it a great discouragement to the 
subordinate servants, and inconsistent with that emulation we ought 
to excite amongst them to distinguish themselves by merit in order 
to their advancement, that some should be continued so long in 
laborious stations without any profit, while others enjoyed places of 
profit and that required little application. Particularly that Paul 
Foxley had served under the Export Warehouse-keeper above five 
years, and discharged that trust faithfully to the approbation of his 
superiors; and that Edward Groke, had coiiDinued several years 
'Writer at the Sea gate, in which station he had had but very little 
' opportunity of exerting himself in the Service. Therefore moved 
that Mr. Eoxley be appointed in Mr. Croke’s room Writer at the 
Sea gate.” 

Resolved that Paul Foxiey do enter upon the employ of Writer 
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afc the Sea gate the first of January next, and that Ealph Mansell 
do succeed him in the Export Warehouse at the same time. Edward 
Oroke being senior in standing to all the servants under the Council, 
it was judged reasonable that he should be advanced to a station of 
a higher trust in the Service. Wherefore resolved that he be 
employed in the station of Eeoeiver of the HGiiorable Company’s 
customs, and that he do enter upon the same the fii’st of January 
next.”- . . 

The following petition is simply an illustration of the times. 

The humble petition of Hiedakam. 

‘‘ Show’eth,— T hat your petitioner’s brother, jN’undaram, brought 
2,773 rupees from Arcot, and procured therewith a Bill of Exchange 
on Bengal from Governor Collet. Your petitioner’s brother being 
murdered by robbers on his way to Bengal, the Bill has not yet been 
paid ; which your petitioner hearing came to Madras with the Nabob’s 
perwanna to demand the repayment of the said money from Governor 
Elwick and Mr. Benyon, attorneys to Governor Collet ; who told 
your petitioner that if he could bring a sufficient security to indem- 
nify them they would pay him. , Your petitioner has now brought 
an attestation, signed by many great Gentlemen at Arcot, witnessing 
that your petitioner is the next heir to the said deceased Nut^daram ; 
which your petitioner hopes is a sufficient authority for receiving the 
said money ; and that your Honor would please to give such orders 
therein as your Honor shall think meet.” 

It will be sufficient to say that the security offered by the gentle- 
men of Arcot, some of whom stood high in the favour of the Nabob, 
was deemed sufficient, and the money was accordingly paid. 

Our next extract is another curious illustration of the times ; like 
the previous one it will explain itself. 

“ Tuesday i 6th Feeemher, 1726,— Mr. Emmerson, Chief Justice of 
the Choultry, reports to the Board a late instance of a woman slave 
having attempted to poison a whole family ; that the poison bad 
actually been given, but operating very violently quickly discovered 
itself, and the eSect was prevented by immediately administering 
proper emetics, and that the criminal had confessed the fact. That 
iu order to strike terror into such abandoned mind’s and for securing 
the lives of the inhabitants in future from atrocious attempts, the 
Justices of the Choultry were come to a resolution to punish the said 
criminal in the most public and exemplary manner, the approbation 
of this Board being first bad ; and that he was further empowered 
from the Justices of the Choultry to represent to the Board that, 
considering how easily poisons are procurable here, as in the late ’ 
instance by low miscreants, even Sublimate Mercury, it will be highly 
necessary to publish a prohibition of selling or delivering poison's 
;of any sort, but under a proper regulation ; that therefore they were of 
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opinion fchafc no person should be permifcfced to sell or deliver poison, 
without first acquainfcing one of the Justices of it, under the penalty of 
confiscation of half or their estate, and being farther liable to corporal 
punishment at the discretion of the said Justice. 

^‘Approved the proceedings of the Justices in their affair, and 
agreed with them to pi'ohibic the selling or delivering poison without 
the consent of one of the Justices, and under the penalty above* 
mentioned, and that a prohibition be forthwith published accordingly/^ 

Strange to say we can see no entry of the punishment which was 
inflicted on the woman. She was probably treated in such a fashion 
that the Government did not care to place it upon record. 

Our nest extracts will be found interesting^ as exhibiting the 
amount of expenditure and revenue at Fort St. George and the other 
settlements on the Coast of Coromandel. We give an extract from 
the consultation first, and the Accountants^ report afterwards. 

“ Tuesday^ 6th Becemher, 1726. — Nathaniel Turiier, Accountant, 
delivers into the Board a Report of the state of the Honorable 
Company’s expenses and customs at their settlements upon this coast, 
at the balancing and closing the general books ending April last ; 
which is read and ordered to be entered after this consultation. 

“The said Report being maturely examined and considered, the 
Board are agreed that the reduction of the charges of their settle* 
ment, and of Fort St. David, has been carried as far as it has been 
hitherto practicable. 

“ That the increase of the expense of Tizagapatam last year, was 
, owing to the additional number of soldiers we were obliged to send 
and continued there, for the security of that factory, while the country 
round it was ravaged and they threatened by contending armies; 
that after the reduction made as advised by Mr. Symonds and Council 
in their letter to us dated 7th May last, the charge of that settlement 
will appear to have been considerably diminished upon the next 
years books. 

“ That we must likewise refer to next years books for the reduction 
of expense at Masulipatam and Madapallum, 

“ That the decrease of the Sea Customs, and the increase of" the 
Land Customs here at Madras last year, are owing to one and the 
same cause ;-—they having ordered the whole 5 per cent, custom to 
be paid at the Choulbiy upon goods imported from the country ; 
where? 8 formerly only 2| per cent, was accounted for there and the 
other 2|- at the Sea gate upon exportation of said goods/’ 

“ That the decrease of the Customs is general last year, here and 
at Fort St. David, and from there account of the proceedings, seems 
indeed totally owing at Fort St. David to the fi.ve per cent, charged in 
said preceding year upon so large a quantity of turned out cloths, that 
had been brought in there upon former investments ; and here in part 
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to the like fire per cent, custom having been charged oiir Merchants 
upon a considerable quantity ot turned out cloths. Besides whicii 
the customs have been considerably lessened in this fort last year, 
and will more considerably this, by the great decay in the trade of 
Manilla, and the almost total loss of the trade of the Patans from 
Bengal; both which trades being principally in fine goods., and 
formerly to a great value, were very considerable branches of the Sea 
Customs.'' 

Here follows the report of the Accountant to the Governor and 
Council. 

Honorable SiE AND Sirs, 

** The General Boohs of this settlement ending April, 1726 being balanced and 
closed, and the subordinate Factory’s Books, ending April 1726 being sent up. I 
am to lay before your Honors the last year’s expense of this settlement and its 
sabordinates on the coast, that you may please to consider whether any part of 
the charges can be saved to the Honorable Company, 

“ The expanse of this settlement of Fort 
St. George^ on the balance of our 
Books ending April 1725 amounted 

,to Pagodas 39,034 34 2a 

** The expense as per our Books ending 
April 1726 is as follows : 

Charges Garrison ... Pagodas ... 15,779 26 77 
“ Presents 174 18 20 

Charges cattle ... 800 0 0 

Charges Extraordinary 173 21 10 

** Fortifications and repairs 1,495 29 /0 

Charges Diet 7,000 0 0 

“ Account Salary 3,265 34 67 

“ Charges Hospital 769 35 20 

“ Charges General 6,080 22 44. 


35,546 8 68 


‘ Lessened the expense of this place 

this year 

‘ The expense of Fort St. David on the 
balance of their Books ending April 

1725 amounted Pagodas 

' The expense as per their Books ending 
April 1726 is as follows : 

* Charges Garrison^ 

‘ Charges Extraordinary 

‘ Peons’ and Servants’ wages ... ... 

‘ Charges cattle 

' Fortifications and repairs 

‘ Charges Diet 

Account Salary ■ 

^ Presents 

‘ Charges Hospital ... 

‘ Charges General ... ... 


3,^188 25 40 


29,268 28 15 


13,082 7 52 
342 20 35 
3,285 6 0 
600 0 0 
96 U 10 
2,966 4 0 
941 30 40 
12 33 0 
219 28 26 
2,668 3 58 


24,215 29 61. 
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*'• Lessened the expense of that place 
this year ... ... ... 

“ The expense of Vizagapatam on the 
Balance of their Books ending 
April 1725 amounted to 
The expense as per their Books ending 
April 1726 is as follows ; — 

“ Charges (rarrisoii 

“ Presents 

Charges Diet 

‘‘ Charges Extraordinary 

Fortiheations and repairs 

Account Sa.lai*y 

' ‘ Account Gardens 

Account Wax 

‘‘ Servants’ wages 

“ Factors’ pronsions ... 

“ Account repairs 

‘ * Charges General 


“ Increased the expense of that place 

this year 

“ Which is occasioned by 20 European 
Soldiers being sent down to that 
settlement on account of the 
troubles in the country in the 
beginning of the year ; ten (10) of 
which soldiers are still continued 
there, and adds to the expense of 
that place ; but since Mr. Syunonds 
going down he writes us that he 
has in pursuance to your Honors’ 
orders made a considerable reduc- 
tion in the Peons’ and servants’ 
wages, which reduction will appear 
in their next general Books ending 

April 1727 

The Expense of Ingeram for one year 

ending April 1725, was 

‘‘ The Expense of Ingeram from April 

1725 to May 1726 is 

** Lessened the Expense of that place 

this year ^ 

The Expense of Masulipatam and 

Madapolluni was last year 

Do. this year ending A.pril 1726 ... 

“ Decreased this year in their expenses 
“ The expenses of these two factories 
will next year be considerably 
decreased by the regulation your 
Honors have lately made therein. 

“ Lessened this year in the expenses 
of this settlement and its sub- 
ordinates 


Pagodas. 


5,052 

34 34 

Pagodas. 


0,838 

i 61 

2,103 

6 

0 



480 

6 

69 



578 

30 

0 



151 

33 

35 



336 

33 

3 



422 

34 

19 



35 

19 

41 



46 

34 

64 



1,492 

25 

77 



25 

1 

16 



18 

6 

68 



373 

13 

39 




6,065 29 31 


... Pagodas ... 227 2-7 50 


... S,313 33 24 

Pagodas. 1,315 19 18 
1,182 13 63 

233 5 S3 

Pagodas. 628 34 40 
622 28 43 


Pagodas. 8,553 7 56 
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“ Thus having given your Honors account of the Honorahle Company’s annual 
expenses on this Coast, I shall proceed to lay before you an account of the 
produce of their customs in this place and at Fort St. David ending April 1726. 

** The Sea Customs of Fort St. George. 

“On the balance of our Boohs ending , 

April 1725 amounted to ... ... 36,051 B 29 

“ The amount ditto for one year ending 

April 1726 ... ... 28,560 7 46 

Decrease in this revenue ... ... ... ... 7,491 0 63 

“The amount of the Land Customs of 
Fort St. George. 

“ On the Balance of their Books ending 

April 1725 was ... ... 4,455 8 28 

Do. April 1726 was ... 10,185 33 76 


Increase in this revenue ... ... ... 5,730 25 48 


“ Less this year in the Customs of Fort 

St. George than last ... ... ... ... 1,760 11 15 

“ The Eevenue of Fort St. David ending 

April 1726 amounted to 11,941 24 75 

Do. 1725 9,877 0 38 


“ Less this year in the Customs of Fort 

St. David than last 2,064 24 37 


“ The Customs of Fort St. George and 
St. David have on the balance of 
our general books ending April 1726 . 

Decreased Pagodas. 3,824 35 52 

I am, with respect, 

Honorahle Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

Fort St. George, > Nathaniel Turner, 

Uh December 1726. ) Accountant. 

The following record of an enterprising project in the olden time 
is very curious. 

** Mmdayt 26tli December 1 1726. — Petition read of Stephen Hew- 
come, requesting leave to build a Sawmill, and a lease for a spac*.e of 
ground to the northward of the White Tower along the sea side, for 
building the said mill and proper sheds upon. And he being called 
before the Board, and beard to the benefit be proposes bis mill will 
prove to be to the Company and the Corporation, gave sufiSoient 
reasons to believe that it will be of public advantage, and affirmed 
that be would saw timbers and planks 50 per cent, cheaper upon the 
cooly hire now usually paid. Besides that be could saw blocks of 
timber to much greater advantage, and prevent the waste occasioned 
by the unskilfulhess of the present sawers.” 
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** Granted his petition for the space of ground therein mentioned, 
and ordered a lease to be prepared for the same for 21 years; be 
paying before signing it 20 pagodas due into the Company's cash, 
and annnallj’’ one pagoda Quit-rent daring the term of his lease ; and 
in consideration of the expense of preparing the ground, and building 
tlie mill and necessary conveniences, and the benefit it will prove to 
be to the Company and the place, — it is resolved that the sole privi- 
lege of sawing timber and plank by a mill be vested in him for 2l 
years next ensuing, and no other person have that liberty but upon 
an agreement with him during that time.” 

We hope that we shall find in future records that this Sawmill 
proved a successful Speculation; 

That Mr. Macrae was a most vigilant Governor is further proved 
by the following enti'y. 

Monday^ 9th January, 1727 The President represents to the 
Board, that he had observed in the Sorting Godown that a great deal 
of cloth bad been turned out this year, which he was persuaded 
would upon a re-exarninatiou be found as good as muster ; that as he 
would never countenance the taking in bad cloth, so he thought 
it was not serving the Honorable Company well to turn out any that 
was as good as their musters; that all he proposed or desired was, 
that justice might be done our Masters and the Merchants likewise, 
that they may not be discouraged frpm contracting with us again. 
He therefore moves that in order to do justice both to our Masters 
and to their Merchants the cloth turned out this year may be 
restored/’ Tiiis was of course agreed to. 

The following consultation respecting the best mode of improving 
the declining trade of Madras, is very interesting. 

Tuesday, $\st January, 1727. — The Board having taken into 
consideration the declining state of the trade of this place, which 
appears by the customs to be greatly diminished ; and if expedients 
are not found for its support must iu consequence a;Sect every other 
branch of the Honorable Company’s Revenue, and utterly ruin the 
inhabitants ; — It principally appears to be owing to the following 
causes. 

** That whereas heretofore the trade was entirely carried on by the 
shipping of this port, it is now in part in the possession of the 
French, Armenians, and Moors, who traffic on other bottoms and 
import their Cargoes into other Settlements ; which they are enabled 
to do by the money taken up here by Respondentia bonds, and without 
whicib they could not carry on so extensive a trade. It seems most 
probable that the preventing this evil will most conduce to the recov- 
' ery of the customs, and make all other ports on this coast dependent 
on us, though the duties are less elsewhere ; and whereas several of 
our English Supra-Oargoes take up large sums of our inhabitants at 
Respondentia, and afterwards proceed to Bengal, where thej’- take up 
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as mach more of persons wbo are ignorant of their engagements here ; 
so by thrusting into their private adventures greater quantities of 
goods than the markets where they are bound can possibly consumes 
they are forced to be in those portvS two seasons to dispose of their 
own private effects ; to the great prejudice of those concerned in the 
stock, and puts a stop to the quick circulation ; which will effectually 
ha prevented by letting the Gentlemenin the Bay know what engage- 
ments those Supra-Cargoes lie under here, and by degrees reduce 
trade to its proper bounds, which by this licentious practice has been 
quite overdone. 

In order therefore, to support the Honorable Company’s Eevenne, 
and to prevent the injuries this place receives from these clandestine 
practices; — it is resolved that in future all Bespondentia bonds, notes, 
or writings at Bespondentia for money lent by the inhabitants of this 
place, — Company’s servants as well as others, — npon all ships trading 
from this or any other port in India, shall be duly and regularly 
registered in a book to be kept for that purpose. 

“ That in case of any Supra-Gargo, Merchant, Commander, Mariner, 
or other, shall have borrowed money at Besporidentia of any of the 
said inhabitants proving Insolvent, all such bonds so registered shall 
be accounted and deemed a preferable claim to such as are not. 

** That the Sub-Seoretary do keep the said Book of Register, and 
that he shall receive 9 fanam^ for registering each Respondentia 
bond or note under 100 pagodas principal, or 18 fanams for each 
such bond or note for 100 pagodas or upward ; that after having 
registered the said Bonds or notes he shall sign them registered, the 
day of the month and year ; and that the Secretary do put up at the 
Sea Gate a publication of this resolution in writing in the usual 
languages for the notice and observation of all the inhabitants.” 

Our nest extracts are curious, as clearly showing how the business 
between the Government and the Native Merchants was transacted 
in the Olden Time, 

Saturday^ llth February, 1727.— The President acquaints the 
Board that, after a great deal of management with the Company’s 
Merchants, be had engaged them to agree to a contract for taking 
off the woollen goods expected upon the next ship from Great Britain, 
and for providing goods for Europe this season ; and delivers in the 
Contract and the counterpart to the Board. Which being read are 
approved, and the said Merchants being called in, were interchange- 
ably signed and delivered ; and they promise their utmost endeavours 
to comply with their engagements. 

**Th 0 President represents to the Board, that the Merchants 
having received no tasharief according to custom at signing the "" 
contract with the Company the two preceding years, and that they now- 
insisted upon their being now tashariefed for the three contracts: — 
it is ordered that the Warehouse-keeper deliver seven pieces line 
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scarlet} cloth for that use. Ordered also that 10,000 pa^^odas be 
advauced them out of the 20,000 promised them in the terms of the 
present contract.” 

The following is a copy of the contract as entered in the Consulta- 
tion Book. 

** Saturday f IWi February,^ 1727. — A contract made, concluded, 
and agreed upon this 11th day oi February 1727, between James 
Macrae, Esq.. President and Gouncil of Fort St. George in behalf o£ 
the English East India Company on the one part, and Sunca Ramah 
and Tomby Ghefcty, etc., Joint Stock Merchants on the other part. 

The said Merchants do hereby covenant, promise and agree, that 
they will buy of the said President and Council all the Woollen 
goods that they shall receive upon the next expected shipping from 
Great Britain, for the said Company's account, at thirty per cent 
advance upon the European price; that it shall be deposited in a 
Warehouse under two keys, one of which to be kept by the Ware- 
housekeeper and another by the said Merchants ; that before they 
receive any Woollen-goods out of the Warehouse they will pay the 
amount thereof to the Warehouse-keeper, and further that they will 
so receive and pay for the whole quantity on or before the Isfc day 
of October 1728. 

The above said Merchants do further promise, covenant and 
agree, to and with the said President and Council, that they will 
provide 8,000 bales of cloth of the sortments ; to be delivered at 
least 1,500 bales thereof on or before the 20th day of September next, 
and the remainder on or before the last day of January following. 
All the clotlis now remaining in the Company's god own unmeasured 
to be counted in part of the said 3,000 bales now contracted for; 
and the said President and Council do promise to receive the same, 
provided it be agreeable to our musters* 

*^The said Merchants do further covenant and agree that they will 
not demand any money upon account of this contract until the goods 
are delivered to the Company and erabaled; excepting only the sum 
of 20,000 pagodas which the said President and OouTicil do hereby 
promise and are obliged to advance to the said Merchants upon this 
contract ; which said sum shall not be by them accounted for until the 
conclusion hereof, and the closing their accounts with the Company. 

The said Merchants do likewise covenant, and are hereby obliged 
in case they shall fail in complying with the terras of this contract, 
to pay a penalty of 20 per cent, for all the bales that they shall deliver 
short of the number agreed upon ; unless it shall he manifestly made 
appear that troubles in the country have hindered them ; provided 
• always, and it is hereby agreed that in case the merchants shall 
comply wink this contract within 500 bales of the whole 3,000, that then 
the President and Council will remit the penalty for the said 500 bales. 

In witness whereof the said President and Council have to one 
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parti hereof set their hands, and cansed the Company’s seal to ha 
affixed ; and to the other part the said Merchants have set their hands 
and seals the day and year first above written.*” 

SuNCA Ramah. 

‘‘ Naiko Ball Ohistty. 

Tomby Chetty. 

^ ‘^^OoLLASTRI ChRTTY. 

“ Moodu Venkata Ooetty.” 

The following story of attempted fraud will explain itself. 

Monday, ^rd April, 1727.-- Groodapilla Raiigappah, having brought 
a large diamond from the mines to be sold here, and being a stranger, 
and recommended to Grnapah, a goldsmith, to assist him in dispos- 
ing the said diamond, he had trusted him with the sale of it. But 
the said Gruapah, with intentions to defraud Goodapilla of the real 
value of the diamond, persuaded him upon several delusory pretexts 
to retire to Conjeveram. In the mean time, that he might carry on 
the fraud with the greatest security, he possessed the igtiorant 
stranger with several groundless calumnies, to the prejudice of the 
President's character and to the trade of the place, Goodapilla being 
thus removed, Gruapah applied himself to Gopaul, a Diamond 
Merchant; and they entered into an agreement to have the Diamoiid 
cut without the owner’s knowledge or consent, and afterwards sold it 
likewise without acquainting him to Mr. Parkes for 4,150 pagodas, of 
which Gopaul and Gruapah re-received each one half ; though Gruapah 
had been to Conjeveram, and affirmed to Goodapilla that the President 
had taken the stone from him, and had given him only 1,500 pagodas 
for it; and told him that he must not come to Madras, that if he did 
he would be in danger. But Goodapilla suspecting the fraud, came 
at last to Madras; and having information that his diamond had been 
sold as above, made his complaint thereupon to the President, and 
craved that justice might be done him. Whereupon the President 
had ordered the said Gopaul and Gruapah to be committed to prison ; 
of all which he now acquaints the Board ; and they and Goodapilla 
being called before the Board, and the whole affair being particularly 
enquired into, ifc appears evident that Grnapah had imposed upon, 
and defrauded Goodapilla Biingapah, and aspersed the President 
very grossly as above narrated. Mr. Parkes being called, declared 
he paid so much for the diamond. Gopal and Gruapah acknowledge 
that it was the same diamond that Goodapilla had trusted Gruapah 
with to sell for him, and that they had received each one-half of the 
money. Gruapah affirms he had paid Goodapilla 17,000 pagodas ; but 
the other persists to affirm that he had received only 1 5,000 pagodas 
for his diamond. It being likewise evident that Gopaul was concur- 
mg with Gruapah in this cheat, and that be knew the diamond was 
Goodapilla’s, and had treated with Mr. Parkes about the sale of it, 
ike Board came to the following resolution. 
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•‘That, after deduofci rig the charge of abutting the said Diamond, 
and the sum already paid by Gruapah to Goodapillah, Gopaul and 
Gruapab do make up to him the sum it was sold for, each one half; 
that Grruapah being in low circumstanc?es, the Secretary do make an 
inventor)" of bis effects and sell them at the Sea Gate by public 
outcry, for payment of his half of the said money; and that if the 
amount of all his effects shall not prove sufficient, that Gopaul shall 
make up the sum that shall be wanting ; and that he shall recover of 
Gruapah the sum so made good if ever he shall be found to have 
effects ; that both be remanded to prison until the judgment is com- 
plied with, and that Gruapah be exemplarily punished for ground* 
lessly aspersing the President’s character in so gross a manner.” 

Here the matter ended, and we can only presume that the money 
was subsequently paid. It is however a si gnifi cant fact that Gooda- 
pilla should be so easily induced to believe in the oppression charged 
against the Governor. Mr. Macrae^s proceedings as regards inter- 
lopers may be gathered from the following extract. 

“ Tuesday i 2bf h April, 1727. — The President represents to the Board 
that several persons, without indentures or license to trade as free 
Merchants, thrusting themselves into tVie several branches of the trade 
of India, are a great prejudice to the trade in general, and to the 
Company’s Covenanted Servants and others that have license parti- 
cularly in Pegu. That we are directed by the Honorable Court of 
Directors in their letter dated 7th January 1726, to send home all 
such Traders. Wherefore the President moves that Miles Barne and 
Thomas Pritchard, both now here and intended to return to Pegu, and 
Lewis Tornery and James Lander, who are now there trading (though 
none of the four has the Company’s Indentures) may be served with 
an order to return to Great Britain, conformably to our Honorable 
Masters’ directions in that respect. 

*• Resolved that the orders for Lewis Tornery and James Lander be 
sent in a general letter to Captain Bereyman, Resident at Syrian, by a 
conveyance that now offers ; with directions to iiim to serve the said 
orders and see them complied with ; and that the Secretary do serve 
Miles Barne and Thomas Pritchard who are on the place, with the like 
orders.” 

These orders were evaded. Miles Barne and Thomas Pritchard 
obtained to go to Pegu for one year to recover their effects, promising 
faithfully to return and embark for England at the expiration of that 
time. However they broke their word and stayed at Pegu ; and the 
resident at Pegu appears to have avoided taking any action in the 
matter. 

• We close the present chat>fcer with the following entry, which serves 
to illustrate the nature of the trade with China carried on by the 
Company’s servants at Madras, and at the same time indicates the state 
of existing relations between Fort St. George and Pondicherry. 
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JVednesday, 'ist June, 17-27.— The President represents to tlic 
Board, that Vie proposes to send a ship to China this year, and is on 
that account in want ot‘ some silver to send on her ; that as the French 
at Pondicherry have lately sold their silver at fourteen and three 
eights dollars weight per ten pagodas, he is willing to take the Com- 
pany’s at that price, with tVie allowance of a quarter more as usual 
for sViips that go for China. Agreed to deliver the President thirty 
Chests of silver at those rates.” 

CUA.PGDER XXXV. 

GOVERNORSHIP OF MR. JAMES MACRAE. 

(Continued.) 

1727. 

In the previous chapter we brought the annals of Mr. Macrae’s 
government down to the middle of 1727. The present chapter 
comprises extracts from the records of six months only, namely the 
consultation books of the latter half of the year 1727, the selections 
we have made are almost entirely confined to three subjects. First, 
to the general survey of the houses, gardens, and other tenementvS 
within the Company’s territories, which was carried out this year by 
a Committee acting in three divisions. Secondly, to the case of a 
Mr. Colin Campbell, who having lost large sums by speculating in 
the South Sea Company and other bubbles of the day, had betaken 
himself to Madras to retrieve his fallen fortunes ; and who, l:>eing 
called upon to give his reasons for not paying the sums he owed in 
England, delivered in such a singularly well written explanation of 
his circurastaiiees, that we have thought proper to preserve his 
narrative entire. Thirdly, to the remodelling of the Mayor’s Court, 
which was granted by the Boyal Charter of 1726, and was carried 
out this year in the Madras Presidency. 

Governor Macrae’s survey of the town and suburbs of Madras, 
as they were some hundred and thirty years ago, may be best under- 
stood by reference to the consultation of lOth December, 1726, in 
which the following entry appears. 

Monday, ^ I9th December, 1726. — The President moves that a 
general survey may be made of all houses, tenements, gardens and 
grounds, within the extent of the Honorable Company’s bounds, ^ 
that are not formed and comprehended under a cowle from tliem, in 
order to a better proportioned assessment, and for improvingand 
making more effectual in future the revenue of Quit-rent and 
Scavenger’s duty , which is agreed to as the most effectual expedient, 
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and mosfe conducive fco the ends proposed. And it be an instruction 
to the Gentlemen appointed to make this survey, that they do make 
inquiry into the present value of houses, gardens, and other texie- 
ments ; what quit-rent or scavenger’s duty they now pay ; and what 
those that are not assessed ought to pay in proportion to the value 
or produce. Also to inquire into the circumstances of the inhabit- 
ants, in order that an additional sum may be raised, if practicable to 
the Company ; and that the poor may be released by easing them, 
and assessing the wealthy who are able to bear it higher. 

Eesolved t>»at Messrs. Turner, Ernmerson, Fowke, Hubbard, 
Houghton, and Pyot do make the said survey ; that they act two and 
two together, dividing the whole extent of the bounds in three 
divisions; and that they report the same the 5fch of April next, 
because the Company’s immediate service will not permit them 
to perfect it sooner,” 

The reports of the three several Committees were not delivered in 
till the 27th of June, 1727. These reports we shall give at length, 
as they throw considerable light upon the condition of the Hative 
inhabitants generally, and especially upon the state of sanitary 
reform in the olden time. It will be seen that the Committee of six 
was-required to act in three divisions of two members each; each 
division taking up a particular part of the Company’s territory. At 
the conclusion of their labours each division sent in a book of 
assessment which does not appear to have been preserved ; accom- 
panied by a separate report already mentioned. Of the three reports 
it will be remai-ked that the third and last is by far the best, and a 
sort of story belongs to it. The two Committee men appointed in 
that particular survey were both carried away by death ; and Mr. 
Samuel Hyde was appointed to undertake their duty singly, Mr. 
Hyde was strongly i^ecommended to the Madras Government by the 
Court of Directors when first sent out to India; both on account of 
his superior qualifications and the very high family to which he 
belonged. Mr. Hyde appears to have been a member of the great 
Clarendon family, which presented vicissitudes as extraordinary as 
those in the life of Governor Macrae. Anne Hyde, daughter of the 
great Chancellor, had been the first wife of James II; and if we 
mistake not, her grandmother was a village girl who many years before 
had gone to London to seek her fortune as a domestic servant. Bat we 
have no space to dwell upon the general viscissitudes of families, and 
at once proceed to extract the reports of the Committee of Survey. 

The report of the South and Eastern division was as follows. 

“ To the Honorable James Maceae, Esq., and OounciL 
* Honorable Sirs, 

In pursuance to your orders of Council of the 1 9th of last December 
we now lay before your Honors our Book of Assessment on the divi- 
sion which fell to our lot; which were all the Company’s bound to 
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the southward of the White Town, one side of the Ohoiiltry Street, 
and all the Black Town within the walls to the eastward of the 
Choultry Street. 

•‘Our foresaid Book of Assessment wnll show your Honors the 
sums the several houses and gardens were rated as in the last Rent 
Roll; and in the said Book you will likewise observe what sums we 
have now put on the said houses and gardens, both for Quit-rent 
and Scavenger’s duty. 

‘•In going through the several streets of the Black Town we had 
the cries of many poor widows and decayed people, wdncli obliged us 
out of charity and compassion to ease them what we could; and that 
the amount of the Company’s duty of Quit-rent and Scavenger’s duty 
might be made more certain and not decrease, we were necessitated 
to pub on the rich the small sums we took of the poor. Some were so 
poor that we were obliged to take all off ; others we eased by taking 
off a few fanams. These persons are described in one of the columns 
of our Book of Assessment by the words “ very poor,” being wrote 
over against the persons’ names; and those which we eased by only 
taking off a part of the duty, are described by the word “ poor” being 
wrote over against their names. 

“ We once thought that calling in the Bills of sale for the Black 
inhabitants bouse, would have helped us in making a more propor- 
tionable assessment than formerly ; but upon their being brought 
us we foupd most of them to be old bills of a great many years 
standing, amounting to small sums of money; so that on viewing 
the several houses, we found the greatest part of them had been 
made new and large houses long since the date of the bills of sale. 
Wherefore we were forced to proportion oiirasaessmetit by the large- 
ness and value of their bouses> and ability of the possessors, as near 
as we could judge. 

‘*Oar new assessment within our division amount to 10 pagodas 
6 fanams in the Quit-rent more than in the last Bent Roll; and in 
the Scavenger’s duty it comes to 15 fanams less. We should have 
been willing to have made a greater increase in these branches of 
the Company’s revenues, could we have judged the inhabitants in 
circumstances to bear it. 

“In and about Triplicane we found 67 houses and gardens which 
had no Quit-rent laid tipoa them; so that we assessed each of them 
as near as we could judge the value of them, and it amount.^ to 165 
pagodas 3 1 fanams. These gardens have most of them been made 
out of sandy spots of ground, and are a great improvement to the 
place; but are as near as we can learn more an expense to the owners* 
than any real gain to their estates. 

“We have gone through all the streets in Triplicane Town but 
could hud very few houses to assess ; the inhabitants thereof being 
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mostly Brahmins, maintained by the merchants, and poor painters, 
gardeners, and other labouring people, 

*^Thus having given your Honors an account of pur transactions in 
obedience to your orders of Council, we hope for your favourable 
approval thereof as no pains or fatigue therein have been spared by 

Honorable Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble Servants, 

Fori St. George, ) ISTathaniel Tuhnek. 

S6bh June, 1727/ J Johk Bmmerson, 

The second report seems to have referred to the West and North- 
ern division, and was as follows : 

** Honourable Sirs, 

“ The division which fell to our lot was the western part of the Black 
Town within the walls from the Choultry Street ; also ail the Mutbeal 
pettah, and what gardens and grounds stretching out as far as the 
garden commoniycalled Addison^s Garden, now Sunca Bamah’s,on one 
side of the road, to Pulicat and Narrian’s on the other. Through all 
which we have been, and shall give you a description thereof as we found 
them, and of the methods we have taken to concur with your intentions. 

** In the Black Town we find 638 houses ; the former Qiiit-renfe 
and Scavenger's duty laid thereon, both amounted to 613 pagodas 
and 7 fanams, which we have now raised to 637 pagodas and 9 fanams, 
the difference is 24 pagodas and 2 fanams. 

** In the Mutteai pettah are 1,405 houses, and among them we 
believe there are not ten worth 300 pagodas each, and the inhabi- 
tants all miserably poor. Some are Carpenters, Peons, and Coolies, 
and great numbers of beggars and Brahmins, who live in straw huts 
on the sand upon charity. Others are poor widows and children, 
who threw themselves at oar feet as we passed along. We took off 
these sorb of people a few fanams, and shared it among those whom 
we thought, by the appearance of their houses and the information 
we could get of their circumstances, better able to bear it. The 
former Quit-rent and Scavenge/s duty together amounted to 410 
pagodas and 3 fanams ; the present amount to 457 pagodas and 29 
fanams. So that we have raised here 47 pagodas and 26 fanams; 
and we humbly offer our opinion, it is as much as possible can be 
done without distressing the subjects. 

To the northward of this Mutteai pettah are 26 gardens, two 
whereof are under cowle ; via. : — 

Maria Pois, which pays pagodas... 70 per annum. 

The Company‘s Garden........ ..351 do. 

Total... 421 

by this no one thinks the renters can get any thing. 


39 


468 


Q0YEBN0E8HIF OF 


[1727 


** The amount of the other three gardens was 28 pagodas and 9 
fanams, which we have now raised to 51 pagodas and 27 fanams ; so 
that the increase is 23 pagodas and 18 fanams. 

** One of our Ohetty's gardens produces nothing, being at present 
but a heap of sand ; nevertheless, we have laid on him bat one pagoda 
per annum ; also the garden of Chiniah Muttiah. 

We are of opinion what part of this revenue has been every year 
wrote off to profit and loss, which commonly amounted to 200 or 300 
pagodas, happened thus: That whereas the Eental general and 
Scavenger has always made up his roil in August for the year follow- 
ing ; before which is expired great numbers of people generally die 
in debt, and leave nothing but a poor widow and children, who are 
forced to suffer their pots and pans to be sold to pay 3 or 4 or half a 
dozen fanams Quit-rent ; and some there are that have nothing but 
the bare mat they lie on ; that we cannot see how it can be avoided 
among such multitudes of poor people, and such a large sum of 
money to be collected in such small driblets. 

** The care and method we have taken in this affair we hope will 
meet your Honor's approbation; having duly bad at heart our 
Honorable Master's future interest whose we are, and 

Your Honors 

Most obedient humble Servants, 

Eandal Fowke, 
James Hubbaed." 

The third, and most important report of all, referred to the Central 
division of Black Town, and was written as before said by Mr. Samuel 
Hyde. It was as follows : 

** Hokokablb Sir and Sirs, 

‘‘ In compliance to your Honor's order for finishing the survey of 
that part of the Black Town called Fedda Naick Fettah, formerly 
under the direction of Messrs. Houghton and Pyot deceased, I here- 
with present a new Eoll of rates for the same ; whereby will appear 
such alterations as I have thought necessary for the relief of the poor 
and benefit to the Honorable Company: the whole amounting to 1,329 
pagodas 19 fanams ; and the advance gained thereby 85 pagodas and 
26 fanams ; which I believe is the most the inhabitants can bear, and 
is submitted to your Honors for your approbation. 

** As the annual and strenuous recommendation from the Honorable 
Court of Directors to this Presidency, for preventing of the bad debts 
yearly outstanding on the Scavenger's account, have been the chief 
motives for your Honor's appointing this survey ; I have carefully 
examined how those debts have arose, and found the whole remains 
of the last years to be 174 pagodas, 17 fanams and 40 cash ; of which 
above 60 pagodas arises from persons leaving their houses unin- 
habited; the humour of the people being such, that in cases of mor« 
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feality or misfortunes they had rather go up the country, and suffer 
their houses to decay many years for want of repairs, than sell them 
out of the family. The Scavenger can have no defence against such , 

loss, and though the said debts are wrote off for that year, yet the i j 

annual rates of these houses are continued in the succeeding Bent 
Roll, though it is uncertain when the owners will return. The same 
1 may say of the many places in the Black Town and Pettah, that have 
continued empty without bouses or improvement thereon for many 
years, as may be observed in the Roll now presented ; all which were 
charged according to the old rates amounting to upwards of 35 
pagodas, though the Scavenger had little probability of receiving any 
part of it. The reason that has been given for this custom is, that by 
continuing them on the Rent Roll they may the better remember the 
old tax that was laid on such grounds, and to endeavour a recovery 
of the same, when the owner shall return ; though I never yet knew 
or beard of such debts so recovered, and it is to be feared the multi- 
plicity of such vacant places may in time lay waste great part of the 
Black Town. The owners of many of them are unknown, and out of 
memory; and others nominally known, yet no one knows where to 
find them, or how to apply for the purchasing their grounds, and 
consequently the grounds must be useless. Whereas were these 
grounds publicly sold for the payment of the Company’s Quit-rent, 
and the overplus deposited in the Company’s cash for the benefit of 
^ such as shall hereafter make good their claims ; such places would ? 

be rebuilt or improved, and the whole Town in a constant employ. 

** The rest of the bad debts arise from the poverty of the inhabi- 
tants, of whom thousands that pay the Company half a fanam and 
upwards per month, have no better means of supporting themselves 
and families than by beating rice, cooly hire, and such low business. 

By which the most industrious cannot gain above 18 to 20 fanams 
per month, with rice from their friends and relations. 

“ The unfortunate death of Messrs. Houghton and Pyot, late 
Scavengers, having prevented their good intentions in representing 
many inconveniences arising from the evil customs now practised in 
the Black Town, and the better management of that business for the 
future ; I therefore beg leave to mention what of them I can remember 
to have heard proposed, had they survived the report now made to 
this Honorable Board. 

“ It has been a frequent complaint to the Scavenger that, notwith- i 

standing the great assessment with which the inhabitants are yearly ;j 

charged,^ the streets are yet in a most abominable and filthy condition ; j 

which I presume will be found to arise from the insufferable custom 1 

of the inhabitants — in the streets ; their perpetually throwing out of | 

ashes and house dirt ; their hogs and buffaloes and horses in the } 

streets, all which make a constant litter, which the small number of 4 

carts allowed by the Company cannot clear away. Wherefore I » i 
humbly propose that an order be issued that no person whatever he j 
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suSered fco make free in the streets ; or keep any hogs, buJBPaloes or 
horses, but in their compounds ; and for the better and more easy 
carrying away the dirt and ashes which is the produce of every house, 
I should think it but a small trouble for the several inhabitants to 
carry their dirt to some one or more places that shall be appointed 
for a general dunghill in every street, which the Scavenger can take 
care to have removed every morning. 


** It is a most grievous custom for every house to have a sink hole 
to receive the house water ; which are dug in the open street, and lie 
uncovered in the passages, or perhaps two or three long stones cast 
over them, but yet not sufficient to prevent the passengers and 
especially children from falling into them. Besides the intolerable 
stench that proceed from them is so very strong, that it is justly 
complained of as one of the greatest nuisances in the Black Town ; 
and yet is easily remedied by obliging such persons to cover them, 
and that in such a manner as to be on a level with the foot-path. 


The wells have not been publicly repaired since Governor Colletts 
time; and are now become dangerous to young persons that draw- 
water, and by scattering the water make a dirty kennel in the street ; 
encouraging the bogs to wallow and vermin to breed in them; all 
which, were formerly remedied by repairing the wells, and to which 
X find the neighbours are willing to contribute according to their 
abilities. 


^ ** The frequent encroachments in the streets grow so general, that 
without care be timely taken the passages will become too narrow for 
passengers, and pernicious to the health of the Town in so warm a 
climate. Almost every house lately built has encroached further into 
the street, by enlarging the house, or by raising pials of two and a 
half feet high, and other parade before the doors, of stone or brick, 
from 10 to 20 inches higher than the common path and from 6 to 9 
feet into the street, which serve only for the makers’ use and throw- 
off the passengers. Whereas were the same stone or brick work on 
a level with the path (as in the White Town), they would be as a 
general pavement. There are innumerable Smiths, Cajan’s shops 
and Sheds, Bubtecas, and small brick houses, built against the front of 
other large houses which come six or eight feet into the street, and 
are from eight to sixteen feet long, which pay no Quit-rent to the 
Company. ^ Likewise several parcels of large stones or timber?, planks 
and palmeiras, all which are so many encroachments upon the streets, 
and turn aside the passengers. 


Afahy persons expose to sale cloth, brass ware, and other goods, by 
spreading of matting, &c., in the middle of the street, which pester 
the passage, and can be of no account but saving Butteca rent; while 
the Honorable Company’s Buttecas remain neglected, to the loss of the 
Butteca farmer, and the lessening of that revenue to the Honorable 
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“These are what have fallen under mj observation, and though 
they may seem in themselves trifling, yet as I do not doubt but they 
will contribute very much to the wholesomeness, beauty, and good 
order of the city, I hope your Honors will excuse the presentation 
from 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

Your most faithful and 

obedient humble Servant, 

Samuel Hyde” 

No immediate action seems to have resulted from these reports, 
beyond the sale by public outcry of some lands where the ownership 
was doubtful ; but the reports themselves will no doubt be found 
very interesting, especially to those of our readers who are familiar 
with the present state of Black Town, or who have taken an active 
part in sanitary reform. 

Our next extracts, referring to the peculiar case of Mr. Colin 
Campbell, will explain themselves. The name is certainly a remark- 
able one, at the present moment, though we believe not uiicommou 
in Scotland ; and would seem to indicate that the Gentlemen in 
question belonged to the same family as the present Lord Clyde. 
The circumstances of the case are best explained by the following 
entry in the consultations : — 

** Monday, Zrd July^ 1727. — The Honorable the “Court of Directors, 
having in their letters by the Princes of Wales ” ordered us to assist 
Captain John Haye and others in the recovery of . debts from Mr. 
Colin Campbell to a very considerable amount, the said Colin 
Campbell was called before ns and payment demanded* Whereu^n 
he delivered in writing and answer, importing in substance that the 
said Captain John Haye had no reason to treat him the said Colin 
Campbell in so scurvy a manner ; that the whole of what he brought 
out with him was less than £300 ; that he spent a part thereof for 
payment of his disbursements at Deal and other places, and part for 
his passage money; that the remainder was most of it expended here 
before be could get an employ, and that when he had one, the small 
adventure and little advantage he made thereon did but barely pay 
his table expenses in the voyage ; so that he hath now left scarce any 
thing more than to pay bis passage to Europe, whither he says be 
proposes to go. 

“ The answer of Mr. Campbell was ordered to be entered ; and it 
was agreed, that as every one of us are fully convinced of the truth 
thereof, that we so allow Mr. Campbell to go to Europe if he please ; 
and that he be not molested here on account of the said demand, 
since he is desirous of returning to England where the claims may 
be demanded the same.” 

. The letter of Mr. Colia Campbell to Governor Macrae and Council 
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was as follows : The reader will scarcely fail to remark upon the 
superiority of the diction over most of the extracts we have made 
from the records. 

HoiJORABLE Sirs, 

Being commanded to deliver in writing an answer to some charges 
and demands laid against me from England, and lately transmitted 
hither ; I shall here give as true a state of those a:Sairs as the distance 
of time and remoteness from my books and papers will allow ; being 
the same in substance with what I informed the Honorable the 
President and Council by word of mouth upon examination. I 
therefore declare to the best of my knowledge as follows : — 

“ Captain John Haye, having presented a petition to the Honorable 
the Court of Directors for the affairs of the East India Company 
against me, wherein he has stated the affaii? between him and me in 
the basest manner, and has represented me in a very unjust and 
odious character ; I am obliged in my own vindication to be some- 
what more particular in relation to him than I ever intended. In the 
general I might safely appeal for a character before my misfortunes 
to all the Gentlemen who knew me in this army in Spain, the latter 
end of the late Queen’s reign, and to all those of the garrisons in 
JOnorca after ’that time; to the highest of whom I had the honor to 
be well known, and served in many different stations both in Caita- 
lonia and Port Mahon without blemish or reproach ; and my character 
is sufficiently known in London, not to have ever given any room for 
such base and malicious reflections as have been thrown upon me by 
that Gentleman ; and had I been guilty during the general infatua- 
tion in South Sea time, and in time of my greatest necessities, of 
contributing to the hurt of others, knowingly and wilfully, I should 
be the first to condemn myself, and could not find fault with such as 
would join in the same accusation against me. Bat I cannot help 
thinking it the severest of all calamities, to have my reputation in 
danger of being destroyed, by drawing me in so very bad colours ; 
and that my misfortunes, a fate almost universal and common to 
thousands besides me at that time, should be charged upon me as a 
crime. The far greater part of persons engaged in dealings at that 
unlucky juncture were involved in the same ruin, and consequently 
proved the unhappy occasion of making many others share in their 
Bufferings, which was also my most unfortunate case. 

** A great many years are past since Captain Haye and I were first 
.acquainted, having served together in the same Eegiment for some- 
time at Port Mahon, where it was well known what offices of friend- 
ship I did him ; but more particularly by venturing my whole fortune 
by my credit with Mr. Neale, then Pay Master General, to raise Mm 
from an Ensign to Captain, at a time when not one person would 
give him the least assistance either by their money or credit. Many 
years after that, I having sold out of the army and settled in luondon, 
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Captain Haye arrived there in the South Sea year 1720 ; and hearing 
that I was in very dourisbing circumstances, he came to me to ask 
advice how to employ a small sum of money, not exceeding as I can 
remember £600. My opinion was to put it into South Sea stock, 
then upon the rise ; but he chose rather to put it into my hands, 
begging me to allow him good interest for it. To serve him I com- 
plied with bis request, paying him for some months 10 per cent, per 
month. He having gained considerably by these means, I thought 
it unreasonable for him to expect that 1 should always keep it at so 
high a premium, and so very much above what any body else would 
allow, and therefore made him take his money back again. Upon 
which he bought a bargain in York Buildings Stock for time ; but it 
happening to fall considerably before the term of payment came, he 
complained to me that he and his family were ruined if I did not 
help him ; and did by his importunity prevail upon me to deliver 
him from that bargain and to take it upon myself, which was an 
actual loss to me of £400 ; that being the difference between the 
price of the Stock at the time he purchased it and the time I paid 
for it. After this he teazed me till I took his money a second time, 
being about £800, but at lower usury, being at the rate of 3 or 4 per 
cent, per mensem. If I remember right, some time afterwards he, 
having raised some money by taking in subscriptions from sundry 
persons to a Babble called the North Sea; which he did by giving 
notes promising so much North Sea Stock for money received, at 
the same time sinking sixpence on every half crown, for his notes 
run only two shillings for half crown paid him -with money raised 
in this manner, he bought £330 in South Sea Stock. This happening 
soon to fall in a very precipitant maimer, he came to me about the 
beginning of September, complaining in his wonted style, that he and 
his family would be ruined if I did not help him in this distress, by 
taking that Stock off his hands. I refused it on account of being 
too deeply concerned in Stocks already. He then proposed that I 
should buy it of him at time, allowing him an advance; to which he 
pressed me with great earnestness, and prevailed upon me to give a 
bond for said £330 Stock, to pay him £2,600 in three months; being 
a very extravagant advance. Stocks falling soon after to a very low 
rate, involved me in utter ruin, and put it absolutely out of my 
power to comply with that or other bargains I had then depending. 
As to the sum of £800 which I had taken at the abovementioned usury, 
I did all that was in my power, even after I was rained, to clear it ; 
which my wife and I did to near £400, as by his receipts appears. 
She out of compassion to his family sold some of her Jewels to raise 
him money ; and sometime after, when I had no way to find more, 
» I gave him pictures and other things to the value of the remainder 
of my note. But he, not waiting for a proper time to dispose of them, 
sold for five and twenty pounds, as he acquainted me, what cost me 
about four hundred pounds some years before. By all which it 
appears, that of all my creditors, Captain Haye has the least reason. 
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to persecute me, though the only one that has done it, and though 
since my misfortunes, I having often reduced myself to the last 
necessities to supply him. His troubles, which he maliciously imputes 
to me, are chiefly owing to his fraudulent management in the ISTorth 
Sea Bubble, as above related. 

“ As to his charge of my carrying large sums. of money with me 
to India, nothing can be more ridiculous and inconsistent. Gan it 
he supposed that any man in his senses would part with his family, 
country, and friends, and at my age, to live in India under dependance 
on strangers, and enjoy so large a fortune as £30,000, as he used to 
' give out in all places when I was at home. Had I been possessed of 
so much money, could I not have retired to many parts in Europe, 
where I might have lived more at my ease and satisfaction, in case 
my creditors would not have suffered me to do so in England. But 
what shows the falsehood as well as malice of that charge to a demon- 
stration is this. Had 1 been possessed of any sums of money, thp 
law would certainly have given him as well as others a right to them ; 
and sure I am he left no methods untried to find out and seize all he 
could of mine while he was in England. Bub it is very easy for any 
person concerned to know, if they please, what money I brought 
abro^ with me. All I had was delivered into Captain Charles 
hands, with whom I came out hither; which was a very 
‘ small gum, and was lessened before I got to this place by my expenses 
at Portsmouth, and aboard ship ; and my living out of business 
for above a twelve month after my arrival here exhausted the little 
money I brought out with me. When by favour of the Honorable 
Governor I went to China last year, I carried bub a small sum with 
me, which I took no at 16 per cent. Bespondenbia, and which produced 
not much more than defrayed the expense of my table and other 
charges to and from China. So that at present I have nob more 
than will enable me to pay my passage back to England, and answer 
my expenses here, till I can meet with a favourable opportunity to 
return. 

^ As to Mr. ‘W‘ordsworbh*8 and Mr. Heathcote^s demands, I am very 
sensible that they would not have given me any trouble had not Captain 
Haye raised such false and malicious reports of my flying to India with 
large sums of money ; they having never given me any disturbance 
the four years I was in England from the time of my misfortunes, for 
which I reckon myself extremely obliged to them. I believe they were 
then convinced of the badness of my circumstances, as well as of my 
inclination bo do all that was in my power ; having given them for a 
further security all the stock I had left. There were many sums of 
money due to me ; upou account of bargains in stocks and otherwise ; ^ 
but I was not able to recover above £200 of all that was owing me, 
and my circumstances did nob permit me to carry on law , suits to 
^deavour to recover any more. I gave those Gentlemen such 
for' their money as they judged very good at that tinie. 
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and which then sold above the value of the sum borrowed ; and by 
the contracts and defeazances passed between us, they had full 
power and authority without my consent, to sell said securities and 
pay themselves at what time they pleased. But it was a great mis- 
fortune to them and me that they did not sell those securities, as 
they were empowered to do. I came to India with no other view 
than to try my last and utmost endeavour to get money, in order to 
give some satisfaction to those Gentlemen and others; being unwil- 
ling to have any reason to reproach myself with having neglected 
any means, or the least probability of any that might put it in my 
power to do justice to those that suffer by my misfortunes. To this 
view I sacrificed all the ease and happiness I was possessed of, and 
submitted to a voluntary banishment, and to the greatest distance 
from my family, friends and country. It. is unfortunate for my 
creditors as well as me that my design has miscarried ; there remain- 
ing nothing now to do in these parts ; so that I propose to return 
in some months, and shall very willingly give all my creditors a fair 
state of my circumstances as soon as it pleases God to bring me safe 
back to England, 

All the above related particulars, I declare to be true to the bes^ 
of my memory and knowledge. 

Colin Campbell.’^ 

Fort St. George, July Siht 1727. 

We now turn to the third and last subject in the present chapter, 
namely the reorganization of the Mayor’s Court. A detailed account 
of the establishment of a municipality by the Charter of 1687, has 
already been given in a preceding chapter. The exercise of judicial 
powers however had never been based on a satisfactory foundation, 
but, *‘in 1726/' says Mr. Mill, “a Charter was granted, by which 
the Company were permitted to establish a Mayor's Court at each of' 
their three Presidencies, Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta ; consisting 
of a Mayor and nine Aldermen, empowered to decide in civil cases of 
all descriptions. From this jurisdiction, the President and Council’ 
were erected into a Court of Appeal. They were also vested with 
, the power of holding Courts of Quarter Session for the exercise of 
penal judicature in all oases, excepting those of high treason. And 
a Court by Bequests, or Court of Conscience, was instituted, for the 
decision by summary procedure of pecuniary questions of inconsider- 
able amount.” With this introduction we place the extracts from 
the records referring to these new arrangements. 

Monday, iWh August, 1727. — The President represented to the 
Board, that the time for putting in execution the Eoyal Charter was 
,very near ; and that therefore it would be necessary to come to some 
resolutions agreeable thereto. That the death and absence of Messrs. 
). -Higginson, Woolley, Way and Munro, having occasioned four vacancies, 

it was necessary to supply them according to the rules of the Charter ; 
V which was accordingly done by appointing Messrs. Thomas Weston, 
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Wilii'am Mon son, John Bulkelay, and Edward Braestone, Aldermen 
in the room of the said four persons. 

Mr. Higginson having been by the said Charter appointed Mayor, 
and it being provided therein that the President and Connoil should 
in case of his death nominate the first Mayor, — It was unaninaonsly 
agreed to appoint Mr. John Powney to that station. 

** Ordered that Thursday next be appointed for swearing the Mayor 
and Aldermen, and putting in execution His Majesty’s Charter for 
so far as relates to the Mayor’s Court.” 

Thursday^ 17th Augusit 1727. — This being the day that the 
Honorable President and Council had appointed for putting in execu- 
tion the new Charter, and the Town having received notice accord- 
ingly; the Gentlemen appeared on the parade on horseback with 
the Guards, Peons and country music ; and about nine in the morning 
proceeded to the Company’s Garden house in the following manner. 

Major John Roach on horseback at the head of a Company of Root Soldiers, 
with Kettle drum, Trumpet, and other mnsic. 

The Dancing Girls with the country music. 

The Pedda Kaik on horseback at the head of his Peons. 

The Marshall with his staS on horseback. 

The Court Attorneys on horseback. 

The Registrar carrying the old Charter on horseback. 

■ The Serjeants with their Maces on horseback. 

The old Mayor on the right hand and the new on the left. 7 halberdiers 

*The Aldermen two and two all on horseback. > 

The Compauy’s Chief Peon on horseback, with his Peons. 

The Sheriff with a White Wand on horseback. 

The Chief Gentry in the Town on horseback. 

this manner they proceeded from the parade through Middle 
gate street into the Black Town, and so out at Armenian bridge gate, 
through the Pedda Haik petta to the Company’s Garden, where the 
President and Council were met to receive them.” 

“ The old and new Mayors being come to the Company’s Garden 
house in the form mentioned, they were admitted ; where the Presi- 
dent administered the oath of allegiance and the Mayor’s oath to 
John Powney, Esq., and the oath of allegiance and the Alderman’s 
oath to Messieurs Abraham Wessel, Francis Ecus, Luis de Medeiros, 
Thomas Weston, William Monson, and Edward Braestone, being all 
the Aldermen that could attend on this occasion. After whiclTthe 
President having received the old Charter from Mr. Francis Rons, 
returned him thanks in the name of himself and the rest of the. 
Council, for his careful and faithful discharge of the trust that had 
been reposed in him ; and expressed the great satisfaction he promised 
himself from the known abilities and integrity of the present Mayor 
John Powney, Esq., to whom he delivered the new Charter.” 
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Our next extracts refer to the institntioti of the other Coiirt^ and 
will explain themselves. 

Tuesday f %2nd August^ 1727. — It being appointed by the Charter, 
that the President and the five Senior Connsellors, shonld in thirty 
days after the receipt of the same, be and constitute a Court of Oyer 
and Terminer, and Goal delivery; the said President with George 
Morton Pitt, Esq., Messrs. John Roach, Randal Fowke, and Samnei 
Hyde, accordingly took the oaths of allegiance and of office. Mr. 
Robert Symonds one of the Seniors being absent will be sworn on his 
arrival.” 

“ Monday^ llih September ^ 1727.— It being necessary that there bo 
a Court of Justice for deciding small debts ; for the relief of the 
poor who cannot afford the charges necessarily attending the forms 
of proceedings in the Mayor’s Court, and would therefore otherwise 
be defrauded of their just dues. It was agreed that the five Justices 
of the Peace appointed by the Royal Charter, be also appointed 
Justices of the Choultry, and to decide causes of that kind as far as 
20 pagodas value.” 

** Monday, 27 th November, 1727. — The Committee nominated to 
inspect the list of fees appointed to be paid in the Mayor’s Court, 
reporting that they think them moderate and just, it is ordered that 
they be copied after this Consultation, and that our approval of them 
be signified to the Court. Also that the same list be translated into 
the several languages, and hung up in the Town Hall ; and that a 
note be affixed at the several gates of the Town, giving notice to the 
inhabitants of this new regulation of the fees, and that they are 
hung up in the Town Hall ; that every one who has business in the 
Court may thereby be enabled to avoid being imposed on. 

“ The Board having on the 11th of September last ordered that the 
Justices of the Peace should decide petty causes of Meum and Tuum 
at their Sessions at the Choultry ; and that method being found to 
occasion some inconveniences, particularly the subjecting the members 
of the Superior Court to an appeal to the Mayor’s Court : — It wa^ 
unanimously agreed that for the future all petty causes shall be 
decided in the Sheriff’s Court ; and that the Sheriff shall and may 
decide ultimately without appeal as far as five pagodas, and that he 
may likewise decide further as far as 20 pagodas, allowing the parties 
a liberty of applying to the Mayor’s Court in case they are not satisfied 
with the Sheriff’s award. Also that the Register of Slaves, which 
formerly was kept by the Justice of the Choultry, be now kept by 
the Sheriff, with the former fees ; and also that be do keep a Register 
pf sales and mortgages of houses as far as 100 pagodas value, as was 
formerly done at the Choultry ; only that the fees for so doing be no 
more than 18 fanams for 100 pagodas value, and in the same proportion 
for lesser sums : — of which regulations it is ordered that the Secretary 
do give notice by affixing papers at the gates. 
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Ordered fehat the Justices of the Peace do take cognizance of all 
breaches of the Peace, petty Larcenies, and other crimes properly 
belonging to their office; that for the lesser faults they do order 
corporal punishment to the offenders ; for those of a very high 
nature, they bind over to the Sessions ; and that for others they do 
commit the offenders to the Ohonlfcry, and report their crimes to the 
Board the next Cousultation. And that the Secretary do affix papers 
at the gates in the several languages ; giving notice to the inhabitants 
that all murders, breaking open of houses, or robberies by night will 
be punished with death, and all other thefts with the utmost severity 
of the law, and that all receivers of stolen goods will be punished as 
the thieves ; — as also that all persons on whom it shall be proved 
that they have bought any thing from Gentlemen’s servants, snch as 
Candles, Damars, Bottles, &c., or things of greater value, shall be 
fined agreeable to the value of the things so purchased, and punished 
in the same manner as receivers of stolen goods ; and in order for the 
better and more effectual finding out thereof, that whoever will 
inform against such purchasers or receivers, shall have the one-half 
of the value of the goods, which he shall make appear to have been 
so purchased or received, 

A List of Pees read and approved of by the Honorable the Mayor’s Court of 
Madraspatanam the 20th August 1727. 

** Pegister's Fees. 

For every precept, warrant of arrest and warrant of execution 18 fanams to be 
paid out of that to the Sheriff’s Serjeants for serving the same, four fanams, 
Por any petition that is read or any other paper he is to charge six fanams each 
and for filling any petition or any other necessary paper nine fanams. 

Por attesting any paper, not exceeding one side twelve fanams if it exceeds nine 
fanams each side. ' 

Por snmmoning any person six fanams, to be paid out of that two fanams to the 
Sheriff’s Serjeant; 

Por copying any paper not exceeding one side eighteen fanams if it exceeds, 
twelve fanams each side, 

Por affixing the Court seal to any paper ten fanams, 

Por every entry of Court three fanams. 

Por every order or judgment of Court six fanams ; for a copy of the same six 
fanams, 

Por the taMng of Bail six fanams. 

Por affixing a note at the sea gate eighteen fanams, to be paid out of that six 
fanams to the Translator. 

Por every affidavit four fanams. 

Por registering any paper not exceeding one side eighteen fanams. 

Por drawing out a letter of Attorney one pagoda. ' 

Por every letter of administration eighteen fanams, 

Por pru^ating Bids of exchange one pagoda— 'registering do. and protest one 
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For writing and registering 1)1113 of sale or mortgage bonds witbont tbe White 
Town eighteen fanams per cent. ; _ the same in the White Town if the amount 
exceed not 500 pagodas, if exceeding 600 pagodas the Eegistrar to take no 
more than two pagodas eighteen fanams. 

Upon all deposited estates and money paid with Court a half per cent. 

On Wills. 

Beading wills twenty fanams. 

Begistering will if not exceeding one side eighteen fanams. 

Probate with the seal of Court twenty-eight fanams. 

Summoning’ the witnesses twenty-four fanams. 

Swearing each witness three fanams. 

Examinee’s Fees. 

For swearing every witness three fanams. 

For examining and taking depositions for every one nine fanams. 

For all copies of depositions six fanams. 

For a summons to any persons to appear at the Examiner’s office twelve fanams 
to be paid out of that four fanams to the Court Serjeant. 

For a note to be delivered the Defendant’s attorney before he is examined, two 
fanams. 

Attorney’s Fees. 

All persons that employ an Attorney to act for them in any cause is first to 
deposit in his hands 3 pagodas, of which he is to give an account when the 
cause is ended. 

Attorney fee one pagoda. 

For writing petition eighteen fanams each side of a sheet of paper. 

Pleading each Court day and attendance nine fanams. 

Translating any paper eighteen fanams a side ; to be paid out of tbat to the 
Translator six fanams. 

Attendance on a Client in the White Town nine fanams. 

Attendance on a Client in the Black Town twelve fanams. 

For drawing out the interrogatories in the whole cause eighteen fanams. 

Sheriff’s Fees. 

Commission upon all Levys and Executions 5 per cent, under 200 pagodas and 
2| per cent on all above. 

For executing all warrants and summons ten fanams. 

N, B. — The Mayor and two cash-keepeers to draw per cent, upon all depo*sitcd 
estates and money paid into Court upon every cause that is decided ; the 
interpreter to have nine fanams. 

Upon all summons to the Blacks he is to have one fanam. ^ 
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ch:a.pthsh. xxxvx. 

GOVERNORSHIP OP MR. JAMES MACRAE. 

IfGonimmclJ 

1728—29. 

The concluding years of Mr, Macrae^s governmenfc, like those 
whose history has been recorded, are marked by events of a purely 
domestic nature. One little diffieuky occurred with the French at 
the Mauritius, and another one with the Rajah of Travancore, but 
both were of a trivial nature. The remainder of the entries we have 
t)reaerved refer almost entirely to the administration of Governor 
Macrae within the Company's bounds ; and to such little incidents 
as serve to illustrate the internal condition of the settlement at Fort 
8t. George. 

Our first extract refers to Major Roach, who had distinguished 
himself both at Fort St. David, aiid in the defence of Trivatore. As 
a reward for his services, the Directors at home appointed him to a 
seat in Council. The entry in the consultation book will explain 
itself. 

“ Monday 9 21s^ August^ 1727. — Major Roach having taken his place 
at the Board, after returning thanks for the honor conferred upon 
him, desired that he might still continue in his employ of Major of 
the Forces ; declaring his resolution rather to sacrifice all that was 
dear and valuable to him, than to have it thought he had, by accepting 
a mercantile employ, entered into an asylum. He added that as he 
had for near twenty-five years faithfully served the Honorable Com- 
pany in the field, he could not think of quitting that post ; but 
should believe himself undeserving of any regard, should he not, by 
this additional' mark of esteem conferred on him, be the more 
encouraged to venture his life for the defence of the Honorable Com- 
pany, should an enemy come down upon us ; that as for the pay he had 
formerly been entitled to, he had no thoughts of receiving it longer, 
but quitted that, though he was still desirous of the employ. 

‘‘ Upon which it was immediately resolved, that Major Roach, 
having shown himself upon many occasions an experienced and good 
officer, he be continued Major; and the President expressed his 
satisfaction in observing the zeal the Major showed for the Company's 
interest, and the neglect of his own ease, in desiring to serve in a 
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double capacity, aud to take the trouble of two employs on him at 
once/’ ” 

The subject was referred home to the Court of Directors, who 
decided that Major Eoach could not continue a Member of Council* 
and a Commander of the Forces at the same time. Two years passed 
away before this decision was fairly acted on at Fort St. George ; but 
for the sake of a connected narrative we insert the result here. 

Monday, IMh July, 1729. — The President, agreeable to the general 
letter of February last, called upon Major Roach to declare which 
employ he would accept, whether he would continue Member of 
Conncil or Major of the Garrison ; — to which he made answer as 
follows 

“ That as he had served the Honorable Company upwards of twenty- 
five years in a Military capacity, and received distinguishing marks 
of their favour for his service in that way, he could not without some 
reluctance quit an employment that had given him a title to so much 
of their esteem ; but as it has pleased them to put it to bis choice, 
whether he will resign his title to the Military service, or have the 
honor of sitting at the Council Board, the late decay of his constitu- 
tion, occasioned by a long fit of illness, induces him to accept of the 
latter; which, though it deprives him of any immediate command of 
Military, yet it no ways lessens his inclination to venture his life 
whenever he shall be commanded, and his Honorable Master’s occa- 
sions call for his sword to assert their just rights and privileges. At 
the same time, returning his most humble thanks for this particular 
favour shown him, he begs leave to assure this Board that it shall be 
his whole study to merit his Master’s esteem,, by a faithful discharge 
of his duty in whatever station he shall be called to.” 

Whilst Major Roach was obtaining such an honourable recognition' 
of his public services, his private character suffered some injury from 
his being concerned in the elopement of a Portuguese young lady 
from St. Thom4. The story will be found further on. 

We have now to draw the attention of our readers to one of those 
documents which serve to throw a light upon the inner domestic life 
of the English settlers in the olden time. Most of our readers, and 
especially those of the fair sex, are no doubt alive to the fact that a 
rigid examination of all the property of an individual, including a 
peep into all his or her boxes, drawers, and other private receptacles, 
will enable us to draw a tolerably accurate conception of his or her 
habits and modes of life. Accordingly we here present them with a 
tolerably minute inventory of the effects of an Englishman who 
lived some hundred and thirty years ago, in the days when men wore 
wigs, breeches, and swords, and indulged in strong waters unknown 
to the present temperate generation. We print the list in full, exactly 
as we find it entered in the consultation book of ISfeh January 1728. 





In the Second Drawer. 

1 jRemBaiit of CHntz. 1 Pair of HandkeroMef PuHeaf, 

1 Fair of Bengal taffaty -white. 1 Eemnant of taffaty. 

S Fairs of dotthle thread hetillas. 1 Silver sash, 2 small looking glasses, 

2 Fairs of single thread hetillas, white. 2 Pairs of brown befeiUas, 1 velvet Cap. 
1 Fair of Bengal stnff , 1 Pair of issarees 2 Pairs of Masnlipatam handkerchiefs. 

white. 3 Eemnants of Chintz. 

1 Fair of Salampores. 16 Gold striped handkerchiefs. 


2 Pairs of Madras Gingham, 
13 Moor’s cloaks. 

11 Turbans. 


In the Fourth Drawer. 


1 Silver sword knot. 

1 Ba^ sundry trifles. 

2 Pairs of embroidered slippers. 
1 Fair of Gingham Sheets. 

1 Falampore. 

It White waistcoats. 

1 Brass lock. 

40 Pillow cases. 

13, Handkerchiefs. 


18 Shirts and 20 caps. 

24 Turnovers and 8 stocks. 
11 Pairs of white stockings. 

3 Pairs of drawers. 

1 Eed cloth waistcoat. 

1 Pair of brass seals. 

4 Easors, hoan and strop. 

2 Pairs of pistols. 


1 Parcel of gloves. 

9 Coats and 5 waistcoats. 

11 Fairs of .breaches, 

X Eemnant of Grogram. 

2 Silver Lions fora palanqneen bamboo. 
1 Velvet Cap. 

• f Valances for a cott. 

10 Pairs of silk stockings. 

^ iflver tassels for a palanqneen. 


1 Eemnant of coloured betillas. 

1 Brass mounted Sword and 2 Sword 

blades. 

2 Silver hilted swords. 

1 Catty tea and 2 sword belts. 

2 Bandeja’s some old gold buttons. 

1 Pair of holster and 1 remnant of gold 
thread. 

Tassels for a palanqneen. 
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INVENTORY OF THE EFFECTS OF MR. JOHN BLUNT DECEASED, DECEMBER 1727. 


In the First Drawer. 


Cash found in his escritoire. 21J rupees 
and 124 pagodas. 

3 Gold watches. 

1 Gold seal and 1 silver seal. 

1 Pair of gold buckles. 

1 Pair of silver gilt buckles. 

1 Emerald ring. 

1 Stone seal. 

1 Pair of silver garter buckles. 

1 Eing with Elephants hair. 

1 Bo. Tomback. 

1 Pair of sleeve buttons. 

1 Tweezercase and Memorandtam Book, 
3 Silver Cuspidores, 

24 Gold buttons and Silver Chain. 

2 ,Gold headed canes. 


2 Silver Salvors. 

1 Silver Tankard. 

1 Small silver mug. 

7 Silver spoons 
1 Do. for tea. 

1 Case with 12 silver spoons and 12 
knives and forks tipped with silver. 
12 Horse tassels. 

14 Silver buttons. 

1 Silver Betel plate (the Company’s.) 
1 Silver rose water bottle (the Com- 
pany’s.) 

1 Silver hand for a fan. 

2 Guglets with silver. 

2 Silver hilted swords. 

1 Pair of silver spurs. 

1 Moor’s Bagger. 


In the Third Drawer. 

10 Sashes. 

3 Pairs of flowered custanees, 

11 Pairs of drawers of sundry sorts. 
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11 Panian coats. 

S Palanqueea Pillow cases. 

2 Remnant of Brampore Chintz. 

1 Escritoire. 

B Pairs of blue betilks and one piece 
of red. 

3 Hats and 1 Bag Empty. 

5 Pairs of sail cloth. 

4 Pairs of Sandal wood cnrtains, for a 

cott. 

In the Europe Chest, 

6 Elbow and 22 other chairs. 3 Cotton Carpets. 

1 Conch and 3 round tables* 1 do. 

1 Close stool. Palanquin fikgs. 

I Paknqnin with silver. Covers of red > 

1 Standing Escritoire. bedding, 

1 China Screen. 1 Pillow. 

1 Old Book press. 1 Quiver and arro' 

1 Bamboo Screen. 

In the Codown, 

1 China Escritoire with 18 Bottles of 
Bitters and 7 Bottles of Hungary 
water. 

1 Little Box with empty bottles. 

1 Do. with wine glasses. 

1 Basket of China ware. 

4 Pairs of Irons. 

2 Empty dram cases. 

2 Ijarge glasses for lamps. 

2 Do. for candle. 

1 Box with some pipes. 

4 Pairs of Sandal wood. 

10 Small iron guns 1 Pair of lead. 

3 (Hass lanterns, 1 basket of shoes. 

1 dar of Sugar candy. 

If do. of Sugar. 

2 Small Jar of Sweatmeats. 

Some Empty Jars, &o. 

4 Cots, 1 stool. 

3 strip’s colours. 

1 Tent marquee, and Tent walls, 
b Bengal Mats.. 

Boatsail. 

2 Ronndells. 

Palanquin bedding and Pingeree. 

1 Small Bundle of Bengal Candles. 

Iron auning for a Boat. 

1 Old Iron Saw. 

2 Large Looking glasses. 

1 Paper press. 

1 Wig box with 3 Wigs. 

1 Brass dutie. 

10 Brass dish covers. 

5 Candlesticks and 1 Pair of Snuffers, 

3 Copper Pots. 


1 Saddle and furniture. 

2 Hangers. 

1 Bulker for a palanqueen 
Some old brass. 

2 Small pillows. 

1 Palampore. 

1 Clock. 

1 Quilt and curtains. 

1 Telescope 2 Pillows. 


1 Prying pan. 

3 Brass Lamps for tbe Ship. 

1 Librar 3 r of Books. 

2 Travelling boxes. 

1 Small Chest. 

1 Cash Chest. 

1 Physic box. 

2 Small dram cases 1 with white flint 

bottles. 

2 Boxes to carry liquors, &c. 

2 Painted boxes. 

1 Hand Escritoire. 

1 Old Palanquin and Bamboo. 

1 Pennace and oars. 

1 Teak Timber and 72 Spars. 

2 Horses. 

19 Geese. 

32 Ducks. 

8 Turkeys. 

17 Hogs and pigs. 

65 Goats and kids. 

44 Cows, calves and Oxen. 

6 Guns, 

3 Bales Longcloth ordinary Ko. 3. qt, 

4-10 P. 

2 Chest Goa Arrack. 

20 Bottles of Claret. ^ 

20 Do, of Palm wine in pints. 

40 Do. of Madeira. 

30 Do. of Renish. 

4 Do, of Soye. 

52 Do. of Small beer. 

1 Do. of carboy of double distilled 
Arrack. 

2 Empty Arrack cases. 


' 6 Piepans 
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Out next extract is very striking and suggestive. It seems that 
on the death of the Chaplain, two lay servants of the Company were 
appointed to perform his office, and divided the salary between them. 
The following entry fnlly illustrates the practice. 

^'Monday, l%tli February , 1728.— Upon the occasion of the death of 
the Rev. Mr. Wm. Leeke onr Chaplain, who died on Friday last, it 
was agreed in order for keeping up the worship of Almighty God, 
that Messrs. Randall Fowke, and George Torriano, do perform Divine 
Service in the Church ; and that prayers be read twice on Sundays, 
with a sermon in the morning, and also prayers on Wednesdays and 
Fridays in the forenoon ; for which they are to receive ^60 a piece 
salary, being equivalent to what is allowed one Chaplain/' 

The following entry, refers to home news. 

Saturday, 9th Mar ch^ 1728. — General letter from the President 
and Council of Bombay, dated the 23rd January, giving an account 
of the death of His late Majesty King George, and the accession of 
his son the Prince of Wales to the throne. 

" Having immediately on receipt of these advices fired one hundred 
guns on account of the King's death, and one hundred and one for 
his present Majesty's accession : — It is agreed that we do on Saturday, 
the i6th instant, proclaim him with the greatest solemnity, by the 
name of George the Second ; and that on occasion of the death of 
King George the First, this Board will go in mourning for three 
months." 

An event occurred at this time which is curious as showing the 
relations between the Government of Madras and the Rajah of 
Travancore. The story occupies some space in the records, but can 
he told in a few words, Sunka Rama, one of the Company's merchants 
had presumed to trade for pepper within the kingdom of Attinga ; 
whereupon Mr, Alexander Orme^ Chief of the English Factory at 
Anjengo, and father of Robert Orme the historian, seized a quantity 
of Cotton lying at Anjengo which belonged to the said Sunka Rama, 
In this predicament Sunka Rama appealed to the Rajah of Travan- 
core, and the Rajah in his behalf laid claim to the cotton. The 
proceedings of the Council of Anjengo were approved by the Govern- 
ment of Bombay ; but the Directors at home decided in favour of Sunka 
Rama. Accordingly, as it appeared that the Rajah was indebted to the 
Company, the matter was settled by carrying the amount claimed by 
the Rajah to his credit in the accounts, and leaving Sunka Rama to 
obtain the same from the Rajah. Sunka Rama however was severely 
blamed for appealing to the justice of a country government in a 
matter entirely between himself and his employers. 

Our next extract simply illustrates the character of Governor 
M^rae as a ** canny Scot." 

Monday, 17^ Jme, |728.r»*The President observing to the Board 
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that the Company have several anchors and guns lying here, which 
are too large for the use of any of our shipping at this tirae, and 
which have lain for several years exposed to rust and spoil for want 
of demand ; told them that he is willing to take a parcel of them to 
send to Manilla, provided he can have them at a reasonable rate, and 
that the Company will take them back again, provided he cannot sell 
them there; which last condition he expected, because that not know- 
ing whether they would sell or not at Manilla, he thought it was 
sufficient for him to risk the money without being obliged, in case 
they would not sell, to have the goods lie upon his hands ; and that 
should the Company take them back, it would be only the same thing 
as if he had never received them-, and they had laid here all the time» 

“This proposal being considered, it was agreed that it tended 
manifestly to the Company’s advantage, and therefore that it be 
accepted ; and that the Store-keeper do deliver the President as many 
of those large guns and anchors as he will take; he paying for the 
same four pagodas for the anchors and one Pagoda and seven-eighths 
for the guns/’ 

About this period a difficulty arose between the Government of 
Madras, and the French Government at the Mauritius, which is 
worthy of notice, though the original record is far too long for publi- 
cation. On the 15th of October, 1727, the brigantine “ Amity/’ 
under the command of Captain John Widdrington, left Madras on a 
trading voyage to the coast of Afriq^, having on board a proper pass 
signed by Governor Macrae. On the way Captain Widdrington 
touched at Port Louis in the Mauritius for a supply of provisions 
and water; and the French Governor M. St. Martin, having first 
examined his pass, permitted him to stay and obtain what he required, 
but strictly enjoined him not to dispose of any merchandize to the 
inhabitants of the Islands. At the same time a ship belonging to 
the French Company, called the “ Expedition,” under the command 
of Captain Marcay, was anchored at Port Louis ; and this French 
Captain went on board the “Amity,” and obtained a few trifles 
for himself and Officers, which could not come under the name of 
merchandize, and which only amounted to some thirty or forty dollars. 
It would seem however that this proceeding was only a ruse on the 
part of Captain Marcay of the “ Expedition,” to obtain possession of 
the “ Amity.” The story of the trading was carried to Governor St* 
Martin, who at once sent a guard on board the “ Amity but Captain 
Widdrington explained the matter to his satisfaction, and he permitted 
the “Amity” to proceed on her voyage. Captain Widdrington then 
weighed anchor and was steering out of the harbour, when the 
' “ Expedition” fired a shot at the “ Amity.” As the two nations were 
at peace, Captain Widdrington could not understand the reason of 
the shot, and sent a boat to enquire ; but Captain Marcay not only 
detained the boat, bat sent some of his officers in a long boat, to the 
“ Amity,” ordering Captain Widdrington to accompany the “ Expedi- 
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tion” ia a voyage to Bourbon. The latter was compelled to submit, 
and on arriving at St Paul in Bourbon, sent in his protest to the 
Governor M. Dumas. The Government of Bourbon however seized 
the vessel, on the ground that he had been trading ; and even disputed 
Governor Macrae’s pass, on the ground that it exhibited two different 
kinds of handwriting ; the body of the pass having been written by 
the Secretary, whilst the name of the ship and the Captain, and the 
signature at the foot, were in the handwriting of Governor Macrae. 
The result was that the Amity” was detained at Bourbon, and her 
goods taken out; but subsequently, on the arrival of the French 
ships from Pondicherry on their way to Europe, the whole matter 
was again made the subject of inquiry. The result was that Captain 
Marcay was dismissed from the command of the “ Expedition,” whilst 
the Amity” was permitted to return to Madras. The owners of the 
“ Amity” resident at Madras, then represented the affair to Governor 
Macrae, and the complaint was forwarded to the Governor of Pondi- 
cherry ; but the matter was delayed for some years, and appears to 
have been quietly suffered to drop. 

» About the same time an extraordinary outrage was perpetrated 
by an English Captain on board a ship belonging bo one of the Com- 
pany’s servants. Some Patan merchants at Madras had freighted 
some goods on board the ship, and sent some of their servants in 
charge. The ship however was wrecked, and the Captain seems to 
have embezzled their goods, and endeavoured to get the servants 
out of the way. Accordingly the Patan merchants sent in their 
complaint to Governor Macrae. We give the petition at length. It 
is dated 22nd July, 1728. 

“ The humble petition of Sheik Mahmud 

Ameen, and Merchants of Fort St. 

George. 

“ Showeth, . 

That your petitioners did freight on ship “James,” belonging 
to Mr. George Torriano, a quantity of rupees, coral, rubies of different 
sorts, false pearl, chank, and other goods ; which ship “ James” on 
the 24bh April 1728 struck on a sand bank. About two hours after 
the ship struck, the Captain, by name Charles Bissell, and the Chief 
Mate, with the Seraug and Tindal, consulted together, and went 
under the decks and brought up some of our chests, with a design 
to take out the money; from which action, your petitioners’ 
servants endeavouring to stop them, they wounded one of onr 
people and took all the treasure, coral, pearl, &c., and put them 
in their own chests; at which your petitioners’ servants being 
very discontented, and still persisting bo hinder such practices," 
the Captain bid them nob to fear any thing, for- that he would 
return their goods and money when he came ashore. The Captain 
went into his pinnace, with one servant and four Lascars, and carried 
triib them a chest, two jars, and a compass, and was setting sail for 
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Oalciatfca, when your petibioners’ servants desired to go with him ; to 
whom he answered he would send some sloops down as soon as 
possible. Three days after they made three rafts of timber, one of 
which was in bad case and very weak, on which the Chief Mate 
ordered our servants, who refused and desired to go with them ; upon 
which they put our servants on that raft by force, and in their sight 
the Chief Mate, Serang, and some Lascars took the treasure and 
other goods, and put them in the pinnace; and put some Lascars in 
another small boat according to the Captain*s direction, and went 
away with them to Hafeily in a small time ; they being well provided 
with Oars. But your petitioners did not arrive off Sunderbund Wood 
till four in the evening, where they roved backward and forward for 
six days ; with which labour and want of provisions three of the 
people died ; when it was their good fortune to find a vessel that was 
wooding, where they got some provisions and went on her to Calcutta; 
where hearing the Captain was arrived, your petitioners’ servants 
went and demanded their goods and money ; and received answers 
from the Captain that the pinnace was overset, and that all was lost. 
But after a long debate he brought out the rubies, which your peti- 
tioners had packed in a chest of treasure, and said that was all that 
was saved of ours; when your petitioners’ servants demanded to 
know where was the money that these stones were packed with ; 
when after a great deal of trouble the said Captain also produced the 
chest of false pearl, and bid your petitioners take that, and give him 
the bill of lading and a discharge, which he demanded with force and 
threatening. Therefore your petitioners’ servants, not being able to 
argue with the Captain, they sent one of them here ; and as your 
petitioners have left the Moguls, which is their native country, we 
have now no other remedy, nor other justice to apply to but your 
Honors ; and as we have lived well under this Government for $0 
years, and have never had reason to complain, but have always found 
its justice bright as the sun beams, so we hope still for justice from 
your Honor ; for that we with great confidence paid the freight of 
those goods, before we put them on board, to Mr. George Torriano, 
who is the owner of the said ship ; and we doubt not but when your 
Honors in justice shall examine this affair, we shall recover our 
money, when we shall go on happily, and for ever pray for your 
Honors’ long life, great happiness and abundant riches.” 

The foregoing petition was forwarded by Governor Macrae to the 
English Government at Calcutta, with a request that the Governor 
and Council there would enquire into the affair. The result is not 
recorded. 

. Another petition delivered in at this time to Governor Macrae is 
interesting as illustrating the way in which the trade was carried on 
in the olden time. It was presented by the Renter or farmer of the 
Paddy Fields, and complains that the inhabitants of Trivatore, 
Tandore, and neighbouring villages, make and export great quan- 
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titles of salt, contrary to his supposed privileges. We give the 
petition at length. 

** The humble petition of 

OooLECHEELA. Ybahsum Brahmiii, 

‘'Showbth, 

That a certain tract of land belonging to the Company, lying out 
from Tom Clark's Gate up to the Batteries, together with another 
tract lying along the river from Coomerapollum towards Trivatore, 
commonly known by the name of the Company's paddy fields, were 
formerly rented at 40 pagodas per annum. But when the cowle was 
out in Governor Harrison's time, he being desirous of raising the 
Company’s revenue, put it up at out-cry, and promised that the 
highest bidder should be permitted to wear a Roundel as a mark of 
distinction for his endeavours to serve the Company. With which 
great honour, my Uncle Paupa Brahmin, being ejftremely encouraged, 
gave as far as seven hundred and ten pagodas per annum for what 
formerly let at only 40 ; and this for only ten years, though he knew 
he must lose a great deal by it, and in fact he has lost every year 
near 800 pagodas per annum. For payment of bis debts contracted 
by this means, I have mortgaged my houses, gardens, etc. ; and now 
all in me and my father's debts, contracted on this account, amount 
to upwards of 2,000 pagodas. 

your petitioner humbly begs leave to represent to your 
Honors that, although the Cowle is given for lands called paddy 
fields, yet a very small part thereof is fit for that use, and therefore 
the rest hath for many years been converted into salt pans ; and by 
the profit arising therefrom, your petitioner and his father have 
hitherto been enabled to pay the annual rent ; till within this little 
time that several persons have presumed to make salt in the Com- 
pany's Bounds, and bring it into Town, and also to ship it off, to 
the great prejudice of your petitioner, who by giving so large a rent 
cannot be supposed to be able to sell so cheap as those people who 
pay nothing for this liberty. Nor is this all, for they even buy salt 
from the Moors and import it into the Company's Bounds; by 
which undue practices your petitioner is prevented selling his salt, 
and is therefore unable to pay his rent without your Honors will 
give him immediate redress. 

“Your Petitioner doth nob pretend to infringe the liberty which 
the inhabitants of Tandoor, Trivatore, &c., have formerly, enjoyed ; 
but only hopes your Honors will restrain them from encroaching on 
his undoubted rights. 

“ They formerly had five pits in those parts, where they made salt, . 
and had the privilege of selling to the country people, who brought 
a few oxen to carry it away; and sometimes, having first obtained 
leave from the Farmer of the paddy fields, would load five or ten 
garoe of salt on board of boats ; bub they were never , permitted 
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more. Of late they have neglected to ask leave of me, and by the 
great quantities of salt they have shipped oS to boats and ships, 
and by underselling me, they have been encouraged to increase the 
number of their salt pans, by which means I have now upwards of 
600 garce of salt which I cannot dispose of. 

am therefore humbly to request your Honors that you will 
please to order, that nobody may be permitted to load any salt within 
the Company’s Bounds, or bring it into town for sale, without leave 
from me ; or else it will be impossible for me to continue to pay the 
large rent I now do. 

“ I am also to request that the Pedda Naick may be obliged to 
keep a watch over my salt, as he did in my father’s time, but hath 
^ since neglected ; and by that means I have lost great quantities, for 
which I humbly hope your Honors will please to oblige him to make 
satisfaction. 

** And since the only inducement to my father’s giving so large a 
rent for these grounds was the token of honour given him, I promise 
myself your Honors will allow me to wear the Eoundel as he did, if 
1 still pay the great rent he did. 

** All these particulars are most humbly submitted to your Honor’s 
clemency, on which your petitioner most humbly depends for ease in 
these his bard circumstances, and as in duty bound shall ever pray.” 

In reply to this petition Governor Macrae ordered that a Com- 
mittee, consisting of Major Eoach, Mr. Hyde, and the Secretary, do 
enquire into the several allegations, and into the ancient privileges 
of the inhabitants of those towns.” The result is thus recorded. 

** Thmfsdatft ^Sth September, 1728. — The Committee appointed to 
inspect into the rights which the inhabitants of Tandore, Trivatore, 
etc., have to make salt, deliver in their report, by which it appears 
that they have' equal rights with the farmers of the paddy fields. It 
was therefore agreed that we cannot take the liberty from them ; and 
as Yeashum Brahmin without that cannot pay his rent, for which he 
is now considerably behind hand, and Ponoola Kistna, the Eenter of 
^ Tandore and the other villages, being willing to take the Oowle of 
the Faddy fields at the old rent, — it was agreed to take it away from 
Yeashum Brahmin, who is not able to pay the rent of it, and to grant 
it to Poncola Kistna/' 

Our next extract explains itself. 

“ Thurda/y, %St7h November, 1728. — The tobacco and beetle Parmer, 
complaining that several persons have lately run into the Bounds 
^great quantities of beetle and tobacco to his great prejudice, and 
'praying some stop may be put thereto; — It was agreed that we do 
publish an order at the sea gate, that whatsoever Conacopxllay, 
Bubash, or other substantial person is found to run into the Bounds 
, i^y quantity of tobacco or beetle, or to encourage others to do it, 
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shall be fined one pagoda for every fanam^s worth so run, and to be 
in prison till it be paid: and that all coolies, and other poor people, 
who shall be convicted of the like practices, shall be publicly whipped 
at the choultry, and receive thirty-nine lashes, and stand one hour in 
the pillory/^ 

GOVERNORSHIP OP MR. JAMES MACRAE. 

(Continued.) 

^ . 1729 — 30 . 

The Government of Mr. Macrae was now drawing to a close. In 
May 1730 he retired from the President’s chair, and his place was 
taken by Mr. George Morton Pitt. Accordingly the present chapter 
will contain the annals of the last years of his administration; whilst 
the next.chapter will contain a supplementary account of the events 
which transpired between Mr. Macrae’s resignation and his departure 
from the Presidency ; together with some particulars connected with 
his subsequent life in England, which will be interesting as* general 
illustrations of the time, 

^ Our first extract is curious as showing how utterly unable our 
forefathers were to apprehend and appreciate the first principles of 
free tr,ade. The entry speaks for itself. 

Monday, Zrd February, 1729.~-There having been imported this 
year pretty large quantities of grain from the Northward, notwith- 
standing which the price holds up at ten maracals per pagoda for 
paddy, and scarce any procurable even at that rate, especially for the 
poorer sorb of people. The President proposed to the'^Board to take 
into their consideration the settling of the prices of grain for the 
ensuing season ; and after some time spent in considering thereon, it 
was agreed and ordered that the prices of grain* be as follow. 


Paddy Course 13 Maracals for a pagoda. 

Paddy, Pine 12 do, do. 

Natcbeny 7 do. do. 

Bice 11- measure for a fauam. 


“ Which prices the Secretary is ordered to affix at the gates with 
the foEowing resolves, viss. That whoever shall sell at a dearer rate 
than above specified, shall upon proof thereof made be fined at the 
pleasure of the Governor and Council; and that the person who shall , 
make proof of his having paid more than the above, prices, shall have 
Ms money returned him, and shall also keep the grain he has pur- 
chased to himself 5 and that whoever has more rice or paddy that is 
necessary for his usual annual expense, shall be obliged to sell ; and 
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whoever shall deny or conceal such overplus, upon proof thereof 
made, it shall be confiscated to the use of the Company. Ordered 
that the above be also signified by beating the tom-tom/’ 

We now come to the mysterious aSair which served to throw such 
discredit on Major Koaoh; We give the petitions to the Madras 
Government at full length as illustrations of the times ; and indeed 
the energetic language of the petitioners is well worthy of preserva- 
tion as a combination of invective, indignation, threat, and argument 
which is rarely to be found even in the most impassioned novel. 
The petitions will explain themselves. The first is from the ostensi- 
ble father of the young lady. 

“ The bumble petition of 

SlSBASTlAN TjfiXElllA DeBrITTO. 

. ** Showeth, 

That your petitioner, who is an inhabitant of the city, did in the 
month of July last embark on ship “ Arcot” for Manilla, and left a 
maiden daughter of the age of nineteen years in St. Thom^, under 
the care of Mrs. Maria Elveira, to remain with her till your petition- 
er’s return ; as your petitioner hath often done when going on the 
like voyages. Being now returned, your petitioner .received the 
melancholy notice that the aforesaid child was missing from the said 
house on Friday the J4th February last, at past twelve at night; and 
for her there was ready at the sea side a palanqueen and several 
peons, which conducted the same into this city, as was found in about 
eight days after this insult don.e. Whereupon the Rev. Padre 
Thomas went t6 the house of Major John Roach, as one of the Jus- 
tices of the Peace in this city, and represented to him the said insult 
and dishonor done to the people in general ; and craved that for his 
sake and credit he would cause enquiry to be made where the said 
child was, and who it was that bad done this injustice. To which 
the said Major Roach answered there was no occasion for so much 
trouble *, that be knew^Vhere she was, and if be pleased, could produce 
her ; and further said that the said child was not the daughter of 
your pedcioner, but of Mr. Robert Raworth,* and that she is now 
under his protectiotj, and that he will give her five or six hundred 
pagodas in marriage; and that it appertaineth unto him to do that 
justice, for that he hath a power of Attorney to that purpose from 
Mr. John Raworth, and that also the child requested it of him ; and 
fiirther told the said Padre Thomas that he might acquaint the gen- 
tleman of St. Thome with this answer; that it now belonged to him 
to taka care of and maintain the said child, and that he would have 
them pretend no further in this affair. 

^ Mr. Raworth was the ref ractoiw Deputy Governor of Fort Faint David, who 
gave so much trouble to Governor Harrison. If the young lady was Ms child at 
all, she was probably the offspring of an illicit amour. The only particulars 
recorded concerning her, are however to be found in the entries published abov^, 
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“ To consider the foregoing particulars, it will appear that Maior 
Eoadi was the inducer and cause of taking away the said child from 
the house wherein your petitioner had placed her ; and the following 
reason will prove that the said child is not the daughter of Mr. Robert 
Raworth. For that the mother of the said child left this city, and 
went to St. ThomS more than fifteen months before her delivery of 
this child; the said Mr. Raworth left India for France in the year 
1714, and the said child was then aged five years ; and to this 
time what _ care did the said Mr. Robert Raworth ever take of 
the said child 1 Did he ever demand her? did he ever give her 
any subsistence? or what charge hath he been at for her mainte- 
nance? which he might well have done in the posts and power ho 
bore in India. The said Boberfe Baworfeh*s brother, John Baworth, 
also arrived from Europe, and stayed in India some years. What 
did he ever do for the child? or did he once demand her? As 
neither of the brothers ever did in any maimer lay claim to the 
child, nor do any thing for her when so young, and they in these 
parts. It seems very unlikely that at this distance there should now 
Come a power and letter of Attorney, as is alleged, by Major Roach, 
to this end; and if it was so, before what justice did be present or 
show such letter or power, as he ought to have done, and not to 
tove b»n a Jndge m his own cause. Well might Major Roach say 
to the Itov. Fadce Thomas that he knew where the said child was, 
^ th^' he could produce her; for it is notorious that he received 
^ at his house, when she came at that time of night from St. 
Tnoj^ I j^d seems raiJier that he was the taker of her ] for how is it 
pOffiible that a child, brought up in the close manner as is customary 
tp brmg up cMdren of the Portuguese in India, without any aoqnaint- 
apce or knowledge of the world, with so much resolution and courage 
to go out at that time of night, and directly to get a palanqueen aiTd 
peons to conduct her to Madras. It is plain, and evident to be sCen, 
^ some person might have seduced her by flattery or other means 
to pass_ sueh ^ exoMS of shame and scandal. Neither is it to be 
beheved that the child on her own head should so leave the house 
and go toectly to Ma 3 or Roach, as a Justice of Peace, to complain of 
opia-ession reomved. Neither at those hours does it seem good for 
any JustiM of Peace, so much to prejudice the honour of a maiden 
as to reomve her m hw house; but rather for a good example, and to 
preserve her. honour, would have sent her to sfme creditabb hou e 
m mormng, or till he conld have had an opportunity to acquaint 
the, Governor of the afEam; who, as Chief Justice, ought to have been 
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will marry a woman after this scandal to h;er reputation never to ha 
taken off. Lastly, to what Major Roach says, that the child is not 
your Petitioner’s daughter. It is a thing not in the power of caay 
man to prove. Though so many years as she is old, she haa h^teni 
known to all people as the child of your Petitioner; and though if she 
actually denies that she is your Petitioner’s child, and accompamea 
such denial with other scandalous and injurious language, who will 
feelieve a young woman lost in error, in fear of her reputation, and 
incited by others. Will she not say it, and will she not throw such 
scandal; and yet far greater, on chose that gave her being. And 
if she was asked, if she ev^r heard her mother say that your 
Petitioner was not the father of her, or of her brothers, or sisto's, 
yonr petitioner believes she will even say that too. But that cannot 
hide it from all the inhabitants of Madras and St. Thomd ; for, as 
yonr Petitioner’s children, they were baptized and educated; and 
if she and they were not the children of your Petitioner, he would 
scarce have brought them up with so much care and love, and at 
these years to pass so much fatigue and trouble and risk of life, 
to get them fortunes to set them forward in the world, and to 
give them in marriage. And as your Petitioner is an inhabitant of 
this city, and is subject to the laws thereof, so it is but reasonable 
to hope for and expect their protection, and in what more than for 
our children. 

" Your Petitioner, therefore, prays your Honors to examine of this 
great injustice done by Major Roach to your Petitioner, and dis- 
honour to your Petitioner’s child ; for as the said Major Roach is a 
Justice of the Peace of this city, and a member of the Council for the 
affairs of the Honorable Company, and Commander of the Military, 
he ought to suppress such proceedings ; and not himself to be the 
actor, and cause of scandal and dishonour, to the discredit of his 
nation and of his colony. Ho Government in the world sure will 
suffer such usage, thereby to give occasion for the like proceedings 
in others, to be the destruction of the Republic. And as you are 
or all may be fathers, your petitioner again prays you will take this 
affair in due consideration ; and reflect how severe a stroke this 
must he to a parent, and also the scandal that will attend the place 
where such usage is suffered.” 

The second petition was signed by the Portuguese Padre and 
inhabitants of St. Thom6, and is equally forcible with that of Sebastian 
Texiera HeBritto. We give it at length, 

** The few inhabitants of the ruined and poor city of St. Thom^, 
send this their most just complaint on occasion of the scandalous 
affair of Sebastian Texeira Be Britto’s daughter ; who privately in 
the night went out of an honest house standing in St, Thom6, where 
her father, according to his constant custom, had left her ; and the 
same night she was conducted to Major Roach’s house, where she 
has now been for a month past. Those cautions not being suffidient 
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(which were such as a father could use when, according to the custom 
of the Portuguese in India, he leaves the shore) in order to secure 
his child. It is supposed that promises were the means that broke 
down the walls of her retreat and modesty. An example which these 
inhabitants, though poor, never met with from the Moors themselves, 
who rule and govern here without control ; and in reality ic is 
injurious to the community, for in future there will be no house 
secure, however honest it may be. This excess having opened a way 
to many others, as if there was not justice to be found to punish 
actions, so pernicious to the good and quiet of the public. 

Wherefore we request of the Honorable Governor and his Council, 
that they will find out some remedy for what is past, and to prevent 
such enormities in future ; and also that an authentic copy of this 
complaint, and of the determination which shall be made thereon, 
may be transmitted to the Supreme Court of the Honorable Com- 
pany ; of which the said inhabitants of St. Thome, where this injury 
was offered, will send another copy to be delivered them by the 
Envoy of Portugal in England ; to the end that the said court may 
be informed of the conclusion of the affair, and confirm the same, in 
order to prevent the like accidents in future.’^ 

The. proceedings of Governor Macrae and Oounoil upon this 
extraordinai 7 charge are thus briefly recorded. 

'^Wednesday, l^th Marc\ 1729. — Major John Eoach gives in 
^swer to the charge delivered him about the daughter of Sebastian 
Texeira, wherein he denies the contents of it absolutely, except the 
receiving the woman ; which he confesses he did do, as believing it 
a part of his duty as a Justice of Peace; she coming to him and 
claiming protection ; and he does acknowledge himself guilty of an 
indiscretion in not acquainting the Government of it, and submits 
himself to the censure of the Board for the same. Wbereupon the 
Board came to the following resolution. 

That such actions manifestly tend to the disturbance of the 
public peace and good order of this settlement. Wherefore it was 
unanimously agreed that the Major, for his indiscreet conduct in this 
affair, be flned 300 pagodas into the Company ^s Cash ; and that the 
woman presuming to come into this Government, under pretence of 
asking protection, without making her application in a regular 
manner, be advised by the Secretary, that she do not continno in 
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Jedda, the seaport o! Mecca, on the Red Sea, is worthy o£ record. 
Early ill the year two ships, the “Marg^aret*’ and the ‘‘George,’' 
sailed from India for the Red Sea. The “ Margaret’^ from Telli- 
cherry arrired at Jedda after a voyage of sixty days on the 18th of 
March 1727. Mr. Hill, the Supercargo, was courteously received by 
the Bashaw, and met with all the encouragement he could expect in 
the sale of the cargo. About a month afterwards the “George*^ 
arrived at Jedda from Bengal, and a good understanding was pre- 
served between the two ships. It so happened that the “ George” 
had seven Arab Lascars on board, who managed to swim ashore 
at Jedda, but were arrested by the , orders of the Bashaw, and 
put into prison; but were restored to the ship ou the promise 
of the Captain not to punish them. On the sixth of June the 
“ Margaret” prepared to sail. Meantime several Lascars on both, 
ships had died, and bad been buried by their comrades according to 
the rites of the Mussulman religion in the little islands off Jedda. 
Unfortunately sufi&cient care had not been taken to cover the bodies 
with the earth ; and the fishermen of the islands reported at Jedda 
that the Captain of the George” had broken bis word to the Bashaw, 
and put to death the Arab sailors who had been restored to his ship. 
On the 5th of June the Bashaw sent a special messenger on board the 
“ George” to make enquiries, but none of the crew bad any complaint 
to make. On the sixth of June, being the following day, the same 
messenger then went on board the “Margaret,” and there found no 
complaints ; but chanced to espy the body of a Lascar who had died in 
the night, and who the crew were preparing to bury. He immediately 
left the ship and made threatening gestures from his boat. At this 
time Mr. Hill the Supercargo was ashore with a few other Uuropeans, 
whilst the Captain of the “ Margaret” was on board preparing to seti 
sail. Shortly afterwards Mr. Hill despatched orders for the body 
of the Lascar to be sent on shore wrapped in cloth. The order was 
obeyed, but by some accident the corpse was exposed to the view of 
the people. The mob of fanatics, as exciteable then as they are now, 
at once rose and massacred Mr. Hill and all the Europeans with him. 
Nothing of this was known on board the ships until some boats 
arrived from the Bashaw, ostensibly to preserve the ships from the 
fury of the mob. The matter terminated in the detention of the 
two ships for a period of ten months, whilst the Captains were kept 
close prisoners on shore, and also were compelled to make large 
advances to their crews of Lascars. At length the dragoman of 
Mr. Staman, the British Ambassador at Constantinople, arrived at 
Jedda, and solicited their discharge ; and though the Zerrif came 
from Mecca and did bis utmost to oppose the departure of the 
English ships, the Bashaw finally gave way, and in July 1728, the 
“ Margaret” reached Madras. . A formal complaint was laid before 
the Madras Government, but it does not appear that any further step® 
were taken in the matter beyond a representation to the authorities 
at home, 
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Ottr next extract refers to a curious coinage of pagodas with an 
alloy of iron ; also to the issuing of Governor Macrae’s order against 
the exportation of silver. 

Monday t I7th Marcht 1729.— The Assay Master attending the 
Board and being called in, produced a bag of Madras pagodas, just 
coined out of some gold dust brought from Manilla ; which having a 
mixture of iron melted down with it, it had made the coin though 
exactly alloyed, look of a dirty pale colour, and had made likewise 
the gold so brittle that the pagodas were very much cracked, and 
consequently ill stamped; which he told the Board he tboughfe proper 
to acquaint them of, that he might receive their orders thereon before 
he let the remainder be coined. The said pagodas being compared 
with others just stamped, the difference was so great that the Board 
unanimously agreed it would be a very great discredit to our coin 
to let them pass ; and therefore resolved that the merchant should 
be obliged to refine the gold, and burn out the iron alloy before it 
was coined. 

The President reports a seizure of fifty-six and a half {56|) ounces 
of silver endeavoured to be run, which being produced was sold him 
at fourteen and a half dollars for ten pagodas, amounting to forty- 
three pagodas, twenty-eight fanams 43-28 the one-hsilf of which is paid 
into the Company’s cash and the other to the^.peon who seized it.” 

Governor Macrae appears to the last to have had considerable 
difficulty in dealing with the Company’s Native merchants. The 
proceedings are so suggestive as to be worthy of record. 

**Mmday^ IMh July, 1729- — The President represented to the Board 
that, notwithstanding the indulgence given the merchants in February 
last, when it was agreed to give them till the first of September to 
complete the contract which should have been finished the 31st of 
January last: they had nevertheless been very backward in bringing 
cloth; and that unless some further measures are taken to oblige 
them to bring in cloth, he feared we should be very much disap* 
po inted in the quantity necessary for the despatch of our ships. 
Which being debated, it was thought that possibly the indulging 
them with the broadcloth this year come and coming from Europe, 
might be a means to induce them to bring in goods, and accordingly 
the following terms were agreed to be proposed to them, viz. 

**Tbat they should provide and deliver seventeen hundred bales of 
calicoes on or before the 20th of January next; in consequence of 
which they should have the broadcloth at thirty-five per cent, on the 
invoice price. But if they did not comply and deliver the said 
seventeen hundred bales, that then they should pay ten per cent. 
iMre for the broadcloth; amd that the old penalty should be forgiven 
iten if they complied with this contract; in oraer to do which the 
better they should be advanced fifteen thousand pagodas without 
interest till the 20th January next. 
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** The merchants were hereupon called in, and the above proposals 
offered them; which they refused allegiug that the great drought 
in the country, and dearness of cotton, made it very difficult to 
provide cloth, and that therefore they could not comply therewith. 

** Whereupon they were told it was a favour to them that was 
designed thereby; that they had incurred a penalty of near twenty 
thousand pagodas by their non-compliance with the last contract; 
that there were now due on that contract fourteen hundred bales 
not 'yet delivered in by them ; so that the seventeen hundred now 
proposed to be provided by them was only three hundred more than 
they were obliged to by their old contract; and that in consideration 
thereof, they were to be indulged with all the Company's broad- 
^ cloth “but these arguments not prevailing, the Board came to no 
conclusion with them,” 

Monday, %lst July, — The Oompany’s merchants being again 

called in and asked whether they had considered of the offers made 
them the last consultation day, and would sign a contract on those 
terms, still urged the difficulties of providing cloth, the scarcity and 
^famine and dearness of cotton, which made the weavers turn tbeir 
bands to other work and retire into other countries where grain was 
to be got. Which arguments they insisted on so strenuously, that 
the Board came to no agreement with* them, and therefore dismissed 
them; with an assurance that they would sell the broadcloth at 
outcry, and insist on the performance of the last contract, or penalty 
due for the breach thereof.” 

** Thursday, Zlst July, 1 729.T~-Thi8 day the Oompany^s Merchants 
being again called in ; and a contract for seventeen hundred bales 
again proposed to them, it was at last agreed on the following terms. 

That they be advanced fifteen thousand pagodas without interest 
till the 30tb January next; that the penalty of the last contract be 
wholly forgiven them, and nothing more demanded of them on that 
account; that they have all the Company's broadcloth at thirty-five 
per cent. ; and that they shall pay twenty per cent., on the value 
of all the bales which they shall deliver short of seventeen hundred 
^ bales by the 20tb of January. Accordingly a contract being drawn 
out on those conditions, was mutually signed, and the money 
ordered to be paid ubem to-morrow morning.” 

The following entries referring to the changes in the administra- 
tion of justice are worthy of preservation^ 

Monday, ^Ist July, 1729,*— Our Honorable Masters having disap- 
proved of the Sheriff's Court* it is agreed that it be no longer continued, 
, and that the Justices sit weekly at the Choultry for punishing of petty 
offences which are daily committed in the Town, and which are of too 
trivial a nature to be brought before the Quarter-Sessions, and that 
the Paymaster do make a pair of stocks. 

Thursday^ 1th August, 1729. — General letter from the Deputy 
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Governor and Council of . Fort St. David, x’ead, desiring, we will 
give them instructions bow to prevent the great inconveniences 
which will arise by their inhabitants being obliged to come up to 
Madras to get their disputes determined by our Majorca Court. 

Agreed that we write them, when such do arise to persuade their 
inhabitants to go to arbitration before the heads of their castes.” 

The one great fault of Governor Macrae, and a fault common wifcb 
most men of his calibre, was an arbitrary mode of settling matters 
which by no means met with the approbation of the Directors. His 
violation of the principles of free trade were only so many instances of 
this arbitrary conduct ; and were productive of evils, all of which will 
be unfolded in due time. The rule against the exportation of silver 
caused much dissatisfaction to the inhabitants, and was abrogated by 
an order from the Directors ; whilst he himself found it necessary to 
repeal his own absurd regulations respecting a fixed price for grain. 
These events are duly recorded below; but in another chapter we 
shall have occasion to allude to far greater evils which arose from 
the Governor’s arbitrary measures. 

Monday, 2hih Augusi, 1729.— The Board taking into consideration 
the purport of the last general letter, — it is agreed that the Secretary 
do give public notice, that the inhabitants and others are at liberty 
to carry their silver into the country uncoined, and that the probi* 
bition be taken off. 

“ Upon this occasion the President remarked to the Board that 
there are several very severe aspersions thrown on him in this para- 
graph, as if the prohibition had been laid on for private advantage, 
and that he had connived at the breach of that order in such as made 
it worth his while; and he solemnly averred that he had never, 
directly or indirectly, carried, or permitted others to carry, any sil ver 
out of the bounds during prohibition, except in rupees ; and adding 
that it is necessary for him to clear his I’eputation, he demanded of 
them all to declare at the Board, whether they, directly or indirectly, 
know of any silver being carried out by him, or by others, by his 
authority and protection. To which every member of the Board 
answered, by declaring they knew, neither directly nor indirectly, of 
any such thing.” 

** Thursday, 2Uh September, 1729. — Having in consultation of the 
3rd February last, fixed the prices of paddy and rice, in order to 
relieve the poor; it bath been found by experience that the said 
regulation had not its desired effect : and the season for importing of 
grain now coming on, and there being reason to believe that if that 
regulation be continued great quantities will be carried to other 
places, which would else come hither, it is agreed to take off the said 
order and to permit every one to sell as they can.** 

Our next extract refer to the proving of the wills of Eoman 
Catholics. It tells its own story. 
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Friday t ISth Ocioher^ 1729. — There being some mistakes arisen 
from the orders this year received from our Honorable Masters, 
relating to proving wills in the Portuguese Church : — it is agreed 
that a note be affixed in the several languages at the Sea and Choultry 
Gates, and at the Portuguese Church, to explain the same ; and to 
give notice that any person of the Romish Communion is at liberty 
to take out Probates of wills, or letters of administration, in that 
church; but that they are not compelled to do it. Also that by 
so doing they are not entitled to a right of using any subject of 
England, or other person who is nob of that communion ; and that 
although the priests of that Church are allowed to grant such 
Probates, or letters of administration, to such as request the same of 
them ; yet that they have no authority to examine, or decide any 
^ controversy between man and man, or to do or execute any other 
judicial act whatsoever.” 

Our next extract is simply curious. It appears that the old 
Chaplains of the Company were generally bachelors, and that conse- 
quently the accommodation assigned them was sufficient perhaps for 
a single man, bnb insufficient for a family. The Eev. Thomas 
Consetb, who came out about this time, proved to be a married 
man with a family; and he accordingly prayed the Governor and 
Council to allow bim more accommodation. The letter is sufficiently 
^ quaint to be worth preservation. 

To the Sonorahle Jambs Maceae, Esq., 

Fresident ^ Governor, ^ the Council of Fort St George, 
*‘Honokablb Sie and Sirs, 

*^The inconveniences of my habitation are too manifest to be 
represented, and your own apprehension of them at my first coming 
was the reason of the proposals you were then pleased to make of 
enlarging it. Time does nob alter but lengthen the reason of doing 
this, and since it is my lot to come amongst you with a family, I 
entreat you will so far distinguish me from a bachelor, as to allow 
me a habitation somewhat larger for a number, than would strictly 
accommodate a single person. The consideration of our healths, 
^ besides the want of several necessary conveniences in these strait 
quarters, oblige me to make this request; otherwise would nob presume 
to give you the trouble of this application and desire the necessity 
of it may excuse. 

Your Honors 

Most obedient humble 

Fort St. Gborgb, 1 Servant, and Chaplain, 

2nd December, 17*29. ) Thomas Consett.” 

We are sorry to add that though Mr. Consett’s family had increased 
since his arrival at Fort St. George, the Government was unable to 
give him larger accommodation. 
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The following petition to Governor Macrae and Ooiinoil will explain 
itsaif. 

** The humble petition of the French 
Capuchin Missionaries. 

*•' Showbith, 

That your petitioners, who have the honor and happiness to be 
established in this city under the auspicious protection of the Honor- 
able Company, and your most favourable Government, humbly 
request your Honors and the Gentlemen of ConnciFa permission to 
rebuild the cells and apartments belonging to our church ; they 
being very old and ready to fall ; which we design to do after the 
model in Tuscany, answerable to that of your Hospital and Guard 
house. Your condescension to this will entail an everlasting obli- 
gation on 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient 

and obliged humble servants, 

Fobt St, Ghoeob, 7 F, TnoifAS, 

14!^^ February, 1730. ) Cap, M* Assist 

The petition was granted. 

The following entry is preserved, as it furnishes historical data, 
which may prove of importance. 

Monday, 2nd Marth, 1730. — A general letter from the President 
and Council of Bombay, dated the 11th December, was read ; advising 
that the British Ambassador at Consfeantinople had sent to Bussorah 
an authentic copy of the capitulations betwixt England and the Port 
for regulating the commerce in the Turkish dominions ; that Persia 
is threatened with fresh troubles, which, with the cruelties committed 
by the Governor of Ispahan, has put an entire stop to all manner of 
trade, and that Angria’s son with his Grabs had taken “ The William*' 
an English ship belonging to Bombay.” 

We bring the two following entries together, for the sake of the 
illustrations they furnish of the mode of collecting the rent or revenue 
from the Company's oul^villages. 

Monday, 22nd JDecemher, 1729, — The petition of the inhabiijants 
and renters of Fgmore and the other villages was read ; setting forth 
that for want of rain the last year, they are unable to pay their rent ; 
and request therefore to be charged no more than the paddy fields 
produce in that time. 

** Ordered that as we think the cowle is let at a moderate rent, and 
will one year with another produce the renters a reasonable profit, 
that they comply with the conditions therein ^ but if they think the 
term of the cowle too hard that they have liberty to resign,” 

“ Tuesday, 24th Ma/rch, 1730. — The petition of Poncola Kistna was 
read; setting forth that as be had been bound for the renters of 
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Igmore md tbe other villages, he was obliged to see the payments 
duly made ; and that the renters having made default for the last 
year’s rent, he had accordingly paid the amount to the Company, 
and that one Ecambaram who had given him a bond of indemnity in 
behalf of the renters, now refuses to pay.. Wherefore he desires the 
Board to do him justice in this particular, and oblige the said Ecam* 
baram to pay him what he has already paid the Honorable Company 
on this account. 

** As this money has now been due upwards of nine months, and 
no satisfactory reason given for so long a delay, — ordered that Ecam- 
baram and the renters be confined to the Choultry unless they will 
cause immediate payment. Mr. Peers (a member of Council) dissents 
to their being confined. 

“ The rent for Trivatore and the other villages having been also 
due several months, — ordered that the Secretary demand the same; 
and in case the rental's do not comply to acquaint the Governor that 
he may confine them or otherwise as he thinks most proper.” 

Here the annals of Madras under the administration of Mr. James 
Macrae are brought to a close. Mr. Macrae however did not embark 
for England until the 21st of January 1731. During that interval 
some extraordinary charges of corruption and oppression were 
brought against his Dubasb, Gooda Ancona, which will be duly 
discussed in the next chapter, and to which we shall add such parti- 
culars of the after life of Mr. Macrae in his native country which 
may prove interesting to the general reader. 


XXXVIII. 

LAST TEAES OP MR. JAMES MACRAE. 

1730 — 46 . 

On Thursday the 14th May, 1730, George Morton Pitt, Esq., 
arrived from Port St. David, and delivered a Commission which he 
^ had received from the Honorable Company, constituting him President 
and Governor of Fort St. George, and of all the Company’s settle- 
ments on the coast of Coromandel, in the room of James Macrae, Esq. ; 
and accordingly Mr. Macrae vacated the President’s Chair, and Mr. 
Pitt was installed into his new Office with all respect and submission. 
On the following Tuesday the complaints against Gooda Anconah, the 
Chief Dubash of Mr. Macrae, were first taken into consideration by 
the Madras Government, as will be seen by the following entry in the 
•consultations. 

** Tuesday, 19ik May, 1730. — ^The President acquaints the Board 
that he has had several informations of complaint against Gooda 
Anconah, the late Governor’s Chief Dubash; some of them of extortion. 
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and other crimes o£ a very heinous nature; and as there is the 
greatest reason to believe that Gooda Anconah will seek protection 
of the Country Government, to avoid the course of justice, (as he did 
once before) if not immediately prevented by being taken into 
custody ; he (the Governor) desires they will consult the properest 
measures to be taken on this occasion. Which being debated and 
considered, the Board are unanimously of opinion that, if Gooda 
Anconah should escape, it would be of the utmost ill consequence to 
the Company’s affairs, a great disquiet and discouragement to the 
inhabitants of this place, and would unavoidably draw a censure on 
the vigilance and justice of this Board. Wherefore agree that the 
Justices immediately commit him to the custody of the Sheriff, to be 
kept in the Ensign’s room in the Fort, with permission to go where 
he pleases to eat, but under a guard to prevent his escaping, till the 
complaint can be more regularly beard and examined into.” 

A few days afterwards complaints and petitions against Gooda 
Anconah poured in upon the Madras Government in one continuous 
stream ; and from the latter end of May until the beginning of J uly, 
appear to have absorbed public attention. We give a few extracts 
from the records of this period, which will be sufficient to indicate the 
progress of affairs. 

** Monday, May, \7^0 , — A letter from Mr. Macrae was read, 
requesting that Gooda Anconah might be allowed to come to him at 
the Garden house to settle some accounts ; which the Sheriff being 
acquainted with, he represents that he cannot be answerable for 
80 important a prisoner in such a place. Wherefore agreed that 
Mr. Macrae may send his Accountant or any other to Anconah ; 
and if he desires to be with him himself, that a convenient room in 
the Fort be appointed for their meeting. 

** Sundry petitions of complaint against Gooda Anconah were 
delivered into the Board, and read as followetb, vi 2 s. 

From Sunka Ramah and Tomby Cbetty, Joint Stock Merchants, 
complaining that Gooda Anconah, Chief Diibash to the late Governor 
Mr. Macrae, having exercised an unlimited authority over the Black 
Town, had by force and other ill means extorted from them upwards - 
of 3,700 pagodas at several times. 

“From Muta Muten, Comra Collati, Mooteapah Chinaan, and 
Andachetty, setting forth that Gooda Anconah having sent with peons 
several sorts of grain, and lodged the same in the petitioner’s houses, 
did afterwards by threats, menaces and conffnernent oblige them to 
pay for at most extravagant and extortionable prices ; that amongst 
the many instances, they set forth particularly that the complainants. » 
having contracted and given earnest for upwards of 90 garce of oil 
seeds at 40 pagodas per garce, the said Gooda Anconah, against the 
consent of both parties, obliged them to withdraw the said earnest, 
and did afterwards compel these petitioners to receive the same oil 
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seeds at the rate of 68 pagodas per garce ; a great part of which they 
have paid at the extortioaable race, and are now vexed and distressed 
at his sait for the remainder. 

“From Margaparam Eangapah and Mootal Mar Chetty, setting 
forth that they having received 12,000 Bupeea from and on account 
of their correspondents at Areofc, the same was forcibly seized by 
Gooda Anconah and his peons, and carried to the Governor’s Gardens ; 
and after keeping them sometime, be obliged these petitioners to sell 
them at 3l0 Rupees per hundred pagodas, although the current price 
was no more than 300 per hundred pagodas ; whereby these petitioners 
lost not only the difference of that exchange, but also suffered in their 
credit, and their further trade obstructed by the fear of such practices, 

“ From Nina Chetty, Razapa Ohefcty, etc., Shroffs, setting forth 
that they had delivered a quantity of gold into the mint to be coined 
into pagodas; but that after some part had been coined, Gooda 
Anconah pub a stop to the rest, giving for reasdn that Governor 
Macrae had a quantity of gold to dispose of, which these petitioners 
must buy before theirs should be coined. And notwithstanding they 
represented to him that they were then unable to buy so large a 
quantity, he continued with his peons to obstruct the mint servants 
for above a month, and at last obliged these petitioners to pay him 
130 pagodas for his consent to have their gold coined, 

“ From the Brahmins, Goldsmiths, and Goidwashers of the mint, 
setting forth that Gooda Anconah, Chief Dubash to the late Governor, 
having exercised an illegal and arbitrary authority over the inhabitants 
of the Black Town, had greatly distressed them, and indicted many 
grievous oppressions and hardships; that these petitioners in particular 
complain that Gooda Anconah had extorted from them upwards of 
1,400 pagodas, to effect which he had punished them with long and 
painful imprisonments, and further inflicted many cruel and unnatural 
tortures, and by these means forced them to comply with other unfair 
demands to the ruin of themselves and families. 

“ From Nina Comra Ghebby, Mooteapah, etc.. Grain Merchants, 
setting forth that Mar Kistna Rao, a Brahmin and servant to Gooda 
Anconah, sent for Nina, one of these petitioners’ partners, and 
ordered him to buy and measure out a parcel of rice; which he 
refused to do, knowing it would be charged at an extravagant rate. 
Mar Kistna Rao, gave him very abusive language, and struck him 
in the face, and threatened him with the anger of his master, Anco- 
nah, and by these means did compel the petitioners to take and pay 
for the said rice; that Mar Kistna Bao had extorted from these 
petitioners, by threats and menaces at several times, upwards of 300 
pagodas ; that the said Mar Kistna Bao had sent a quantity of paddy 
to these petidoners’ houses, against their consent, and compelled 
them to pay 60 pagodas per garce for the same, when the market price 
was no more than 40 pagodas per garce, with other acts of cruelty md 
extortion. 
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** The complainanfes in the several petitions being called in, it was 
recommended to them first, to apply for justice to the Mayor’s Court ; 
and if they should not be satisfied with the determination there, 
they might then apply to this Board and should have a rehearing. 

** It being represented to the Board, that sundry reports are indus- 
triously spread to intimidate the inhabitants from complaining of 
the injuries received from Anconah, and others concerned with him ; 
insinuating that they have still influence enough to hinder their 
complaints being heard, or if heard and determined they will after 
be reversed to the prejudice of the complainer. Wherefore to pre- 
vent any ill impressions from such scandalous insinuations, and to 
give peace and quiet to the minds of the people ; — it is ordered that 
public notice be put up at the Sea gate, to acquaint the inhabitants 
they may apply to the Courts of Justice without any fear or appre- 
hension ; and be assured of a fair and candid hearing and suitable 
redress for the Throngs they have suffered, and that such determin- 
ations will not be revoked hereafter, but remain in full force for ever.” 

** Ttmda7j, 2nd Jttne, 1730. — Seven petitions of complaint against 
Gooda Anconah were read containing in substance" as foiloweth. 
(We publish one only as a specimen of the whole.) 

** From Gopal and Graapah, Merchants, setting forth that they 
being entrusted with the sale of a diamond did accordingly dispose 
thereof to the best bidder; that Gooda Anconah hearing of this sale 
sent for these petitioners and demanded the diamond to be brought 
to him, but that not being in the power of these petitioners they 
were sent away under a guard of peons ; that the next day they 
were carried to the Governor at his Garden house, where after 
a great many menaces and threats of the pillory, and being 
hanged, and such like punishments for daring to sell the stone to 
any but the Governor, it was proposed that these petitioners should 
pay 3,000 pagodas as a fine for this heinous crime. But these peti- 
tioners representing their poor condition and inability to pay such a 
sum, it was at length brought down to 1,000 pagodas ; which sum 
they actually pa|d to the Governor. Besides which Anconah insisted 
on a gratuity fo^ interposing with his good offices ; otherwise, as he 
told these petitioners, they had surely lost their ears ; that Gopal, 
one of these petitioners, carried 76 pagodas to Gooda Anconah on 
this account, but he not contented therewith ransacked his cloth and 
found about him a small diamond of more value, which he took from 
the said Gopal. That Gooda Anconah did also exact '50 pagodas on 
account of a diamond mortgaged to Ball Ohetty, and by him to the 
Governor; and that after this these petitioners did again fall under 
the Governor's displeasure, and were confined to the Choultry prison ; 
whence they could not be released till they had further paid to Gooda 
.Anconah the sum. of 150 pagodas, which sum he has within a few 
retuined. 
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All which petitions are referred to the Honorable the ITayor^s 
Oonrt.’^ 

The following petition with many others, are recorded in the eonsn!- 
tations. It is impossible to publish the whole, but the following 
selections will suffice to illustrate the general character of the charges 
which were brought against this corrupt and tyrannical Hative. 

‘‘ The humble petition of Mtjta Mutejt, 
Oo:mka. Cole ATI, Mootetpah Chinaan, 
and Anda CsETTy. 

Showjeth, 

That your petitioners have been suffierers upwards of 6,400 pagodas, 
by several parcels of rice, paddy, grain, natcheiii, oil-seeds, and other 
species of grain, which he the said Anconah, hath forcibly put upon 
your petitioners ; sometimes by abusive language and threatenings 
to go to the Honorable Governor, and by some .charge and com- 
plaint against your petitioners, whereby as he said your petitioners 
should be put in the pillory, lose their ears, and be whipped out 
of the Company's Bounds; sometimes harassing your petitioners 
with frequent messages and attendance upon him ; and in case yonr 
petitioners not coming upon such summons, frequently hath he sent 
his peons Poofeeabj Kistnamah, Veraugo, Baganaculoo, Sangomiah 
and others to haul and drag your petitioners by force from their 
families ; and having expelled yonr petitioners, shut up their Shops 
and Warehouses, to prevent their trade and livelihood, till your 
petitioners should submit to his impositions. Many times have 
his servants compelled your petitioners to be in his Warehouses, 
wherein his grain was measuring, as if by consent; commanding 
the coolies to carry such and such parcels to such and such godowns 
belonging to your petitioners, where the coolies would by his order 
set it down before the door, and leave it to rapine and the weather ; 
at the same time commanding your petitioners to takp, buy and 
pay for such parcels thus forcibly thrown upon their hands; and 
upon non-compliance, or even endeavouring to put offi the pay- 
ment, the said Anconah and Mar Kistna, have beat, bruised, 
whipped, and confined yonr petitioners, not only within doors, but 
even uncovered in the sun till payment. Yea many times have they 
so done, even for refusing to receive some parcels of rice and oil- 
seeds, though at the most exorbitant prices. If your petitioners 
scrupled to buy or take at such prices, giving for reason* the order 
of consultation whereby all persons were forbid to buy or sell above 
such limited rates ; and your petitioners then saying they were 
afraid that the Governor should hear of such bargains, and they be 
most Justly and severely punished, he the said Anconah would laugh 
and put a scorn and contempt on the said order of consultation, 
saying who could tell the Governor of what he does ? who dare to 
complain of the dearness of bis rice P he always would stay by the 
Governor, and if your petitioners Would take his rice at his price, 
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they iBight sell ii; again without fear of persecution upon the said 
order of consultation. 

** If it should be asked why your petitioners submitted to such 
severities ? or wherefore did not your petitioners make a regular 
complaint of these things before ? your petitioners must appeal to 
the knowledge of all men, how often they have complained of these 
things in a private manner ; and should undoubtedly have been more 
ready to have done the same in the most public and solemn manner, 
had your petitioners any hopes of relief, or could they have been 
secure from the resentment and revenge of this great favorite of the 
then Governor^ whose authority and dread servitude were so deeply 
implanted in every man’s heart, that your petitioners* complaints 
were only answered by a comparison of other the like facts upon 
other inhabitants. No one dared to council or advise your petitioners 
to complain; no one could flatter your petidoners with hopes of 
success. Many petitions have undoubted by this time convinced 
your Honors that the said Anconah hath so used the greatest of 
Merchants, that the best families in Town have occasion to murmur 
at his impositions. The Company’s Covenanted Merchants confess 
they have felt his extortions and abuses ; and so far were they from 
complaining, that they then thought it their interest to flatter the 
■vanity, and soothe the licentious ;^wer of this favorite, by the most 
servile adulation and attendance upon him all hours in the day and 
night. The Company’s sworn Measurers made their Court to him 
by false measurage and perjury. The Company’s peons neglected 
their duty, and at bis beck and word, harassed and watched over the 
confinement of such as were so unhappy as to be the objects of his 
passions. Every man in the street hath seen him publicly triumph 
over the sacred rights and distinctions of the Castes and sects ; and 
made the very Churches his hoards to secrete grain under a pretence 
of charity, when in truth he brought forth the grain privily, and sold 
it at midnight for double the consultation price. These and many 
more public and private tokens are most convincing marks of his 
arbitrary sway over all men and all things in the Black Town, — 
your petitioners hope will be thought sufficient reasons for their 
passive acquiescence, and non-prosecution against a torrent of power 
during the administration of his Master the late Governor Macrae.” 

** Tuesday 9 9tJi June, 1730. 

The bumble petition of Moomabue 
Chexty TorauH, 

‘ ** Showbxh, 

That your Petitioner hath for many years been a considerable 
trader to this port in grain and other goods from the Northward; 
and having duly paid the Honorable Company’s customs, and other 
usiml port charges, always met with good usage and encouragement, 
till sometime in the month of March 1729, when some of your Peti* 
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tioner’s concerns arrived at this port under the care of two Gomasta^, 
— one named Maurollee Jug^oo, the other Strepaiidnm ISTersia,— 
whom Gooda Anconah of this place, servant to the late Governor 
James Alacrae, Esq., sent for by his peon Jangomiah, and demanded 
of them to deliver to him two garce of rice and two of paddy ; which 
they endeavoured to evade, and assured him they were not the owners 
thereof, but only employed as servants to your Petitioner to dispose 
of the said goods ; besides which all the rice and paddy they bad in 
their possession was already contracted for and they could not sell 
it to any other person. At which refusal the said Gooda Anconah 
was in a great passion with your petitioner’s servants ; and after 
having threatened and abused, bid them in particular take care of 
to-morrow. In the morning the said Gooda Anconah went to his 
Master, the then Governor, and framed some complaint of what your 
Petitioner’s servants knew not. But they were thereupon ordered 
to be -beaten with a chawbuck five stripes at every Banksal ; at the 
bearing of which Strepaudum Hersia made his escape, but the other 
Maurollee Juggoo underwent that punishment; of which when your 
Petitioner saw him a mouth after he was in great torment, and the 
pain thereof threw him into a flux and fever, of which be died the 
day after your Petitioner saw him. All the rest of your Petitioner’s 
servants, whose duty it was to look after the Banksals, fled for fear ; 
and left your Petitioner’s goods exposed to rapine ; by which your 
Petitioner lost near the value of one hundred and twenty pagodas, 
which was actually stole from your Petitioners Banksals at that time. 
The day after your Petitioner’s servants had received the aforesaid 
punishment, Anconah sent for them again to his bouse, and asked 
them in an insulting manner, if they were not grown wiser, and whe- 
ther they would comply with his demand. To which your Petitioner’s 
servants could answer no other than that he might do his pleasure ; 
and he thereupon sent Marcasaya with a maracal, who after bis way 
caused to be measured one garce and twenty maracal of rice, and 
three hundred and sixty maracal of paddy, which with the over- 
raeasurage, was then worth to your Petitioners Pagodas 150, fanams 
14, and cash 58. Por payment of which sum, your Petitioner’s servants 
often attended on the said Anconah, and at last received from him 
sixty pagodas ; on the payment of which he insisted that they should 
sign a full discharge, which they accordingly did. By which matters 
afore related, it doth appear that, together with the interest now due 
thereon, your Petitioner is a suSerer by the said Gooda Anconah to 
the amount of Pagodas 229, fanams 30, and cash 58 ; and therefore 
prays your Honors will please to grant a general relief and, 

Your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray.” 

The following statements appear in the Consultations. 

** Tuesday, lUhJum, 1730. — It being observed that in the petitions 
of the merchants dealing in grain, there is constant complaint made 
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of andae measiirage;, although there is an officer particularly appointed 
for that purpose, and sworn to do justice. Wherefore the Town 
Measurer was called for, and being esarained on this head he acknow- 
ledges that 01 late there has not been justice done to the rnercbanrs 
in measuring their grain ; for that G-ooda Anconah gave him orders 
always to take over measurage ; and that he represented to A.neonah 
the iil-con sequences of such a practice, but that he bid the Measurer 
do it, and Anconah would take the ill-consequences upon himself. 
That in pursuance to his orders he used sometimes to take more but 
never less than 40 maracals in every garce he measured for Aneonah 
of grain, seeds, &q. ; the quantity of which he says to the best of bis 
knowledge amounts to six or seven hundred garce ; but says when 
the same grain seeds, were delivered again to others, he did not 
make any allowance but struck the maracals to even measure. He 
further saith that Anconah's peons locked up the Company's maracals, 
BO that none could measure but as he pleased ; and that they cus- 
tomarily measured the grain ail the day, and in the night time 
carried it away; that after the Company’s order for selling 12 
maracals of paddy for a pagoda, the poor people could get none in 
the bazar, it being all carried to Anconah’s Godowns, and sold in 
the night sometimes for 90 pagodas per garce.” 

Saturday^ 2Qih June^ 1730.— Petition of Jelkpiila Haugonab, 
setting forth that in the year 1720 Gooda Aneonah, intending to go 
up in the country, delivered to this petitioner a considerable sum 
of money to remain with him at interest; and also left with him a 
bond payable by Mar Xistnab. That during Gooda Anconab’s 
absence, the petitioner paid to his order the whole amount of the 
money so entrusted ; and that the bond from Mar Kistnah was not 
nor could be recovered. That after Anconah was settled in the 
service of Governor Macrae, he sent for the petitioner and told him 
that what money bad been paid to his order was of no significatiion, 
and that he should be further accountable for the bond of Mar 
Kistnab’s for 1,500 pagodas ; and that he did, by confining the 
petitioner and his whole family near 3 months, oblige him to give 
bonds to the amount of 3,500 pagodas. That sometime after, in 
consequence of these bonds being for 2,000 pagodas, he was again 
kept a prisoner, till by selling his houses', and other means, he 
raised and paid the sum of 2,230 ; and that being again confined, 
Gooda Anconah obliged him to give further bond for 2,000 pagodas, 
in lieu of the other as forcibly obtained for 1,500 pagodas,” 

Friday, lOtli July, 1730.— Two petitions of complaint against 
Gooda Anconah were read, viz. : — 

Prom Poncola Kistnah and Com Chetty, late renters of the beetle 
and tobacco farm ; setting forth that during the time these petitioners 
rented said farm, Gooda Anconah, servant to the late Governor James 
Esq.,, did send for and demand of them several sums of money, 
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as well as large quantifies of beetle and tobacco, wbicb were delivered, 
according to his order, and amount in value to pagodas 3,668 and 
fanams 5. For payment of which sum they have several times made 
application to Gooda Anconah, but without effect, and they now seek 
redress at this Board. 

*‘Frora Juddooram, setting forth that Cosheram, a Guaerat Mer- 
chant, having adopted this petitioner for his son, did in his last will 
and testament bequeath bis effects to“ this petitioner ; and at his 
decease was put in possession tbereoL That some time after, Gooda 
Anconab, servant to the late Governor, sent for this petition ; and 
after many menaces and threats to dispossess this petitioner, sent 
him to the Choultry prison, where he was confined for three days; and 
being released upon bail, Gooda Ancojiah demanded of him the sum 
of two thousand pagodas to let the petitioner enjoy the said effects, 
under pretence that he was not the lawful heir. Which sum being 
denied, he fell to one thousand five hundred and at last to seven 
hundred pagodas ; which sum the petitioner paid him, being in dread 
of bis power. But the same being an unjust demand and illegally 
and arbitrarily extorted, humbly prays redress. 

Ordered that the petitioners be referred to the Honorable the 
Mayor’s Court.” 

Such was the general tenor of the petitions against Gooda Anconab, 
all of which were referred to the Mayors’s Court. By the 16th of 
July, Gooda Anconah had been fined 20,000 pagodas, whilst many 
demands against him still remained unsettled. How far Governor 
Macrae was implicated in these transactions, it is impossible to say ; 
but there does not appear to have been any direct charges brought 
against him nersonally, and there was no such investigation into his 
conduct of affairs, as had taken place after the retirement of previous 
Governors. The subsequent entries respecting Mr. Macrae are very 
meagre and unimportant. In August the same year (1730) wa find 
that he was allowed a hundred and fifty pagodas a month for his 
table expenses ; and in the following January we meet with the 
following entry, dated only two days before Macrae embarked 
for England. 

“ Tuesday^ IQth Janumvj, 1731. — A letter from James Macrae, Esq* 
acquainting that he could not invest his money in diamonds without 
a manifest loss ; and Bills not being procurable, he was obliged to 
carry it home in current pagodas ; 25,000 of which he desires to lade 
on the Graggs,” and 25,000 more on the “ Fordwich.’^ He also 
desired that the freight and custom may be left to the Company’s 
determination : — which is agreed to, and a letter being wrote to the 
Honorable Court of Directors to advise thereof, was read and signed.” 

On the 21st January, 1733, Governor Macrae set sail for England, 
after an absence of some forty years. Without a wife, and without €i 
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coizrga any legitimate child, he appears to have returned to his native 
land, laden wish a fortune popularly estimated at above a hundred 
thousand pounds. According to a tradition published a few years 
back in the Ayrshire Observer,” the vessel in which Mr. Macrae 
returned to England, was captured on its way by a privateer ; and 
the shrewd ex-Gover nor, knowing the vessel to haveon board a valuable 
cargo o£ diamonds, bad the address to get the ship ransomed for a 
comparatively small sum. We are also told by the same authority 
that the East India Directors were so pleased with the Governor’s 
conduct in India, that on his return they enquired how they could 
reward him. He is said to have replied that if he had done anything 
meritorious, he would leave the reward to them. We have not however 
succeeded in discovering what was the value of the reward conferred 
on the ex-Goveruor, or if indeed any pecuniary reward were conferred 
at all. The story in itself is quite in keeping with the character of 
Mr. Macrae. In the matter of his allowance for table expenses already 
noticed, it is recorded that Governor Pitt had frequently desired his 
predecessor to give in some account of his expenses, but that Mr. 
Mactae declined doing anything of the sort, and left the Board to 
allow him whatever they thought proper. 

On Mr. Macrae^s arrival in England, his first object appears tp 
have been to enquire about the fortunes of his family. It seems 
that his mother had been dead some years, and that his sister, who 
was still living at Ayr, had married a man named MaeGuire, who 
^ined a livelihood partly as a carpenter and partly as a fiddler at 
kirns and weddings. Mr. Macrae accordingly wrote to his sister at 
Ayr, enclosing a large sum of money, and engaging to provide 
handsomely for herself and family. The surprise of Mr. and Mrs. 
MaeGuire was of course unbounded ; and they are said to have given 
way to their delight by indulging in a luxury which will serve to 
illustrate both their ideas of happiness, and the state of poverty in 
which they had been living. They procured a loaf of sugar and a 
bottle of brandy 5 and sccpping out a hole in the sugar loaf, they 
poured in the brandy, and sapped up the sweetened spirit with 
spoons, until the excess of felicity compelled them to close their eyes 
in peaceful slumber. 

The grand object which Mr. Macrae appears to have had in view 
during the remaining years of his life, was the elevation of his sister's 
family, the four daughters of Mr. and Mrs. MaeGuire.^ The eldest 
married Mr. Charles Dalrymple, who was Sheriff Clerk of Ayr, and 
received the estate of Orangefield. The tradition is still preserved of 
a large box of tea, a great rarity at that time, having been presented 
to Mrs. Dalrymple by Governor Macrae; and this box proved so 
large that the doors at Orangefield would not admit it, and it became 

* The here given has been derived from descendants or connexions 
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necessary to haul ife up on the outside for admission at a large 
window. This box strongly bound with brass is still in existence, and 
is used as a corn chest by Dr. Whitehouse of Ayr. The second daughter 
married Mr, James Drskine, who received the estate of Alva ; and was 
afterwards elevated to the Bench under the title of Lord Alva. The 
third daughter married William, the thirteenth Earl of Glencairn. In 
this mafech Governor Macrae took the liveliest interest, but it did not 
come 0 ^* till the year 1744; and then the old Habob was so seriously 
ill that the doctor could not assure him of living until the solemuiisationL 
of the nuptials. On this occasion Governor Macrae gave his niece as 
“ tocher” the barony of Ochiltree, which had cost him £25,000, as 
well as diamonds to the value of £45,000. But the marriage did not 
prove a happy one, for the Earl had no real aSection for hia wife, how- 
ever ranch he may have respected her wealth. The Earl however wa^ 
not inclined to submit to any taunting allusions to his wife’s family, 
for when Lord Oassiiis reproached him at a ball with having so far 
forgotten his rank as to marry a fiddler’s daughter, he at once 
replied, — ** Yes, my Lord, and one of my father-in-law’s favourite 
airs was ** The Gipseys cam’ to Lord Oassilis’s yett,” — referring to 
the elopement of a Countess of Oassiiis with the Gipseys, celebrated 
in the old song of “Johnny Eaa.” The second son of this Earl of 
Glencairn by the niece of Governor Macrae, succeeded to his father’s 
title as James, fourteenth Earl of Glencairn, and is known as a 
benefactor of the Poet Burns. This Earl died in 1791, when Burns 
wrote his “ Lament for James, Earl of Glencairn,” concluding with 
the following pathetic lines : — 

“ The bridegroom may forget the bride, 

Was made his wedded wife yestreen ; 

The monarch may forget the crown 
That on his head an hour has heen ; 

The mither may forget the bairn 

That smiles sae sweetly on her knee ; 

But I’ll remember thee, Glencairn, 

And a’ that thou hast done for me I” 

The fourth daughter of the MacGuires married a young gentleman 
of suspicious origin, who went by the name of James Macrae. This 
young man was said to be the nephew of the old Governor, hut he is 
generally supposed to have been a natural son. The barony of 
Houston was conferred upon the pair, but the subsequent career of 
this branch of the family was far from fortunate. A son known as 
Captain Macrae became a reputed bully and professed duellist at 
Edinburgh ; and is represented in one of the caricatures of the time 
as practising with a pistol at a barber’s block- In 1719 Captain 
r Macrae fought a celebrated duel with Sir George Bamsay, in which 
the latter was mortally wounded. It seems that whilst both gentle- 
men were escorting some ladies out of the Theatre in Edinburgh, 
their servants quarrelled as to whose carriage should be drawn up 
at the door. Each of the gentlemen took his servant’s part, and 
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the resali; was the duel, which •occasioned fche death of Sir Geor^'e 
[Eanisay and the exile and outlawry of Captain Macrae. ^ 

In conclusion we must notice the very few recorded events which 
are still preserved of the last years of Governor Macrae, The old 
Anglo-Indian appears to have passed some fifteen years in his native 
country prior to his death in 1746. In 1733 he was admitted as a 
burgess of the old town of Ayr, when his name was entered as 
** James Macrae, late Governor of Madras.’' In 1734 he presented 
°^^^2;ens of Glasgow with the metallic equestrian statue of kino^. 
William which still adoims that city.^ How he employed himself 
during the latter years of his life is nowhere stated, beyond the bare 
, fact that he lived and died at Orangefield. We can easily however 
imagine the old man busy in promoting the advancement of his 
nieces, and in superintending the estates which he purchased from 
time to time. One o^f his last recorded acts occurred in December, 
1745, when he lent £5,000 to the community of Glasgow, to meet the 
sum which had been levied from them by Prince Charles. He died 
somewhere about the year 1746, and was buried in Prestwich Church- 
yard. bucb IS the eventful story of Governor Macrae, the son of a 
washerwoman of Ayr. 

4 

CBIABTBR XXXIX. 

O07ERN0KSHIP OF MR. GEORGE MORTON PITT. 

1730-31. 

Mr. George Morton Pitt succeeded to the Governorshio of Port 
bt. George, and of all the Company’s settlements on the coast of 
Coromandel, on the 14th of May, 1730. The first few months of his 
aaministration were sufficiently occupied in receiving the comnlaints 
against Gooda Anconah, the Chief Dubash of Governor Macrae, already 
recorded m the previous chapter. But the following little entry 
witnia two days of his accession, having reference to the repeal of 
Govenior Macrae’s order against the exportation of silver, is worthy 
of being preserved. ^ 

‘ Saiwr^y, 16tik May, 1730. — The President observing that in 
Consnjfcation the 25th Aagnst last, the prohibition against exporting 
silver only was taken ofE, and that that on gold is still oontinuedi 
t Honorable Company that it 

sfaonld be taken off from both : wherefore ordered that the Secretary 
pve public notice, that the inhabitants and others have full libertv 
to carry their gold into the country nncoined." 

oSa Anoi^f exhibits the punishment awarded against ' 

p30.— The President representing to the 
iioard-that Gooda Anconah having been fined 20,000 pagodas, which 
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is ordered by the Cornpany to be laid out in grain and distriboted 
amongst the poor; but it being doubted whether there will be suffi- 
cient eSects found to answer the other just demands upon Anconah, 
he proposes that the fine when levied shall lie in the Oompauy’s 
Oaah till that is known, and afterwards make the distribution, which 
is agreed to.’" 

In dealing with the annals of Governor Macrae’s administration 
we have sufficiently indicated his arbitrary^ character. We however 
publish the following extract as a still further illustration of the 
relation which existed in old time between the President and mem- 
bers of Council, 

Monday, 22nd June, IIZO.—- Alter reading the letter (from the 
Directors animadverting on the arbitrary conduct of Governor 
Macrae) the President told the Board that he hoped always to see 
such an harmony there, that every thing would go with unanimity ; 
but as the former administration had been refiecced upon for severely 
treating those Gentlemen who spoke their opinions freely, it behoved 
him to declare that, as his intention was to serve the Company in the 
best manner, be should be glad of their advice upon all occasions ; 
and as he thought it to be every man’s right to enter his dissent 
whenever he pleased, he should be far from resenting, either by his 
influence or power, so justifiable a practice.” 

" The following notice concerning the origin of the “ M’’ Pagodas is 
very interesting. 

** Saturday, 6th Septemh&i\ 1730. — The President observing to the 
Board what is recommended in the last general letter concerning the 
badness of pagodas, desires this affair may be now taken into consider- 
ation, and that the Assay Master may be sent for to assist with his 
advice. Mr. Weston was accordingly called in, and acquaints us that 
the pagodas grow daily worse ; and that some he tried in May last 
were no better than eighty-tbree and a half touch ; whereas they 
ought to be of the value of the Negapatara pagodas, which is eighty- 
five and three quarters. The Board taking into consideration the 
danger the Company’s estate is in ; and that commerce must inevitably 
sufier if this uncertain money circulates longer unsuspected ; and 
that though we defer taking proper measures to prevent this abuse at 
present, at last there will be an absolute necessity to do it (may be, 
when it will give a much greater shock to trade); and likewise no time 
can be so proper as when the Company’s cash is so low, as now by the 
large draught sent to the Bay by the ** Oadogan.” We therefore come 
to the following resolution, in order to secure the Company’s estate, 
which we hope will be sufficient to open the eyes of every body else, 
who must otherwise be undone by their credulity. 

That a new pagoda be coined of equal weight and fineness with 
the Megapatam pagoda, and with the same stamp, only distinguished 
with the letter M on each side the image ; which shall be current ia 



504 


00VEEN0B8EIP OF 


[1730-™.3L 


all branches of the Gompany^s business, and tbafc no other sort shall 
be paid or received, excepting in the Horthem investments, where 
the old Madras pagoda is only current. But as this resolution cannot 
foe put in practice till we have a supply of gold from China and else- 
where to make a circulation, we declare that this order of the Board 
shall not be in full force till the first of May ensuing ; when we are 
in hopes the Eastern ships will be returned, and the merchants have 
sufficient time to coin the gold they purchase into the above said 
specie ; which were we to insist upon before a supply arrives, they 
must be obliged to melt down the present coins, and be considerable 
losers in giving it a new stamp.’’ 

In the first chapter of the annals of the administration of Gover- 
nor Macrae, we found occasion to notice at some length the steps 
ta]j;en to increase the business at the Madras Mint, and to put a stop 
to the coinage of inferior rupees by the country powers. Mr. Macrae 
expected to carry out bis plan by preventing the exportation of silver, 
and reducing the mint charges. The prohibition however was 
repealed, as we have seen, and of course led to the reconsideration of 
the allowance made to the Brahmin minters in the Madras Mint, 
On the same day therefore that the Assay Master was summoned to 
give his opinion upon the bad pagodas, he took the opportunity of 
representing the case, of the Minis Brahmins. The circumstance is 
thus recorded. 

At the same time Mr. Weston the Assay Master delivers a peti- 
tion from the Mint Brahmins, representing the hard conditions 
upon which they are obliged to coin rupees; which they consented 
to, only because they were promised and flattered that there should 
be a prohibition of all uncoined silver being exported ; by which 
means they would be so perpetually employed that their gains would 
be equal to, or more than what it was before ; and requesting that 
half per cent, more be allowed them as heretofore ; since we had 
thought fit to take off the prohibition. Upon due consideration of 
the matter, we agree to their' request; being sensible that the pro- 
hibition of exporting silver inland was the motive that iiidnced them 
to consent to coin at tbe present rate ; and lest too great a restraint 
upon them who are numerous and poor, should tempt them to 
debauch tbe coin, which is well known to be tbe practice in foreign 
mints where the Arcot rupee is coined cheaper.” 

The regulation of the price of grain appears to have been a mania 
with the Madras Governors in the olden time, notwithstanding the 
severe lessons they had received respecting the utter impracticability 
of such measures. The following extracts tell their own story. 

Tuesday, 29th ^^pimnher, 1730. — Great complaints being made 
merchants, dealing- in rice and paddy, secrete the same, and 
'fwilhhoid its coming to market ; and it being' necessary, in order 
'm pweat the lll-ecmsequenees of such a practice, to- he informed 
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of the quantities of grain in the place, and the possessors thereof : 
it is ordered that public notice be given, that all persons being 
possessed of more than 6 garoe of rice or paddy, do declare tbe 
same within 8 days to Messrs. Hubbard and Morse, on peoaltj 
of being severely fined ; and that whomsoever shall, within 8 days, 
after, discover and prove any such concealment shall Lave 10 pagodas 
as reward.^^ 

** Tuesday^ Wh October, 1730. — Notwithstanding the order of last 
Gonsiilcation for discovering the stock of grain in the place, the 
Committee acquaint the Board that they received notice only of a 
few small parcels ; whereby it appears the Merchants hoard up their 
grain in oi*der to enhance the price ; and the markets having been 
quite empty for several days, and consequently the poor grievonsly 
distressed thereby : — it is ordered that all the Merchants dealing in 
grain by the great, be obliged to sell their stock on hand at the rat© 
of (iO pagodas per garce for rice, and paddy at 80 pagodas ; that the 
retailers shall be obliged to sell it again rice at if measures for 
one fanarn, and twice the quantity of paddy, and no dearer on any 
pretence whatever ; that Messrs. Hyde, Burton, Beers, and Mors© 
he appointed as a Committee to see these orders complied with, and 
the markets fully supplied at that rate; and that they may be tho 
better able to do this, it is ordered that no grain be sold between the 
hours of six in the evening and six in the morning; and also that 
the Committee be authorized to seal up all godowns or repositories 
of grain in order to secure the same for public use/* 

Ordered that the Secretary do give public notice thereof.” 

The following very extraordinary story is best told in the language 
of the original record. 

“ Monday, llth January, 1781. — The President acquaints the Board 
that a very surprising accident having happened this morning, which 
by a false representation might be used very much to the detriment 
’ of his character; he thinks it incumbent on him to clear that, by 
giving them the whole account of the affair which is thus. On© 
Gruapa, a person frequently entrusted with the sale of diamonds, 
had for some months amused him with the notice of having in his 
custody a diamond of the most extraordinary size that had beea 
known ; which made the President very desirous to treat with him 
about the purchase of it ; which the man seemed inclined to, and 
promised to bidng the diamond to the President ; but wifch a number 
of trifling excuses he delayed and shifted it off from one time to 
another till last Wednesday ; when Gruapa came to him in Company 
with Ponchola Kistna and Permaul, and told him he had brought th© 
diamond he promised, but could not then let him see it, the said 
owner not being in the way ; and then delivered him a lar^e bulse, 
sealed with three seals, which he said were the owneris, who would 
wait on the President in a few days and strike the bargain. The 
' President observed to him that the atamp of on© of the three seals 
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was imnerfeot), which he immediately offered to correct, with his own 
seal Bat the President being very desirous to see the diamond, told 
him if he had power to alter the seal, he had power to open the bulse; 
on which he recollected himself, and tearing off a piece of his clout, 
carefully wrapped that about the bulse, and fixed a seal thereon ; which 
was a small cornelian stone he took from his turban; and so he left 
the bulse ; haying at seyeral times received before 1,300 pagodas, which 
he said the owner was in immediate want of. The next morning the 
President went to the Mountand carried the bulse with him; thinking 
it more secure with himself than any where else; but before he had 
been at the Mount many hours, he was surprised with the news of 
Gruapa^s being dead ; that he died suddenly in the morning, without 
discovering any previous symptoms of illness. Mr. John Roach and 
Mr. Rawson Hart were present with him when he received this news ; 
which he was very sorry for, and he immediately told those Gentlemen 
of his having received a very large diamond from the deceased, and 
ebowed them the bulse ; and furnher told them it had been possible 
to secrete such an affair; but he assured them, though he had not 
agreed for the sum, he was resolved the man’s family should have full 
as much as he could afford to have given had the man been alive. 
After the President's return from the Mount, he was acquainted that 
the same Griiapa had been with Mr. Macrae, and offered to lodge with 
him a large diamond upon receiving 10,000 pagodas ; but he refusing 
to let Mr. Macrae see the diamond they came to no agreement. This 
story gave some suspicion to the President, who being willing to be 
*satisfied, and not knowing who the owner was, he sent for Mr. Roach 
and Mr. Hart, who had before seen the bulse; and showing them 
the seal and satisfying them the bulse was in the same condition he 
received it, did in their presence cut it open without defacing the 
seals ; and all that was found therein was a large sandy stone which he 
delivers to the Board to view. Mr. Roach and Mr. Hart, being preseo t 
at this narration, declare upon oath that the parts when they are 
mentioned to be present are true. Captain Eckman, who had been 
very conversant with this man for a long time, being examined and 
shown the outer seal, declares upon oath that he remembers it very 
well, and knows it to be a seal that the deceased Gruapa had in his 
custody; and that the inscription thereon is the word ^‘Ragauaculoo;’' 
and gives this further testimony concerning it, that Gruapa once 
offered to give him that cornelian before it was cut, but not caring to 
accept of it, his dubash desired Gruapa would cause it to be cut for him, 
but not being done to his liking be returned it to Gruapa. Captain 
Eckman's dubash was called for, and asked bis name, he says it is 
Ragauaoiiloo ;* and being examined concerning the seal he declares 
he knows it very well, and gives the same account of it that Captain 
Hcfcman had done." 

• Our readers will scarcely know which to admire most ; the wily 
devemess of Gruapa, the prudence of that canny Scott Macrae, or 
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t]ie regular take in of Governor Pitt. The sudden death of the xnaa 
at the very nick of ,^me is not the least curious feature in the case. 
What further transpiredj after the discovery of the sand stone in the 
place of the diamond, is not recorded. Most likely Mr. Pitt had to 
put up with the loss of the 1,300 pagodas which he had advanced ; 
whilst the story excited far more mirth amongst the young Writers 
and Factors than ever reached the ears of the Honorable the Governor 
of Fort St. George. 

The proceedings of that terrible pirate Angria from his strong- 
holds at Gheria and Saverndroog on the Malabar Coast, are illus- 
trated by the following significant letter addressed to the Governor 
and Council by the Captain of the King George Galley, 

Gentlemen, 

I am informed Angria’s Grabbs have taken one of the Honorable 
Company’s Galleys, and very much disabled a second by taking the 
advantage of attacking and boarding them astern, where they can 
bring no guns to defend them ; upon which I have consulted my 
officers on board, and find that in 5 or 6 days, if you think proper 
that we stay so long, we can cut two ports for guns that will carry a 
three pound shot, and mount our swivel guns on oar Gunnels, and 
prepare ourselves with necessaries to defend against being attacked 
in the like manner. 

I am, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

King George’s Gally,') ' Eiceard Boulton.” 

February Srd, 1731. j 

The following extracts illustrate the proceedings which were 
adopted at this period against the Osfeend interlopers. 

Monday, 6th April, 1731. — The President acquaints the Board 
that he is advised the Ostend ship that was at Merga, went lately to 
Pondicherry, but was denied the liberty of that Port ; whence sha 
went to Tranquebar, and obtained protection from the Danes, where 
she continues in order to procure a cargo for Europe. Wherefore ha 
proposes that the prohibition hereafter entered, be published in all 
languages, to prevent all commerce or correspondence directly or 
indirectly with the Osteiiders, or any concerned with them, which is 
unanimously agreed to.” 

Monday, 6th April, 1731.— George Morton Pitt, Esq., President 
and Governor of Fort St. George and Council, to all whom these 
presents may come, Greeting. 

“ Whereas, there is lately arrived on this coast a ship, carrying the 
colours of the Emperor of Germany, and is now riding in the port of 
Tranquebar endeavouring to procure a cargo for Europe ; which being 
contrary to the interest of the Honorable the English East India 
Company, and to the Treaties in force between the respective nations. 
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** The Board taking into consideration the ill consequences which 
must necessarily follow on such irregular proceedings, agreed that a 
charge be drawn up and given Mr. Peers, agreeable to the tenor o£ 
the said depositions ; and that it be signified to him that his answer 
thereto be ready on Monday nest. 

Having called in and examined Mr. Fosley and Mr. Solomon, th® 
latter of whom absolutely denied everything charged upon him, and 
the former denied that he had lifted his fist at the Unsign.^ came to 
the following resolutions. • 

‘‘That Mr. Paul Fosley be suspended from tbeHonorableCompany^sf 
Service, and that the Secretary notify it to Mr. Henry Solomon, who by 
these actions is apparently guilty of a breach of the covenants entered 
into with the Company ; tlaat he must prepare for Europe in twelve 
months. To which Kesolves Messrs. Hubbard and Morse dissented.^* 
The deposition respecting this unique case are entered in the con- 
sultation books of the same day as follows. 

Tuesday i Tlth April, 1731. — Ensign Peele declaretb. — That he 
being commander of the Choultry Guard heard a very great noise in. 
the Street. He called to the Serjeant and Oorporal to know the 
meaning, who could not inform him, but suspected it to be the 
uproai’ of some drunken Sailors. Whereon he ordered a part of the 
guard to be in readiness to seize and suppress them. When they 
had advanced just opposite to the Choultry guard, he perceived 
there was three persons in one palankeen, who proved to be Mr. 
Peers, Mr. Foxley, and Mr. Solomons ; which being so loaded broke 
down with them, and on this disaster the clamour was louder thaa 
before. On which be went to them, and said, ‘‘ Gentlemeai, I beg 
^ you will consider what time of night it is, and that you will depart 
about your occasions and not disturb the Garrison.” On this Mr* 
Peers came up to him in a very particular manias, and cried,—* 
“ Who are you Sir ?” He answered, “ I am commander of this guard ; 
and it is ray duty to preserve the peace, and I hope you won't disturb 
it” Sir 1” Said Mr. Peers, “ we know who you are very well, and 
shall deal with you accordingly.” Mr. Henry Solomons came up and 
said the Ensign is drunk, what signifies talking to such a drunken 
fellow ; speak tio the Serjeant ; I know him to be a sober man.'' He 
replied, “ Gentlemen, if you had drank no more than I, there would 
have been none of this disturbance touiight.” Mr. Paul Foxley coming 
near with bis hands behind him, then thrust one of them almost in 
his face, which made him, who had hia sword in his hand but not 
drawn, point it to him, and order him to keep his distance, and not 
dare to insult him in such a manner in the face of his Guard. Mr. 
Foxley said, ‘‘ You Sir, what do you pretend to f don't you see who 
is in our company; and that, after some vollies of oaths and threats, 
they retired to the main guard. All which I attest to be true, 

Qeoeob Pbbli.” 
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** Gapfeain Eckman being sent for, and questioned what passed on 
his guard on Saturday night last with respect r»o Mr. Peers and some 
others in his company, answers as follows. That he being Com- 
mander of the Main G-uard on Saturday last, was alarmed with a 
violent knocking at the Port Gate about two o'clock in the morning ; 
that the Serjeant coming to him and acquainting him that Mr. Peers 
and some others desired to speak with him, he went down to them ; 
when Mr. Peers told him the Ensign of the Choultry gate was drunk 
and4iad insulted him, and commanded him to confine the Ensign 
immediately. That he told Mr. Peers he could not take an officer 
olBE his guard without putting another in his stead, and at that time 
he had not one to relieve him ; but he sent for the Ensign, and 
examined him on Mr. Peers' complaint, and the Ensign, who appeared 
to him to be perfectly sober, gave him the account of the matter 
which is merely a repetition of what has been already stated.*' 

‘‘ Captain Eckman declares that, after the Ensign was returned, 
he sent to be further satisfied for the Serjeant and Corporal, who 
related the same story exactly, and averred the Ensign was perfectly 
sober. Notwithstanding which, Mr. Peers insisted the Ensign should 
be confined, and commanded him positively to do it. To soothe him 
he told Mr. Peers he would secure the Ensign, and take care be 
should be forthcoming in the morning to answer any complaint." 

Here follows the charge against Mr. Peers. 

“ Copy of a charge esshihited hy the President and Council of Fort 
8L George against Mr. Charles Peers, one of the Members of the said 
Council. 

" For that complaint hath been made by Ensign Peele, that you, 
Charles Peers, with other disorderly companions, viz. Mr. Paul 
Foxley, and Mr. Henry Solomons, did on Saturday night last, between 
the hours of one and two, approach the Choultry Guard with a great 
noise and disturbance; and being come very near to the Guard, you 
did in a most unseemly and unwarrantable manner, insult and threaten 
the said Ensign, who was commander there. That not being con- 
tented with the abuse and insult to his face, you went to the Main 
Guard, which having alarmed with repeated noise and knocking, 
you demanded to speak with the Captain. That when he came, you 
unjustifiably assumed to command, and peremptorily required him 
to obey your orders, and confine the aforesaid Ensign ; and this you 
positively insisted on, notwithstanding all the soft persuasions to the 
contrary, and the representations of the injustice and irregularity 
of such a proceeding. 

Which actions being highly culpable in themselves, and having 
a direct tendency to subvert and destroy all good order and Govern- 
ment, which you as a member is more particularly bound to support 
and conserve the quiet of. 

‘‘You are hereby required to answer to this charge, which answer 
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is expected on Monday the 3rd May next, at 10 o’clock in the fore- 

noon/ 

Before going any further with the charge against Mr. Peers it may 
beM well to notice what has been already stated, that two members 
or Oouncil, Jir. Hubbard and Mr. Morse, dissented from the punish- 
ment already awarded to Mr. Poxley and Mr. Solomons. The dissent 

IS tfais entered m the consultations. 

^ * We dissent from that part of the Consultation wherein Mr. F<plej 
IS ordered to be suspended and Mr. Henry Solomons sent home : 
because we are not fully satisfied that the charge laid against them 
IS clearly made good in every respect, as we find those gentlemen 
deny the worse part of it; whose assertions of their innocence 
ought in our opinion to have some weight. But admitting that 
the matter happened as the officers of the Guard have represented 
it, we cannot help thinking the punishment more than adequate to 
the crime, and that a reprimand from the Board would have been 
more suitable to the nature of the ofiEence, as well as to the Oorapany's 
orders. ^ And we further think Mr. FoxIey*s long and faithful ser- 
vices might plead something in his behalf, and extenuate in some 
measure what is laid to his charge, wherein we don't find there was 
any ill intended to the welfare of the Garrison/* 

James Hubbaed. 
Nicolas Mokse. 

m now make an extract from tbe consultations of the 3rd of May, 
on which day Mr. Peers was to make bis answer to the charge before 
the Governor and Council. 

Monday, May^ 1731, — Mr. Peers being called upon for his 

answer to tbe charge exhibited against him, replied that he had not 
received any charge as he apprehended, but only a paper said to be 
a copy of one, without its being certified that the President and 
Council had approved thereof. But the Board telling him they had 
approved thereof, he then gave in his answer to it as entered after 
r Consultation ; wherein he demands a hearing face to face with 

^ the persons who have complained against him. He next proceeds to 
give an account of tbe affair, affirming that what noise they made 
was only laughing at the breaking of the palankeen, though perhaps 
the palankeen boys might be noisy; that the Ensign thereupon 
treated them haughtily instead of their insulting the Ensign; that 
they went to the Main Guard to complain of him, and denies that 
he used any haughty language to the Captain, or assumed any 
command over him. His answer therefore contains in it an account 
, of the proceedings of that night set in a different light than by the 
charge ; and a demand to have a hearing before the Board, as at 
large in the answer. He likewise takes notice that the thing 
happened on a Thursday night, whereas the charge lays it on the 
Saturday. 
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** He being wiblidrawn tbe error of tbe time allowed ; and a 
motion being made for calling in fcbe witnesses and Mi% Peers, it was 
resolFcd in the negative, because this Board did not act in this case 
as a Court of Judicature, but were only examining into the beha- 
viour of one of the members of it. 

Then the Board, taking into consideration the several deposi- 
tions on which the charge is founded, and Mr. Peers’ defence, did 
agr^e that the charge was fully made out and thereupon. 

“ Kesolved that Mr. Peers should be suspended the Comnany’s 
Service till their pleasure was known. To which Resolve Messrs. 
Hubbard and Morse dissented, not being of opinion that the charge 
was sufficiently supported/^ 

The following extracts from Mr. Peers’ defence contain all thoJb is 
of further importance or interest in the affair. 

To the Honomhh G-borob Morton Pitt, Esq., 

Fresideni ^ Governor of Fort St. George ^ GozmciL 
Hqnoeablb Sir and Sirs, 

After leaving Mr. Solomon’s house, we passed by the Choultry 
Guard in our way home; but just as we had turned the corner, 
in order to go up the street towards the Fort, the bamboo of the 
palankeen broke, upon which we got out of it laughing at the accident 
only; though it is very likely the palankeen fellows might make 
some noise among themselves on its happening, as indeed it is 
generally usual with them. But at this instant the Ensign (as iti 
proved, for on his fii’st appearance, being undressed and in his 
banyou coat I did not know him) came from oS his cot, and in a 
very haughty manner cryed out Hone of your disturbance. Gentle- 
men I Go along; if you don’t I will confine you on the Guard.” I 
said, ‘‘For what? that we had made no disturbance, but he might 
confine ua if he thought proper.” Upon which he told us “ so he 
would if we continued to make a disturbance ; that he really thought 
% our noise that the town was on fire.” I replied, **he could 
scarcely judge so by any we bad made, but that he might do as he 
pleased,” It is not impossible but. finding myself insulted without 
cause, I might talk pretty loud to him ; but I did not treat him with 
any ill manners, and by this time having pretty well recovered 
himsdf, he found I was one of the Company’s council ; upon which 
he said he was sorry to find Mr. Peers was there. I answered, “ He 
had occasion to be so, for that I did not know we had committed 
m lauli; nevertheless if be thought convenient to confine us he 
ffitighfe ; when I believed he would find who had really committed a 
disturbancse — thinking he had used me ill without just reason. 
Whereupcm I left him, and said I would go to the Main Guard and 
wquaint it with what had happened. During our discourse with 
the Ensign here, Mr. Foxley said, he thought it was impertinent in 
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him to use one of the Council as he had done; and told him he did 
not appear in his guard in a proper garb as an officer ; and Mr. Henry 
Solomons said he was bufc just risen from off his cot, and could not 
well judge, bidding him ask the Serjeant and Corporal of the Guard 
if we had made any disturbance. Being come to the Main Guard 
gate which was shut, I knocked there, and desired to sneak with the 
Captain ; who after a small time came down from his room to me 
on the parade. I informed him of what had passed at the Choultry, 
whereupon he ordered the Ensign to be called up ; but immediately 
afterwards I said, ** Captain Eekmao, can you send for the Ensign 
off his Guard? To which he answered, ‘‘Yes Sir I have sent for 
him.-' I replied, “ you be pleased then to send some body to take 
care of the Guard; there seems to be a good sober sergeant or two 
here.” And he said again, “ I will see the Guard taken care of 
After the Ensign was come up, Captain Eckman asked him why he 
had stopped the Gentlemen as they were passing by? Who told 
him, because we made a very great noise and disturbance I assured 
Mr. Peele hereupon that there was no noise other than what might 
he from the breaking of the bamboo ; and as we had not made any 
disturbance, if he would only say so it would be sufficient, and I would 
have nothing more to say to it. But he answered “No Sir, I cannot 
say so;’' and upon this 1 said to Captain Eckman, “Then Sir you 
will please to relieve the Ensign, and keep him here till the morning, 
till you can acquaint the Governor with what has happened.” Which 
he promised to do, telling us it was usual to report to him every 
morning from the Guards. In talking with Captain Eckman, but 
whether before or after the Ensign was come up I cannot positively 
recollect, I did tell him, if he did not care to concern himself about 
it I would go and acquaint Mr. Powke ; and further that as we or the 
Ensign must be in the wrong, to put either us or him on the Guard. 
To which he gave for answer, — “ I will take care of him,” and so 
ordered the gates to be opened to let us out of the Town.” 

JVU ^ «SSi» <12|» - •'UU ■ ■ ■ 

“ I must account it a very great misfortune to lie under the odium 
of a charge ; but as I am free on that account to urge anything in my 
own behalf, I would in the next place recommend to yon to consider, 
that the subject-matters of complaint is not for any infidelity to our 
Honorable Masters, or breach of trust committed ; so that whilst I 
have not in violation of our common oath of fidelity to them, or our 
Covenants, been unfaithful to their interests in committing any enor- 
mities they particularly provide against, such as of abusing the trust 
they repose in us by vexing and distressing the inhabitants ; whether 
* by extortion under the suspicious pretext of perquisites not allowed 
by them or by any other means, wilful mismanagement or misappli- 
cation of their revenues, embezzlement of their goods, corruption and 
acts of violence, waste of their money, dr over charges in the prices 
of gpods bought with it and the like 1 say, while I have not only 
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kept mj hands clear of all these crimes, and my character free from 
the imputation of any of them, but have done the Company some 
services too, which have been approved ; I will not fear so hard a 
fate as to fall for one single, I may call it slight indiscretion, which 
has not been attended with any ill consequences, nor are any likely 
to follow it ” 

Most of onr readers will probably agree with us that the fuss made 
about this trivial affair, and the cruel punishment awarded to the 
three gentlemen concerned, seem to require some farther explanation. 
We are sorry that it is not in our power to afford such an explana- 
tion, beyond stating the fact that the age was that of “ Bir Charles 
Grandison” and “ Clarissa Harlowe,” when private immorality was 
considered of little or no consequence, so long as it did not interfere 
with outward decorum, A century ago, the upper and middle classes 
were slaves to decorum ; as any one will be able to call to mind who 
ever enjoyed the felicity in boyhood of listening to the old world 
stories of grandmothers or great-grandfathers. We have however 
much satiskction in informing our readers that the Directors at 
home reversed the sentence against the three unfortunate gentlemen; 
and that after the expiration of a year Mr. Peers was restored to his 
seat in the Council. 

Had Edie Ochiltree lived in those days, he would no doubt have 
found frequent occasion to converse with Governor Pitt about 
diamonds and sand stones, and with Mr, Peers about Ensign Peeie 
and broken down palanquins. 

« — ■ ■ 

CHA-PTER XXi. 

OOYEENOESHIP OP MB. GEORGE MORTON PITT. 

(Go%ivmed.)\ 

1732—35. 

We have now arrived at a period in the annals of Madras when a 
change begins to come over thq, relations between the little English 
colony and the Native powers. Eor some years the Carnatic would 
appear to have enjoyed comparative tranquillity under the Nabob 
Sadatulla Khan who held his court at A root. But great events 
were looming in the distance. The Mogul empire was soon to be 
threatened by the Mahrattas, who were attaining a power and influ- 
ence superior even to that exercised by the renowned Sevajee. The 
Bekkan was fast becoming an independent kitigdom under the Nizam 
Cheen Kulich Khan ; whilst Southern India was in the eve of those 
great revolutions, in which England and France were to appear as 
combatants under rival princes, and in which that great struggle was 
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to comroence which teriniuated in the establishment of the British 
empire. Accordingly the remaining portion of the annals of Madras 
in the olden time, may demand a few further illustrations from the 
light of contemporary history, than has hitherto been found necessary; 
but such illustrations shall be as brief as possible, and be merely 
restricted to such as are absolutely required to explain the entries in 
the records of Madras. 

Our first entry in the year 1732 refers to the Marattas. Shao, the 
grandson of Sevajee, reigned at Sabtara, which at that time was the 
capital of the Mahratta dominion. The Bajah however was a man 
of pleasure, and left the alSairs to his celebrated minister Bajee Bao, 
better known as the Peishwa. Bajee Rao must be regarded as the 
founder of what may be called the 'second Mahratta empire. At an 
early period he had contemplated the conquest of Belfai, and the 
establishment of the Mahratta power upon the ruins of the Mogul. 
Bub he was thwarted by the intrigues of enemies at Sattara, and 
involved in a contest with the Nizam. The opposition of two such 
men as the Peishwa and the Nizam would be well worthy of notice 
in a history of India, but would be out of place here. 

In 1732 some sort of berms were apparently concluded between the 
Peishwa and the Nizam. But in the spring we find that tbe Mah- 
ratta’s were entering the Carnatic ; and that Sadatulla Khan, Nabob 
of Arcot, and Abdul Nab by Khan who appears to have been a Pafcan 
Nabob of Ciiddapa, were marching out to meet them. Accordingly 
the political department of the Madras Presidency was put into 
working order; though, as our readers will perceive from the follow- 
ing entry, the expenditure of the department was placed on a footing 
which in these times we cannot but regard as strictly economical 

Monday^ Aprils 1782. — The Spy peon at Arcot, having 
advised tbe President that the Mahrattas are entered this part of the 
country, and our Nabob gone bo join Abdulnabby Khan in order to 
withstand them; and requesting, in case he be to follow the camp, 
an advance to bis pay in consideration of the great expense he must 
necessarily be at in so doing ; — agreed that he be allowed ten pagodas 
per month while he is in the camp, instead of the four which he 
receives when at A root. 

The records next introduce us to a gentleman who was subse- 
quently to become , famous in the annals of Madras. The great 
Labourdonnais, who fourteen years afterwards was to achieve the 
capture of Port St. G-eorge, first appears upon the stage in 1 732. A 
year or two previously he had interposed in a quarrel between some 
* Arabian and Portuguese ships in the harbour of Mocha; and his 
service on that occasion had recommended him so strongly to the 
Viceroy of Goa, that th^ Viceroy appointed him agent of Ms Portuguese 
Majesty on the coast of Coromandel. Here, according to Mill, he 
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remained for two years, perfecting ins knowledge of tbe traffic and 
navigation of India. In tbe following entry lie appears also to have 
been engaged in assisting the Oatend interlopers. 

** Monday, May, 173*2.— The President acquainted the Board 
that he bad received advice that one Monsieur LaBoordonnais in a 
French Ship, had carried from Porto Novo between four and five 
hundred bales for the Ostenders to Goa, and had put them on board 
her there ; and tlkat he had in particular applied to the Viceroy for 
liberty to transport one hundred bales, custom free ; which be was 
informed, being obtained, had occasioned a dispute between the 
Ticeroy and the Custom Master ; of which it is agreed to write to 
Bengal,, and to desire the President and Council there to examine 
Captain Dixon who was at Goa at that time about this afiair.” 

Otyr next extracts refer to the .^abob of Arcot, and will explain 
themselves. 

Thursday, 22nd June, 1732.— Imaum Sahib, Buxie (Paymaster) 
to the Habob, and on© of the greatest influence in that Court, making 
a visit to our President, it is agreed, in consideration that it is in his 
• power greatly to assist or prejudice our affairs, that a present be 
made him agreeable to what was formerly given Dacknaroy on a like 
occasion.*' 

** Monday, 17th July, 1732. — The French having wrote a letter of 
condolence to the Habob on the death of his wife, and accompanied 
it with a present ; and our Brahmin writing that the letter our 
President wrote on that occasion is kept back ; — it is agreed that a 
piece of Broadcloth, and six. bottles of Bose Water, be sent to accom- 
pany it. 

“ Monday, 14iih August, 1732. — The President acquaints the Board 
that he took an opportunity when Imaum Sahib was here, to dis- 
course to him about the ill state of the Company's irivestment, and 
to desire his countenance atid assistance in advancing it; which had 
bad so good an effect as to engage Imaum Sahib's recommendation 
to the Nabob; who had sent his orders to the several Governments 
under his jurisdiction, that the weavers should work for none but 
our Mercbaiits, as appears by the letters sent the President. Trans- 
late of which is entered after this consultation." 

“ From Nabob Sadatulla Khan Baliader, 

I received yourletterof condolence, which you sent me in confirm- 
ation of our established friendship. Certainly that which so greatly 
affiicts me must also be very near to you ; we must all submit to the 
will of the Great God, which alone supports me unde)^ so great a loss. 

** Your present of two pieces of Broadcloth and six flasks of Bose 
mte I have received,, and esteem it agreat mark of your friendship. 
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** I have sent tlirongb means of Imaiim Sahib, orders to the several 
Havildars of Towns where you provide your goods, to give you all 
the liberty possible, to serve you only, and nob to permit of any 
hindrance whatever. What can I say more 

“ From Imaum Sahib. 

From the time I left your Honor nothing has so much run in my 
mind as your goodness. You then mentioned to me something about 
your cloth trade. I had nob bill now an opportunity to speak to the 
Habob of it, by reason of his wife's death, 

I have made my request to him, and procured his several pnr- 
wannaa, which I now send your Honor; and you must take care to 
forward them to your Goraasfeas. If after this there happens any 
hindrance or neglect, pray let me know, and troopers shall foe sent to 
deliver them in their presence lo your several Gomastas. 

I received your two letters, and have delivered them, with your 
present of two pieces of Broad Cloth and six flasks of Bose water, to 
the Nabob, and he has sent an answer to you. 

“ I desire your Honor will write your Gomastas to send me a piece 
of cloth with the nrice as you approve of ; and I will endeavour to 
get a quantity made in the parts under my command. 

The Nabob sends you eight pieces of Beetelaes, two pieces of 
Moorees, and some Otah Boses, by Meer Sadulah, which please to 
accept and command me in any thing you have this way,” 

The following circular order was accordingly sent by the Nabob 
of Arcot to the several Havildars under his jurisdiction, 

“ The people of the Governor of Madras, who come to your country 
to buy cloth, is the occasion of my writing this; to let you know it 
is my will you give strict order to all the merchants in your parts, 
to sell such goods as are proper for the Governor of Madras only to 
his people, and that they immediately deliver whatever cloth they 
have ready to his Gomastas. What they refuse you permit them to 
sell any where. Take care that none buy such goods in your parts 
but his people ; for this is my strict command ; and take penalties 
from your merchants to perform the same.” 

The Havildars to whom the above order was despatched, were as 
follows. The Haviidar of Gonjeveram and Foonamallee, of Wal- 
ladoor, of Vellore, of Salavacca and Collepetta, of Cudangallee, of 
Ganacayoor and Trevatool, and of Warnapollam, also the Eenter of 
Foonamallee, and the Haviidar of great Gonjeveram. 

The revenues of Madras at this time amounted to nearly 65,000 
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pagodas, or more thaa £ 30 , 000 , 


As the subject is 
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Quit rents, viz. Pags. F. O. 

Bafcteea rent and shro:^ dnty for one year ... 320 0 0 

Amonnt of the rent roll to 31st 

Angnstl732 2,585 22 0 

Deduct charges ... ... 33 12 

Bad debts 33 0 66 12 0 

a, 499 10 0 2,m W 0 

Scavengers’ duty. 

Amount of the assessment ... ... ... 1,109 33 0 

Deduct charges and allowances ... 611 21 50 
Bad debts... ... ... ... 25 26 0 

637 11 50 472 21 30 

Sea Customs from first month January to ultimo December ... 82,546 14 4 

Band Customs do. ... ... ... ... ... 7,800 3 73 

... ... '■ ...1,031' ':27' 24. , 

Total Amount of the Bevenue at Port St. Qeorge Pagodas. 64,190 4 51 

Sadatulla Kban, Nabob of Arcot, died this year, probably of grief 
for the loss of bis wife. Orme tells us that having no issue, he 
adopted the two sons of his brother ; appointing the elder Dost Ali 
to be Nabob of Arcot ; the younger Bober Ali to be Governor of 
Yellore ; and Gulam Hassein, the nephew of his wife, to be Dewan of 
Arcot. Orme also adds, that these dispositions were made without 
that deference towards the Nizam, which the latter had determined 
to establish throughout all hhe Governments under his jurisdiction ; 
that this jealousy prevented Dost Ali from procuring a r^ular con- 
firmation from Delhi ; and that it is mid^^ that he only obtained 
some letters of approbation from the ITizier, without the proper 
forms of an authentic commission. These subjects were no doubt 
often discussed in Port St. George, and indeed only occurred about 
thirty years before Orme was himself a member of Council at Madras, 
Yet the authority of the records is somewhat opposed to that of Orme; 
for they expressly state that the appointments were made by the 
Nizam, and moreover contain a copy of the Pirmaun which the new 
Nabob received from Delhi, We quote the original entries. 

Monday i I6th October ^ 1732. — The Besident acquaints the Board 
that he has advice from Arcot that Dost Ali Khan, nephew to the 
late Nabob, had succeeded him in his government, but that he was 
not confirmed from Court. 

Monday, Sih January, 1733. — Dost Ali Khan and Goulam Hussatt 
Khan, having on the death of the Nabob been appointed by direction 
from Cheen Kulioh Khan, the one Nabob the other Dewan of the 
Cam atio country ; and it being agreed on all sides that this appoiot- 
men t will be confirmed from Court. It was agreed, in consideration 
oi Xj be necessity there is to engage them in our favour with respect 


520 


GOVBBmESEIP OF 


[1732—35- 


to tbe invesfement, and in consideration of tbe orders about it from 
tbe late Nabob, — not to defer tbe present usual on tbe accession of 
a Subah any longer ; that by appearing thus early in our acknow- 
ledgments, we may be able to keep our ground with onr neighbours 
the. French, who are generally much more expensive in their pre- 
■sents/' V .. 

The Firmaun granted to Dost Ali, is thus recorded in the consult- 
ationsi It professes to come from Mahomed Shah at that time 
Emperor at Delhi. 

Saturday, \Ztli January, 1733>— This Firmaun granted by me, 
Mahamud Shaw Patchaw Gauzee, to Dost Ali Khan, My Conjad, 
you may observe I have a great favour towards you. I am very 
sorry for the death of Sadatulla Khan Bahader, you are now in the 
room of the late Nabob, to look after the King^s affairs, with the 
greatest faithfulness, diligence, and honour. That nothing may 
happen contrary to the method that tbe old Nabob used. Loose 
none of his good rules and maxims ; by which you will get a good 
name among my faithful servants. I reckon you among them, and 
have sent you a Serapah, and a Serpanche set with stones, by my 
Gusbardar, which you must receive with great respect, and go out 
to meet it, and then wear it yonrself, See that you always obey my 
will.” 

At this time things were in considerable confusion in other parts 
of Southern India. Tbe Kajah of Mysore had died in 1731; and 
his successor was a mere puppet in the hands of those two celebrated 
ministers, Deoraj and Nunjeraj, who subsequently were in their 
turn compelled to give way to Hyder. Perhaps however tbe original 
record, which combines commercial with political data, will suffi- 
ciently illustrate the aspect of affairs. 

” Monday, Sill January, 1733. — Tomby Chetty, being called before 
tbe Board co make an indent for Broad Cloth for the year 1734, told 
them that he had so very large a stock on hand, and so considerable 
a quantity was expected in a few months, that he could not hope to 
dispose thereof in a great while longer than the arrival of those sMps ; 
that the countries of Mysore and Trichinopoly were in so great con- 
fusion on the death of the Princes of those countries, that there had 
been no trade for a considerable time past in those parts ; that the 
Cuddapa country had been in war ever since tbe death of Abdul 
Nabby Khan ; that the Mabrattas had plundered Vangalour adjoin- 
ing to Cuddapa, and that he bad been deprived for these reasons of 
any sales there ; and that the apprehensions of troubles in our own 
parts, during the sickness of our late Nabob, had put a stop to any 
considerable dealings even in the country round about us; so that 
he bad not sold above 300 bales for 15 months last past, and that 
therefore he could make no indent this year.” 

About the middle of this year Governor Pitt endeavoured to put 
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some resfericfeions iipoa the private trading between the diSerent 
ports o£ India, which was allowed to the Company’s servants* 
Accordingly the Governor and Council announced that it was their 
intention to permit no such trade for the future without their 
permission. Mr* Charles Peers however dissented, but his protest 
was of no avail. He then begged to be allowed to resign the service, 
with permission to reside in India as a free man. Subsequently 
however Governor Pitt discovered that Mr. Peers and Mr. Parks had 
been engaged in carrying on a clandestine trade to Europe, by way of 
Tranquebar ; and both the latter gentlemen were sent to England in 
obedience to the standing orders of the Company. 

The following domestic entries may be considered curious : — 

“ Thursday, 6th December^ 1733. — The Desks in the Secretary’s 
Office wanting covering, and the window shutters being through, 
length of time so decayed as to be useless in the Monsoon, and the 
silk shutters being likewise worn out, — ordered that the Paymaster 
do provide new ones. 

Several of the Books wanting to be new bound, — ordered that ifc 
be done, and when done that they be kept locked up ; and that the 
Gentleman of the office do attend from 8 to 11 every morning, except* 
Sunday, and if necessary from 4 to 6 in the afternoon ; and that the. 
office be open at no other time.” 

The following extract from a trade report, entered in the consul- 
tations of the 7th January 1734, will be found interesting, especially 
in its reference to the Cotton trade of the period. .Amongst the 
causes for the great decline in the import trade in the Company’s 
bounds, it was alleged. 

“ First, that the inland trade has been greatly impeded and 
obstructed for many years past by the Mahrattas, who infested and 
ravaged the kingdom of Mysore, the province of Oarnatta, and the 
Districts of Audenvenny, Bangalore, and Harrainpettah ; which hast 
hindered the Lingum and Canarese Merchants from coming to this 
part of the country ; who before those troubles used to bring annually 
to the Fair of Landepettah to the value of one hundred and thirty to 
one hundred and fifty thousand pagodas in cotton yarn only, the 
produce of which was brought down to the Sea ports, and chiefly to 
this, to be invested in Broad Olatb, Metals, and Bengal goods, for the 
consumption of the inland provinces.^^ 

On the 25th February, 1734, we find the following announcement, 
which was evidently intended for the encouragement of the cotton 
trade. 

“ The Honorable the President and Council do hereby give notice 
that they have thought fit, in order to enlarge the manufactures of 
this place and to facilitate the Company's investment, to permit all 
persons whatsoever to bring in Cotton and Cotton yarn free of all 
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cnsfeoms, provided always ii ifc be carried oufe again unmanufactured 
it shall pay the full customs ” 

The following curious entry will explain itself : — 

Monday, Ith January, 1734.— The President then acquainted the 
Boards that he had sometime ago spoke to our Merchants to consider 
of some proper measure to people our villages with those sorts of 
spinners and weavers who work the Company’s sort of cloth; that 
they had given him hopes of a subscription for that purpose when 
the present famine is over, but that the main objection to the intro- 
ducing those manufactures in several of the villages was the want of 
proper plantations of trees for the weavers to work under ; that only 
Trivatore, Nungumbauk, and Waseravally were at all planted, and 
them not sufficiently; but however the Merchants had wrote to 
Salem,' Worriapollam, and the other provinces to the southward, to 
encoumge some weavers to remove hither. If they do so, and there 
be no other obstacle, he proposed that, at the proper season, care 
should be taken to make sucli plantations in all our villages as are 
necessary for the purpose, which is approved and resolved upon.” 

In a previous chapter on the annals of Madras under Governor 
Collet, we had occasion, to notice the origin of Collet’s pettah,” 
which waa inhabited by painters and weavers, who had begged that 
their pettah might be called after the name of the Governor. This 
simple name however appears to have been a poser to our modern 
geographers, for in the large Government plan of Madras the English 
name of Collet” has been Tamulized into Kulatti;” though the 
original name is as well known to the Natives as Chimiapatanam. 
In the present chapter we have to draw attention to some particulars 
still more curious connected with the origin of Chindadre Pettah ; 
which we publish with the more pleasure, because the record is fast 
decaying. The details will be found singularly suggestive. 

“ 2l8i Octoher 1734. — ^The President acquainted the Board that he 
had received proposals from several persons for erecting a weaving 
town within our Bounds, by the name of Chindadre Pettah ; which 
proposals he now lays before the Board as follows. 

That those who shall come to inhabit there, shall be first 
approved fey a person to be appointed by the Governor and Council, 
and a pcution of ground allotted them to build on. 

“ 2ndly, That the houses they build shall be for them, their heirs 
and assigns ; hut if tbe 3 » let them fall down, and will not repair them * 
in six motd)hs after notice given them for that purpose, it shall fee 
lawful for the Company to give the ground to others. 

^ bat Weavers, Spinners^ and other persctis useful in 

^ W^inig trade, Painters, Washers, Dyers; Bettleoa merchants, 
j^iabiaw «l«d Dancing women, and other necessaw attendants on 

Pagoda^ sball inhabit the said town* 
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4}thhj, That there be bo distmotion of streets, htii that every 
caste may build in any of them. 

5iJ%, That the heads of the castes be chosen, and have power 
according to Salabad ; and that all disputes about debts or accounts 
between the inhabitants be decided by them, or other arbitrators ; and 
that the inhabitants of the said town shall not be liable to prosecn* 
tions in the Courts of Justice in Madras for any action of debt or 
account, but shall be proceeded against according to the customs of 
their several castes. 

** Qthly, That the said Town be free of all customs and tolls what- 
ever, till the Company’s pleasure be known; and that no custom 
shall hereafter be levied on them till it has been proposed to and 
approved by the Company ; except only thePedda Naiek’s duty, who 
is to have watch and ward according to Salabad ; and in particular is 
to have nine faiiams for every great house, six fanarns for every 
middling sized house, and three for every srnallone, paid him annually; 
in consideration of which, and the other aeciistomary duties to be 
allowed him, that he be obliged to make good all thefts and robberies 
therein committed. 

** 7thlyi That the goods made in the said town shall pay the same 
customs in Madras, as the same sort of goods made in other places 
pay ; and what are for the Company, agreeable to what paid for the 
game sorts by the Company’s Merchants. 

** Stilly^ That the said towii be erected in the spot of ground lately 
in the possession of Suncavencatachulum ; it being at a convenient 
distance from Madras, and having the advantage of a fresh water 
river on the back of it, which will be of great use to the inhabitants ; 
and that the Company do advance two thousand pagodas without 
interest for iSve years, to be paid in the hands of Chintomby MudaJiar 
and Yennala ^sTarrain Ohetty, in order to enable the people who shall 
come to reside there to build their bouses ; after which Chintotnby 
Mudaliar, Yennala Karrain Chetty, who engage to be security for 
this money, shall be allowed two years more for the collecting the 
same,, and shall pay it in as they collect it. 

** These proposals being taken into consideration, that since there 
is no probability of the Company’s wanting so small a sum of money 
as is demanded on this occasion ; that the securities are substantial 
and safe men, and consequently there is no danger of losing any part 
thereof ; and that the benefits arising from such a town to the Com- 
pany will be so many, and above all the encouraging the erecting of 
cloth manufactures within our Bounds being so strenuously recom- 
mended tons by the Honorable Court of Directors; it was unani- 
mously agreed that the President be desired to advance the said sum 
as occasion requires it, for the said purposes and on the said conditions. 

As to the spot on which the said town is proposed to be erected, 
the conveniency of fresh water, and a number of trees necessary for 
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the Weavers and Painters ; as also its neighbourhood to Madras 
making ifc by far the properest place that can be chosen ; — the Board 
consented to part with the same for this use ; having first enquired 
into the value thereof, which at the highest rate cannot be more than 
400 pagodas, and which they think is nob considerable enough to be 
put in competition with the advantages of the situation. 

It was then urged that perhaps some ill minded people might 
suggest that the 5bh article of the said proposals was an intVingemeut 
of the Royal Charter, as granting an immunity from the Jurisdiction 
of the Courts erected here by the authority thereof within the limits 
assigned them. To which it was answered, that it is undoubtedly iu 
the power of the Government on bringing new people from foreign 
parts, to agree with them on such berms as they would consent to come 
in upon. That the immunity be granted bo these new comers, being 
** such as none could” pretend to be aggrieved by “ them, and which 
are of” necessity, from the nature “ of the people'*’^ in a constant 
dependance on the heads of their several castes ; without which, and 
a power in those heads to enforce the obedience of those under them, 
’ there will be no possibility of bringing the design ever to perfection ; 
and thereby all the benefits which the Company proposes to themselves 
from bringing these manufacturers to live within the Bounds will 
be lost* That fatal experience has taught us that obliging the Renters 
of our villages to follow the English methods in their conduct to 
their under tenants and labourers, instead of the customs of the 
country, has been the occasion of more than half those lands lying 
uncultivated. Lastly, that the people proposed to be brought into 
the said town, being all bandy craft day labourers, it would be impos- 
sible for them to maintain themselves and families under the frequent 
avocations and charge that the delays necessarily incident to our 
forms must unavoidably occasion. Besides, if we divest ourselves 
of chose prejudices which are the bias in favour of our own customs, 
we shall think it strange and unreasonable to oblige a people to obey 
or pay a reverence to laws, they neither do or will ever understand, 
and to be bound in all their affairs to rules they cannot possibly 
know ; being neither wrote or published in their own language, and 
of which they are of necessity to purchase both the interpretation 
and the use. In a word, the conditions upon which they covenant 
to settle in our Bounds are: — To be allowed and tolerated in the free 
exercise of the religious and civil rights, which they have and enjoy 
in the parts they are a going to leave ; which if we cannot grant or 
protect therein, they will not settle among us ; and to all this that 
the grant proposed is consonant to the instructions which the 
Honorable Court of T)ireotors have so often, ever since the arrival of 
the charter, given us in their letters, viz. That causes between the 
natives may, and ought to be decided by their own customs among 

* The woids in inverted commas are conjectural, as scraps of the record have 
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themselves, or by Justices, or by Heferees, to be appointed bj them- 
selves (which can be nothing but the Heads so chosen among them- 
selves). That intermeddling with their old customs will occasion 
many mischiefs ; and that while they do nothing to the prejudice of 
the English Government, they be allowed to live in the full enjoyment 
of the privileges of their respective castes. 

Then the 6th article, whereby an exemption was demanded from 
all taxes and impositions, was debated ; and the President acquainted 
the Board that be had offered them first seven, then ten years to be 
free from those imposts; which he could get no other answer than 
that they did not pay them in their own country, and the limiting 
them to a certain term of years was only telling them, when that 
term came they must be gone again ; that he had thereupon promised 
them to use his endeavours with the Company that the said town 
might be free of duties for ever. That as by the Isb article, none 
are to be admitted into the said town but by permission from persons 
to be nominated by the Board, — it will be very easy to prevent any 
inhabitants of Madras, or the other villages, to remove to this 
town; and consequently none of the revenues can be affected there- 
by. In fine that the people would not come on other terms; but 
that however it was left to the Company to order what they thought 
fit herein, and we should shortly have their opinion and resolution 
thereupon, * But that it cannot be out of the memory of the Board, 
that in Mr, Macrae’s time, there was an attempt to levy the Beetle 
tax in some of the Villages, which occasioned so great a desertion of 
the inhabitants as to make it necessary to take it off again* 

** After which the Board went through the rest of the articles, and 
unanimously resolved to grant the cowle on the proposed terms, and 
directed the Secretary to get one drawn out accordingly.” 

282^^ Ootober^ 1734. — A cowle for erecting the town of Cfaindadre 
Pettab, agreeable to the terms eoncluded on last consultation, pro- 
duced and signed ; and five hundre<i pagodas advanced to Chintomby 
Moodeliar, and Vennala ISTarrain Ohetty, in part of the two thousand 
which by the said proposals are to be paid them for carrying it on.” 

** Monday, 9th Becemhei^ 1734. — Several persons wanting to build 
in Chindadre Fettah, it is agreed that Mr. Augustus Burton do allot 
r.hem portions of ground for that purpose ; taking care that none of the 
inhabitants of Madras, or the other villages belonging to the Company, 
be of the number of those whom he shall permit to reside there, and 
that they are such people only as are directed by the cowle.” 

On the 23rd January 1735 the Governorship of Mr. George Morton 
Pitt appears to have drawn to a natural close. On that day he 
embarked and^Mr. Benyon took his seat at the head of the Board. 
It is somewhat remarkable that Mr. Pitt retained his power until his 
final passage over the surf and departure for home. 
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CHi^PTISR XX.!. 

GOVERirORSHIP OF MR. RICHARD BENYOK. 

1735~-3G, 

Mr* Benyon became Governor of Madras at a critical period in the 
history of SontberE India, The instability of the throne of the ^ 
Mogul was felt in every durbar throughout the Peninsula ; for the 
succession no longer depended so much upon the Court at Befali as 
upon local intrigues ; and this state of things is fully illustrated by 
the notices of the intrigues which were carried on at Arcot subse- 
quent to the death of the respected Sadat ulla Khan. Again, from 
the time of Governor Macrae the Carnatic had suffered from a general 
famine, occasioned not so much by a failure in the rains, as by the 
neglect in repairing the tanks ; a neglect which chaTacteriaed the 
government of the Mogul, and led the unhappy Byots to look back 
with regret to the paternal rule of their own ]^jahs. This state of 
things is so lucidly explained in a general letter to the Court of 
Directors, dated 1733, that we extract the passage. 

Before this country was conquered by the Mogul, it was divided 
into several circles under the government of particular Bajahs, which 
descended from father to som Their revenues for the most part 
were from the produce of the land, and they therefore were always 
careful to keep up the banks of the tanks, or reservoirs of water, 
and to cleanse them of the mud ; of which they were at the expense 
themselves, knowing that the land would produce more or less accord- 
ing as they had a quantity of water. But the Moguls who have now 
the government of the country, and are continued in those govern- 
ments only during pleasure, do not think themselves under the same 
obligation to be at that expense for their successors. By which I*-- 
means in process of time the tanks are almost choked up, and great 
part of the lands lie uncultivated for want ‘of water. This alone 
would occasion grain to be scarce and of course dear ; to which, if we 
add the rapacious disposition of the Moguls, altogether intent upon 
making the most of their governments^ while they continue in them, 
we need not seek far for the reason why even within these ten years 
the lands which are tenanted are let for more than dojuble what they 
were before. Your Honors will easily conceive what effect it must ^ 
have upon the produce of such lands ; and we need not say much 
more to demonstrate it to you. Certain it is that Paddy at 25 pagodas 
the garce, is in these times thought cheap ; whereas 20 years ago at 
that price it was reckoned a famine. The scarcity at present is so 
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great that ifc sells for 40 pagodas a garce, and our ITovember rains 
failing us this year gives us a melancholy prospect of the next 
harvest.” 

The following is the official entry of Mr. Benyou^s accession ; — 

TJmrsdapi '2,Srd January, 1735. — George Morton Pitt, Esq., late 
President of this place, having embarked this morning on board the 
“ Mountagae ” and the succession to the Government devolving 
thereby on Richard Benyon, Esq.^late Deputy Governor of this place, — 
he accordingly takes the chair; and the Company's Servants and 
inhabitants all attending, the Secretary read the Letter from the 
Honourable Court of Directors dated the 10th November 1732, 
wherein the said Richard Benyon, Esq., is constituted President and 
Governor of this place on Mr. Pitt’s going away.” 

The following domestic entries are not devoid of interest : — 

** Thursday, 23rd January, 1735. — Sailed for England ‘‘the Moun- 
tague,” Captain Richard Goffiright, with Mr. Pitt our late President, 
Major Roach, and the Revd. Mr. Wynch Passengers ; and the “ Duke 
of Dorset,” Captain Thomas Gilbert, with Mr. Turner and his family 
on board.” 

Monday, 27th January, 1735.-— One of the Chaise horses being 
entirely spoiled, and the other very old and consequently useless, — 
agreed to sell them at outcry at the Seagate, and ordered the Pay 
Master to look out for another pair.” 

“ Monday, 10th March, 1735.— The Pay Master reports that he has 
purchased a pair of horses for 200 Pagodas-, in the room of the two 
old horses ordered to be sold.” 

“ Monday, IQth March, 1785. — The Company’s plate being very old, 
and most of it entirely useless, — ordered that the Pay Master fnelt* 
down the several particulars mentioned in a list entered after this 
consultation ; and a quantity of new plate being offered in exchange 
for the weight only, — it was agreed to accept the same, and that the 
difference between the produce of the one and the cost of the others 
be paid out of cash.” 

We may here remar-k that the general table had been originally 
supplied at the expense of the Company ; but what with the cheating 
of stewards, and the large consumption of wine and general extra- 
vagance, the expenditure gradually reached the large sum of 13,000 
pagodas, or nearly £6,000 per annum. Accordingly the general 
table was abolished in the year 1722, and the President was allowed 
7,000 pagodas per annum as an equivalent. From this sum he made 
an allowance of ten pagodas per ‘’mensem to each of the members of 
Council, and eight pagodas per mensem to each of the under servants, 
contenting himself with the remainder^ which however he found 
short of the expense. Whether the Company's servants continued 
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to diet together is no where stated ; but from the following list of 
Company's plate, we might almost infer that such was the case : — 


ilST OP SILVER PLATE MELTED 
DOWN. 


LIST OF SILVER PLATE OFFERED IN 
CHANGE, 


15 Dishes 7- 

4 Dozen of plates... }' 

2 Large waiters. ... 7 

4 Small do. ... ) 

1 Tea kettle and Lamp ... 

1 Large Tankard... 

2 Mugs 

3 Casters 

1 Stand for oil, vinegar 

and pepper 

2 Boats for Sance 
1 Stand for dishes 

4 Salts 

1 Tea pot ’ ... 

1 Orange Strainer 

1 Soup Ladle 

4 Doz. of knives and 7 
forks ... 

4 Dozen and 10 Spoons ) 

1 Marrow Spoon ... 

8 Candle Sticks with 
Sockets and 2 pair 
Snuffers with Stands. 


1 Small do. 

3 Tumblers 

An Aster and Chelmger 

2 Fan handles 

3 Bose water Bottles 

1 Tankard 

34 Spoons 

1 Mnstard Spoon ... 

5 Dishes ... ... 

4 Covers 

32 Plates 

1 Saucepan 

6 Candlesticks 

2 Small Salvers 

5 Ouspadores 


9 Sait Sellers 

1 Monteth 

2 Lions, 2 Pine apples and, 

2 OToss 0 ls ... : 

A punch Bowl and cover., 

A Dishnmg 

6 Casters 

2 Plates and 12 Spoons ... 

11 Knife handles 

1 Pr. Snuffers 

IN THE steward’s HAND. 

oz. d. 

A Cake of Silver ... 4 5 

2 Setts old worn out 

Palankeen tossels. 47 15 


The following entry illustrates the relation of the English towards 
the native inhabitants * 

“ Wedizesda?/, Wk June, 1735."-Eesolved that’notice be given at all 
the gates and by beat of the tom-tom, that all persons produce their 
titles to their lands, houses, &o* within six months from this date ; 
for which all those whose titles are already registered and certified 
by any of the Justices shall pay no fees; and those whose titles have 
been already registered in either the Choultry or Mayor's Court, but 
not certified, shall pay only the fee due to the Justices ; and such 
who have neither paid that duty, nor registered their titles at all, 
shall pay the full fees herein before established; and to prevent delay 
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in tbe same, iti is further ordered that notice be given at the same 
time that she Honourable Company, as Proprietors of the soil, will 
resume into their hands ail such houses and grounds as at the 
expiration of the said term of six months shall not be registered as 
above directed/’ 

Our next extract gives us a glimpse of the state of affairs at Arcot, 

Monday, 7th July, 1735. — The President laid before the Board 
the particulars of the presents designed for the Court at Areot, that# 
had been delayed till this time for several reasons that would be 
more tedious than necessary to recite. But what he particularly 
offered to the observation of the Board was the number and value of 
the presents. For though that to the Nabob is no more than usual, 
yet those to the others are new, and for which the precedents are very- 
rare. The last Nabob (Sadatulla) would very seldom suffer any huts 
himself to send a Seerpaw ; whereas in February last Sunta Sahib, 
Subder Ali Sahib, Jehare Khan and Imaum Sahib, had ail of them 
taken upon them to send distinct Seerpaws to the President; which 
proceeded in some measure from the situation of affairs at Arcot, 
and had also made a return necessary and unavoidable. For the 
present Nabob (Dost Ali) has for some time past devoted himself 
chiefly to a religious life, and left the management of affairs to those 
who would struggle for it a conduct that has occasioned every 
violent contests between Sunta Sahib, and Subder Ally Sahib, in 
one of which the Nabob himself was obliged to fly from A root. The 


^ Our readers in general are not likely to be imbued with a strong historioai 
appetite j but those who will take the trouble to wade through the following 
note, will find that it will throw considerable light on the state of affairs at 
Arcot. In the first place it will be remembered that Sadatulla Khan, Nabob of 
Arcot, died in 1733. Having no sons of his own, he had adopted two nephews. 
Dost Ali and Boker AH. Dost Ali inherited the Nabobship of Arcot, and Boker 
AH the G-overnorship of Vellore. There was also a nephew of Sadatulla*® 
favorite wife, named Gulam Hassein ; and this Gulam Hassein was appointed 
Dewan or prime minister of Dost Ali the new Nabob. 

Dost Ali, who appears to have belonged to that ordinary type of oriental 
princes, who are sensualists in youth and devotees m old age, had at least two 
sons who had arrived at man’s estate, viz., Subder AH and Sunta Sahib. Also 
he had several daughters : one of whom was married to Mortiz Ali, son of Boker 
AH, Governor of Vellore ; whilst another was married to a distant relation 
named Chunda Sahib. Chunda Sahib, Mortiz Ali, and Subder AH, subsequently 
took a prominent part in the struggle hetweeen the EngHsh and French for the 
supremacy in the Carnatic. Chunda Sahib seems to have originally risen to 
power by judicious matchmaking. Besides marrying a daughter of the reigning 
Nabob Dost AH, he gave one of his own daughters by a former wife to the Dewan, 
Gulam Hassein. His real reason for the match was because Gulam Hassem 
was a complete fool. The result was that Chunda Sahib so far availed himself 
of the iu capacity of Gulam Hassein, as to prevail on the Nabob to permit hm 
(Chunda) to administer the office of Dewan in the room of his incapable sob-Ib^ 
law. 

45 
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contention between the two brothers had also occasioned an altera- 
tion in the interest of the Ministers, and Coop Chund (better known 
as Cfannda JSahib) is again come into power, and a considerable influ- 
ence in the affairs at Arcot. For which reason the President had 
been advised, when he was sending up to the other presents, to 
take some notice also of Ghunda Sahib, though he had received no 
Seerpaw from him. The French and Dutch have also been very 
liberal this year with their presents to Arcot, particularly upon the 
marriage of Hassein Ali Khan ; an expense that has been saved to 
our Company, if not being the practice of the Durbar to make a pre- 
sent upon any particular occasion before a return has been made for 
the Seerpaws. Which also was another reason wby the President 
was not in baste to remove the other difficulties, which had so long 
kept him from sending these. The Board being satisfied of the 
necessity of making these presents, approved the list ; and we hope 
our Honorable Masters will be persuaded, it has not been in our 
power to be better husbands upon the occasion/' 

The next extract seems to refer to a sect of Hindoo Quakers. 

“ Monday, IMk July, 1735.— Terwaddee, a Guzerat attending, 
represents to the Board, that he had been summoned to answer on 
oath before the Mayor’s Court as a witness in a cause there depend- 
ing ; and on refusal to take an oath, had been fined by the Court, 
though he represented to them that it was contrary to the custom 
of the Guzerats ever to take an oath ^ and prayed to be relieved 
therefrom by this Board. 

^‘Whereupon the Board remembering that in the year 1731, all 
the principal Guzerats were summoned on a Jury, and submitted to 
a fine for non-appearance on account of this very thing; and that 
though the fine was for that time levied, yet the Sheriff, and all who 
have since succeeded in that office, were cautioned never to return 
any more of that caste; that so neither they should be forced to an 
action against their laws on the one siae, nor the authority of the 
Courts of Justice lessened by their not being punished for their 
disobedience on the other. It was agreed to have been long since 
settled that the Guzerats ought not to be compelled to take an oath, 
since it is contrary to the known rules of their Castes ; and the 
Honourable Company having directed us to remit such fines kid by 
the Mayor’s Court, as seem to carry with them more than ordinary 
severity, —It is agreed that the fine on Terwaddee be remitted,” 

The following petition from the Washers is very cnrious. It would 
seem to indicate that in time of famine the people actually sold them- 
selves to the Company in order to be sent to Bencoolen; and that 
persons convic^ of theft were likewise sent to Bencoolen as a 

^ petition in full, from the consultations 

Of fee and August, 1735,- 
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The Petition of the Washers. 

“ Humbly Showeyh, 

With submission to your Honors, your Petitioners humbly take 
this opportunity to lay their case before your Honors’ feet. That 
from several years they have been servants to the Honorable Gom» 
party as Washermen ; and has always used their best endeavours in 
their service, which was carried on by 500 Washers ; and that the 
severe famine which beprun to continue from Mr. Macrae’s Govern- 
meiit cill nhe end of Mr. Pitt’s, forced great part of the said Washers 
to quit the place, and fly to those parts where they could procure 
grain, <&c., cheaper. Some of them, being infirm and unable to walk, 
died. At last most part of those that remained and escaped, were 
obliged to dispose of themselves their wives and children, &g. ; so 
that by these misfortunes great many families are come to decay, 
and the number of them is very much decreased, that at present 
there is no more but about lOO Washermen that are fit to work ; who, 
unless your Petitioners should send for many others to join with 
them in their business, as we have annually done since the conti** 
nuance of these famines, will not be able enough to carry on their 
business ; to which purpose your petitioners are obliged to send for 
some from the country, though it is a great trouble for them. 

“ Your Petitioners are very sorry to assert that some of their 
people were so unfortunate, though their wicked proceedings and 
offences to be put under confinement, and exasperate your Honor so 
far against them as to create in your Honor a design of sending them 
to the West coast (as your Petitioners were informed). Your Honor 
therefore is earnestly entreated to consider, that their ill behaviours 
proceeded from the change of their stations into a most miserable 
condition by means of the famines above mentioned ; and they being 
of very illiterate and vulgar spirits, are consequently very ignorant 
of all right and well mannered behaviours whatsoever. 

** Your poor Petitioners therefore most humbly presume to beseech 
and pray your Honour, begging that your Honor, through your can- 
dour and well known goodness, will be so pleased to pardon, forgive, 
and excuse them the forementioned prisoners from their crimes what- 
soever; that they may thereby be released from their confine- 
ments, and enter themselves into the number of their families ; that 
they may preserve their healths in a very grateful remembrance of 
your Honors undoubted favour, which is hoped to be conferred 
towards these poor creatures by your Honor. For which your poor, 
petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray.” 

This petition was granted ; the Head Washerman with Tomby 
Chetty agreeing to pay the expenses of the Company in behalf of the 
delinquents. 

Another petition or the same date, from the two uativeB who had 
been appointed to found and settle , the new Weavers town named 
Chindadre pefetah, will explain itself. 
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'^‘Humbly Showeth, 

That when your Honor and the late Honorable George Morton 
Pitt, Esq,, was pleased to order your Petitioners to send for certain 
number of Weavers for erecting a pettab, now called Ohindadre 
pettah; and to advance them moneys to settle at that place, in order 
to persuade many more to come there, that the said town might- 
fiourisb, and be well inhabited, and become capable of producing 
large quantities of Calicoes, which should be manufactui'ed there to 
the great benefit and interest of the Honorable Company : — Your 
Honor, and the aforesaid Honorable George Morton Pitt, Esq., was 
graciously pleased to promise the Honorable Company's and Your 
Honor’s favorable protection and encouragement to your Petitioners, 
if they should carry on and settle the aforesaid town. 

Your Petitioners, in reliance upon such promises and permission, 
did use their utmost care and labour towards getting some proper 
persons to be sent by your Petitioners to the several pettahs in the 
country, where the weavers have their habitations, with presents 
and moneys, to ans’wer the charge of theirs and their families, travel- 
ling expenses to Madras ; where Your Petitioners prepared them 
proper lodgings, &c., till the houses were built for them in the afore- 
said Ohind^re pettab. And as they were destitute of money and 
other necessaries, and much distressed and impoverished by the 
course of a long and severe famine, your Petitioners were suspicious 
of their stay ; to secure which they advanced them certain sums of 
money, to refresh and settle the said inhabitants and families with 
proper necessaries required for their use. 

Your Petitioners further laboured and took great care in trans- 
planting the trees of the garden, which stood at that place where 
Chindadre pettah is built ; levelled that ground and procured all 
things necessary for building the houses, &e,, as is not unknown to 
your Honor. On which account they have already expended between 
the sums of fi.ve and six thousand pagodas. For your Petitioners’ 
own labour and service in these matters, they expect no other 
advantage, than the great benefit of gaining your Honor’s constant 
favour towards them. 

The houses that are already built at Chindadre pettah are one 

hundred. 

“ Your Petitioners now most humbly entreat your Honor to grant 
them that sum, which was promised unto them to be advanced when 
Chindadre pettab was designed bo be erected ; and what favorable 
enconrageibent the erectors of the said Pettah are thought worth to 
be gratified with, they humbly leave to your Honor’s most gracious 


The amount requested was of course paid to the two Hatives ; and 
as some of our readers may be interested in glancing over some of 
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the expenses incurred in building a new town, we subjoin the account 
of the expenditure. 

An account of sundry charges or expenses, and several advance- 
tnents and supplements made W erecting a town called Cbindadr© 
pettah are as follows : — 

Expended towards digging a foundation, where Ohanks ^ was 
buried with aecustomary ceremonies giving 

tn £ini.x f\ dinner to the poor Brahmins, transplanting 

Prom 26th Oc^ber 

t<^he marked out, levelling that ground 
and making out the streets, &c., as per account 
paiticuiars is 114 9 82 


Presents to the following head weavers, viz. : — 

Andiapa—broad cloth Aroia 3 yards 
1738.*^®^ ^ at iW- per yard ... 30 0 

Arnaehellum do. 3 yards at 1 do. per yard 3 0 0 

Oorruppu do. 3 yards do. 3 0 0 

Batta paid to the several persons that were sent to the Weavers 
in the country in order to persuade and bring them to Chindadre 
pettah 


Supplement of grain given to the several weavers through the 
means of following heads, viz. : — 

Andiapa — Eice 1 garce 100 maracal at 100 pag. per garee. 125 0 0 

Amachellem — 1 „ 100 ... ... ... 125 0 0 

CoiTuppa — 1 „ 100 ... 125 0 0 

_ 3^S00 

Paid the Banksall Merchants for the house poles country reapers, 

&c., necessary for house building ... ... 

Advanced to Chidambra pillay for providing house poles 

country reapers, &c., necessaries from Chicasricode 550 0 0 

Mooree 1 Pg. presented Chidrambera pillay 10 0 

Palmeras 22,600 at Bags. 71 per 100 ... ! 

Palmer reapers 40,000 at Fags. 14 per 100 ... ... 

Clay for Mud walls 42,200 Baskets at 400 Baskets per pagoda . . . 
Palmer Coir 1,824 Bundles at 72 for a pagoda ... ... ... 

Wood reapers thin and a sort of nails (by the country word) 

called foolish Sugar canes, 1,840 Bundles at 30 per pagoda 

Cooly paid towards maMug mud walls , . 

Carpenters' cooly ... 

Advanced the Sawers 

Bricklayers ... 

Smiths 

Cooly for making the top part of the houses 

Tyles advanced for 

Brick kilns advanced them ,, 

Coaly paid towards levelling the lower parts of the streets where 
there was digged for taking up sand to fix with clay for walls 


375 

0 

0 

252 

25 

0 

651 

0 

0 

1,695 

0 

0 

660 

0 

0 

105 

18 

0 

25 

12 

0 

61 

12 

0 

165 

5 

0 

150 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

55 

0 

0, 

60 

0 

0 

152 

15 

0 

460 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

60 

26 

0 
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Cdoly hira for bringing the honse poles, reapers, country woods, 

&c., from tbe Seaside and bricks and tiles from the kilns 80 15 0 

Advanced to Yasbampilky for providing planks for making 

the doors from Jafnapatam 450 0 0 

Mooree 1 Py. presented him 10 0 

» , ■ 45X 'O'-.O.: 

Cooiy paid towards transplanting the several trees in the garden. 89 32 20 

Oooiy for watering the trees 68 2 0 

Paid the Conocopillys and peons who were employed in Chindadre 
pettah for 10 months 75 12 0 

Total Pagodas... 5,987 2 48 

Another petition from the inhabitants of Triplicane, praying to be 
relieved from the duty which Governor Macrae had levied on tobacco 
and betel, is well worthy of preservation both as regards matter and 
manner. It is entered in consultations of 2nd August, 1785. 

“The Petitions of the Painters, 
Weavers, dec., Inhabitants of 
Triplicane. 

“ Humbly Showbth* 

“ That when the Honorable Company first had this village under 
this Government, your Petitioners flocked to it as birds do under 
the cover of a great tree; and the Governor of that time received 
ns, and kindly took us under his protection. Prom which time 
forward we lived in peace, and did our duty and the Company's 
business with great pleasure, till the time of Governor Macrae ; who 
to our great misfortune first laid upon us the tax on betel and tobacco, 
by Joining the same with the farm- of Madras. May it please your 
Honor, that we presume to inform you, that it is the nature of us of 
this country to nse great quantities of betel and tobacco; insomuch 
that if we have not, or cannot be permitted, by reason of a hurry of 
business which some times happens, to go to our victuals, we can 
cheerfully bear it, if we have but betel and tobacco; but we cannot 
go through our work without it, and being always thinking of it, 
and longing for it, we leave our business to go out of the Bounds to 
get it; and so we are hindered from doing our work, and by that 
means the several owners of the goods have them not returned them 
the proper and appointed times ; by which we lose great part of 
our pay ; and people imagining that we are negligent, and always 
running from our business, are afraid to give us employ; by all 
' which we have lost our livelihood, and are reduced to a great poverty. 
But as we are now happy in so good a Governor as Your Honor, we 
pray you will please to take our case into consideration, and relieve 
us from the burden of the betel and tobacco farm ; which never till 
the time of Governor Macrae was laid on this village ; which, if 
yonr Honor shall think fit to grant, we shall constantly offer up our 
thanks in Divine Service, and mind to labour strictly, and to discharge 
our duties in our several businesses ; and when the inhabitants that 
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bave left tins place shall heai* the farm is taken off, they will cheer- 
fully return again to their habitations, the place will flourish, and 
your Petitioners as in duty bound shall ever pray.” 

The result of this petition is thus recorded. 

Friday i Sth Aiigmiy 1735.— The Petition from the inhabitants of 
Triplicane being then considered, the Board agreed unanimously 
that the lay ing on the duty on tobacco and betel in that and other 
villages in Mr. Macrae’s time, had almost depopulated those villages 
and that there is great reason to apprehend if that duty be longer 
continued there, the few remaining inhabitants will also desert. Iti 
was therefore resolved to take off the said duty in all the villages.” 

The following story, inserted in the consultations of the 15th Sep- 
tember 1735, iu the form of an explanation, will explain itself. 

“ Palmer, a so1diei% and one Williams, having an intrigue to carry 
on with one of Mrs. Harrington’s lodgers, who at that time was gal- 
lanted by some Swedes, agreed, in order to appropriate the more 
effectually that lodger to their own use, to drive the Swedes from 
the house. They went thither accordingly and began to quarrel. 
The mi.stress of the house sent her servant to call a Guard. The 
servant, who by chance espied Ensign Stewart in the street, ran to 
him, and made his address to him. The Ensign, trusting to his own 
sufficiency, went without a Guard. Upon his arrival he found Dessey 
and Palmer, two soldiers, who being more immediately under his 
command, he ordered them to be gone. Dessey walked off. But 
Palmer not regarding the said Ensign’s order, he the Ensign was 
obliged to enforce it, by applying his cane to Palmer’s shoulders. 
Whereupon Williams, who bad hitherto been only a spectator, and 
Palmer, both together, closed in with the Ensign. But be readily 
disengaging himself from them, and putting himself in a posture of 
defence, bade them keep off. In short seeing themselves foiled and 
disappointed they retired. 

About 9 o’clock that evening, Williams and Palmer passing 
through the Choultry guard where the Serjeant was walking, asked 
him if he had heard any thing of their having quarrelled that even- 
ing with Ensign Stewart. To which he answered in the negative. 
They then fell a bragging how heartily they would have drubbed 
him had they been armed as well as he the said Ensign was. The 
Serjeant bade them take care how they talked at that rate. Williams 
notwithstanding went on, and told the Serjeant that he would have 
his revenge, and for that very purpose would be on perdue for the 
Ensign ; and that he had a good quarter staff which he believed would 
do his business. To which Palmer answered, that if his quarter staff 
would not do, he had a good knife that should do ; and then they bid 
the Serjeant good night. 

When the Ensign came to his guard, the Serjeant told him what 
words had passed between Palmer, Williams, and himself. The 
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Ensign made his report; nexfe morning to the Captain o? the main 
guard, and oompiained oi Williams and Palmer, who were thereupon 
ordered to be taken up. Williams, not being a soldier, was sent to a 
Justice of the peace ; . who finding sufficient cause for his commit- 
ment* bound him over to the Sessions ; and Palmer was confined to 
the Main Guard. !Next morning Palmer was publicly reproved for 
his disobedience to bis officers; and being a new man, not yet 
acquainted with the rules of the Garrison, was acquitted without any 
further censure or punishment. 

Subsequently, Palmer finding that he was not permitted to con- 
verse freely with Williams now in Gaol, wrote him several letters; 
in one of which he applauded the brave resolution which Williams 
** bad taken to revenge himself on his Enemies so soon as set at 
** liberty ; and that he might depend on his assistance at all times.” 
But Williams, who for sometime had suspected Palmer of treachery, 
sent this letter to the Captain of the Guard, who carried it to the 
Governor; who after having perused it, gave orders to Captain 
Eckman to put Palmer into the Cookhouse, to give him a gentle 
exepaplary punishment. Which was performed by the Corporal, by 
giving Palmer twenty-four stripes on the shoulders, more to dis- 
grace than hurt him» and his Military coat only being pulled off and 
not otherwise stripped. He was then sent to the West coast.” 

In October 1735, Subder Ali, Chunda Sahib, and Khan Bahadar 
the King’s Dewan, paid a visit to St. Thome ; whereupon, in accord- 
ance with the advice of Imaun Sahib, an officer of high rank at Arcot 
and a great friend of the English, presents were despatched to all 
these by Governor Benyon. The result is thus recorded, 

** Tuesday, ISth Noveniher, 1735. — The President delivers to the 
Board an account of the presents, and other extraordinary charges, 
upon Nabob Subder AH Khan, Nabob Khan Bahader, and Chunda 
Sahib's coming down to St. Thora(§ and Madras; which, including 
that to Imaum Sahib, amounts in the whole to Pagodas 1,986, fanams 
18 and cash 55. 

At the same time he delivered to the Board sundry Takbeeds 
from the above mentioned persons^ to their tax-gatherers ; directing 
them to pass provisions for the Town free of customs ; which are 
entered after this consultation.” 

** Takeedfrom Imaum Sahib to Mahomud Moctune, Governor of Punnaree and 

Pulicat, Oct IZth, 1736. 

“ I have been lately informed that the Governor of Madras’s people, going 
and coming to and from Viaagapatamby the way of Punnaree and PuHcat, have 
been often stopped by your people for Junean ; for which cause I write to inform 
you that as there is no difference between the Governor and me, therefore you 
most not stop or hinder his people on any pretence whatever,” 

Prom Subder Ally Khan to Shedee Bmheer, October IZth, 1735. 

I am informed that you have often stopped the people from digging clay to ' 
snake Moks for the Governor of Madras ; wherefore I write you that, as soon 
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ati you see this my perwana, you shall no more stop or hinder his people, but let 
every thing be done relating to this affair as usual,” 

“ From the same person to the same person, October 3rd, 1735. 

There is a strict friendship lately settled between me and the Governor of 
Madras, and we are as brothers. I therefore command you to obey whatever 
orders you receive from him, as you would from myself, without any Mnderancb 
or interruption ; in which you are to observe this as a strict Takheed ; and ih 
all things relating to the Mettow, (&c., you are to let them go on according to 
Saliahad ; and whatever Takheeds I have sent you before this you are to act 
according to the contents of them.” 

“ From Imaum Sahib to Governor Benyon^ December 1st, 1735, 

“ I have not received any letter from your Honor a great while, but have 
often wished for them. According to yonr Honor’s desire I have procured Habob 
Subter Ali Khan’s three perwanas to the Havildar of Poonamaliee country, 
which I now send to your Honor, and their attested Copies, under the seal of the 
Caujee at Arcot ; so your Honor may keep the originals and send those copied to 
the Havildar. The Habob’s son Subder Ali Khan, and Oliunda Sahib, have 
your Honors friendship often in remembrance, and speak much of your praise. 

Subdar Ali Khan has lately received from the Mogul’s Court the Honour to 
command 5,000 Horse ; a Hagarah and a flag was sent him on the occasion, and 
he is named Sadatula Khan. And to Chunda Sahib, has been given the com- 
mand of 2,500 horse, and the name of Hussen Boast Khan, On which it will be 
proper and look friendly for yonr Honor to write them letters of Cohgratulatibh. 
I desire yonr Honor will always believe me as ready to serve in yours as my own 

* affairs.” 

Takheed from Nabob Subdei^ AU Khan to Shedee Bysheed Havildar, of Poona- 
mallee, October 21s^, 1735. 

I have granted free of customs all cattle that is carried in and out of Madras,* 
so your are to take none on them.” 

Another Takheed from the same person to the same, October 2l8t 1735. 

, I have granted free of custom, all firewood, bratty, straw, grass, and such 
like things carried into Madras ; so you are to take none on them. This you 
are to observe as a strict Tahkeed.” 

The following consultations on municipal matters, including the 
repairing of the Bridges, will explain themselves. 

‘‘ Wednesday, 2oth November, 1735. — ^The Coroner having reported 
to the President, that he lately sat on the body of a child found 
- drowmed in a well ; and the like accidents having frequently happened 
of late years, occasioned by the want of proper Breast works to the 
said wells ; — it is ordered the Scavenger do repair such of the public 
wells as need it, so as to prevent the like danger for the future ; and 
that the tom-tom be beat through the bounds, directing all persons 
who have wells in their grounds and houses, to do the same, under 
penalty of being punished if neglected. 

** The Bridges nest the town, and that in the way to Triplicane, 

# being both much out of repair ; insomuch that if some care be not 
taken they will soon be so bad that they will require to be new biailt 

; It was moved to consider what means to take for putting them into 
some tolerable repair ; since the fund which used to be appropriated 
to such uses — viz., the Town Conacopolys duty, is, by the Honorable 
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Court of Directors in their last letter, order to be passed to the credit 
of their Bevenues. 

There appeared to the Board only three ways o! doing this. One 
by an assessment on the inhabitants ; the next by a duty to be estab- 
lished as a fund for keeping them in a constant repair ; the third at 
the Company’s expense. The two former of which have considerable 
inconveniences and difficulties attending them. An assessment would 
make the inhabitants very uneasy, lest whenever it should be thought 
proper to undertake any new thing for the use of the place it should 
be drawn into a precedent. Besides that the expense would fall on 
the persons immediately inhabiting here, whose residence among us, 
is by the necessary state of the trade and circumstances of the place, 
very uncertain ; and new comers would reap the benefit of it, without 
being at any part of the charge. A Duty appropriated for these 
used to be levied by way of a toll, would in all probability be col- 
lected with great difficulty, and would hardly answer; since the 
bridges are of use only in the winter season of the year, when the 
waters are high ; and therefore the country people would avoid paying, 
by passing the rivers without coming to the bridges in the other 
seasons. And to levy duties for repairing these bridges, without 
the persons who pay the same reaping any advantage thereby, aa 
would be the case if any other method but a turnpike was made 
use of, would occasion much murmuring among the inhabitants ; of 
which we find a remarkable instance in the case of the scavenger’s 
duty, which though levied for their real benefit is still looked upon 
as a grievance* 

“ Upon the whole it was agreed that the Pay Master do disburse 
what is necessary to repair the Town Bridge and Triplicane Bridge ; 
first making an estimate of the expense to be laid before the Board, 

Which resolution the Board were induced to take in consideration 
of the general use of the Bridges to the Town, and the advantage of 
them to the Company in particular ; which to all who have been here 
any time is very apparent, and may be proved to others by the 
amount of our customs, which are now very high, notwithstanding 
our foreign trade has for several years past been almost constantly 
attended with disappointments, and many branches of the customs 
thereby reduced to nothing. Yet these losses have been abundantly 
made up by the consumption of many other articles ; to which con- 
sumption the easy access to the place, and constant and certain 
intercourse that has been by means of the bridges kept open with 
the country, has greatly if not entirely contributed. 

A greed- farther to repeat our request to our Honorable Masters, 
that thay will again permit us to make use of the produce of the 
Town Oonacoply’s duty for these and such other uses. 

“ The Justices of the Choultry report to the Board, that they 
have had under confinement in the Choultry prison for sometime 
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past, two persons for a robbery committed in the country ; whom 
they are at a loss how to proceed about ; because by the late Charter, 
we are not empowered to take cognizance of any crime committed 
above ten miles distant from any English settlement ; and therefore 
they have not yet bound them over, although the robbery is plainly 
proved by the confession of the one and the goods being found upon 
the other. 

“Which being considered the Board agreed, by an express limi- 
tation in the Charter, they cannot proceed against these persons 
according to the English laws. That delivering them up to the 
Country Government would be attended with ill consequences ; since 
it would be urged as a precedent in other cases in future ; and that 
letting them escape would be yet worse, since it would give encourage- 
ment to future attempts of the like kind. Wherefore it was after a 
long consideration unanimously determined and resolved to send the 
two prisoners to Bencoolen, on the first vessel bound thither, to be 
slaves for life to the Company. This resolution the Board thought 
justified by the Charter; since being therein directed to act as much 
in conformity to the laws of England as the condition and circum- 
stances of the place will admit of, the Board cannot but be of opinion 
His Majesty intended by the above expressions to give us a liberty — 
(in consideration that in so distant a colony, and among people 
whose religion, laws and customs are so infinitely different from our 
own, many things must unavoidably happen for which the laws of 
England have made no provision, and many others where the execu- 
tion of these laws would be attended with very fatal consequences to 
settlement) — of acting in all such cases so as should appear most 
consonant to the well-being and security of the place ; and of this 
nature the Board think the case now before us to be.*' 

The following results of a debate, upon the advantages or other- 
wise of selling the Broad Cloth imported from Europe by public 
outcry or by contract, are worthy of preservation. 

“ Ttiesday, 6th January, 1736. — The advantages and disadvantages 
of selling the Broad cloth received from Europe at outcry, were 
debated, and the Board agreed as follows : — 

“ That Broad Cloth may be sold at outcry sometimes for a higher 
price than the Company's Merchants give for it; but that there 
appears no other possible advantage from it. That on the other hand 
the disadvantages are : — 

“ IsL That there must be a long trust, and perhaps some bad 
debts made. 

“ 2nd. That if we do not always sell by contract, our Merchants 
will not take it when the price doth not answer at outcry. 

“ ^rd. That those who buy at outcry will buy only for the present 
demand. 
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That consequently the consumption is not likely to be 
increased by it. 

‘*That selling by contract has no inconvenience attending it, but 
% possibility of sometimes getting a larger price at outcry. But the 
advantages of it are : — 

** Ist. A certain profit to the Company on what sold. 

** 2nd. The consumption also certain. 

A security from bad debts, the goods being kept in our 
hands till the money is paid. 

And if the Governing Moors continue the method they are this 
year fallen into, the selling by contract may very probably increase 
the consumption i since if the Nabobs and other great officers find 
a profit by buying this cloth, it is evident they will encourage the 
use of it; and as they pay no juncaus in the country, they can afford 
to sell it cheaper than private Merchants can, and having always 
large quantities of money by them they take off large parcels at 
once. 

** To this perhaps it may be said, that we might deal with the great 
Moormen for it ourselves ; but we caii by no means believe our 
Honorable Masters would approve of our engaging in transactions 
with the Government, that might possibly be attended with disputes ; 
the consequences of which no body, can foresee, much less avoid ; 
for which reason it has been the constant maxim of this place to have 
no dealings in trade with them. 

*^Upon the whole it was resolved to continue the present method, 
unless we should receive orders from our Honorable Masters to the 
contrary.” 

The following entry explains itself : — 

Monday oih MareJi^ 1736.— -The Rental General reports that there 
are a very great number of persons taxed in the Rent Boll at four 
and six fanams each, who are real objects of compassion ; being either 
old men past their labour; or poor widow women who live by spin« 
ning of cotton thread, or beating paddy, and the like sorts of work, 
by which they cannot get more than thirty or thirty-five cash pp^r 
day; that the major part of the bad debts arise from taxing these 
people ; and that having the new Roll ready all but affixing the rates 
which every one is to pay, he desires directions of the Board whether 
these pei*sons shall be excused or continued on the Boll as usnal. 

frequently repeated orders from our Honorable Masters for 
relieving the poor, making any debate on this subject unnecessary, 
the l^ntal General was ordered to prepare the new Boll as soon as 
possible; and. therein to omit charging all such as appeared to him 
to be real objects of charity ; and when done to present the same 
lor the approval of the Board.” 
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The circumstances related below are very curious as furnishing an 
illustration of the administration of the English nation amongst the 
Natives, who are not inhabitants of Madras. Though they are some- 
what lengthy, we prefer putting them into smaller type to abridging 
them, 

Mo'ndmjiWth Aprils 1736 .—The President addressed himself to the Board 
to the following purport. 

Gentlemen, ■ 

“ There have lately happened two cases here, ^ which I think necessary to lay 
before you, for your consideration and determination thereupon. The one is 
my having confined a Guzemt Merchant on a complaint from the country, ^ The 
other is an arrest out of the Mayor’s Court served on the person of a Polligar ; 
an inhabitant indeed of ours, but at the time of serving the said arrest, being in 
the Moors’ teriitories. As the former of these may possibly be represented as a 
breach of the rules prescribed by the Koyal Charter ; and my interposing in the 
other be represented as an infriugement of the ‘rights of the Blayor’s Court 5 — I 
shall give you an account of the several circumstances attending each of them, 
and you will come to such a determination upon them as you shall judge reason* 
able. ' . 

‘‘ The first -of these cases is as follows : — 

“ Sometime in January last, notice was brought me that one Moal Chund, a 
Guzerat Merchant of this place, was missing and gone off, as it was said, upwards 
of 30,000 pagodas in debt to the A.rcot Shrofis and several others. Among many 
particulars which were told me at that time I’elatin^ to his disappearing, it was? 
said that the night before, Amboi Doss, one of his creditors had been at his 
house and carried many things away. Several blo^vs were given, ^and Moal 
Chund was heard to groan. This last circumstance creating a suspicion of foul 
play, I ordered strict inquiry to be made after Moal Chund ; till being assured 
by some persons of good credit, that he was alive and well but retired out of the 
bounds, I did not think myself obliged to take any notice of what had passed, 
without some regular complaint should be made -me, knowing it was an usual 
and common way of proceeding among the country people. But the 2 nd of 
February I received a letter from Moal Chund complaining of the usage he had, 
received from Amboi Doss, which by this means I was obliged to take notice of. 
However, considering how tender the credit of the Shroffs is, I would not send 
for Amboi Doss to the Port, but ordered the Polligar to send to his house, to 
tell him the nature of the complaint, and that he must name securities for his 
continuing in the bounds. After which, I told the messenger that brought the 
letter, 1 would take care Amboi Doss should be forthcoming ; but for the letters 
of Heense, Moal Chuud must himself settle that with his creditors. I heard 
nothing further of Moal Chund, or his affairs, till sometime after I saw him in 
discourse with several other Merchants in the Port ; and inquiring how long he 
had been in the bounds, -was answered that he came in two days after his letters, 
by consent of his creditors ; who had all of them settled their accounts with him, 
and agreed upon the time for their being paid and indeed I concluded it had 
been so, having often seen him since in company with Amboi Doss and Shan- 
karapareek’s Gomasta ; but six days ago I received a letter from iniaum Sahib 
by a horseman, who at the same time brought another to Hodjee Addy. So 
soon as the horseman had delivered me the letter, I gave him the customary 
answer that I would get it translated, expecting upon that he would have with- 
drawn ? but he told me he was acquainted with the purport of the letters which 
related to a demand his master had upon Moal Chund, arising from a sum of 
money lent him by the hands of Shaiikarapareefc’s Gomastas (who came with 
him) j and as his message and the letters he brought could not be long a secret, 
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be hoped I would order Moal Cbund into custody, lest he should withdraw him- 
self out of the bounds, and make his escape out of the province. Upon this I 
asked Shaukarapareek's Gomastas, if they had made any application to me or 
elsewhere, and been denied all that was necessary for their security, that they 
should give Imaum Sahib the trouble of writing me a letter. I asked them the 
question in such a manner, that I found by their answer they understood what 
I meant by it. They told me they had no intention to give Imaum Sahib or me 
the trouble of that letter; and had only wrote to Shankarapareek the state of 
the case, and desired his directions whether they should apply to me ; hut he 
had given them no other answer, than that they should not concern themselves 
further about it till tbey heard from him again, and that they were ignorant of 
the money being Imaum Sahib’s, or of any intention to apply to bim. 

‘ ‘ The case being new, and of which there was no precedent since the coming 
out of the Charter, I began to be in doubt whether I had authority to commit 
Moal Chuud to custody ; but considering the exigency of the affair, and that by 
too fearful an attachment to the forms of the law, the peace of the place and the 
Company’s affairs might he brought into dangers, I did no longer hesitate ; only 
out of compassion to Moal Chuud, who had made so considerable a figure 
among the Merchants, I asked Imaum Sahib’s messenger, and the Gomastas of 
Shankarapareek, if they would be contented with his being in the custody of 
the PoUigar. To which they consenting I sent an officer with them to his 
house, where they found him at home, and from thence they carried him to the 
Polligar. 

**By the ancient rules of the place, no inhabitant is to have any dealings or 
<^rrespondouce with the country Government, without special license ; nor are 
they to make any application to the Governing Moors in any matter or dispute 
m the bounds. But Moal Chund might in this case have pleaded that he 
dealt with Sbankarapareek’s Gomastas, as Merchant inhabitant, living under our 
pro^ion, and ^ such under no obligation to inquire whose money they traded 
mtu ; ana ShankarapareeHr s Gomastas might urge that it was well known when 
they came down here, whose Agents they were ; and that it could not be wondered 
at if they corresponded with, and were subject to, the orders of their principals : 
and that if it was a breach of our laws, they ought to have been told so when 
they came down, and not suffered to settle iu the Town. But the alteration in 
the circumstances of the place has made a dispensation in some sort necessarv * 
for if we were to keep up to the strictness of the old rules, we should drive almost 
all the moneyed men out of the place ; what the consequence of that would 
may be easily guessed, as money is as much the sinews of trade as of war • and 
J suppose It IS very well known now, that almost ail the tmde of the place is 
circulated by means of the Arcob money, and the credit our inhabitants hawe with 
the Shroffs ; and besides that their money is the chief support of the trade of 
the ^ace, there is another pnncipal advantage we receive by it, that I supposed ' 
will be easily guessed at without naming it. 

This being the state of the case, it remains to be considered what method 
we ought to follow, not only upon the present occasion but ail others, that aiv 
attended with the like circumstances. It has been a point much debated of 
kte whether any person, since the coming out of the Charter, can be taken up 
fOT debt except warrant issuing out of the Mayor’s Court. But besides tha^ 

It often happens that by the Forms of the Court, it may be some days before a 
warrant can be taken out We are not certain that the Moors would submit to 
follow a process there: hut if they should consent thereto, yet many things 
mi^ht occur which would mve us mfinite uneasiness ; for though at pi*escnt I 
W the Mayor’s Court, that I am willwV. 

® des^tch. in^ringiug such a suit to an issue ; 

yet we caunot be always sure of such a disposition ; aud if it should even happen 
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that tlie majority of that Court should be composed of persons of a malignant 
disposition towards the interest of the Company, or actuated by prejudices 
against the Company’s Agents, it is very easy to foresee the trouble and 
confusion^ not only to the Company’s affairs, but the whole place might be 
involved in. I suppose^ it is well known how much it is in the breast of the 
Court, to prolong the time before any suit is finished ; and a message from the 
Board, if the Court are not rightly disposed, would rather occasion a greater 
delay than quicken their proceedings. 

“ But to consider it a little further if we should admit what (by the way) we 
have very little reason to do ; namely, that the Moors should have patience to 
wait the progress of any of their actions through our Courts j yet should it be 
put into the heads of the defendants that they might appeal to England, I 
believe it is very easy to conceive what effect it would have upon the Moors, 
and hoW' they would receive any notice, that in such case must be given them, 
that they must follow the appeal to England, 1 believe there can be no doubt by 
which they would think they had shown sufficient complaisance in demanding 
justice of the Company’s Agents ; and that being refused them^ they would 
immediately make a peremptory demand of the debtor to be delivered up to 
them ; and as they always deliver upon debtors, I see not with what equity we 
could refuse to deliver up theirs, and there would he much to justify any 
measures which they should resolve on to oblige us to it. 

” The other affair I mentioned to you is this : — 

‘‘ Some days ago the Mayor came with a complaint to me that one of the 
Court Serjeant, going with a warrant to arrest an inhabitant of Cattawauk, a 
number of the other inhabitants, together with some peons belonging to the 
Moors, had beat the Serjeant and rescued the prisoner. Whilst I was considering 
what orders to give upon the occasion, the Court Serjeant came in to confirm 
Mr. Mayor’s account of the matter ; only with this difference, which indeed was 
a very material one, that he had arrested the man in Trivitasli, a village not two 
miles from the Fort, but out of the Company’s bounds. Upon which I told 
both the Mayor and Serjeant that though the Charter did say the jurisdiction of 
the Court should extend ten miles, yet I supposed it was to be understood and 
provided that the Company’s hounds had the same extent ; but however that 
might be I was sure the Moors would not suffer the Mayor’s warrants to pass in 
their territories, and therefore they would do well to confine their jurisdiction 
within that of the Company’s. Whilst the Mayor was yet with me, ,a Messenger 
came in from the Havildar of Poonamallee, complaining that whilst he was at 
Trivifcash, settling some matters with the PoUigar of some of their towns, a white 
man came there, used the Polligar very ill, by giving him several blows ; and 
seemed determined upon worse treatment, if he had not interposed to prevent 
it, and he desired that I would give orders that such things might not be done 
again. I dismissed the Messengers with an answer that I would inquire into it. 

About six the next morning, the Polligar came to me. The account he gave 
of himself was, that he and his Ancestors had for many generations been Pol- 
ligars of twenty-five villages under the Moors ; three of which namely Cattawauk, 
Sautongot.and Ennore, were about twenty years ago granted by the Mogul to 
the Company ; that these being the fartherest villages from us and separated 
from all tbe rest of our bounds, he had very rarely come to Madras, and was 
quite ignorant of our laws and customs ; and this trouble that was now brought 
upon him was at the instigation of the persons who rented^ those villages of the 
Company, with whom he had some difference ; and who being better acquainted 
with the methods of proceeding among us, had taken this way to distress and 
insult him. The Polligar added that when the Serjeant came to him he was 
busy with the Havildar of the Poonamallee country, examining a robbery that 
had happened in one of their villages ; that he told the Serjeant he would go with 
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him when he had done ; but the Serjeant laid hold of him to cany him away 
immediately, and gave Mm several blows with a cane, .the marks of which were 
very visible when I saw him ; and that the Serjeant would.^ have suifered more 
from the Moors for his attempt to carry Mm away, if he himseh had not inter- 
posed. The Polligar then delivered me a petition, containing some complaints 
of the hardships he had suffered from, the Company’s Benters ; who, I suppose, 
having some intelligence of it (for it seemed to have been wrote some days 
before) were the more earnest to have^him arrested to prevent Ms delivering of 
it. I shall say nothing here of the action commenced against him in the Mayor’s 
Court, because it is possible it may come before us iu another manner. Neither 
indeed do I recollect much of the petition, having a few horn’s after delivered it 
to the Mayor ; to whom I took notice at the same time that I thought the arrest 
was irregular, and contrary to the constant rule and practice of the place, which 
exempted all the Polligars from any arrest ; established upon very good. consider- 
ation, and to avoid the consequences which might attend their being taken into 
custody. Besides that the case of this man was differently circumstanced, being 
Folligav but of three of our villages, and of twenty-two belonging to the Moors, 
who would probably claim him, out of an opinion that they had a greater right 
in Mm. But otherwise the thing in dispute being only a title to a small piece 
of ground, of no greater value th^ twenty or twenty-five pagodas j had it been 
any body else the necessity of an arrest did not seem to be very urgent, and the 
directions with the charter were plainly against it. The Polligar appearing iu 
Court some days after to defend his title, the Court began to examine him touch- 
ing what happened at Trivitash ; an enquiry certainly that was very improper, 
because the arrest being out of the Company’s bounds ; it is not in our power to 
support them in it. Before the Court rose, they committed Mm to prison, where 
he remained lull about six in the evening, when he was discharged after paying 
forty-six fanams j and then he came to me and complained of it as a. matter that 
was a shame and disgrace to him ; and the more so as heing done in the sight of 
his people. The Mayor being with me again the next morning, I asked him how 
it oould be that the Court had treated the Polligar in the manner they had done, 
after all that I had said to Mm myself. The Mayor replied that when the 
Polligar appeared in Court, they did design to have decided the dispute between 
him and the plaintiff that very day, but some difficulties arising that could not 
, then be cleared up and being twelve at noon, some of the Aldermen cried out 
let Mm ‘give bail and answer 5 and adjourning immediately upon it, he believed 
the Marshal might have taken Mm into custody : but did not know that he was 
imprisoned bill the evening, when a person came from him to be his bail. To 
avoid all further dispute, I was willing to take Mr. Mayor’s account of the 
matter ; but told him that when the council met, I believed they would take 
it into consideration, and think themselves obliged to make some order upon it, 
to prevent the consequences which might follow if it should be drawn into 
precedent. 

The Board having seriously considered these two cases, approved the taking 
of Moal Chund into custody, and desired the purport of what the President had 
saad upon the occasion might be entered upon consultation, as our reasons for 
the j that the Company may judge thereof : and that they be desired in 
our next general letter to give us directions in all cases of the like nature which 
may happen in future. 

As to the other affair, the ill consequences which may ensue from the breach 
of the place, established for many and very good reasons, 
xnducea the Board to come to the following resolutions thereupon. 

“Ordered tta* no Sheriff do wmany warrant of arrest orexecntion upon 
tb8. pp*®n of the Bolligsr of Madras, or any of the Polligars of the villages, aor 




1735-36.] 


MB. RIOSABD BBNYON. 


545 


upon their dwelling houses, where .they keep their prisoners, nor upon any of 
the duties due and payable to them for the guard and safety of the town and 

villages. 

Ordered also tliat the Sheritf do repay to the PolHgar of Catta-wa,-ak, the 
gum of forty-six fanams, taken from the said PolHgar by the Sheriff's officers for 
prison fees.” 


OOYERNOESHIP OF ME. RICHAED BENYOl^. 

(Gontinued.) 

1736— 40. 

The Governorship of Mr. Benyoii bridges over the period between 
the unknown and known history of the Presidency. Up to this date 
we have been exhurping the annals of a period which was almost a 
perfect blank in the eyes of men ; but now we are approaching "an 
era in which modern history, as it has been written by Orme, Wilks, 
and Duff, may be said to fairly begin ; and thus our future annals 
will serve rather to enlarge and illustrate our present knowledge 
than to carry us through a world which was altogether new. 

Our first extract refers to wViat may be called the woea of the 
washers,” who on the 30th of April, 1736, addressed the following 
petition to Governor Benyon : 

The Petition of the Washers. 

Humbly Showeth, 

** Whereas your petitiouers having faithfully served the Honorable 
Company in washing their cloth from the first establishment of this 
place ; which they were the better enabled to perform by their having 
in constant employ between four and five hundred able and sufficient 
persons of their caste to carry on and discharge the said business 
effectually ; but your petitioners are sorry to acquaint your Honor, 
that by means of the constant famines which have happened for 
these ten or eleven years past, their cooly allowance from the Hon« 
orable Company has not been sufficient for their subsistence, after 
the usual charges incident thereon were defrayed ; and also that the 
rice for some time was so scarce and dear, that it could not be 
procured under quarter or half measure for a fanam. So througli 
these and the like exigencies they were entirely disabled to support 
themselves and families. Provisions being so scarce, that induced 
a great number of their people to desert their habitations and take 
refuge in other parts, where provisions were cheaper; many having 
sold themselves, wives, and children ; and many likewise embarked 
themselves on several vessels to divers places ; together with a great 



Beating 0 S 0 

Cooiy mre for carr^g "brown cloth to washing place 0 1 SO 

Cooly for carrying it hack after it is washed 0 1 80 

Conacopilly*s wages ^ 0 10 

Goats’ dung to rub the brown cloth for washing 0 1 0 

Chunam, soap and choud ...0 8 0 

Fuel for boilmg the cloth three times before it is well washed, 0 0 0 

Fuel for boiling congee rice 0 10 

Indigo to prevent the red and brown spots in Congee and cloth 0 0 40 

0 26^0 

For every corge of long cloth s washing, rice allowed to the Congee is 
—measures sixteen ; whereas the merchants account half thereof on 
their part, and for the other half eight measures they receive in your 
petitioner’s account the value of it 0 10 40 

Pagoda ... 1 0 60 

So there is but fanams 4 cash 20 to be divided amongst ali yatir- 
petifrioners for their livelihood, 

“ The said pc^odas 1 and 5 fanatns was the rate allowed to your 
pe&iooers when there was a garce of paddy sold for five or six 


aOVERmESEIP OF 


[1736-40. 


mortality among them, which has reduced them to the small number of 
about one hundred men, by whom your petitioners assure your Honor 
it is morally impossible to carry on and discharge their whole duty of 
washing the cloth. Also another difficulty arises, which further dis- 
ables your petitioners in completing the whole business, is, — that in 
former times the long cloth weighed but ten to eleven pound per piece, 
which was more easy for a man to hold and wash it, especially in such 
times when they had provisions cheap they were the stronger to per- 
form it. Whereas of late years the long cloth provided has been of 
between thirteen and fourteen pounds per piece, which in such time of 
scarcity reduced your petitioners in their strength so much, that 
they found it impossible for a single man to hold a piece of cloth of 
that burden and wash it effectually. 

“ Honorable Sir, your poor petitioners most humbly crave leave to 
represent to your Honor that the Washers at Fort St. David, Porto 
Novo, and Yizagapatam have larger privileges and larger benefits to 
support themselves out of their allowances ; by reason of their having 
rivers of good and fresh water proper for washing of cloths ; and 
their places being near to the woods, whereby they are likewise 
gainers in purchasing the several ingredients required in washing, 
as soap, chunam, choud, goat*s dung, fuel, &e. But as our river being 
not so good water, your petitioners are obliged to be at the trouble 
and expense of having water for their purpose drawn out of the 
wells ; and that your petitioners^ allowance from the Honorable Com- 
pany being only but one pagoda and five fanams for every corge of 
long cloth's washing, your petitioners crave leave to set forth the 
charges incident thereon which they defray as follows : — 

Pag. F. 0. 

Beatiuflf ... ... 
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pagodas or thereabouts. Eat by reason of the severe famines afore- 
mentioned, together with the desertion and deaths of so many, your 
petitioners are reduced to such extreme poverty, and to so small a 
number of hands, that they are entirely incapable of maintaining 
themselves and families; and likewise not in a capaoity of discharging 
their duty of washing the cloth eiffectnally. 

Therefore their present necessity and business requires their 
sending for a larger supply of people out of the country to their 
assistance ; but then their allowance at present being insufficient for 
the maintenance of your petitioners only through the reasons afore- 
mentioned ; therefore your petitioners must consequently be incapable 
to maintain those whom they design to send for to their assistance. 

“ Your Honor will be pleased further to consider that since the 
paddy sells at 17 or 1 8 maracals per pagoda, through your Honoris 
favour to the poor souls in general ; yet the merchants account for 
the half share of congeeing the cloths before mentioned, at or 
between 8 and 10 maracals per pagoda. Besides that some years ago 
when grain was dear, your petitioners were always favoured by the 
Honourable Company through their warehouse-keepers with the free 
gift of two or three garce of paddy. 

Your petitioners therefore most humbly entreat your Honor 
will be graciously pleased to take into your most serious consider- 
ation their miserable and distressed condition ; and only be pleased 
to forbid the merchants from receiving money for the half share of 
congeeing the cloths ; that thereby your petitioners may receive their 
full allowance of pagodas 1 and fanams 6 for every oorge of long 
cloths, without any such deduction by the merchants ; which will 
enable your petitioners to procure more hands, and to complete their 
business effectually, and it will be but just sufficient to relieve them 
out of their present cafamities. 

** Your Honor’s poor petitioners further crave leave to represent 
to your Honor, that in the severe famine in Groveriior Pitt’s time 
there was some cloth destroyed by worms, &c., and other some stole 
in the Washing town, which your Honor is very sensible of ; but 
when the thieves were found at three or four several times and pro- 
duced by the Polligar, they were tried by the Honourable Judges 
Court but acquitted from any corporal punishment, and were only 
turned out of the bounds ; which was owing to Governor Pitt’s and 
your Honor’s wonted favour and compassion, by taking into con- 
sideration the misery and poverty of their condition, occasioned by 
the then present famine. Your poor petitioners now humbly aequamfc 
your Honor tViat payment is demanded of them for 260 cloths that 
was destroyed and stole in Governor Pitt’s time abovementioned. 

“ Your Honor’s poor petitioners (whose conditions are so miserable 
by the forementioned reasons and the reduction of their number) 
most earnestly beseech your Honor will be graciously pleased to 
excuse your poor petitioners from the abovementioned demand of 


548 GOVEBN-OBSHIP OF [ 1736 - 40 . 

paymenii for the 260 cloths, that was destroyed or stole in Mr. Pitt’s 
Government. 

Yonr petitioners most humbly repeat their earnest request that 
your Honor will be graciously pleased to forbid the merchants from 
receiving the half share of congeeing the cloths, and also in excusing 
tbe demand for the 260 cloths ; and in acknowledgment of which 
favours your petitioners as in duty hound shall ever pray for your 
Honor’s good health, prosperity and long life.” 

The decision of the Board upon this petition is thus recorded. 

“ Monday, 17 til May 1 1 736. — ^Then the Board taking into consideration 
the petition from the Washers, came to a resolution to make them an 
advance of four fanams per corge of long cloth, and two faimms per 
corge of Salampores, being sensible they are not able to perform 
their work at the present allowance.” 

The following proceedings respecting private trade are sufficiently 
explained by the extracts themselves. 

Wednesday^ Bt July f 1736. — Our Honorable Masters, having 
upon many occasions and divers times given their command to this 
Presidency to prevent as much as possible all assistance to our rivals 
in trade, either by lending them money, or otherwise ; and having 
repeated the same more fully and particularly in their letter dated 
tbe 23rd January last, it was agreed to give notice thereof by affixing 
it at the sea gate, and that such notice be in the words and for in 
following. 

** Ordered by tbe President and Council, in conformity to tbe 
directions received from the Honorable Gorapany, that from and 
after tbe date of this notice, any person or persons, — inhabitants of 
Madras, Hatives, or others,— who should presume to be concerned 
directly or indirectly in any Stock or Loan at respondentia on any 
foreign ship, if not belonging to this port, or some other of the 
English settlements, shall be fined according to the value of their 
concerns, and forfeit the Company’s protection ; and any person or 
persons, who shall be guilty of procuring or soliciting any such 
concern in Stock or Loan at respondentia on any such foreign ship 
or ships, shall forfeit the Company’s protection and be expelled the 
bounds. 

** Ordered also that no ship or ships belonging to any of tbe Ihha* 
bitants of this place, whether Native or others, shall import at any 
port or place on this coast, not being an English settlement; except 
in case of necessity, when in that case also they shall be liable to pay 
the Custom to the Company the same as if they had imported here. 

All persons subject to his Britannic Majesty, are to have due 
regard to his Majesty’s royal proclamation, prohibiting all his subjects 
trading within the Oompany^s limits, in foreign service, or under 
foreign commissions. Or being any way concerned in foreign Com- 


1736-~40.] 


MK EICEAED BENYON. 


549 


panies; and likewise forbidding them to visit, haunt, or frequent to 
Sast Indies, without the said Oompanies License.*’ 

** The Board thought proper to publish this notice in such general 
terras to avoid giving any particular offence; which might hare 
affected the friendship and harmony that is subsisting at present 
with the Country Government and the French; it being chieiiy 
designed to prevent all aid and assistance to the trade of Pondicherry, 
and the Moors ports to the Southward of us; as what effects the 
trade of the place most sensibly, and that are our most dangerous 
rivals.” ■ 

^‘Monday, 29tli November^ 1736. — The President acquaints the 
Board that this afternoon be is to receive a visit from one Meer 
Suttu, a person that was tutor to Subder Ali Khan, who has 
given him a commission to supervise the Poonamallee Country; 
the President added that he had lately had a great deal of trouble 
with the Metta people, and was advised to make this man a small 
present, who in return would leave such orders at the Mettas as 
would make us easy. 

** Agreed the present be two pieces of scarlet Broad Cloth and 
twelve flasks of rose water to himself ; and twelve yards of scarlet 
and three of aurora to the managers who attend him ; the whole value 
will be about ninety pagodas.” 

The records for the year 1737 contain nothing worthy of note ; and 
yet at this period events were occurring which are not without im- 
portance in the history of the Presidency. In 1732, the Eajah of 
Triohinopoly bad died without issue; his second and third wives 
burned themselves with the body, but the, first wife succeeded to the 
Government, in conformity it is said with the desire of the deceased 
Bajah, Disputes subsequently ensued between the Banee and a 
Prince of the royal blood. Dost Ali, the Kabob of Arcot, was pre- 
vailed upon to take advantage of the confusion, to subject the king- 
dom of Tricbinopoly to his own authority. Accordingly he sent an 
array under his son Subder Ali, and his son-in-law Ghunda Sahib, 
to seisie any opportunity which might offer of. getting possession of 
the capital.^ 

The result was tragical. Chunda Sahib, who already owed his 
advanceraent to his matrimonial arrangements, was fortunate enough 
to excite the tender i-egard of the Ranee. Accordingly he was enabled 
to prevail on the love stricken lady to admit him with a body of 
troops into the city of Tricbinopoly, having first taken an oath on the 
Koran that he would act in nothing to her detriment. But the loves 
of middle aged queens are not always fortunate, and Chunda Sahib 
proved more cruel to the Banee than .dSneas proved to Dido. There 

* Onae's History of Indostan, YoL I,: p.’3S. Pharoah’s edition. Wilks’a 
Southern India, Yol, I, p. 249, 
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is however a slight difference between the classical legend and the 
modern story, .^neas broke the heart o£ Dido by running away ; 
whereas Chunda Sahib broke the heart of the E-anee by remaining 
where he was. The latter seized the city of Trichinopoly, and then 
imprisoned the lady ; upon which the latter died of grief, and the 
kingdom of Trichinopoly yielded to the authority of the faithless 
Ohunda. 

We now proceed with the annals of the English settlement. Our 
next extracts will illustrate the administration of the laws. 

** Friday f 20th January, 1738.— Captain Henry Hoadly, Commander 
of the “Koyal Guardian,*' acquainted the Board that his sail maker. 
James Bouchanan, had murdered Michael Smith, his fourth mate, in 
Canton river tlte 16th October last : that the next morning he jointly 
with Captain Martin and Sheppard, had taken the examination of 
several persons, who were on board when the accident happened ; in 
conseqnence of which he had brought the man here in irons in order 
to a trial, 

** Captain Hoadly being withdrawn, and his Majesty's commission 
for trying pirates being called for and examined, it was found that 
we are thereby empowered to try piracies, felonies and robberies, 
without any mention of murder. Which being debated, it was agreed 
that neither the word ** piracy," nor the word ** felony," could be 
understood to imply murder and the rather because in the pre- 
amble to the said commission murder is distinguished from the other 
two, and also for that the oath appointed by the act of the 11th and 
12th of King William the third, to be taken by the Judges of the 
Court of Admiralty, plainly refers to piracy, robbery and felony, and 
not to murder. 

** Captain Hoadly was then called in, and told the Board were of 
opinion we had not power to try the criminal here ; but that if he 
would order the several witnesses ashore, their information should 
be taken upon oath by some of his Majesty's Justices of Peace for 
Ms justification." 

** Tuesday, 2Uh January, 1738. — A peon that carries money, having 
murdered his companion and robbed him of the money and effects 
he had with him belonging to several merchants : and the murderer 
having been discovered in Triplicane with most of the effects about 
Mm; the owners thereof appear before the Board, and having made 
good their claim to the money, dso., the same was delivered them 
before the Board. But the murder and robbery having been com- 
mitted to the Southward of Porto Noro, and consequently not punish- 
able by virtue of our charter, the peon was delivered to the mertthants 
under custody of the Poligar's peons, to be conveyed to the Hajab iti 
whose country the fact was committed, in order that he might 
receive his trial and punishment there." 
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Onr next extract; refers to tbe state of foreign affairs. 

Saturday t Bth July^ 1738, — The President acquainted tbe Board, 
that he had received certain advices out of the country, that the 
Mahrattas had entered the provinces and seized upon Gott,* the 
principal pass i that Subder Ali Khan was set out against them, but 
with so pitiful a force that it was concluded, if he did not very 
speedily buy a peace, they would soon be at Arcot ; which being no 
walled city, they would not be long in overrunning the country. 
Whereupon the President desired to entertain as many Harcarras as 
may be necessary to bring him advice of the Mahrattas’ motions/’ 

These incursions of the Mahrattas are to be attributed partly to 
the intermittent hostilities between the Nizam and the Mahratta 
Eajah, and partly to the hostility of the Mahrattas to the Mussulman 
occupation of the Hindoo state of Trichinopoly. 

About this time a powder manufactory was erected at Madras, on 
the North West corner of the island. We subjoin the original entry. 

** Monday, IZtk Movemher, 1738. — ^The Pay Master and Storekeeper 
report to the Board, that they have pitched upon a spot of ground for 
erecting the new buildings necessary for the powder maker; which 
lies in the North Western corner of the island, between the roads 
leading to Egmore and Chindadrepettah, but a considerable distance 
from each road, so that nobody need go near the said buildings but 
the persons employed, and in case of an accident the passengers will 
be out of reach of danger. They also deliver in a plan for erecting 
the same, taking up the space of 180 feet in length and 144 in breadth.” 

Our next extract carries us to Vizagapatam. There had been some 
disputes between the English and the Nabob of Eajahmundry. It 
is worthy of notice that this Nabob was no other than Anwar-odean, 
the gentleman who subsequently become Nabob of Arcot, and who 
is the founder of the Wallajah family. 

** Wednesday, 9iZrd May, 1739. — General letter from the chief and 
Conneil at Yizagapatam of the 1st of May read, advising the unset- 
tled state of the country Government thereabouts, and representing 
their fortifications and gun carriages to be but in a weak state of 
defence in case of any rupture. 

It being considered that the late revolution at Delhi will pro- 
bably occasion frequent marches of different parties all over the 
empire ; — it is agreed to direct the chief and Council of Yizagapatam 
to keep their giin carriages in good order, and to lay before us an 
account of the repairs necessary to put their buildings and fortifica- 
tions into a better state of defence, with an estimate of the expense,” 

The revolution at Delhi, which is here so slightly alluded to, wag 
no other than the invasion of Nadir Shah. This event caanot be 
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passed over withoufe some notice, as it was the first great blow aimed 
at the heart of the Mogul empire. The reigning emperor at Delhi, 
Mohammed Shah, was a weak sensualist, who looked feebly and list- 
lessly on, whilst the Mahrattas were ravaging the country almost to 
the gates of Delhi. But as if this intestine war was not enough to 
ruin the empire, another attack was to be made by a foreign enemy. 
Nadir Shah was a usurper on the throne of Persia. Having estab- 
lished himself on the throne, he reduced Oabul and Candahar, and 
thus approached the frontier of India. He professed to have no 
intention of entering Hihdostan ; but having sent an ambassador to 
demand the delivering up of some exiles, the ambassador and his 
escort were murdered by the people and inhabitants of Jellalabad, 
and Mohammed 'Shah was arrogant enough to refuse satisfaction. 
Nadir Shah was soon on the march. Some sort of treaty was made, 
by which the Mogul agreed to pay two millions sterling, on condi- 
tion that Nadir retired; but from some cause or other the treaty 
was set aside and Nadir marched on and took possession of Delhi. 
For two days order was preserved in the city, and the invaders 
seemed only desirous of obtaining a large ransom. On the third 
night it was reported that Nadir had been assassinated by one of 
the Mogul ladies in the harara, at the instigation of Mohammed 
Shah. Tbe people at Delhi at once flew to arms, and slew every 
i Persian they could find in the streets. Nadir sent out some officers 
to convince the mob of their error, but the officers were slaughtered. 
Meantime he dared not send out his troops into the close streets 
at Delhi, amidst the darkness of the night, but determined to wait 
till morning. The consequence was that before daybreak a thousand 
Persians were slain; but then a terrible vengeance was exacted. 
Orders were issued for a general massacre in every house or laiie 
where a murdered Persian could be found; and from sunrise till 
noon the city was ravaged by fire and sword, until the streets 
streamed with blood. At noon Nadir ordered the massacre to cease ; 
and so exact was his discipline that the order was implicitly obeyed. 
Nadir then left India to its pitiful emperor, and marched oE with a 
spoil which has been estimated at the prodigious sum of thirty-two 
millions sterling. But notwithstanding the horrible outrages which 
had occurred, the debauched inhabitants of Delhi regretted tbe 
departure of Nadir; and for many years afterwards the excesses of 
the Persian soldiery were topics of humour in the looser conversa- 
tion of all ranks, and formed the comic parts of tbe drolls or players. 

But to retni-n to Madras. This same year of 1739 the settlement 
was thrown into a state of serious alarm by rumours of the approach, 
of the Mahrattas. Shao, better* known to our forefathers as Sou 
Eajah, was at present the Eajah of the Mahrattas ; and Bajee Eao 
was his minister or Peishwa, who exercised all the real power. But 
the story of what transpired is best told in the language of the 
^'dnginal records. 
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“ Monday i IZth August^ 1739. — The President prodoced to the Board, 
as now read and entered hereafter, a letter (delivered him yesterday 
evening by Ooja Petrus, from Imaum Sahib to the said Coja Petrus, 
giving him intelligence of a design formed by the Sou Kajah to 
invade this province, and in strong terms pressing our being upon 
our guard, and putting ourselves in the best posture of defence 
we can. 

** The purport of this letter agreeing with the informations brought 
us by other hands, it was thought proper not entirely to neglect the 
same; and therefore the Board agreed to form themselves into a 
Committee, and to take a general survey of the fortifications, attended 
by the Lieutenants and G-unner; to see what is really necessary 
to be done, in order to secure the place against the attempts of an 
enemy.” 

From Imaum Sahib to Coja Petrus^ dated 6th August, 1739, 
received 12 bh August. 

“ Sou Eajah, about two years since, had meditated a design to fall 
upon this country with a powerful army, under the command of 
Baujee Bow; in order to revenge the insult offered his relations by 
the ambitious intentions of the Governors of this province to put 
themselves forcibly in the possession of Tanjore; a kingdom which 
belonged to them (the Mahrattas) alone, and therefore would have 
been a direct invasion of their right. But ISTadir Shah, in the interim, 
having penetrated very far into the empire, made him suspend his 
project for the present. However I am now certainly informed he 
will very shortly put it in execution. To this purpose he has made 
choice of between 40 and 50 thousand of his best troops, the fiower 
of his army; and given the command of them to Baujee Bow, with 
express orders to lay waste this whole country. We have not the 
least reason to doubt the truth of this intelligence. If therefore the 
Gunyms should come this way, you may depend upon it they will 
visit Madras. The strict friendship that has been, and continues to 
be, between the Governor and me, makes me have the welfare of his 
Government at heart. Upon this account I sent him early informa- 
tions in the former alarm we had ; but no notice was taken of tbem ; 
I hope greater stress will be laid upon these. It is a friendly part I 
am now acting, and therefore (I cannot repeat it too often) don^t 
slight' the advice I give you. Acquaint the Governor of what I 
have here related to you, very privately ; and tell him to make the 
necessary preparations for the defence of the Town. Desire him 
particularly to lay up a good store of provisions, and to forbid the 
carrying of paddy or any other grain out of Town. Let him also 
provide himself with ammunition sufficient, and warlike stores. 
The greatest precautions you can use will be too little to defeat the 
attempts of an enemy, whose sudden and quick motions, will make 
you stand in need of your utmost vigilance, I take my leave of you, 
with once more entreating you bo credit the above accounts ” 
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Governor Benyon accordingly took active measure for the defence 
of Fort St. George ; but his proceedings are best told in the lan- 
guage of the records. 

‘‘ Tuesday, lith August, 1739.— The Board having yesterday been 
round the works, pursuant to the resolution of that morning's con- 
sultation, made the following remarks. ^ 

‘'That the wall from Caldera Point along the river to Queen s 
Point is not carried on ; but there is a space of 310 feet in length lefr, 
open, except that there are some ordinary houses built there? which 
are no security; but the river being easily fordable at that place, an 
enemy may without the least difficulty make their entrance there. 

“ That the Palmyra fence from New Point to the Block house is 
entirely gone; and though our Honorable Masters perrnirted the 
building a wall there in the year 172*2, it has not yet been done, 
although absolutely necessary for the defence of the place. 

“That the Drawbridge to the Town is much out of repair; the 
chains and bolts of it almost eaten through with rust, and the wood 
work decayed. 

“ That the carriages of the guns are most of them so decayed that 
they are of little further use than to mount the guns upon, not 
being fit for firing; and should we be put to the necessity of usincr 
them, a few discharges would dismount the guns. ^ 

“That there are many battecas- built close under the Town wall, 
and great quantities of timber and plank lying between the wall an«f 
the sea ; both which in case of the approach of an enemy may be of 
d'angerous consequences. 

“ Tbe completing the wall of the Town appearing to the Board 
of absolute necessity, the Pay Master is ordered immediately to 
set about the same, and to begin with the openin<y bv the river 
between Caldera Point and Queen’s Point; and as soon as that is 
finished to proceed upon the other ; and Mr. Burton and he are 
appointed a Committee to make an estimate of the expense of each 
of these works. 

“ And it being also necessary, in case of the approach of an enemy 
to remove our powder from the magazine on the Island in the Town ■’ 
it is ordered also that the Pay Master clear Put and repair the 
magazine under the several points ; and when these work’s which 
appear o! the most immediate necessity are completed, that he pro- 
ceed to mending the drawbridge, and such other repairs as are ' 
requisite to put ug in a proper posture of defence. 

“ Ordered further that the Storekeeper do immediately set about 
repairing such of the gun carriages as are only decayed in part * and 
that he make new ones in the room of those that are no lono’er 
serviceable; and that the gunner’s mate do attend and oversee the 
yrqpwnen. 
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“ Eesoked farther that} the proprietors of the timber and plank, 
&c., lying under the fort walls have notice given them imnjediately 
to remove the same; ami that such shops and sheds as are in the 
way be piiiied down. 

After these resolutions the Board called for the lists of the 
Military and G-unroom crew, and observing that there are very few 
Europeans in the latter, and no supernumeraries in the former; — it 
was agreed that on this occasion the Gunner entertain as many 
Europeans as he can get ; and that the Lieutenants look out for and 
list as far as thirty Topasses to each Company, if they can find such 
as are fit for service.” 

Tuesday, I4>th August^ 1739. — Agreed on this occasion to entertain 
spy Brahmins, and send them to several parts of the country to gain 
intelligence of the motions of the Mahrattas ; which are frequently 
so sudden as to make it necessary to be more than ordinarily 
watchful.” 

The storm however did not break out until next year, when a great 
battle ensued between the Mahrattas and Dost Ali, the Nabob of 
Arcot, which terminated in the defeat and death of the Nabob. But 
we give the original entries. 

Wednesday, ZOth Apdl, 1740. — The President acquaints the Board 
he had received advice from Imaum Sahib, that the design of the 
Mahrattas to enter this province is no longer to be doubted; and 
though the Nabob was setting out towards the borders, there is not 
a force sufficient in the province to withstand them, and they will 
certainly be soon at Arcot, if some other means are not thought of to 
stop them. 

** Ordered that the Pay Master do make all the despatch possible to 
complete such of the repairs as were thought necessary in consulta- 
tion the l4th of August last ; particularly the wall from New Point 
to the Block house, and a palisado of redwood from thence to the 
sea; it being very easy for an enemy to force their way by that 
Point, and then the whole Black Town will be open to them ; there 
being no wall between that point and the White Town.” 

Monday, \2tli May^ 1740. — The President acquaints the Board 
that last night he received advice, which was confirmed this morn- 
ing, that the Nabob Dost Ali Khan and his youngest son Hussain 
Ali Khan, and several other persons of note, had been killed in an 
engagement with the Mahrattas at pass of the Hills which divide 
this province from Corrapah (i.e. the Pass of Damalcharri) ; the par- 
ticulars of which engagement according to what we yet hear are as 
follows. 

The Nabob was lying at the pass with no more than 2,000 horse 
and about 10,000 peons of Bungar Yeasum Naick’s ; the Mahrattas 
being then ox\ the other side the pass, some overtures were made 
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by fcbe lasfc for an accommodation ; but not receiving any answer 
from the Nabob that was satisfactory, the Mahrattas found means 
to bring about 10,000 horse through a wood (the Poligar of which 
it is supposed showed them the way) ; and the 9th in the morning 
they appeared in the Nabob's rear. At the same time the rest 
of the fiahratta army possessed themselves of the Hills, and came 
down in his front. The Nabob’s forces were soon surrounded, and 
the enemy charging them with fire arms, the Nabob, his sou Hussain 
Ali, and several others about him, were soon killed; after which, the 
Mahrattas having proclaimed that if the rest would disperse they 
should not be pursued, the Nabob’s forces soon fled. Siibder Ali 
Khan, the Nabob’s eldest son who was upon his march to his father, 
but with no more than 3,000 horse, hearing of this defeat turned back, 
and it is thought, designs to shut himself up in Vellore. 

As there is no room to doubt now that the Mahrattas may and 
will range over the whole province, the President acquaints the Board 
he had this morning ordered all the men we have in Garrison to be 
upon duty ; but considering how many Guards and Points we have, 
they will at best be very weakly manned ; and therefore proposed to 
the consideration of the Board, what further to do upon this emer- 
gency ; upon which it was agreed as follows. 

That considering the few men we have, particularly Europeans, 
it is impossible to spare any force sufficient to maun the out choultries, 
which were formerly erected to defend the suburbs; besides that 
those choultries are so much gone to decay that they are not tenable, 
and were they in better repair, it would take up so many men to 
mann them that it would lessen considerably the small number we 
have for the Guard of the White and Black Towns; that they lie at 
so great a distance as not easily to be succoured; and if they should 
be hard pressed, the men would be in very great danger of being cut 
ofi before they could retreat to the Town. Agreed therefore that it 
is not safe to trust any men at the out choultries; but as it would 
make too much noise, and alarm the inhabitants, to bring the guns 
in from thence, it was only ordered that they be nailed up. 

Ordered also that as many Europeans and Topasses be enter- 
tained in the Military and Gun-room as can be procured. This 
order is made general because we have too much reason to believe 
the most that can be got will be far short of what is necessary. 

There being upwards of 200 guns mounted on the walls and 
bastions, and the number of men in the Gunners crew not being 
above one man to two guns, and as in case of action our Military 
will be of most service with their fire arms : — It is agreed to entertain 
two hundred Lascars, if so many can be procured, to assist in work- 
ing the great guns. 

s " Ordered also that one hundred peons be taken in upon the Com- 
pany’s pay under the command of the chief peon. 
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** And the Poligar of this place, being obliged upon any emergencj 
to raise two hundred addiMonal Taliars, on the Company’s paying 
their batta during the time they are in service ; the President was 
desired to order the Poligar to get them ready as soon as possible/’ 

“ Thursday f Ihth May, 1740. — The President acquaints the Boards 
he had received advice from the country, that fifteen or twenty 
thousand Mahratta horse were arrived at Lollapettab and Arcot, and 
were plundering both these places. 

“ There being little or no Europe powder in the Garrison, and but 
500 fire arms that can be depended on in case of action, and- the 
Board being informed there is a quantity of the first and eight 
chests of the latter on board the “ Royal Guardian” consigned to 
BomViay : — It is agreed to sign an order to Captain Hoadly to send 
ashore ten barrels of gun-powder, and the eight chests of fire arms. 

** As it is very likely it will soon be necessary to put our European 
inhabitants under our arms, — it is agreed that commissions be drawn 
out appointing William Monson, Esq., Captain ; Mr. John Stratton, 
Lieutenant, and Mr. John Hallyburton, Ensign/* 

** Monday, I9tli May, 1740. — There being several places on the 
walls, where it will be proper to plant guns for the defence of the 
Town; the Storekeeper is ordered to deliver to the Gunner so many 
as are wanted, and to make ‘ carriages for the same; and till those 
can be finished, the Gunner is ordered to make use of some of the 
carriages on the saluting Battery. 

“ The Pay Master is likewise ordered to buy in a quantity of sheep, 
and to salt up some beef and pork, to make a quantity of biscuit, to 
send to Pulieat for salt fish, to lay in also some firewood, and to look 
out for all the Pegu jars in Town, or other vessels proper for keep-* 
iug water. 

** There being a great want of fanams for the currency of the place, 
agreed that 3,000 Pagodas more be advanced the Import warehouse- 
keeper to purchase silver to coin into fanams. In the meantime, 
agreed to issue out those which were coined for Port St. David, the 
roads being too dangerous to send them overland. 

“ The Chevaux de Prise being out of repair, the Pay Master 
is ordered to get them mended; and there being several other 
utensils of war which we have not in store, such as spades, shovels, 
pickaxes, & 0 ., is ordered to provide so many of them likewise as may 
be thought necessary. 

Thursday, T^nd May, 1 740. — The President acquaints the Board, 
that all the accounts he has been able to get of the Mahrattas, and 
their motions, since lasti consultation, have been very imperfect; 
which he imputes to the danger there is in passing the roads ; except 
that it is agreed part of the Mahratta forces had likewise entered 
Coujeveram and plundered that great Town, And he has also 
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yeceitred freqnent advices o£ the plundering and burning of villages 
foeDween this and Arcofc. One of the Hircarrahs came in last night, 
and brought advice that the Mahrattas had sent about twenty spies 
towards the sea coasts,, though he could not tell upon what design ; 
but a letter frpm a considerable man in the country to bis son that 
is in Town, mentions the same number of spies being sent, and adds 
that it was to enquire what fresh water there was in the rivers or 
tanks, and particularly how much there might be in’Chambrepauck 
tank ; and this morning came into Town several of the inhabitants 
of Trevelore; which is about twelve hours* journey from the place, 
who had fled from thence, and report that a party of horse was come 
there and were plundering that place. 

There being eighteen military men on board the Prince 
William,’* that are returning from Bombay to Bengal ; — agreed to 
send for them ashore, upon promise that they shall go on to the Bay 
by the latter ships ; and that Captain Langworth be ordered to send 
them ashore. 

** Agreed also that Captain Langworth be ordered to send ashore 
twenty men of his ship’s company to assist in the defence of the. 
place ; and the Pay Master is ordered to furnish provisions for them 
and the Bengal Military, and to lay in some arrack to give the men 
a dram morning and evening whilst they are upon duty, as has 
always been customary upon these occasions. 

“ Captain Langworth having some pistol powder on board which 
he oflers to sell, the Storekeeper is ordered to purchase it. 

** There being a parcel of straw houses and huts lying to the 
Northward of the Black Town, within fourteen feet of the walls, 
which in case of an attack on that side would be very inconvenient, 
and make it dangerous ■: — Ordered that notice be given to the pro- 
prietors to puli them down, and remove the materials elsewhere. 
But it was at the same time agreed that the Pay Master, with the 
chief bricklayer and chief carpenter, do first take a survey of the 
same,^ and report the value to the Board, that we may agree upon 
allowing the owners some reasonable satisfaction.” 

The sequel of these exciting events will be told in our nest Chapter* 
Meantime we insert here a curious domestic incident which transpired 
at the commencement of the present year; and which, like a previous- 
one, we prefer printing verbatim in small type, rather than injuring 
the story by an attempt at abridging it. 

** Thursday ) 3rd January, 1740.-' The President delivers to the 
Council a paper now read and entered hereafter ; after which he took 
the following oath administered to him by Mr. Bandall Fowke. 

** I, Eichard Benyon, do make oath and swear, that the two thousand pagodas 
demanded of me on the thirteenth day of November last past by Mr. John 
texdetson, for so much pretended to have been sent by tbe said Mr. Sanderson, 
l^'Ms afervaEtMBggana oh theSnd of March 1738, and by bis said servant to 
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lia¥G been delivered to my Bubash Oasava Obetty Addeppa for me ; and for tbe 
recovery of wbicb be has since brought his action in the Mayor’s Court against 
my said Bubasbj — ^were not received by me, and that I never beard of bis 
sending sucb sum of money till tbe tbirteentb day of November aforesaid, wbes 
Mr. Sanderson vvrote me of it and demanded repayment tberepf 

To the Gentlemen of Qoimcil at Fo'rt St. George. 

** Gentlemen, 

‘‘Mr. John Sanderson having commenced a smt against my servant Casava 
Chetty Addeppa, commonly called Narrain, wMeb bas occasioned much and 
various discourse in Town ; being a case so circumstanced that tbe trntb of tbe 
matter charged in tbe bill will perhaps at last be rather guessed at than fully 
appear ; and as many in such an affair will be giving their opinion according to 
their passions and prejudices j— I have thought it necessary, m my^ own vindi- 
cation, to lay before you some facts and circumstances, which otherwise I should 
not have thought justifiable for any private provocation. 

“ I shall begin then Gentlemen, with acquainting yon, that the 13th of Novem- 
ber last in the morning, I received a letter from Mr. Sanderson, complaining ia 
general of hardships he had suffered from me, and in one part of his letter, said 
that he hoped I would be so just not to detain so large a part of his fortune, 
my man Narrain received of his servant Muggana the 2nd March 1738. ^ As the 
subject was quite new to me, and the whole of his letter very unintelligible, I 
desired he would come and explain it. It would be wasting too much of your 
time to recite all our discourse when he did come ; but as to my hardships which 
have been put upon him, you will, if he thinks fit to tell you what they^are, be 
able to judge whether he bas any reason to complain. I believe you will then 
think he has had great lenity shown him ; and there are many other, who think 
it was too much. As to the money which, he says, Narrain received, when I 
asked him what it was, he said it was two thousand pagodas j and when I asked 
him for what, he said he understood it was for me. Upon which I told him I 
would take my oath I never received a pagoda of it ; but, says I, we vvill soon 
inquire into this matter; and thereupon called for Narrain, bub he being that 
morning in Town I appointed Mr. Sanderson to meet me again in the evening ; 
but before I acquaint you with what passed then, it will be necessary that I tell 
you some things which passed before. 

“In January 1736, my servant Narrain came into my writing room, and 
showed me a letter to Mm from Mr. Sanderson, whose servant Muggana had 
brought it to him, with one thousand pagodas, designed as a present for me. 
The original I have ready to produce to you and the copy is as follows. 

“ To Oasava Chetty Addeppa. 

“ I have sent my servant Muggana to you, who will inform you the great 
misfortune that attends me here, for want of a choice of able people to contmct 
with ; besides, the prices I allowed last year in proportion to the deduction made 
is so great, that I am informed by several people that tbe merchants were actually 
losers by the cloth ; and still there is a large debt standing out by Lingan's set of 
merchants, one of which has proved a bankrupt and owes half of the debt among 
them for his share. 

“ You will find by what Muggana will deliver to you, I have made the same 
compliment for the Governor I ever did for his predecessors ; which I do with 
a great deal of goodwill, hut can less afford it of any time since Mr. Macrae 
left Madras. 

“ You may depend upon my readiness to serve you on all occasions. 

Yizaoapatam, 7 ■ assured friend, 

Wth Becemter, 1735. > John Sanbersok.’* 
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‘'After I had read this letter, I was a good deal surprised at the matter of it, 
as well as the confidence he reposed in his servant Muggana, I considered that 
if I returned the money by the bearer, he might still pretend I had received it^; 
and though I should have wrote Mr. Sanderson that I had not, I much doubted 
in whom he would have most faith. 

'' I therefore concluded it was most safe to take the money into my own 
possession ; and without saying what my design was, I ordered him to be brought 
into me with the money ; which was accordingly done ; and Muggana having 
laid the money down upon a table before me, & and Narrain went out again ; 
after which I delivered the money to my cash-keeper, with directions to keep it 
till I called for it, and the 7th February I wrote Mr. Sanderson a letter the 
copy of which is as follows 

I have seen the letter you wrote to Addeppa, and am very sorry to observe by 
it that you were upon such hard terms whilst you were at Injeram,; when at the 
same time, I have very good reason to believe, both your neighbours at Vizaga- 
patam aud Maddapollum set rent free. Bub however that be, I am sure neither 
the Company’s affairs, or your own, can be carried on as they ought to be, if 
wbat you offer upon the present occasion is once established us a constant 
practice. Yet that you might not be deceived in what has passed here, what 
your Bubash brought I have thought fit to take into my possession, and desire 
you will send an order to Mr, Morse bo receive it of me. He need nob be 
acquainted upon what aceonnt it is ; neither is it proper that notions of this sort 
should be public or propagated, for fear of the evil consequence that such a way 
of thinMng may be attended with. 

" As you know now what terms you are upon with me, I must recommend it 
to you that if you are industrious and vi^lant, in promoting the investment, you 
will want no reasonable encouragement from hence ; but we cannot answer to 
give such extraordinary prices for bad cloth, when we ought to have given less 
for that which is good ; but I write you apart and in the general more fully 
about your investment and this is sufficient here. 

I am. Sir, Your assured friend/’ 

February 7tK 1736. 

“The 5th March Mr. Sanderson acknowledged the receipt of this letter and 
wrote me as follows : — “ I have your Honor’s pardon to ask in offering to do a 
“ thing: so contrary to what you seem to expect,* if it is your Honor’s pleasure 
“ of returning that which my servant delivered, if you please of sending it by 
“ some vessel to me as it will be less public,” Upon the receipt of this letter 
from him, and supposing the money his servant had delivered was cnrrant 
pagodas, I ordered Mr. Ooulding, who was my cash-keeper, to lay it out in 
M&ras pagodas ; and the 29th May 1736 I sent them to Mr. Sanderson by 
Capin-in Hepburn ; and the 15th June Mr. Sanderson wrote me “ The small 
" chest Captain Hepburn brought came out right according to the mark of the 
“ bag/’ The 24th July 1736 he wrote me again as follows : “ Possibly your 
“ Honor would take it amiss if I did not inform you ; but the pagodas I sent 
“ your Honor was a sealed bag of new Madras pagodas, and it is reasonable to 

be supposed may have been paid away in the room of others.” I have no copy 
of what I wrote him in answer, but believe it was in substance that he judged 
right in supposing the money had been paid away instead of other ; that some- 
body was possibly the better for them, but as I was not, I did not think myself 
accountable for the difference* 

I need not take up your time in recounting what passed with regard to the 
Pissagapatam investment till the end of 1737 » when it was thought proper to call 
up hither, and the 19th January following he arrived here. It was then too 
a. season for us to enter upon any particular debate in OouneU relating to 
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the Yizagapatam affairs ; except that it was agreed we could not advance the 
prices of that cloth, or continue any longer to pay whiat we did the year before. 
But I had frequent discourses with him. and he showed me some proposals 
■which he said Eaganacailoo had made, and he did not douht would comply ■with 
them. I cannot now recollect all that passed between us ; but at last having 
assured me that, if he was permitted to go to Yizagapatam again, he would do 
his utmost to make a good in vestment ; and if he should not be able to do that, 
he would himself desire to come up next season ; I gave him to understand 1 
■^vould not be against his returning thither. We were too busy then in des- 
patching the ‘‘Royal Guardian,’* to bring the matter into Council; but he 
doubted so little of going again to Yizagapatam, that he proposed to me to buy 
a French ship, which was then in the road to be sold, in order to be employed in 
the trade between Yizagapatam and this place ; which I very readily came into, 
and it is very remarkable that ship sailed for Yizagapatam the 27th February 
four days also before, he says, he sent the money ; and that day also Hs paper 
relating to the Yizagapatam investment was read in Council, and which I believe 
was looked upon then as preparative to his return thither. 

I must now acquaint you with two other particulars, hut the exact time I 
cannot recollect. Talking with me once about his turned out cloth, be asked 
me if I would take it upon my own account ; telling me I should have it for two 
thousand pagodas less than it cost him, or that he would lose two thousand 
pagodas by it. I did not ask him to explain himself, but guessing that he meant 
what he ought not, I only told him I did not know wRat to do with it. But I 
resolved from that time not to touch it upon any account. 

“ At another time he brought me an open account current, upon balance 
whereof would have been due to him upwards of 2,500 pagodas by reason of 
several sums he disbursed for ray account ; among others my share of the French 
ship above mentioned. And observing be had given credit therein for 2,000 
pagodas as cash received, which I knew he had not, I supposed it to be a sum, 
that he wanted to he paid in part of the balance. I was therefore going to call 
for my cash-keeper to order the money to be paid ; hut Mr. Sa'nderson stopped 
me and said he did not want the money. Upon which I asked him what he put 
it in the account for ? He replied again that he designed it as a present, or 
desired that I would accept of it, or to that effect. Upon that I asked him how 
he could make any such offer, or imagine I had any such expectations after what 
had passed between us about the thousand pagodas he sent by his servant 
Muggana ? Or, said I, do you think I refused that because it was not enongh ? 
We had a good deal more discourse at that time, hut I cannot charge my memory 
■with so much of it as to be particular in reciting it here ; but it tended to 
convince him that I would accept of no such offers, and that he might depend 
upon all the good offices in my pow^'er without any expectations of that sort ; in 
which as I was very sincere, you may judge of my surprize when he first 
acquainted me he had sent 2,000 pagodas the 2nd March 1738 by his servant 
Muggana to HaiTain. 

“ Concerning which Mr. Sanderson being come to me accordingto appoint- 
ment the 13th November last, I called Narrain in, and charged him with having 
received that sum from Mr. Sanderson by his servant Muggana, and with having 
owned the receipt of it and promised repayment, which Mr. Sanderson affirmed 
he had. Narrain absolutely denied it ; but acknowledged that Mr. Sanderson, 
since his return to this place, had told him that he had advanced to his Gomastas 
at Yizagapatam to the amount of 2,000 pagodas in rupees, and had demanded 
that money of him here ; which Narrain said he had promised to pay, if Mr. 
Sanderson had any receipt for it from his Gomastas, or so soon as they should 
give him any advice that they had received it. Upon this Sir. Sanderson denied 
that he ever made any such demand upon Narrain, and said those accounts 
were settled at Yizagapatam, and he had been paid there. Upon which Narrain 
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proof, as mneli as tlie nature of tlie thing can admit of, that the money was paid 
by Muggana to Narrain ; and that I cannot but be surprized that the Governor 
should make himself an advocate for his servant, as if ifc would admit of a doubt 
whether or no Karrain had received the two thousand pagodas. 

But to put this affair in a clear light, I sent for Muggana from Masulipatam, 
who is now come j and as he was the only person^that transacted the affair, he 
the said Muggana has made his affidavit before Timothy Tullie, Esq., Mayor of 
the Corporation of Madraspatnam, of the material transactions therein and 
though I must lay under a very great disadvantage by prosecuting Narrain in 
this affair, who is supported hy so powerful a master, yet the justice of my 
cause is the only reason which induced me to sue for the two thousand pagodas, 
which as Governor Benyon declares, it never was applied to the use T designed 
them or that he received any benefit thereby. 

Therefore I do declare and depose upon oath that (as verbatim in the body 
of the Consultation.) 

I am, Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

Fort St, George, 7 Your most humble servant, 

Sth January, 174o! ) John Sanperson.’" 

.Nothing further upon this extraordinary matter is to be found in 
the Madras Records. 
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The year of our Lord 1740 was an exciting year in Fort St. George* 
Besides the constant fear of the Mahrattas, which is sufficiently^ 
indicated in the following extracts, there was a correspondence 
between the Governor of Fort St. George and the Governor of Pon- 
dicherry, respecting an outrage which had been committed by an 
English Captain and his officers in the Pondicherry roads. More- 
over, towards the close of the year, or rather about the beginning of 
the year 1741, a terrible scandal occurred on board one of the ships 
from Europe, which made no little stir in Fort St. George. These 
incidents with some others will all be found in their proper place ; 
and indeed in most cases the extracts will be found to tell their own 
story. 

Our first selections refer to the Mahrattas. 

Tuesday, 27th May, l740.-'Tbe President then acquainted the 
Board that he had received some advices from the country, that a 
treaty was on loot between the Moors and Mahrattas ; but he could 
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not say yet, what hopes there was of an accommodation, the 
Mahrattas insisting upon very high terms; in the mean time they 
st.ili coriti?me to plunder every where near them, and he is sorry 
to add that several parties ot horse, the broken remains of the late 
j^^abob's army, were to the full as troublesome to the villages as the 
Mahratta army to the greater towns; that they are roving about all 
over the country, and no village escapes them where they think 
anything is to be got. The President adds that upon this advice 
he ordered out the peons and Poligar’s men to keep guard at the 
Mettahs, and out parts of the pettahs ; and hoped they would be able 
to prevent any mischief from these little robbers, if they were not 
joined by any body of the Mahrattas.’’ 

“ Friday^ ZOth ifu.?/, 1740. — There being no wall from Charles^ 
Point to the cloth godowns nest the river, for which reason that part 
of the White Town lies entirely open and defenceless, and may be of 
very ill consequence if the place should be attacked ; it is agreed to 
be absolutely necessary to have that part of the Town inclosed with 
a wail also ; and the Pay Master is ordered to lay in materials as soon 
as possible ; and while those are getting ready, be is ordered to 
prepare a plan of that part of the Town, that the Board may the 
better consider in what manner to have it built. 

“ The ditch which was formerly dug from Queen’s Point round the 
Black Town to the Sea side, being by length of time and from neglects 
in not keeping it clear, now almost entirely filled up; — the Pay 
Master is ordered to have the same new dug ; as the Board are of 
opinion it will be very useful to keep ofi an enemy ; more especially 
as the walls of the Black Town are'but weak, and we have but few 
men to defend them.’’ 

At the same time the Board agreed upon the following establish* 
merit of Gunners. 


Fumher of men thougM necessary for the Gunroom Crew, 


1 Gunner. 

1 Do. Mate. 

1 Do. 2nd do. 

I Do. 3rd do. 

1 Do. 4tli do. 

4 Quarter gunners 

0 Do. 

35 Europeans 
20 Topasses 
80 Do. 

1 Syrang. 

2 Tindalls 
35 Lascars 


6 Pags. each 
@ 5 do. 

@ 100 fanams each 
@ 91 do. ... 

© ;73 do. ... 

@ 3 pagodas each 

© 2 do. ... 


13 

10 

9 

8 

7 

24 


. P. 0. 
0 


',0 

■0. 

■: 0 '' 

0 
0 

30 0 0 
97 IS 0 
50 20 
160 0 
4 0 
0 0 
70 0 


188 persons. 


Amount to pagodas ... 488 28 0 
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Li'4 nfmeti in the Gunroom^ disabled and superammated, ivith their former 
pay andpresenipensionu ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 



■ /Former 

Present 


...pay per.' 
month. 

pension . 

Himiplirey Laweock, Senior 

5 0 

0 

2 18 0 

Adrian Tcmrbeek, Senior ... 

... ■... ...2 28 

0 

1 14 0 

Balph Ascough ^ 

■■ ... ' ... ... 2 28 

0 

1 14 0 

Thome DeRozario ... ... 

2 0 

0 

10 0 

Francisco DeHello 

2 0 

0 

1 0 0 

LiiviTence DeSonza ... ... 

... ... ... ... ... 2 0 

0 

10 0 

Michael Gomez 

■ ... . ... 2 "0 

0 

1 0 0 

Ventura Dos Santor 

... ... ... 2 0 

0 

10 0 

8 persons. 

, 20, '20 

0 

10 10 0 


The guns at this period available for the defence of the Fort St. 
George amounted to one hundred and ninety -three. 

Thursday t 12th June, 1740. — Telesinga Chitty and ISTellamuta 
Ooxnrapa Ohetty attending, produced to the Board letters from their 
gomastas at Salem, advising that they have 250 ox loads of cloth 
lying ready there to send to Cuddalore ; but are afraid to venture it 
without a guard, lest the Poligars should plunder it upon the road. 
After some discourse with the Merchants, they gave it as their 
opinion that 30 or 40 peons would be sufficient to protect them. Upoa' 
which it was agreed to send 20 peons from hence, and that they be 
joined by 20 more at Fort St. David, and to proceed from thence to 
the borders of Salem where the cloth will be ready. However trie 
merchants do not propose to venture it all at once, but at three 
cffiereiit times. Agreed that directions be given to Fort St. David 
accordingly, and that twenty peons more be added to tlie other 
twenty, and that by them we send 3,000 pagodas worth of fanams.” 

In consequence of some trouble arising from a debt of one of the 
Company’s servants at Yizagapatam to one of the country Eenters, 
the following order was issued. 

Friday, 27th June^ 1740. — That no Company’s servant, or other 
European living at Yizagapatam, shall directly or indirectly borrow 
any money, or otherwise become indebted to any of the Moors 
Governors, or to any of the Eajahs or country Benters ; and whoever 
shall be guilty of a breach hereof shall be suspended from the Com- 
pany’s service, if Covenanted servants, and sent for up hither ; those 
who are not in the Company’s service, shall be sent' for hither and 
from hence to England.” 

We extract the following entry simply for the purpose of explain- 
ing that the Town rent of 1,200 pagodas per annum was continued 
to be paid to the Nabob of Arcbb. 

“ Friday, Bth July, 1740. — The Nabob Subder Ali Khan, having 
wrote for the Town Bent for the last year ending the 30th ultimo, 
twdve hundred pagodas is now paid to his order.” 
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An iiicidenfe occurred about this time at Pondicherry, which ocea* 
j^ioned some iengfchy correspondence between the French and English 
GoYernors of Pondicherry and Port St. George. An English ship 
named the “ Nancy” arrived in the Pondicherry roads, where she 
was sold by her owner to some Frenchman ; and the Captain, whose 
name was Coxon, was ordered to deliver her up. Captain Coson 
however refused to give up the ship, unless, as he said, some guarantee 
was given that the wages of himself and crew should be paid. The 
matter was represented, or perhaps misrepresented, to M. Dumas 
the then Governor of Pondicherry; and after some resistance the 
ship was recovered by force, and Captain Coxon and his men placed 
in custody. The story however is best told in the following letter 
addressed by a Mr. Le Blanc to Governor Benyon. 

Letter from Mr. Le Blanc at Fondicherry^ dated 
17th July, N. 8. 1340. 

SiE, ■ ■ ' ■ ■ 

Mr, Monger concluded a contract for his ship the latter end o£ the 
last week, and yesterday he fixed to give us possession of the ship 
“ Nancy,” which has occasioned a strange disorder. I take the liberty 
to let you know what passed on that occasion, knowing you to be too 
good a judge not to blame a parcel of rogues that he bad on board, 
who, if in England, or if Frenchmen, would have had the gallows for 
their pains. Yesterday, I being on board the Brigantine, Monsieur 
Pafchelin, Mr. Monger, Mr. Sheradder (who was chief mate on board 
the Nancy, bur. discharged here by the Captain 4 days ago, because he 
is an honest man and would not join his Captain in his rogueries) came 
on board about 5 o’clock in the evening, desiring me to go on board 
the ship “ Nancy” with them to take possession of her. I accordingly 
went with them on board said ship, where on onr approach they 
hoisted English colours. Being on board, Mr. Monger presented to 
Captain Coxon the copy of his owner’s orders to the said Captaiuji 
asking him if he did know said orders to be just ; he answered he 
did. Whereupon Mr. Monger told him he sold the ship and desired 
him to give us possession, which he refused doing, although securities 
offered him in writing to pay all wages due on the said ship, djc., 
from the time of our going on board and while we stayed there. 
The second mate, whose name I believe is Heath, with three black 
helm’s men, were posted at the foot of the Ensign Staff, swearing 
and blaspheming that any man that would attempt taking down the 
English colours, he would knock out his brains. In short Mr. Monger 
in writing signified to the Captain that he protested in the name o£ 
the owners against him, and therein ordered him to strike his top- 
masts and moore the ship until further orders ; which signification 
the Captain took in his hand after he heard it read, and gave it 
before us all to a man with orders to throw it overboard, which was 
done. We quitted the ship. Mr. Monger as soon as ashore went 
and made his complaint to the Governor, praying him to assist him 
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by force to keep the ship, and what was in her, for the proprietors. 
The Governor immediately ordered fourteen soldiers with a Serjeant 
to go on board said ship, and secure her by force, or otherwise ; and 
in the meantime sent orders to our Europe ships to arm and mann 
their boats to hinder the said ship’s getting away ; and he ordered 
me to go with Mr. Monger to see his orders put in execution. The 
Ghellinga that carried the soldiers got away before us. On our 
coming near the ship, seeing a great deal of lights on board we 
thought the soldiers had got possession; but coming more near 
we were ordered by the Englishmen on board on pain of death not 
to advance. We were then under her so as to hear very plainly 
Captain Coxoii order to fire on us, and to heave some grenadoes on 
board; which seeing, and having no arras nor men, we made off, 
expecting every minute the effects of their madness, and went on board 
the Europe ships for their help. On going a good distance from the 
Nancy” we met the boat of soldiers. I asked them why they did not 
obey orders in going on board ; they answered that on the threatening 
of the Englishmen the boatmen would not row on board. I ordered 
them ashore to receive further orders, and went on board the Europe 
ship, who I found manning their boat to force their way on board the 
Nancy.” We then went ashore to acquaint the Governor with what 
passed. We wei*e near the shore, when we saw the fire of several 
small arms, as in an action ; and on the bar we met with two boats, 
•with a company of soldiers and an officer, &o., going on board. When 
on shore we saw the signals of two fires or lights on board, which , 
the Europe ship's boat was to make when the ship was secured. On 
which all was easy for the night. It seems they were preparing to 
get under sail when the boat boarded them, having swayed up the 
foreyard, though the topmast was struck. This morning about one 
o'clock a part of the soldiers, with Captain Ooxon and second mate 
Heath, both tied with ropes, come on shore, and are now in the black 
hole. The other rogue, whose name I believe is Holmes, is in danger 
of his life, having received some wounds by the resistance he made ; 
he is on board the Europe ship under the care of the Surgeon. The 
officers that were on board the Europe ship’s boat make affidavit 
that as soon as they came near the ship, and that they answered they 
were Frenchmen, they were fired on by the ship ; on which they 
returned the salute and at once boarded her on her bow, before the 
others had time to send the grenadoes, which were all ready on the 
quarter deck. They found Holmes on the forecastle, ready to fire a 
second time, when he was wounded. 

** I am Sir, your most humble and obedient Servant, 

LeBlanc.” 

From another letter received about the same time, Governor Benyon 
learned that Governor Dumas and Council at Pondicherry proposed 
treating Captain Coxon and his officers as pirates. Accordingly he 
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wrote to Pondicherry to intercede for the criminals, who had’.beeQ 
guilty of an outrage, but who could scarcely be suspected of a 
piratical inteutioii. In reply G-overiior Dumas wrote the following 
letter ; which our readers will not fail to see is penned in that cour- 
teous style which distinguished the French gentlemen of the time of 
Louis Quatorze. 

Translate of Monsieur Dumas’ letter to the PresidenU 
dated 26th July, 1740. 

SiK, — I have received the letter that you did me the Honor to 
write me, relating to the affair of Mr. Coxon and the two mates 
of the Fancy. I cannot tell. Sir, whether you have been truly 
informed of what passed on that occasion ; and therefore will give 
you the particulars. Captain Monger, who have been here some 
time with his ship, sold her to Mr, Patheiin and his partners, 
and went on board to deliver her to the buyers. But when he 
got on board, Mr. Coxon and his adherents threatened to throw 
him overboard, and obliged him by force to get out of the ship 
with those who went with him aboard; threatening further to fire 
upon them if they did not immediately retire. Mr. Monger came 
ashore, told me what had passed, and desired me to let him have 
some force to get possession of his ship ; which he told me the officers 
and the crew had an intention to carry away in the night. It was 
six at night, but I immediately sent a Serjeant and six men in a 
Chelinga to order Captain Coxon, who was on board, to come and 
talk to me, to let me know bis reason for this conduct, promising him 
to do him justice. But instead of receiving the Chelinga I sent, 
they forbad them to come near them ; threatening to fire at them* 
and they did actually get one of their cannon and some grenadoes 
ready to fire. The Serjeant returned ashore and told me what bad 
passed, which put me under a necessity to order the Commodore of 
our Europe ships to send his boat armed on board the Fancy,” to 
seize these mutineers, and bring them ashore. When the boat got 
near the ship, and those on board had asked from whence they came, 
the officer answered it was the Commodore’s boat, and they were 
going on board by the Governor’s orders. The reply was a discharge 
of several musquets at our boat, which obliged them to fire also at 
the ship. The boat’s crew boarded her in the bow, and made them- 
selves masters of her. They found Mr. Coxon and the other two 
armed with musquets and grenadoes, and a single cannon loaded 
with broken bits of iron and primed. Happily during this whole 
affair nobody was killed. Only one of the three English gob some 
cuts from a sword which he is almost recovered of. Now, Sir, be 
pleased to judge yourself of the conduct of these three people, and 
what punishment they deserve. I own I never did believe they 
intended to turn pirates, but believe all these impertinences are 
owing to liquor. 


570 


G0VEBN0E8HIP OF 


[1740. 


The great regard I have for you, Sir, will engage me to proceed 
in this affair agreeable to your opinion. Nay I consent that you 
shall determine their punishment, and will deliver them up to. you, 
on condition you will promise me they shall be punished. I shall 
wait your answer before any proceedings are begun against them. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, &c., 

, .■."Dumas”:". ...■■ 

G-overnor Benyon was now in a difficulty. If the men were sent 
to Madras, the Government had no power to punish them, because 
the outrage had been committed in a foreign territory. In this 
dilemma, he could only request Governor Dumas to punish them 
Mm seif, as bethought proper; and then to send them to Madras, 
that they might be subsequently despatched to England. The fol- 
lowing short note from Governor Dumas shows how the matter was 
settled. 

Translate of a letter from Monsieur Dumas at Fondicherry^ 
dated Uh Auqustf 1740. 

« SlE, 

I have received the obliging letter you did me the honor to write 
me. There is nothing more agreeable to me than opportunities of 
serving you. As to the , article of pardon, I am of opinion it should 
be entire ; and therefore. Sir, whenever you please to send for the 
two Englishmen who are beret will deliver them to your order. 

I have the honor to be, &a, 

Dumas.” 

Ooxon and his officers were accordingly brought to Madras, and 
from thence sent to England. 

Amongst these important matters we find the following entry. 

Monday, Ath Augustf I74i0, — A box of “wiggs” directed to Mr. 
William Gibson, late surgeon at Yizagapatam deceased, having been 
sometime since delivered to the Secretary, who was ordered to keep 
them till some body should administer to that estate, — he is now 
ordered to sell them at outcry, and pay the net produce thereof 
into cash.” 

Our nest extract refers to another negociation carried on between 
Pondicherry and Fort Saint George. 

Saturday, 16S Augmt, 1740.— Received a letter from Mr. Dumas 
and Council of Pondicherry, relating to four men deserted from their 
garrison to Fort Saint David, and suspected of having murdered a 
man ; and whom they therefore demand in the name of his most 
Christian Majesty to be delivered up to them ; proposing also the 
entering into a treaty with us about the delivering up such criminals ; 
as they have done with the Butch and Danes on this Coast, and with 
otir Gentlemen at Tellioherry. 
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“ The subject being taken under consideration, the Board are of 
opinion, that a murder attended with such circumstances as that of 
which the four deserters stand suspected with so much reason, ought 
not to go unpunished ; and that the giving up those men is no con- 
travention to the protection of the flag, upon promise of the Gentle- 
men of Pondicherry, that if they are not found guilty of the murder^ 
they shall be pardoned the desertion. 

As to what is proposed, both from Pondicherry and Port Bt. 
David, about entering into some agreement for preventing mischiefs 
of this sort in future, we think it may be better to hold ourselves afe 
liberty in that respect ; nor do we suppose the Gentlemen of Pondi- 
cherry will concern themselves further about it, since we have com- 
plied with the intention of such an agreement in delivering up these 
men.”' ■ 

Towards the close of the year the Mahrattas again became trouble-^ 
some, as will be seen by the following extracts. 

“ Monday, 3rd November, 1740. — The President acquaints the Board, 
that there lias for some days been a report that the Mahrattas were 
coming again into this province, which had given a fresh alarm to 
the inhabitants ; that yesterday the families of several considerable 
Moormen came into Town, more were come to-day, and others were 
upon the road; that he had endeavoured to inform himself whafe 
might be the reason of the Mahrattas marching again towards Arcot, 
concerning which reports were very different ; but that which had 
the best authority, and which he hoped might be depended on, was 
that Ragojee Busseirah (Bhonslay) was coming with only 3,000 horse 
to the feast at Trinomoly ; and though the grand army was advanced 
to Coloure, it was only to receive the last payment due from the 
Nabob who had sent Kistmajee Puntaloo to settle it with them- 
However, as neither Mahrattas or Moors depend much upon the 
faith of each other, the Nabob was putting himself in a posture of 
defence at Arcot; and had given leave to those who were afraid 
to stay there, to go and secure themselves where they thought fit, 
till all matters were adjusted between him and the Mahrattas, and 
these last were retired again to a greater distance. In the meantime 
the President has given fresh directions to the Hircarras to observe 
what passed in the country, and send him constant advices o! the 
motions of the Mahratta forces.*^ 

Monday, 24:th November, 1740.-— The Mahrattas having again 
entered this province, upon which account the inhabitants are flying 
again into our bounds; and apprehending it may be dangerous 
sending money overland to Port St. David at present, agreed to defer 
it till there is reason to believe the roads are clear from the Mahrattas 
or other robbers/' 

Timday, 2iid Becembef, 1740. — Advices received yesterday evening 
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and this morning, that the Mahrafctas ha,ve plundered and burnt 
several towns no great distance from us. 

**' Tuesday, 9th Decemher, 1740.-~The Carpets in the Consultation 
room being quite worn out, agreed that new ones be bought and the 
old ones be sold for the most they will fetch. 

Tuesday, 9tli Decemher, 1740.-~The Board having in Consultation 
the 30th May last, agreed that it was absolutely necessary that that 
part of the White Town lying from Charles' Point to the Cloth 
godowns next the river, should be enclosed with a wall ; and having 
hitherto deferred the consideration in what manner it should be 
built, partly for want of materials, and partly because the Mahrattas 
having come to an agreement with the iSTabob to leave the country 
on payment of a sum of money, we thought there was reason to hope 
they would before now have returned to their own country, without 
giving us any molestation. But as we look upon their lane conduct 
to be a breach of faith with the Nabob, and a manifest violation of 
their agreements with him ; and it being confidently reported on all 
hands that they intend to visit the sea port; — the Board agreed it 
to be absolutely necessary that some fence should be run up at the 
before-mentioned part of the White Town as soon as possible. But 
as we have not a sufiicienfc quantity of materials ready, and perhaps 
also not sufficient time to biiild a strong wall there : — the Pay Master 
was ordered for the present to run up a wall of two bricks and a half 
thick upon the wharf, which has been already built there by the 
inhabitants ; and that it be twelve feet high above the wharf. The 
expense of this will not be above four or five hundred pagodas ; and 
our intention is only to make such a fence as may prevent the enemy 
from marching directly into the Town, and their musketry from 
firing into the houses; either of which they might at present do if 
they have never so little resolution ; since the river is fordable, 
and the bank on the opposite side as high as the wharf on this. 
But as this is only a temporary remedy, and very far from a suffi- 
cient security, it is agreed to represent the same to our Honorable 
Masters, and desire permission to secui’e all that side of the Town 
effectually by building a curtain with proper batteries and points all 
along it/' 

It may be here advisable to glance at the general proceedings of 
the Mahrattas. Bajee Kao, tV»e celebrated Peishwa or prime minister 
of the Rajah of the Mahrattas, who had already projected the con- 
quest of the Mogul empire, had become reconciled to bis rival 
Kaghojee Bhonslay ; and had incited Raghojee to invade and plun- 
der the Carnatic, whilst he himself could direct his whole operations 
against the Nizam of the Dekkan. But death broke in upon the 
ambitions dream. Bajee Kao was seized with a sudden illness on the 
banks of the Nerbudda, and expired on the 28th day of April 1740. 
About the same time, as we have already seen, the Mabratta army 
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under Eaghojee Bhonslay had poured into the CarnafciV, defeated and 
slain Bose Ali in the neighbourhood of the Darniilcherry Pass^ and 
commenced levying contributions ali over the province, until bought} 
off by Sabder All Khan, the son in heir of the late Nabob. Eaghojee 
had then made a secret com i)act with Subder Ali, to return and crush 
Chunda Sahib, who was then in possession of Trichiiiopoly, and who 
had for some time excited the jealousy and apprehension of the court 
at Arcot. 

The death of Bajee Eao fora while changed the current of affairs. 
Eaghojee left the main army, and hurried back to Sattara to prevent 
if possible the succession of the son of Bajee Eao to the office of 
Peishwa, In this design he failed. The office of Peishwa was now 
nearly established as hereditary ; and (notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion of Eaghojee Bhonslay,) Ballajee Bajee Eao, the eldest son of the 
deceased Peishwa, succeeded to the high station which had been 
occupied by his father. Eaghojee Bhonslay then returned to the 
Carnatic to prosecute his designs against Trichiriopoly. 

“ Thursday^ IBth Decejnber, 1740. — The President acquaints the 
Board that Imaiirn Sahib, on his going to the Northward, had sent 
his children hither for security in the present unsettled state of the 
country; and he being now Fonjdar at Masiilipatam, in very great 
favour both with Nazar Jung, and his father Cheen Kulich Khan 
(Nizam of the Dekkan) ; and standing fair for some considerable 
preferment in this province whenever they shall resolve to settle the 
Government; — the President therefore proposed to the consideration 
of the Board, whether it may not be of service to the Company’s 
affairs to take the opportunity of the approaching feast to make a 
present bo the children of about 150 pagodas value ; which being 
debated, it was agreed that preserving the friendship of Imauni 
Sahib was of great consequence to the Company ; that such an occa- 
sion is not likely to happen again ; and the laying hold of it must 
be agreeable to them ; and therefore the President’s proposal was 
agreed to. 

** Saturday f 20th December, 1740. — General letter from the Deputy 
Governor and Council of Port St. David of the iOth instant read ; — 
advising several parties of Mabratta horse having lately appeared 
near their bounds, and that Porto Novo had been plundered by them, 
and requesting a supply of men and powder.’’ 

“ Saturday, 20th December, 1740. — A very high sea upon the full 
moon ill October last, having overset the palisadoes and piles between 
the block house by New point and the sea ; — the Pay lilaster is ordered 
to have them set up again ; and the Lieutenants of the Garrison, 
representing that it would be necessary to have a small palisado fence 
mad© within side the gates of the Black Town, to secure tbe guards 
there in case there should be any design to surprize them, and as we 
ought to guard against all treachery within as well as against an 
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*‘To tbis fcbe Captain answered, that it was very true he bad been 
too intimate with her for most part of the voyage after the first two 
months ; that she showed a fondness for him even at Portsmouth t.<i 
that degree, that it made Mrs. Cummings so uneasy as to burst out 
into tears, which he had much ado to overcome by promises of a 
prudent behaviour with regard to her; that he withstood daily 
repeated importunities for full two months, but confessed that at last 
she prevailed on him ; that she had fallen in love with a young 
fellow in the passage between Gravesend and Portsmouth ; that she 
was suspected to have been too intimate with a young man that lived 
in the house with her ; and that she bad behaved in general so ill 


enemy wiDhout,— the Pay Master is ordered to set about them ; it 
being cornpnted also that the expense will be but a trifle.” 


“ Holiday f 22nd December, 1740.— At present the country is so full 
of troubles by the Mahrattas having entered a second time into this 
province, and their intended march to the Southward, that none ot 
the merchants think it safe to send any more money into the country 
for the provision of calicoes.’* 


Monday, 29ih December, 1740. — Ordered that the Secretary do 
call upon such of the Company’s Servants as are become of age since 
last year, to sign new covenants and name their securities; and that 
they attend the Board to that end on Saturday next.” 


The progress of events is here relieved by a domestic incident, 
which is somewhat more lively than the notices of the proceedings 
of the Mahrattas. Miss Elizabeth Mansell, a young lady passenger 
from England, and a near relation of one of the members of Council, 
had most unmistakeably committed herself with Captain Cummings, 
the commander of the vessel ; and then on the arrival of the ship at 
Port St. George, Miss Mansell was induced to lay a capital charge 
against the Captain, with the hope apparently of saving her ow!i 
character. This charge was solemnly investigated by the President 
and Council. But some extracts are worthy of record as belonging 
to the scandal of the time. 


^ Saturday, 28th February, 1741. — Miss Mansell and Captain Cum- 
mings, both attending the Board pursuant to order, her information 
was read and re-attested by her on oath; after which she was 
examined to the manner where it happened, .where the other two 
young ladies were, who were fellow passengers with her, and how 
she was preverited from calling out for assistance. To which she 
answered that it was near ten at night in the balcony of the ship ; 
that the other two ladies were in the round bouse. She confessed 
further that at the Cape she had consented to his wishes ; but tliat 
previously it had been against her will. She added that since that 
time the Captain had beat her, pulled her by the hair of her head, 
and called her several names. 
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that the family she lived with were resolved to get I’id of her at 
any rate. 

Miss Mansell had no further proof than her own oath to support 
the charge laid against the Captain ; but Mrs. Mary Coales being 
cialled told the Board that she had often seen Miss Mansell cry; that 
in particular on Christmas day last, she with a flood of tears said she 
could never be happy ; that she had sotnetiraes on these occasions 
asked Miss Mansell what was the matter, and w’^as answered that the 
Captain and she had some words. 

This witness, being asked by the Captain if Miss Mansell ever 
complained of him, answered in the negative; being further asked 
if she had not from Miss Manseirs conduct suspected an inbimtcy 
between them, she answered that sometimes she was almost tempted 
to think there was, and that she was often in a passion if the Captain 
happened to take any notice of herself. 

Mrs, Martha Ooales being called, declared that she had often seen 
Miss Mansell cry. which she attributed to some little quarrels between 
the Captain and her; but never asked the reason, and that one day 
being below in the great cabin with Miss Mansell, the Captain from 
above said or did something that provoked Miss Mansell to call him 
villain and rogue and other names, adding that he had taken away 
her character. 

“ John Clause, passenger, declares he Vieard the Captain and Miss 
Mansell quarrelling together ; which he thinks was about a month 
or sis weeks before their arrival at this place, but he did not take 
notice of the words. 

Anthony Wood, Captain’s Steward, avers that he observed Miss 
Mansell fond of the Captain even at Portsmouth; that Mrs. Cummings 
saw it and was very uneasy, that she was to go in the ship. He said 
further that at Portsmouth she was caught playing at Tagg with a 
couple of footmen. 

Mark Eomney deposed that he had observed a great intimacy 
between the Cai)tain and Miss Mansell ; that often when she and the 
other Ladies were above, if the Captain showed any civility to them, 
Miss Mansell immediately flew out in a passion ; that he knows there 
was a familiarity between them ; that being on the poop one night 
about 11 o’clock he saw the Captain and her sitting in two chairs, 
and she with her arm round the Captain’s neck, when he heard her 
call him her dear Captain and saw her kiss him; that he showed it to 
his companions, who bid him make no noise lest they should be 
heard ; and thats he beckoned to a midshipman, who was a small 
distance off, to come and look ; who put his finger to his nose but 
w^ould not come. 

All these evidences were examined on oath. Miss Mansell, 
having in her examination said she came ashore with a resolution to 
prosecute Captain Cummings for this fact s—she was asked how she 
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came to be silent so long, and why in the letters she wrote ashore by 
the Catamaran (which being received in company were shown to 
several people) she had given the Captain so good a character ; which 
seemed so ill to accord with the intention she said she had to publish 
this a:Sair. She answered that for the letter he dictated it, and made 
her also take an oath never to disclose what had passed between 
them just before they got in here; but that it was her full intention 
to divulge it as she had now done. 

“ To this the Captain answered, that as to the letter, it is true he 
wrote it foul, but that he did not dictate it ; that she desired him to 
put in a great deal in his own commendation, arid he had much ado 
to convince her that it might give suspicion of a fondness, if she 
said more than was in that letter ; that as to the oath, it was not for 
fear of being accused, but because knowing the impetuosity of her 
temper and her furious passions, he feared she would by word or 
action betray herself, and therefore hoped the tie of an oath might 
check her, and save her from x’uining herself in the manner she has 
done; that he is certain she had no design to tell this story, but that 
somebody or other had worked her up to it ; and to convince the 
Board more fully that she had no such intentions, he instanced in 
many particulars which showed there must still be an intimacy 
and familiar correspondence carried on between them, long after her 
coming ashore ; since she had told him many secrets of the family, 
and made complaints to him of unkind usage she fancied she had 
received; this being mostly confessed by her to be true, she was 
dismissed. After which the Captain being ordered to withdraw, the 
Board agreed that there did not appear sufficient cause to indict the 
Captain; and therefore that he be discharged from his confinement. 
After which he was called in and acquainted therewith ; but at the 
same time told that his conduct with relation to this young woman 
would be a perpetual blot on him, since she was under his care and 
protection ; which he endeavoured to answer by insinuating that 
she was careless of her reputation before she came on board ; but 
which be had no proof to support, and was therefore stopped from 
proceeding in this sort of defence/’ 


CHCAPTEK XX.I'V. 

GOTERNOESHIP OF ME. RICHABB BENTON. 

(Continued.) 

1741. 

The commencement of 174-1 saw but little change for the better in 
the prospects of Fort St. Greorge.^, Whilst the main army of the 
Mahraitas was besieging Trichinopoly for the purpose of wresting 
tljat kingdom from the Mussulman rule of Chiinda Sahib, straggling 
parties of Mahratta horse were plundering the country up to the 
very borders of Fort St. David ; and it was expected that when 
Trichinopoly was finally captured, the Mahrattas would move on 
towards the coast and attack the European settlements both at Fort 
St. David and Fort St. George. In January, Raghojee Bhonsla, who 
commanded the Mahratta army in the Carnatic, made extraordinary 
demands upon both settlements, which necessitated immediate pre- 
parations for defence on an extensive scale. Every day accounts 
became more and more alarming. On the 23rd January, Governor 
Benyon informed the Council that B party of between four and five 
thousand Mahratta horse had entered the bounds of Fort St. David; 
and that the English Deputy Governor bad discharged about a hundred 
eanrj’^tt from Ouddalore before the enemy retired ; and even then the 
Mahrattas were not prevented from carrying off a considerable booty 
from Mangicopaug and the ‘‘Washing- Town.’* At the same time 
the news arrived that this body of horse had passed on from Fort 
St.^ilavid and plundered Sadras ; and would have plundered the 
Dutch factory also, had they not been gallantly repulsed by the 
Dutch Governor. It was also stated that these Mahrattas were still 
encamped on the Sadras river, and that it was uncertain what design 
they would attempt next, and that possibly they were only waiting 
there until they were joined by a larger body. Accordingly the 
Government of Fort St. George ordered that thirty men should be 
landed from a ship’s company then iu the roads, and that all the 
English, Portuguese, and Armenian inhabitants should be put under 
arms. 

Subsequently Governor Benyon received advices from Arcot, inti- 
mating that this body of horse Tormed no part of the Mahratta army 
engaged in the siege of Trichinopoly; and that the ISFafoob had sent 
to the Mahratta Generals to complain of this inroad into the Carnatic. 
However it was known that the Habob had no power to rlaent the 
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came to be silent so long, and why in the letters she wrote ashore by 
the Catamaran (which being received in company were shown to 
several people) she had given the Captain so good a character ; which 
seemed so ill to accord with the intention she said she had to publish 
this affair. She answered that for the letter he dictated it, and made 
her also take an oath never to disclose what had passed between 
them just before they got in here; but that it was her full intention 
to divulge it as she had now done. 

** To this the Captain answered, that as to the letter, it is true he 
wrote it foul, but that he did not dictate it ; that she desired him to 
put in a great deal in his own commendation, and he had much ado 
to convince her that it might give suspicion of a fondness, if she 
said more than was in that letter ; that as to the oath, it was not for 
fear of being accused, but because knowing the impetuosity of her 
temper and her furious passions, he feared she would by word or 
action betray herself, and therefore hoped the tie of an oath might 
check her, and save her from ruining herself in the manner she has 
done; that he is certain she bad no design to tell this story, but that 
somebody or other had worked her up to it ; and to convince the 
Board more fully that she had no such intentions, he instanced in 
many particulars which showed there must still be an intimacy 
and familiar correspondence carried on between them, long after her 
coming ashore ; since she bad told him many secrets of the family, 
and made complaints to him of unkind usage she fancied she had 
rweiyed ; this being mostly confessed by her to be true, she was 
dismissed. After which the Captain being ordered to withdraw, the 
Board agreed that there did not appear sufficient ca\ise to indict the 
Captain ; and therefore that he be discharged from his confinement. 
After which he was called in and acquainted therewith ; but at the 
same time told that his conduct with relation to this young woman 
would be a perpetual blot on him, since she was under his care and 
protection ; which he endeavoured to answer by insinuating that 
she was careless of her reputation before she came on board ; but 
which he had no proof to support, and was therefore stopped from 
proceeding in this sort of defence.” 
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(Continued.) 

1741. 

The commencement of 1741 saw but little change for the better in 
the prospects of Fort St. George.* Whilst the main army of the 
Mahrattas was besieging Triohinopoly for the purpose of wresting 
that kingdom from the Mnssnlman rule of Ghunda Sahib, straggling 
parties of Mahratta horse were plundering the country up to the 
very borders of Fort St, David ; and it was expected that when 
Triohinopoly was finally captured, the Mahrattas would move on 
towards the coast and attack the European settlements both at Fort 
St. David and Fort St. George. In January, Ragbojee Bhonsla, who 
commanded the Mahratta army in the Carnatic, made extraordinary 
demands upon both settlements, which necessitated immediate pre- 
parations for defence on an extensive scale. Every day accounts 
became more and more alarming. On the 23rd January, Governor 
Benyon informed the Council that party of between four and five 
thousand Mahratta horse had entered the bounds of Fort St. David; 
and that the English Deputy Governor bad discharged about a hundred 
cantK^ from Guddalore before the enemy retired ; and even then the 
Mahrattas were not prevented from carrying off a considerable booty 
from Mangicopang and the ‘‘Washing -Town.’’ At the same time 
the pews arrived that this body of horse had passed on from Fort 
St. Ite,vid and plundered Sadras; and would have plundered the 
Dutch factory also, had they not been gallantly repulsed by the 
Dutch Governor. It was also stated that these Mahrattas were still 
encamped on the Sadras river, and that it was uncertain what design 
they would attempt next, and that possibly they were only waiting 
there until they were joined by a larger body. Accordingly the 
Government of Fort St. George ordered that thirty men should be 
landed from a ship’s company then in the roads, and that all the 
English, Portuguese, and Armenian inhabitants should be put under 
arms. a 

Subsequently Gcovernor Benyon received advices from Arcot, inti- 
mating that this body of horse formed no part of the Mahratta army 
engaged in the siege of Triohinopoly; and that the Nabob had sent 
to the Mahratta Generals to complain of this inroad into the Carnatic, 
However it was known that the Nabob fiad no power to resent the 
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injury ; and it was more than doubtful whether the' movements of 


- j ^ V, vriiciMici uiic iiiuverneiiiis or 

this separate body had pot been directed by the Mahratta Generals 
who were besieging Trichinopoly. The latter doubt was speedily 
removed by the return of the horse to the main army of 'rrichino- 
poly ; and in March the place was in the hands of the Mahrattas, and 
Ohnnda bahib carried oS prisoner to Sattara. 

extracts from a General letter despatched this rear 
by the Madras Government to the Court of Directors, contains ‘per- 
haps the most authentic account of the events connected with this 
memorable siege. 

4.1. cannot tell you any thing more agreeable than 

that the Mahrattas paving taken Trichinopoly the middle of March 
last, returned to their own country in May without coming into this 
province We shall trouble you with some account of the siege or 
rather blockade of Trichinopoly. We wrote your Honors last year 
that bubder Ah Khan and his brother-in-law Chunda Sahib, after 
having spent some days at Pondicherry returned to Arcot, and con- 
tinued together there some time and to all appearance were very 
good friends. Meer Assad* remained with the Mahrattas, who were 
>ipon the Western borders of this province, under pretence of being 
'an hostage for the suras the Nabob had agreed to pay them ; but 
sometme m November Subder AU Khan acquainted Chunda bahib 
M.eer A.ssad had finished a treaty with the Mahrattas, by which 
was, stipulated that seven lacs of rupees, as part of thirty-two he 
^d.^reed to pay, was the composition of Trichinopoly. Chunda 
bamb, surprized that such a treaty had been concluded without his 
participation, told Subder Ali that be knew how to transact his own 

words passed between 

- Chunda Sahib left Arcot without taking leave 
or Subder Ah and made haste to Trichinopoly : his partisans givin<^ 
out that he had wade it gQ strong and stored well with ammunition 
^nd provisums of all kinds so that it would hold out a siege of three 
years; and if. the Mahrattas should attempt it they would only lose 
gieiy time to no purpose; nor would they have thought of it if 
..^bder Ah had not engaged them in the undertaking, upon promise 
;'^o,pay them a large sum mo-nthly till such time as the place should 

be taken. Whatever private agreement Subder Ali had made with 
.the Mahrattas the known enmity which both he and Meer Assad 
have long: had towards Chunda Sahib, the supplies of provisions 
-^ey .sent to the Mahratta Gamp, and other circumstances, make it 
;fe# too probable the destruction of Chunda Sahib was what they had 
much at heart. However the Mahrattas, when they came to the 






. , j**' Assad hecajte Dewan in. the .room of Chunda Sahib, after the latter 

prisoner by the MahrattL 
battle ai Ilbpuleharry ; and it was he who negotiated with the 

“ *• « V “.vs 
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borders of Trichinopoly, only demanded seven lacs of rupees ; which 
t>eiiitr refused by Ohunda Sahib, they advanced towards the capital, 
and there was some skirmish in the suburbs. After which they 
made no attack upon the place, but contented themselves with 
guarding all the passes to the town, that no provisions or any other 
assi.sta?ice should get in. In this work, though their own army 
was siiffieieutly numerous, they had the assistance of the King of 
Taiijore and the tributary princes of Trichinopoly, who articled 
with the Mahrattas thatf they should not leave that place in the pos- 
session of the Moors. It was not long before Ohunda Sahib found 
himself greatly distressed for want of provisions, and then oSered 
to make up the sum of twelve lacs. It was once thought the Mah- 
rattas would have accepted of his offer; the rather because Kutfca 
Singh was believed to favour Ohunda Sahib, and had often sent to 
Eaghojee Bhonsla either to take the Town or the money, and threat- 
ened to draw olK the forces which were more particularly under feis 
command. Chunda Sahib's partisans affirmed for some days that 
the treaty was absolutely concluded. They went further, and reported 
that the Mahrattas had engaged to put Khan Bahauder into the 
Government of this province. Khan Bahauder^ was intended by old 
Sadatulla Khan for his successor; and had procured some grants 
from the Court for that purpose; but being a very weak man, the 
ministers espoused the interest of Dost Ali Khan, father of Subder 
AH Khan, and fixed him iu the Government. It is not long since 
that Chunda Sahib, to serve some ambitious purpose, married his 
daughter to Khan Bahauder ; and he was with Chunda Sahib in 
Trichinopoly durii]^ the siege. Subder Ali Khan was so alarmed 
about the treaty which was then on foot, that he shut himself up in 
Ginjee, and from thence wrote to the two Mahratta Generals, com- 
plaining of their breach of faith. At the same time, the King of 
Tanjore and the tributary princes #ho had assisted them^took: their 
images out of their Pagodas, and adjured them (the Mahrattas), by 
all their gods, nob to leave them exposed to the resentment of Ohunda 
Sahib. In fine the treaty was broke offi, and Chunda told that they 
would agree to no peace that should leave him in the possession of 
Trichinopoly. Chunda Sahib’s provisions growing more scarce every 
day, and being reduced to very great necessities, began to entertain 
thoughts of delivering up the place. All the hopes he had left was 
from his brother Budda Sahib, reckoned a brave man and who was 
then at Madura. Chunda Sahib wrote him in the most pressing 
terms to come* to his relief ; and Budda Sahib having gob together 
5,000 horse and 7,000 or 8,000 foot with a great quantity of provisions,. 
Wrote his brother he was upon his march to assist him ; and that ha 
hoped to force his way through the camp ; but the letter was inter- 
cepted by the Mahrattas who sent 20,000 horse to waylay him. A. 

* This Khan Bahauder was the same as Gonlam Hussein, who was at fost 
Dewan to Dost Ali, but was afterwards superseded by Ohunda Sahib. 
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smart engagement ensued, in which it is said about 2,000 men were 
killed on each side. This battle was fatal to Badda Sahib ; he lost 
his life in it ; and the Mahrattas having found his body, covered it 
with a rich cloth and sent it into Trichinopoly ; upbraiding Chunda 
Sahib with having by his obstinacy been the occasion of his brother’s 
death. Chunda Sahib, being then in despair, the next day being the 
IStb March, delivered the Town and himself up to the discretion of 
the enemy. The many and various reports which were spread about 
during this siege, kept every body in suspense and in continual alarms, 
. >s doubting what the Mahrattas would do after they had taken it. 
For ourselves we knew not how to depend upon what the Nabob said, 
as it was plain he had himself a great distrust of the Mahrattas* 
We had some reason to believe the letters wrote to the President from 
Futta Singh, and Raghojee Bhonsla, proceeded from the politics at 
Arcot; but that scheme not taking effect, the Nabob and his ministers 
affected an extraordinary care and concern for us, and were very 
ofilcious in advising us of any motion which the enemy made towards 
these parts, and how to behave ourselves towards them.” 

Chunda Sahib having, as we said, delivered himself up to the 
discretion of the Mahrattas, agreed afterwards, as it was said, to pay 
them eight lacs of Rupees for his ransom; and Khan Bahauder with 
Francis Pereira were sent to Chunda Sahib’s wife, wbo was in Pon- 
dicherry, to receive the money. But the good lady, pretending a 
"^diistrust, answered that she had not so much money by her, or if she 
had, would she part with it till she should see her husband?” If 
he was sent to her, she would sell her jewel Sj and borrow, what was 
wanting among her friends. The Mahrattas having received that 
answer, carried Chunda Sahib and his son along with them to 
Sattara, ,the Sou Rajah’s* capital. His partisans now give out that 
he is in great favour at Sattara; and that by the interest of that 
Court with Cheen Kulich Khan, he will obtain a grant of the govern- 
ment of this province, and will be assisted with a large body of 
Mahratba horse to drive Subder Ali Khan out of it. 

« **It was for sometime uncertain what the Mahrattas would do 
with Trichinopoly. There were several bidders for it, but it was 
tnought they were most inclined to put in the next heir of the late 
que^n; but as he could not give them security for the money he 
offered, they left Morarde Gorbada,f Yiceroy there, with 4,000 horse, 
till the^ Sou Rajah should give further orders. When they took 
possession of it, they would not suffer it to be plundered. It is 
i^gined their reason for that was, that they knew most of the 
riches bad been conveyed out before they laid siege to it; and if 
' bad acted otherwise, the Sou Rajah would have expected them 
ave accounted for a larger sum than they found. One thing is 

* Sahoo Rajah perhaps better known as Shao. 

t Thb celebrated Morari Rao. 
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remarkable, and yefc is affirmed for truth, that they left orders with 
the Viceroy to pay the same tribute to Arcot which had been usually 
paid by the Kings and Queens of Trichinopoly. 

‘‘The Mahrafctas having thus settled the government of Trichi- 
nopoly, 40,000 horse took the Western road through Mysore. The 
two G-enerals with the rest of the army took another road which 
borders upon this province. Nabob Subder Ali kept himself close 
in Ginjee. We know not what particular affairs remained to be 
adjusted between them, but after some stay within a day’s journey 
of Ginjee they marched on to the Northward, and passed the Kistna 
about the end of May. 

“ The beginning of that month, the President received a letter 
from Nabob Subder Ali, advising that the Mahrattas had passed the 
mountains of Balaghaut; and at the same time Budda Sahib wrote 
another letter, advising the Nabob with his family, intended to go to 
Mekka ; and therefore desired some houses might be taken for them 
in Town, as they designed to be down here, to stay here till the 
season for proceeding on the voyage. Budda Sahib, however, 
intimated that he heard the Nabob had no real design of going to 
Mekka; and indeed our other advices from the country to us assured 
us there was nothing more in it than a family "quarrel. However we 
thought we could not avoid preparing for their reception here; and 
then advised Budda Sahib that the houses were ready whenever they 
pleased to come. Some months have since passed, but though the 
Nabob still talks of coming down, most people doubt. We hop© we 
shall soon be at some certainty ; because all this while we are paying 
sixty pagodas per month rent for the houses. From Ginjee the 
Nabob removed to Vellore, and from thence to Arcot, where he now 
is; and Meer Assad, the sole minister about him, a man of strong 
parts, bold and resolute. The Nabob follows his advice implicitly, 
and perhaps thinks him the more necessary in the present juncture 
as most likely to extricate him from the difficulties he is under. 
Money is the great thing wanted to pay the arrears due to bis 
father’s and bis own troops ; which amount to 400,000 pagodas ; and 
also to make up such sura as may be sufficient to get himself con- 
firmed in the government of the province. But the means made use 
of to raise it, have given great disgust all over the country ; as the 
minister is not in the least scrupulous in raising contributions from 
every body that is in his power.” 

Having thus placed before pur readers a general view of the con- 
dition of the country, written at the very time, it may be as well to 
turn to the history of Fort St. George. About the very time that 
Trichinopoly was taken by the Mahrattas, Governor Benyon des- 
patched a present to the Mahratta general with the following letter 

“ To EaghoJeb Bhoksla Sijbah, General of the Mahratta Army. 

Lately I have received from Mr. Hubbard the Deputy Governor 
of Tevenepatam (Fort St. David) a copy of the letter yon wrote him. 
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' ■ ^ Pleased with the friendship yon express for the Eno-lish ■ 

; " ^l>“g to cultivate it. Mr’ 

" Hubbard acquaints me that he had complained to you, some of the" 

people belonging to your army had entered the bounds of Tevene 
winS’w?*^ done some damage to the inhabitants. Such proceedin<ys 
Will always be attended with mischief; and therefore I was ver^r 
glad to read you had promised him that you would lay your strict 
i’ molestation in future By 

therefore I havl 

r" ^ send a vakeel, on purpose to assure you of our friend- 

I and regard for you. I have also sent some things to Mr Huh- 

^ parDiculars and send to^ 

! together with our Vakeel: and I refer voif 

i Subbard for what further be shall write you, and what else will 

I ship^ bet^^ ul”^ Vakeel of our inoimations to preserve the friend- 

time another letter and present were desnatcbed 

®* Tevenepatatn having advised me that 
“ ri Ealhojee Bhonsla I 

S® P*‘''P°»« '"'jth a letter from myself to that 
^ S-? ^ “I I opportunity of writing to you, I woufd 

omB.., ib.l|Sd,Mp Sta7J“,;°i;"i‘STro^t°SirV‘d 

S.”™™ ’SlSl rb? ‘IJ ®°''™ of Vets “« 

adi^ you tnd of whSf T oi which he will 

wntfw^^+^b L “ ? 1 ^ y®"*" acceptance. They are not 

' rS f “ ®®"®™^ = I °"ly intend^^em as 

Will add to tLir TOlue!”^ person, and your acceptance of them 
*^® the Native Princes 
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Company's seal; fcbe Shroffs had managed to slip in considerable 
quantities of inferior money in the bags which bore the Company's 
seal, A long and wearisome enquiry was then carried on which 
terminated in the imprisonment of the three Shroffs, and the confis- 
cation of their goods ; and further the Shroffs were placed in the 
pillory for one hour on the 26th day of every month, until they could 
be transported to the West Coast of Sumatra. It will be seen in a 
future entry under date 18th January 1742, that the latter part of 
this sentence was commuted. 

Meantime, whilst domestic affairs were in this state, the Yakeel 
sent to the Mahratta camp before Trichinopoly, had delivered the 
letters and presents to Raghojee Bhonsla and Futta Singh Bhonsla. 
But we extract the official account of his proceedings. 

“ Thursday, IQtli April, 1741. — The President acquaints the Board, 
he had this morning received a letter from Coopiah, the Yakeel sent 
to the Mahratta camp, advising his arrival and reception there, the 
translate of which is entered after this consultation.’* 

“ From Coopiah^ Vnheel in the Mahraita camp at Trichinopoly, 
dated the Sth April and received on the I6th instant, 1741. 

** I am now in the Mahratta army, which is encamped about ten miles 
West of Trichinopoly. The Governor of Tevenepatara despatched 
me to the Mahratta camp, with the presents be had prepared for the 
Mahrattas. When I arrived at Trichinopoly, I first made myself 
acquainted with Coanari Pontoloo and Roy Shasharoy, the managers 
of Rajah Raghojee Bbonsla’s affairs ; and upon their introducing me 
to the Rajah Piittaand Rajah Raghojee Bhonsla, I delivered them the 
presents and the letters ; they received them and upon looking into , 
the presents they said they were very good things. At which time 
I presented then your Honor’s respects, and the Governor of Teven^- 
patam’s service ; besides several other compHtnents from your Honors, 
and that you are tVieir friend. Upon hearing this, they said that their 
predecessors had a desire for your friendship, arid settled you in this 
country ; and therefore you may live safe in your place without having 
any concern. They gave me beetlenut, and told me that to-morrow 
they should have more leisure to speak with me, when they promised 
to send me away. 

“ About two or three days after they had taken Trichinopoly Fort, 
they sent a part of their army towards the kingdom of Mysore; and 
they afterwards sent another part along with Obunda Sahib to the 
said country. The horse that are already gone out is 40,000 ; and 
they have about 30,000 here, who will also go away as soon as they 
have settled some government at Trichinopoly. 

** The Rajahs have at present delivered Trichinopoly Fort into the 
care of Morari Rao Gborepuray, Oommknder of ten or fifteen thou- 
sand horse; but Raghojee Bhonsla has a great mind to restore it to 
the old Gentoos, and he is treating with Eammania and Govindaya 
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for that fmrpose; and I think that in. fire or six dajs time they will 
gire the Gorernment to the Gentooa, and will go away and I will 
adnseyour Honor whateyer shall pass hereafter.” 

“ Friday, ^Uh April, 1741. — The President acquaints the Board he 
b^reoewed another letter from the Vakeel Ooopiah, acquaintin'^ 
him that he had received his audience of leaye from the two Mahratia 
Generals ; who h^ also delivered him horses and seerpaws and oowles 
for this place and Fort St. David. At the same time the President 
received a let^r from.Eoy Shasharoy, a principal officer in the Mah- 

“ From Eot Shashaeot, an officer under the Mahrattah Generals. 

“ Though your Honor did not write me a letter, yet I have heard 
of your goodness and reputation from Mr. Hubbard the Governor of 
Twene^tam, who has wrote me a letter, and sent some clothes and 
other things, along with Coopiah and Andy Venkiah Vakeekro h« 
pr^ent^ to Rajah Futta Singh and Rajah Raghojee BhonsTa ;s aUo 

^amajeePontolooandGontoloo, officers andmanagers ofTeirXirs 

T^en the Vakeels arrived, theyanplied to me, and I aoanainted both 
rf the ^jahs of their arrival, and caused a proper 

With him ; where I introduced them to the Rajahs 
ftud told tihotn tnnch in your Honor’s uraiso THa rvrAo ^ * 

m^ed to the Rajahs by yoar vSl. ^ ^ 

.;“Iwa8 notwantingto tell the Rajahs what was most nronerin 
the same inanner to the Governor and second of Tevr„enatem • ltd 

£.i“K.:ShCl,h7’“.:JV‘“’ p™«»p3 

meu What can I Lv mZl ’’ ^ commands on 

"»• • "?•«*■■« 

mtakm, i„ „ ,k. „„ .ohiL'S wmKXj • 

. Thursday, 21«t May, 1741.— The Dennt-v ^ ^ 

hf Fart St. David having left it to u?to" rlatdX" 
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seiifc Yakeel to the Mahratta camp ; and the said Coopiah haTitig 
intimated his desire to be admitted into some constant paj ; in con- 
sideration whereof he would be always ready to go upon any service ’ 
which should be thought proper to employ him in ; — the Board beiiig 
satisfied with his fidelity and conduct in tiiis last affair, and consider- 
ing that the unsettled state of affairs in the country ‘■may make it 
frequently necessary to employ a capable person upon such occasions, 
and believing this man to be very proper and fit for the purpose, — 
agreed to allow him a pay of five pagodas per month. 

“ The President produces to the Board translate of a letter he 
received from Morari Kao, viceroy of Trichinopoly, requesting a 
supply of ammunition ; which being taken into consideration, the 
President is desired to retnrn such an answer, as shall neither be an 
absolute denial, or bind us to any thing hereafter which we may not 
think proper to comply with.” 

We now return to the domestic affairs of the English settlement. 
The following extracts will explain themselves. 

Monday^ ^hth May^ 1741. — Complaints being frequently made by 
the Military ofiScers, that the soldiers of the garrison are decoyed and 
carried away by the country shipping ; and the same being often prac- 
tised also with the sailors belonging to the Europe ships ; to prevent 
the like in future, it is ordered that if any person or persons, whether 
belonging to the country shipping or others, shall, hereafter be found 
to be any ways concerned in secreniug, decoying, or carrying away 
from the place, either by sea or land, any of the military of the gar- 
rison, or seafaring men belonging to the Europe ships, — be or they 
so offending shall, for the first offence be fined in the sum of 50 
pagodas a head for every soldier or sailor so secreted, decoyed, or 
carried away, and for the second offence be sent to England. 

“ And whereas several strangers come into the place, and are har- 
boured in the public houses, without any report being made of them 
to the President agreeable to an order made for that purpose in 
President Harrison’s time; — it is ordered that if any inhabitant, 
public house-keeper or others, shall for the future entertain any 
stranger arriving at this place, either by sea or land, who has not 
first been with the captain of the guard in order to his being carried 
or reported to the Governor,— he, she, or they shall for every such 
offence be fined in the sum of 50 pagodas. 

And that no one may prebend ignorance of the foregoing orders, 
the Secretary is directed to affix copies thereof at the gates of the 
Town.” 

** Thursday t ^Sth May, 1741.— The Company’s merchants not having 
brought in any cloth lately, or taken any money in advance, they 
were ordered to attend ; and being called in and discoursed concerii- 
iug the investment, alleged that it could not be thought strange 
they had not brought in any cloth for some months pasty as every 
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body had been in continual dread and apprehension that the Mah- 
rattas would overran this province as soon as they had taken Triclii- 
xiopoly ; aiid bhoiigli they had taken another route, and were returned 
towards their own country without coming again itito this province, 
yet many of the weavers and spinners, who had fled from the towns 
and villages in the country, were not yet returned to their habita- 
tions. Besides that the danger upon the roads had been a great 
omderance to the bringing of any quantity of cotton and cotton-yarn 
irom the distant countries ; by which means those two necessary 
articles were become very dear and scarce; insomuch that the natives 
^aiid a difficulty in getting cloth made sufficient for their own wear. 
i<or all which reasons they could not as yet Impe to get any cloth 
that was good and fit for the Gorapany at any tolerable rate. They 
‘^included with promising that uoon the first advice from their 
ijromastas that any business could be done, they would immediately 
let' 118 know it.” ^ 

The ^following record of the duties of the respective officers and 
soldiers of the garrison of Fort St. George, will perhaps prove inter- 
nesting to our military readers. 

Thk DUTY OP Military Oppicers and Soldiers as daily practised 
IN THIS Gauiuson of Fort St. George, 1741 , 

Gofiamh duty. 

■ ‘‘ The Oaotain of the gnard for the time being, to order the drum 
to beat to arms at 7 o’clock in the morning; the monnting Company 
to parade over against the main guard (Sundays excented), or else- 
Where as the weather permits. 

“ The Captain that mounts guard, to meet the Oantain that dis- 
mounts on the parade while the mounting Company are under arms, 

^ ° Sundays about nine ; there to 

-distnniiiitfnCT reports, and also any extraordinary orders, that the 

fhe tfme of hf T •“ received from the Governor during 

the time ot his having had the charge of the guards. 

to hoar all manner 

of complaints that may be made either by or against the military 
If any country people misuse the soldiers, the Captain to send them 
to a Justice of the Peace to have satisfaction, 

“.If any of the miliary misuse the country people, upon making 

Kofh have (after hearing 

both parties) satisfaction. But if either parties have any extraordH 
siary complaints tihat is of consequence, the Captain of the o-uards 
tmiuediately to acquaint the Governor therewith. ^ 

hospital once in twentv. 

^^py of the military, to acquaint the Governor therewith, Like- 
i^,apioathe desertion of any of the military, the Governor to be 
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informed thereof immediately. The Captain of the guards to attend 
lihe Governor once a day, r-o receive his orders ordinary or exti*aor- 
dinary, and oftener if required.” 

Ensign* s duty. 

“ The two Ensigns that mount guard are to ar.r.end the parade in 
the morning at beat of drum to arms ; one Ensign mounts the main 
guard under the Captain, the other mounts the Choultry himself. 
The Eiivsign that takes the main guard is to view and examine the 
Tuen’s arms and clothes whilst under arms, to see them in good order 
and fit to mount guard ; those who are any ways out of order he is 
to report them to the Captain of the main guard. 



All reports from the out guards, whether ordinary or extraordi- 
nary, are to be reported to the Ensign of the main guard during the 
CafJtaiids absence, who is to send them to the Captain by a Serjeant 
as soon as possible. 

The Ensign of the (White Town or) main guard, to go the rounds 
in the White Town at 10 o’clock at night, attended by a corporal aiid 
four men. He is to visit all the gates in the White Town, and to 
inspect with the officers arid men of the several guards he passeth, 
to see that they are in fit order for their night duty, and that their 
eentinela are alert on their posts ; to see that those gates that should 
be shut are faSt and secure; whatever he sees deficient or out of 
order to report it at his return to the Captain of the xnain guard. 

He is also to see the main guard gate shut, and all the keys sent 
up to the Captain. 

The Ensign of the Choultry guard, to visit all the out guards in 
the evening about five or six o’clock without any attendance. jHe 
is to see the officers and men in good order, and fit for their night 
duty. If any be absent or out of order, he at his return to report 
them to the Captain or Ensign of the main guard. 

“ He is to attend at his guard at 10 o’clock at night, to draw out 
his men to receive the Ensign of the main guard when he comes the 
rounds. He is to see his gate shut about 1 1 o’clock at night, and to 
see his guard in good orders, to send up his keys to the main guard, 
and to report the condition his guard is in. He is also to examine 
all strangers coming overland through any of his out gates, as soon 
as be is informed of it by the Serjeant or Corporal through which 
gate they come ; to send their names and place from whence they 
came to the Captain or Ensign of the main guard.” 

** Serjeant and CorporaVs duty. 

The Serjeants of the mounting Company are to attend the parade 
in the morning (with their halberts in their hands) when the druffii 
beats to arms; they are to size and regulate the men under arms, to 
keep silence among the men, and to avoid talking themselves. They 
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ire to take their turns, one each mounting morning to make the 
tjompany in rank and file ; and to report t.o the Captaiti of the •'nard 
and to the Jinsign that takes the main guard, what number of men 
there are paraded. If any gone into the hosnital, he is to report them 
to the Captain of the main guard. The Serjeant, after' they are 
detached to their respective guards, are not to quit tiieir guards 
themselves, nor to suffer the Corporal or Private men to do the same 

K ®'‘8ign by whom they are 

detached. Ihe Serjeants with their Corporal are to exercise their 
men every morning on their guards, in order to make them expert 
a^insfe they come to be exercised by their Ensigns on the Island.’ 
Ihe Serjeants ami Corporals of both White and Black Town are to 
p the nigp rounds every hour, attended with a proper guard, from 
tp at night to five the next morning ; to see that the oeiitiiiels are 
alpc on their posts and to enquire what condition the guards are 

he ’’mn ’ ni Corporal of every guard 

hepasseth. The BlaA Town rounds make all their reports to the 
Obpltry guard ; the White Town rounds to.make all reports to the 
main guard; to oelivp their Leaden Chop marked into the hour 

Captain of the guard may know if 
any have neglected going round in their turn. ^ 

SeHeant pd Opporal, each day after they come off guard, 
are to stap orderly in tbeir turns according to seniofity ; theifdutv 
the parole and other orders that may be 
i^ued out at the mam guard that day, aiid to carry them to the 
Captains and Ensigns that are of guard, ^ 

*u‘' that are to sleep in 

*^® S"" ®''®‘^> they are to 

begin to call the roll, to report the absent men to tlie Insigu of the 
main guard ; they are to keep silence after the roll is ^hed No 

CernerT ““i^^ 8“"®’’® “‘t '"ght, except One Serjeant, one 

Fk. ^ ’ t “®" half white, who are to <.o from 

^ C®''®’’”®* garden house, from thence 

LntEl, SO at eleven round the suburbs to see if the 

through whroh thev''’n“'^ “® disturbance is made in the streets 

which they pass ; to suppress gaming houses to stnn all 

nf iTvf '’® And a S sfx 

^rdsare^to T**® ®®'’jf“t8 and Corporals of the out 

guards are to Jock their gates exactly at ten o’clock at ni^bt' and 

*'®P°rt the same, and the condition their guard’s are 
to® StTten a?S^ f Z*'® 

ro oe snnt at ten at night, and opened at gun fire in the morning.” 
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Exercise. 

‘‘ The Company that comes off guard on Monday morning, to be 
called together by beat of drum about five the same evening on the 
parade against the main guard ; there to be regulated by the Serjeants 
and to receive their powder; from thence they are marched upon the 
Island, by two Eiisigns that are off guard ; one Ensign each Monday 
takes his turn according to seniority to give the word of command 
to exei'cise the Company ; beginning with the manual exercise, so to 
the evolutions and plattoon, or any other different firing as he shall 
see most convenient ; the men are to keep a profound silence, to 
hearken diligently to the word of command, and to perform ail their 
motions with life together. No officer is to give any orders ou the 
Islafid, but him whose turn it is to exercise the men. 


** Mounting the Companies is in this manner ; that Company that 
comes off guard one morning mounts in the White Town next day, 
and tbe“day after mounts in the Black Town, and the next day comes 
off again ; so that two companies are continually on guard and one 
off alternately.’’ 

This year the coolies appear to have struck and deserted for more 
pay. We extract the official entry. 

** Monday, Sth June, 1741. — The President acquaints the Board that 
some days ago all the bamboo coolies, bag coolies, head coolies, and 
back coolies, had left the bounds; upon which he sent to them to 
know the reason, and why they run away without first applying to 
him to acquaint him what were their complaints. They returned Mm 
an answer, that they could not maintain themselves and families for 
the hire which they were paid, and refused to return till that was 
increased. The President then ordered their families to be turned 
out of Town ; and upon that they thought fit to desire leave to come 
in again ; and having since delivered him their petitions setting forth 
their grievances, tlie enquiry into which would be very tedious at the 
Board ; — Messrs. Morse and Monson were appointed a Committee, to 
examine into the matter thereof, and report to the Board if it be 
reasonable to allow them any and what relief. 

The report was not made till the 21st of December, when it was 
agreed to allow the following rates for the Company’s goods. 

^ ■ * Es. 

Fjom the Gentoo pagoda in the Black Town to the Granary on the 

Island, for every garce of rice and paddy 

Prom Middle gate point to the said Granary 

Prom the Gentoo pagoda or further in the Black Town to the godown by 

the School ... ... ... - 

Prom Middle gate point to the said godown ... 

Prom, the Seaside to the Inelosnre of the Island, for every boat load of 

goods, wares, and stores... ^ 

Prom the Seaside to the godowns in the White Town, each boat load ... 

Por carrying cloth from the merchant’s godowns to the sorting godown, 
and attenSmce there each cooly per day ... ... 

50 


20 

14 

10 

7 

S 

. s 
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The following curious consuifeatioii upon the impolicy of permit- 
ting any of the Mussalman inhabitants to be sold as slaves, is well 
worthy of preservation. 

Tuesday^ ZOth June, 1741. — The President acquaints the Board, 
that a Moor bojr having been stole out of the country, and sold to a 
Captain of a ship, who had sent him on board, he had some trouble 
in getting him on shore; that the Nabob's Moollah, or priest, had 
interested himself much in this affair, .which gave the President 
reason to apprehend that this practice of sending off the children of 
the Moors, or any others of the Mahomedan sect, might sometime or 
other involve ns in troubles with the country Government; and 
therefore proposed that an order should be made prohibiting the 
buying or selling them in this place. 

** If we are rightly informed, it is one of our agreements with the 
Government in Bengal, that we will not send away as slaves any of 
the Natives ; and if there be no such agreement between us and the 
Moors in this province, it is possible that we were first settled here 
when the Gentoos were lords *of the country. But however that be, 
as such prohibition cannot be attended with any prejudice to the 
Company, and may prevent any occasion for dispute upon that account 
in future the Secretary is directed to give public notice of such 
prohibition, by affixing an order at the usual places; that from 
henceforth no Moors, or any others of the Mahometan religion, be 
bought or sold in this town of Madras, or in the districts th^eof.*' 

The strike for higher pay was not confined to the coolies already 
mentioned, as may be seen by the following entry. 

“ Monday^ 2Sth Septemhert 1741. — The Scavenger acquaints the 
Board, that the Parriahs in that service under him, had for sometime 
been very pressing for an increase of pay, and now absolutely refuse 
to continue any longer in it for twenty fanams a month; urging as 
their reason the hardship of their duty, and that they can eani^thirty 
fanams a month each at many easier services. He adds that upon 
inquiring what would satisfy them, they for a long time insisted on 
twenty-five fanams a month each ; but at length agreed to continue 
in the service, if the bead Parriah among them be allowed twenty-four 
and the rest twenty-two fanams a month each, which is ordered to be 
paid them." 

Towards the latter part of the year the family of Subder AH, Nabob 
of Arcot, visited Black Town, and were courteously and respectfully 
received by the Governor and Council of Port St. George The 
object of this visit was to persuade the Nizam, who had large claims 
agamst the Nabob, that the latter was very poor and bent upon a 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Accordingly Subder AH paid more than one 
visit to Madras, as a proof of the reality of his intentions. Many 
presents were of course made to the Nabob's family, but these it will 
he uiin.eoessary to detail, The following narrative which the Governor 
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and Council of Fort St. George sent honae to the Court of Directors, 
will furnish a sufEcient account, of the proceedings. 

The 2 1st at midnight the Nabob sent into Town his mother, bis 
lady, and his son, who is about four years old. Their female attend- 
ants are very numerous, which has given us much trouble to find 
room for tliern. We sent our Polligar with two hundred peons and 
our country music to meet them at Triplicane. The guard which the 
Nabob sent with them returned back from thence, except about 
twenty horse that came into town with them. The Nabob having 
sent notice that he intended to come into Town next afternoon, Mr, 
Monson and Captain Holland, the Polligar with two hundred peons 
and our country music met him at the edge of the bounds. When 
be came to Triplicane Bridge, be stopped there and sent all his force 
back to St. Thome, except about thirty horse and one hundred peons; 
but he was met by many thousands of our inhabitants who attended 
him from Triplicane to the foot of the Island Bridge. The Governor, 
attended by the Council and most of the European inhabitants, met 
him at the Port Gate, when the guns from the ramparts began to 
fire; and we conducted him up to the Consultation Eoom, where 
after having stayed about half an hour, we waited upon him again to 
the Port Gate, and he proceeded to the House which was prepared 
for his reception in the Black Town. The Fort had saluted him with 
sixty-one guns and the four Europe ships with twenty-one each. 
The Prench fired twenty-one more when he reached his own house. 
The next morning the Governor sent him the usual present of pro- 
visions, an4 as he brought in several great men with him, it was 
also necessary to send some to them, Some was likewise sent to 
his family when they came in. In the afternoon the President with 
the Council and the Captain of the Guard, waited upon the Nabob at 
bis own house, and stayed with him the best part of an hour. As all 
that passed was public, and the Nabob has not yet proposed a private 
interview, we cannot yet advise your Honors where he designs 
to go from hence. Meer Assad did not come in here, but set out for 
the army about half an hour before the Nabob came from St. Thom 4. 
The President has wrote him a letter to express his concern that he 
could not have the pleasure of seeing him. Iraaum Sahib’s children 
being still in Town, sent a compliment to the Nabob with one hundred 
and one gold mohurs, in a silver fillagree bandaja. The Nabob said, 
it was too much, only took one of the gold mohurs, and sent them 
word he would come and see them before he went out of Town. The 
Governor of the towns to the Northward of this place that are under 
this province, come in daily to pay their respects to him. It is a 
great concern to us that we were not better prepared for his recep- 
tion and accommodation ; but he makes it as easy to us as he can, 
having very few of his own attendants with him, and they extremely 
quiet.” 

We now return to the case of the three ShrofiPs, who had been 
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condemned to transportation to the Company's settlements on the 
West Coast of Sumatra. We need not remind our readers of the 
horror with which the natives generally regard the “ black water;” 
and the castes to which the three Shrofifs belonged, were naturally 
prepared to make great sacrifices to prevent the sentence of trans- 
portation from being carried into ejffect. The followingentries in the 
Consultation books in reference to this subject will explain themselves. 

Monday, ISth January ^ 17 4i2, — Ball Ohetty and Tomby Ohetty, 
with some others of the Bight and Left Hand caste, attending the 
Board, request that the Company’s Shroff and ibhe two bazaar Shroffs 
may not be sent to the West Coast, but that such sentence might 
be changed to their being banished the place ; in consideration of 
which favour they would pay as a fine to the Oompanv 2,500 pagodas 
for the Company's Shroff, and 2,500 for the two bazaar Shroffs ; 
what bad been seized to be delivered them up. The case of the two 
last being considered, and that how bad soever their inteniiions were, 
they had been prevented from doing much ill The fine of 2,500 
pagodas was accepted for them, but upon condition it be paid in one 
month; that they remain till then in the Choultry, and afterwards 
be turned out of the bounds never to return. But with regard to 
the Company's Shroff, bis crime was looked upon as too heinoip ; 
and as so many of the inhabitants had suffered .by his villany» ip, 
whom we could not propose to make any satisfaction that would be 
nw, their loss ;~it was thpught most prudent to reject the fine for 
him, and to send him to the West Coast by the first ship, as the best 
means to prevent all clamour and reflections.” 

Four months afterwards, active preparations were made for ship* 
ping off the unfortunate Company's Shroff to the West Coast, when 
a further attempt was made to save him. The matter is sufficiently 
explained in the following entry.* 

Friday, 2lst May, 1742. — The Board being informed that the 
heads of the Right and Left Hand castes were attending, they 
were called in, and acquainted the Board ; that as we had refused 
the offer^ they made .the 18th January last to excuse the late 
Shroff Yishvinada from being sent to the West Coast; and appre- 
hending that we intended to send him thither on the ‘^Princess 
Augusta,” which was shortly to sail thither; — they were come again 
to intercede in his behalf ; and urged that the sending him to the 
West Coast w;ould be sending him to certain death ; and though they 
had no reason to have any consideration for him, yet a compassion 
for his family, which was very numerous, had prevailed with them to 
solicit us again; and having before they came considered of what 
proposals to make to us, they took leave to represent to us, that the 
streets in the Black Town were in so bad a condition that it wag 
become a great nuisance to the inhabitants in general, and to put 
them in proper order would cost a great deal of money, and to levy 
it by any tax upon the inhabitants might create great uneasiness ; 
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and therefore they had agreed upon condition that what we had 
seized of the Shroffs should be delivered up to them, and the said 
Shroff excused from going to the West Coast, to offer us 8,500 pago- 
das; and proposed withal that the said sum should be applied 
towards putting the streets of the Black Town in proper order, 
repairing the bridges, and such other necessary public works as the 
Board should think fit. 

The castes being withdrawn, the Board took into consideration 
what the castes proposed relating to the money and the application 
of it. It was observed that the sum of 2,500 pagodas, which the 
Bazaar Shroffs bad been fined, had been applied towards making 
I good the loss the Company had sustained by the bad money ; also 
" ^ that more than ample amends would be made the Company by the 
duty arising from the coinage of the new money ; and that no satis- 
; faction had yet been made th^e inhabitants for what they bad suffered. 
But considering that the sum now offered is as we compute far short 
of what they lost by the bad money ; though it may be diiSxcuIfc to 
; get at any particular account of what each person suffered, to be 
depended upon so far as to make a just and equal dividend among 
them ; considering also that since the Moors had been in Town, the 
streets are become exceeding dirty and filthy, and that the bridges 
are much worn and out of repair by the number of Hackaries and 
other carriages which are continually passing over them, and tbah 
j ■ the Scavenger's duty and the surplus of the Town duty is not suffi- 
1 eient to keep them in proper order, much less to be at any extra- 

,i ordinary expense ; and as we can think of no other means to give the 

r. sufferers any satisfaction,* and we flatter ourselves they will be so, 
contented with, this as to prevent any reflection upon the Company 
J or ns. It is agreed to comply with the proposal of the,c$fcstes ; , wha 
being called in were acquainted therewith, and having promised' tb; 
pay the money in two months.” 

* The following entry respecting the powder manufactory, and the 

difficulty of getting the natives to work in it, will be found worthy 
of notice. 

Wednesday, l7tli March, 1742.— The stamps at the powder house 
having blown up some months ago, by which accident several persons 
were killed and Others wounded ; and as there is always great diffi- 
culty in getting coolies to work in the powder house, . the Board 
thought proper to make some allowance to those who were wounded, 
and to the families of those who were killed. 

Agreed also to allow the powder maker one pagoda per candy 
more for making the powder, to enable him to allow his coolies a 
better pay ; which it is hoped will prevent our being under a neces- 
sity of forcing them to work in the powder house, which has been a 
method too often taken more hspeoially since the late acoidenfcs.” , 
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The capture of Trichinopoly by the Mahrattas was followed by a 
short period of tranquillity at Madras. The elements of conflict were 
seething in every quarter of India, whilst all danger seemed for a 
while to have passed away from Fort St. George. Subder Ali con- 
tinued Nabob of Arcot, but being in constant fear of the Nizam, his 
family still resided at Black Town under the protection of the 
ISnglish. The Mahrattas had turned away from the south to carry 
out their designs against the power of the Mogul Emperor at Delhi, 
Such was the state of things in the spring of 1742, when the events 
recorded in the present chapter fairly begin, 

- Our first extracts refer to au outrage committed by a Portuguese 
Captain from Macao upon his mate. The matter is curious, partly from 
the serious character of the punishment inflicted by the Captain, and 
partly as illustrating the administration of the law in the olden time, 

*\Monday^ 2U7b May, 1742. — The President acquainted the Board, 
that he was yesterday informed that one Elias Manuel Graces, Cap- 
tain of the Nossa Senhora de Bozario,” (a ship belonging to Macao, 
lost sometime since on this coast to the Southward) had cruelly 
beaten, and cut off the ears of one of the mates of the said ship at his 
lodgings in the Black Town. He had accordingly sent the Captain 
of the guard thither with orders, if he found it to be so, to secure the 
Captain till the Board should consider what was proper to do in 
this matter ; and also fb bring with him to the Fort any persons of 
the house, who could give any information therein. That it being 
Sunday, and almost evening, when, tbe Captain of the guard returned 
with the said Elias Manuel Graces, he had not given the Council the 
trouble to meet then, but had ordered the said Macao Captain to be con- 
fined in the Fort till the matter could be enquired into this morning. 

** The Board being sat, and the Portuguese Captain, the mate, and 
witnesses attending, with Francisco Peixoto, Notary public of the 
Portuguese Church, and Padre Severini to swear tbe witnesses — 
Theodosio Martins, Manoel Eocha Piementel, Manoel Ignatio, Padre 
Jacinto de Almeida, and Francisco Peixto, were severally examined ; 
but the Board having no very good interpreters, they were ordered 
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to draw up in writing what they knew concerning the matter, in the | 

form of depositions, and when ready to acquaint the Secretary there- g 

with. But before they withdrew the Macao Captain was asked, what 
he had to say for himself. Ha replied, that he bad no intention in | 

what he had done to offer any insult or cast any reflection on the I 

Justice or Government of the place; but that being informed the | 

persons he had employed to look about the country for the mate, had | 

secured him and were bringing him to St. Thom4, he went thither • 

to receive him from them ; that it having been repeatedly affirmed ] 

to him (the Captain), by many of the people belonging to the ship, 
that the said mate {Theodosio Martins) had lost the ship on purpose, 
in combination with other persons on board, and at the instigation 
of some of his (the Captain’s) enemies at Macao, — in resentment of 
the injuries he had suffered thereby (having lost his all), and of the 
trouble and charge he had been at about the said mate, he had, upon 
his meeting him near St. Thome, ordered his Coffrees to cut the 
mate’s ears ; nor did be design any thing more by ordering him to 
be whipped, than to make him confess upon what inducement, or at 
whose instigation, he run the ship ashore. 

The Captain, having finished what he had to say, was remanded 
back to his lodgings in the Fort, and then the Board adjourned/* 

** Thursday, 2rd June^ 1 74*2.— The several depositions of Theodosio 
Martins, Manoel Roucha Piementel, Manoel Ignatio, Padre Jacinto 
de Almeida, and Francisco Peixto, were now delivered in, and sworn 
to before the Board ; and translates of the same being read as 
entered hereafter, and the witnesses and others withdrawn, the 1 

Board took consideration how to proceed in this affair. — And there ' | 

being no doubt whether the mate's ears were cut at St. Thome, | 

and there is no proof that they were not (the Coffrees who executed Jj 

the Captain’s orders being fled or not to be found) ; — it was made j| 

a question whether, notwithstanding the Charter give us power to | 

try all crimes and offences committed within our town, or within *| 

ten miles of the same, yet if this fact was perpetrated in the territo- | 

ries, and under the jurisdiction of another prince, and the offender jj 

as well as the offended being subjects of the King of Portugal, it was I 

not ground for an objection to our authority and might be the occa- | 

sion of some complaint in Europe. Another doubt was, whether if | 

the fact had been committed, or was cognizable here, it was properly 1 

Maihem. If it was, we recollect no trial upon the statute of the 
22nd and 23rd of Charles the Second, except that of Coke and Wood- 
burne, which was a very particular and extraordinary case. Besides 
that some of our Law books say, that cutting off the ear is no Maihem 
quia latens; and for that offence an indictment may be at the sessions. 

But besides what has been said before, if we should keep the Captain 
here to try him for the assault, and in consequence thereof the Court 
should think fit to fine him, it is uncertain how long he would remain j 

in prison before he would be ^ able to pay it; having been supported 
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by cbarity ever since his being here. It was agreed upon the whole 
to transmit the affidavits, with a state of the case to the Governor of 
Macao ; and that the President be desired to procure the said Captain 
a passage on the * Sancta Oafcharina/ that is shortly bound thither, 
and to detain him in custody till he goes off,” 

The depositions of two of the witnesses are sufficiently curious to 
be worthy of es^tract; accordingly we print them exactly as they 
appear in the consultation books, 

** By order of the Honourable the Governor, I, Notary public aiid 
Scrivener for the Eoman Catholics of this city, have received the 
deposition of Theodosio Martins, mate of the ship that was lost of 
Captain Elias Manoel Graces ; the said mate declared that he, having 
relied on some persons at Ginjee who promised to help him with 
means to get away from this coast, the deponent resolved thereupon 
to come to St. Thom^, and brought in his com]mny another man 
named Estevao ; and being come at a village on the other side of St. 
Thomd called Trivanboor, the said Estevao left him and went, to an 
arrack shop; and that the said mate remained there waiting for 
Mm. In the meanwhile arrived one. named Paulo, together with 
whom he proceeded a little distance on their way towards a choultry, 
in order to shelter themselves from the rain. There were some 
M^bars, together with one that , had a military coat and gr6nadier*s 
cap. on. The deponent coming dub from that place, the said Malabars 
asMlted and seized the said mate fast, and brought him hither; 
Paulo and Estevao separated from them taking the road to St, Thomd. 
Wednesday the 30bh of May, between 2 and 3 o'clock after midnight, 
they delivered him to the Captain at his house; who kept the deponent 
bound as he was until the mornitig of the next day, being Thursday, 
when he pub him in irons; and Friday the 1st instant about 9 and 10 
o’clock in the morning he was fastened to a ladder, and whipped by a 
' Coffree; which being done; an other Ooffree named Yentnra was ordered 
to cub the deponent's ears off, and that Manoel Ignacio being sent for 
the Captain ordered him to cure them. To all that contains herein, 
the said mate has already taken his oath in the presence of his honour. 
In truth whereof he has signed this as witnessed by me, Madraspata- 
nam, 4th June 1742, N.S, Frano. de Seqre. Peixoto Notary Public. 

Theouosio Martins.” 

** By order of the Honorable the Governor, I, Notary Public and 
Scrivener for the Eoman Catholics of this city, have received the 
deposition of Manoel Efx^ha Piementel, of what he knew concerning 
the ease that happened between Captain Elias Manoel Graces and his 
mate, Theodosio Martins, both inhabitants of the city of Macao ; and 
the said Manoel ,Eocba Piementel deposes, that on Friday the first 
instant, about 2 o’clock in the morning, he awaked with the tumult 
4jf the mate’s coming in ; and hearing of his arrival the deponent 
to the place where the mate was, and from a distance he saluted 
‘i^1%|^that he* was glad of his arrival; and, that in the same 


1742—43.] 


MB. RIOEAIW BENYOM, 


597 


monieiit the deponent went to rest aga-in without making any further 
reflection. And in the raorning, being daylight, be awoke with the 
noise of the whips that the Captain was giving the mate; and going 
to the place of execution he saw the said mate without ears; and on 
his asking the Coflrees, they told him that they had been cut put of 
the districts of St. Tbomd, where the said Captain went to take 
charge of the said mate; and to all that contains herein, the depo- 
nent declares to have taken his oath in the presence of his Honour. 
In truth whereof he has signed this as witnessed by me, Madraspa- 
tanam, 4th June 1742, K.S. 

Mangel Rocha Piementel.” 

The following curious notices of the arrival of an Ambassador 
from the Xerit of Mecca explain themselves. 

""Thursday, I2th August, 1742.— Arrived ship ‘Benyon/ Captain 
Robert Baillie, from Jiidda; wi4h one Bhaik Ibrahim a passenger, 
and sent as Ambassador from the Xerif.’^ 

“ Monday, August, 1742. — The President acquaints the Board, 
that having been informed upon the landing of the Jadda Ambassador, 
it was customary and proper to make him a present of some provisions, 
he had caused to be sent him the several things mentioned in the list 
now produced, and entered hereafter, which is approved; and it is 
further agreed, that a house be found him at the Company's charge 
during his stay here, which it is thought will be but short.” 

“ List of provisions sent to the Ambassador of the Xerif Mecca, 
on his landing here from Judda the 13th August. 


Fine rice ... 

Coarse rice 

Horse gram 

Gram 

Ghee 

Sngar 

Sugar candy 

Sheep .. 

Fowls 

White Cups and Saucers 

"Dishes 

Half dishes 

Plates 

Greens 

Pepper 

Onions 

Garlic 

Cloves, Mace and Cinnamon 
Fire-wood ... 

Boiled nuts 

Nuts 

Beetle 

Cardamums 

Gunney bags 

Coolyhire... 


m 

m 

60 

12 

3 
1 

5 
20 
50 
20 

■ 12 
12 
50 

4 
20 

4 

1,000 

10 

160 

6 


Mareals. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Dappers. 

Candy, 

Mauuds. 


Yiss. 

do. 

do. 

Sticks. 

Pollums. 

Bundles. 


30 


598 OOVBIINOBSEIP OF [17-1'2— J-S. 

The value of the foregoing amounted to pagodas 93, fanams 26 
and cash 54. 

The following letter from Mr. Foxall the Mint Master to the 
Governor in Council of Fort St. George, is interesting so far as it 
furnishes a clear account of the process of coining money in the 
Madras Mint a hundred, and twenty years ago. 

** Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

It is a great concern to me to observe by an extract of the General 
letter from England, that the Honorable Company should have the 
least shadow of reason to suspect that I have been any way negligent 
in ray duty towards them; for I do assure your Honors, that I have 
at all times used my utmost care and diligence, as much as in me 
lay, to keep the mintera to their weight and standard in all the 
moneys that have been coined since my time; and that I never 
discovered any attempt to adulterate the coin, but in the afifair of 
Eangum with which I took care to acquaint this Honorable Board. 

** The method of coinage in the Tower of London, differs much 
from what is used here ; it being impossible to adulterate the gold 
aiid silver there, after the Assay Master has tried them, being cast 
into bars, before the assays are taken. Those bars afterwards run 
through flatting mills, the money cut out with an engine, milled and 
stamped, but no more melted. The constant method here has been, 
flfBt to melt the gold or silver, and break it into small grains or 
powder 3 the muster is taken by the Assay Master ; after which (if 
of the proper standard, the grains or powder is distributed among 
a great number of coolies in several work-houses or godowns : who 
weigh every rupee and pagoda separate, and afterwards deliver them 
to other coolies to melt. Different persons receive them to flat, and 
others to stamp. By which method of working, your Honors must 
be very sensible, that if it was not for some confidence which must 
be put in the undertakers, and the fear of punishment in such as 
should be detected, my utmost care and vigilance could not prevent 
from adulterations. The only check upon them, and what I fre- 
quently make use of after the first trial, is to take musters of their 
moneys in their presence to assay after it is finished, to let them see 
I have a watchful eye over them. 

*‘What I have already said, with the present flourishing state 
of the mint, will I humbly hope induce my Honorable Masters 
to believe that I have not been any way negligent in my duty 
hitherto, and shall take my utmost care that they have no cause of 
complaint in future.” 

I am, 

Honorable Sir and Sirs, 

Fort St. Georob, 1 Your most obedient and humble servant, 
imh Augmt , m 2 :’ ] Sidney Foxall. 
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The dreadfal diseases which occasionally brolce oiifc arnongsfc 
ships’ crews in the Olden Time, may be gathered from the following 
entry. 

Wednesday, lUh September, 1742. — The President communicates 
to the Board a letter he received last night from Captain Boohey of 
the * Shaftsbnry,’ advising that he anchored in twelve fathoms 
water the l3th instant at seven in the morning, five leagues to the 
northward of Pulicat, but could not possibly weigh his anchor again 
before he received assistance, having buried twenty-two bands in 
the passage, and sixty-five were so ill that they were of no use to the 
ship. He added that on the receipt of the said letter, he bad given 
order for getting ready a supply of oxen, sheep, greens, water, limes 
and other necessary provisions; and thought it proper, with the 
Board’s approbation to send eighty hands of the Gunroom Grew to 
assist in bringing the ship hither; that Captain Way’s long boat 
would be ready to set out with a part of the hands and provisions 
this morning ; and the rest might follow in the afternoon on a country 
boat he had ordered to be engaged for that service.” 

Our next entry is very suggestive. 

** Wednesday, 6th October, l742,SomB of the Military having been 
guilty of such disorders and irregularities as make it proper to change 
their quarters, it is agreed to send them on the ‘ Shaftsbury’ to the 
Bay, where they may perhaps behave better.” 

We now enter upon the entries in the records which refer to that 
tragical event in the history of Vellore, known as the assassination 
of Subder All. All lovers of the graphic narrative of old Orme, 
will be sufficiently familiar with the details of this conspiracy, which 
forms so striking an illustration of the blood-thirsty character of 
Native rule ; but still a brief outline of the facts may not be unac- 
ceptable to the general reader. 

For thirty years the musnud of the Carnatic had been occupied in 
succession by the Newayeteh Nabobs* — Sadatullah Khan, Dost Ali, 
and Subder Ali. Dost Ali however had taken advantage of the 

^ The Newayets, or new comers,” were originally Arabs, who about the end 
of the first century after the time of Mahomet (,ie, about A. D. 700) mij^ted 
from Arabia to India, to escape from the cruelties of the then Governor of Irak. 
These exiles were rich and respectable, and belonging to the famous family of 
Hashem. One party landed on the coast of Malabar and were called Newayets ; 
others landed on the coast of Coromandel and were called Lubbies. The hubbies 
pretend to one common origin with the Newayets, and attribute their black 
complexion to intermarriage with the Natives, The Newayets however affirm 
that the Lubbies are the descendants of their domestic slaves ; and certainly the 
physiognomy, stature, and form of the Lubbies, present a strong resemblance 
to the Natives of Abyssinia. The Newayets of the western coast preserved the 
purity of their original blood, by systematically avoiding intermarriage with 
the Indians, and even with the highest Mussulman families, for many centuries 
after the estabHshmeut of the Mussulman dynasties of Dekkan. See Wilks, 
Vol. I, p. 242, 
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coT\Tiilsioris of the enapire to withliold the revenues due to the 
Nizam. His son Subder Ali was therefore in mortal fear of incnr» 
ring the Nizamis resentment. He had, as we have seeii, despatched 
the women and children of his family to Madras ; and he no longer 
kept his court in the open and defenceless city of Arcot, but took up 
his residence in the famous citadel at Vellore, Meantime, an assess- 
ment had been levied from all the towns and forts in the Carnatic, 
in order to discharge the ransom due to the Mahrattas. At that 
time the richest fief subject to the Nabobship of Arcot, was that of 
Vellore, where the Nabob was staying. The Governor of Vellore 
was Mortez Ali. This man was a relative to Subder Ali ; he bad also 
married Subder Ali’s sister; and these circumstances, combined with 
the reception he was giving to the Nabob at Vellore, induced him to 
believe that he ought to be excused from paying his share of the 
ransom due to the Mahrattas. If however Mortez Ali had been 
permitted to escape, other Gt>vernors of other forts would have 
refused to pay up. Accordingly, Subder Ali insisted upon the quota 
being paid by Mortez Ali, and threatened to dispossess him of the 
government of Velk^re if be continued to keei) hack the money. 
Accordingly Mortez Ali then resolved of putting to death his brother- 
in-law. 

The great festival of the MohoVrum took place in the beginning of 
October, 1742. The army of tlie Nabob was encamped without Vel- 
.lore; but Subder Ali was attended within the fort by a body of 
and a numerous retinue. On the 2nd of October, which that 
. year was the great day of the festival, the Nabob’s servants asked 
permission to celebrate the feast in their own families ; and Subder 
Ali accordingly gave leave to all his retinue and guards, excepting 
four persons only. On tliat very evening his provisions were poi- 
soned. The Nabob felt the effects of the poison, but overcame them; 
and having no suspicion that his sufferings had arisen front any but 
natural causes, he retired to rest as usual. Meantime, Mortez Ali 
had found aii assassin who would make all sore. A Patan, whose 
wife had been outraged by Subder Ali, joyfully accepted the com- 
mission. He engaged some Abyssinian slaves, and led them at mid- 
night to the apartment of the Nabob. The few servants sleeping 
there were overpowered at once. The Nabob was awakened by the 
noise, and endeavoured to escape through the window; but the Patan 
rushed upon him^ and after upbraiding him with his adultery put 
him to death with several stabs of his dagger. The excitement 
caused by this event, and the circumstances immediately following 
it, may be gathered from the official records of the time, which we 
now place before our readers. 

„ Wednesday i 6tk Odober^ 174*2. — The President acquaints the 

that he was wak;ed at 2 o’clock yesterday morning by an 
express from the Havildar of P<.x)namallee, advising that the Nabob 
been murdered in Vellore Fort by the Hiiledar Mortez Ali Khan, 
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who had also imprisoned Meer Assad and Boocunjee Ooshedos, fehe 
first) his chief minister, the ocher his shroff; and as it might be 
apprehended such an event would be followed by great commotions 
in the country, and that the troops might disperse themselves about 
the province, and plunder it ; as soon as it was day light, he- (the 
President) bad given orders to doable the guards, and all our people 
CO be upon duty ; atid particularly that no Moor’s horse should enter 
the Town or pass the Mettaha without particular leave. These orders 
alarmed the ITabob’s family at Black Town, who sent several messages 
to enquire the reason of them, and if any advices were come in from, 
the country; but nobody cared to tell them the news till about 12 
at noon, when they were advised of it by letters from the Dewan of 
Yellore. About the same time Kistnajee Puntaloo received a letter 
from Mahomed Khan Jalouze, a commander of 2,000 horses at Arcot; 
who only wrote that the Nabob had been killed by Morbez Ali Khan. 
This last also wrote a letter to Kistnajee Puntaloo, and enclosed in 
it one to the President ; translate of which, and the answer thereto* 
is entered hereafter.” 

From Nabob Mortez Ali Khan BahaudoY^ Killedar of TeUoreM 

** I believe you are informed of what has passed here. You may 
be easy in your mind, and take care of your business and Government. 
I shall be at Arcot very shortly and settle the country. What I can 
say more ?” 

To Nabob Mortez Ah Khan Bahauder^ from Governor Benyon,” 

** By the receipt of your letter I observe what has passed. What- 
ever God pleases to appoint must happen. You write me to be easy 
in my mind, and the receipt of your letter made it so. I wish God 
may settle all things for the best.” % 

Twelve days after the receipt of the very short letter of Mortez 
Ali, and the despatch of the equally short reply of the Governor 
Benyon, the following letter from the Yakeel in the Nabob’s camp 
was received at Port St. George, describing the entry of Mortez Ali 
into Areoc. 

“ From the Vaheel in the Cam;p, received ISth October 1742.” 

** On Friday the 15th instant, about nine o’clock in the morning, 
Nabob Gulam Mortez Ali Khan set out from Vellore in a palankeen, 
accompanied by Nabob Herasut Khan, and other great men. They 
first encamped ac Herasutpore, a place very near Arcot in the way 
from Vellore ; where after they had rested themselves a little time, 
they mounted their elephants. Nabob Mortez Ali Khan, and Nabob 
Hussain Khan Tahir, son of Ahmud Tahir, both sat together in one 
castle upon an elephant. Herasut Khan, Jienadeen AU Khan, and 
Hussain Jamau Khan, the brother-in-law of Morfcef»“ Ali Khan sat 
themselves upon another ; and in like manner each nobleman of the 
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province, as Cawder Hwssaiu Khan, Hyder Yaur Khan, Anwaradeen 
Khau, SadaEmuud Khan, <&c., rode upon an elephant, and followed 
Mortez AU Khau into the city of Arcot, with a great army and the 
beat of noubab. They first went to a mosque commonly called Teeboo 
Habib's tomb; where when they had finished their prayers, they vrent 
directly with great ceremony into the great house of State, commonly 
called here the King^s palace, where they placed Mortez Ali Khan 
upon the musnud ; which is a square place in the hall rightly adorned, 
where the Subah of the province always sits ; and then Herasut Khan, 
Hussain Klian Tahir, Gauder Hussain Khau, Jienadeen Ali Khan, 
Buda Sahib of Covelong, Hvder Yaur Khan, Sadatmvind Kban, 
Anwaradeen Khan, Hassan Sarnau Kban, Hyder Dil Khan, and 
several other Khans, Kelledars, Mansubdars, Jamadars, and other 
of^cers of State, paid their compliments to him, and presented to 
him gold rupees, with the accustomed ceremony observed to the 
Habob; when noubat was beat three several times, and Mortez AU 
Kh^a proclaimed Subah and Habob of the province. The fort guns 
were then fired, and the artillery and other small arms discharged 
upon that occasion. The Nabob gave all the abovemenfcioned Gen- 
tlemen beetlennt and rose water, and sent them to their respective 
kw%iag8. A little while after this great ceremony was finished, 
which was about five o’clock that afternoon, Mahornud Khan, Kelle- 
am pi Timery, came to,Aroot and went bo Hussain Khau Tahir, who 
introduced him to the Nabob, to whom be paid his compliments, 
made him the accnsbomary present of gold rupees, received rose 
water and beetlenut from him, and returned to his place Timery 
immediately.’’ 

“ Meer Assad is still under confinement in Yellore. 

** The Nabob, before he came out of Yellore, appointed Banker 
Sahib and Sidee Sahib to take care of the Fort as bis deputies. 

** It is reported here that Moorari Row, Viceroy of Trichinopoly. 
upon hearing the death of Nabob Subder Ali Khau, seno a part of 
his army towards Wallingondaporum ; who plundered and destroyed 
a great many towns and villages between that place and Tiagagud, 
and carried great store of booty from hence. 

Boma Rajah, and all the Foligars about Vellore, Arnee, dso., sent 
a part of their foot under the command of some of their officers, bo 
attend the Nabob from Vellore to Aroot, and they were accordingly 
in his train. 

Ali Nakey Khan, son of Takiah Sahib or the nephew of the 
deceased Nabob, who was wounded when they murdered his uncle, 
has got the liberty to . go to Ghinnapatnami, and is now in the way 
thither. They-say that Buda Sahib will also get liberty in a day or 
.go to Chinnapataam/’ 
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Turning away from these Sfeafce affairs at Arcot we again take up 
t)ie thread of domestic events at Madras. 

The following petition requires no introduction. 

**The humble petition of the merchants 
and otihers, inhabitants of Madraspat- 
iiam, whose houses were pulled down 
on the approach of the Mabrattas. 

“ Showeth, 

“ That when the Mabrattas invaded and plundered this province, 
and this place was apprehended to be in danger from them, your 
petitioners’ houses which stood near the walls of the Black Town 
■were ordered to be pulled down, and are on account of the ground 
and bricks taken belonging to each person. But your petitioners have 
received no satisfaction yet for the losses they suffered thereby. Some 
of the said houses were two stories high, some were terraced and 
others boarded within, the workmanship of which cost a considerable 
deal of money; and ground was bought by your petitioners at 2 
pagodas, If, and 1 J pagodas per foot; the bricks cost one pagoda per 
1,000, besides the hire of oxen to carry them. 

** Your petitioners have taken the liberty to mention these parti- 
culars to your Honors ; and leave their case to your serious consi- 
deration; humbly entreating that out of your known regard to the 
interest and happiness of the inhabitants of this place, you would be 
pleased to order your petitioners’ payment as it shall appear reason- 
able to you.” 

The matter had already formed the subject of an enquiry by a 
Committee, and full compensation granted to the inhabitants for the 
towns destroyed. Of course they had asked for about three times 
the proper amount of compensation ; the ground being no where 
worth more than 13 fanams per foot. However that matter was all 
settled by the Committee. 

Meantime, public affairs at Arcot had undergone another phase- 
Mortez Ali found the whole army against him. The officers had 
engaged to support the cause of the family of Subder All, and officers 
and soldiers demanded immediate payment of the whole of the 
arrears due. Mortez Ali could not face the storm. Accordingly he 
disguised himself in a woman’s dress, and at night escaped from 
Arcot in a covered palanquin, and fortunately for him reached his 
fort at Velloi’e without interruption. 

Immediately after the flight of Mortez Ali was discovered, 'the 
array placed the young son of Subder Ali, named Mahomed Seiad 
Khan, upon the throne of the Carnatic. Full particulars of the 
grants which Governor Benyon obtained from the young Kabob 
on his accession will be found in the following extracts from the 
records. 
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“ Thursdayt 22nd Decem&ari 1742.— The President acquainting the 
Board that he is just now informed the young Nabob Mahomed Seiad 
Khan is to be sec upon his musnud this morning, that he ought to 
make his compliments upon the occasion, and that forty-one gold 
mohurs will be a proper offering, the Board consented to the same.*' 

Tuesday^ January^ 11 — The President lays before the 
Board the originals and translates of the five following Firmans, 
under the seal of the young Nabob, viz. : — 

1st Grant of the villages of Ernavore, Saudian Copang, Vepery, 
Perambore, and Poodoopauck. 

2nd, A grant of the liberty of coining Arcot rupees and pagodas, 
according to the usage and practice of Country mints. 

3rd, For lessening the duties on sundry goods brought in and 
carried out of Gbindadrepettah, and for taking off entirely 
the duties on other goods as per account thereof entered 
hereafter. 

Uh, A grant of one adda on every Collum of paddy produced in 
the countries of Poonamallee, Manincongalom, Pedda- 
pollum, and Perembank, to be applied to the maintenance 
of the Pagodas at Chindadrepettah. 

hih, A grant of the village of Cadapauck to Andiapah Naick. 

Ordered that the translates be entered hereafter, and the originals 
deposited with the other Firmans. 

> - ' 1st geakt of the five villages. 

Translate of a Sunnud under the seal of Nabob Sadufalla Khan 
Bahauaer, SoohaJi of Arcot dated the 4ih November 1742. 

** To the Mutsaddys of the country of Poonamallee and Sircar of 
Tripasore, belonging to the Carnatic of Golcoiidah and to their 
successors/’ 

** Be it known unto you, that I have granted five several villages 
(the produce of which is pagodas 665i| per annum) to Mr. Benyoii, 
Governor of Ohinnapatnam for the Company, as a present; and 
therefore do you deliver them into his possession, aiid let them 
remain so for ever from the year Fusly 1152. Observe this as a 
strict taukeed and perform it accordingly. Dated the l7th Moon 
Bamazan in the 25th year of the reign of the Great Mogul Mahomed 
Bhah. 

Translate of the contents written on the back of the foregoing Summd, 

“ Five villages out of the country before named, which produce 
pagodas 665i| eveiy year, are granted to Mr. Benyon, Governor of 
Chiimapatnam for the Company, as a present. 
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“ His Excellency’s order by his handwriting is to draw oufe a 
sn^nnud to the following piirpose : 

That the vakeel of the said Governor having represented that 
his master desires the five following villages which are near to 


Chinnapatnam, they he granted to him as a present. 

Eraavore, near Trivatore, produces every year pagodas ... 
SadiangQopam ^ do. do. « ... 215x% 

Yepery near Bgmore (except that ground which belongs to 

the mettah custom house of the Sircar) 25x®g- 

Perambore near do. 114if 

Poodoopawk do, 105x% 

Pagodas ... 66o|^ 


Entered in the book 17, Ramazan in the 25th year of the reign of 

the Great Mogul Mahomed Shah. 

2nd grant Of LIBERTY TO COIN ARCOT EuPEBS. 

Translate of a Sunnud under the seal of JYahob Sadnicdla Khan 
BahaudeTt Subah of Arcoti dated the 4:th November 1742. 

“ To the Mntasadaa of the country of Chennapatnam and Sircar of 
Trippasoor, belonging to the Carnatic of Goloondah and to their 
successors. 

** Be it known unto all men that from the beginning of the year 
Eusly 1152, I have ordered a mint to be erected to coin pagodas 
and rupees in Obindadrepettah, belonging to Chinnapatnam ; and 
the same to be under the power of Mr. Benyon, Governor of (Ilben- 
napatnam for the Company. Wherefore do you let the said Governor 
have and enjoy for the Company all the customs that may arise in. 
the said mint. Observe this as a strict tankeed and perform it* 
accordingly, dated Ramazan 17th, in the 25th year of the reign of 
the Great Mogul Mahomed Shah. 

Translate of the contents written on the bach of the foregoing Sunnud. 
Ordered that a mint may be erected in Obindadrepettah belonging 
to Chinnapatnam for coining pagodas and rupees, and it may be 
commenced from the beginning of the year Pusly 1162, and to be 
under the power of Mr. Benyon, Governor of Chennapatnam for the 
Cora pany . 

His Excellency’s order by his handwriting is to draw a Sunnud 
to the following purpose. 

That Andiappah Haick, Dubash of the Governor of Chennapatnam 
represented that the Governor desires liberty to erect a mint in 
Cbindadreepettah belonging to Chennapatnam for coining pagodas, 
rupees, &c.', and that we should free them from paying us the 
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customs arising thereby, and let the same be applied to the isaid 
Governor for the Company ; a sunimd is granted for that purpose. 

Entered in the book 19bh Moon Bamazan, in the 25th year of the 
reign of the Great Mogul Mahomed Shah which is the 4th 
November 1742. 

SeD GHAifT TOE LESSENISTO DUTIES* 

“ Translate of a Cowle granted hy Nabob Mahomttd Syed Khan, Suhah 
of Arcot to Gauna Fandarum, ^c.y merchants of GMndadreepeftah 
belonging to Chennapatnamy dated the 17th moon Ea^ifiamn in the 
2Uh year of the reign of the Great Mogul Mahomed Shah which is 
the Uh November 1742. 

** Whereas you have petitioned me to free you from paying custom 
in the country on your importation and exportation of all goods, 
drags, spices, . broad cloths, raw silk, silks, thread, grain, &c., from 
Chindadreepettah to Arcot, Pondicherry and Poonamalee, and from 
those places to Chindadreepettah ; and to grant you a cowle for 
paying custom at Egmore mettah in the country of Poonamalee ; 
I have accordingly considered and gratified you therein by this my 
Cowle as follows : — 


Pot heavy goods yon shall pay at Pans. 4| per bag. 

^Tohacoo at „ 1 „ „ 

Coarse and fine thread either white, red or 

-j. 1 . • _ 


any other colour 

at 

3 > 

A 99 vise. 

AE drugs, physics, &c. 

at 

9 ) 

„ bag. 

Beetle leaves 

at 

)} 

1 

4 99 9 9 

Cotton cloths of all sorts either fine or ordi- 
nary and of all colours either white, red 
or blue 

at 

3t 

„ pautch. 

Grain ... ... ... 

at 

rt 

41- „ 10 0 x 1 . 

Broad cloth fine or ordinary 

at 


4i „ pautch. 

Silk cloths of all sorts 

at 

,9 

S': 

T?t 99 99 

Baw silk fine and ordinary 

at 

>9 

4| „ hag. 


^ I do hereby appoint that custom shall be paid after the foreraen- 
iioned rates upon all goods that are carried from Chindadreepettah 
to Arcot, jUsFellore, Lalapetta, Nagore, Nagapatara, Pondicherry, 
and upon those that are brought from those places to Chindadree- 
pettah ; and that you are freed from paying any custom on the fol- 
lowing particulars. 

** All bazar cloths which are brought by the Kycola weavers from 
Lettahpettah, Conjeveram, Pondicherry and other parts of the pro- 
vince to Chindadreepettah^ to be sold in the market there, shall be 
freed from paying custom. 

Butter, oil* milk, tire, herbs, greens, firewood, bratty, which are 
brought to be sold at the petfeah, are freed from paying custom. 
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‘‘ As I have thus granted yon my Cowle yon may freely bring 
divers sort of goods from all parts, and safely carry on yonr trade 
and commerce witbonfe any suspicion. Dated the day of the month 
and year abovementioned.’’ 

An meount of the, duties that have hitherto been paid to the Moors on thefoUmo* 
ing goods and brought to and carried from Ghindadreepettaht with an account 
of duties to be paid henceforward as stipulated in the foregoing firman, viz ,: — > 


Duties. 


To be 
paid 
now 


Paid 

before 


Weighable goods as sugar, sugar-candy, 

lead, tamarin, beetle nut, &c 

Drugs, spices, physics 

Baw silk 

Tobacco 

Beetle leaves 

Cotton cloths of all sorts and colours 

Silk cloths of all ’soi-ts ^ 

Broad cloths fine and ordinary 

Cotton yarn ordinary and fine and of any 

colour ... ... 

Grain 


8 50 4 40 per bag. 

5 0 2 20 do. 

10 10 4 40 do. 

6 40 1 0 do. 

1 30 0 20 do. 

2 0 0 10 per pantch 

9 0 0 15 do. 

18 0 4 40 per piece. 


An account of the duties that have hitherto been paid to the Mo6ra( 
on the following goods, <fec., brought to and carried from Ohinda- 
dreepettah now taken off by the foregoing firman, viz. : — 



Duties 



before 



paid. 

\ . 

' 

If; . 

F. 

0. 


Bazar cloths of all sorts... 

0 

60 

per pautch. 

Butter 

0 

45 

per measure. 

Oil 

0 

25 

do. 

Fire-wood, small 

0 

15 

per bundle. 

Do. large 

0 

20 

do. 

Strnw ... 

... 0 

15 

do. 

Milk 

0 

16 

pot. 

Tire ... 

... 0 

40 

per great pot. 

: Bratty 

... ... 0 

5 

per basket. 

' ;,y Greens 

0 

40 

do. 

i/' Charcoal ... 

1 

40 

per oxen load. 
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4th Geant for Maintenance of Chinhadrepatta Pagoda, 

‘‘ Translate of a Snnnnd under the seal of Nabob Sadutalla Khan, 
Bahauder, Suhah of Arcot, dated the 4tli November 1742. 

To the Mutaaadays of countries of Tripasore, &g., and Sircars of 
Tripasore, &c., belonging to the Carnatic of Goleondah and to their 
successors. 

“ Be it known unto you, that I was lately informed that Oassawa 
Acharloo of Chindadreepattah has nothing to subsist on, I do there- 
fore grant unto the said Cassawa Acharloo a privilege of one adda of 
paddy per callnm produced in the said countries, &c., and do hereby 
order you to let him have the said charity gift every year that be 
may maintain himself thereby, and always say his prayers for the 
increase of . the riches and prolong the life of his most sovereign 
Majesty the Great Mogul. Observe this as a strict taukeed, and per- 
form it accordingly. Dated the I7th moon Ramazan in the 25th year 
of the reign of the Great Mogul Mahomed Shah. 

Translate of the contents writ on the bach of the foregoing Snnnud^ 
A privilege of one adda of paddy per callum produced in the coun- 
tries of Tripasore, &c,, and Sircars of Tripasore, &c., is granted to 
Oassawa Acharloo of Ohindadrepattah as a charity gift. 

** His Excellency’s order by bis handwriting is to draw out a .sun- 
nud to the following purpose. 

** That the said Cassawa Acharloo having prayed that a privilege 
of one adda of paddy per callum produced in the countries of Tripa- 
sore, &c., and Sircars of Tripasore, &c., may be granted to him as » 
charity gift, it is granted accordingly. 

Harass of the countries where the aforesaid privilege is to be 
allowed, viz : — 

Country of Tripasore. 

Do. Poonamallee Surcar of Tripasore. 

Do, Mannimongalnm Surcar of Ohinglepufc. 

Do. Pedapollura Surcar of Con jeveram. 

Do. Perambauck Surcar of Conjeveram. 

Entered in the book 17th Ramazan in the 25bh year of the reign of 
the Great Mogul Mahomed Shah. 

6th Grant, Yillage of Cadapaue:. 

“ Translate of a Sunnnd under the seal of Nabob Sadutalla Khan, 
Bahauder, Soobah of Arcot, dated the Uh November 1742. 

“ To the Mutasadys of the Country of Poonamallee and Surcar of 
Tripasore, belonging to the Carnatic of Golcandah and to their 
successors. 

“ Be it known unto you, that I have granted a village, named 
Cadapank, situated near Mannalley in the Country before named 
(the produce of which is pagodas lOOj^ per annum) to Andepa Naiek, 
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Bubash of Chennapatnam, as a present and charity gift; and therefore 
do you deliver it unto his possesvsion and let him enjoy the produce 
for ever from the year Fusly 1 152. Observe this as a strict taiikeed 
a?iid perform it accordingly. Dated the 17th Moon Ramazan in the 
2obh year of the reign of the great Mogul Mahomed Shah. 

Translate of the contents write on the bach of the foregoing Stmnudm 

** A village named Cadapauk situated near Mannalley in the country 
of Poonamallee and Surcar of Tripasore. which produce pagodas 
100^% per annum is granted to Andepa Haick, Dubash of Cbenna- 
patnam as a present and charity gift. 

** Hia Excellency's order by his handwriting is to draw out a 
Sunnud to the following purpose. 

That the said Andepa Naick requested to grant him the village 
jiamed Cadapauk situated near Ghindadreepattah as a present and 
charity gift which is granted to him accordingly. 

One village produce every year — pagodas 100 t%. 

Entered in the book 17th moon Ramazan in the 25Dh year of the 

reign of the Great Mogul Mahomed Shah. 

The alarm excited by the proceedings of the Mahrattas induced 
the Directors to send out an experienced Engineer oflScer named 
Knipe, to report upon the state of the fortifications, the result may 
be gathered from the following extracts. 

** Monday^ January, 1743. — Major Charles Knipe, having sur- 
veyed the fortifications of the Towri on the West side from Charles* 
point to Queen’s point, delivers in a report thereof as entered 
hereafter.” 

** To the Honorable Richard Benyon, Esq., 

President ^ Governor ^ Council of Fort St. George. 

“ In obedience to your Honour’s command, I have taken a survey 
of your city of Madraspatnam from Charles’ point to the Queen’s point 
being that part of the fortification as it is called, which faces towards 
the Island; but I must take the liberty to assure you it is no fortifi- 
cation at all, but rather an ofiensive than defensive wall to your garri- 
son. Was it not for the support it has from the several out houses 
of the inhabitants which are all built against it through the whole 
extent abovementioned it could not stand ; nor was it more than 
sufficient for a garden wall when first erected. As to the river that 
runs by it that neither is any addition to the strength of your works, 
but rather a nuisance to the Town ; for I observe in every part of it, 
it is coutinually forded at less than two feet deep. 

The plan laid down for enlarging your city, and carrying a new 
fortification across the Island from Charles’ point to Queen’s point 
abovementioned, I have by your honor’s direction very carefully 


610 


GOVERNORSHIP OF 


[1743-4-t. 


examined, in regard to a foundation, by makinsT small wells o£ con- 
siderable depth from the surface and by boring several foot deeper 
in the bottom of each of them through the whole extent of the 
intended fortification ; and find the soil is clay and sand, capable of 
sustaining any weight especially if assisted with a few wells under 
the foundation near the river side where it is a little spungy. As to 
the river I will engage to turn that quite off from your Town at a 
very small expense ; and supply its place with a much better fossee, 
by which the whole Island will be drained and become a very firm 
and solid tract of land. 

** This is humbly submitted to your Honours and the Gentlemen 
of the Councirs consideration by 

Sir, 

Fort St. George, > most obedient servant, 

Jmuary 25, 1743/^ jl Charles Knipb. 


OI3:ALl»T3Ei^ XLVI. 

GOVERKORSHIP of MR. RICHARD BENYON. 

(Continued.) 

1743—44. 

The Governorship of Mr. Bichard Benyon was now drawing to a 
close, and the last year of his administration forms the subject of 
the oresent chapter. The events of this year are interestinsr, inas- 
much as they largely illustrate the position of the British Govern- 
ment at Madras towards the Native Princes. The Nizam entered 
the Carnatic, partly to^ settle the affairs of the province, and partly 
to wrest Trichinopoly from the Mahrattas. Accordingly Governor 
Benyon sent a mission to carry certain presents to the Nizam, and to 
procure his favor ; and one of the most interesting records brought 
to light in the present chapter, is a Diary of the proceedings of this 
mission, from the day it left Madras to the day when it returned from 
the Nizam’s camp before Trichinopoly. 

Our first extracts illustrates the progress of domestic events. 

Monday f Z\st January ^ 1743. — Arcot rupees being risen to three 
hundred and twenty for one hundred pagodas : — it is agreed that the 
Import Warehouse-keeper sell one hundred thousand, if he can get 
that price for so many ; and chat he deliver twenty-four chests of 
silver to be coined into Arcot rupees, that they may be ready to send 
to the Bay by the first good conveyance that offers.” 

How this financial operation worked will be seen by the next entries. 
""5 are much mis taken if they are not considered curioxis by our com- 
‘I readers. 
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''Thursday, I Otli February, 1743. — The Import Warehouse’-keeper 
acquaints the Board that several persons bad been with him this 
morning to purchase Arcot rupees; that they liad. not yet offered 
better than 315 per 100 pagodas, but possibly would very soon bid 
more, and therefore desired the directions of the Board ; who taking 
the same into consideration, and that even 315 is a very good price, 
that the turns in this business are very sudden, and an opportunity 
of getting a better price may be lost by waiting till the Council can 
be got together : agreed that it be left to the Warehouse-keeper, with 
tiie cotisent of the President, to negotiate the sale of one hundred 
thousand Arcot rupees upon the best terms he can ; designing to 
reserve the rest for the Bay : and therefore ordered that the remain- 
der of the bullion be delivered to Linga Chetty, to be coined in the 
mint at the pettah upon the usual terms. 

'' Thursday, \7th February, 1743. — The Import Warehouse-keeper 
acquaifits the Board, that in the afternoon of the 10th instant he was 
bid after the rate of 310 rupees for lOO pagodas, and by eight at night 
305. At which rate with the consent of the president be disposed fifty 
thousand ; that the next morning the merchants offered to take two 
laks at 300 ; which being one hundred and fifty thousand more than 
the last consultation warranted the sale of, he immediately repaired 
to the President ; when upon considering together the great price 
that was offered for the rupees, aud that tbe money laid out in gold 
mofaurs would produce in the Bay upwards of one hundred and fifty 
Arcot rupees for one hundred pagodas, they did. not doubt the Board 
would approveof the sale of tbe additional hundred and fifty thousand; 
and, therefore, he, the Warehouse-keeper, went immediately and 
struck with the Merchants for the two lacks they wanted ; the 
rupees to be taken away in one month, and the pagodas to be paid 
down as the rupees are taken out of the Warehouse. The Board 
could not but approve of the bargain, rupees being this day at three 
hundred and sixteen, and no buyers.^' 

We must now turn back a few days in order bo exhibit tbe progress 
of foreign affairs. It will be seed that the Nizam of the Dekkan was 
advancing into the Carnatic to settle* the affairs of Arcot. But the 
extracts will explain themselves. 

“ Saturday, hth February, 1743. — The^ President acquainted the 
Board, that by several letters from Wandewash, he is informed that 
it is taken much notice of, that we have made no compliment to the 
court there, upon the birth of tbe Nabob^s brother ; (Ali Dost Khan) 
and after some discourse about the state of ^airs in the country, 
the Board agreed that the President might send to the amount of 
about six hundred pogodas including charges. 

The President at the same time acquainted the Board, that he 
believed there would soon be occasion to put the Company to a more 
considerable expense; for that it was no longer doubted but Nizam- 
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iil-Mulk would come to Arcofe ; — in whick case it; would be necessary 
to send presents to him, and to his son Nazir Jung, suitable to their 
rank ; and as it is also to be supposed he will either confirm the 
present Nabob or appoint another, in either of which cases we must 
pay our compliments, — it was agreed that the Warehouse-keeper, 
assisted by Coja Petrus, look about the Town and purchase such 
things as they have reason to believe will be acceptable upon the 
several occasions.” 

“ Thursday, Mfh February, 1743. — There being some information 
that Nizam-ul-Mulk, with his son Nazir Jung, have thought of 
coming down to the place; — Ordered that the Warehouse-keeper lay 
in a quantity of fine rice, horse gram, butter, and other provisions ; 
as likewise some Persian fruit, agreeable to what may be expected 
upon such an occasion ; and that he consult Coja Petrus and Hodjee 
Addee for the quantity of each sort. 

Tuesday, Ist March, 1743. — The Board then took into considera- 
tion to what amount it would be proper to send in presents to Arcot ; 
and Coja Petrns and Hodjee Addee attending, Coja Petrus produced 
a letter from Iinaum Sahib; who writes it would be necessary to 
send presents not only to Nizam-ul-Mulk, but also to his son Nazir 
Jung, and to Coja Abdulla Khan ; which last is at present named for 
Soobah of this province. After some time spent in debating this 
matter, it was agreed to make out a list to the amount of 13,000 
pagodas or thereabout ; which list should be sent to Iinaum Sahib, 
and to leave it to him to divide the particulars in such manner as he 
should think proper; that Hodjee Addee be desired to write the 
President’s letters to Nizam-ul-Slulk, Nazir Jung, and Coja Abdulla 
Khan; and that the Company’s Brahmiri and Moollah do go with 
them; and when the lists are formed agreeable to Imaum Sahib^s 
directions, they be enclosed in the letters; for which purpose they 
are to carry the President’s seal along with them. 

** Messrs. Thomas Eyre, Samuel Harrison, and Lieutenant Holland 
were appointed to go with the presents, and ordered to get them- 
selves ready as soon as possible. 

“The purport of a letter from the President to Imaum Sahib 
agreed on ; this last to contain more at large the good offices we 
expect from him ; particularly a confirmation of the grant of the 
five villages, and the liberty of coining Arcot rupees; and to 
obtain a dustuck for passing the Company’s calicoes free of Juncan 
through the country ; that these services performed, we shall not be 
ungrateful,” 

** Monday, 7th March, 1743. — The President acquaints the Board 
that himself with the Export Warehouse-keeper, Coja Petrus, and 
Hodjee Addee, had pitched upon such things as they thought most 
proper to send as presents to Arcot, to the value agreed upon last 
consultation and that the whole are packed up and ready to^set out 
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‘‘Agreed that 600 rupees, 200 pagodas in gold, and 200 pagodas 
in fanams, be delivered Mr. Eyre for paying batta to fche peons and 
coolies on the road, and during their stay in the camp; and that if 
more be wanted that he carry a letter of credit on Boocunjee Caushe- 
doss. 


‘*Then a set of instructions was also read and agreed on as entered 
hereafter. 


To Messrs, Thomas Eyre, Samuel Hamisok akd John Holland, 
Gentlemen, 

We have appointed you to attend the presents now sending 
to A root for Nizarn-ul-Mulk, Nazir Jung, and Coja Abdulla Khaiu 
The letters sent by you for them are mere letters of compliment, and 
to enclose the lists of presents sent to each. 

'*' Those li^ts must be framed at Aroot, agreeable to the directions 
of Imaum Sahib, to whom a list of the whole is sent to be divided as 
be thinks proper. 

You will acquaint Imaum Sahib, that as yon are entire strangers 
to the customs and ceremony to be observed at the durbar, yon 
must rely upon his information and advice in those matters. He 
will doubtless tell you that at your first audience it will be proper 
for Mr. Eyre to present Nizam-ul-Miilk, &o., with some goldmohurs 
in the Governor's name ; and will tell you the number, as well as 
how many each of the rest of the Gentlemen should present at the 
same time» 


“We suppose your audience will be but short, and that after tba 
common compliments are over you will have to retire. If neverthe- 
less any questions should be asked you about our trade and privi- 
leges, the more general your answers are the better. As to our trade 
they know bow much money we lay out in the country ; and we carry 
no money out but what we bring in, and should carry away less if 
we could lay out more in these parts. 

“ The privileges we have were granted us by Zulfikar Khan, and 
other great men of the country ; and afterwards confirmed to us by 
the great Mogul Eerokhsere; and for what more is wanting to 
enable us to carry on our trade with ease, we must depend upon his 
Excellency's favour. 

“ We know not what occasion yon may have for money to pay th® 
durbar charges; but we have delivered Mr. Eyre 500 gold mohurs, 
and 500 pagodas in rupees, fanams, and pagodas. We also deliver 
you a letter of credit on Boocunjee Caushedoss, who will supply you 
with what money your occasions require. 


We are, Gentlemen, 

Your afiectionate friend, 

Bichaeb Benton.” 

52 
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Monday^ lUh March 1743. The President acquaints the Board 
he has received a letter from Mr. Eyre, advising that many of their 
coolies having deserted upon the road had a good deal retarded their 
Journey; that Hizam-nl-Mulk was upon his march Southward, and 
he doubted whether he should be able to overtake him before be 
should be got out of the province; however he bad wrote Imaum 
Sahib of his being on the way, and desired also directions from hence 
how far to proceed. Which being taken into consideration, the Presi- 
dent was desired to write Mr. Eyre to follow the camp, except he 
should receive directions from Imaum Sahib to the contrary.’* 

‘‘ Monday^ "ind May, 1743. — Mr. Eyre arriving in Town last night 
from Habob Nizam-uhMulk Asof Jah’s camp, took his place again 
at the Board, and promised to deliver in the Diary and the particulars 
of the expenses of his Journey to and reception at the camp, so soon 
as they can be copied out fair. 

Nizam-ul-Mulk, having sent a horse and Seerpaw for the President 
which are lodged at St- Thome, it was proposed and agreed to receive 
the same to-morrow in the afternoon.” 

Biakt op occurubncbs isr the Joueney to Trichinopoly with a 

PRESENT TO NlZAM-tTL-MOEK, NaZIR JuNG, AND CoJA ABDUDLA 

'Khan. 

- “ Ma^rch SiA— Early this morning, mustered the coolies, and find- 
ing several bad left us in the night, and that some parcels were not 
come; wrote to Town for them, and for coolies in the room of those 
deserted ; for which we waited there till evening, and then sparing 
some from the palankeens, &c., went forward to Conditore; from 
whence wrote again for the peons and coolies wanting, and waited 
for them all day; wrote also for some broadcloth for presents to 
the ITabob’s officers. 

«« — , Late this morning arrived at Perimbadore. In the 

evening from SuncaBamah’s choultry, wrote to advise Imaum Sahib 
that we were endeavouring to reach the camp as fast as we could 
bring the presents. 

12^7^.-:— About noon arrived at Oonjeverara, where Hussain 
Sahib the Phousdar came to see us, and told us the camp was on 
the march, and that there was no knowing where it would make any 
stay ; therefore advised us to follow as fast as we could. After having 
got some oxen, and more coolies here, in room of others also deserted 
from this place ; in the evening went forward for Ohoulumbadee, and 
ibere received advice from the Vakeel of the 8th, that the camp was 
then removing from Trinomalee to Manlovepetta. But with hopes 
that it might make some stay thereabouts, we Judged it our duty to 
proceed after it. 

. , r. 14— -V7e were detained for want of more Conjeveram 

tall the aftemoon,; and at night arrived at Trivatore. 
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“ Marchf i4^/i^.— This morniiig'the Havildar ordered the goods to b® 
stopped at the Mefcfea. Sent the dubash to know' the reason of it, 
who brought word that the Havildar said be was informed we had 
some goods belonging to private merchants and for sale. Bat Patipa 
dejiying it, and by some acquaintance with the managing Brahmin, 
after a stay of about two hours, found credit to get them passed ; as 
also for an Hircarra and ten coolies, and then proceeded to Marapa 
Xaiclds tope; from thence in the afternoon to Vizamnnglum at 
8 o’clock ; where more coolies having left us, we sent to Chitaput to 
get others. 

^ — Waited for coolies and straw for the Oxen, till the 

afternoon; arrived at Oonjevaram, from whence we wrote to the 
Kiledar oi Ginjee for leave to wait upon him. 

n ^ — Arrived in Gingee at noon ; the Kiledar seat his Brah- 

min to welcome us, and with some provisions. In the evening we 
visited the Kiledar, who received us kindly. At night twenty-two 
coolies deserted. 

« ^ — genfj the dubasb with a present to the Kiledar of 9 

yards scarlet, one piece of Aurora, and a chest of rosewater, as an 
acknowledgment for the assistances he had offered ns, 

« ^ ISth — Mr. Byre observing that by the frequent occasions 

for taking up coolies, and the time and distance exceeding what was 
thought necessary when we left Madras, if we proceed we shall want 
money to pay the people. Agreed therefore that the dubash enquire 
where we may take it up for bills on Fort St. George or Fort St. 
David, and let us know the rates, 

« ^ — Arrived a letter from the Honorable the Governor, 

acquainting that as the French have sent a present so far as Tricbi- 
nopoly, he thinks it necessary that we should not fall short of theiti. 
in respect, but proceed thither also. Ad 5 the Kiledar offering ns 
about the value of 2,000 Arcot rupees in Wolandore fanams for our 
bill on the Deputy Governor and Council of Port St. David, payable 
to Eangapilla of Pondicherry, — agreed to accept it, and pay the 
necessary advances to the coolies for Trichinopoly directly. 

« ^ 20^7^. — Having now got a supply of oxen and coolies, the 

latter in room of those that left us here in the night, and for the for- 
mer discharged those taken at Con jeveram ; and as we have heard 
some struggling parties of Mahratta horse have been about plunder- 
ing the villages,— agreed to take with us five and twenty horse the 
Kiilidar offered us, as a guard to the goods, and one of the Hircarras 
to show the road. Gave Baba Bow, the Killidar^s brahmin, 5 yards 
of scarlet cloth ; and the Killdar being sick, sent the dubash with our 
compliments of leave, and went forward to Anandapuram, 

« ^ 21s^. — Got at noon to Yeracholavarum ; from whence hav- 
ing travelled too far in the heat, for want of water cannot get the 
oxen to proceed further till the morning. 
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March, Travelled all day for wanb of water till four m the 

afternoon. Arrived at Yeliva Narsore ; sent the dubash with a com- 
pliment to the new Killidar there, and to enquire news of the Camp, 
that it was on the banks of Coleroon river. 

j 23rd. — As the goods were here passing the Mettas, they were 

stopped upon some intelligence that there was private merchant's 
goods among them. Bat upon application to the Killidar, and 
declaring that we kuevir of none; after some detention he acquiesced 
to let them go on. Travelled for want of good water till three in 
the afternoon (in which six of the people fainted) ; and arrived at 
Chile IlTessalore, where about forty of Imaum Sahib^s peons joined 
us, and brought their Master’s answer to oui-s from Conjeverara, 
that he should be srlad to see us as soon as possible. The coolies too 


that he should be glad to see us as soon as possible, 
much fatigued, cannot proceed till the morning. 

24iA. — About one o’clock arrived at Toolore river ; the people 
here also too much overcome with heat to go on in the afternoon. 

« j 25^^. — In the morning got t.o Wolgundapuram, where in the 

afternoon came in Share Mahomud Khan, Killidar of Tagagara, with 
some horse and peons from Imaum Sahib, as a further convoy for us. 

^ 26^L — Set forward at near noon, and towards sunset reach- 
ed Octatore ; where hearing of some robberies and murder there the 
night before by the Callar people, kept as good a guard as we could 
.aE night. 

« ^ 27th — Set out early this morning, and after a rest in the 

middle of the day, arrived at Mardoor, in view of the camp at sunset ; 
where the !N'abob’s Hircarras coming to enquire who we were, we sent 
to advise Imaum Sahib, that we were ready to come into camp to such 
place as he should appoint for us. 

« ^ 28i/i.— This morning paid and despatched the Ginjee horse 

men; and in the afternoon went through the camp to the place 
assigned us; and pitched all the tents that evening in view of 
Trichinopoly town, surrounded at some distance by Nizam’s forces 
under the command of Coja Abdulla Khan, Rajah Sbandrasein, Rajah 
Janojee, Meer Assud, and Shaik Lucfulla Khan. Sent our compli- 
ments, which were returned by Imaum Sahib, that he would come to 
ns in the morning. 

« ^ 29th — Buckanjee Cossidas, the camp Shroff, coming to see 

us gave ns advice as to affairs in the camp. We mentioned our let- 
ter of credit to him from his gomastas, which he said he was ready 
to comply with. Accordingly we sent for 2,000 rupees on it in the 
evening. Presented Share Mahmud Khan, who attended ns from 
Wolgundapuram, with one piece of Aurora ; and gave 160 rupees for 
provisions to his horse and peons. In the afternoon received a visit 
from Imanm Sahib ; presented him some gold mohnrs, and delivered 
4h,e Governor’s 1 etter to him. He told us he had acquainted tbe'Nabob 
of pur arrival; and that Meer Mucktada Khan was ordered, with a 
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parfcy of 4000 horse and as many foot, to condiici iis to the Nabob 
in the morning; and desired we would be ready co receive him in a 
proper manner ; and after some discourse he received beetle and took 
leave. 

March, 30^^.— About 8 this morning, the Nabob’s officer came to 
us, with a guard of horse and foot>aiid two elephants, with drum and 
colours; and told us the Nabob was glad to hear of our arrival in 
camp, and had ordered him to conduct us to him. 

After the usual compliments we presented him, as by the list of 
presents ; and after his taking beetle we proceeded with him, and 
was carried to the public durbar, where the Nabob was sitting attended 
by his Omrahs, Nabobs, Rajahs, and other great men ; and making 
our obeisances in front at a considerable distance, we were shown a 
place on the carpets, and to sit down there. About an hour after, 
when the Nabob rose from the durbar, he sent for us into private 
apartments. Whereupon his speaking our welcome, we paid the Go- 
vernor’s respect to him ; and be bid us sit down ; and then honoured 
us with a great deal of free discourse on indifferent matters. Coffee 
was also served to us, with the honour of the fans. This being the 
first audience nothing was said of the present; and in something 
more than an hour he gave us beetle, and we withdrew and returned 
to our tents ; where the Nabob and Imaum Sahib each sent us a dinner. 
In the afternoon received a list from Imaum Sahib of what goods he 
had assigned for the presents to the Nizam ; which we got unpacked 
and sorted out that night, and sent early next morning to the Nabob. 

« ^ — The goods being sent and opened at the Nabob’s tents, 

went to wait on him at the durbar; a«d that business being over the 
Nabob sent for us to a private tent, where the goods lay opened, and 
we were desired to sit. The Nabob observed them very nearly, and 
took many of the parcels in hand, and said they were very good ; and, 
of the painted looking glass and some others ; that he would keep 
some himself, and send also some of them to the Mogul, and would 
tell him he had them of the Governor of Chennapatnam. Imaum 
Sahib, upon seeing that notice taken of them (which was not then 
interpreted us), got up and made his salams. Coffee was served, and 
after about an hour’s discourse we retired, 

“In the evening happened a very violent squall of wind and 
rain, which blew down some of the Nabob’s tents and a great many 
others ; and ours were with much difficulty kept from falling which 
made us think it lucky that we had delivered the Nabob’s goods, and 
that those remaining with us were kept from any damage by the 
weather. 

“ April, Ist — Sent the Mulla and Warehouse Ganacopiley, to 
count out the presents to the Nabob’s daroga, or Warehouse-keeper. 
Sent the dubash to attend Imaum Sahib, and see if he should have 
any other commands for us. He asked if we were satisfied with our 
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reception ; and bid to write advice of it to the G-overnor and to 
request of him. some concave looking glasses; which, as by the 
sample sent us, he said would be very acceptable to the Nabob. 
Agreed therefore that we write his said request to the Governor, 
and sent the glass as he desires with it* 

April, 2nd . — About 9 o'clock we attended the durbar, was after- 
wards sent for to a private tent, where we sat sometime; was served 
with co:See and the fans, while the Nabob's discourse was chiefly oa 
enquiry into the customs of the Europeans and their discipline in 
war. 

« 4^A.~Sent the dubash again to ask Imaum Sahib when w© 

should deliver the Governor's letter to the Nabob; as also, when we 
may expect to be introduced to Nazir Jung. To which he said, 

“ Desire the Gentlemen to come to durbar, and I will do it for them." 
Attended the durbar, and was sent for afterwards to sit in the private 
apartment ; had the usual honors of coflee, &o., but nothing done in 
the business promised by Imaum Sahib. 

Came in five oxen with broadcloth for presents to the Nabob's 
officers ; and some oil and other necessaries that were detained by 
some troubles on the road. 

« ^ — Sent the dubash again to Imaum Sahib, desiring to 

know when we would present the Governor's letter to the Nabob. 
Se answered there was no occasion to be in a hurry for it, that he 
would get an answer to it when we were ready to return ; and that 
he would take a fit opportunity to ask the Nabob's leave to visit 
Nazir Jung. This day, being Tuesday, no durbar held. Beceived 
lists from Imaum Sahib of particulars for presents to be got ready 
against he should send for them. 

« ^ eik-^At 10 o’clock attended the durbar, and was after* 

wards called to the private tents as usual. 

Imaum Sahib moved for the Nabob's leave for us to visit Nazir 
Jung ; and presented a list of what designed for him. To which 
after some perusal the Nabob dismissed it by reserving him to 
another time. Retiring from thence, went with Imaum Sahib on a 
visit to Mabud Anwar Khan, where we were very kindly received. 
AJter a small stay there and receiving some atur, perfumes, and 
beetle, took leave and went home. 

*< — Imaum Sahib, having so often put us ofl in our reqxiest 

to deliver the Nabob's letter, till it is grown so late that we begin to be 
doubtful whether he designs it shall be done or not ; and as we thought 
it odd that he did not call for it on the delivery of the presents it 
recommends ; it would be much more strange if w© should not deliver 
it at all. Agreed therefore that we attend the durbar this morning, 
wd that Mr, Eyre take an opportunity to present it there. Accord- 
making the usual overture for approach, he presented it to the 
N&h^ who laid it him. . Were afterwards called to the honour of 
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the private apartments, and after being treated as before, returned 
to our tents. Received of Buckanjee Oossadas, Arcofc rupees 1,000^ 
in full of the letter of credit on him to pay batta bo the peons and 
coolies, &o., disbursements. 

In the afternoon sent to Imaum Sahib for leave to visit him. 
He answered that we should not come out in the heat, but that he 
would come to us in the evening ; when in a discourse, chiefly tend* 
ing to show the grandeur of the Nabob his master, he desired of us 
the proper titles of our G-overnor, for that they should be augmented 
by the Nabob, He asked also what would be agreeable to the 
Governor that the Nabob should do for him ; and particularly what 
villages he would have granted. We replied we had no instructions 
in that respect, and could therefore say nothing to it; but that we 
understood the Governor had wrote him fully as to all he would ask 
of him. He then asked, what may be the annual amount of the 
jiincans on the Company’s goods. To which we could only say, it 
was always more or less according to their success in the invest- 
ment, and therefore seldom any two years near the same amount ; 
and he desired we would write to the Governor to instruct him more 
particularly. After this he said he would come early in the morn- 
ing, and conduct us to the quarters of Goja Abdulla Khan, as he lay 
before the town ; and receiving beetle, he returned home. 

Agreed to write and advise the Governor of that part of Imaum 
Sahib’s discourse regarding the villages and juncans. 

Aprils Bill , — Early this morning Imaum Sahib came according to 
appointment, attended with about l5l> horse and 100 foot, and by 
Monsr. Bosett (a Gentleman who carried the presents from the 
French) ; and we directly proceeded with them. On our arrival we, 
were introduced to Coja Abdulla Khan’s durbar ; and after some 
stay there, he came in and saluted us in the usual way ; and making 
our offerings in gold moburs he seated us near him. We delivered 
the Governor’s letter, and his respects to him. Upon which he 
enquired his health, and made several kind professions of a friend- 
ship for Mm ; and after about an hour’s discourse, on Imaum Sahib’s 
telling him that some of the villages that were near us and in bis 
Nabobship would be acceptable, he directly wrote a few lines in onr 
favour to the Nabob, which Imaum Sahib took from him ; and then 
made apology that he was sorry he had not a warning to be better 
provided to receive us, but that he would send us for dinner such as 
he could get in the camp ; and then presenting ns with Seerpaws, 
we acknowledged the honour done us, and withdrew to a tent he 
had ordered for that purpose ; but having sent one of ours, and 
seeing Imaum Sahib wanted that for himself, we desired him to get 
it excused that we made use of ours; and inviting the French Gen- 
tleman to go with us to our tent, we there received a dinner ; also 
one from Coja Abdulla Khan ; and about an hour after Imaum Sahib 
sent for us to come and take leave of Coja Abdulla Khan ; where 
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affeei^ gome disconrse and compliments on the treatment received, he 
gave beetle and perfumes, and we took leave about 2 o’clock, when 
being excessive hot, and at that hour in^ the camp unable to find 
above half our coolies, bad many of them fainted in the way, and was 
soon set down under almost every bush we came to ; had a most 
irksome and sultry journey to our tents, and unable to reach them 
till sunset. 

“ Aprilt 9th. — Thought it necessary to go to the durbar to-day. 

« j lOik — Attended the durbar, and was afterwards received 

and treated in the ITabob’s apartments as before. 

lltk, — Imaum Sahib, having told the dubash that he would 
this morning move for leave to get what was proper prepared for 
our taking leave of the IJTabob. We attended the durbar, but seeing 
there was nothing said of it, he then told the dubash that to-morrow 
being Tuesday, and no durbar, he would go to Ooja Abdulla Khan 
and consult upon forwarding our affairs. 

** I^inding we shall be in want of raiore money to pay durbar 
charges, and those of the returning journey ; — agreed that the 
dubash go and see if Buokanjee Cossidas is willing to let us have 
2,000 rupees on the Honourable the Governor and Oouncil* The 
dubash returning told us that finding he made some hesitation, 
he said no more of it, as he could get us such a sum of the Guzerat 
merchants; and accordingly in the evening he brought us 2,000 
Arcot rupees of Poor Chatamdoss Govardandoss, for which agreed 
to give him a bill accordingly, and payable to Ragoor Veragoo Chetty 
of Madras. 

« ^ I2th. — Imaum Sahib went to Coja Abdulla Khan, and we 

waited at home for his returning. 

^ iZth , — Imaum Sahib being something indisposed on his 
return, had no opportunity to speak with him. 

« ^ — Made our compliments at the durbar, and seeing 

nothing done for us we returned to our tents. 

«« j j^th . — Wrote a letter to Imaum Sahib, complaining that 

the death of several of our people, and the sickness of many others, 
so frightens the rest that they declare they cannot stay longer with 
us ; and that if so they would leave us destitute of any way to get 
home. To entreat therefore that he will get our business done, and 
leave for our return. He wrote in answer that it should be done 
to-morrow, and that we might prepare to send away our things. 

In the afternoon Imaum Sahib sent each of us a seerpaw by bands 
of Sheer Mahmud Khan, Kilidar of Tagagara ; upon which Tashereifd 
the Kilidar with four yards of scarlet, and gave eleven rupees to his 


16ik'^Attended the Nabob at durbar ; after a short stay 
i retired and sent for us to an inner tent, where we were 
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served with coffee and the fans ; and after' some discourse the 
Nabob told ns that as he was always desirons to liare onr company, 
it could not be pleasing to him to think of our leaving him, but that 
as he was informed it was necessary to our health and other engage- 
ments, he ought to allow it ; and then told us if we came to-morrow 
morning we should have audience of leave. 

April, 17th . — About 10 o’clock this morning attended according to 
yesterday’s appointmentj and after sitting about half an hour at the 
durbar, the Nabob rose up and sent for us within, where we were 
treated with the usual honours. After which he told ns be had reason 
to be pleased with the Governor’s courtesy in sending us with pre- 
sents for him at so great a distance ; that though be may be in want 
of something from Ohiiinapatnam, he expects no more presents from 
him ; and that if the Governor should not let his people pay for theih, 
it would forbid him ever asking any thing more of him. After this 
he said particularly be should want a few great guns, and some pow- 
der, mortars, and shells, with a gunner practiced in the use of them, 
We answered that we should not fail on our arrival to acquaint the 
Governor of his Excellency’s pleasure; and Seerpaws being ordered 
for the Governor, and ourselves, we were conducted by Imaum Sahib 
to another tent to receive them ; and being there invested with them, 
were let back again to the Nabob; were making our obeisances we 
took our seats oh the carpets ; and making a short stay there, took 
leave of the Nabob and returned to our tents. 

“This afternoon, sent all the remaining goods to Imaum Sahib, 
agreeable to a message received from him to that purpose; among 
which were those also designed for Coja Abdulla Khan. And Imaum 
Sahib having also said that {to save us a great deal of trouble) if we 
sent the money for the durbar charges to him, he would see it properly 
distributed ; we thankfully received that proposal and thinking 500 
rupees as little as could serve for that purpose, we accordingly sent 
him that sum to be so distributed. 

“ In the evening received the Nabob’s Seerpaw for the Governor, 
made up in a bundle covered with a white cIodIi ; as also a fine horse 
with a slight furniture upon him, which we ordered to be taken care of. 

“ Hussan Khan Tahir, who has the management of affairs of Sahib 
Zadda, son of late deceased Nabob of Arcot, having taken some notice 
of us in camp, — agreed it will be proper that we send the dubash to 
wait on him, and see if he has any commands for us to Madras. He 
returned our compliments, and desired his respects to the Governor; 
and after expressing a dissatisfaction at the slow success of Sahib 
Zaddas hopes for the succession to his fathers province, and with a 
person who had been officious to obstruct him in it, he oi^dered a 
Seerpaw to the dubash and so dismissed him. 

“ Imaum Sahib, having said yesterday that we might send away 
our things early this morning ; and again that we should do well to 
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proceed ourselves after them directly upon taking leave of the Nabob ; 
and that he would get the sunriuds intended for as executed when in 
a few days Ooja Abdulla Khan would come to see the Nabob and send 
them after us ; which would be better than keeping us to stay for 
them any longer. Upon which considering that we have no particular 
instruction to ask for anything but in general to follow such direc- 
tions as we should receive from Imaum .—-agreed therefore and for 
the reasons mentioned the 15th instant, that we set out on our return 
early to-morrow morning and as the coolies will not be able to carry 
us through so long a journey as to Madras directly and without some 
stay to refresh them in the way ; that we go the Fort St. David road 
believing it as near a way as any and because we may from thence 

cooHes up by sea and discharge the 

I8^7i.--Having agreeable to directions from Imaum Sahib 
lashereifd the Nabob’s coffee and fan servants, and paid one hun- 
dred rupees for batta to Shere Mahmud Khan’s peons and servants 
we set out from the camp at about six this morning with a few horse 
and peons sent us by Imaum Sahib, and at night got to Ootatore. 

*f — Came to Bunjengudda in the evening. 

« , 20!Ji^.-To Chepauk. 

' Discharged Imaum Sahib’s horse and in the evening 

got to Trunama Nellore. ® 

— In the evening lodge at Patumpawk. 

22Td. Went into Fort Sc. David and stayed there three 

refresh the people — sent the tents, &c., by a sea conveyance 
to Fort St. George, and discharged the oxen and coolies that carried 
them. 


« , 27^k~-Set out for Fort St. George leaving Mr. Harrison 
considerably indisposed. 

« , 29^.— Receiving advice that Imaum Sahib had desired the 

horse and Seerpaw we have goo with us from the Nabob ma,y be 
lodged at bt. rhome and that his son may carry it into Town. 

Sesrpaw to be lodged with the 
Hayild^ ot St. 1 home ; proceeded and arrived in Town and waited 
on the Governor in the evenino*.” 


62S 


1743—44.] MK RIOEARD BENTON. 

delicate application to Governor Benyon for the loan of ten lakhs 
of rupees. 

** Thursday, I9tli May, 1743. — The President acquainted the Board, 
the few days past he was informed that Meer Alliro, darogah to the 
late jSfabob’s Lady, was come into Town with letters from Mahomraad 
Hussan Khan Tahir, Budderdeen Hussain Khan, and Mahommad 
Ally Sahib; acquainting him (the President) that they had agreed 
upon the sum they were to pay Kizam-ul-Mulk for confirming 
Mahommud Sied Khan, the late Nabob’s son in the Government of 
this province, and had got most of the money ready, except a small 
matter as they called it; which therefore they desired we would 
advance and lend them, and which Meer Allim hinted was ten lacs of 
rupees; who was instructed to oiffer as security a mortgage of the 
rents of part of the country or a deposit of jewels. But the President 
considering that whatever hopes the family may have at present, 
faction and party prevails so much in the camp, that there was no 
certain depeudance upon any promises which may have been made 
them till the grant has passed the seals ; but principally that it is 
contrary to our practice, and indeed our orders, to have any dealings 
in money matters with the governing powers. He had sent for Goja 
Petrus, and instructed him in what manner to talk to Meer Allim 
before he made his visit ; and explain to him our reasons why we 
could neither lend nor borrow; and Meer Allim was satisfied with 
those reasons, that when he came to the Port he said very little upon 
the subject of his errand ; and all that the President had occasion to 
say in his answers to the letters was only to assure them in general 
terms that he never denied any thing to his friends that was in his 
power, and for the rest referred them to what they would be told by 
Meer Allim.” 

On the same day we find the following extract, referring to the 
smuggling of betel and tobacco by the servants of the Moors now 
residing in Black Town. 

** The case of the betel and tobacco farmers being taken into consi- 
deration, the President said he believed they had suffered by large 
quantities brought in by the servants belonging to the Moors; 
for besides what they conveyed into the women’s palankeen and 
hackeries which could not be searched, they often run in parcels 
under the notion of provisions, fruit, and sweetmeats as presents 
sent them from the country ; that the farmers bad catched several 
of the Moors servants in this last practice which they bad brought 
to him, the President, upon whose complaining thereof, their prin- 
cipals were very willing and desirous the betel and tobjicco should 
be confiscated, but were not inclined their servants should be other- 
wise punished ; and he could not visit upon it, without lessening the 
respect we had always endeavoured to shew them ; and therefore as 
the profit was so great they the servants still continued to run it iUj 
as they only run the risk of having it seized if they were catched,, 
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whieli considering the many opportunities they have was not equal 
to the temptation of the profit.-’ 

In consequence of these losses an abatement of two months rent 
was made to the betel and tobacco farmers. 

The following extract exhibit the final arrangement that was made 
between the English Government at Fort St. George and the Butch 
Government at Negapatam respecting the delivering up of deserters 
on either side. 

Fridayt 29tlh July, 1743. — The President acquaints the Board 
that a few days ago three of our soldiers^ — namely Hard Wilson. 
John Eobertson, and Thomas Murphen, — having deserted to Pulicat^ 
he thought it needless to trouble the Board with the matter ; not 
doubting but the chief there would return them on his request. And 
therefore he had wrote a letter to the Chief to that effect, and pro- 
mising a full pardon to the people; hut he found himself disap- 
pointed, when two days since he received an answer thereto, declaring 
that by orders from Negapatam they are not to deliver up any of 
our deserters. 

Agreed to transmit a copy of the said letter to the Governor and 
Council of Negapatam, and to recommend this affair to their serious 
attention ; as we think that, when they have recollected what passed 
between us and them last year on occasion of a man deserting from 
them, and fully considered the terms on which we have demanded 
these three men, they will revoke the order, and direct them to be 
teturned^us.” 

This affair ended in the agreement to deliver up deserters on 
either side, upon the assurance of their not being put to death, nor 
punished publicly in an infamous manner. 

Our next extract illustrates the jealousy which had prevailed for 
some time respecting the residence of foreigners within the walls of 
White Town. 

** Monday, 22nd 1743.--Notice being affixed at the Sea 

gate of the intended sale of a house in the White Town on Mon- 
day the 29th instant; and it being intimated to the Board that 
some Armenians design to purchase the same ; it fell under debate, 
whether it was not become necessary to put a stop to such indul- 
gence to foreigners and strangers ; and agreed in the affirmative, on 
considering how large a part of the White Town is already in the 
possession of foreigners, and that if they are permitted to nnrohase 
more, the inconveniences arising therefrom to the English ‘inhabit- 
ants may be very great. And for as much as such inoonvenienceat 
may more easily be prevented than removed or remedied when felt. 

It is agreed that the following prohibition he affixed at the gates of 
the Town in English, and the French, Dutch, Portuguese, and 
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Besolved and ordered that no foreigners or strangers, or any 
others than the natural subjects of the King of Great Britain, shall 
be permitted from and after this time to purchase or inhabit any 
house or houses, godowns, or other buildings, within the walls of the 
White Town ; except only such as they have heretofore been permit- 
ted to purchase ; and that even those houses, &o., shall not be sold 
again to, or inhabited by any other foreigners and strangers than 
such as are already possessed of them, without the permission of the 
President and Council of this place for the time being to that end 
first had and obtained/^ 

About this time Trichinopoly was captured by the Nizam, as will 
be seen by the following entry. 

“ Monday^ ^9th August, 1743. — Imaum Sahib having advised the 
President of Nizam-ul-Mulk*s having taken Trichinopoly, he acquaint- 
ed the Board that it will be proper to write a letter of congratulation 
upon the occasion, accompanied with fifty-one gold mohurs, which he 
is desired to comply with as he shall judge proper.’* 

Prom the following entry it would seem that keeping the Moora 
out of Black Town was considered to be as important an object, as 
keeping other foreigners out of White Town. 

** Monday, I7th October, 1743. — The Justices appointed to the 
Eegistry of houses remark to the Board, that one great and principal 
end proposed by the establishing that registry in 1735, was to 
prevent the Moors purchasing too much in the Black Town; and that 
in prosecution of such purpose the said Justices had made it a rule 
to themselves, not to register any bill of sale or conveyances to 
Moormen, without the particular leave of the Board. Notwithstand- 
ing which caution, they find themselves obliged to apply for the 
opinion and directions of the Board, upon a method several Moormen 
have lately endeavoured to put in practice, to evade the prohibition 
laid against them in the intention of the said registry; who, finding 
they must not appear as the purchasers, procure some of the Malabars 
or Gentoos to buy houses for them in their own names. After which 
the conveyances are entered in this registry without any objection, 
and then the Moormen, under pretence of having lent money on the 
premises specified in such conveyances, bring their mortgages to foe 
registered, and by that means possess and inhabit as uninterruptedly 
as if the original titles were made to themselves. A practice to 
which if some stop is not put, that end proposed by the establishment 
of the registry will be soon disconcerted and rendered of no effect. 
The Board being sensible of the many inconveniences that may arise to 
the place by not discouraging such practices, — ^it is agreed and ordered 
that the Justices do not attest or permit any mortgages of the nature 
of those above described, or of a like tendency to be registered. 

The following extracts are domestic, and will explain themselves. 
« Wednesday^ doth Noymievp X743,— The long established pay to 
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the Choultry dubash of eighty fanams per month, and an exemption 
from quit rent and scavenger's duty on his house having been reduced 
some years since to forty fanams per month i and that exemption taken 
off, he has been obliged to set up a school for the further support of 
himself and a numerous family, by which he is much hindered from 
givin^y the proper attendance at the Choultry it is therefore agreed 
that he be paid according to the former establishment, and that his 
house be struck out of the roll 

** The President then acquainting the Board that application had 
sometime ago been made to him to procure an exemption from quit 
rent and scavenger’s duty on a house and garden belonging to Muctum 
Sahib, the Nabob's chief mullah It is agreed that he be gratified 
therein, as the value is hut a pagoda and a quarter per annum, and 
he may be of more service than equivalent." 

Wednesday, SOth November, 1743.— Petition of Mrs. Katharine 
Gyfford read, setting forth that by unavoidable accidents and misfor-. 
tunes she is reduced to the want of a subsistence, and the necessity 
of praying some relief from the Honorable Company in whose ser- 
vice, she bad lost a father and three husbands. Besides that the 
Board are fully satisfied of Mrs. Gyfford's not having wherewith to 
subsist on, it is observable that when she was not in such indigent 
ciroumstances, she avoided putting the Company to an expense of 
twenty-five pagodas a month, which was offered her in May 1721 ; 
and further that our Honorable Masters were pleased not to disap- 
prove the allowances made to the other unfortunate An jengo widows 
at that time, as well as that, she is now here by their permission. It 
is agreed, therefore, to allow her fifteen pagodas per month till their 
pie^ure shall be known ; and in our next letters to beg the favour 
of their orders how to act hereafter in cases of the like nature.” 

“ Monday, 12th Beeember, 1743.— Antonha Carvalho, who has for 
many years inhabited the buildings, made by her great-grandfather 
John Pereira in the garden commonly called by his name; which 
reverting to the Company was set apart for those inhabitants to 
build onT whose houses had been pulled down on the approach of the 
Mahrafctaa in consultation of the 15th June 1741 prays that in 
consideration of her reduced circumstances, and the rent she paid for 
so many years whilst able, and even some years after she received 
anything by the produce of the garden, the Honorable Company will 
be pleased to give her the said buildings for the support of herself 
and family. The Board having considered her request, did not think 
fit to alienate the Company’s property in the said buildings ; but in 
compassion to her age and circumstances, and in consideration of the 
many years’ rent she and her family had paid the company ; — agreed 
to grant the possession of them to her, and her only daughter Josepha 
-/Maria Rosa de Silveira* during their lives, they keeping the same in 
xepaii^ and paying six fanams annually for scavenger's duty,” 
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Our next; entry refers to foreign affairs. 

Monday y 26th Becemher, 1743. — The President acquaints tlae Board 
that ISri 2 sam-ul-Mnlk, having left Trichinopoly in October last, and 
taken his route a considerable distance to the Westward of Arcot, 
where he is still encamped ; but not having yet absolutely settled the 
Government of his province, he has in the interim sent Ooja Hamah 
Tuilah Khan, son of Coja Abdulla Khan, as superintendent of the 
province ; and who the beginning of last week came to St. Thome 
with 1,000 horse and 3,000 foot, the rest of his forces being left at 
Arcot. Meer Assad came down with Coja Hamah Tuilah Khan, and 
made the President a visit on Wednesday last ; and Coja Hamah 
Tuilah Khan being so near, intimated his intention of sending^ 
Seerpaw to the President, but which he had endeavoured as far as 
he decently could to excuse the receiving of, urging that he was near 
his departure and therefore wished that it might be deferred till Mr. 
Morse took the chair ; when in all likelihood there will be another 
Seerpaw sent, and the usual return must be made for it. But Coja 
Hamah Tuilah Khan, being soon to return to Arcot, insisted on. 
sending one now i and it was accordingly received on Saturday lasts 
with the usual ceremonies, as upon these occasions it is always cus- 
tomary, and expected that by it we should show our respect by 
making some return ; and we don’t think it proper in the present* 
unsettled state of the country, to disoblige a person of his rank and 
present power by any slight or neglect on our parts. Agreed that 
a present be made bim to the value of seven or eight hundred 
pagodas; the particulars to be chosen by the President and Mr. 
Morse.” 

This year brings the Government of Mr. Benyon to a close. Oa 
the 17th January 1744 he departed for Europe, and Mr. Hicholas 
Morse reigned in his stead. 
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■ CHAPTER ■ :ia:Jvm. 

OOYERNOESHIP OP MR. NICHOLAS HORSE. 

1744. 

The year 1744 will long be famous in the history of the rise of the 
British Empire in India. It was this year that the war with France 
broke out, which ultimately led to the capture of Fort St. George by 
the French, and to those hostilities in this country which terminated 
in the ascendancy of the British in India. The chronicles of Fort 
St. George during the year 1744 are however sufficiently interesting 
in themselves. The year commenced with the inauguration of Gov- 
ernor Morse, who was destined to see stirring times. The opening 
extracts will explain themselves : 

** Tmsda/yy VlthJwmavyt 1744.—Eiohard Benyon, Esq., late Presi- 
dent of this place, having early this morning embarked on the 
** Duke ” for England, and the Government thereby devolving on 
Michotea Morse, Esq., he accordingly takes the chair ; and the Com- 
pany’s servants, inhabitants, and military officers attending, the 
Sea?etary reads the 12fch paragraph of the general letter from Eng- 
land, whereby it is directed that upon Mr. Benyon’s resigning the 
Government and taking passage for England, the said Hioholas 
Morse, Esq., do succeed as President, and take upon him the Gov- 
ernment of the Honorable Company’s affairs here. 

‘*The inhabitants, military officers and others being withdrawn, 
the President took the oath to be true and faithful to the Honorable 
Company, as did all the other members of the Board except Mr. 
Hinde who had taken the oath in England. 

” Ordered that new commissions be drawn out for all the Lieute- 
nants and Ensigns under this Presidency.” 

Throughout this year theMahrattas seem to have been endeavour- 
ing to recover Triqhinopoly from the Hizam, and thus to have occa- 
sioned no little excitement at Fort St. George. The following extract 
is historical. 

** Saturday^ 3rd February, 1744. — The President acquaints the 
Board, that there are advices come to the Shroffs in Town, that 
Hizam-ul-mulk, upon his arriving at the banks of the river Kistna 
in his way to Goloondah, had an account brought him of a large army 
of t^e Mahrattas being on the other side. On which he faced about 
aiud came back three days’ Journey to a place called Pocalore. The 
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Maiirattas soon after passed the riw and eneamped within a few 
miles of him ; and there has been small skirmishes between those 
sent out to forage, but nothing of any consequence. That orders 
were gent to Goja Namah Futta Khan, who commands in this pro- 
vince, to immediately march with his forces to the Fort of Gingee^ 
where he is collecting a larger body in order to prevent the Mahrat- 
tag getting through the pass to Trichinopolj, which they have designs 
to retake from the Moors. This has very much alarmed the country^ 
and occasioned all the inhabitants at Arcot and the Towns adjacent 
to leave them ; and great number of peons and oxen are come in here 
with money and effects. In a few daySj it was expected, they would 
come to some action or treaty ; but it is thought the latter, as it is 
more agreeable to the Niisam^s general method of proceeding, and as 
the army of the Mahrattas is said to be superior to his." 

Our Eoman Catholic readers will be interested in the following 
notice. 

Friday ^ lOth Febrmry, 1744. — The President acquaints the Board, 
that notwithstanding Father Severini, since the demise of Father 
Thomas in April 1742, has acted as Superior of the Eoman Catholic 
Ohurch in this Town, by the consent of this Board (who then thought 
it unnecessary to authorize him by any particular instrument) ; and 
has conducted himself to the general satisfaction ; he (the President) 
learns that a paper under the hand of the Provincial of the Convent 
of Tauris and the seal of his office called a decree, and said to ba 
sent out of France by the way of China, appeared in Town about 
the 5th instant ; whereby Padre Benatus (a Frenchman, by birth, 
and a junior brother who has hitherto acted under Severini) m 
appointed Apostolic Missionary and vice Guardian of the Missions 
in the Indies and Persia ; a title, though not exactly the same with 
that Severini is known by of Superior and Chief Pastor of the Church 
of St. Andrew in this Town ; yet the influence it carries with it will 
render it so like in its effects, that the President looks on it only as 
an artful attempt to invade the Honorable Company’s right of 
appointing who shall be Superior in Ecclesiastical matters over the 
great number of our inhabitants of the Eoman Catholic profession; 
a privilege necessary to the Company’s honour and interests, and 
the welfare and good government of the Town ; and as occasions 
offered, so zealously maintained by our predecessors, and as often 
approved by our Honorable Masters, that he therefore recommends 
to the Board to consider of the steps proper to be taken on this 
affair. 

Our records being thereupon referred to, so many precedents 
appeared of the prerogative mentioned by the English Government 
in cases of this nature, confirmed from England and confessed by 
the Fathers of this Eoman Church ; that the Board having fully 
considered the nature and tendency of this matter : — Eesolved and 
ordered, that an instrument he drawn out, appointing Padre Severini, 
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Superior and Chief Pastor of the Church of St. Andrew in this 
!ro?srn, on the model of that given on a like occasion by the Presi- 
dent and Council in February 1707. 

‘‘ That the same be translated into Latin to be signed by the Board ; 
and that an order also in Latin be delivered by the Secretary to 
Padre Severini, directing him to read or cause the said instrument 
of our induction to be read publicly in his Church on Sunday next, 
the Secretary being present. 

Agreed for several reasons that obviate themselves, to separate 
the grounds of these our resolutions from our other more public 
advices to our Honorable Masters by the “Heathcote’^ now des- 
patching.'* 

Wednesday, lUh Felmary, 1744. — The Seerefeary acquaints the 
Board tl|at pursuant to our order he had delivered to Father Severini, 
our instrumental of induction, and order for publishing the same ; 
conformable to which he had by the Father’s appointment attended 
at the Eoman Church at 9 o’clock on Sunday morning last, where 
the said instrument was publicly read to the congregation by Father 
Eenatus in the Latin and also in Portuguese.” 

Our next extract illustrates the proceedings of the Nizam and the 
Mahrattas. 

Wednesday, IBh Felmary, 1744. — ^The President acquaints the 
^Board that the Shroffs have received advices from the country that 
.miafcters are come to an accommodation between the Nizam and the 
Mahrattas, and that the latter were retired ; which seemed in some 
measure to be confirmed by the Shroffs and others sending back to 
Araob the treasures they had brought in here within these few days ; 
wherefore he proposed, and it is agreed, to advise thereof to St. 
Pavids, that they may go on with their business ; warning them at 
the same time to proceed with caution, as it is believed the Mahrattas 
have still some designs to recover Triohinopoly.” 

The affairs at Axcot next engage our attention. 

** Monday 5th March, 1744.— The President acquaints the Board 
that Coja Namah Futta Khan, — who commands in the province in 
the place of his father Coja Abdulla Khan, the present nominal 
Nabob of Arcot, — had sent him a horse and Seerpaw on his coming 
to the government; and that he found it was expected there should 
he a present made in return as is customary to a Nabob on such 
Gccapqus. But that as the Nizam was returned into the province, 
and it is rumoured the Nabobship of Arcot will soon be setfeied, he 
judged it might be proper to wait sometime ; that we might avoid 
the extraordinary charge of sending another present, in case it should 
not be confirmed on the same person.” 

The following notice of a forcible attempt made by a Madras Shroff 
to recover a debt from an English merchant is very curious. It does 
■^ ItojreYer reflect much honour on the creditor. 
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Thursday ) Sih Marche 1744. — The President acqnaints the Board 
that on Sunday last he received a letter from Mr. Daniel Berriman 
at St. Thomas’ Mount, complaining of his having been insulted there 
by one Dialdoss, a Guzerat Shroff, and an inhabitant of this place 
who had endeavoured, by the assistance of the Moor Havildar of St. 
Thome, to take him by force and carry him thither ; which being also 
confirmed to him from other hands, he had sent out a party of peons 
to prevent it ; who bringing Dialdoss in with them he had ordered 
him into the custody of the Pedda Naick. The following are the 
circumstances of the affair. Mr. Berriman having borrowed 1,000 
rupees of this Dialdoss, and the time for payment being elapsed, he, 
Dialdoss, had often demanded his money, and been put off by Mr. 
Berriman with promises of discharging it. Mr. Berriman going to 
the Mount, the other followed him thither, insisted on immediate 
payment, and would not be satisfied with Mr. Berriman’s assurances 
that he would return to Town in two or three days and endeavour 
to pay him his due. But on the contrary, Dialdoss applied to the 
Havildar of St. Thom4 for his assistance to oblige Mr, Berriman to 
an immediate payment, or to carry him to St. Thom6; promising the 
Havildar 250 rupees or a quarter part of the principal debt for his 
pains. Thereupon the Havildar sent a party of peons, who had laid 
hold of Mr. Berriman ; but on his drawing his sword they quitted 
him, and gave him an opportunity of getting into Mr. Barlow^s 
gardens, and thence into his house, where he remained and advised 
the President from thence of the circumstances he was in. All that 
night the Moors peons continued about Mr. Barlow’s doors, and 
were veij noisy and insolent, but; the next morning some of the 
English Gentlemen who happened to be there, having represented to 
Dialdoss the irregularity and ill consequences of such a proceeding, 
the Moor peons retired before the party sent from hence reached the 
Mount ; which last meeting with Dialdoss brought him into Town 
with them. 

** This behaviour of Dialdoss, carrying in it a high insult on the 
English government, and an absolute breach of the Honorable 
Company’s order, and the long established rules of the place, which 
prohibit any application being made by any of our inhabitants to 
the Moors or Gentoo officers, even in disputes with or demands on 
each other, much less where the English are concerned ; and nothing 
offering in vindication of him or in extenuation of his offence ; since 
he had neither applied to the President or Court in the matter, but 
had taken upon him to pursue his own measures, so inconsistenfc 
with good order, and by no means to be suffered in a government to 
whose tribunal alone its inhabitants, as well Europeans as others^ 
are subject in all cases. Itk is judged highly expedient to make 
him suffer some mark of our resentment, either by fine or corporal 
punishment. The first of these means being preferred, and it being 
debated what the amount of the fine should be, it was considered thafc 
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BiaMoss is but in the lower class of the Shroffs, and that probable 
Mr. Berriman s debt to him will not be paid soon if ever ; and there» 
fore agreed and resolved that he be fined only 300 pagodas, and that 
he continue under his present confinement till he pay the same. 

Proceeding to consider in what manner to 
show the Havildar of St. Tfaora^ our resentment of his conduct: when 
there ^me into the Fort one Mahmud Hussein, a principal inhabi- 
tant of St Ihome, whom the Havildar had sent to ask the President’s 
pardon for what had been done ; and by whom be urged in his 
excuse, that he was a stranger to affairs with the English, being 
come lately froin a distant country to this appointment ; and that 
bemg made sensible of the error be had been guilty of in concerning 
himself with <mr inhabitants, he should take care not to do the like in 
Pr^ident having acquainted us with this message, and 
the Havildar being a relation of Habob Ooja Abdulla Khan, it was 
agreed to rest satisfied with this his submission ; but the President 
w let him know, that if he or any other Havildar of St. Thora^ shall 
Hereafter presume to concern himself in any matters respecting this 
govermnent, we are determined to take our full satisfaction ; and 
^sue L^eon answerable for all the consequences that may 

illustration of the relation between 
the English at Fort St. George and the Nizam of the Dekkan. 

1744.-Tbe President acqnaints the Board 
received a letter from Nizam-ul-Mulk, in which he men- 

MVWaf^areelf nf ^ °®cers, 

nnin?i*n fW » “^0 Consideration, are of 

opmion that we onght by all means to avoid the taking the ffoods 

SmLt; Since if S 

Mradent should happen to them in the passage, and the Court be 

conversant with sea ajffairs 

ab^ ^rnmn^® ° might look upon the Honor- - 

obliged to make good the loss, which mi^ht be 
rated at their pleasure and occasion a large demand, and tWebv 

with^tbe *‘'® Company's settlements in dkpnte 

P®’’®®? *® province, and every officer 

m It subordinate to him and acting by his orders, it is our bnSa 
-tp endeavour to keep far with him ; more especially as wrLvl sZe 
I*^stoexpect from him; that thereforel ma/be proper for m 
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to show a seeming willingness to comply with his request, but that 
we endeavour to shun every circumstance that may have a tendency 
to draw any ill consequence from that compliauee; and which we 
presunoie may be done by representing to him the risk of all convey- 
ances by sea ; and to concern ourselves no further than in giving bis 
servant any assistance when an opportuuicy offers to the port of 
Surat; and by leaving the whole management to them in the con- 
ducting them thither. That the goods be continued under charge of 
Imaum Sahib’s people, to whom the officers had orders to deliver 
them ; and wbo were afterwards to procure the President’s receipt, 
which we can by no means think it consistent with our duty to the 
company to take upon us the risk of.” 

“ Monday, 2nd Ayril, 1744. — The President acquaints the Board, 
that agreeable to the advices from the country he communicated to 
us on the 6th instant, he is since informed that the Nizam -ul-Mulk, 
being returned to a place in the province called Gundecottah, about 
eight days’ journey distant from Arcot, has fixed the appointments 
to the several Nabobships of Cundanore, Golcondah, Corrapah and 
Arcot ; the last of which he had bestowed on Ooja Abdulla Khan. 
But he dying the night he received his commission, the Nizam had 
conferred it on Anawardee Khan,* another of his officers and late 
Nabob of Ohicacoil ; a person generally well esteemed and said to be 
very agreeable to the people. That Mauvasi Khan, son of this gen- 
tleman, is nominated for Dewan ; and some are of opinion Imaum 
Sahib will be made Buxee ; that these persons are expected at Areot 
in few days, and that the Nizam was px’eparing to set out for Gol- 
condah. 

Hereupon the President proceeded to remark that though the 
Nizam had expressed to the gentlemen when at the camp, a willing- 
ness to favour the Company ; and seemed then very well disposed 
to grant them some mark of it ; yet we have hitherto received no 
satisfactory answer concerning a dustuck to pass the Company’s 
goods, custom free ; or the other matters we were in hopes of ; which 
he believed must be owing either to the insufficiency of Imaum. 
Sahib’s interest with the Nizam, or to his want of attachment to our 
service. He therefore proposes, as the only means the Nizam’s 
intended short stay in these parts has now left us, and the most 
likely to put an end to Our suspense, to address himself to the Nizam 
on the occasion, by a letter as copied hereafter ; which being read 
the Board unanimously agreed to the proposal ; being in hopes that 
the Nizam will nob fail of showing some regard to the President’s 
letter ; or should it not at present meet with the desired success, 
that it may at least serve a further purpose, by opening a corres- 

* This Anawardee Khan, better known as Anwarodean, was the ancestor of 
the late dynasty of Nabobs of the Carnatic, and the father of the celebrated 
Mahommed Ali. 
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pondence with the Nizam which may enable us hereafter to maTro 
our applications to him to more advantage. 


‘ Zetier of Governor Morse to Faioh NiZiM-ra-MuiK Asoe Jae 
Bahauder Sbfah Saetom. 


“ Yonr Ixoellency’s appearance in these parts the English looked 
upon as the moat favonrable circumstance that would possiblv 
happen to them ; that thereby they might have the great honour of 
paying their respects to you, and that you might be informed of the 
assistance they have of late years given on many occasions to the 
subjects of His Majesty, when the commotions in the country ren- 
Uered their lives as well as fortunes very unsafe without the walls of 
Cbennapatnam. They persuaded themselves that these services 
would be acceptable to your Excellency, and that they would entitle 

g'ea* pleasure 

to hnd by the reception and kind treatment the Gentlemen met with. 
When they had the honour of being in your presence at Ttichinopoly. 

blessings of God the affairs of this province are now 
t’ as I am informed on your departure 

from ns; before which I beg leave to hope your Excellency will 
grant us some i^k of your favour, as shall be agreeable to vour 
great wisdom and generosity. This will show the world your kind 

T and is what I have waited 

tormththernost earnest desire, and which I should not have doubted 
honoured with before now, had the English been so 
l^unate as to have had an advocate to pat your Excellency in mind 

consequence would have admitted. 
Since I Imve failed in that point, I humbly presume to ask it myself 
of your Excellency ; whose goodness I shall entirely now rely on 
without any intercessor. This will be an addition to my happiLss 
as It will give me an opportunity of making this particular address 
as your Excellency, of whom I beg favourable 
^ ^ represent; and that the English 

Company provide goods in several parts of this country, which is 
well known to be a very, great advantage to the Circar, as well as 
the inhabitants; and that these are brought at different times to 
Ohennapatnam and other places. The Jamadars of the coTntS 

^ f unreasonable demands from ns on 

this account. Though we have his Majesty’s Royal firm^rfor 
passing mr goods custom free, to which a great rJgard is ^wavs 
thif ime f ® Eoujdars in this province have not sho^ 

T ^ ® opposition to the Royal order 

therefore, humbly entreat your Excellency would be so gLiourto 

Sv be flwarfftfd Company’s goods 

SJ Buon.^^n/fr*^ “Z custom. This will stren|then 

m<l support ns in asserting our right to the enjoyment of what his 

Majesty has so graciously favoured us with; andl' begyour Exoellency 


‘ .'C* 
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would be pleased to send down your perwanna to the Governor of 
this province to the following effect : ^ That in consideration of the 

* Boyal firmaun and the service done to the Circar by the Governor of 

* Ohennapatnani, I have freed the English Company from paying any 

* custom on their goods which they purchase in several parts of the 

* country, and carry to Chennapatnam and other settlements/ 

** May it please your Excellency, the intent of my mentioning the 
service to the Oircar is, that the copy of the sunnud which you in 
your goodness may favour me with, will be sent to England to be 
laid before our Honorable Masters, who will be pleased with my beha- 
viour in that respect, and, it will recommend me to them. 

I further entreat your Excellency would be pleased to order one 
of the great persons, who is honoured with a seat in your noble pre- 
sence, to receive my addresses and ofer them to your Excellency, as 
the Cossaids can have no admittance there. 

God preserve your Excellency many years in the highest felicity/* 
Monday, 23rd April, 1744 — The President observes to the Board 
that Anawardee Khan being now fixed in the Government, we must 
think of preparing a present for him and the other ofS^cers as usual ; 
and he hoped it might be so managed that the present now to be sent 
might serve as well for tbe President’s coming to the government, 
as the change of the Subahships. That the amount be about 1,206 
pagodas to the Nabob; his son the Dewan, and serpentow the 
Minister, to each one according to what has been usual ; and that the 
Warehouse-keeper, with the approval of the President do procure 
such articles as will be most acceptable to the Moors, that we have 
not already in our warehouse. 

From the following extract it would seem that the Eoman Catholic 
Church offered no opposition to the arrangements of the Governmenli 
of Fort St. George. 

“ Saturday, 2BtJi Aprils 1744 — The President acquaints the Board, 
that Padree Eenatus had been with Mm, when he produced a com- 
mission from the Vicar General of the order, received from France 
by the ships lately arrived at Pondicherry, to nominate him, the said 
Eenatus, to be head of tbe Mission in the Indies, in the place of Padre 
Thomas deceased. But that as the Board had already determined to 
continue Padre Severini to be Chief Pastor of the Church here, he 
should in no manner disobey our orders in that respect, but submit 
entirely to them ; which the President had recommended to him punc- 
tually to observe, that thereby peace and good order might be pre- 
served amongst the fathers of the Church.” 

The following extract from a general letter from the Court of direc- 
tors dated London, 10th March, 1744, is the only announcement which 
we can find at this time respecting tbe Protestant Missionaries. 

The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge having repre- 
sented, there are some vacancies by the removal of Missionaries oa 
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your coasfe, we have permitted the Eevd. Mr. Klein and the Eevd. 
Mr. Breithanpt to take passage upon this ship, in order to oarrv on 
that good work among the Indians, 

Samuel Feake & 

Membeks OE Council/’ 

The following proceedings of the New Nabob as regards the mints 
may be interesting to some of onr readers, 

SaturdmtUh May, 1744. The President and Warehouse-keeper 
report to the Board, that they had endeavoured to dispose of some 
Sliver agreeable to Order of Consultation of the 28 th of 'last month ; 
.but that they had found it impossible to do it on any tolerable terms 

Nabob’s order, 

fwfl That it is reported 

that the Nabob intends shortly to issue out orders for rupees of twelve 
penny weight fine, to be only current hereafter in his Subahships * 
and to suppress those that are so now on account of their beinff of 
so low a tonch as two penny weight worse, which the minters have 
hronght them to by tampering with the officers of the Circar for some 
.v: time past* 

“’n acquaints the Board that by his advices several 
fl / Tbom^ and the other mints belong- 

mg tothe Oir^r, had been to Arcot to represent to the Nabob the 
great loss that was yearly sustained to the Circar and them by the 
harness done at our mint and that of Pondicherry ; in order to move 
the N^ob to put a stop to them, and to take away the chops for the 
Arcot Eupeea ; bnt that he had given them no answer as yet, nor any 
ways interrupted us m our coinage or the French in theirs.” ^ 

_ Almut this period, the Fren^ at Pondicherry seemed inclined to 

p44.— The President acquaints the Board, 
that the merchants had been with him two days past, and produced 
letters from their people in the Weaving Towns, ^idsi^ ffsme 
persons from the French had been there to procure mSra of onr 
several sorts of middling and ordinary clotL! and to enquire ?he ~ 
prices; and that they had given out as usual that a laree onanW^ 
yas wanted at Pondicherry. That thereupon he had frdIrKhe 
merchants to send some persons immediately they could pnnfi<ioi in 
to know the truth and what the French SLs w^Sut 
^ey fonnd any attempts were making to eno'age the wpavorn'in 
business, in prejudice of onr Company, they should do their ntmoHf- 
Jo prevent it. which he thinks might U don’^ w2lhe i2s diStv 
(unless the French should advance on the nrioMl 
M been entirely employed by ou^ mTrchKriey^S ™ ^ 
h« supposes the French poming into these parts for tlm ordinary 
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sorfcments, to proceed from fcbeir being disappointed at Salem, from 
whence and from Worriapoilam, and OhemanaickpoUam, they have 
been supplied hitherto, and never before attempted any but fine 
cloths in these parts.’* 

** Monday^ 2\st May, 1744. — The Nabob has at length sent his 
Furwanna to the several mints of Oircar, to coin Arcot Rupees of 
seven penny weight better than standard, and to be allowed twenty- 
seven per mill for the charge of coinage ; and that these rupees are 
to be the current standard hereafter ; but the Shroffs not being 
satisfied with that touch, or paying twenty-seven per mill instead of 
seventeen as before, have hitherto refused to coin any rupees.” 

“ Monday, 2Sth May^ 1744.^ — The President acquaints the Board 
that the persons whom the merchants bad sent in to the country on 
notice of the French brokers being at the Weaving Towns, are 
returned with an account that the French brokers and weavers had 
several meetings ; and that several of the latter were inclined to 
engage with them, in order to get some ready money into their 
bands ; but that our brokers had represented to them that if they 
offered to do so they would immediately apply to the Havildars and 
oblige them to pay what they stood indebted ; that such a behaviour 
was shameful in them who had for several years worked only for 
the English ; that if they desired a small advance of money, they 
should have it from them ; all which with the assistance of the Havil* 
dars had settled the matter iu our favour ; and the Havildars had 
promised on behalf of their people that unless the French advanced 
in our prices, they should nob carry away a piece of cloth from us ; 
but in that case, the weavers were poor people and must make the 
most of their time and labour. The same persons add that before 
they came away the French brokers had left the Towns. 

‘‘The President reads a letter he received yesterday from Anawar- 
odeen Khan, our Nabob; in which he desires to have silver to the 
amount of twenty thousand pagodas at the cheapest rate ; and that 
for the future he may be acquainted with what silver is imported in 
this place before sale is made of it. 

‘‘ The occasion of this letter, which we cannot but look upon as a 
very extraordinary one, we imagine, must proceed from the Nabob’s 
resentment at the shroff’s behaviour in endeavouring to thwart his 
designs in having the rupee coin restored to what it was some years 
paso ; and therefore to convince them of his being in earnest, he is 
now resolved to coin those rupees himself, to circulate in the province ; 
for which he now wants silver of us. But as negotiations of this 
sort are new, and for which there is no precedent, and may, if com- 
plied with, involve us, or those that succeed to the affairs of this 
Presidency, in many troubles and vexatious disputes with the country 
government, and if once began in this instance may be very difficult 
to put a stop to ; that therSore we refer him to the merchants of 
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this place, for whafe silver he may have occasion for now and in future, 
which the Nabobs of Arcot have hitherto done by their servants or 
persons residing in this place ; and that we further represent to him, 
an answer to that part of his letter in which he desires to be informed 
of what silver is imported here before it is sold, that it would be the 
cause of delay in business, and might greatly detriment^ the person 
who has any to dispose of. This we hope will satisfy him, and it is 
probable the shroffs will now make their peace with him, and submit 
to Ms will in this matter *, and that he will then drop the design of 
coining himself. But however that be, that we by no means consent 
to the establishing any such custom or usage in the place of a tend* 
ency so prejudicial to the interest of it, the well carrying on of 
business, and against the freedom of trade allowed to every one here ; 
that whilst we have the orders and authority of the Honorable Com- 
pany to support us, we are determined not to give up the least point, 
wherein the general welfare is concerned at the instance of any one 
whomsoever. 

** An answer to the Nabob’s letter being hereupon prepared by the 
President is now read and approved of, copy of which is entered 
hereafter.” 

To Nahol Akawa-Eobeen Kha.n Bahauder. 

“ 1 have received your Excellency’s letter, and obserye the con- 
tents. As to the silver you have occasion for, I have enquired among 
the Merchants, and find that your Excellency by sending your 
servants may readily be supplied by them with the quantity you 
write for at tbe market price ; and they will have all the assistance 
in my power when they come here for that purpose, as I take great 
pleasure in obliging your Excellency. 

** As to what you are pleased to mention about first advising before 
any silver is sold, I beg leave to represent to your Excellency that 
such a method would very much impede the business of this place, 
and often greatly detriment tbe Merchant who brings silver here 5 as 
sometimes" his stay is not more than three or four days in his way 
to other parts, and therefore his affairs will not permit him to lose 
any time in exchanging his money. As your Excellency will, I pre- 
sume, according to ancient custom, have some Merchants to reside 
here to act for your Excellency in the Circar business ; they will 
always be in the way of purchasing any silver, in like manner as the 
other persons employed in such negotiation here, and when recom- 
mended by you will be entitled to a particular regard. What can I 
SIfty more ?” 

. .The following announcement is simple enough, but it was one 
, pregnant of importance for India. 

; ** Thursday^ 31^^ May, 1744. — About seven this evening anchored 
. in our road the Honorable Company’s ship “Winchester,’^ Captain 
Steward from.Eoglaaid, last from the coast ofBraaii.” On 
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board this ship was a yonn^ man destined to found the British 
Kmpire in the East. His name was Robe kt Clive. The voyage had 
been a long one, for the freshest letter she brought from the Court 
of Directors was dated 2nd March 1742. 

The following illustrations of the progress of affairs at Arcot 
require no explanation. 

“ Saturdayt Zrd June^ 1744. — The President acqtiaints the Board 
that he had been informed from Arcot, that the Nabob on the receipt 
of the President's letter on the affair of the silver seemed well satis- 
fied to have that business go on in the same method as formerly ; and 
that his head Shroff there had since appointed some persons here to 
transact all such as related to the Circar ; which we hope will prevent 
any applications of that nature to us in future.” 

Monday i llth June, 1744. — The present Nabob being as yet a 
stranger to most of the affairs of the province, and more especially 
to those relating to the European nations; and as there may be 
persons about him who from interest, or some other views, may 
represent to him things to our prejudice in many respects, at his 
first entering on his government and before be may be rightly 
informed of the real matters of fact; the President proposes to the 
Board, that as we are now sending a present to him as usual on his 
accession, we desire of Hodjee Addee to accompany it ; and that h© 
make use of this opportunity to discourse with the Nabob on such 
matters as may give him a knowledge of what most concerns our 
interest and the establishing a good opinion of us with him; as well 
as with his Dewan in whom he places an entire confidence and who 
executes his orders in general; the Nabob's age of eighty-five years 
not permitting him to do much himself. By these means we may 
hope to baffle any sinister designs intended against us; as well as 
prevent the Nabob's receiving any impressions to our prejudice ; and 
as this gentleman Hodjee Addee is esteemed a person of an extraor- 
dinary good capacity and address, and we have all the reason ta 
believe him perfectly devoted to us, that he may be very service- 
able to ns, and the sending him may answer very good purposes ; 
which being the opinion of the Board, the President is desired ta 
ask this favour of Hodjee Addee.” 

Another tragedy was carried out this year at Arcot. We have 
already noticed the murder of Subder Ah ; we have now to note the 
murder of his son. 

Tuesday, 26th June, 1744. — The President acquaints the Board 
that he had yesterday received an account from Arcot that on the 
23rd instant the son of our late Nabob Suder Ali Khan, named 
Sahib Judda, was murdered there with some others of his relations 
and family by Edel Khan, a Patan, at the instigation of Mortez All 
Khan, the same person, who had killed the father in October 1742- 
That Mortez Ali had promised this Patau and some others, a lac of 



Q07EEN0BSHIP OF 


ruoees to destroy the Nabob, and another lao tor ooing tne same w 
Sahib Judda, and four more; and by putting these persons out oi the 
way he expected to have had it in his power to seize the government, 
and by suras of money to get it confirmed to him. The mosque was 
the place pitched on to put their design in execution against the 
Habob. They bad waited eleven days in expectation or 
there» but an indisposition had kept him from going ; and the Jind 
which was Friday when they perform service at the mosque he pur- 
posed to have gone, but having ordered our people to attend him 
that morning with the present, he was so curious as to open and 
look on every article, which took up two hours ; and after our people 
were dismissed he sent to know if the service of the mosque was 
over, and word being brought that it was, he retired to his chamber, 
and providentially escaped from the wicked design formed against 
bis life. The Patan and eleven of his companions were cut ofl: imme- 
diately and two more executed one of whom confessed the whole 
affair, and had the obligation about him signed and sealed by Mortez 
Ali Khan, for the payment of the two lacs on their performing the 
above conditions. 

» The Kabob hereupon sent for his son from Triehinopoly and 
doubled the guard at Aroot ; and it is said is preparing to go against 
Tellore Fort, where Mortez Ali Khan is at present in order to bring 
him to justice ” 


GOYERNOESHIP OF ME. NICHOLAS MOBSE. 

(Gontiimed.) 

1744 — 45. 

On the 21st March, 1744, King George II, declared war against 
France, and on the 5th September the news reached Fort St. George. 
This event will sufficiently explain the following extracts. 

Saturday, Sih Septemler, 1744. — Agreed to advise the Gentlemen 
at the three Northern settlements, of war being declared with France ; 
to caution them to be upon their guard, and to take the most effec- 
tual means for securing the Honorable Company's effects in case of 
any attempts from the enemy. 

“ For the more ready communicating any advices between us and 
Bengal during the war, it is agreed to place Tappy peons at the dis- 
tance of about three Gentoo miles between this place and Masuli- 
patam; to order Mr. Hallyburton to do the same from thence to 
Maddepollam ; as Mr. Sanders from Maddepollam to Ingeram ; and 
the Gentleman at Vizagapatam from thence to Ingeram Southward, 
Iftaad to Gsmjam Northward. To which last place it is agreed to desire 
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the Gentlemen in Bengal to place others as we are informed wag 
practised in the last war/^ 

This month is also marked by the circumstance that Robert Clive, 
writer, drew his first quarser’s pay of £1 5s. ; he being in the receipt 
of the magnificent salary of £5 per annum. 

Oar next extract illustrates a curious bit of honesty as regards the 
payment of the Town rent of 1,200 pagodas to the Nabob Anawarodeen 
Khan. 

Tuesday f %Uh September ^ 1744.-— The President acquaints the 
Board, that on some reference be had occasion a few days ago to make 
to the general books, he observed that the Town rent had not been 
paid for the year ending the 30th June 1743 ; and found upon inquiry 
that ishe same had not been demanded in the time of 33ir. Benyon, 

From whence he was induced to think the late frequent changes in 
the Nabobship might have occasioned it to be forgotten ; and he bad 
therefore designed to propose to the Board whether the province being 
now more settled, it might not have a very good effect on the minds 
of the governing powers, with r^ard both to our Honorable Master^S 
affairs as well as their reputations and our own, if we should at a pro- 
per time remind them of the omission, and offer payment of that 
year’s rent. But that such his design was rendered abortive by the 
demand made of it yesterday ; when he found that it had not escsaped 
attention as above, but that the reason of our present Nabob’s not 
demanding it with the last year’s, was its being due to Coja Namah 
TuHa Khan’s Jaggier ; and that the death of his father had occasioned 
its lying so long undemanded. Ordered that 1,200 pagodas be paid 
out of cash.” 

Towards the end of the year the attempts of the H^hrattas to 
recover Trichinopoly from the Nizam were beginning to excite alarm, ' 
as will be seen by the following extract. ? 

Monday, IQtJi Decemher^ 1744. — The President acquaints the S 

Board that he has received advice from the Country that upon the 
repeated reports of the design of the Mahrattas to invade this and j 

the adjacent provinces, our Nabob set out some days past to join bis 
forces with those of the other Subabs of Oorrapa and Oundanore, to 
oppose the Mahrattas ; and that they are to be further assisted by a 
detachment from Nizam’s army, which was already set out under the I 

command of Syed Luskar Khan to meet the others at the passes. f 

But the same advices imported also, that messengers have been des- | 

patched from the United Subabs to offer the Mahrattas a pretty | 

large sum of money ; which it was judged by most people would be i 

preferred by the King of Sattara (Sahoo Rajah) to the uncertain I 

chance of a battle with the combined forces of those Subabs.” S 

On the opening of the new year, a squadron of Englkhmen-of-war 
was already on its way to the Coast of Coromandel. The extracts i 

will explain themselves as they almost entirely refer to the prepara- j 
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tions for defence, and to tbe communications wbich passed between 
Fort St. George and the Nabob. 

‘‘ Tuesday^ l8th January^ 1745.— The President produces to the 
Board a letter, which being opened and read, was found to be from 
the Secret Committee, bearing date the 18th April last, advising of 
jgome of his Majesty's ships of war being intended for these parts, 
and ordering us to supply the Captains with what money they may 
want for stores and provisions, and directing the rate of the exchange. 

The President then told the Board that the said letter was 
forwarded to him from Tranquebar, and came enclosed in one from 
Captain Edward Peyton, Commander of his Majesty's ship the 
“ Medway,” wherein he advised him of his leaving Madagascar in 
October, in company with Commodore Barnet in the Deptford” 
and the “ Preston and that on bis arrival at Aobeen the 23rd 
November in company with the ** Dolphin,” he found lying there, 
the ** Favonritte,” a French company's ship of fifty guns, of which 
he made pri 2 iie ; that on their leaving Acheen on tbe 14th December, 
they had taien the ship with them on their cruise, with the French 
Captain, his son, and the Purser ; but that they had released the 
rest of the ship's company, being about one hundred and sixty men, 
on their parole not to bear arms against the King of Great Britain 
or his subjects for six months, and that the said men were come over 
on the Danes’ ship to Tranquebar. 

’ *^'That we may not be unprepared to comply with tbe commands of 
fhe Secret Committee in case of any of his Majesty's ships coming to 
this port, it is agreed and ordered that tbe Paymaster set about 
procuring a quantity of oxen and hogs ; and to request of the Gen- 
tlemen of Bombay to supply us with about eight hundred or a thou- 
sand bags of Jamboosier wheat, which we believe will be a more 
acceptable and proper food for their men than rice. 

** It being also considered that it will be much more convenient 
to have some place ready for the reception of the sick men that may 
come ashore from His Majesty’s ships, than to mix them with those 
of the garrison ; besides that the accommodations of an hospital are 
too confined even for our own people ; it is agreed and ordered that i 
the Paymaster, accompanied by the surgeons, do survey the granary 
on the Island, and report to the Board whether it may not be made 
to serve that purpose. Ordered also that the Paymaster get pro- 
vided a quantity of hospital clothing, with cots, and other things 
nectary for the sick men.” 

Meantime, as will be seen by the following extract, the Mahrattas 
ire still causing great alarm. 

Friday y Uh January^ 1745.--The President acquaints the Board, 
fhat he has this morning received advice from the country, that an 
srmy of Mahrattas consisting of 70,000 horse were advanced within 
loi3® day march of , the Kistna; and that the King pf Sattara j 
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(Sahoo Bajab) refusing the offers hitherto made by Kizam and the 
several Nabobs, demanded also Tricbinopoly to be restored to him, 
besides the usual chout ; the former of which having been refused 
them, it is apprehended they will endeavour to possess themselves 
of it by force of arms. 

** As it is not unlikely the Mabrattas will take their route through 
this province, it is agreed to caution the Gentlemen at St. David^s 
to be sparing in their advances to their merchants, till we can learn 
with more certainty that matters are likely to be accommodated. It 
is agreed also to advise them to be on their guard ; as the capture of 
the Favouritte” at Acheen may possibly put their Pondicherry 
neighbours upon some enterprise against them. 

The Paymaster acquaints the Board that pursuant to order of last 
Consultation he has been with the surgeons to survey the granary 
on the Island, which they find may be’ made fit for the reception of 
the men -of-war's sick people, by opening a few windows for the 
benefit of air, and some other small alteration, which he computes 
will not cost above 200 pagodas. Ordered that he set about them 
forthwith." 

“ Monday^ 2Wh Fehmary, 1745. — A petition of Peter Dencker and 
James Calvineer, two victualers of this Town read, containing pro- 
posals for furnishing the men-of-war that may come to this port 
with beef and pork ; on condition that the Board advance them a 
sum of money upon their giving security for the repayment thereof 
by the 1 st of October next ; and permit them to make an enclosure 
on the Island for securing the cattle they buy with their provisions ; 
offering also to take the oxen and hogs already provided by the Pay- 
master for that purpose in part of such advance, 

“ The said proposals being considered, and that thereby the risk of 
mortality and further charges will be saved to our Honorable Masters; 
and no ill convenience offering in objection ; it is agreed to accept 
them, but with this proviso; that it shall not be understood to 
restraint any other persons who may be willing to supply his 
Majesty's ships with better provisions or on cheaper terms ; and the 
Paymaster is accordingly ordered to advance them one thousand 
pagodas, including therein the amount of the live cattle he has 
* provided in consequence of our resolution of the Ist of January ; 
which he is likewise ordered to deliver them, taking their bond for 
the same with sufiBcient security for the repayment by the Ist of 
October next.” 

** Monday f 4th March, 1 745. — ^The President nroduces to the Board 
a letter in its translate he received from the Nabob the 2nd instant ; 
which being read in order to be entered hereafter for our Honorable 
Master's notice ; but for the remarks it is liable it is thought proper 
to suspend them till we write next to England.” 
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From Naloh Anawaeodesn Kean Bahatjbee, Suhah of the 
Province at Madegiry near Bassawapatamt received 
March %nd, 1745. 

** I am informed that there has been war declared between the Kings 
of England and France, by which means your Honor and the Gover- 
nor of Pondicherry are likely to have disturbances with each other. 
Bat as the seaport towns belong to the Great Mogul, it is by no means 
proper that you and the French should quarrel and have disputes 
together there. There have been lately some disturbances in Bengal 
on account of the Germans ; but it is very improper to have commo- 
tions raised in the sea-ports of Hindoostan which belong to his most 
sovereign Majesty the Great Mogul, and where nothing of this nature 
has ever been suffered. I must now advise you, therefore, that it 
will upon all accounts be best for both nations to live in peace and 
friendship with each other ; and when your Europe ships arrive near 
the sea-ports to act hostilities, you will lay your positive orders on 
^bem not to fight there, for the end of these things will not be good. 

By God Almighty’s grace, Ballajee Naiok has been entirely 
defeated by the Mahomedan army, and run away out of their sight. 
But our army is in pursuit of the enemy, and by the blessing of 
God matters will be accommodated in a short time. What can 
' I say '-more F' . - ... - 

t ^ Monday l\th Maridh, 1745. — The President acquaints the Board, 
iiihat there is advice come in from the country of the Habobs having 
bad another engagements with the Mahrattas, in which a son-in-law 
of Ballajee IsTaick, the Mahratta General, was taken prisoner. JNot- 
withstanding which, by the best intelligence he can get of the Mah- 
ratta’s designs, they are still determined on the retaking of Trichi- 
nopoly ; and it is believed will take their route thither through the 
Biddanore country ; in which case it is to be hoped the cloth towns 
of Warriarpollam and Ghemanaikpollam, and the parts adjacent to 
Fort St. David, will escape their ravages.’’ 

Monday, 2Bth March 1745. — The President lays before, the Board 
a letter he received yesterday from ISTabob Anawarodeen Khan ; in 
which he mentions that having heard of the wars breaking out in 
Europe between the English and French nations, which might occa- 
sion some interruption to the trade of the Mogul subjects, he had 
therefore thought fit feo grant the Moguls colours and his passes to the * 
native subjects, as also to strangers ; strictly forbidding any molesta- 
tion to be offered to ships with such pass-ports and colours ; otherwise 
that the aggressors must be answerable for any loss sustained. 

“ Upon which the Board observed that the French had, since the 
capture of the f* Favouritte,” been endeavouring to amuse theHabob 
and his officers, that it had been their desire to promote pacific 
measures ; and on the other side to represent us as the disturbers 
of the tranquillity in India. That the ship they sent to Mocha in 
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January had the Nabob’s pass and colours, obtained as we may 
suppose with a design to embarrass us winh the government ; in 
case of her being taken by the men*of-war : since they must know 
they could not be a protection to that ship. That it appears to us, 
the Nabob is unacquainted with the laws and customs of European 
nations in such cases; or he must have judged it of little purpose 
to send orders of this nature, for restraining the shipping of our 
natioti from acting offensively in the seas he mentions, notwith- 
standing the pass and colours granted by the Moors ; which tbere^ 
fore we think proper to represent to him, that be may not take it ill 
when any accidents of this kind happen, and that he may be assured 
our ships are only acting conformable to what the laws and customs 
of European nations have made a rfeile for their conduct on such 
occasions.” 


“ Agreed that an answer be drawn up to the above mentioned 
purpose to be sent to the Nabob ; and that Hodjee Addee be desired 
to explain to him more fully these matters, the better to satisfy him in. 
this point, and to prevent any designs of the French to our prejudice ; 
persons in his post being generally too apt to expecb an implicit obedi* 
ence to their orders, which the nature of this case will not admit.” 


■ Ijionday, Ibth April, 1745. — The President acquaints the Board, 
that bn his receiving advice late last night of the Mahrattas having 
plundered some of the towns on this side of Arcot, he had this morn- 
ing ordered all the cloths in from the Washing towns, which is 
approved.” 

“ Monday, Ibth April, 1745. — The President acquaints the Board 
that he bad received advice this morning, that an army of 150,000 
Mahrattas had passed by Ganjam in their march Northward towards 
Bengal.” 

** Monday, %9th April, 1745. — The President acquaints tbe Board, 
that by a Dutch ship lately arrived on this coast from Batavia, it is 
reported that Commodore Barnet had taken the three French home- 
ward bound China ships, as the “ Wincbelsea” Privateer had the 

St. Benoit” another French ship, bound from China for the 
Islands; and that this ship left at Batavia, the Commodore tbe 
Lord Northesk, the ** Winchelsea” Privateer, and her consort, 
with their abovementioned prizes; and our Honorable Masters’ 
ships ** Wager” and Porto Bello.” The ‘‘ Medway” and “ Dolphin” 
bad not then joined the Commodore.” 

** Monday, May, 1745. — The President acquaints the Board 

that on account of the Nabob’s absence from Arcot, and for some 
other reasons, Hodjee Addee had advised him to defer the sending 
away the answer to the Nabob’s letter he produced to us the 25th of 
March ; but that it being now thought proper to send it, the same is 
read and approved and the said letter and answer ordered to be 
copied hereafter.” 


6i6 G0VBEN0R8HIP OF [1744-45. 

To Eis Excellency. Nabob Anawarobeek Khan Bahauder, May 
the 14th 1745. 

I received your Excellency’s perwanna, in wbicb yon are pleased 
to mention that as there is war commenced between the English and 
French nation, that you bad in order to prevent any molestation 
happening to the ships belonging to the subjects of His Most Excel- 
lent Majesty the Great Mogul empowered Hodjee Abdul Hadee, 
Fonjdar of Mylapoor, to deliver out passes in your name to the sub- 
jects of his said majesty, as well as to strangers; and also to wear 
the Moors colours in their voyages to and fro in the several ports of 
India. By virtue of which you are pleased to direct that they are 
not to be interrupted in their yoyages ; and if they should be that 
the persons so offending will be liable to your displeasure. To which 
with all respect I beg leave to say, that the amity that subsists 
between the high and mighty Emperor the Great Mogul, and his 
Majesty of England, will not permit the English subjects to offer 
any violence or acts of hostility to the ships belonging to the subjects 
of the great Mogul. May it please your Excellency, that sometimes 
differences arise between the several princes in Europe, as particu- 
larly there is now between the English and French ; in which case if 
the French make use in their trade of the Moors colours and passes, 
pretending thereby that they belong to the subjects of the Great 
Mogul : the English Commanders will notwithstanding make prizes 
of such ships as will the French do the same to the English on the 
like occasions, should they also have the Moors passes or colours. 
Your Excellency will be assured that in these matters each nation 
acts agreeable to their laws and in obedience to the orders of their 
respective Sovereigns. What can I say more ?” 

“ Tuesdays 4ih June, 1745. — The President acquaints the Board he 
has reoeired intelligence that the French at Pondicherry are making 
great preparations to act offensively, as well as defensively ; and that 
they expect a number of men from the Islands which may put them 
upon some enterprise ; that their neighbourhood to Fort St. David, 
and the uncertainty of his Majesty’s squadron coming on the coast 
to give us any assistance for some time, being considered ; as also 
that the success of the latter to the Eastward may probably excite 
the enemy’s resentment; and Fort St. David from its nearness, and' 
the quantity of cloth lying there embaled, nob improbably become 
their first object : — He therefore proposes to the consideration of the 
Board, whether it may not be a means to abate the enemy’s hopes, 
and render them less forward to undertake any thing against Fort 
St. David, bo get all the cloth away from thence we can. The Board 
being of opinion with the President, that the getting the cloth from 
St. David may check the enemy’s designs, if they have formed any 
against that place ; it is agreed to take up the “ Success Gaily” for 
that service and to order the ** Mermaid” to accompany her.” 

.^Monday lOth June, 1745. — The President acquaints the Board 
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that he has called ns together at this time, to comrannieafce two letters 
he has received to-day ; one sent by Mr. Hinde to Captain Barton by 
a catamaran, which not meeting with him had brought it hither ; the 
other from Mr. Hinde to himself, and brought in by peons ; on the 
receipt whereof he had appointed this meeting. 

The said letters being read, purported as follows : 

Captain Baeton, 

“ SiE, — Having just now received advice from Pondicherry, that 
the French are sending oiS ammunition, and manning a large number 
of boats with Europeans on some secret expedition ; I thought pro- 
per to send you this advice by a catamaran despatched on purpose ; 
that you may keep constantly on your guard, and not permit any 
boats to come near you, and particularly in the night time that you 
may keep a good look out. There is reported to be in company with 
these boats, a sloop carrying Danish colours. If this letter meeds 
you (as I hope it will) when yon have perused it, please to forward it 
by the same catamaran to the Governor of Madras. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your Most Humble Servant, 

John Hisbe.” 

Fobt St. Davib, 1 
Sth June 1745/' } 

“ The President added, that believing the Board would think it 
proper on this advice that the inhabitants should be in readiness upon 
any alarm ; he had caused them to be summoned into the Port this 
afternoon, where he had ordered arms to be ready to be delivered 
them.’^ 

Monday, lOih June, 1745. — The inhabitants being then called in, 
the President acquainted them with his purpose in summoning them 
and that they would find arms prepared for them below in the Port ; 
which they should carry home to their houses, and with which upon 
hearing a gun fired between the hours of eight at night and five in 
the morning, they were to repair to the parade before the main guard, 
where they would receive the necessary orders from Mr. Monson 
their commanding officer, 

** As the French are hourly expecting a number of men from the 
Islands to come to Pondicherry and none of Commodore Barnet’s 
squadron yet appearing ; and as the investment, sending money to 
St. Davids, and other services, employ more than one hundred of the 
peons, who are thereby absent from the Town * and many of our mili- 
tary in the hospital ; it is thought proper to hire for the present two 
hundred good peons, if to be got, from the several Poligars round us 3 
those to be had in Town being not likely to be of any service,” 
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“ Wednesday, SrdJttly, 1746.-Tbe President acquaints the Board 
with bis having received a letter this morning from Commodore Barnet 
of the 26th June; who writes him that he has been cruizing off the 
Fryar’s Hood near a month, without seeing any shipping m that time, 
except the Danes ship by which he sent that letter, and that the 
* Lively* man-of-war had joined him the 8th April at Batavia. 

The Commodore having also intimated to the President bis 
intention to send some of bis squadron shortly to Fort St. David, it 
is agreed to despatch the * Mermaid* thither this evening, with as 
hiuch of the Bengal flour, aud biscuit}, and Surat wheat, as she can 
takeiu, directing the Deputy Governor and Council to set their 
bakers to work to grind the wheat into flour, and to return the 
‘ Mermaid’ to us with what bales they have ready.” 

“ Monday, Sth July, 1745.— As the arrival of Commodore Baf net’s 
squadron in the neighbourhood, will probably deter the French from 
the thoughts of any enterprise ; it is agreed to discontinue the 
expense of the Poligar peons we thought proper to entertain the 
lOth of last month.” 

Monday, Uh August, 1745.— The President acquaints the Board, 
that he has intelligence given him that the French at Pondicherry 
are frequently sending letters to the Nabob, and employing their 
agents at Arcot, to complain against the English for having taken a 
ship under Moors colours aud pass, and for being the destroyers of 
the trade, of the MoguTs subjects on this coast ; and that our ships 
of war keep all cheir ships from coming to their ports, whereby the 
Circar is deprived of many advantages, particularly of the profits on 
their investment, with many other things too tedious and of too 
little importance to mention here. That thereupon he had thought 
it proper to write to Hodjee Addee, now at Arcot, fully concerning 
these matters ; that he might lay a true state of the case before his 
Excellency, and the French be thereby prevented in their designs of 
spiriting up the Nabob against us ; which they are aiming at in 
hopes to recover their money ; to make it an excuse for their not 
paying the large sums they are indebted to several persons concerned 
with the Circar ; and to impede us in carrying on our investment/, 
our success in which under their present circumstances they cannot 
see but with the greatest concern, and therefore spare no pains or 
leave no artifice untried to carry their point against us.” 

Saturday, lOth August, 1745. — This evening anchored in our 
road from the Southward his Majesty’s ships Preston” of fifty 
guns, Commanded by the Eight Honorable the Earl of Northesk ; 
and Lively” of twenty guns by Captain Henry Eoswell ; the former 
being saluted by the Fort with thirteen guns which were immediately 
returned. Went off to the former, Mr. Thomas Eyre, third of Council 
resident ; to the latter Mr. Joseph Fowke ; with compliments from 
the President to the commanders, who declined coming ashore in 
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obedience to orders from the Commodore to make the best of their 
way,” 

“ Monday, VHIi Augmt, 1745. — The President reads to the Board h 
letter received t'rom the Nabob, in which he mentions his having 
sent Hodjee Addee to settle the disputes, as he terms them, between 
us and the French ; who being, as we suppose, greatly alarmed at 
our meu-of-war being on the coast, are making an assiduous applica* 
tio!i to his Excellency for his protection ; and we believe the chief 
intent of this is to draw from us a promise that no hostility shall be 
committed against the French ; of this we shall be further informed 
when the President has discoursed with Hodjee Addee'on the errand 
he is sent/’ 

Friday, 16ih August, 1745. — The President acquaints the Board, 
that since last consultation he had discoursed with Hodjee Addee oa 
the Nabob’s last letter, and the message he brought from him. Upon 
which he has occasion to observe to them, that what the Nabob 
expects from the English seems to be very unreasonable, and entirely 
out of our power to comply with ; it being fio less than that there 
should be no hostility committed by the meii-of-war in the road of 
Pondicherry, the ports belonging to the Great Mogul, or, along the 
sea coast ; although in his former letter he had only insisted on the 
laud. Upon which the President had told Hodjee Addee, in order 
for him to lay the same before the Nabob, that this was dictating to 
us in a manner it is impossible lor us to submit to; that he had been 
already told the men-of-war were under separate and particular 
orders ; that we could not answer for their conduct any further than 
that it wohld be no otherwise than confcrthable to the rules of war, 
and custom of nations; and that there was no iiitehtion in the 
Eiiglish to disturb the peace of his Gfovteriiment. Oar dirference^ 
Were with the French, in consequences of war declared by them in 
Europe, which must of course continue till it was the pleasure of our 
respective Sovereigns to put an end to it ; after which the President 
read a letter designed as an answer to the Nabob’s, which is approved 
and both are as entered hereaftevi 

The Nabob having some days ago solemnized the marriage of his 
daughter with Keradeen Khan, sent the President on the occasion a 
horse and seerpaw, as he had done the same to the Governor of Pondi- 
cherry, who had made him a present to the amount of 3,000 pagodas ; 
as also one to the Dewan; which appears to be the more extra- 
ordinary, as this is the first instance of a Nabob’s complimenting the 
European Governors on the marriage of their daughters* We are 
therefore inelihed to think the French have some other view in 
making so large a one at this time ; and their daily solicitations at 
the durbar for his protection, may be considered as the first and 
grand motive which not being our case at presiaht, there is the less 
call on us to be so very liberal in an affair which appears without 
precedent. However we cannot think it prudent not to make him 
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some acknowledgment ; and therefore agree to the sending him some 
gold mohurs, and a piece of silver plate, which are proper to be pre- 
sented on such occasions, to the amount of about 350 pagodas.’’ 

The letter of the Nabob to G-overnor Morse was as follows 
From Nahol Anawarodben Khak Bahaudeu, Suhali of the Province 
of Arcot. Received Augu&tt 1745. 

I have been lately informed that some English ships are arrived 
in the road of Tevenapatara, with design to inflame your differences 
with the French ; and that they are waiting there for their ships. I 
have therefore ordered Hodjee Abdul Hadee to deliver you my tau- 
keed, to put an end to the dispute between you ; and desire your will, 
agreeable to what he will propose to you, avoid making any distur- 
bance in these parts. Otherwise you will be called upon to answer 
for it hereafter. I have also lain my tankeed upon the French about 
this business, and by their letters I understand than Lhey are inclined 
to peace. What can I say more 

The following is Governor Morse’s reply. 

“ To Nabob Anawarobebn Khan Bahaubbe. 

' I have received your Excellency’s letter, in which you are pleased 
to mention to me that the arrival of the English ships of war atTeve- 
napatam, had occasiotned some alarm ; and that you bad therefore 
heht Hodgee Abdul Hadee to me to deliver your taukeed to pul an 
edd to the disputes between the English and the French. I observe 
By this that your Excellency is no stranger to the motives for their 
assiduous application to you at this time. But I was in hopes what 
I have had the honour to say to your Excellency in my former letters 
on this subject, would have been fully satisfactory ; to those I beg 
leave to refer, as they contain all that is in my power to engage for ; 
other points your Excellency will readily judge must be determined 
by the good pleasure of our respective Sovereigns. In the mean 
time, give me leave to ask the favour of your Excellency, that you 
will not suffer our enemies to amuse you with any false insinuations 
to our prejudice ; thereby tocreatea misunderstanding between Areot 
and Ohennapatnam. I may with the greater reason desire this, as the 
French nation have from time immemorial never scruple to obtain 
their ends by false colouring and artifice, when force proved defective 
on their side. By their intrigues and break of treaties, they have set 
ail Europe in a flame; and they would be willing some of the sparks 
should take in these parts ; but by your Excellency’s penetration I 
am persuaded they will be disappointed in such designs, and that it 
will end in their confusion.” * 

We now continue our diary as extracted from the consultations. 

** Saturday^ llth August) 1 745. — The President acquaints the Boa,rd, 
that having seen a letter from the Nabob to Hodjee A ddee, wherein 
the latter is ordered to present the Nabob’s service to the President, 
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and to acquaint him with his intention of being at St. Thome on Mon- 
day next; he had thereupon sent the Chief Dubasb and Mullah as 
customary, one day's journey to meet the Nabob, with his compli- 
ments, and to attend him to St. Thomd.” 

^"Monday, I9th August,, 1745. — Whilst the Board were sitting, 
notice was given by signals from St. Thome of the Nabob's arrival ; 
whereupon he was saluted with sixty-one guns ; and before they 
rose the Chief Dubash and Mullah returned from thence, and 
acquainted the President that the Nabob had received his compli- 
ments in a very kind manner ; and on his arrival at St. Thome had 
dismissed them with his in return to the President. 

It being usual on these occasions for two of the Connoil to wait 
on the Nabob from tbe President, Messrs. Eyre and Powke were 
accordingly desired to go on that service, and to be ready to proceed 
to St. Thome at three this afternoon. 

** The Nabob having with him his son Abdul Vafaaib Khan, and 
Sampetrow his Dewan, to all of whom we are by custom obliged to 
make presents ; the President and Warehouse-keeper are desired to 
provide such things as they are informed will be most acceptable, 
and are to be met with in Town, to the amount of about 2,000 pagodas 
in the whole; including what small matters must necessarily he 
given to the under officers and servants.” 

** Monday, \9ih Aii^gust, 1745. — At three this afternoon, set out for 
St. Thom4 under the usual ceremony, Messrs. Thomas Eyre and 
Edward Eowke, with the President’s compliments to the Nabob on 
his arrival there, from whence they returned about six, bringing 
with them a horse and seerpaw for the President,” 

Friday, ZQth August, 1745.— Arrived his Majesty's ships “ Med- 
way's” prisje, Captain Thomas Griffin, the ** Southward” with Com- 
modore Barnet 'on board, who was saluted with fifteen guns which 
the ship returned. Mr. Byre and Lieutenant Gingins being sent offi 
with the President’s compliments to the Commodore, he came ashore 
in the evening ; and was met at the Sea Gate by the President and 
Council, and by them conducted to the Garden house ; where being 
arrived, he was again saluted from the Port with fifteen guns. After 
a short stay there he returned with the President to sup with him in 
the Port.” 

Monday, 2nd September, 1746. — ^The President then told tbe Board, 
that being informed tbe orders from onr Honorable Masters to Bengal, 
concerning tbe provision to be made for the commanders of his 
Majesty’s squadron in India who migl^go thither, were to receive and 
treat the Commodore with tbe honou* paid to a President, and the 
other Captains as seconds ; and that preparations were accordingly 
made there for entertaining them in a hand some manner. He (the 
President) had caused the Garden bouse to be fitted up, two palankeens 
to be new mounted, servants to be in readiness, live provisions to be laid 
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in, and several other preparations to be made, necessary to the lodging 
and boarding the Commodore, and such other Captains of the squadron 
as may come hither. Being guided in this by what had passed when 
Mr. Matthews was here ; but that since the receipt of our Honorable 
Masters^ orders of the 21st December last ** to supply the Captains 
with Madeira wine for their own table at prime cost/’ he has been 
under some doubt whether the commands of the Secret Committee 
under the 18th April 1744 ** to show them all due civility and respect” 
would warrant so extensive a constrnction, as the providing for them 
at the Company’s charge; besides which it has been hinted to him, 
that Commodore Barnet has since his arrival dropped some intimation 
of his being told in England, it was to be so ; and expressed some 
uneasiness at his not having been made certain in that respect. He, 
the President, therefore desired the thoughts of the Board, how it will 
be most becoming to act on the occasion. 

“ A reference, being thereupon had to the Paymaster’s accounts, 
Consultations, and letters of 1722 and 1723, there appeared several 
items of disbursements on account of Commcdore Matthews and 
Captain Main ; which indeed we don’t find any order from England 
to warrant, nor on the other hand any disapproval of it from thence 
when done ; and are therefore induced to believe it was at that time 
intended in England, that Mr, Matthews and the Captains with him, 
should have their expenses ashore in the Company’s settlements 
deferay^ at their charge, And though we are not the proper judges 
the mmfe of the services this squadron has already done to our 
Honorable Master’s affairs in India; yet we cannot help thinking 
those services, and the zeal the Commodore expresses for the promot- 
ing their interest, will be seen by them in so favourable a light, as to 
justify our putting that constriicciou on their order to show the 
Captains all due civility and respect and upon the whole are una- 
nimously of opinion, that when they are pleased to consider that a 
regard to their reputation and credit is the only motive by which we 
are biassed in it, they w:iU not be displeased at our taking that charge 
upon them* It is therefor^ agreed to do it, and the President is 
desired as h.e sees occasion, to satisfy the Comnaodore in any doubts 
be may discover him to entertain on that score.” 

** Monday, 2Bth November, 1745.-^The President acquaints the 
Board, that he had received advice from the ISTaboVs camp at Trichi- 
nopoly, that a letter had been sent to the Nabob from Nizam-ul-Mnlk, 
directing him. to immediately repair to Arcob, and from thence to 
march apd join the Subabs of Corrapa and Condanore, in order to 
ppppse the passage of the Mahmttas ; who were gathering a number 
df troops with a design tP ir™de the Carnatic country ; that the 
Nabob had thereupon come to terms with the Tanjoreans, and had 
left hi^ son MapphuzeEhan in those parts, and was set OPt for Arcot.” 
Vi Wedmedixy,, llthDeoemher, 1745.--rBebween 4 and 6 this afternoon, 
^^aored kt our road from England His Majesty’s ships ** Harwich” 
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of fifty commanded by Captain Philip Gat*tferH; ^tsol Win*^ 
Chester’* of fifty guns, by the Bight Honorable 'the Lord GDiionias 
Bertie; with the following of the Ho-tiorable Cotnpany^s ships ntid'er 
their convoy, viz. ; — 

The Scarborough/* Captain George 'Wes.fcootfe, senr. 

Lincoln/’ Captain John Blake. 

“ Admiral Yernon/’ Captain Benjamin Webster. 

“ Kent/’ Captain 'William Eobsoii. 

Boyal George/* Captain Thomas Field. 

“ The Foru having saluted the King’s ships witfa thirteen gnus, 
which was returned by the Harwich/* Mr. Savage went ofi to that 
ship, and Mr. Pigot to the “ Winchester,** with the President’s com- 
plimeTits to the Ooniraanders, and to invite them ashore, which they 
excuse themselves from till next morning. 

" Thursday, — This morning Captains Garfeeret and Lord 

Thomas Bertie, being come on shore were saluted with thirteen guns.** 
“ Tuesday, l7th Deoemher, 1745. — About 11 this forenoon, anchored 
in OUT road His Majesty’s ship Deptfoi^’* Captain John Moor, 
under Commodore Curtis Barnet, Esq., from sea; being saluted 
before at anchor by the “ Harwich’* and Winchester” which she 
returned them by the five Company’s ships, when at anchor by the 
Fort ; which, and the salute of the Company’s ships, she answered 
'separately. 

On sight of the Commodore’s broad pendant, Mr. Savage went 
oif with the President’s compliments, and to invite him ashore, 
which be complied with at five in the alternoon.” 

Sunday, 29th December, 17 4^6,-^The President delivers to the 
Secretary to be read, the following extract of a letter he received 
last night from Mr. Hinde (Deputy Governor of Fort Sk DaVid) of 
the 26th instant. 

, Since the foregoing, I have had all the people almost Ctidda- 
lore with me, who just received advice that Mr. Dupleix has pte* 
pared sixty mussoolas, and is determined to attadk Caddalore. 
Nothing but hia being mad can make this scheme feasible; but 
however as despair may make him so, and as too much security is 
often attended with ill-consequences, I take the liberty to give it 
** as my opinion, that this place ought to be reinforced immediately 
“ Especially as it can be dOne by sea if he makes any attack on Cud- 
dalore.” 

The President told the Board that he last iiight communic^ed 
the contents of the ^id letter to Commodore Barnet, who Very 
readily offered to send the ** Deptford” if it was thought necessary 
to lie off Guddalore; and to carry any reinforcemerib Of men we 
might determine to send thither ; and he had how called us together 
to take our opinion on the matter. 
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*' Though the Board were backward to believe that Mr. Dupleis 
will attempt any thing against Fort St. David or Cuddalore, whilst 
we have such assistance as at present in our road, and to wind- 
ward of him; yet as our accepting the Commodore's offer, and 
sending a party of men to St. David^s may quiet the minds of the 
people in Cuddalore, and on rejecting in case of any accident sub- 
ject us to deserve blame ; it is therefore agreed to accept it and 
to send on board the Deptford” immediately a party of fifty men 
under the command of Lieutenant Gingin, subject to the orders of the 
Deputy Governor and Council : to whom it is agreed to signify that, 
if they are not absolutely necessary ashore, we would have them sent 
oil board the “ Admiral Yernon” when she arrives there, and to con- 
tinue on board whilst he is taking in her cargo for Europe. 

Ordered that the said party of men be drafted and sent on board 
with the necessary provisions as soon as pos*sible.” 


CAPTUKE ASTI) OCCUPATION OF FOET SAINT GEOEOE BY THE FBENCH. 


In 1746, the first period in the history of Madras was brought to a 
close. In 1745, the English squadron under Commodore Barnet had 
been cruizing off the coast of Coromandel and so far alarmed the 
^French, that M. Dupleix had prevailed on the Nabob Anawarodeeu to 
interfere for the prevention of hostilities. The approach of the North 
East monsoon obliged Commodore Barnet to take refuge in the har- 
bour of Mergui on the coast of Tenasserim; but in January 1746 he 
again returned to the coast of Coromandel. About March, Commo- 
dore Barnet appeared off Fort St. David ; and though Governor Morse 
had given his aid to the Nabob that no hostilities should be carried 
on, by land excepting in self-defence, yet M. Dupleix thought proper 
to represent to the Nabob that the English at Fort St. David were 
preparing to make a land attack upon Pondicherry. Intelligence of 
this proceeding having reached the ears of Governor Morse, he des- 
patched the following letter to Arcot on the 17th March 1746. 

To Anawakobeen Khan Bahaudek, 

Nabob of Arcot 

Your Excellency will be so good to allow me a pardon for giving 
you this trouble. But having been informed that the Governor of 
Pondicherry has lately represented to your Excellency, that the 
English at Fort St. David had a design to attack the Fort of Pondi- 
eherry by land ; which I suppose is done at this time to serve some 
purpose of theirs, or to make us appear to you in a false light, as 
persons that are not inclined to show a regard to your commands*; 
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when at the same time it will appear we have paid all deference to 
them. Your Excellency must have known this from Maphuze Khan, 
and therefore want no further evidence that the French some short 
time past, actually marched with a body of forces and large guns, 
and with other implements of war, to the edge of the Forb St. David's 
bounds ; but on the King's ships appearing off their port, they 
thought fit to call in their troops, being also persuaded thereto by 
Maphuaie Khan, who also wrote to the Deputy Governor of Fort St. 
David not to resent this insult of the French. Your Excellency will 
find his desires were complied with, and the Governor of Pondicherry 
must be left to answer for a conduct in express disobedience to your 
commands. The English have a just sense of the performance of 
their promises ; and having given them to your Excellency that they 
would not become the first aggressors, they would not offer to trifle 
with so great a person as your Excellency ; and therefore they hope 
your Excellency will suffer no insinuations of our enemies to have any 
weight with you ; but that the purity of our intentions will bediscin* 
guished in a favourable manner ; and that your regard for us will be 
still preserved, which will be always esteemed with grateful acknow- 
ledgments. May God Alraigbtly long preserve your Excellency for 
the benefit of your friends and country/' 

On the third of April, Governor Morse received the following reply 
from Arcot : 

‘‘ From Kaboe Anawabobebn Khan Bahauder at Arcot 

** I received your agreeable letter acquainting me that you and the 
Governor of Tevenapatam pay a great regard to ray orders, and have 
made use of no hostilities in his Majesty's sea port towns, and desir- 
ing that the Governor of Pondicherry may be enjoined also to behave 
in like manner. This pleases me highly, and I assure you that your 
behaviour in every respect is very satisfactory to me. You may 
depend upon it, that the Governor of Pondicherry shall not be suf- 
fered to behave in a different manner. I have sent him my taukeed 
in such a way as is necessary upon this occasion. Pray believe me 
to be your friend and let me have the pleasure of hearing frequently 
of your welfare." 

In the following April a ship belonging to Commodore Barnet's 
squadron came into collision with a French ship in the neutral Danish 
port of Tranquebar. The Frenchman had anchored in the port, when 
the Englishman, named the King’s Frigate" entered the port like- 
wise. The Frenchman then commenced firing upon the English 
Frigate, and some shot also came from the Danish Fort. Upon this 
the Frenchmaii was captured by the English but driven ashore^ 
whereupon the Danish Governor of Tranquebar protested against 
what he called a breach of the neutrality, and even claimed the 
French ship as a wreck. The following indignant letter from Com- 
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modore Barnet to tbe Banish Governor sufficiently explains the state 
of the case. 

“ To Mr. Bonsack, 

Governor of Tranqmhar. 

If I could have got your letter of the 12th translated sooner, 
you would have had my answer to it before now. 

The neutrality of your road I readily allow. I never intended 
the le$^t violation of it ; and that it was not violated by my officers 
is fully proved by your own confession. You own the French ship 
hred two shots at the King’s Frigate, when she was going into your 
road, and steering to anchor, in such a manner as could give no room 
to suspect any design of attacking the French ship.^ But those shots 
you say were fired as a signal; a very extraordinary manner of 
making signals indeed, and I suppose the several volleys of small 
arms, which she fired while- the Frigate was anchoring, were also 
agnals and not intended to do any harm. I am afraid, Sir, it will 
appear that if you intended to maintain the neutrality of your road, 
you did not take the proper method. As the French Captain had 
put himself under your protection, and could be protected by nothing 
but my respect for the King of Denmark’s flag you should have 
strictly enjoined him to trust to your protection ; and not fire, unless 
he was actually attacked. You should, I think, have sent an officer to 
the Captain of the King’s Frigate, to enquire the reason of his coming 
into the road, atid told him not to anchor near that ship which was 
under your protection ; and therefore you was obliged to protect her 
as far as you could. Had yon taken this method, tbe French ship 
would not have fired, and the Captain of the Frigate would have satis- 
fied you, that he had no orders to attack her, and was only directed 
to observe her motions. Thus, Sir, the neutrality might have been 
preseiwed, and all that has happened been prevented. But you took 
no such precautions. The French shin fired at the Frigate as she was 
steering to anchor astern of her. Upon which the Frigate endea- 
voured to anchor alongside, but the anchor not falling clear off the 
side, she fell upon her quarter before she could let go her other anchor ; 
and ail this time the Frenchman continued firing volleys of small 
arms into the Frigate, and one gun at least was fired at her from the 
Fort, before she fired a single musket ; and tlie moment the Frigate 
fired her first gun, you began to fire at her from all parts. The second 
Frigate which was ordered to anchor without, seeing so smart a fire 
from the Fort on the first Frigate, stood in bo succour her ; and soon 
after he had given his fire, yours and that of the French ship ceased. 
The Frigate then let off, till the insolence of the Frenchman in firing 
into a small unarmed boat, obliged them to give another before they 
KJOuld take possession. 

. ‘‘Upon the whole, Sir, it must be plain to all impartial persons, that 
-fee toglish broke not the neutrality, nor bad any intention to break 
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iti. The French begfan the hostilities ; they broke the neutrality, and 
had you been really neuter yourself, you would immediately ha^e 
fired at the French ship; not at the English, who never fired a gun 
till called upon by the law of nature to do it in their own defence. 

‘‘ I did not write my letter of the 30th past till I was fully satisfied. 
I had reason to complain of your partiality; and the account sent 
me by the Captain and officers of the first Frigate, has since been 
confirmed by r,wo young gentlemen of this ship, who were on board 
the Frigate, by accident, and no ways concerned in or accountable 
for what was done. They assure me the Frenchman was firing his 
musketry into the Frigate. One or two shots from the Port passed 
between the Frigate^s main and mizen masts, and this befoi'e she fired 
even one musket. That some shot from the Frigate went on shore 
is very possible ; but that it was not the direction or intention of the 
officers you may believe, as I have assured you they had my orders 
to make no return to your fire. Bub I will not go so far as to say 
that the seamen, finding your shot coming thick among them, may 
not have returned some. In short. Sir, I continue bo think that your 
partiality, or neglecting to take proper precautions for preserving 
the neutrality, occasioned the French to break it ; and therefore you 
alone are accountable for all that has happened ; who instead of resent- 
ing properly the behaviour of the French Captain, attempt to justify 
it by poorly pretending that the shot fired into the Frigate were not 
domgned to offiend, but only meant as signals; atid then unjustly 
endeavouring to fix the breach of the neutrality on the English, though 
it is evident they never intended to commit any hostilities in your 
road ; and you may imagine that if I bad been inclined to violent 
measures I should have gone to work in another manner. 

I am surprized you could think of laying claim to the ship as a 
wreck. You say she was deserted by her crew. Was it because tbey 
were afraid of drowning in her ? Did nob the English drive them oufe 
of her and take possession immediately? The ship and all that was 
taken out of her. She attacked the King’s Frigates under your can- 
non, without any sort of reason, and is absolutely the property of the 
captors; and from you I expect a fair and full' account of all that 
was carried on shore that night, and that the whole, as well as the 
ship, he preserved as English property to be disposed offi as I shall 
direct. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

CuRTis Bakhst. 

Harwich/’ of Fort St. David, 6bh April 1746.” 

The foregoing letter, with copies of all the despatches which were 
exchanged on this occasion were sent home for the consideration of the 
Court of Directors. The result is nob recorded. The same month 



GAPTUliB AND OGGUPATION OF [1746-48. 


Ootamodore Barnet died. The same month we also learn that Robert 
Clive, writer, was posted to a place in tlie Accountant’s OfBce. But 
great events were looming in the distance, and CHve was destined 
shortly to occupy a more important position. 

On the 30th of April 1746, the Consultation Books are brought 
abruptly to a close. From that date until the 1 3th of November 
1749,* there is a complete blank in the Consultations. The cause of 
this is fully detailed in the pages of Or me. In the opening of 1746, 
it was already known at Madras that a French squadron under M. 
Labourdonnais was preparing at the Mauritius with designs against 
the English settlements in India. In June the squadron appeared. 
Some obstinate actions ensued between M. Labourdonnais and Mr. 
Peyton who had succeeded Commodore Barnet in the command. 
The result was that Mr. Peyton was compelled to sail to Trincomallee 
to refit; and M. Labourdonnais after refitting at Pondicherry, sailed 
away to Fort St. George. 

The English now called upon the Nabob to fulfil his promise of 
restraining the French in their turn from committing hostilities 
against them by land. It seems however that Governor Morse failed 
to accompany this, application with a present of money ; and conse- 
quently the Nabob did not interest himself sufiSciently in the matter, 
to pi^vent the French from carrying out their undertaking. On the 
18th of August the French squadron appeared and cannonaded the 
town of Madras, but without doing any damage. Meantime, the 
Garrison of Fort St. George was anxious for the return of the English 
squadron from Trincomallee. But on the 23rd of August the whole 
settlement was thrown into a state of consternation bordering on 
despair, by the intelligence that Mr. Peyton had returned from Trin- 
comallee, but bad passed Madras and Pulioat,and gone on to Bengal. 

The catastrophe which threatened Madras was now at hand. On 
the ‘3rd of September the French squadron again appeared, and a 
force of 1,900 men were landed including 1,100 Europeans, 400 Caff res, 
and 400 Indians disciplined in the European fashion. At that time 
the Black Town was close to the walls of White Town. On the 7th 
M. Labourdonnais" commenced bombarding White Town from a 
battery of nine mortars erected to the westward, about 500 yards 
from the walls ; whilst the ships cannonaded the place from the sea. 
On the 8th another battery of five mortars was erected on the. south ; 
and the town was bombarded without intermission. Next morning 
two English deputies went to the French camp ; but Labourdonnais 
who was afraid of the return of the English squadron, insisted that 
the town should be given up at once on his own terms, and threatened 
a general assault in case of refusal. The deputies went away, and the 
bombardment was resumed ; but in theevening there was another con- 
ference, and another cessation of the bombardment. Next morning, 
that is the morning of the lOth of September, the Garrison capi- 
tulated on the terms proposed by Labourdonnais, viz., that the 
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English should surrender themselves prisoners of war, and that the 
town should be immediately delivered np ; but it was stipulated that 
the place should be afterwards ransomed, and Labourdonnais pro- 
mised that he would settle the ransom on easy and moderate terms. 
How this capitulation was subsequently broken by M. Dupleix who 
refused to restore the town upon any terms whatever ; bow Dupleix 
made his peace with the Nabob by promising to deliver up the town 
to him ; and how the English at Madras were carried prisoners to 
Pondicherry, whilst Fort St, David became the head of all the English 
settlements on the coast of Coromandel : — all these and much more 
are written in the chronicles of Eobert Orrne, which work we most 
strongly recommend to the perusal of all readers of Madras in the 
Olden Time. 

We now turn to such records as are at our disposal, namely, the 
general letters which passed between Mr. Hinde, Deputy Governor 
of Port St. David and the Court of Directors. The following des- 
patch was sent home by Mr. Hinde on the l7th October, 1746, within 
six weeks of the capture of Madras by the French. 

The unfortunate occasion of this unexpected address from us, is 
to advice your Honours of the loss of your valuable settlement of 
Madras, which to our unspeakable concern is now in the possession 
of our enemies, the French. As the gentlemeu there seem to think 
the absence of His Majesty's squadron (which they no doubt depended 
upon for assistance) greatly conduced to this misfortune ; we shall 
give an account of what we know for certainty of their motions only, 
and leave your Honors to form Judgment without presuming to give 
any of our own# 

“ The 29th April, Mr. Barnet departed this life at this place, (Fort 
St. David,) when all the ships were here or near us, but the Win- 
chester.” Lord Thomas Bertie, who was expected daily from Bombay, 
and arrived the 25th May ; from which timeCantain Peyton, who then 
commanded the squadron as senior Captain, determined on going to 
refit his ship the “ Medway,” which was very leaky, at TrincomaJlee 
Bay on the island of Ceylon, and to take the whole squadron with 
him. The 30th your Honors’ ship the Princess Mary” arrived ; 
on whom we had orders to send to Madras what bales we had ready, 
and to receive from Lord Thomas Bertie sixty chests of treasure 
brought from Bombay on your Honors’ account ; to keep what we 
wanted for the use of this settlement, and to send the remainder on 
the ** Princess Mary,” but not to detain her longer in our road than 
the squadron stayed there. In pursuance of which, we kept sixty 
chests here, and loaded the remainder on that ship, and prevailed on 
Captain Peyton to stay till the 9th June; but it happening to blow 
very fresh at that time we could not load more than two hundred 
and twenty-two bales, which as it has since proved was very fortunate. 
The 9th she sailed for Madras under convoy of His Majesty’s ship the 
“ Lively ” ; as did the rest of the squadron, for Trincomallee. On 
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tbe r7fch Captain Peyton wrote to Mr, Hinde, (Deputy Governor of 
Fort St. David,) from Ne^apatarn, that as they were just got to the 
Bay. The “ Preston’s’* Bow-sprit was sprung, and she could carry 
no sail ; for which reason they, were obliged to bear away for that 
place in order to refit her, and. then return to Trincomallee, On the 
25th at daybreak, from the mast-head in Hegapatam road they made 
out several ships in the offing, to which they went out and found 
them CO be nine French ships ; but the winds being very light, they 
could not get up with each other till half past four in the evening, 
at which time an engagement began, and lasted till about seven, 
when it grew dark. The next morning they were near one another, 
and continued so all the day. At four in the afternoon Captain 
Peyton summoned a Council of war, where it was agreed not to 
engage the enemy, but to proceed for Trincomallee Bay, as the French 
did for Pondicherry, and arrived there the 27th. In the English 
squadron were fourteen killed and forty-six wounded ; but not one 
killed or hurt in the “ Medway.” On the French side we cannot 
learn those particulars for any certainty. Their squadron consisted 
of the ** Achilles,” a seventy-gun ship, six Company’s ships, and 
two country ships. The “ Achilles” with three of them left Europe 
together in April was twelve months. Two of them were returning 
ships, detained at the Islands (Mauritius and Bourbon) for this pur- 
pose, and all reinforced m much as they could there. Captain Peyton 
kept the ^uadroii at Trincomallee till the beginning of August, 
be came oh the coast, and appeared off Negapatam the 6bh. 
#fehcb squadron, consisting of eight ships (one being gone to 
Bengal, and is since lost in thaii ri^er with two hundred and eighty 
Europeans), weighed from Pondicherry the 24th July fof the South- 
ward ; and were then in that road, stood out to meet the English 
squadron, which stood to the southward from them, and the French 
then returned. The 7th both squadrons did the same, as likewise 
the 8th aiid 9th. The 10th the English disap peai^ed, on which the 
French returned, and on the 13th aTichoi!*ed in Pondicherry road. 
The i 7th the eight ships weighed for Madras road, where they arrived 
the l8th and fired on the ** Princess Mary” which was returned 
from the shins and from the Fort. Each shio gave her a broadside 
as she stood to the HorthWard, and another as she returned, and 
then stood to the Southward again. W^e are since informed they 
had two motives for this expedition: one was to make a plea with 
the Country Government that the English committed the first 
hostilities ashore ; and the other to see if Captain Peyton would 
Come to our assistance or not. The 23rd, Oaptaih Peyton with 
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been spared for that purpose, as may easily be imagined from the 
scene of melancholy situation of aSairs ou this coast. The last let- 
ter that was received from any one belonging to the squadron, was 
from Captain Peyton to Governor Morse, dated the 4th August, when 
he was just come out from refitting. This unhappy conduct of his 
so animated our enemies, that they determined on attacking Fort 
St. George. We call it unhappy, because it has truly proved so in 
its consequences, thougV\ what reasons Captain Peyton may have had 
for this proceeding we know not. Accordingly, the 2nd September 
in the morning they weighed again for Pondicherry. The 4th they 
landed their men at St. Thom^ and thereabouts, and the 5th began 
the attack, chiefly depending upon their shells. The 10th the Town 
surrendered ; but on what terms, as we are not perfectly informed, 
we shall not presume to trouble your Honour with flying reports. 
We are pretty well assured there are as yet no terms complied with, 
and that Monsieur De Preminil is gone there from Pondicherry to 
command the garrison. The second instant the seven French ships 
in the road, having taken what quantity of money, goods, ammuni- 
tion and stores they thought proper, were to sail the 3rd for Pondi- 
cherry, and from thence immediately hither to attack this place. But 
it pleased God that night, and the next morning it blew so hard as to 
founder the **Duo de Orleans, their second ship in force, and two 
more. The “ Achilles” of seventy guns, the Commodore's, and only 
ship of considerable force, either cut away or lost all her masts, as 
did the three others ; so that,l,200 men have perished, and the whole 
squadron, is utterly disabled, and their design against this place ren- 
dered impracticable for the present ; though it is the opinion of most 
of our officers, that had they come, we should have taken up more 
of their time than they bad to spare. We have about twenty of the 
King's people, that were left ashore sick, who have put our gun-room 
in excellent order. Some of the people came to us from Madras though 
not many. The additions and alterations to our Fort within these 
twelve months, have made it infinitely more secure than it was. We 
have full six months’ provisions of all kinds in the Fort ; so that we 
doubt not we should have been able to make a defence for a consi- 
derable time had they come. They now talk of coming to us by land ; 
in which case we bless God we are no ways apprehensive, but with 
the common protection of Providence, we shall be able to defend and 
secure this place till we are relieved ; for which purpose we assure 
your Honours, our utmost endeavours shall be used. Your Houours' 
vessels the ** Mermaid” and Advice Snow,” were both taken by the 
French squadron in Madras road, and both lost in the storm. The 
Princess Mary” was skufetled and run into the surf, but is since 
gob off by the French. The Sumatra” and Brilliant” from the 
West Coast, passed by this road the 19th August. They were near 
enough for us to see that had colours out ; and we knowing the French 
squadron was off Conimere, or thereabouts, made a waft of our flag for 
six hours, and fired a gun, which the masters say they did not see, 
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and sailed on into the squadron which having English colours they 
took for ours and were lost, but had time to throw their papers 
overboard. It must naturally appear to your Honours, and indeed 
to all the world, a very extraordinary circumstance that the Nabob 
and country government should permit our enemies to take his 
advantage of us, when it has been obedient to their commands, and 
for the peace and welfare of their country alone, that has prevented 
the English a long while from acting in the same manner by the 
French, and thereby putting it out of their power to give us this 
loss. The French say they had the Nabob's permission for commit- 
ting these hostilities ashore ; and do not scruple to declare publicly 
they gave him 100,000 pagodas for the liberty of so doing, and when 
they landed their people they produced his perwanna, which met 
with universal credit, though the Nabob now disowns his having 
granted any. Yonr Honours may be sure, all methods that can be 
thought of have been used to represent to the Nabob the monstrous 
injustice, as well as ill policy of this his proceeding. To which he 
replies he never gave them any such liberty; that bis son was going 
to the assistance of Madras, Imt it was given up before he could get 
thither ; and assures us he will join with the English to destroy 
l^ndkherry. This was the substance of his letter in answer to Mr. 
Hinde-s remonstrances to him^ and assures us of kis assistance 
though at the same Mme he carries on a close correspondence with 
the French; and expects no doubt his share of the booty ; in which 
r^ecfe; it is possible, fee may be disappointed. We shall not fail to 
keep on good terms with him, though we cannot flatter ourselves 
with hopes of much if any assistance from him; as nothing of that 
nature has yet appeared in consequence of his repeated promises, 
though we have been in daily expectation of our enemies appearing 
against us; as no doubt they would before now, had not many 
unforeseen circumstances concurred to keep them much longer at 
Madras, than they or we could have expected after the surrender of 
that place ; and at last this for us most fortunate storm, which we 
look upon as a distinguishing mark of Providence in our favour, 
that greatly encourages us under our present difficulties : the parti- 
culars of which we shall not take up your Honors’ leisure with, as it 
is not now in your power to relieve us in time ; but we have wrote 
to Bengal and Bombay for that purpose, and hope they will have 
regard enough to your Honors’ interest to succour us speedily. 

Qn the 25th August arrived at Mah^ three French ships ; one called 
the' ** O’entaur” of seventy guns, being of equal force and burthen with 
the Achilles'’; one of forfey,;andanofcher of twenty guns ; which three 
ships arrived at^ Pondicherry the 27th September, and sailed from 
thence the 14th instant. Four that came out of Europe in company 
with them, are said to be gone for Ohina. We have no news of the 
arrival of any of your Honors’ ships in India. We bear from Mocha 
.'A,wr“ died at Bscthforekee^ as did Gaptwn; Well® dth* 
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Pelham” afe Bombay. We have had no news from Bengal this 
season. The “ Mermaid^s” packet coming from thence fell into the 
enemies’ hands in Madras roads. “ Sumatra” is we beard designed 
from Pondicherry for Europe ; where the shattered remains of Mon- 
sieur La Bourdonnais’ squadron is bound, or the above three ships, 
we cannot learn as yet. Fifty of the military belonging to Madras 
perished on the three ships that were lost ; the remainder they sent 
ashore and relieved them, as the people themselves say for being of 
assistance to them in the storm. There was not only a great deal of 
booty taken out of Madras on board those three ships, but a good 
deal was lost at the same time going to Pondicherry in open boats. 
The intercourse of letters between Madras and this place have been 
stopped, ever since the Town was invested. Only three from G-overnor 
Morse to Mr. Hinde having come out as yet from thence ; and the 
fear of their being intercepted occasions their being wrote only ia 
general terms. So that we know not for certainty on what footing 
the Gentlemen there, are ; but Mr. Morse writes that Mr. De Young, 
the Butch Governor of Pulieat, refused giving the women and children, 
his protection, and sent them all back again, which . was a great 
inconvenience to the place. Mr. Marsan, the Governor at N'egapatam, 
has been more humane, and has taken all the families from this place 
tinder his protection, and treafcs them with great humanity. Imme- 
diately on hearing Madras had surrendered, we came to a resolution 
of stopping the investment, as your cash was very low indeed, about 
10,000 pagodas only ; though the merchants have had no advances 
since we received the silver mentioned above from Bombay, which 
was the beginning of June. Notwithstanding which, and many 
other impediments which your Honors may be more frdly apprnsed 
of hereafter, from ohr letters between Madras and here, we have 
about 1,500 bales ; and shall in Januaay fee able to mabe them up 
1,800 to load a ship, please God, we have any come to us ; and had we 
money we could provide much more. 

“ John Orabb, Quarter Master of one of His Majesty’s ships, 
having little money, and being desirous to secure it, we have received 
into your Honors’ Cash 190 pagodas ; for which we have (given him 
certificates of the receipt, and request he may be paid in England 
the amount of the same.” 

“ Since writing the above, we have received a letter signed by 
Governor Morse and the Gentlemen at Madras. In it is mentioned 
articles of capitulation for the ransom of that place ; which is all we 
yet know, and thought proper to advise your Honors of it. What the 
terms are we know not, but they are very ill kept by Monsieur Dupleix, 
the Governor of Pondicherry ; who sent out three hundred men to 
surprize them on the way, which they did, and have carried them all 
prisoners of war into Pondicherry. The three ships that we advised 
above to be sailed from Pondicherry, are returned with two of the dis- 
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abled ships, so that are now in that road and the offing,^ five ships 
coEQplebely rigged, and five disabled besides small vessels/’ 

We are with the ntniosb fidelity and respect, 

Honourable, 

Yonrs most faithful and most obedient servants, 

Fokt St. David, \ John Hinde & 

mJh October, 1746. ] Members ob Council,” 

Three months afterwards, namely, on the lOfch January, 1747, 
another letter was despatched from Mr. Hinde to the Court of Direc- 
tors, which we give below : — 

** Our last address bore date the 17fch October, and went by your ^ 
Honors’ sloop the Porto-bello,” which sailed from Negapatam, the 
22nd. Since the time your Honors’ afiairs on this coast have con- 
tinued in the same uncertain posture ; as we have not been so fortu- 
nate as to receive either letters or succours from Bengal, though so 
near us and to windward, and we have been very importunate in our 
.letters on this occasion. The only alterations in our favour since we 
wrote you last is, that we have prevailed with the Country Govern- 
ment to declare in our favour ; and in consequence of it the Nabob 
sent his sonlMahomed Ali Khan, with about 2,000 horse, to our assist- 
ance the beginning of last month. Notwithstanding which, the 
&ench thought proper the 8th ultimo to come against us with their 
^hole force from Pondicherry; when we made the best defence we 
were able ; and notwithstanding they got as far as the Garden house, 
we bad the good fortune on the 9th to drive them out, and compel 
them to a very precipitate retreat. In which they had killed and 
wounded, by the best advice we can get, upwards of a hundred and 
seventy of their men of war ; and left behind two mortars, all their 
ammunition, and camp furniture, and every thing they brought but 
the arms they bore and some of them ; and our loss was very inconsi- 
derable. The 20th we are advised they fitted out a force by sea to sur- 
prize us that way ; but Providence disappointed them. Some of their 
boats were driven ashore, and their ammunition all spoiled ; which 
reduced them to a necessity of laying aside their design, and putting 
back into Ariacopang river. The 31st we had a skirmish by land ; % 
in which we again obtained an advantage over them ; and had we 
even then been succoured, your Honors’ affairs would have been in 
all human probability restored in a great measure, if not altogether. 
The Nabob was so well disposed towards us, but as yet we have not 
had a line or any assistance from Bengal since Madras was taken, now 
four months. The Nabob’s eldest son Maphuze Khan, is now joined 
his brother, and the expense of the camp amounts to upwards of 6,000 
rupees per day; and they with reason grow extremely impatient, 
and we fear will quit our interest, if some ships do not appear soon 
to assist us. Shipping of all nations have long since been on the 
"Cdast, audio our great concern and uneasiness four of the French ^ 
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squadron are returned, and are now at Pondioberry *, one of them the 
“ Centaur,’* tbe best ship they have had in India, and five more 
ships in that road ; in ail nine : and it is this that renders our situ- 
ation so precarious, and for which reason we send this away in a 
hurry to Tranquebar, lest we should be besieged and deprived of an 
opportunity of so doing. With it we send our consultations from, 
the loss of Madras, which contains a journal of what we have done 
for the preservation of the settlement of which our utmost endea- 
vours have been employed, and we hope it will meet with your Honoris 
approval. We shall only add, we think it somewhat unkind in onr 
countrymen and fellow-servants, to have abandoned us ; and that we 
will do all we can under these discouraging circumstances, and trust* 
to providence for the event. Hitherto we have beeu but at a small 
expense ; our presents to the country government not exceeding 
above 3,000 pagodas ; a trifle not* worth mentioning in proportion to 
tbe expense they are at, and the disquiet it has given our enemies, 
who trying all possible methods to make up affairs with them ; and 
the above ciroum stances greatly facilitate their negotiations, as they 
clog tbe wheels of ours. We have in general terms promised in your 
Honor’s name that we will not be ungrateful for any favours the 
Kabob inclines to show us. 

** Whilst the above was writing, a message came froi* the Nabob’s 
sons, advising that their father was actually treating with the French, 
and that four prisoners were sent to Pondicherry from Aroot : which 
renders our affairs so precarious, that we shall only advise your 
Honors of the arrival of what shipping is come to our knowledge, 
and send this away in hopes of having an opportunity of writing 
again by this ship a day or two hence* In the meantime we shall 
use all possible methods with the Nabob and his sons, to have regard 
to our interest according to their repeated promises, and to procure 
the re-situation of Madras as one of the terms if possible; which 
they still promise, as well as security though their councils are so 
influenced by immediate gain that there is no depending upon tbem.’^ 

About four months after the despatch of the above letter, namely, 
on the 2nd of May 1747, another despatch was addressed by Charles 
.Floyer, the new Deputy Governor of Fort Saint David in the room 
of Mr. Hinde who had died on the 4bh April. From this despatch 
we make the following extracts : — 

. “ Since our last account of the melancholy situation of this 
settlement which must certainly have appeared to be very pre- 
carious, we had the misfortune to be reduced to almost inevitable 
danger; for as our security chiefly depended on the assistance 

* This will aceotmt for the blank in the Consultations already mentioned. 
Should this fall into the hands of any zealons antiquary in England, we should 
feel much obliged by Ms sending us copies of any contemporary records which 
may be preserved in the records of the late Company at home. 
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ol the Moors, we were soon brougliti to the utmost extremity by 
being abandoned by them ; notwithstanding all the arguments and 
persuasion that could possibly be used in our parts to continue 
them in our interests. But the long delay o£ our ships, with the 
uncertainty of their coming at all, and the frequent o:ffers and 
proposals they received from the French, which arose to five lacs 
of rupees, — ^made all our endeavours prove fruitless ; as we could 
by no means think of making such offers, and if we could, they 
would have still outbid us. Having this advantage of us, that if 
they did not perform their promises they could not be in worse 
terms than they were. Whereas we must literally have performed 
all ours. Upon the whole, on the 14th February both the armies of 
the Moors decamped, leaving us wholly to ourselves. In which 
destitute circumstances, the French on the last of February came 
out of Pondicherry, and on the 1st of March made another attempt 
upon us by land, bringing with them a force considerably superior 
to any yet sent, or we could equal in more than a quarter part, 
nevertheless, on their approaching near the bounds, we sent out 
all our peons, with one hundred European military, two hundred 
!ropasses, and soma artiltoy, in order to repel them, if possible, or 
at least to obstruct their entrance for a while, in hopes of doing 
them some mischief, and that every hour might produce something 
in our favour; which, as Providence ordained, it answered our 
ipteuli^ais so well, that though we could not defeat them, our party 
en^igcsd them so warmly, that we had the good fortune to keep 
them brom crossing Pnnniar river all that day, and to do them 
considerable damage. But night coming on, and our people noways 
equal to keep the field against such a superior force, were constrained 
to retire to the Fort. By which means the enemy had an open field 
all that night, when^ and on the second in the morning early, they 
marched with all their troops to the garden house ; from whence it 
would have been impracticable for us to have drove them away. 
But it^ happened very fortunately, before they bad time to raise any 
batteries or to do much damage in the bounds, we have the inexpres- 
sible Joy and satisfaction to discover nine sail in the offing, which 
proved to be His Majesty's squadron under the command of Commo- 
dore Griffin. This, for us most welcome sight, made them quit their 
quarters and betake to flight immediately, which they did so speedily, 
that thoughL we had eight hundred men landed with the utmost 
expedition by the Commodore, in order to cut them off in their 
3reftreat, yet they were got so far on their way that it was in vain to 
pursue them. Although their stay at the gardens was very short, 
they took care to do as much mischief as they could in the time, and 
burnt several bouses about the bounds. But as these damages are 
nothing in comparison to the ill consequences that might have 
attended ua had they continued longer, even one day more, we have 
XjE^on to bless God for appearing this once more so manifestly and 
mtically in our favour* 
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■\r tfom several instances in onr late misfortunes, that the 

JNabob and other principal persons of this country are of such an 
extreme lucrative disposition, that there is no hopes of fixing them 
stedfast in onr interest by any other method but by the force of 
money ; and that they are so exceeding avaricious (occasioned by 
the large proicers they have received from the French) that nothing 
less than lacs will go near to satisfy them. 

These are such large sums beyond what we think in our power 
to dispose or, that we never attempted to make them any such ofiers ; 
but as a means to encourage them in our cause, we have several times 
promised them in general terms that your Honors will not be un- 
grateful for any substantial service we may receive from them : which, 
with some small presents we may make as a pledge of our sincerity, 
we hope, will have the desired eJGEect, and procure their assistance 
when required. 

** The presents that we made them, whilst the Habob^s two armies 
were emoatnped without our bounds, for near three months, at an 
expense of upwards 6,000 rupees per day in our defence, did not 
amount to above 40,000 rupees which in comparison to the service 
they were of in defeating the French in their attempt upon this place 
on the 9th Beoember, we are of opinion, you will allow to be very 
inconsiderable ; and therefore persuade ourselves it will meet witb 
your approval. We endeavoured to keep them longer with us for our 
s^urity, as we daily expected His Majesty’s squadron ; and Mr. Hinde 
offered them 2,000 rupees per day to stay only ten days, but he could 
not prevail on them. 

** Most part of the Military that could escape out of Madr^ have 
come here, whom we have taken into service* 

The officers are all with us ^ who offering their service, as we were 
much in want of them, we have continued them in their former com* 
missions ; and the Lieutenants having behaved very well here in th© 
two actions with the enemy, we take the liberty to recommend them 
to your Honors to have Captain’s commissions conferred on them. 

“ The inferior officers and military, as well as those in the gun-room 
we have rewarded with clothing. 

“ Mr. Hobert Olive, writer in the service, being of martial disposi- 
tion, and having acted as a volunteer in our late engagements, w© 
have granted him an Ensign’s commission upon his application for 
the same. ^ 

** We are infinitely concerned, among other misfortunes, to acquaint 
you that all the books and pa|^rs, relating to your Honors’ affairs at 
Madras, have met with the like fate of that settlement, and are in 
possession of the French which not only greets us that they should 

* Fortunately the consultations and most of the genemi letters were restored 
at the Peace of Aix la Ohapelle. Otherwise, it is evident, that the labours of th© 
present compiler would have been greatly simplified. 
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fall under tbeir inspection, but renders ns at a great loss to find out 
the several credits that are due to you. In which circumstance we 
shall make it our business from time to time to get the best insight 
of, by examination of the Oanakapilies, who are now beginning to 
come here daily ; and whatever balance we can find out shall be duly 
received and accounted for, 

“The proceedings of the French, both at Madras and Pondicherry^ 
have in general been so cruel and inhumane, that they seem rather 
to imitate a persecution than a war. They have refused the Com- 
modore to exchange a single prisoner, notwithstanding the several 
they owe us, and we have some of theirs ; and on a sudden drove 
away all the women and children that had liberty to stay at the 
Mount : plundering them of every thing they had, and afterwards 
set fire to their houses; and this at a time when they were preparing 
to come against this place, 

“ They have been very busy in fortifying the White Town in 
Madras and have nearly destroyed the Black Town, 

“ By the best accounts we learn from their own people that have 
deserted here, they have 1,300 Europeans in garrison at Pondicherry, 
and about 400 in Madras, besides a large number of peons and Ooffrees 
at each place. Indeed they have so many people, that we may hope 
their numbers alone will tend to their destruction, as they are already 
in great.scarcity of provisions. 

“ We «tre not at present in a thorough capacity to make any 
material attempts against them ; but as soon as we may be better 
enabled by a reinforcement of the squadron or otherwise, Mr. Griffin 
has assured us, that no industry or endeavours shall be wanting on 
his part to revenge our past injuries to the utmost in his power. 

We being lately advised, that Ensign Van Franken was very 
busy among the French after the surrender of Madras, and did 
actually give Monsieur De Labourdonnais a plan of tbe Town ; for 
this and other misdemeanours by him committed, we have dismissed 
him from your Honors’ services, aT3d sent him to Europe on the 
“ Lapwing;” the Captain having strict orders not to let him go on 
shore at any place he may touch at.” 

(Signed) Ohakles Floyek & 
Members of Council, 

The following general letters received from the Court of Directors 
in reply to the foregoing comranuications, will sufficiently explain 
the progress of afiairs as regards Madras up to the treaty of Aix la 
Cbapelle in 1748, They are also valuable as containing references 
to many important facts, which are not to be found in the letters 
ch have been preserved from Port St. David. The first is dated 
n, 27th January^ 1747,” from which it will be seen that the 
the loss of Madras had reached England within a com para- 
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Our Governor and Council at Fort St, David. 

“ As the Lieutenants on the Fort Sfe* George Establishment did 
not forfeit their honor by its loss ; and on your continuing the 
officers in their former Commissions, the Lieutenants behaved very 
well in the two actions with the enemy : we leave it to you to grant 
Captains’ Commissions to such of them as you judge proper. Be 
aiire to encourage Ensign Olive in his martial nursuitis^ according co 
his merit. Any improvement he shall make therein, shall be duly 
regarded by us. You may rest assured that all Dhe recruits we can 
raise shall be sent by every conveyance. 

“ Having suffered greatly by the numbers of priests and Popish 
inhabitants at Madras, who have acted a very treacherous part to 
us continually in that place, especially when id was attacked ; there- 
fore we strictly forbid your suffering any Romish Church within our 
bounds, or any of their priests to dwell among you, or that religion 
to be openly professed ; and in case any Papists have crept into 
places of trust in our service, they must be immediately dismissed. 
You are not to deem this order to affect the Armenians of the Greek 
persuasion. 

We are informed that aUhoitgh our late Governor Hinde turned 
out of the Company’s bounds an Italian Padre under a guard ; yet 
since Mr. Hinde’s death, by Mr. Lennox’s influence, he was permitted 
to return. We are dissatisfied with that proceeding and require Mr. 
Lennox to return home. 

** Monsieur Labourdonnais, with five French ships, arrived from 
Loaudo St. Pauls at Martinioo sometime ago ; where he left them 
and retired to Eustatia, whence he took his passage on a Butch ship 
that by stress of weather put into Falmouth ; where he was taken 
prisoner of war by Captain Bl ad well of His Majesty’s ship the 
“ Mercury,” and will soon be conducted to London. 

“ Whatever French prisoners, or other Europeans, shall be taken 
in their service, in case there is no opportunity to exchange them, 
we would have you send home all you can, upon our returning ships; 
not sending more than fifteen on a ship ; detaining the others till an 
opportunity offers.” 

The next General Letter from the Court of Directors, is dated 

London, 24th July, 1747.” 

“ Our Governor and Cozmeil at Fort St David.^^ 

“ On the 20th of April last, the ** Porto-Bello” Sloop brought us 
your advices of the 17Dh October 1746 ; and by letters from Bombay 
received overland, we learn with satisfaction that you had repulsed 
the French and continued in possession of the place in December 
last. 

Having taken the same into serious consideration, we have judged 
it proper, upon such a surprizing revolution in our affairs at the loss 
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of Madras, to constitute Fort St. David our Head settlement and to 
appoint John Hinde, Esq,, to be President and Governor of Fort 
St. David, and of all oar settlements and affairs on the Coromandel, 
Orissa, and Sumatra coasts ; with the advice and concurrence of 
Edward Cooke, Stringer Lawrence, Charles Floyer, William Holt, 
Alexander Wynch and Thomas Cooke, Junior, as his Cpuncii ; and a 
Commission is accordingly enclosed under our seal’ in the ship 
“ Porto-Bello” packet. 

Major Stringer Lawrence took passage last season on the ship 

Winchelsea,” with directions to be entertained as Major of our 
Garrison at Fort St. George. Upon his arrival he must be employed 
as snob at your place, and constantly remain as third of CouiiciL 
Some Military officers accompanied him who must act in your 
Garrison according to their respective commissions. 

** Enclosed is copy of a resolution come to by the Company in 
general Court assembled, on the many astonishing reports of the 
capitulation and ransom of Madras. We positively forbid you to 
enter into any treaty with the Country Government, or any other 
power, relating to the payment of any sum of money for the ransom, 
or for the re-delivery of that place. 

And in case the Nabob should give us possession of Madras again, 
the effects that we may have here must be removed to Fort St. David, 
keeping only a bare possession of l^adras* 

Although our late servants at Madras ceased to be so on the loss 
cl the place; yet we permit you to take in such of them as from their 
behaviour you may think proper ; and to allow a reasonable subsist- 
ence to the rest if they apply for it. 

“ As we have constituted Fort. St. David to be our Head Settle- 
ment, we empower you to be at such expense in fortifying and secur- 
ing the place that you shall judge requisite. 

We have acquainted our servants in Bengal and at Bombay, that 
Fort St. David is constituted our Head Settlement on the Coromandel 
coast; and that you are appointed Governor in Council thereof; 
recommending it to them, as we hereby do unto you, to carry on a 
friendly correspondence with each other ; concerting the properest 
measure for the promotion of our welfare, and the security of ail our 
settlements/^ 

Our next despatch from the Directors is dated 16bh October, 1747. 

** Our Freeident and Council at Fort 8t Davids 

** We have with great joy received advice from Bombay overland, 
of your gallant, brave defence against the renewed attempts of the 
French in March, till Mr. Griffin came to your relief ; and that Cap- 
l^in Sumnor paid a due regard to your representation by repairing in 
the f Britannia*' to your setdement, which will recommend him to 
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our favour ; the supply of money and goods by that ship was doubt- 
less of eminent service. Your immediate loading and despatch of 
her to us meets with our entire approbation ; and we doubt not but 
by the blessing of God upon your good conduct and courage, that we 
are still in possession of the settlement. 

On our strenuous application, His Majesty hath been graciously 
pleased to send a strong squadron of Men-of-war under the command 
of the Honorable Bear Admiral Boscawen with these our ships, where- 
on this letter is sent. Such of them as come to your place, the com- 
manders are ordered to deliver all our packets, treasure, and goods 
on board unto you, immediately on their first arrival ; and to obey 
your orders when the Admiral hath no further service for the ship.’^ 

From the next despatch, dated 27tb January, 1748, our readers will 
see that peace was already looming in the future. How much our 
readers are indebted to that peace may be gathered from the first 
clause, 

“ Our President and Gcmncil of Fort Si* David* 

** It being stipulated in the definitive treaty of peace, that all Be- 
cords, books and papers, are to be mutually restored, we do not think 
it necessary to send copies of the Fort St. George accounts, as in all 
probability you will have the originals. 

** As we have resolved by the Ballot, that it is necessary for Mr. 
Morse to come home to give an account of his conduct at Madras, 
from the time the French took possession of the place ; yon must 
give him notice to return to England by the next ships accordingly ; 
in the meantime during his stay at Fort St. David pay him the 
respect due to his late station. 

In consideration of the long service of Lieutenant Eckman, and 
as he is incapable through his great age for further duty, we have 
agreed to allow him a pension of 160 pagodas a year for his life ; to 
commence from the time he received his last pay; and you are 
directed to pay it him accordingly.” 

On the.lOth May, 1748, the Directors were enabled to annonnce 
that the treaty of Aix la Chapelle was fairly signed. We give the 
despatch in full. 

“ Our Governor and Council of Fort St David* 

“ Enclosed we send His Majesty’s proclamation, declaring the 
cession of arms, as well by sea as land, agreed upon between His 
Majesty the Most Christian King, and the States General of the 
United Provinces, and enjoining the observance thereof. 

“ 2. On a perusal you may perceive that by the preliminaries for 
restoring a General Peace, signed at Aix la Chapelle on the 19th of 
April last, Old Stile, all hostilities either by sea or laud against tha 
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French, are to cease in the Bast Indies sk months after the said 
19th April, which must be complied with accordiugi}. 

“ 3 As hostilities are ceased, our ships must be despatched 
directly home to us after the 17th of October next, m the usual 
manner as before the comroeuceraent of the 

rnmYn'ifidprs 60 proceed to our Island oi bt. Helena., aiio artei 
refreshing there for a few days, to make the best ot their way to 
the Downs.'’ 

Here then we bring to a close the present series of “ Annals of 
M^ras in the Olden Time.” The labour which 
iially proposed to himself is now completed ; ana the fii st centurj 

of tL settlement of the English at 

» wi«„lr in the history of Inaxa, is now a living and 
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[The following curious docuraenfes, illusfjrative of fclie very earliest 
condition of Madras, were originally collected with some others two 
or three years back by Mr. Hudieston, the present Secretary of the 
Board of Eevenue, and printed in a pamphlet form. These extracts, 
together with Brace’s Annals of the’ East India Company, and some 
volumes of early voyages and travels, formed the authoricies from 
whence the present compiler drew up the first three or four chapters 
of the FIRST Volume of the Annals of Madras in the Olden Time. The 
records, from whence the extracts were made, extend over ben years 
only, viz., 1670*1679; and it was the original intention of the com- 
piler to have republished the whole as au Appendix to the present 
volume. Want of space however has prevented his carrying out 
this plan ; and perhaps, as the general facts to be gathered from the 
extracts are exhibited in the earlier chapters, there is less occasion 
for such a republication. The following selection of the more 
important papers, — that is, of those papers which directly illustrate 
the condition of the old town of Madraspatanam, and the social 
manners of the earliest settlers, — are so well worthy of being pre- 
served, that we print them here in extenso. They require but little 
comment ; their contents speak for themselves.] 

Fo. I. Official Investigation into the Administration 
OF Madras, 1676--76. 

In the year 1675-76, that is, during the Government of Sir Willmm 
Laughorn, Major James Puokle was sent out by the Directors as a 
Commissioner to enquire into the state of the Company’s affairs on 
the Coast of Coromandel. Accordingly Major Puckle presented a 
list of queries to the Governor and Ooimcil ; and on the 29th Feb- 
ruary 1675-76, the queries, together with the replies, were discussed 
in Council. We extract the consultation. 

“ Public Consultations, Port St. George, 29th Eebeuaey 1675— 76. 

“ Something by way of Query presented to the Agent and Councell 
of Fort St. George, at a Consultation held there the 29th February 
1675-6, for Eesolution on behalf of the Hon’ble English East India 
Company. 

Being present 

Sir Wm. Langhorn, Governom, 

Walter Clavell, 

Joseph Hymners, 

Major Wm, Pccklb, 

Edward Hebrys, 


John Bridger, 
Tim. Wilkes, 
Jacob Smith. 
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1. Why there is no Ee- 
gisfeer kept of the ships, 
boats, vessells, Sue,, that ar- 
rive in the road of Madrass, 
and the names of the Mas- 
ters or Commanders, the 
place whence they come and 
whether they are outward 
bound. 

2. What English that are 
not in the Hon'ble Com- 
pany's service do live or 
have habitations in the Eng- 
lish or Blacks Towns, how 
they are qualified, what 
trad es do they drive, to what 
vallue, and what ships they 
are owners of. 


( 1 , ) The Agent himself has kept a Eegis- 
ter of all ships coming and going, and yearly 
sent home to the Hon’ble Company, 

The like very proper to he done in the 
Choultry, and shall accordingly he put in 
practice, though hitherto it has not been 
done, the Justices successively continuing 
the same method which they have found in 
use in their predecessors* times. 

(2,) Mr. Jearsey and Hs nephew John 
Oearsey who serves ,him and has paid his 
fine to the Hon*ble Company, 

Tim. Sutton, formerly lieutenant, whose 
discharging has been advised to them. 

Charles Eyley an old souldier here, but 
has laid -down his arms and keepes a house 
of entertainment (upon snfferance having 
many children bred up Protestants.) 

Eichard Monck, lately a prisoner with the 
Biitch, marryed here, has laid down arms 
being sickly, drives no trade that we know 


John Augur, an antient man marryed to 
an English woman, keepes a house of enter- 
t3ahmmnt*up<m'aij®eranoe, havii^ beeniong 
aiidm^ofther ^way to live , 

.Booth Chadderton came out a souldier 
near two years .since, and lately had leave 
to serve Mr. Herrys, but ready to take up 
arms again upon occasion, 

(S,) The PortugTiezes and Mestizas were 
invited hither by the several Agents from 
our first settling here and some came with 
oar people from Armagon, and encouraged 
and severall had money lent them to build 
.upon the open sand under the protection of 
the Gunns which by degrees hath been 
walled in, they^ doing the duty of trained 
bands in watching and warding in times of 
trouble upon the outworks. They have 
never paid any rent or acknowledgement, 
nor taken out any leases. However, if the 
Hon* ble Company thinks good to have us 
require it, upon their possitive order we 
must obey them, but we believe it will be 
the same thing as to drive them away, for 
in all these countrys .here is motsueh prac- 
tice.^ The Govemour and Ayal(krs very 
sensible of the benejSt* of 'inhabitants, invit- 
ing all folks by favours.and.immunifeys,,and 
gladly giving ground for. kmjies and gardens 
to any that will build or plant upon it. 


3. Why are so many Por- 
tuguez permitted to dwell 
in the English Town and pay 
no rent, nor any acknow- 
ledgement for their houses, 
whilst many English are 
necessitated to take bouses 
in the Black Town and pay 
ior:the same. 


APPEmm. 


As mw m practice at St, Glioma, where 
to uepopitlate,. they have promised three 
years’ exemption of Taxes, which drawes 
the people from hence againe as fast as they 
came. 

And that the Hon’ble Company may the 
better Judge, by the experience of this their 
place, the Agent and Connoell have been 
fain to lett fall the execution of their Con- 
sultation of 28th September last, for the 
levying of only pagodas 236 upon the whole 
out Town in compensation of Hr. Thomas 
Clarhe’s houses near the Caldera point pulled 
down and Yerona’a expense in clearing the 
sand from the sea-wall during the warn, 
which had scarce amounted to two fanams 
per house ; and yet all the inhahitants^ nay 
their own Merchants all but Cassa Verona, 
had shut up their shops and gathered up to 
the pagoda, and by intelligence their Tnbes 
in the country had stopped all provisions 
from coming to Town> themselves being 
ready to forsake the place if the Agent and 
Oouncell had not timely i^ified them hy- 
desisting from the said leviation ; they did 
not value the snmme but the precedent. 

In like manner was the king of Gulcondai 
himself served about that very time at his 
own city, upon the occasion of a tax impos- 
ed rice, and him^H was fain send ^ter 
them and appease them- by fair words and 
good^ assurance for the future and with 
considerable Tasheri&a to* the chief of the 
Eice men. 

Not unlike the passage in London with, 
the markett folks some 14 years since, upon 
an Act of Parliament a Httle too uneasy 
for them. 

And moreover how ready the Mores and 
Braminy Government, now are to lay hold 
of such opportunitys to raise new pretences, 
the annexed relation of the terms we now 
stand on with them will suffice, 

Pollepella Yengana pretending to sell the 
King’s paddy here customs free atthrir own 
rates, as in their own Territories, and to 
re-impose an avaldar, saying, the King and 
Nabob who granted the cowl and phermannd 
are dead and gone, and this king not oblig- 
ed ; as if Mmself had not confirmed it and 
received the mony. 

The Dutch not being able to gett a cowl 
for Poliacat, do all they can to infringe ours. 
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4. Why there is no sur- 
vey made and taken of both 
Towns with the lands be- 
longing to them, and why 
those that have built upon 
the Hon’ble Company’s 
ground do not pay any ac- 
knowledgement, not a peper 
corn, for the ground their 
houses stand upon, nor have 
Leases with Covenants to 
maintain, &c., and why no 
Begister of the names of 
the tenants and inhabitants 
aforesaid. 


(4.) The same answer as to the surveys 
may serve for the proposition nomber 4. 
'The paddy ground payes rent pagodas 40 per 
annum, lett out to Cassa Yerona at the rate 
it yielded the three years last before it, and 
the Agent has severall times advertised the 
people who have gardened up and down the 
sands to take leases for their more quiet pos- 
session, but (saving six allready made to tbe 
English and others) they seeme to be rather 
■willing to let them fall back to sand as they 
were, which wonld be of evill consequence 
to this place, being all on a loose sand where 
between the scorching reflex of the sunn and 
the flying of the sand, we should be scarce 
able to draw onr breath, which was formerly 
the cause of great destempers, sickness and 
mortallity, rendering the place very uncom- 
fortable Almost unhabitable. 

(5.) The Portuguez, &c., invited as they 
were, settled useful! and ^sarmed as the 
inhabitants are, and the souldier out of 
office, and so firme a peace as between our 
Princes, with so great a dependance as they 
have on us more then on all other Europe 
uariotts in India, we humbly conceive this 
may be suspended until some just occasion 
of jealousies at home or here. Besides that 
the gpmt number is not of any single nation 
huh Tppasses, Mestizos, hi. Converts, 
said now many Katives of this place, having 
no other country hut this. 

And whiles the French have no Settle- 
ment near hand, the keeping French Padiys 
here instead of Portugues, destroyes the 
encroaching growth of the PortugaU inter- 
est, who used to entail PortugaKsm as well 
as Christianity on all their converts. 

(6.) The English who are in the Gul- 
conda, Yisiapore’s and MohguFs services 
are severall, but generally dissolute, hard 
to reclaym and less worth it, except one 
Christopher Wilkins sent hence long since 
per order of the Agent, &c., then being 
along with the Ordnance, which the Eon’ble 
Coi^any was necessitated to lend the Tnnq 
of Gulconda, which C. W. is by report a 
very good man, and it were very desirable 
that he could gett free, to come and end his 
daies amongst his countrymen, 

(7.) Here are no bad debts in neither of 
these two last Agencys, all that are upon 
account were made before that the Invest- 
ments were undertaken by Timona and 
Yerona in times of much less troubles then 


5. Whether is it safe or 
convenient that considering 
about half the souldiers of 
tbe Fort are Portuguezes, 
and more then half the in- 
habitants of the new T<^n, 
are Portnghezds^'' 'and' 
now have two churches nigh 
unto the Fort, where some 
thousands meet every weeke 
(besides French), that the 
said inhabitants should be 
permitted to dwell in said 
Town. 


6. Whether any of the 
Hon’ble Company’s servants 
be entered into the Mores 
service ; how to gett them 


7, Whether 
debts, and wh: 
and by whom. 
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since liave been, so tbe Hon’ble Company 
may observe tbe diSerence of dealing with 
tbeir Merchants joyntly or severally* 

It were requisite the Hon’ble Company 
would order the writing of these debts off by 
Account Current to profit and loss, being 
wholly desperate. 

As to the partimlars relating to Mr, Clawllf . 
the Agent and Councell 'doe himibly con- 
ceive, 

(1.) That a Chief has anthority by the 
Charter to administer an Oath in matters of 
abuses and injures to the Hon’ble Company, 
as more at large in the said Charter, 

(2.) As to the enordering the execution 
of the said authority he has the same order 
there that we have here, and as to what 
may depend on us, the Agent and Councell 
in their generall letter ^ong with Major 
Pucfcle will confirm the Honorable Com- 
pany’s orders relating to Ms Commission, as 
amply and fully as shall be found propper 
for them to doe. The matters objected to 
Mr. "Walter Clavell, as we have received 
them, we have transmitted them to the 
BLon’ble Company, as they stand upon record 
in the Port bookes ; who having now ap- 
pointed Major Puckle to goe down and exa- 
mine them, the Agent and Councell doe 
neither take upon them to acquit or con- 
demne, but wholly leave it to the Major’s 
examination, whose Coramissiou shall be 
amply confirmed in the Port General along 
with him, not finding any thing therein of 
misusing their Cash or pressing danger 
requiring a more hasty proceeding. 


Its further desired that 
you resolve— 

1. Whether Mr. Clavell, 
Chief in the Bay, bath power 
to administer oaths. 

2. If he hath, that he be 
thereon ordered not to nepr- 
lect or refuse the same to all 
such as shall voluntarily offer 
themselves or be produc- 
ed on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Company, wherein and how 
Mr. Clavell hath vindicated 
himself from those matters 
charged on him of arbitrary- 
ness in execution of his office, 
mentioned in Lib. Consulta- 
tion and Lib. Letters India. 

These querys presented 
to the Agent, &c. 

per Wm. Pcfcklb, 


No. IL BaiEs AND Beg-dlations Established by Sie William 
Langhokn, 1671-72. 

[The following curious rules and regulations exhibit the tendencies 
of tine earlier settlers- in a more striking light than could be done by 
pages of description.] 

By OEDEK of the Hon'ble Sir Wm. Langhorn, Barronett, Cover- 
nour and Agent in Fort St. George. 

In obedience to my Hon’ble Employer’s orders, and out of that 
care I ought to take of the people committed to my charge, 

It is enordered and declared, that for prevention of disorders and 
for the preservation of the Hon’ble Company’s Servants and Souldiers 
of the Garrison from distempers and diseases frequently caused 
thereby, and by the unwholesome liquor called Parrier arrack. 
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'Thafc from this day forward, no person whatsoever dwelling within 
the priviledges of the Towne, who doth sell any of the sort of arrack 
made here or hereabouts, shall be permitted to sell or give entertain- 
ment to any of the Hon'ble Company’s souldiers or servants. 

And that all persons keeping publick houses of entertainment, be 
prohibited after this day from drawing liquor for any person, after 
the usuell ringing of the bell at eight of the clock at night ; but 
shall desire all persons then in their bouses to retire to their own 
lodgings, and. suffer them to tarry there no longer. And if any per- 
sons shall be found contemners of these orders, they shall not for 
the future be permitted to keep houses of entertainment. 

And for further prevention of all disorders and excesses and im- 
poverishing the souldiers of the Garrison and others in the Hon’ble 
Company’s, servise, hy encouraging them to the unthinking way of 
spending their wages in such disorderly manner upon creditt, faster 
than it comes in, to the mine both of their purses and their healths 
and undervaluing of the punctual and bounteous pay of the Hon'ble 
Company’s which to all sober and discreet persona is not only suffi- 
cient for maintainance, hut with any industry and beginning or their 
owne, enough to get alorehand in the world, 

It is likewise enordered and declared hereby, that no YictuHar, 
Pninchrhous© or other bouse of Entertainment, shail be permitted to 
mate, finoppa^ at the pay day of their wages or any^ part thereof, 
saplfsg/d^y their dyet; and acoordingly order is given to the 
Phrwr hotms effect, wlmr^f all persons concerned are to take notice, 

Dated m Poet St. Gbokob, 5 ^ t » 

ihe ma ofFdruary 1671-2. I 


Fort St, Geokg-e, the ISth August 1672. ■ 

By Okdeks of the Hon’ble Bir Wm. Langhorn, Barronett, Go- 
vernour and Agent for affairs of the Hon’ble English East India 
Company in Port St. George, for the receiving (s?'c) of the antient 
orders concerning the marketts in Chinnapatnam ; as they were 
observed from tbe b^inning, 

In Paddy Baneksall, the former allowance was — oustome for the 
Gentu pagoda, for every heape of paddy, one measure; forPeddi* 
nagg the watchman, on every greate ox-load of paddy, f measure ; 
for small ox-load, | measure ; for one righthand-side girle, for every 
heape of paMy, 2 bandfuil ; for tbe measure, every pagoda, J mea- 
sure ; at this rate was the former allowance : and if any offers to 
take more than this allowance, or make other allowance than this, 
their penalty shall be 12 pagodas to the Hon’ble Company, and they 
aharll be punished at the Chowtry besides. 

The former allowance in the Chowtry for severall sorts of gram 
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and for oyle-ae^s was— for the Geata pagoda, one haadfall evory 
sacc ; for Peddinagg the watehmao, two haodfull every saoo ; for 
one right-band-side girle, one bandfull every saccj for fche measiirer, 
one bandfull every saco : and if any offer to take any more than this 
allowance, their penalty shall be 12 pagodas to the Hon'bie Com- 
pany, and they shall be punished at the Ohowtry besides. 

The allowance of oowdunge and wood was — for every baskett of 
cowdunge, 2 cakes for the Gentu pagoda ; for Peddinagg the watch- 
man, of every baskett of cowdunge, 5 cakes ; and if any offer to 
take more than this allowance, or make any other than this allow- 
ance, their penalty shall be 12 pagodas to the Hon’ble Oompany, 
and they shall be punished at the Chowtry besides. 

The allowance of seaffish was ; for every great nett, 6 6&sh to the 
Hon^'ble Company ; and to Peddinagg the watchman, 10 fflsh ; and on 
the ffish that they catch with a hooke, one fldsh for the Oompany and 
one for Peddinagg the watchman. To the washerman, barber, grave- 
maker, and severall other workmen, they are to give what they please ; 
and if any on© offers to take more than this aliowanoe or make any 
other allowance, their penalty shall be 12 pagodas to the Hon'ble 
Company, and they shall be punished at the Choultry besides. 

Copied from the originall and examined by me. 

Wiium EiVBxq?. 


OaniRs prescribed by the Hon^ble Wm. Langhorn, Barronett, Go- 
vernour of Port St. George, Maddrassapatam, Coast of Cormandeli 
and Bay of Bengal, for Affayrs of the Hon’ble English Bast India 
Oompany, &c. 

1. If any that is on the watch or guard shall presume to lye of 
and not aske leave, he shall, if he be an officer, for every such offence 
pay half a rial of eight ; and a Private souldier shall stand one whole 
day’s sentinell in armes, 

2. That officer that shall conceal any sentinell that doth sleep© 
in the time of duty, shall be turned out of his office and remain© a 
Private souldier. 

3. The same punishment to those that give the word to any but 
to them that it doth belonge. 

4. If any two or more persons shall dare go into the field to decide 
a quarrell between them by the sworde or jSre armes, thereby eon- 
tmuning the course of justice, they shall for the same offence endure 
two months’ Imprisonment, only with rice and water : but if the 
party challenged shall make known© the challenge unto the officer, 
and appeaje to him for justice, the doome shall be inflict^ on the 
challenger only : the like penalty shall be indicted on all irregular 
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persons who shall make opposition or resistance against those that 
shall be commanded to bring them into the Fore. 


■’f' 
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5. Whosoever after having received merited punishment, shall 
disarme themselves and deny to execuce the duty of a Souldier any 
longer, as divers formerly have done, such one shall be drawn e to the 
head of the troopes, and have his armes taken away from him by a 
cooley, and in exchange, have delivered him a spade or the like instru- 
ment, with which he shall work for his victuals j and bis wages being 
suspended, be shall be sent borne in the first ship as a delinquent, 
if the Commander’s discretion admits not his submission and sorrow 
for his fault. 


6. If any in the Garrison shall resist or afiront his Officer upon 
the corps de Guarde, or sleepe being sentinel!, therebye to endanger 
all our welfares, he shall fen* so great an offence be punished by stand- 
ing three whole days, as according to former custome, sentinell in 
armes for the first time from the date ; but offending againe, for every 
such’ offence shall ride the horse three days, each day three hours, 
and be confined a month with no other allowance than water and rice, 

7. It is likewise ordered, that both the Officers and Souldiers in 
the Fort, shall on every Sabbath day, and on every day when they 
exercise, weare English apparcU : jbi respect the garb is- most becom- 
ing as souldiers and correspondent^ to their profession : on penalty 
of forfiting one month’s allowance on the Officer’s part, and half a 

, month’s, allowance on the Private’s souldier’s part* 

/ i Whosoever he be that shall attempt to get over the walls of the 
Fort upon any pretence whatsoever, shall for so hainous and grievous 
an offence be kept in Irons till theshiups arrival, and then his wages 
being suspended, be sent home for England, there to receive con- 
digne punishment. 

^ 9. If any private souldier shall interpose himself whilst his Officer 
is correcting any other for his misdemeanours, either by unfitting 
words or actions, thereby to stay the chastisement due unto the 
delinquent, he shall for the first fault, stand a whole day as usually 
accustomed in armes j but being found so to offend againe, for every 
time from the date after, shall ride the horse three houres. The like 
punishment to those that will not obey their Officers when they 
command them to pass upon their duty. 

10. That when the Governour, dso., shall go on board, or abroade 
on horsebaofce or in pallenkeen, it is thought fit, in respect of the 
small immber of people, that not a man shall stir out of the Fort 
until the Governor returns home; upou penalty of half a rial! of 

Merchant and Officer, and a daye’s sentinell in armes 
to the Private souldier. 


expressly forbid all swaring, cursing, banning, or 
blaspheming the sacred name of Almighty God ; and whoso shall be 
louad taulty therein, shall paye foure fannams each time; which 
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cowrse working no reforinafeion in him, shall be sent for his conn try 
by the first shipp, 

12. Wee moreover forbid any Factor, Writer, or Souldier, or any 
whomsoever under our command, to keep any woman for his beastly 
lust and carnal use ; and if from henceforth any such shall be known 
to be in the Towne, the woman to be turned out of Towne and whipt, 
and the man to receive condigne punishment for entertaining and 
keeping her company, 

IB. No souldier is to dispute or contradict any order or com- 
mand that he shall receive from his superior Officer, upon forfeiture 
of all his wages ; unless it can be proved that the said order is abso- 
lutely destructive to the Oiveli government and saifty of the Com- 
pany's Servants and Officers in this place. 

14. No person of what quality soever within the Fort, being 
within call, shall after nine of the clocke at night pass the guard or 
sentinell without giving account to them about what he is goeing ; 
which refusing to doe, shall be kept upon the guard till morning to 
answer bis contempt before the Governor and Councell. 

15. ^ For the better maintaining of good order in this Garrison, if the 
Captain, the Lieftenant, or any other Officer shall heare or certainly 
be informed, if any under theire command gives his fellows the lye, 
whereby to breed occasion of quarrell, being a word of great contempt 
and indignity to the profession of a Souldier ; we order such a one 
to be made fast to a gunn and there to receive Tenn blowes with a 
small rattan or cane, well layd on by an Officer or either by him he 
gave the lye unto. But if the lye be given on the Corps de Guard©, 
to receive Twenty blowes; and if the Officer shall connive at, or not 
throughly execute the said punishment upon such an Offender, he 
shall have a whole month's wages deducted of his accompt for each 
time he so neglected this order, and for not executing the said penalty 
for such an offienoe. Nor shall any Officer for any offence, give any 
Souldier more than four or five strokes for the present ; which if will 
not suffice, he is to be disarmed and committed to abide such due 
chastisement as the Chief Officer, with the advice of the other Officers 
in due examination, shall see cause. 

16. That the Governour be acquainted with the offence for which 
the punishment of the horse and such like graver punishments are 
appointed, before they are put in execution. 

17. Whosoever of the Company's Servants or Souldiers shall be 
absent from prayers on the Sabbath day, or on the morning on Wens- 
day, when not employed upon duty, shall for every such default on 
the Company's servants part, forfeite halfe a ryall of eight; and on 
the Sonldier's part, to stand halfe a daye's sentinell in armes, accord- 
ing to former customes. 




Appmmi. 


18. Ifo person oufe of the Eon^ble Company's pay, to keep house of 
entertainment, nor any unmarryed persons. None to be permitted 
to stay in any intertaining bouses after the eight of clocke bell in 
the evening# Lodgers excepted. 

19. No entertainment on the Lord's day, to any hut their owne 
dyeters. No gaming at cards or dice allowable in any entertaining 
house. 

20. No one person to be allowed above half a pinte of rack or brandy, 
one quarte of wine ; and a greater number pro rata. Penalty upon the 
house-keeper, one pagoda ; upon the guests, twelve fannams each, 

21. It is ordered and appointed, that all the fines or penal tys that 
are imposed and shall be received for all the Offences aforesaid, shall 
be kept in m box appointed for the purpose, for the use of the Poore, 
chiefly English# to be distributed according as the Govemour and 
GounceH shall direct.* 

2*2, If any souldier or souldiers in this our Garrison shall, either 
in their drinke or otherwise, offer any offence to any of the Natives or 
TdWiCe inhabitanee, either by striking,^ fighting, ctnaarteiiing, dr drarw- 
in^ d aworde% or the like nnseetnly misbelmideiir towarda/ 
the csotiiitry people, wee order that aB smCh ipregni>l? 

to the Port and there confined and eramlneSr nnd shall 1 
I sndi pn^hmmt as may be equivalent* to* his or their offences* 
rby standing c^nbinail inarmes, or being made fast to the breech 
of agston, shall receive so many stripes as his Officers shall think filtfe 
to appoint, not* exceeding No,. 10# unless the Governonr be first made 
acsquainted with it ; or shall ride the horse so many hotires, and so 
often as the Govemour shall think meet to determine. 

28. Whosoever shall take anything perforce from any markit f olke, 
pretending, to have it at what price they please, shall pay double the 
vanue. 

W. LAKOHoau'. 


God save the Kino. 

Copied from the originall and examined by me, 


William Eivett. 


These orders were taken off the Corps du Guard, and new Orders 
put up by the Govemour and CouncelL 
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^^‘Foet St. Gteoege, Januaet 1677— 8, 

THUESDAX the BIsT*— At a CoHSHBTATIQir. 

Present 

'Stkbyhshah Mastee, Esq., Agmi cmd Gonemcmr. 

Mr. Joseph Hymnees, j Mr, John Brihg-er, 

„ Timothy Wilkes, 1 „ Jacob Smith. 

For regulating the Hon^'ble Company’s Affaires for the better 
carrying on the same, it is ordered and dkeeted as followeth ; — 

1. That the printed directions made by the Court of Committee 
in London, the 18th December 1667, for the Ohnstian and sober 
comportment of all the Hoh’ble Company’s Servants, be hung up in 
the Chappell and dining roome, to be observed accordingly. 

2. That the Councell do meet to consult of the Hon’ble Com- 
pany’s Affaires every Monday and Thursday, and oftener as business 
shall require, and this entry is to be taken by all the Councell as a 
due summons ; yet the Secretary is hereby ordered himself in per- 
son, or by one of the Factors or Writers under him, to summon all 
the Members of the Councell every Monday and Thursday, about 
8 o’clock ip the morning ; and every time any of the Councell shall 
be absent, the^ Secretary is hereby required to enter at the begin* 
ning of such Consultation, these words: — The whole Councell 
being duly summoned.’* 

3. For all monys to be paid out of cash, that the second .or BpAk* 
keeper, with the Agent’s leave, shall draw bills dir^ted to the 

or who shall keep the cash under him; in which Bills he is ,to express 
the partys name to whom and the account upon which the mony is 
to be paid ; which Bills, the second is first toaignei, leaving room for 
the Agent, as is practised at Surratt ; and the said Bills are to be 
read and passed in the Councell every Councell day after any such 
are drawn, and the Secretary to noat the same accordingly. 

4. That the Generali bookes of accounts be hallanced the last d^y 
of April yearly and kept according to the method ^used at Surratt a 
pair of which hosokes, Letter AL, are delivered to Mr. Joseph Hymners 
fm' bis direction therein. 

5. That the accounts of sallary of the Rouble Gompany’s Ser- 
vants that serve them in their Mercantile affairs, be kept and entered 
In the Generali bookes by the Booke^keeper or second, according to 
the Hon’Me Company’s printed mles, and not ent^ed in a pairs of 
bookes apart by the Purser General, as heretofore. 

3, ' That the WaK^uuse-ke-eper m thlrdin Councell do kee|j Ware- 
hause bookes, agreeable to the Hon’ble Company’s orders in their 
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printed rales, for all goods delivered, received or bought; and that 
he take and draw* up the accounts and invoices of all goods sold or 
bought and packed by him ; from which accounts of the Warehouse- 
keeper, the second or Booke-keeper is to enter the same into the 
Generali Bookes and the Generali invoices, they being his vouchers 
so to do. 


7. That the Choultry Justice, Customer, or fourth in Counoell do 
take care to receive and collect all the rents and Eevennes of the 
Towne of Madrasspatnam, except that of the Mint, and keep two 
distinct bookes of the same, one of the accounts of all petty land 
Customs received of the Indians, Ac., upon goods imported ; at the 
beginning of which booke-every year, he must enter the rates of the 
Customs, the manner of gathering the same, and in the booke, the 
particulars of the goods which the same is collected, and at the end 
of this booke, the particulars of the Oorne received for Toil in the 
Paddy Banksall and what the same was sold for, and also what 
received monthly for the Company’s part of the Weigher’s duty, and 
for registering houses, stands, &c. : and one other book of the accounts 
of all Sea and Land Customes received of Christians and Indians 
upon goods imported and exported that is usually joyned together ; 
at the beginning of which booke also, he must yearljr enter the rates, 
and the manner of collecting the said customes, and in the booke the 
particulars of the goods on which, and the men’s names from whom 
the same is received. Also, be must take care to receive the Praights 
due to theHon’ble Company for all goods laden upon their shipps 
and* Vessells and duly to enter the same in this booke ; and in the 
said booke, he must make entry of all shipps and vessells that anchor 
in this port, the place they come from, the day they sayle, and the 
place they are bound unto. At the end of both bookes to make 
tables or abbreviates of every month’s collections, that the whole 
year’s Income may appear together and be more readily compared 
with the Generali bookes; and he is alsoe to keepe the Eegiscer 
bookes for all private trade, as is appointed in the Indulgence of 
16th ISTovember 1674, and notice thereof given at the foot of the 
said Indulgence, hung up in the Chappell. 

8. That the Customer, Mint Master (when there is one in that 
office), and Pay Master, or any two of them, do every Tuesday and 
Pryday sitt in the Choultry to do the common Justice of the Towne 
as usuall ; and do take care that the Scrivan of the Choultry do duly 
register all sentences in Portuguez as formerly, and that there be 
an exact Register kept of all alienations or sales of slaves, houses, 
gardens, boates, shipps, &c. ; the Company’s due for the same to 
be received by the Customer, and^ the Bills or Certificates for such 
sales to be signed by the persons in the offices aforesaid, or any two 
of them. 






- 9. That the Mint Master (there not being one particularly appoint- 
edjfeo that place at present, Mr, Joseph Hymners, who hath had it m 
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his charge the last seven yeares, is desired still to continue it until 
the Hon’ble Oompany^s further order), do keepe two bookes. One of 
the particular account of the coyning of the Hon’ble Company's gold ; 
the other of the gold coyned for all other persons, and what the 
Hoii’ble Company do receive for Mintage duty thereupon ; and that 
he do not suffer any gold to be coyned in the Mint, but what he shall 
make a due entry of in the said booke. 

10. That the Purser General or Pay Master do take charge of all 
stores, of all manner of expences, buildings, reparations, &c., and of 
the concerns of Deceased men, and to keepe three bookes of Accounts 
and Eegisters, as followeth : — 

1. — A booke of the account of all the Ammunition and Stores belong- 
ing to the Garrison, and the expence thereof entered every month; 
for which the Master Gunner, Gentleman of the Armeg, the Armourer- 
smith and Carpenters, must give due and monthly account to him, 

2. — A booke of all expenoes of the Garrison and other necessary 
and insident charges, in severall and distinct accounts. At the end 
of which booke to make a table of the whole yearns expenses in severall 
colums, under the heads or titles used in the Generali bookes, by 
which they may more easily be compared ; and he is to see that the 
Stewards do keepe a booke of the accounts of the daily expence of 
dyet for the Company’s generall table. 

S. — A booke for Registering of Wills and Testament and Inventorys 
of deceased persons, the moneys so received to be paid into the Com- 
pany’s cash ; and in the same booke to keepe a Register of Births, 
Christenings, Marryages and Burialls, of ail English men and women 
within this Towne. 

11. That the Secretary do take care duly to summon the Counceil 
every Monday and Thursday morning at 8 o’clock as before directed, 
and to enter all Consultations in the booke appointed for that purpose, 
and all other occurrences and observations in the manner of a Dyary ; 
and also a Register of all Passes given ; and to take care that double 
coppy bookes of letters received and sent, be duly and fairly wrote 
% the I'actors and Writers appointed thereunto, and marginali noats 
and alphabetts made to the Consultation bookes and coppy bookes 
of letters. All the bookes to be finished the last day of December, 
yearly. One coppy to be laid up here, and one to be sent home upon 
the shipps ; and what most material! shall come to hand or be done 
afterward, to be sent in loose papers in the paoketts to the Hon’ble 
Company ; and that he take care to draw out lists of the Hon’ble 
Company’s Servants, in the forme prescribed by them, and all other 
English inhabiting in this Towne, to be sent to the Hon’ble Company 
yearly, as they require. 

12. That all the fore-mentioned Bookes and Eegisters be every 
month (after the month is expired and the needful entrjs made 
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therein), the next Oounoell day after, brought to the Couiicell, and 
there read and passed, and the Secretary to iioafce the same. 

13. That all the fore-mentioned persons unto whom the Bookes, 
Accounts, Registers, &c., before directed, be incharged, do take care 
to gett duplicates of the same fairly wrote every year, with the tran- 
scribers names to them ; one of which duplicates to be sent for Eng- 
land to the Hon’ble Company, and the other to be laid up in the 
Counoeil Chamber in tbe^ Fort, until the Hon^bie Company shall 
please to appoint the building of convenient places or offices for every 
one of the said persons, as the Booke-keeper, Warehouse-keeper, the 
Customer, the Mint Master, the Purser Generali or Pay Master, and 
the Secretary, wherein the said bookes and registers may be distinctly 
kept, and where the said persons may keepe such their business for 
the Company in decent order, and the persons employed under them 
may have convenienoy to write in, all which is exceedingly wanting 
at present, there being hot one place within the Fort (but the Coun- 
celi Chamber) fitt for such uses. 

14 For lessening the charges of the Garrison, ’tis ordered that 
the two companies of Sonldyers be reduced to 80 men each company, 
as was agreed in Consultation the 3rd March 1675, Mr. Walter Clavell 
4 and Mr. Wm. Puckle being then present at the Oounoell ; axid there 
being 25 men above' that number now mustered, Captain Onealp and 
Captain Lieutenant Betts were sent for and ordered to discharge 
them ; and to keepe in the two companies no more than 80 Private 
eentxnells and Oorporalls, besides Drums and Sarjeants, as 
aforesaid ; and ’tis ordered that about 50 of ihe black guards or peons 
be discharged at this time, and so many in a month or two after as 
may reduce the number to no more than shall appear to be absolutely 
necessary, it not being convenient to turne off too many at once. 

15. That except by the Members of this Couucell, those that have 
formerly been in that quality, Ghiefes of Factorys, Commanders of 
the sbipps out of England, and the Chaplains, Euudells shall not 
be worne by any men in this Towne, without the Governour's per» 
mission ; and by no woman below the degree of Factors* wives and 
Ensignes’ wives, except by such as the Governour shall permitt. 

This last clause to be put up at the Fort gate for publike view. 

(Signed) Streynsham Master, 

„ Joseph Hymners, 

„ Jno. Bridger, 

„ Timothy Wilkes, 

„ Jacob Smith, 

), John Nicks, Secretary. 

No. IV. Rules and REGUiiiTiONs eor the Government op the Civil 

AND Military established by Mr. Streynsham Master, 1678. 

[The following rules and regulations were established by Mr. 

Streynsham Master in the room of those instituted by Sir William 
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Langhorn are equally curious and illustrative. We extract the C0E« 
suifcadouin full.] 

Fort St. Gborgb, October, 1678. 

Monday the 28th, at a Consultation. 

Present: 

Streynsham Master, Esq, Agent and Governor. 

Mr. Joseph Hymners, I Mr. John Bridge r. 

„ Timothy Wilkes, 1 


The Orders agreed upon last Consultation day for the good Go- 
^ vernment of all the Hou’ble Company’s Ser- 

Go^oramenrnow lead being drawn np, were now 

and passed. read, severall amendments made therein, agreed 

upon and passed and ordered to be entered 
hereunder, and that those orders which concern persons in the Civil 
employments shall first be read in the Chappell upon Sunday next, 
and those orders which concern persons in the Military employments 
shall be read to the Garrison upon the muster on Thursday next. 

Ordered that those orders put up by Sir Wil- 
liam Langhorn in y® Corps du Guard be 
downe from thence and copied into the Con- 
sultation booke of his Agency, that they may 
remain to be produced upon any occasion. 
(Signed) Strbynsham Master, Governour^ 


Those Orders put up 
by Sir Wm. Langhorn, 
to be copied in the 
Consultation booke of 
his Agency. 


Joseph Hymners, 

„ John Bridger, 

„ Timothy Wilkes, 

„ John Micks, ( Secretary . 

Orders made by us, the Agent and Governour and Couucell for 
Affaires of the Hon’ble English East India Company upon the Coasfe 
of Coromandell and in y® Bay of Bengali (for advancing the Glory 
of God, upholding the Honor of the English Nation, and the pre- 
venting divers Disorders) to be observed by all Persons in the Civill 
employments in the said Hon’ble Company’s Service. 

Forasmuch as by Persons of all Professions, the Name of God 
ought to be hallowed, his service attended upon. 

Orders to be obse^- gig blessing upon men’s endeavours sought 

^viUiSpTyTente*^® by daily prayers, as the quallity therefore of 
^ ^ * our place and imployment requires, and in 

discharge of our duty both to God and man, First we doe Christainly 
admonish every one imployed in the service of the Hon’ble English 
East India Company, to abandon lying, swearing, curseing, drunken- 
ness, nncleanness, prophanabion of the Lord’s-day, and all other sinfnll 
practices, and not to be out of the Fort or from their bouses or lodg- 
ings late at night, nor absent from or neglect morning and evening 
Prayer, or doe any other thing to the dishonor of Almighty God, tha 
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corruption of goodmanners, or against the peace of the government : 
but if any will not beare us admonishing them, we doe (by virtue 
of the power derived unto us from the Hon’ble the Goveniour and 
Company of Merchants of London trading into the East Indies, and 
by authority of the King’s Majesty’s Royall Charter to them granted) 
order and appoint that whomvsoever shall be found guilty of the fol- 
lowing o^ences shall undergoe the penalty s hereunto annexed : — 

1. Whosoever (that lodgeth within the Eort) shall remaine out of 
y* Fort all night (without Licence from the Goveniour) or be found 
absent at the time of shutting the Gates after the Tattoo (without a 
reasonable excuse) shall pay 20 fanaras to the use of the noore, or 
sett one whole day publickly in the stocks. 

2. Whosoever shall profane the name of God by swearing or curs- 
ing, he shall pay foure fanams to the use of the poore for every oath 
or curse, and in case of non-payment after demand, the said summe 
shall be leyyed by distress, and in defect of such distress, the o:ffiender 
shall sett in the stocks three bowers. 

3. Whosoever shall be guilty of lying, shall pay foure fanams for 
y poore for every such offence, 

4. Whosoever shall apeare to be drunke, shall pay 20 fanams for 
the use of the poore for every offence, and in case of non-payment 
after demand, the said summe shall be levyed by distress, and in defect 
of such di8tresSJ^ the offender shall sett in the stocks six bowers, 

, Whosoever lodges within the Fort (whither actually in the 
Son’bleCompany’s service or not) that shall be absent from the pubiike 
prayers morning and evening on the weeke dayes (without a* lawful! 
excuse) shall pay foure fanams for the poore, or be confined one whole 
weeke within the Fort for every such default ; and whosoever Christian 
any* Hon’ble Company’s service in this Town (except Papists) that shall 
be absent from the pubiike prayers morning or evening on the Lord’s- 
day (without a lawfall excuse) shall pay foure fanams for y* poore for 
every such default, and in case of non-payment after demand, the said 
summe shall be leyyed by distress and sale of the offenders goods, and 
in default of such distress, the offender shall suffer imprisonment untill 
payment of the said summe soe forfeited by law. 

6. If any by these penaltys will not be reclaimed from these vices, 
or if any shall be found guilty of adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
or any such crime, and will not be reclaimed, they shall be sent for 
England, there to receive condigne punishment. 

7. For the preservation of the security and good government of 
this Fort and Towne, it is ordered and declared that if any person 
whatsoever living in or belonging unto this Towne and Government 
shall make any disturbance upon the Corps du Guard, or goe into the 
Field to deside a (juarrell with the sword or other arms or weapons or 
shall attempt to getfe over the walls of the Fort, or other Fortifications 
of the Towne, or shall sell, embezzle, or conveigh away any ammuni- 
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tion belonging to the Honorable Company, or lurnisb the enemy 
therewith or with any other arms or ammunition, or shall keep cor- 
respondence with any declared Enemy to the English without the 
u-overnour\s knowledge and permission, or shall raise sedition, make 
or abett any naubiny or insurrection against the Grovernment, or shall 
endeavour to destroy or to deliver up any Fort bulwart, magazine, 
house or place of strength, or any ship or vesseil belonging to the 
English to any enenay whatsoever, or that shall give any affront to the 
uovemour, or strike the Grovernour or any of the Conncell, or lay 
violent hands upon any of them, or conspire to imprison the Gover- 
nour, or that shall conirnitt any such like offence against the good 
place and government, every person or persons soe 
offending of whatsoever Nation or religion, whither in the Honorable 
Oompanies service or not, he or they shall answer for evry such 
offence before the Governour and Oouncell, and shall suffer such 
paynes and penal tys for the same as is apointed in the Articles and 
Orders of this Garrison, or shall be otherwise punished as to the 
Governour and Coumjell shall seem meet and convenient, and the 
quality and circumstances of the offence shall meritt. 

8. These orders shall be read in the Church or Ohappell twice int 
the yeare, that is upon the Sunday next after Christmas day, and 
upon the Sunday next after midsumer day, in the forenoone after 
Divine service, that none may pretend ignorance thereof, and all 
persons concerned therein are hereby strickbly charged and com- 
manded to give due observance and not to act contrary to the same, 
upon paine of undergoing y* penaltys apointed, and suffering further 
displeasure. In confirmation whereof we have hereunto sett our 
hands and the Honorable Company’s Seale, the 28th day of October, 
Anno Domini 1678, and in the 30th yeare of the Baigne of Our 
Sovereigne Lord Charles the Second, by the Grace of God, King of 
England, Scotland, Frauce and Ireland, Defender of the Faith. 


One of the Factors or Writers shall he 
monthly apointed by the Governour to note 
and collect the forfeitures and to pay the 
same to the Overseers of the poore. 


(Signed) Stebynsham Master, 

5, J OSEEH HyMNERS, 

,, John Bridger, 

»f Timothy Wilkes. 

tf. John Nicks, fSeeretary. 
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Articles and Orders made by us, the Agent and G-overnour and 
Councell of Fort St. George, Madraspatam (for advancing the Glory 
of God, upholding the Honor of the English Nation, and the prevent- 
ing divers Disorders), to be observed by all Persons of this Garrison 
in the Military imployments in the Service of the Honorable English 
East India Company. 

Forasmuch as by Persons of all professions, the Name of God 
ought to be hallowed, his service attended 
Orders to beobsemd blessing upon men’s endeavours 

Mitery imrio^ents.® so“gtii by daily prayers, as the qnallity there- 
fore of our place and imployment I’eqnires, and 
in discharge of our duty both to God and man, First, we doe Christianly 
admonish every one imployed in the service of the Honorable English 
East India Company to abandon lying, swearing, eurseing, drunken- 
ness, uncleanness, prophanation of the Lord’a-day, and all other sinfull 
practices, and not to sleep, be drunk, or abusive upon or absent from 
their watch, or from their houses or quarters late at night, nor absent 
from or neglect morning and evening Prayers, nor committ any offence 
or the dishonor of Almighty God, the corruption of good manners or 
against the peace of the government ; but if any will not heare us 
admonishing them, we doe, (by virtue of the power derived unto us 
from the Honorable the Governour and Company of Merchants. of 
London trading into the East Indies, and by authority of the Hinges 
Majesty^s Boyall Charter to them granted) order and apoint that 
whomsoever shall be found guilty of the following offences shall 
tmdergoe the penal tys hereunto annexed : — 

1. If any shall profane the Name of God by swearing or eurseing 
be shall pay foure fanams to the use of the poore for every oath or 
curse, and in ease of non-payment after demand, the said sumrae shall 
be leveyed by distress, and in defect of such distress, the offender 
shall sett in the stocks three bowers. 

2, If any shall be guilty of lying, be shall pay foure fanams for y*" 
poore for every such offence, or stand six bowers sentinel! in armour, 

3. If any shall apeare to be drunke, he shall pay 20 fanams for 
the use of the poore for every offence, and in case of non-payment after 
demand, the said summe shall be levyed by distress, and in defect of 
such distress, the offender shall sett in the stocks six howers. 

4, If any (except Papists) that are upon the Guard within y® Fort 
shall be absent from the publike prayers morning or evening on y® 
weekedays (except a lawfull occasion hindreth), he shall pay foure 
fanams for the poore or stand six howers sentinel! in armour for every 
such default ; and whosoever Christians in the Hon’ble Company’s 
service in this Towne or Garrison (except Papists) that shall be absent 
from the publike prayers morning or evening on the Lord’s-day 
(without a lawfull excuse), shall pay foure fanams for the poore for 
every such default, and in case of non-payment after demand, the said 
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summe shall be levyed by distress and sale of the offenders goods and 
in default of such distress the offender shall suffer imprisonment until 
payment of the said summe soe forfeited by law* 

5. Noe person shall goe off from his watch or guard without leave 
from him that hath the command of that Guard, upon penalty of for* 
feiting one day’s pay for the poore; and if any person shall lye off 
from his guard in the night without leave from the head Officer them 
present upon the Maine guard in the Port, whether he be subordinate 
Officer or Soldier, he shall forfeit halfe a mouth’s pay for the poore, 
or be punished at the discretion of the Gouncell of Officers ; and if 
the head Officer at the Maine guard shall lye of at night without y"* 
Go vernour’s leave, be shall nndergoe the same penalty; and if any 
shall offend herein when the Governour is out of the Towoe, the penalty 
shall be doubled. 

6. If any Oentinell shall be taken asleep whilst he is upon his 
duty or watch standing centinell in any place, or depart from his sta- 
tion before he is relieved, he shall pay one month’s pay to the use of 
the poore and shall also ride the wooden horse three severall days, 
three bowers at a time, and then be confined a month in irons with 
allowance of rice and water and forfeit that month’s pay to the Hoa’bla 
Company. 

7. If any shall strike, resist, oppose or affront, his superior Officer 
in act or word upon the Corps du Guard, or in any other place, he shall 
be tyed neck and beels for two or three bowers at the first, and be 
otherwise punished afterward according to the importance of the fact. 

8. If any person shall create any disturbance, quarrell, or draw 
his sword upon the Guard, he shall be tyed neck and heels for the 
present, and afterward the case being examined, shall be further 
punished as the fact may deserve. 

9. If any two or more persons shall dare to goe into the field to 
desire a quarrel! between them with swords or other arms or weapons, 
they shall suffer two mouths’ imprisonment, and befedd with rice and 
water, and that two months’ pay shall be forfeited to the Hon'ble Com-* 
pany ; but if the party challenged shall make known the challenge, 
the punishment shall be inflicted upon the challenger. 

10. If any Soldier shall refuse to obey bis Officer, or dispute or 
contradict any order that shall be given him by his Commanding 
Officer, he shall ride the wooden horse for two or three bowers, or 
be otherwise punished according to the quality of the offence, 
except it can be proved that the said order is unlawful!, or absolutely 
destructive or prejuditiall to the peace or government, and then such 
Soldier is presently to give notice of it to the Governour or to one 
of the Councell, and the Officer shall be punished for the same as the 
case deserves. 
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11. That officer that hath the Oommand of the Main guard in y® 
Fort, shall every evening goe to the Governour for orders^ and the 
Serjeants shall attend in the Fort to receive them from the said Chief 
officer, and carry them to the Gentlemen of the Councell and the 
Commission Officers, and the word is to be given to the Gentlemen 
of the Connceil and to the Officers of the Garrison, that is to the Com- 
mission officers, y® Marshall, Sarjeants, Corporalls and Bounders, and 
to none others ; and if any shall give the word to any others except 
by the Governour’s order and permission, he shall lose his office and 
shall suffer such further paine or penalty for the same as the quality 
and circumstances thereof shall deserve. 

12. If any Soldier upon the beat of Brume, not being imployed 
upon duty, or sick, or out of Towne with leave, does not repaire to 
his collours and there remain and do and perform what he is com- 
manded untill he have leave of the Officer then in command to depart 
he shall lye in irons untill the Councell of Officers sett, and then be 
otherwise punish t for such his contempt at the discretion of the 
Connceil of Officers. 

13. The Commission officers shall not faile to drill or exercise 
their Company’s once a weeke, or at the least once in a fortnight, 
upon y® penalty of forfeiting one month’s pay to the use of the poore 
for every such neglect, 

14 Whosoever shall attempt to get over the walls of the Fort, or 
any of the walls, curtains, or b^tions of the Towne upon any pretence 
whatsoever, he shall suffer one month’s imprisonment in irons and 
be kept with rice and water, and that month’s pay to be forfeited to 
the Hon’ble Company, or be otherwise punisht as the circumstances 
of the offence shall deserve. 

15. If any English or others sent by the Hon’ble Company or 
belonging to the English ships shall desert their service without 
licence, and voluntary returne and come to serve in this Garrison, 
such persons shall serve five years de nova from the time of the said 
returne, the two first years as private sentinells at ten fanams per 
mensem less than the usual pay of the Garrison, and the three last 
years at the usual pay ; and if any persons deserting the Hon’ble 
Company’s service shall be taken and returned by force, they shall 
serve five years de novo at such pay as is before exprest, and shall 
also ride the horse for three days, three bowers at a time ; and if 
any Officer or other shall know of any Soldier deserting his collours, 
or any other person being run away, and doth not immediately 
acquaint the Governour therewith, he shall loose his office or forfeit 
a month’s pay to the Hon’ble Company. 

K 16. If any person shall send or permitt to be sent or carried out 
of the Fort, or out of any other magazine or store-house belonging 
to the Hon’ble Company, any amunition, as powder, shell, arms, match 
or provisions, without the Governour’s order or acquainting him there- 
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with, all such persons shall loose their offices, and be severely pro- 
ceeded against. 

17. Noe Eoman Catholick or Papist, wither English or of any 
other nation shall bears any office in this Garrison, and shall have 
no more pay than 80 fanams per mensem as private sentinalls, and 
the pay of those of the Portugeze nation, as Europeans, Musteeses, 
and Topasees, is from seventy to forty fanams per mensem. 

18. If any officer or soldier shall desert his coll ours or station that 
shall be apointed him to defend in time of service, and shall not do 
his utmost to destroy the enemy as he shall be commanded, or shall 
flye over to the enemy, such officer or soldier shall be proceeded 
against and suffer as a tray tor to his King and country, 

19. If any person without the Governour^s knowledge and consent 
shall give intelligence or hold any correspondence with any that are 
declared enemies to the English, or that shall emhezzeil or destroy 
any arms or amunition of the Honorable Company's*, or furnish the 
enemy therewith, or with any other arras or amunition, such persons 
shall be proceeded against as a Traytor. 

20. If any person shall raise sedition, make or abett any mutiny 
or insurrection against the Government, or shall contrive or endea- 
vour either himself or intice or corrupt any other to fire or destroy 
or deliver up the Port, Towne, or any biilwart, magazine, house or 
place of strength therein, or any ship or vessell belonging to the 
English, to any enemy whatsoever, such person or persons shall be 
proceeded against and suffer as Traytors to their King and country. 

21. If any officer shall strike a Soldier without offence given, or 
otherwise according to the use and custorae of discipline military, be 
shall answear it at the Councell of Officers and make recompence for 
the same; nor shall any Ofidcer stx'ike a private Soldier for any 
offence or fault more than three or foure strokes, and if the offence 
requires further or greater punishment it shall be ordered by a Con- 
sultation of the officers, and such officer as shall offend herein, shall 
give such reasonable satisfaction as shall be awarded for the same. 

22. He that shall take any thing by force from any markett people, 
shopkeeper, or other person, pretending to have it at what price he 
please, shall pay treble the value thereof to the party grieved ; and 
if any person shall abuse any of the Natives or Towne inhabitants, 
by striking, frighting, quarrelling, drawing their swords or the like, 
such persons shall be carried before one of the Justices of the 
Choultry, and being thereof convicted, shall be punisht as may be 
equivalent to the offence, by standing sentinall in armour or by lying 
in the stocks, and made fast to the britcb of a gun or a tree or post, 
shall there be beaten or whipt, or suffer such like punishments as shall 
be apointed by the said Justice or Jiistices ; and the said punishments 
shall be infiicted publikely at the Choultry or in the open streete, to 
the end that Natives may be satisfied of the justice done them ; and if 
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any person be maimed or wounded in such quarrell, recompence shall 
be made for the same by paying? for the cure and for other damages, 
as the Justice or Justices shall judge fitt. 

23. If any Soldier shall breake or loose his arms, he shall pay for 
the same or for the mending of them ; and if any shall shoot off a 
muskect, ordnance, or other fire arms, upon any occasion than as 
usual upon sentinall duty, saluteing of ships, or upon command of 
his officer, he shall pay for the powder half fanam for every muskett, 
and 80 fanams for every ordnance; and if any harme or damage 
accreweth thereby, he shall and must answer the law in such case 
which is very severe. 

24. None shall be inlisted or mustered to serve in the Garrison, 
nor be discharged of the service without the Governonr’s order or 
permission ; nor shall the Officers muster one man for another, upon 
paine of forfeiting one month’s pay to the Hon’ble Company for every 
such offence. 

25. None {except the Commission officers and Chief gunner) shall 
goe three miles out of the Towne or on board the ships in the road 
without a pass from the Governour, upon penalty of forfeiting half 
a month’s pay for every such offence, to the use of the poore ; and 
the Commission officers and the chief gunner shall have^ leave to goe 
upon their parole without the pass; and if any under officer or 
soldier shall have the Governour’s leave to lye out of Towne foure and 
twenty houres or longer, he shall find a man to serve in his roome, 
untill his returne ; and if any officer or soldier shall stay out longer 
then the time granted by the Governour upon paroll or in the pass, 
such a one shall forfeit his pay to the poore for every day he is absent 
beyond the limited time, and be further punisht as the offence shall 
merit. The Gentleman of the Armes for writeing those passes shall 
have half fanam for a pass with a single name, and one fanam for a 
pass with more then one name in it, and one day’s pay for a discharge 
of the service. 

26. All officers, soldiers and other persons receiving the Honor- 
able Company’s pay within this Garrison shall apeare in person, and 
in case of sickness apoint one for them, and make demand of their pay 
every month upon call of drumeon the pay day, and in default thereof 
they shall forfeit the same to the Hon’ble Company; and the Pay- 
master shall suffer noe stoppage of any persons monthly pay upon 
any other demands or pretences, without the consent of the party, 
then for these following : — 

For Dyett mony not exceeding 40 fanams per mensem, which is to 
be demanded every month at the pay day, and if the Creditor shall 
deferr or delay demanding the same longer then two months, they 
shall stand to the curtesie of the Debtor for the payment thereof ; 
for doeing duty one for another; for clothing and desent and fitting 
garb becomeing a soldier, and as shall be used and ordered in the 
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Garrison ; for the raarshaii fees ; and for the fines, amercements, and 
penaitys awarded for breach of these orders. 

27. If any man shall be found guilty of adultry, fornication, nn* 
cleanness, or any such crime, or shall keep any woman company in an 
unlawful way and refuseth to marry her, or will not be reclaimed from 
such wickedness, he shall be kept in prison for soe long time as the 
Governour and Oounceil shall judge convenient, and be allowed noe 
other Dyetb then rice and water ; his pay for such time shall be for- 
feited to the Company, and if after all he will not be reclaimed, he 
shall be sent to England, there to receive condigne punishment. 

28. If any officer, soldier, or other person shall give any aSront 
or disrespect to the Governour in word or deed, or shall offer to strike 
or lay violent hands upon the Governour or any of the Councell, or 
shall attempt or conspire to imprison the Governour, such person or 
persons soe offending shall loose his and their office and all imploy- 
ment in this Garrison for ever, and suffer six months^ imprisonment, 
and during that time shall every Munday and Thursday in the after- 
nooue ride the horse for three houres, and after releasement shall 
never weare a sword or other arms within this jurisdiction. , 

29. And that this Towne and Garrison may be preserved in secu- 
rity and good government, it is declared and ordered that if any per- 
son whatsoever living in or belonging unto this Towne (though not 
in Military imployments), shall breake these orders, that is in crea- 
ting any quarrells or disturbance upon the Corps du Guard, or shall 
goe into tne field to decide a quarrell with the sword or other arms or 
weapons, or shall attempt to gett over the walls of the Port or other 
Fortifications of the Towne, or shall embesszle, sell or conveigh any 
amunition away belonging to the Hon^ble Company, or furnish y® 
enemy therewith, or with any other arms or amunition, or shall keep 
correspondency with any declared enemy without the Governour's 
knowledge and permission, or shall raise sedition, make or abett any 
mutiny or insurrection against the- Government, or shall endeavour to 
destroy, or to deliver up any Fort, Magazine, or place of strength, or 
any ship belonging to the English to any their enemy s whatsover, or 
shall offer any affront to the Governour, or shall strike the Governour 
or any of the Oounceil, or lay violent hands upon any of them, or 
shall conspire to imprison the Governour, or any such like offence 
against the good and safety of the place and government, every such 
person or persons so offending, of whatsoever nation or religion, whi- 
ther in the Honorable Company’s service or not, he or they shall 
answer for every such offence before the Governour and Oounceil and 
shall suffer such paines and penaitys for the same as are apointed in 
these articles, or otherwise as to the Governour and Oounceil shall 
seeme meet and convenient, and as the quality and circumstances of 
the offence shall meritt. 

30 . That these articles may be the better observed, and thereby 
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the Garrison and Government preserved in due order, the Governonr 
and Conncell having ocher weighty affairs to attend, have thought fict 
and doe hereby order and apoint that there shall be a Oouncell of 
three or more of the Commission officers who shall sittin some roome 
in the Fort every Tuesday at eight of the clock in the forenoone and 
oftener as occasions require, and such Commission officers not under 
the number of three, all being duely summoned by the Provost Mar- 
shall or one for him, are hereby authorized and apointed to take cog- 
nizance of, and examine offenders against these orders, and to award 
the punishments accordingly as is herein afterward limited and apoint- 
ed ; in which Oouncell of officers, the Chief officer in degree of them 
present shall take the chaire, and the other officers sett according to 
their degrees, among whom the Provost Marshall is nob to sett as one, 
and the Gentleman of the Arraes shall always be “the Gierke to the 
#aM Councell of officers, and sett at the lower end of the table to enter 
their proceedings and sentences in a Booke to be kept in y* Port Regis- 
ter; and if any of the Gomraission officers shall refuse or neglect to 
attend at the said Oouncell, they shall forfeit their office, or suffer 
such other penalty as the Governour and Councell shall apoint. 

3L If any offence or misdemeanour shall be committed by any 
officer or soldier, which is, not mentioned in these articles, or which 
shall l|^ppen between one soldier and another of this Garrison, the 
said Commission officers are hereby authorized and im powered to bkke 
. cognizance thereof, and award such fine or other punishment for the 
'"mme as is reasoinable and customary, and as to them shall seem meet ; 
’ "hut'this Oouncell of officers shall not take cognizance of any action 
of debt or demand relating to the Civil government, except any per- 
sons by consent of partys shall refer any such case to their arbitra- 
ment. 

32. All offences of a high nature and especially betng committed 
by any Commission officer, shall be tryed by the Governour and 
Oouncell, and the Oouncell of officers shall not sett upon any great 
off'ence wichoub first acquainting the Governour therewith and receive 
bis allowance to proceed thereupon ; and when they shall have agreed 
upon any sentence they shall send their clerke to inform the Gover- 
nour thereof ; and if any person or persons sliall find themselves 
agrieved by the sentence of the Councell of officers, they shall and 
may appeal from the same to the Governour and Oouncell, and then 
the case shall be heard and judged by them according to equity and 
the meritbs of the offence ; but for small punishments for misdemean- 
ours noe appeals are allowed. 

33. Provided allways that if any officer, soldier, or other person 
of this Garrison shall committ any offence against any of the inhabit- 
ants of the Towne, or other person that is not in Military imployment, 
or if any such person shall abuse a soldier or other person of the 
Garrison, and in all such cases where any officer, soldier or other 
person hath complaint or demand upon any person of the Garrison, 
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or any person demand upon a soldier or oflaeer, or other person of the 
Garrison, upon any action of debt, account, or such like relating to 
y' Civil Magistrate, the Oouncell of officers are not to meddle therein # 
but y“ Justice or Justices of the Choultry shall take cognizance 
thereof, and award such fine and punishment thereupon as to him or 
them shall seeme meet and agreeable to law and equity, soe allways as 
apeala are allowed from such sentence of the Justice or Justices to 
y* Court of Judicature, as was ordered the 18th March 1677-8* 

34* And that all o^enders against these orders may be duly 
puuisht and thereby others restrayned from the like crimes, and soe 
the peace and tranquility of the Garrison and inhabitants firmly 
settled, there is a Provost Marshall apointed, who by his commissioa 
and instructions is to take charge of, and safely to keepe all persons 
y* shall be committed to him, and to execute all sentences that shall 
be awarded by the Governour and Oouncell, or by the Justice or 
Justices of the Choultry or by the Oouncell of officers, and to doe all 
other things according to his said Commission and instructions ; and 
if the said Provost Marshall shall refuse to receive or keep any 
prisoner committed to his charge, or suffer him to escape being once 
in his custody, or dismiss him without order, he shall be lyable ta 
the same punishment which should have been inflicted upon the 
party dismissed or permitted to escape, or such other punishment as 
the Governour and Oouncell shall think fitt; and if he shall be 
negligent or remiss in his office and through favour or fear not 
execute the punishments awarded as he shall be commanded, for the 
first offence he shall be fined a month’s pay, ,for tlie second, two 
months’ pay, and for the third be put out of his office, or otherwise 
punisht as the Governour and Councell shall think fitt, 

35. If any person being required by the said Marshall to assist 
him in the performance and execution of his office according to hia 
coramissiori, shall disobey or refuse soe to assist the Marshall, he shall 
forfeit one month’s pay for the use of thepoore for every such offence 
and be further punisht as the circumstances and quality of the offence 
shall deserve ; and if the Marshall upon needful occasion shall require 
any officer to send a guard for his assistance, and the officer refuseth 
soe to doe, the Marshall hath power to command the soldiers from 
the officer, and if any soldier refuseth to obey such command of the 
Marshall, the officer and the soldiers shall both be punished as afore- 
said. 

36. The Provost Marshall hath authority of himselfe to take any 
person that shall offend against these orders and commit him to pri- 
son or put him in irons, and then forthwith he shall acquaint the 
Governour of the whole fact, and from him receive orders to presenli 
the tryall of the offender either by the Governour and Councell, or 
by the Justices of the Choultry, or by the Councell of officers; but if 
the Marshall shall commit any person upon bis own head that is noe 
offender, for the advantjage of his fees only, which is a day’s pay of the 
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person committed, he shall be fined for the same as the G*overnour 
and Oouncell shall apomt. 

37. The Marshall is to give notice to the Governour and Councell, 
to the justice or Justices of the Choultry, and to the Commission 
officers upon every Oouncell and Court day, of all persons that are 
under his custody, and have not received sentence, that the case may 
be examined without delay; and he is also to acquaint the Governour 
with the orders that he shall receive from the Justice or J ustioes of the 
Choultry, or the Oouncell of officers for the punishment of any great 
ofienders before he execiiteth the same, and the Governour and Ooun- 
cell may remitt the punishment or give such orders therein as they 
shall think expedient ; but small punishments for misdemeanours 
awarded by the Justice dr Justices or by he Councell of officers, he 
may execute forthwith. 

38. These articles shall be read every month at the head of the 
Company by the Gentleman of the Arrnes upon taking the muster of 
the Garrison the last day of every month (except it shall happen to 
be Sunday and then upon the day following) to the end none may 
pretend ignorance thereof ; and all persons in the Honorable Com- 
pany’s pay in Military employment in this Garrison, are strictly charg- 
ed and commanded to give due observance to these orders, and not 
to act contrary to the same upon paine of undergoing the penal by s 
apointed herein and suffering further displeasure; in confirmation 
whereof, we have hereunto sett our hands and the Honorable Com- 
pany’s seale, the 28th day of October, Anno Domini 1678, and in the 
30th yeare of the Eaigne of Our Soveraigne Lord C/harles the 
Second, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, Prance and 
Ireland, Defender of y® Faith, &o. 


The Pay Master is apointed to collect 
the forfeitures to the Honorable Company, 
of which the Gierke to the CouneelZ of Offi- 
cers is to give him notice ; and the said 
Gierke is apointed to collect the forfeitures 
for the poore, and to render the same with 
the account monthly to the Overseers of the 
poore. 


THE 

HONORABLE 

GOMPANPS 

SEALE. 


(Signed) Streynsuah Master, 

„ Joseph Hykhers, 

„ John Bribger, 

„ Timothy Wilkes. 

John Hicks, SecTetavy . 
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'No V. 


The WOLE ACCOUNT OP THE Eevenues of this Town, foe 
THE YEAR PAST, ENDING 31ST DECEMBER, 1678. 


Petty Land customs - 
Corn for Toil - - , . 

Share of Weigher’s duty - 
Begistering Houses and Slaves - 
Sea and Laud Customs 
Por rent of 6 Gardens 
The Farm of Licenses for selling Li- 
quors, rented for Pagodas 206 per 
annum, received in part - 
Verona & Co., customs charged in 
January last upon goods for the 
year before - - - . . 

Mintage duties. 

Honorable Company’s Gold - 
Particular Gold - . . - 

Copper cash 


Expences of this Town for the same year 
Charges, Garris«n • 



Pagodas 344. 
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' • - . 

5» 

10 

25 

- 

it 

32 

1 

- 

ts 

32 

20 

- - 

3t 

2,303 

10 

■ - • - 

tt 

5 

18 

- . - - 

»» 

105 

0 

. - - 

»» 

1,5^ 

21 

- Pagodas 1,276 

7 4 



„ 1,609 

13 0 



« „ 13 

18 3 

9. AQO 

3 





General 
Byett 
Cattle 

Merchandize 
Building and repairs 


Total by the Paymaster’s books 


Total Pagodas., 

7,259 

B 



Pagodas 7,047 

10 

5 

. 

S) 

2,179 

16 

2 


»» 

1,729 

13 

4 



231 

21 

0 


33 

783 

17 

2 


tt 

1,077 

a 

t 

's books 

tt 

13,048 

19 

2 

mint: 


besides the charges ot Sallerys, Presents, Wines, Arrack, Corne, Powder and 
tores, &e., and the Pagodas 1,200, paid the King for his half part of the revenue. 

fient home to the 

Honoiable Company by the Ships, and a new one begun. 

Memo. 

Ships and Vessels imported this year - « « . * ^ » S2 

Christenings this year - » - - . . « .. . -13 

Marryages this year « , , -13 

Buryalls this year - - - - - • • - - - ,18 

Passes to Ships and Vessels this year . X7 

Passes to Men this year - - . - , - 6 


No, VI, A OF PES-SONS IN THE SeeVIC|J OF 'I'H® ENGI»ISH EAST INDIA COMPANY IN 

Foet St. George, Madraspatnam aoOoiiding to their degrees by the Boles, 
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Appmnix, 


List ob- peeemen LiviNa at Foet st. Gedr&e, Madras- 
PATANAM, January 1678 - 9 . 


William Jearsey, marryed to a Dutcli woman, 
Natlianiall Ohoimley, 

Tliomas Lucas, marryed to an Bnglisli woman, 

William Bellamy, hia wife in England, 

Jolin Steplienson, marryed to an Englisli woman, 
Tliomas Heath, 

Bieharde Monke, marryed to a Mnstez, 

Thomas Moore, marryed to a Mnstez, 

Robert Freeman, 

Richard Abraham, 

Charles Bletcalfe, 

Phineas Brewster, 

John Benson, 

Peter Ronland, 

J ohn Humphry, 

William Taylor, marryed to an Englishman’s daughter. 


List of English Womm unmarryed. 


Elizabeth Smith, widow. 
Cathenne Barker. 

Sarah Bowles, widow. 
Mary Gainsford. 

Mary Keeble, widow. 
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GLBANIN&S SROM OLD RECORDS. 


(bt m obb soldieb.) 

What would the Subaltern of the present day say to the following 
rules that governed bis predecessors in the very early days of the 
Honorable John Company ? It would do my old heart good to 
see a return of the good old days of 1800, when our young cadets 
were kept on good behaviour by rule and line. The rules I allude 
to are these, and appear in G-eneral Orders, dated Choultry Plain, 
nth Aug. 1801 

The Cadets shall rise at day-break — ^breakfast at seven, or eight, o’clock, 
according to the season : dine at two : sup at eight ; and retire to rest im- 
mediately after. — All lights shall be put out at nine o’clock, and the officer 
of the day shall he held responsible for an exact, and punctual, observance 
of this order. — No Cadets between nine o’clock at night and day-break of 
the following morning, shall go out of the Port. 

A General Mess shall be established for the Breakfast — ^Dinner, — and 
Supper — of the Cadeb Company — the Captain of the Company shall be 
considered as President of the Mess, and a Commissioned Officer in turn as 
Vice President. — ^Every ihdmdual of the Company shall belong to the 
Mess, and no one shall be absent from it on any other account than slok- 
uess. — Bach Person shall appear in the prescribed uniform on all occasions 
at the Mess i the utmost decorum in every respect shall be observed j and 
XLO meal shall he of longer continuance than an hour, or an hour and an 
half.’* 

** Every Cadet shall Study the Hindoostanee Language; and for that 
purpose, as well as of being instructed in the manner of making out Returns, 
Reports, &c., and of acquiring a knowledge of the Rules, and Regulations, 
of the Service, by copying the General Orders in force, the Port liberty of 
the Cadet Company shall be stopped daily between the hours of ten and 
twelve : during which time no individual of the Company shall he permitted 
to go out of the Port. 

Divine Service shall be performed every Sunday forenoon by the Captain, 
or other Person under his nomination, at which the Cadet Company shall 
attend. 

Except on occasions of taking some manly exercise, such as playing 
at Cricket, Fives, or other Game, no Cadet shall appear out of his Quarters 
otherwise than dressed in the Uniform established for the Cadet Company 
in the General Order of 24th April 1800. — The habit of lounging from Quarter 
to Quarter in a white Waistcoat is expressly forbid. 

“ No leave of absence from Chingleput, even for a day, shall be granted 
to any individual belonging to the Cadet Company hut by application to 
Head Quarters.” 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS 

OB' THE BTEST BDITIOH. 


** It a^ords us muoli pleasure to observe that two very iuterestiag 
and valuable publications are on the eve of being given to the world 
by Mr, Higginbotham. We allude to Mr. Talboys Wheeber's volume 
entitled ‘‘ Madras in the Olden Time/' and his Hand-Book to the 
Madras Eecords, preserved in the Government OfiSce.” The former 
of these works is a re-print of that admirable series of papers which 
have for some time past enriched the columns of the Indian States- 
man. Those papers are so widely known and highly appreciated, 
that we need say nothing more about them. In the mean time we 
have immediately to deal with Mr. Wheeler's Summary {%. Hand- 
book) of the Becords of the Presidency, which lies beside i 3 s. Mr. 
Wheeler has had a rich mine opened to him, and has made the best 
of bis opportunity. He was appointed last year to search through 
the Government Becords, and to give an opinion as to the value of 
them, nor could the task have been placed in better hands. His report 
on them has been pronounced perfectly satisfactory by the Madras 
Government. — At}ien<Bmnf March 2nd, 186 L 

The Beporter has performed his task with so much ability, as 
wesaid on a previous occasion, and has so condensed the voluminous 
documentary matter submitted to Ms treatment, that, to use a pithy 
old Scotch proverb, we have great gear packed in little bulk/' and 
can make extracts invitingly short. Mr. Wheeler's toil in wading 
through the Becords above mentioned, with a view to that re-classi- 
fication of the whole effected by him, must have been enormous. — 
Mhenwum, March 12th, 1861. 

We have been favoured with a copy of Mr. J. Talboys Wheelee's 
entertaining work, entitled, Madras in the Olden Time," a history 
of this Presidency from its first foundation to the Governorship of 
Thomas Pitt, Grandfather of the Earl of Chatham. This interest- 
ing work, compiled from official records in the Government Office, 
had already afforded us a good deal of amusement, and no little 
instruction, as it appeared in a fragmentary state in the Indian 
Statesman, It oompnses the annals of our Madras Commonwealth 
during a- period hitherto little known or studied, extending from 
16S9 to 1702;: and we must confess we did not imagine that old 
Madras could have furnished any thing so interesting. Had the 
prospectus of such a work been set before us, we should have smiled 
incredulously at the promise of entertainment ; but we can assure 
our readers that a perusal of this little history will amply repay 
them both with valuable information and amusement. Mr. Wheeler 
has eliminated what is dull and commercial, and has thrown a charm 
over the early records of our Presidency by his easy and pleasant 
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style, whilst he has also exhibited his subject in connection with the 
history of the times in a most instructive manner. 

‘‘Madras has reason to be grateful for the labours of Mr. Wheelbk, 
and we hope ere long to see a continuation of his researches into times 
of still increasing interest and importance. — Madras Observer, March 
14th, 1861. 

‘‘Madras in the Olden Time,” a compilation from the records of 
Government by Mr. J. T. Wheeler, has just been published in con- 
venient form by Mr. Higoinbotham. The student of Indian history 
will find much to interest him in the old Records for the fir^st time 
disinterred and arranged chronologically by Mr. Wheeler, for the 
Indian Statesman, and now placed before the public in a compact 
volume by Mr. Higginbotham. The compiler appears to have labour- 
ed with great zeal and industry, wading through hundreds of volumes 
of consultations,'* and we think it must be admitted by all who perused 
the several chapters as they appeared in the Statesman that the per- 
mission accorded by the Government to Mr. Wheeler has been used 
very judiciously. So far as we are able to judge, we should say that 
no event of any importance in the history of the infant Presidency 
has been omitted, whilst the extracts referring to the quarrels of the 
Governors with one another, with their servants and subjects and 
with the native chiefs from the Haik of Poonaraallee to the great 
Mogni himself, convey the most vivid description of the position, 
miners and character of the first settlers, and of the people by whom 
they were surrounded. As to Mr. Wheeler the least we can say of 
him is that whilst he has furnished the public with some very interest- 
ing and amusing reading, he has added a valuable contribution to 
Indian History. — Examiner, March 2nd, 1861. 

“ The whole period about which Mr. Wheeler writes is between 1639 
and 1702, corresponding, as he remarks, almost exactly with that of 
Lord Macaulay’s History. The materials for the narrative have been 
collected after an amount of labour, which few would voluntarily under- 
take, from the old Government Records. It was well known that, 
amidst very much that was uninteresting and having reference only to 
mercantile transactions, much that was valuable and amusing might be 
discovered if any one sufficiently indefatigable would undertake the 
work. A few scraps of valuable matter had been disinterred from 
among the rubbish which surrounded them, but it was left for Mr. 
Wheeler to gather up all these fragments, separate them from the 
worthless material by which they are encrusted, and work them into 
one, continuous and readable narrative,*' — Madras GrescenL Marebi 
23rd, 1861. 

The Eurharu, writing of Mr. Wheeler’s work, says : — 

- “ We have to acknowledge the receipt of “ Madras in the Olden 
Time,” from 1639 to 1702 a seemingly very interesting work, by J, T. 


OPINIONS OF TBB PRESS, 


705 


WriEELEE, Esq. Every paj^e of ib into which we have had time to 
look contains matter of much interest to any settler in the East.'* | 

In conclusion, we may notice the fact two works have issued 
from one of the local presses of great interest to all who are connected 
with Madras, and of considerable importance to the student of Indian 
History. They are both written by Mr. J. Talboys Wheelee, the 
Editor of the Indian Statesman, and are deservedly spoken of in the 
highest terms in two reviews which we quote elsewhere. One is 
Madras in the Olden Time*’ being a history of this Presidency from 
its first foundation to the Governorship of Mr. Thomas Pitt, Grand- 
father of the Earl of Chatham, that is, from 1639 to 1702. This 
period has been almost ignored by Mill, and where alluded to by 
him is in many instances inaccurately treated. As the present work 
is compiled from the Government llecords, which were placed at Mr, 

Whe ELBRUS disposal by the Madras Government, all tie facts con- 
nected with the early history of the Presidency have been for the first 
time brought to light in a handy and well printed volume. The other 
work is a Hand-Book to the old Becords of Madras which has been 
prepared for Government. It deals with the same subject of Madras 
in the Olden Time, but is of course more official in style : it is never- 
theless highly interesting .*' — Overland Athenaeum, March 29th, 1861. 

‘‘We have now beside us the publication referred to, in the form 
of a “ Hand-Book to the Madras Eecords,” a pamphlet in boards 
extending to the length of 94 pages, (with Chronological annals 
extending over 40 pages,) and full of most interesting matter con- 
nected with the past history of our Presidency, which we heartily 
commend to the notice of our readers, as a valuable addition to their 
libraries. They will learn from it much that even the most studious 
among them, and those best acquainted with extant books relative to 
India, never knew before, because he has wisely been permitted to 
open to them sources of information hitherto concealed, and the 
nature and value of which was unknown to the possessors of the 
treasure so long kept under lock and key, in the archieves of Fort 
Saint George. Eegarding the excellence of the Beport, and the 
amount of labour bestowed on the preparation of it, we need add 
nothing to what we have said already, but we must particularly 
mention in addition to the Report, as now printed, of thirty-one 
pages, which are perhaps more valuable for the purposes of reference, 
although less directly instructive and amusing, than the Report 
itself, as they contain “ Chronological Annals of the British Govern- 
ment at Madras, from the earliest period to the present day; 1631 
to 1861.** In those “ Annals*’ Mr. Wheebee has brought his work 
down to the 5th of March 1861, his record concluding with a notice 
of the late lamented Bishop of Madras. He has furnished a minute 
and correct chronological series of past events, not to be found 
elsewhere, which every one who wishes to learn the past history of 
Madras will do well to consult. — Athenmum, April 13th, 1861. 
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** Madras in the Olden Time ; being a bisfcory of the Presidency 
from the first foundation to the Governorship of Thomas Pitt, Grand- 
father of the Earl of Chatham— 1689— 1702 such is the title of a 
work compiled from official records, by J. Talbots Wheeler, Professor 
of Moral Philosophy and Logic, Madras Presidency College. The 
work first appeared as a series of papers in one of the ablest of our 
Indian journals, the Indian Statesman, Many of our readers will 
remember that a similar work, entitled *‘The English in Western 
India,” by the late lamented Phillip Anderson, a Chaplain on this 
Establishment, appeared as a series of papers in our own columns. 
The two works are the best we have on ‘ the Olden time in India.^ 
They are replete with information, amusement, and interest . . . 


We could give our readers, if our space permitted, many more 
amusing pictures frofn the work before us. We shall, however, con- 
clude by supplying them with a tableau vivant of Port St. George 
at the end of the seventeenth century. ‘‘They will hear the gun 
fired at early morning, — and they will see the gradual stir of the 
inhabitants, — the measured tramp of the European soldier, — the little 
stately peon with his sword and buckler, — the rush of noisy and 
naked coolies, — the appearance of apprentices, writers, factors, and 
merchants in half-Hindoo costume, — the assembly for morning pray- 
ers in the little chapel, good master Patrick officiating in 

Ms gown and bands,, and indignant at the smallness of hiscongre- 
the oj)cnMg of the Eaetory and jobbering crowd of Hative 
— the grand displays of European goods for sale, and packing 
up of Hative Merchandise for export home, — the little school-room 
and long array of little boys and girls, — the orderly dinner shortly 
afternoon, where all are assembled at the general table from the 
apprentices to the Honorable Governor himself, — the return to the 
labors of the desk and ware-house, until the joyous hour of closing 
has arrived, and the jaded Europeans recruit their exhausted spirits 
with the pleasures of punch, tobacco, and other pursuits which we 
need not and cannot name. If it is Sunday, all would be changed ; 
for in old times English Sundays were rigidly observed as little 
festivals. Then Europeans, civilians as well as soldiers dropped 
their half native attire, and were apparelled in the European fashion 
of the time. Then for a brief hour or two the Chaplain would be a 
greater man than the Governor. Then he would denounce vice and 
popery to his heart's content, and expound the Scriptures by the 
light of a theological learning which was almost general in those 
days when the Church was a living reality, but which is fast passing 
away now. Then the Church could boast of literary giants, such as 
Walton, Lightfoot, Stillingfleet, Beveridge : thousand time-honored 
jaames. She has few men to boast of nowP— Bombay Gazette. 

’ -- — ♦ 
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Chaxnook, Mr., 113, 115, 
CheenKuliok Khan— see Kizam-ul- 
Mulk. 
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Oonas, the Dutch Governor, 200. 
Conimere, 117, 124, 200. 
Oonjeveram, 12, 54, 95, 98, 270, 452, 
617, 557, 614. 

Constantinople, 376, 485, 490, 
Contract, 119, 439. 
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